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Town Clerk Bernard Heeney
Dead of Heart Attack at 56

By PAUL PEYTON
and SUZETTE STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, Jr., a pivotal pres-
ence in the town’s municipal gov-
ernment for more than a quarter
century, was remembered this week
for his friendly nature and ability to
get things done.

Mr. Heeney, a lifelong Bayonne
resident, died of a massive heart
attack December 31 in New York
City. He was 56.

Former Mayor Bud Boothe said
he always found Mr. Heeney to be
helpful in assisting the mayor and
council on various projects.

“He was always on top of any-
thing you asked him to do,” said
Mr. Boothe, who served as mayor
of Westfield from 1992 through
1996.

“Westfield has lost a hard work-
ing and dedicated public servant,”
he added.

Tom Jardim, who served as mayor
from 1997 through 2000, described
Mr. Heeney as “a real fixture”
around the municipal building.

“It was a real shock to me,” said
Mr. Jardim, noting that the two
used to discuss everything from
history and politics to the Vietnam
War, in which Mr. Heeney had
served.

“He was a good thing for the
Town of Westfield,” Mr. Jardim re-
marked.

Mr. Heeney began his career in
Westfield on April 23, 1979 as As-
sistant Administrator, and had
served as Town Clerk since Janu-
ary of 1999, when he replaced
former Clerk Joy Vreeland.

He once described his role as
“the keeper of all documents,” since
his office is the place people come

seeking information. A record of all
resolutions and ordinances passed by
the Town Council are maintained in
his office.

In his multi-faceted position, Mr.
Heeney also advertised new ordi-
nances in the newspaper; took the
names and addresses of residents
speaking at council meetings for a
record of the meeting, and swore in
newly-elected council members at the
annual reorganization meetings.

Additionally, the clerk’s office is-
sues a variety of licenses and is the
place where General Election and
school board election results are tal-
lied.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
called Mr. Heeney’s passing a “big
loss” for the town. He said the clerk
had planned to retire in the summer of
2005 after he reached 30 years of
service in the state’s Public Employ-

ees Retirement System (PERS).
“The one thing about Bernie was

he was so reliable,” said Mr. Gildea,
noting that he just expected him to
walk into his office just like any
other day.

One thing Mr. Gildea specifi-
cally remembered about Mr.
Heeney was his constant reminder
to “make sure we do everything
according to Hoyle,” a reference to
Edward Hoyle (1672-1769), the
famed authority on card games and
chess.

Mr. Heeney, he said, wanted the
town to strictly follow regulations
according to the letter of the law.

He was well read, routinely clip-
ping related news stories on mu-
nicipal government from the four
newspapers he read daily.

Jack Malloy of Clark, who served
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Jesus Figure Reported
Stolen From Crèche

Boundless Playgrounds, Emergency Services
Among New Freeholder Chairman’s Initiatives

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Newly appointed
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor of Rahway outlined an
ambitious agenda for county govern-
ment during the board’s January 2
reorganization of the board.

Freeholder Proctor announced five
new initiatives for the board, ranging
from recreation field improvements

to emergency preparedness.
The first initiative follows the con-

struction of the Phil Rizzuto Park in
Elizabeth, a boundless recreational
playground for handicapped children.

Mr. Proctor said the board will of-
fer $500,000 in matching funds to
municipalities to construct bound-
less playgrounds in their communi-
ties.

He added that the county will also

build a new handicapped accessible
playground at the 13-acre Esposito
Farm property in Clark, acquired last
year by the county.

“Boundless playgrounds are de-

munity Emergency Response Teams
or CERTS to provide support to emer-
gency services units in emergencies.
The CERTS will be staffed by retired
doctors and nurses as well as pharma-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Only a week after
celebrating Christmas services, Saint
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church re-
ported the theft of the Baby Jesus figure
from the crèche in front of the church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue.

The Reverend Monsignor William
Harms, Pastor at Saint Helen’s for the
past four and a half years, said parish
staff first noticed the statue had been
stolen Monday morning. They re-
ported the incident to the Westfield
Police Department.

Although the Baby Jesus was worth
$500 in financial terms, Monsignor
Harms said its loss has had an emo-
tional impact on the Saint Helen’s

community. He said he has seen fami-
lies taking photographs in front of the
crèche.

“It (the Baby Jesus) had a signifi-
cant emotional impact on them. It has
been a part of their lives for so many
years,” Monsignor Harms said.

The crèche is assembled by a group
of eight volunteers and displayed for
a month between mid-December and
mid-January.

Anyone in the community who
finds the Baby Jesus is asked to return
it to the church.

“We will just consider it the miracle
replacement of the Baby Christ,”
Monsignor Harms said. “I do hope he
(the Baby Jesus) appears again. We
would appreciate it immensely.”
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signed so that children with disabili-
ties can enjoy outdoor recreation
while encouraging children without
disabilities to play side by side,” Free-
holder Proctor said.

Feeding off the success of the “Se-
niors in Motion” program from five
years ago, Freeholder Proctor an-
nounced the establishment of the
“Kids in Motion” initiative, a pro-
gram whereby transportation will be
provided for children who participate
in sports or recreation programs. The
program will be open to all munici-
palities in the county who wish to
apply for a vehicle.

The board will also offer a half-
million dollar matching grant pro-
gram to towns to install new lighting
or improve existing lighting at mu-
nicipal playing fields.

Noting his experience as the health
officer for several towns in the county,
Freeholder Proctor said the county
will create a county-wide Reserve
Medical Corps that will utilize Com-

cists, emergency medical technicians
and health profession students.

“These volunteers will provide an
extra layer of emergency prepared-
ness and response, and hopefully pro-
vide the nucleus of CERT teams in
their hometowns,” said Freeholder
Proctor.

He noted that the board will begin a
new program through the expansion
of the Trailside Nature and Science
Museum called “Traveling Trailside.”
The mobile ecology laboratory will
travel throughout the county and visit
children who might not otherwise have
access to the museum.

Freeholder Proctor also announced
the “Senior Citizen Home Improve-
ment Program” whereby eligible se-
niors will be able to receive up to
$5,000 in grants to be used to fix a
roof, upgrade plumbing or electrical
systems, etc.

The county will budget $500,000
for the program through the Commu-
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Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
CHAIRMAN FOR 2005…Union County Freeholder Rick Proctor is sworn in as
Chairman of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders by State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd) as Rahway Mayor James Kennedy holds the bible. The
ceremony was held during the Freeholders reorganization meeting on January 2
at the Union County Courthouse.

 Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MISSING FIGURE...The Westfield Police Department received a report from St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield regarding the theft of the Baby Jesus
statue from the crèche at the front of the church. The parish staff noticed the figure
was missing Monday morning.

                    From the Archives of The Westfield Leader
‘A GOOD THING FOR WESTFIELD’...Westfield Town Clerk Bernard
Heeney, Jr. was remembered by former Mayor Thomas Jardim as “a good
thing for the Town of Westfield.” Mr. Heeney died of a massive heart attack in
New York City on New Year’s Eve. He was 56.

MAYOR MCDERMOTT OUTLINES OBJECTIVES FOR NEW YEAR

McDermott Seeks to Improve Traffic
Patterns, Maximize Parking Spaces

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader

WESTFIELD — Modernizing and
eliminating outdated municipal ordi-
nances, upgrading building codes to
eliminate so-called “McMansions”
and signalization of the intersection
of Central Avenue, Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue are among key
objectives outlined by Mayor Greg
McDermott as he begins his fifth year
as Westfield’s mayor.

Speaking at the Town Council’s
reorganization meeting Tuesday
night, Mayor McDermott said the
town will undertake a “significant re-
codification process” this year which
will eliminate unnecessary laws from
the town code “such as ones that
address the use of horse and buggies
in the downtown.”

In addition, he said officials will
work to ensure that all town laws are
in compliance with state and federal
statues. Eventually all state laws will
be available on the municipal website.

In terms of over-development with
residential developments, the mayor
said the town will be reviewing exist-
ing codes that address maximum
height limits, overall property cover-
age and floor area ratios.

Regarding “McMansions,” he
promised a “thorough and compre-
hensive” undertaking on a “zone-by-
zone basis” to see where the town’s
building codes need to be revised.

“Our goal will not be to inhibit
individual homeowners’ rights to
build new homes or to add on or
renovate existing homes but to en-
courage a smarter and more consis-
tent approach to residential improve-
ments in order to keep neighborhood
character consistent,” Mayor
McDermott said.

In terms of the parking problems
faced by the town in the wake of the
defeat by voters of plans for parking
garages in town last year, Mayor

McDermott said parking fees will be
“dedicated toward improving park-
ing efficiencies through new meters
and pay stations, improved signage,
potential reallocation of existing

spaces, improved landscaping, repav-
ing and re-striping.”

In an effort to improve traffic flow
and patterns in Westfield, the mayor
said the town will be working with
Union County and state officials to
add signalization to the Central, Broad

and Mountain intersection as well as
at Crossway Place and North Avenue
while enhance existing signals at
South and Central Avenues. The town
will also continue to remove trees,

bushes and other structure that im-
pede drivers’ visibility at dangerous
intersections.

The town is also continuing to work
with a private contractor to add make
modern turf enhancements to town
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             Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THIRD TIME IS A CHARM...Mountainside Borough Councilman Glen
Mortimer takes the oath for his third term Tuesday night  from Municipal
Judge James De Rose as his wife, Joanne, holds the Bible. Mr. Mortimer will
serve as council president this year.

         Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
PAYING THEIR RESPECTS...Two vans filled with members of the Westfield Town
Council and other officials en route to pay their last respects to Westfield Town Clerk
Bernard Heeney, Jr. departed from the Municipal Building on Tuesday evening to
attend Mr. Heeney’s wake at Levis Funeral Home in Bayonne. An abbreviated
reorganization meeting of the council was held prior to the vans’ departure.

Mayor Says Property
Taxes Are Rising Due

To State, County Rules
By KIMBERLY BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — In his an-
nual address to borough residents
at Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting, Borough Mayor Robert
Viglianti began by pointing out that
Mountainside’s property taxes were
becoming more difficult and im-
possible to contain because of man-
dates from the county, state and
federal governments.

The mayor cited four examples
of these jurisdictions stating, “prop-
erty taxes are increasing signifi-
cantly, yet none of it is due to the
local governing bodies.”

The mayor stated that because of
a new state law which mandates a
complete mapping, replacement
and filtering for the storm sewer
system and existing street grates
the burden to the taxpayer will be
$200 per home initially with a $80
increase for subsequent years.

Secondly, the mayor noted that
because of a formula created by the
state in 1935 the mandated increase
for library funding has amounted to
$106,000 in 2004. Mayor Viglianti

noted that this was not money asked
for by the library, but rather an
increase from this mandated for-
mula, which has risen significantly
due to rising property values.

This, he stated, would result in a
$48 increase per home.

Thirdly, the Mayor stated that

the present recycling system, which
was “hastily put together at the elev-
enth hour by the county,” has cost
the Mountainside taxpayer another
$40 per home.

The mayor explained that last
year when Mountainside had to go
out for bids to comply with the
county’s program there was only
one bidder who imposed a $75,000
increase for the recycling program.

Mayor Viglianti stated that the
other recycling companies who used
to do business with the Borough
had “gone out of business.”

Lastly, the mayor stated because
of a lawsuit instituted by the Lit-
toral Society and the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection, the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority is “faced with having
to do renovations to its facility to
the tune of approximately $200
million.”

The mayor further stated “the
bottom line is, if no aid is given, the
cost to the Mountainside residents
in the next two to three years will be
approximately a $400 to $600 tax
increase per year per household.”

Mayor Viglianti also reported on
its 2004 attempts to ensure that it
receives the full financial benefits
from the dissolution of the former
Union County Regional High
School District.

The Mayor noted that in litiga-


