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424 Central Ave., 2nd Floor Rear 

Westfield NJ 07090   908-654-0110 

161 Washington Valley Rd., Suite 208 

Warren, NJ   07059    732-748-2020 

 SO MANY  CHOICES... 

 

Personalized Attention:  
4-8 Students Per Class  

State-Certified,  
Experienced Teachers 

SAT I & II Preparation  
College Advising 
Test Prep: ASK, GEPA, HSPA, 
SSAT, ISEE, PSAT 
Private Tutoring - All Subjects, All 
Grades 
Academic Pre-School Support 
Gifted & Talented 
Remedial and Enrichment Classes 
Educational Evaluations 
Birthday Parties 
Girl Scout Badges 

www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com 

Voted Best 
Tutoring 

Company in 
Union County 

Register Now for Winter! 

WHY NOT CHOOSE THE BEST? 

New SAT I begins  
March 2005 

 

Call us with your  
PSAT results. We’ll 

analyze them and help 
you achieve your  

best score! 

Resumes accepted from State-Certified Teachers 

In person, by phone or on our website 

Make the  
difference in your 
child’s education! 

Programs  
for Grades  

Pre-K through 12 

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

  
Scotch Plains Recreation �

Department Events Calendar�
�by: Allison Halperin �

Ahalperin@scotchplainsnj.com�
(908) 322-6700 ext. 221

Dining with Dazzle, (Ages7-12),
Wednesday, February 16, 5 to 7 p.m.,
Snuffy’s in Scotch Plains.

Topics will include understanding
the place setting, dinner conversa-
tion, setting a proper table, cutting &
chewing food, ordering from the
menu, hosting and serving guests,
and acceptable behavior at the dinner
table. The fee is for the program is
$35 per person.

Maracas, Wednesdays, 9:30 to
10:15 a.m., January 12 to February
23.

This interactive Spanish language
program for children ages 3 to 5 ac-
companied by a parent or guardian
consists of themed classes aimed at
encouraging children and parents to
explore Spanish. Maracas uses mo-
tion, repetition, and music in a com-
fortable learning environment.

Maracas Aventuras, Tuesdays, 4 to
4:45 p.m. January 11 to February 22.

This new seven-week class, de-
signed for children ages 5 to 7, fea-
tures the Scholastic Magazine “Let’s
Find Out” in Spanish and offers stu-
dents a chance to go on a learning
adventure each week. The program
includes stories, poems, and songs.

The fee for all classes is $125 and
space is limited to 10 students per
class.

Karate Skills, January 18 to March 22.
This class is designed to promote

physical development, coordination
and stamina and is geared for young-
sters ages 6 to 15. The fee is $50 for
residents and $55 for non-residents.

Bowling (Ages 5-14, beginning
Monday, January 12.

This program will be held on Mon-
days at 4 p.m. at Linden Lanes Bowl-
ing Center on North Stiles Street in
Linden. Children ages 5 to 7 will
bowl in a special bumper division.
This 12-week program consists of
two games, use of rental shoes, light-
weight balls and instructional assis-
tance. Bowlers will pay $2 for missed
weeks. The fee is $6 to be paid each
week at the bowling center. Partici-
pants must pre-register at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department in
Room 113 by Friday, January 7.

Bumper Bowling – Pre-K and Kin-
dergarten, beginning Wednesday,
January 12.

Held at Linden Lanes on Wednes-
days and 9:30 a.m. or noon. This
program is for children and their
mothers or guardians. Fees are $6 to
be paid at the bowling alley.

Babysitting Training (ages 11-16),
Saturday, February 5 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., Towne House.

 Topics for this program will in-
clude feeding, formula and bottle
preparation, and holding, burping,
playtime activities, diapering and
dressing. Participants will gain first
aid skills, accident management and
prevention as well as handling chok-
ing emergencies.

Girls Softball League (3rd-8th
grades), Season runs from April 16 to
June 11.

This is basic instructional league is
based on teaching skills and drills in
a non-competitive format. Teams will
be formed and practices and games
will be played on township ball fields
twice a week. Leagues will depend
upon registration numbers. Parent
volunteers are needed to coach to
umpire. Early registration will be held
from Saturday, January 8 through
Friday, February 4 at a cost of $45.
Regular registration will be held from
Monday, February 7 through Friday,
March 4 at $55.

Senior Aerobics (14 classes), Tues-
days and Thursdays, January 11 to
February 24, Towne House, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m.

This aerobic program incorporates
standing exercise routines with the
use of hand weights (25-pound maxi-
mum).

Jazzercise, Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., Scotch Hills
Country Club and Saturdays, 8:30 to
9:30 a.m., Towne House, January 18
to March 8.

 This original dance exercise fea-
tures 60-minute classes offering a
blend of jazz dance and exercise sci-
ence choreographed to today’s hot-
test music, including Top 40, jazz,
country, funk and classics. Easy-to-
follow choreography includes a gentle
warm-up, 30-minute aerobic work-
out, muscle toning and strengthening
segments with weights, and a stretch
finale. The fee is $105 per person.

Foxwoods Casino, Connecticut,
Wednesday February 23.

The bus will depart the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot at 8 a.m. and return at around 7
p.m. for this trip. Participants will
receive a $25 package upon arrival at
the casino, which includes coins and
coupons. Registration for township
residents will be held through Friday,
February 4. Non-resident registration
will be held from Monday, January
10 through Friday, February 4. The
fee for non-residents is $28.

Franklin Mills Outlet Shopping
Trip, Friday, February 26.

The coach bus will depart from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building at
8:30 a.m. and travel to the Franklin
Mills Mall where participants will
enjoy a day of shopping at many dis-
count outlet stores with name brands.
The bus will return to the parking lot at
approximately 5 p.m. Registration is
being held through Friday, January 21
at a fee of $18 per person.

Murder Mystery, “Deadly Be-
loved” at Scotch Hills, Friday March
18. Doors open at 7.

Tickets for this trip must be pur-
chased at the Recreation Department
by Friday, February 18. Tickets are
$45 per person and include a buffet
dinner. Seating is limited for this trip.

Sheriff Froehlich Begins 10th
Term; Freeholders Take Oath

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – In what may be his
last term of office, 74-year-old Ralph
Froehlich of Union took the oath of
office to begin his 10th term as Union
County Sheriff during the county’s
148th reorganization meeting Sunday.

With 28 years on the job, he is the
longest serving sheriff in the state’s
history.

Also sworn into office were County
Surrogate James LaCorte and Free-
holders Dan Sullivan, Bette Jane
Kowalski and Adrian Mapp.

Sheriff Froehlich said he will focus
on three specific areas in his new term.
One will be working to keep young
people away from crime and drugs by
encouraging their education and cre-
ative talents. Secondly, he vowed to
make the county’s cities and towns
“safe from the specter of terrorism and
other threats to security.”

The Sheriff also pledged to work
towards making a new animal-control
facility in the county a reality.

Sheriff Froehlich, a former Eliza-
beth police officer, said he believes
that “one should hold elected office in
order to do what is right, not just what
is expected or politically expedient.”

Mr. LaCorte, who replaced the late
Ann Conti when he was elected in
2000, noted his office staff always
deals with families going through the
probate process with respect, com-
passion, patience and understanding.

Freeholder Sullivan, the veteran of
the freeholder board, took the oath to
begin his fourth, three-year term. A
former member of the Elizabeth

Board of Education, Mr. Sullivan
joined the freeholder board in 1995.
He has served as chairman twice dur-
ing his tenure.

He called 2004 a transition year for
the board, which saw the resignation
of Freeholders Mary Ruotolo and
Nicholas Scutari, now a State Sena-
tor, and the retirement of Freeholder
Lewis Mingo, Jr. after seven years, as
well as the sudden resignation of John
Wohlrab over accusations of domes-
tic violence.

Looking back on his 10 years on
the board, Freeholder Sullivan said,
“I don’t think I’ve done anything bet-
ter in my life.”

Freeholder Kowalski, a Cranford
resident, was appointed to the board
to replace Mrs. Ruotolo, a Westfield
resident, in September. Ms. Kowalski
was elected to a full term this past
November. An editor and writer, she
is a former Cranford Public Library
Trustee.

Mr. Mapp, of Plainfield, also was
elected in November. He replaces Mr.
Mingo, also of Plainfield. Mr. Mapp
noted that one in four families in the
United States is classified as working
poor. He said many married couples
in Union County have to work two or
three jobs and often have to turn to the
county to provide essential services
to their families.

Freeholder Mapp criticized the fed-
eral government for not providing the
county with sufficient funding to up-
grade security in the wake of the
September 11 attacks.

Democrats have held all nine seats
for eight consecutive years.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEN TIMES IN OFFICE...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich is sworn in by
Union County Assignment Judge Walter R. Barisonek for a record tenth term of
three years each in the Elizabeth Courthouse last Sunday.

FW Squad Is Awarded Grant
Honoring Eileen Ochsner

FANWOOD – Eileen Ochsner of
Fanwood was recently recognized for
her commitment to the Fanwood Res-
cue Squad, through a $250 PSEG
Dollars for Doers grant that was given
to the squad. Ms. Ochsner is a sales
representative with PSE&G.

PSEG rewards the exemplary
achievements of employee volunteers
and the non-profit organizations they
serve through two programs.

These include “Dollars for Doers,”

which provides up to 200 grants at
$250 each, and “Recognizing Excel-
lence in Volunteerism,” which pro-
vides grants of $1,000, $3,000 or
$10,000 to non-profits served by
employee volunteers.

“Though they spend most of their
day working at PSEG, our volunteers
still manage to find the time to con-
tribute to their local communities,”
said Maria Pinho, PSE&G’s Direc-
tor-Corporate Responsibility.

TREE TIPS:
Ice Storms

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     When the winter scenery is
glazed with ice, it might look like
fairytale landscapes.  This frozen
tracery can transfigure into bad
nightmares for our trees.  About
once in everyone’s lifetime, real
ice storms - not just snow, sleet
or hail - haunt this area.
     Broken tree tops, split
branches, fallen tree trunks and
dangling limbs litter and clutter
our yards and streets.  When tem-
perature and moisture conditions
of the atmosphere are in a cer-
tain balance, their condensation
and freezing wetness gradually
loads the twigs and branches
with ice.  Trees can hold enor-
mous amounts of ice on their
branches before collapsing.  The
winds which move the iced-up
branches back and forth usually
tip the scales.  When the loads
become too great, branch break-
age results and often trees are
ruined beyond repair.  Very little
can be done to prevent such dam-
ages except by pruning out the
smaller limbs to reduce the ice
loads.  If  structurally  weak
branches and V-crotches are re-
inforced by cabling (before the
storm) some potential losses can
be avoided.
     Trees which are susceptible to PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE
EXPERT CO., INC.

908-233-TREE

ice damage because of their
slender or brittle branches are
birches, silver maples, red
maples, American elms, Sibe-
rian elms, willows and many va-
rieties of evergreens.
     Once the storm has wounded
trees, it should be determined
whether the damaged portions
can be filled in or should be re-
moved.  The  slightly hurt trees
can be repaired by cutting the
broken parts back to solid
crotches.  Split crotches can be
made stronger by installation of
rigid or flexible bracing.  Bark-
tracing and disinfection often
becomes necessary to keep fun-
gus and insect buildup to mini-
mum levels.  Feeding the af-
fected trees is most helpful to
their recovery.  A regular main-
tenance program for two or three
years is recommended for se-
verely battered trees.
     In severe cases, trees may
need to be topped by as much as
one quarter, but this work should
be performed by professionals
only.  Our research reveals that
topping off a tree may lessen its
life-span by one third, so expert
care is required for this surgery.
     If the ice storms uproot trees,
there are several methods how

to straighten and secure them
again.  Galvanized seven-strand
cables are used to pull leaning
trees upright if this process will
not break the root systems or
break the trunks.  If successful,
pipes are hammered into the
ground and turnbuckles installed
between the cables to take up the
slack.
     It is good practice to select
trees for your property that are
not likely to be uprooted or split
apart by ice storms and yet give
you the shade and beauty you
seek in the warm months.
     The more durable trees are
sugar maples, hickories, oaks,
walnuts, pepperidges and sweet
gums.
     Let’s hope that ice stays in
skating ponds, drinking glasses
and food freezers - but not on our
garden trees!

SP Township Manager
Anticipates State Aid Freeze

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Township Manager Thomas
Atkins hopes to have most of the
2005 township budget recommenda-
tions completed and in the hands of
members of the township council by
the end of the month so that intensive
discussions on this year’s spending
plan can be held in February.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, Mr. Atkins
noted that the “wild card” in the bud-
get proposals he is in the process of
assembling is the anticipated level of
state assistance this year.

“A very serious problem we have
with revenue” this year, he told the
council in a memorandum, “rests with
state aid figures.”

After several years of static state
assistance, that aid increased slightly
in 2004, but Mr. Atkins pointed out
that with the state government facing
a multi-billion dollar budget deficit,
it’s unclear what this year’s level of
assistance will be.

Still, he told the council that, given
this year’s gubernatorial and legisla-
tive elections, he didn’t think aid
would be cut outright in 2005, so he
will put together a proposed budget
with the assumption that state aid will
be at least at last year’s level. He also
said the township will have no prob-
lem staying within the state-mandated
CAP law that restricts local appro-
priations increases to 3.5 percent.

The council is giving serious con-
sideration to a significant change in
the annual spring clean-up program
by switching to a user fee-based sys-
tem that would require residents to
purchase an annual permit if they
wanted to dispose of large household
items.

Switching to such a system could
save the township more than $300,000
this year, and Mr. Atkins, noting the
coming budget discussions, said the
Council still has “a few more weeks
to kick this around” before making a
final decision on whether to change
the program this year.

Mr. Atkins plans to meet today
with Union County officials about
the November 2004 deer census in
and around the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion and to discuss developing an
application to the state to conduct a
deer reduction program.

The county is also asking affected
municipalities, including Scotch
Plains, to sign the necessary permit
applications to allow the deer reduc-
tion program in the Watchung Reser-
vation to take place in the next few
months.

Mayor Martin Marks reiterated
earlier remarks that he would like to
be able to sign two permit applica-
tions, one for Watchung and one for

Ashbrook at the same time.
At its meeting next week, the Scotch

Plains Council is expected to award
bids for the leasing of cellular tele-
phone communications space on the
planned new communications tower
at the south side firehouse.

Three bids were received last
month, with Lin Cellular, a joint ef-
fort between AT&T and Cingular,
bidding $42,000, which would en-
sure its equipment is placed highest
on the new tower. Verizon bid $27,545
and Sprint bid $21,804, making the
total for the three bids just over
$90,000 near the upper end of the
projected range initially anticipated
by township officials. The initial term
for the leases will be 10 years, with
options for two, five-year extensions.
The lease costs will increase 3 per-
cent annually.

Township officials are still exam-
ining bids for the actual construction
of the tower, which will replace a 45-
year-old tower and improve emer-
gency communications within Scotch
Plains. Procomm Systems, the firm
that is building a similar tower in
Fanwood, has submitted the lowest
bid at $484,900 and it is possible that
if all due diligence is completed by
next Tuesday, the council could also
vote to award the construction bid
that evening.

Charity Ticket Sales
The Junior League of Elizabeth-

Plainfield will hold its sixth annual
Literary Luncheon on Friday, April
22, at The Grand Summit Hotel in
Summit, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Literary Luncheon has sold
out for the past five years. Tickets
are $75 and go on sale to the public
starting February 17.

For more information, call (908)
709-1177 or see www.jlepnj.org.


