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not be left in the street for longer than one
week prior to collection by a municipal-
ity.

Given the size of Scotch Plains and the
number of roads, “it would be all but
impossible to meet this mandate with our
current leaf collection program and the
staff and equipment we have at our dis-
posal,” the mayor said.

While “it is too early to say that a
mandatory leaf bagging law will need to
be imposed,” he said there will need to be
changes in the way leaves are collected
and disposed of later this year.

Mayor Marks said the township is ex-
ploring the possibility of entering into
agreement with Westfield to allow town-
ship residents to use Westfield’s conser-
vation cite on Lamberts Mill Road with
the purchase of a permit.

Saying that “we are experiencing what
can be best described as a financial crisis
when it comes to our annual bulky waste
spring cleanup,” the mayor also said the
council is considering a proposal to re-
vamp that program by instituting a user
fee-based system that would require resi-
dents to purchase an annual permit if they
wanted to dispose of large household
items.

Switching to such a system could save
the township more than $300,000 this
year and mean “that those wishing not to
participate in the spring cleanup program
in any given year will not be charged for
it through their property taxes.”

Noting that the council will soon begin
serious discussion of the 2005 municipal
budget, a process he termed “the most
important function” of the council, Mayor
Marks said the council’s deliberations are
open to the public and urged residents to
attend, “as an individual or as part of an ad
hoc citizens committee.”

He promised that the council “will
review the budget line item by line item in

order to bring forward the most cost-
effective services that our residents need
and deserve.”

Mayor Marks also said the township
government is looking at Brookside Park
on Hetfield Avenue as a possible site for
a new senior/community center.

Engineering and architectural consult-
ants are evaluating the park for renova-
tions to the parking lot, athletic fields,
playgrounds and a new indoor facility.

Mayor Marks also addressed the ad-
vent of a reverse 9-1-1 program, which he
said “will allow township officials to send
out a recorded phone message to some or
all of the residents of Scotch Plains in the
event of an emergency,” something he
said “will no doubt offer our community
a heightened sense of security.”

In addition, the mayor said he was
hopeful that Union County officials will
soon be moving forward on a deer reduc-
tion program in and around the Ashbrook
Reservation.

A number of appointments were also
announced at the meeting.

Douglas Hansen was reappointed as
Township Attorney for a sixth year.
Lawrence Woodruff was reappointed as
Assistant Township Attorney. Michael
Blacker was reappointed as Municipal
Prosecutor. Randolph Brause was reap-
pointed as Public Defender. Joseph Doyle,
Michael Michalisin and Maria Sartor were
reappointed to the township Planning
Board for four-year terms and Council-
woman Coronato was reappointed for
one year. Marc Ginsberg and Dominick
Bratti were appointed as well for two- and
one-year terms, respectively.

Mary Thompson and Timothy Livolsi
were appointed to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for four-year terms while
Sharynn Porter and James Pate were
named for two- and one-year terms, re-
spectively.
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SP Mayor Marks Details
Initiatives for New Year

roof, upgrade plumbing or electrical
systems, etc.

The county will budget $500,000
for the program through the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant pro-
gram. The funds will be allocated as
forgivable loans to seniors providing
they remain on their property for three
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or more years.
“I believe this ambitious set of ini-

tiatives for 2005 … raises the bar for
the next year,” Freeholder Proctor said.

Freeholder Alexander Mirabella, a resi-
dent of Fanwood, was appointed as Vice
Chairman of the board. He served as vice
chairman in 2000 and chairman in 2001.

     Since opening in October,
2004, HAIRCUT BEACH, the
men’s barber salon located on
Route 22 in Scotch Plains, has
always given its customers a
fun experience while getting a
quality haircut. Starting January
2, 2005, HAIRCUT BEACH will
be giving the public a chance
to win $10,000! Customers of
HAIRCUT BEACH already are
familiar with many of the
benefits offered by HAIRCUT
BEACH, such as the monthly
drawings for sports tickets (this
month features NJ Nets vs.
Cleveland Cavaliers with
LeBron James – next month
Yankees/Red Sox tickets),
complementary video games in
the reception area and sporting
events on television.  HAIRCUT
BEACH also offers everything
from traditional haircuts to the
latest trends such as fades,
Brooklyns, and straight razor
shape-ups.
     To win $10,000, customers
will receive a scratch card with
25 squares.  Under five of the
squares is a picture of a trophy-
if these five squares are rubbed
off, then the card holder gets
$10,000!!  Every card has the

HAIRCUT BEACH GIVES CUSTOMERS

A CHANCE TO WIN $10,000
five trophy squares, so every
card is a potential winner!!
     “Where else can getting a
haircut get you a chance to win
$10,000?” asks Rich Heller,
owner of HAIRCUT BEACH.
“Of course, besides the extras
we provide, we feel we also give
the best haircuts.”  Mellesa
DeStefano, the manager of
HAIRCUT BEACH adds “Our
hair stylists are held to a very
high standard.  Each staff
member has many years of
experience, and we consistently
get compliments about our
haircuts.”
     In addition to a great haircut,
HAIRCUT BEACH offers
services that are hard to find
elsewhere such as hot lather
barber shaves, and for those
customers who prefer, a straight
razor edge-up at the nape of the
neck.  On Mondays, HAIRCUT
BEACH offers the special price
of $8.95 for men’s haircuts and
$7.95 for kids and seniors.
HAIRCUT BEACH is open
seven days a week, and is
located at 1985 Route 22 West
near J & J Billiards, Dunkin
Donuts and McDonald’s in
Scotch Plains.
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Jesus Figure Reported
Stolen From Crèche

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Only a week after
celebrating Christmas services, Saint
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church reported
the theft of the Baby Jesus figure from the
crèche in front of the church, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue.

The Reverend Monsignor William
Harms, Pastor at Saint Helen’s the past
four and a half years, said parish staff first
noticed the statue had been stolen Mon-
day morning. They reported the incident
to the Westfield Police Department.

Although the Baby Jesus was worth
$500 in financial terms, Monsignor
Harms said its loss has had an emotional
impact on the Saint Helen’s community.

He said he has seen families taking pho-
tographs in front of the crèche.

“It (the Baby Jesus) had a significant
emotional impact on them. It has been
a part of their lives for so many years,”
Monsignor Harms said.

The crèche is assembled by a group
of eight volunteers and displayed for a
month between mid-December and
mid-January.

Anyone in the community who finds
the Baby Jesus is asked to return it to the
church.

“We will just consider it the miracle
replacement of the Baby Christ,” Mon-
signor Harms said. “I do hope he (the
Baby Jesus) appears again. We would
appreciate it immensely.”

Mr. Malloy commented that he ran
into Mr. Heeney just before the Christ-
mas holiday.

“He looked chipper, happy and
looking forward to the new year and
the prospect of retiring,” said Mr.
Malloy.

Mr. Malloy noted that Mr. Heeney
was dedicated in his support of Viet-
nam veterans. A United States Army
veteran himself, he was responsible
for the POW/MIA flag that is flown
from the flagpole in front of the mu-
nicipal building.

Mayor Gregory McDermott called
Mr. Heeney’s death “a tremendous
loss” for the town.

“Our sympathies go out to his fam-
ily,” the mayor said.

The mayor noted that Mr. Heeney got
to know the mayor’s father, Frank
McDermott, when the senior Mr.
McDermott was negotiating legal con-
tracts with the City of Bayonne while Mr.
Heeney was employed with that city.

Mayor McDermott said his father
helped Mr. Heeney get the interview
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with the Town of Westfield. He said
Mr. Heeney remembered that and had
helped the mayor by submitting news
clips and other relevant information
to the mayor to assist him.

“I will never forget that,” Mayor
McDermott said.

“He was an institution at Town
Hall. It’s just so sad,” he added.

Both of Mr. Heeney’s daughters
work for the Town of Westfield. Mary
Grace Heeney is a full-time employee
in the Westfield Municipal Clerk’s
office while her younger sister, Frances
Heeney, has been a part-time seasonal
employee in the clerk’s office.

Mr. Heeney’s wife, Maryann
Heeney, is employed by the City of
Bayonne.

In addition, Mr. Heeney is survived
by his brother, Thomas Heeney of
Florida, and his sister, Kathleen
Murray of North Carolina.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, January 5, at St.
Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church in
Bayonne.

 Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
MISSING FIGURE...The Westfield Police Department received a report from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield regarding the theft of the Baby Jesus
statue from the crèche at the front of the church. The parish staff noticed the figure
was missing Monday morning.
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Township of Scotch Plains
2005 Hypertension Screening Clinics Schedule

Open to the public, each clinic runs from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon on the
second Tuesday of the month at the Scotch Plains Public Library in the
Community Room. There are no clinics on the months of July, August

and November.

Scheduled Months
January 11; February 8; March 8; April 12; May 10; June 14; Septem-

ber 13; October 11; December 13

Regarding plans for the use of
grants, Mayor Mahr announced that
the borough will be receiving a
$130,000 grant from the state, which
does not require any matching funds,
to perform the “much needed up-
grades, field realignment and beauti-
fication to La Grande Park.”

Area residents have spoken pas-
sionately to the council about their
concerns regarding safety at the park,
as the ball field is currently located
next to the children’s playground,
and parents fear that fly balls could
strike those playing there.

“I expect engineering to commence
immediately so that work can begin
this year,” stated Mayor Mahr.

In addition, the borough will use a
$50,000 grant, provided by Union
County, to improve Forest Road Park’s
field and to construct a long-awaited
kitchen at the senior center.

Mayor Mahr also announced that a
new program will begin this year,
providing swimming and gymnastics
lessons for disabled children. The
borough will work together with
Children’s Specialized Hospital and
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
located on Martine Avenue, and the
program will be paid for by an $18,000
grant from the state.

The mayor emphasized “the im-
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Tax Relief Remains Focus
Of Mahr; New Judge Named

portance of making sure all our chil-
dren in town have the same recre-
ational opportunities.”

In other business, several oaths of
office were performed at Sunday’s
meeting. Assemblywoman Linda
Stender welcomed back Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell for her
third term, and swore in Councilman
Higgins, who last year filled a va-
cancy left by Councilman Michael
Brennan.

Assemblywoman Stender, who is
also the Fanwood Democratic Mu-
nicipal Chairman, thanked the two
Democratic council members for their
work, and presented them with bou-
quets of flowers.

Councilwoman Mitchell was
elected to continue her position as
Council President. Last fall she cov-
ered, as Acting Mayor, for Mayor
Mahr during her maternity leave.

Mayor Mahr administered the oath
of office for Municipal Judge Susan
MacMullen, Municipal Prosecutor
Lara Katherine DiFabrizio, as well as
to members of Fanwood’s fire de-
partment and rescue squad.

Meetings of the mayor and council
will continue to be held on the first two
Tuesdays of each month; however they
will now begin at 7:30 p.m., rather
than the previous start time of 8 p.m.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
SPECIAL PRESENTATION...Linda Stender, left, makes a special presentation
to Fanwood Council President Katherine Mitchell and Fanwood Councilman
Joseph Higgins.

Elizabeth Correll for The Times
TAKING HER OATH...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in Municipal
Prosecutor Lara Katherine Di Fabrizio during the borough’s reorganizational
meeting.

Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
Dies of Massive Heart Attack

Fred Rossi for The Times
SWEARING IN...Dr. Andrew Coronato looks on as his wife, Paulette Coronato,
is sworn in to serve her second term on the Scotch Plains Township Council.

Borough Redevelopment
Plan Scaled Down

And Ready for Adoption
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — Plans are mov-
ing forward regarding Fanwood’s
downtown redevelopment area.

Dave Roberts from Schoor De
Palma Inc., the Manalapan-based
consulting firm hired to advise the
borough on the project, made a pre-
sentation to the mayor and council
at Tuesday night’s governing body
agenda meeting, providing an up-
date and answering questions.

Residents, property owners and
merchants in the area have long
been divided on what is best for the
downtown. The area was designated
as being in need of redevelopment
several years ago, and a developer,
Landmark Communities, was hired
and gave a proposal to the council.

The ideas outlined in the pro-
posal met with much disapproval
from merchants and property own-
ers, who believed borough officials
were going to invoke eminent do-
main and take their buildings away
from them. They also felt they were
being kept in the dark about the real
plans for the area.

In their campaign for office in the
fall of 2003, Democrat Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and her two running
mates, Councilwoman Donna Dolce
and Councilman Jack Molenaar,
made the issue of communication
with the public about redevelop-
ment a priority.

After coming into office, Mayor
Mahr established the Fanwood
Downtown Advisory Committee,
the task of which was to collect
information regarding the opinions
of area residents, property owners
and merchants about the plans for
the downtown area.

The borough also hired Schoor
De Palma to work with the commit-
tee and advise the borough.

Three public forums were held
last year, giving interested individu-
als a chance to speak their minds.
The firm and the committee have
compiled this information, along
with that gained at meetings with
property owners and merchants.

Using this data, changes have
been proposed to the existing plan
for the downtown. Mr. Roberts dis-
cussed these changes in his presen-
tation Tuesday night, and answered
questions from the governing body.

During the meetings with prop-
erty owners, the committee “found
out that some property owners want
to do their own redevelopment, some
want to sell, and there might be
joint ventures between property
owners,” stated Mr. Roberts.

As a result, the biggest change is
that property owners can choose to
redevelop their own properties and
choose their own developer.

This decision was made in re-
sponse to the overwhelming fear
that was expressed at meetings with
property owners, as well as mer-

chants, that they were going to lose
their properties if the previous plan
was to proceed.

Council members asked what
their options would be if owners
chose to do no improvements.

“The borough always has the op-
tion to amend the plan,” answered
Mr. Roberts. If the new plan was
adopted, work would be done on a
“project by project basis,” he added.
Owners would be required to sub-
mit their plans to the council for
approval.

Mr. Roberts explained that the
new plan calls for three areas, rather
than the two previously suggested:
a retail area, residential units over
the retail spaces, and purely resi-
dential townhouse-type units.

One significant change is the
quantity of residential units pro-
posed. At the public forums, resi-
dents had said they were concerned
about the high number of units that
was called for in the Landmark
plan, and its impact on the school
system.

The new plan calls for 35 resi-
dential units above new retail stores
that will be built; 16 above the
existing buildings on Martine Av-
enue, where the owners will have
the choice to add a second story or
tear down and rebuild, and 20
townhouses on the area previously
occupied by Dean Oil, for a total of
71 residential units.

This is in contrast to the Land-
mark plan, which suggested be-
tween 130 and 200 units.

Mr. Roberts explained that the
developer had proposed such a high
quantity because Landmark felt it
had to acquire all the properties,
therefore, the cost of acquisition
would necessitate that many resi-
dential units to recoup the cost of
acquisition.

As for the physical look called
for in the new plan, the maximum
overall height of the buildings will
be three stories.

“Even if it is three stories, it will
be required to look like two and a
half stories, using dormers” or other
camouflage, Mr. Roberts said. The
ground floor spaces can only be
retail; however, the second and third
floors could be either residential or
office space.

Many who live in the area have
voiced concerns about how the new
construction would fit in with the
feel of the rest of Fanwood’s archi-
tecture. “All buildings would be
required to incorporate the Victo-
rian style of the train station,” stated
Mr. Roberts.

The mayor and council will re-
view the new proposed plan in the
coming week, and will make a deci-
sion at next week’s regular council
meeting. If they give the go ahead to
the plan, it will be reviewed by the
Planning Board, and then returned
to the council for adoption.


