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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
NEXTEL LOOKS TO EXPAND…The Elk’s Club, as seen from Route 22 West,
could be the location of the first cell tower in Mountainside to be located on private
property. Nextel Communications is hoping to get the variance needed to erect the
140-foot monotower behind The Elk’s Club located at 1193 Route 22 East.

Nextel Seeks Variance
To Erect Cell Tower

On Elk’s Club Property
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Nextel Com-
munications submitted an applica-
tion on December 13, 2004 to erect a
140-foot cell tower on a piece of
private property located at 1193 Route
22, East, in Mountainside. The
Mountainside Chapter of the Elks
Club owns the property.

This would be the first cell tower to
be located on private property in the
borough. All other towers are located
behind Borough Hall on municipal
property. AT&T, Verizon and Cingular
currently have antennae at that site.

An unidentified source told The
Westfield Leader that the current tow-
ers have room to accommodate an-
other carrier, but Nextel was dissatis-
fied with the “terms and conditions”
put forth by the borough.

According to the application, the
proposed wireless communications
monopole will stand unmanned and
will be maintained once a month. It is
not anticipated to generate any addi-
tional noise, fumes, vibrations, dust,
odors or traffic. The exterior lighting
will consist of a 150-watt incandes-
cent light with a motion sensor.

The tower will be located behind
the Elks Club in the existing parking
lot where it will occupy two parking
spots.

The Mountainside Indoor Tennis
Club will be situated approximately
20 feet from the proposed tower. There
are also a few residences within 500
feet of the proposed location.

Given the lack of research in this
area, health officials find it impos-
sible to reach any objective conclu-
sion as to whether or not exposure to
radio-frequency radiation from cell
towers presents a health hazard and,
if so, what the risks might be.

According to a report published by
the National Institute of Environmen-
tal Health Sciences, an arm of the

National Institutes of Health, research
has shown that radiation emitted by
cell phones may pose a health hazard.
However, the health risks, if any, due
to exposure to radio-frequency radia-
tion from cell towers are not clear.

Bob Farley, the Director of Public
Works as well as an Elks member,
stated that Nextel approached the club
late last year in regards to erecting the
tower.

“I haven’t been directly involved
but they (the Elks) were evidently ap-

Anna Githens for The Westfield Leader
COMING DOWN...The demolition of 552 Elm Street began on Monday. The
home, owned by Robert Ball, will be replaced by a modern residence by its owner.
Plans for the new home have been approved for engineering aspects and are now
being reviewed by the Westfield Building Department.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MEETING OF POLITICAL MINDS…Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21), left;
Westfield Councilman Andy Skibitsky, center, and Congressman Mike Ferguson
(R-7th) had the chance to discuss business during the annual Lincoln Day
Reception held last week in Mountainside.

William Ziff

Ziff and Dorry File Candidacies
For Westfield School Bd. Election

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Incumbent Will-
iam Ziff and newcomer Steven Dorry
officially submitted their petitions for
candidacy to the Board of Education
(BOE) last week for the three seats on
the board that are up for election in
April.

Mr. Dorry has lived in Westfield
for nine years and New Jersey his
entire life. He and his wife, Sharon, a
registered nurse who now works as a
homemaker, have three daughters age
nine, seven and five. All three girls
attend Tamaques Elementary School.

Mr. Dorry graduated from Boston
College with a bachelor’s degree in
economics and philosophy. He then
achieved a law degree from Seton
Hall University. He is currently em-
ployed as general council for
Net2Phone Global Services, a tele-
communications firm in Newark.

Mr. Dorry told The Westfield Leader
he is a “first timer” when it comes to
running for a position on the board,
but feels he could bring skill to the

table. He has experience dealing with
operating within a budget, a yearly
issue for the BOE. He
said his biggest moti-
vation for pursuing a
seat on the board is
having children in the
schools.

“People want to live
in a town that has a
good school district,”
he said.

He has a “sense of
wanting to be in-
volved” and noted he
has been attending
school board meetings
in order to stay abreast of issues.

Increased enrollment is one issue
that is of great concern to the Town of
Westfield, with enrollment rising 30
percent in the last 10 years.

“Westfield is a town that attracts
families with children. We want to
maintain the student/teacher ratio to
a reasonable size,” Mr. Dorry said.
He continued by saying that this re-
quires planning.

“Focus and a continued investment
in our schools” along with “forecast-
ing and anticipation” are a few of the
ways he said he would suggest for
dealing with rising enrollment.

He also stated that a few schools
are over 50 years old and in need of
renovation, a factor that can play a
big role in school budgets, and can
lead to increased property taxes.

Mr. Dorry feels that there is a “large
disparity where funding comes from”
in the area of state funding.

Of the approximately $69 million
Westfield school budget, only 7 per-
cent comes from state aid. He told

The Leader that he feels the school
district is over reliant on property

taxes for budget
needs.

“Increasing state
funding is an uphill
battle,” he said. “But
it is important that it
is an issue. It is the
lawmakers in Trenton
who oversee the
money that goes to the
BOE.”

He suggested that
residents write letters
to local legislators and
that educating resi-

dents on facts and figures is vital.
According to Mr. Dorry, 93 percent,
or $65,000,000, of the budget is sup-
ported by property taxes. He feels
that by soliciting state funding, that
burden can be reduced.

By “understanding the problem,”
and “planning ahead,” Mr. Dorry feels
that, if elected, he can contribute in
helping the BOE solve some of the
issues that have become the problems
of local taxpayers.

Mr. Ziff told The Leader that
Westfield has a “phenomenal admin-
istration and staff who are open to
thinking outside the box.”

He and his wife, Heidi, have lived
in Westfield since 1994, and he cur-
rently serves on the town’s planning
board as well as the BOE. Mr. Ziff
works as an attorney whose practice
is located in downtown Westfield,
specializing in the representation of
insurance companies and self-
insureds.

Mrs. Ziff works as a mental health

Newpointe Realty Files Lawsuit Against
Town Over Age-Restricted Plan Devel.

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Newpointe Re-
alty, LLC has filed a lawsuit against the
Town of Westfield and Ward &
O’Donnell Property Development Co.,
Inc., challenging the town’s master plan
and ordinances that favor a 50-dwell-
ing, age restricted residential develop-
ment on the Ward property located at
111, 112 and 129 Prospect Street, the
former home of Statistical Research.

The Town Council passed a resolu-

tion on February 1 terminating its con-
tract of sale with Newpointe for town-
owned property on New Street. The
town was to have sold the property to
Newpointe for $330,000. The town
contends the developer failed to ob-
tain Westfield Board of Adjustment
approval of a proposed mixed-use de-
velopment for the site, thus terminat-
ing the agreement with the town.

The plaintiff is seeking to have
changes to the town’s zoning code,
approved late last year by the town’s

planning board and town council, re-
versed in that the changes favor the
Ward development, according to the
litigation that was filed in Superior
Court of Union County on January 28.

Newpointe owns property located
at 115, 113 and 110 South Avenue
and 402 and 404 South Elmer Street,
which is a quarter of a mile from the
Ward property.

The lawsuit stated that prior to
December 14, 2004, the town’s mas-
ter plan land use ordinance provided

that the central business district should
encourage retail sales and personal
services for pedestrian shopping on
the ground floor and commercial and
residential use on the upper floors. In
addition, Newpointe argues that the
Ward development exceeds the maxi-
mum density of any zone in Westfield,
prior to the master plan amendment,
at 50 dwelling units per acre and a
height exceeding 50 feet.

According to the litigation, the
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TAXES TO RISE $105 FOR AVERAGE HOMEOWNER

Council to Introduce
Budget on March 1

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Town
Council is set to introduce a mu-
nicipal budget in March that calls
for a $105 hike for the average
homeowner in town, or roughly
half of last year’s increase, Town
Administrator Jim Gildea revealed
Tuesday night.

The $32.3 million budget repre-
sents a $2.3 million, or 7.8 percent,
spending increase over 2004. A
total of $17.7 million in taxes will
be raised to support the budget.
The finance committee shaved 1.5
cents off the proposed municipal
tax rate over the past week, Mr.
Gildea said. In addition, the appro-
priations side of the budget was
reduced by around $100,000.

“The finance policy committee
feels pretty good about where we
are with this recommendation (to
introduce the budget),” Council-
man and committee Chairman Pe-
ter Echausse said.

Mr. Gildea said the increase in
the budget this year was mostly
due to a 17 percent hike in statu-
tory expenditures led by a $248,000
increase in the annual cost in sew-
erage fees to the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority.

Other increases include a
$188,000 hike in the town’s allo-
cation to the Westfield Memorial
Library; $257,000 for pension costs
and a $35,000 hike in Social Secu-
rity expenses.

Another big expense this year is
group insurance, which has risen
$415,000, or nearly 15 percent,
since last year and nearly $900,000

over the past two years. Legal ex-
penses for ongoing litigation have
gone up $62,000 in the proposed
budget.

Salaries and wages are up
$752,701, or 5 percent over last
year, including a $393,000 hike for
the police department, due in part
to increased costs for retirement
buyouts.

In terms of revenue, in an effort
to lower the amount of money to be
raised through taxes, Mr. Gildea
said the Finance Committee re-
duced the amount of money to the
line item for reserve for uncol-
lected taxes. The finance commit-
tee has anticipated a 98.3 percent
collection rate in 2005, instead of a
98.1 percent rate, saving the town
$80,000 in the amount to be raised
in taxes.

Officials also are anticipating
that state aid will remain flat at
$4.3 million. Last year, aid was up
around $94,000, Mr. Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea noted that the town
will utilize $4.2 million of its $5.6
million surplus this year as a rev-
enue item to lower property taxes,
an increase of $750,000 over what
was used in last year’s budget.

“It (2004) was our best year to
date in 15 years in the generating
of surplus,” said Mr. Gildea.

One item not in the best budgets
is revenue from the town’s sales of
assets account. The money, mostly
from the sale of town-owned land
over the years, currently stands at
$3.8 million. Mr. Gildea said the
governing body opted to no longer
use the fund for operating expenses

Chief Technology Officer Discusses Purchase
Of Several New Computers, Budget Initiatives

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education met on Tuesday
to discuss the technology portion of
the proposed 2005-2006 school year
budget.

The budget presented to the board
by Chief Technology Officer Hal
Johnson totals $1,761,638, which rep-
resents an increase of $45,243, or
2.64 percent, over the 2004-2005 tech-
nology budget.

“We’ve been aggressive in build-
ing our technology infrastructure,”
said board member and Finance Com-
mittee Chairman Richard Solomon.
“We seem to have a better handle on
what needs to be done.”

Of the $1,761,638 in the budget
proposal, salaries and stipends ac-
count for $692,711, a decrease of
2.64 percent from this year’s operat-
ing budget.

The decrease, an anomaly in a bud-
get that has seen increases almost

across the board, was accomplished
through the elimination of a redun-
dant clerical position.

In addition to this, the proposed
budget also saves money by lowering
the amount of money put into training
and outside services. The level of user
knowledge in instructors utilizing the
district’s technology is higher than
previously expected, allowing for a
savings of $43,260 in staff training
and $10,900 in technician training.

A decision to reduce dependency

on outside services to correct techni-
cal problems will also save a pro-
jected $60,360.

Major new initiatives proposed in
the budget include the purchase of 75
computers for the district’s second
grade classes. Westfield currently has
25 sections of second grade, so each
class would be given three comput-
ers. This would mark the first time a
significant dollar amount is invested
in computers at the second grade level.

The proposed budget also calls for
new administration computers at the
elementary and intermediate level, the
purchase of a wireless cart and 16
accompanying computers at Westfield
High School (WHS), and replacement
computers for the district’s libraries.

“Our libraries should be in good
shape by the end of the summer,” said
Mr. Johnson.

Mr. Johnson’s presentation contin-
ued with a detailed breakdown of
proposed new expenditures at the el-
ementary, intermediate and high
school levels.

All hardware and software listed will
be paid off over a four-year lease period.

In addition to the previously men-
tioned computers for the district’s

Mabel Young Good Neighbor Award
Presented to Mountainside Couple
By KIMBERLY BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Honored for
their volunteer work within the bor-
ough and their help to neighbors with
their beekeeping expertise, Ron and
Betty Glenn were presented with the
Mabel Young Good Neighbor Award
at the beginning of Tuesday evening’s
Mountainside Borough Council
meeting.

According to Bill Biunno, who
represents the Mabel Young Award
Committee, the Glenns have helped
many neighbors with bee problems
over the past 27 years including a
family on Central Avenue who had a

wasp nest hanging over their wheel-
chair ramp and at a later time had a
yellow jacket infestation in a gutter
near their back door.

Mr. Biunno also noted that the couple
volunteered their time to help
Children’s Specialized Hospital elimi-
nate wasps and hornets from their prop-
erty as well as scores of other neigh-
bors who have had bee problems.

The couple started their beekeeping
training in 1978 at the Westfield Agri-
cultural Office. The Glenns also keep a
colony of bees at the Watchung Reser-
vation for children to learn from and
have 60 other bee colonies spread out
over five different farms in New Jersey.

In addition, Mr. Biunno stated that
the couple donates fresh baked goods
to food pantries in Plainfield and
Elizabeth and mows the lawn and
maintains the general upkeep of prop-
erty located at the corner of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

It was also noted that Betty served
on the borough’s Rescue Squad 30
years ago.

According to Mr. Biunno, the award



Page 10 Thursday, February 17, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nextel

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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Dr. Ron Glassman, PhD, MPH
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AMA-approved www.MedicalHypnosis.info

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence
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MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
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For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
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Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ziff, Dorry

Town Council approved an ordinance in
December that limited age-restricted,
multi-family housing on the west side
of Prospect Street in the CBD and
within 100 feet of Broad Street. The
minimum lot area would be 20,000
square feet and parking would be lo-
cated underneath the four-story build-
ing.

“The zoning amendment is tailored
specifically to the Ward property and
the proposed Ward development,”
Newpointe contends in the litigation.

According to the lawsuit, “The re-
zoning of the CBD District bears no
relation to the character of the sur-
rounding area and its suitability for
particular purposes. There is no ratio-
nal basis to conclude that the zoning
amendment will further the intended
goal of encouraging retail sales and
personal services oriented to pedes-
trian shopping on the ground floor,
and other commercial activity and
residential use on the upper floors” as
stated in the town’s master plan prior
to passage of the amendment.

The lawsuit charged that prior to
the zoning amendment the maximum
density in town was 25 dwelling units
per acre and a height of 40 feet.

In its lawsuit, Newpointe, owned by
Michael Zemsky, the zoning amend-
ment approved by the Westfield Plan-
ning Board on November 8, 2004 fa-
vored Ward & O’Donnell and is “wholly
inconsistent with the master plan’s stated
goals for the CBD (Central Business
District).”

The town council adopted an ordi-
nance on December 14 that the lawsuit
stated “amended the CBD zoning im-
permissibly to favor a particular devel-
oper, Ward, by targeting the Ward prop-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Newpointe Realty Files
Lawsuit Against Town

erty as the only property to be al-
lowed to develop a four-story resi-
dential condominium building, a use
not permitted under the existing zon-
ing ordinance.”

Newpointe argues in the first count of
the suit that the zoning amendment “ac-
complishes no legitimate purpose and
was not drawn with reasonable consid-
eration of the character of the CBD
District.”

The plaintiff seeks to declare the zon-
ing amendment “invalid and void on its
face” and to restrain the town from imple-
menting and enforcing the zoning
change.

In the second count, Newpointe ar-
gues that the zoning amendment “con-
tains a reclassification of the CBD dis-
trict that is not part of the master plan”
and therefore the ordinance is “not sub-
stantially consistent with Westfield’s
master plan.”

In the third count, the plaintiff argues
that the zoning amendment “was adopted
for the sole purpose of benefiting a pri-
vate party, Ward, for a use that is incom-
patible with surrounding uses and the
character of the district, and not for the
purpose of furthering the comprehen-
sive zoning plan to the benefit of the
collective interests of the community of
Westfield.”

In the final count, Newpointe states
that the zoning amendment “violates
surrounding property owners’ equal pro-
tection rights and substantive due pro-
cess of law as secured by the 14th Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution and the
New Jersey Constitution, as well as the
surrounding property owners’ rights to
fundamental fairness.”

The town and Ward & O’Donnell
have 35 days to respond to the litigation.

Garwood Citizens Air Concerns
About Pigeons, Taxes at Meeting

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Two citizens who
attended the February 8 meeting of
Garwood’s Mayor and Council had
some interesting concerns that were
brought forth.

The first citizen, Rosemary Snow of
322 Willow Avenue, who has a serious
pigeon problem, explained that her
neighbor insists on feeding pigeons,
thus creating a mess of drippings all
over her property.

“The driveway’s a mess, the side of
my house is a mess, and my garage door
is a mess,” she said. “If it’s not resolved,
I’ll just have to file a legal complaint
against her.”

Apparently, Ms. Snow’s neighbor
was previously fined and stopped feed-
ing the pigeons for a while.

Garwood Health Officer Bob Sherr
visited the home of the woman who is
feeding the pigeons last year. He found
the woman’s window open and the attic
floor thick with debris, feathers and
waste.

“The Garwood sanitary code prohib-
its any action which could contribute or
cause a health nuisance,” stated Mr.
Sherr.

The council plans to contact the Board
of Health about this matter.

The second citizen, Bruce Paterson
of 325 Willow Avenue, addressed the
Mayor and Council with a prepared
statement.

Mr. Paterson, who is senior estima-
tor of a mechanical contracting firm, is
very concerned about the county’s high
tax increases. He said that the county
taxes are going up another 7 percent.

“In 2000, we were paying $1.3 mil-
lion and now in 2005 Garwood pays
over $2 million. That works out to 53
percent in five years!” he noted.

Mr. Paterson said that the residents
are very mad about property taxes and
“will not take it anymore.” He feels that
Garwood’s Mayor and Council repre-
sent the residents and should stand up
for them.  He accused the governing
body of “cutting basic services.”

“We can’t even get a community
center without putting Garwood in se-
vere fiscal stress,” he said.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy responded
by saying that since Mr. Paterson had
“quite a bit of time to put this letter
together it seems only fair that we have
a little time to digest what you wrote.”

Mr. Paterson said that he has no prob-

lem with that but he is not going to let it
rest. He reiterated that he feels the
county is to blame for the high tax
increases, but the borough’s mayor and
council have been ignoring the prob-
lem.

He added, “It’s time to take a stand
for the residents of Garwood.”

Mayor McCarthy asked Mr. Pater-
son if he has gone to county meetings to
voice his concerns.

Mr. Paterson said that he has, adding
that he was recently quoted in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times after he went down to
the county freeholders meeting and
called them “fiscal failures.”

Mr. Paterson said that the county
does not care about the residents and
only responds to him by saying “Thank
you very much for your comments.”

He added, “It’s up to the governing
bodies of the municipalities to talk to
them.”

Mr. Paterson followed up with Mayor
McCarthy at “Mayor Saturday” in
Garwood this past weekend. He in-

formed the mayor that he was at the
county freeholder’s meeting on Thurs-
day.

Mr. Paterson said that Supplee
Cooney, Garwood’s town auditor, said
that the town is “going broke.”

The mayor responded, “If we were
broke, we would not be able to conduct
day to day business. Broke is when you
are putting out more than you are taking
in.”

Mr. Paterson added, “Garwood,
Fanwood and Kenilworth are in finan-
cial stress. Possibly they (the county)
are manipulating the towns to just ac-
cept what’s going on with the county.”

Mayor McCarthy said that the terror-
ist attacks on September 11, 2001 have
a lot to do with the kinds of problems all
the towns in all the states and even the
country are in right now.

He added, “It affected everybody, not
only in Garwood or in the county, every-
body. If you pick up the paper you can
read about any level of government any-
where, everybody is facing the same
problems. And it all has to do with 9/11.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Council Will
Introduce Budget on March 1
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Chief Technology Officer
Discusses New Computers

Council Tables Two
Demolition Permits

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Town
Council Tuesday night tabled a
resolution to issue a demolition
permit to Majestic Homes to tear
down a single-family home located
at 135 Harrow Road.

Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman requested that the appli-
cation be tabled as a response to the
ongoing condition of another con-
struction site Majestic is working
located at Willow Grove and Grove
Place.

Mr. Goldman described the ex-
cavation site as “an open pit.” He
said he fears a child could access
the site and fall into the hole.

Third Ward Councilwoman
Joanne Neylan said the problem of
unsafe construction sites in town
“is a problem that needs to be ad-
dressed yesterday.”

“These (excavation sites) are
popping up all over,” she said. “I
really am losing sleep over this.”

Town construction official Steve
Freedman has been asked by Town
Administrator Jim Gildea to pre-
pare a report on what areas of con-
struction sites the town has control
and what areas are outside of their
jurisdiction. Officials have said
once construction on a new home
begins it is covered by the state’s
Uniform Construction Code.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said delaying approval
of the permit to Majestic “sends a
message to the guy” to provide a
better safety mechanism at their
construction sites.

Council members have indicated
that they would like more stable
fencing around construction sites.
Many sites currently only have
small orange fencing to indicate

construction areas.
The council also tabled a resolu-

tion for demolition permit to
Messercola Brothers for 9 Mohawk
Trail. Officials said the Department
of Environmental Protection must
inspect the site due to the recent
removal of an underground leaking
oil tank. Asbestos was also removed
from the home.

During the public session of
Tuesday’s meeting Carleton Road
resident Robert Nehring requested
that the town pass ordinances that
“limit oversize and incongruous
home construction.”

“Westfield is already build-out.
This community has, over the past
several years, entered a phase of
accelerated over development,” he
said.

He said that the town needs to
adopt ordinances “that limit the
scale of new homes by increasing
setbacks, mandating floor area ra-
tios and elevation requirements to
ensure new construction is in keep-
ing with adjoining homes.”

The council adopted an ordinance
for municipal pool fees for the sum-
mer of 2005. As previously re-
ported, the only increases are for
the family with full-time childcare,
increasing from $350 to $443, and
for non-resident senior citizens,
which was increased from $120 to
$130.

The remaining Westfield resident
rates are: family, $278; husband wife
without children, $225; individual,
$165, and senior citizen, $70. Non-
resident fees are: family, $522; fam-
ily with full-time childcare, $832;
husband and wife without children,
$437, and individual, $310. The rate
changes are the first pool permit fee
increases in three years, town offi-
cials have said.

second grade classes, the proposed
budget calls for 30 desktop comput-
ers to be spread evenly among the
district’s six elementary school li-
braries, each costing approximately
$1,600. That figure may change based
on the actual agreement reached with
the chosen supplier.

To complement these new comput-
ers, each school will need a server
costing $2,500. These computers will
be equipped with a library catalogu-
ing program called Alexander. The
program license for each school will
cost approximately $2,000.

The budget also calls for a new
video camera and a new still camera
for each school. Students in the
district’s two intermediate schools
will be the beneficiaries of 15 new
computers in each of the libraries, at
an approximate per unit cost of
$1,600.

The guidance offices at the schools
will also receive seven new desktop
computers each. Mr. Johnson addi-
tionally budgeted for 10 more laptop
computers to be purchased only in
case of emergency.

Board members took exception at
the budgeting of a high number of
computers that may never be pur-
chased.

Mr. Solomon called it a purchase
“we potentially don’t need.”

A similar purchase is budgeted at
WHS.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley called the computers “a
matter of convenience.”

After discussion, Mr. Johnson
agreed to explore the possibility of
paring down the number of budgeted
extra laptops.

The WHS library is budgeted for
six additional desktop computers. The
WHS budget also included the pur-
chase of four multimedia carts that
include televisions, DVD/VCR play-
ers, and sound systems. The carts,
costing approximately $2,500, would
also require the purchase of four new
laptops, budgeted at $1,500.

Westfield citizens will have the
chance to vote on the 2005-2006
school board budget on Tuesday, April
19. The proposed budget stands at
$72,982,339, which is $162,324 over
the allowable budget increase of 4.85
percent.

Following the budget portion of the
meeting, the board approved six new
curricula for first reading. These in-
clude new curricula for Biology I,
Biology II: Advanced Placement, En-
glish IV, Italian IV, an Independent
Study for students in the Gifted Edu-
cation Program, and a new art cur-
ricula for both the intermediate schools.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Berman presented
the board with an application for Ex-
traordinary State Aid for the 2005-
2006 budget in order to help defray
the cost of educating students with
special needs.

The cost for those 52 students is
expected to be just short of $3 mil-
lion, of which $918,501 is eligible for
Extraordinary Aid. Mr. Berman told
that board that the state usually grants
“between 30 and 35 percent” of the
request.

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, February
22. The focus of the meeting will be
the personnel section of the 2005-
2006 budget.

proached because they (Nextel)
couldn’t find another site,” he said.

The Elks Club is a fraternal organi-
zation which provides fellowship for
its members and supports local chari-
ties. The club is interested in the pro-
posed tower because it would help to
increase the charitable donations it is
able to make due to the undisclosed
revenue it would receive from Nextel.

Mr. Farley stated that the Elks have
had to “cut back on some things” be-
cause their biggest fundraiser, bingo,
has not turned out the numbers, or
profits, that it used to.

“This (the tower) would be a boost for
the charities we support,” he said. Chari-
ties benefiting from the Elks contribu-
tions are primarily handicapped chil-
dren, veterans and seriously ill children.

Since the Nextel tower will be placed
on private and not borough property,
town officials would have no jurisdic-
tion.

The board of adjustment will hear
the Nextel application on Thursday,
March 10.

Board member Ted Zawislak is serv-
ing as chairman for this application.

counselor for the Employee Assis-
tance Program. They have a 10-year-
old son who attends Washington El-
ementary School.

Mr. Ziff attended The American Uni-
versity, receiving a Bachelors of Arts
degree in history. He achieved a Master
of Science from Tulane University and a
law degree from Delaware Law School.
He is currently the Standing Secretary,
District XII Ethics Committee, for the
Supreme Court of New Jersey.

“A unique feature of my candidacy is
my experience on the municipal level
and on the BOE. It is my observation
that the two governments need to work
more closely on services provided to
the town,” he said. “From a quality and
tax savings point of view.”

Issues he noted as being a concern to
him were the parking dilemma at
Westfield High School; maintenance of
school properties and budget savings to
help reduce the tax levy. Mr. Ziff also
stated that he would like to keep the lines
of communication open between the BOE
and the mayor and town council on is-
sues that involve both governing bodies.

This year’s candidates field also in-
cludes incumbent Alice Honeycutt and
resident Gary McCready.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mabel Young Award Granted
At Borough Council Meeting

was started in 1998 to honor Mabel Young
and to thank citizens within the borough
who are looked upon as good neighbors
through their volunteer efforts.

In other business, two ordinances were
passed upon second reading both having
to do with price increases. The first in-
creases the Community Pool fees for the
2005 summer season. The increases were
recommended by the Recreation Com-
mission.

It was reported that the fee would be set
at $235 for a resident family, up from
$220, and that a $10 increase to $120
would be raised for a single membership.
A $5 increase would be made at $75 for
a senior membership.

For non-resident families there is a $30
increase, which brings the total for a non-
resident single membership to $440. Both
a single non-resident membership and a
senior non-resident would increase by
$15 to total $220 and $180, respectively.

The ordinance also states that the non-
resident initiation fee will be increased by
$5 to total $35 for a family and $20 for a
single membership.

The second ordinance increases the
fee for certified copies of vital statistics
from $5 a copy to $15 a copy. These
documents are defined as copies of birth,
death and marriage records. The increase
was needed because of state mandated
certified paper now being used for such
documents.

In other business, an ordinance was in-
troduced to approve funding for the resur-
facing of Globe Avenue. A total of $232,500
will be taken from the borough’s Capital
Improvement Fund for the job, but $140,000
will be returned to the borough through a
Department of Transportation grant.

In addition, the council introduced an
ordinance registering and providing li-
censes to contractors doing work in
Mountainside.

According to Councilman William
Lane, the ordinance, which requires con-
tractors to register with the borough for
$100 every two years, now includes any-

one remodeling, adding or taking away
from their home or yard as well as or
installing carpeting or painting.

Councilman Lane suggested that the
ordinance be “scaled back” to not include
painting, installing carpeting or landscap-
ing.

Councilman Paul Mirabelli stated that
he wanted to proceed with the ordinance
as it was originally written to protect
homeowners from “unscrupulous con-
tractors” that take advantage of
homeowners looking to improve their
homes. He said “you defeat the purpose
of the ordinance if you water it down.”

He concluded that the ordinance is meant
to protect homeowners from workers in all
areas of home improvement including
carpet installation and painting.

Councilman Lane stated, “You can’t pro-
tect from every situation. There are cer-
tainly retailers and other professionals that
have taken advantage of customers too.”

Another ordinance was introduced at
regarding the prohibition of feeding wild-
life. One hundred residents including,
Renee Thomaier, signed a petition to
oppose that restriction.

According to Ms. Thomaier, who has
worked with wildlife for many years, rec-
ommended that a committee be formed,
which includes a representative from the
council, to discuss how to better deal with
problems that residents and wildlife face
from utilizing the same space for habitation.

Last month, a handful of residents were
present at the council agenda setting
meeting to ask the governing body to
support an ordinance regarding prohibit-
ing homeowners from feeding deer. These
residents stated that the feeding of wild
animals was a problem as it attracts rac-
coons, mice, rats, squirrels as well as deer
to local properties.

They noted that it then adds to a waste
problem in their yards. Council President
Glenn Mortimer stated that he and the
governing body along with Borough At-
torney John Post would look into the
adoption of such an ordinance.

as of last year’s budget.
In terms of new positions in the budget,

council members agreed to fund a human
resources director at a salary range of
between $60,000 and $75,000, and a
planning professional for the building
department. At the recommendation of
town officials, the position of assistant
director of public works was removed
from the spending plan.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren, who
served as Board of Adjustment attorney
for many years, said the board hears
between 100 and 120 applications per
year, with the planning board hearing 30
to 40 cases annually.

The proposed planning professional,
whose title has yet to be determined,
would have professional planning expe-
rience and would work in the building
department on North Avenue. He or she
would handle everyday planning appli-
cations including drainage and grading
issues, and would follow an application
from the initial filing right through
completion of the approval process, Mr.
Gildea said.

The administrator said the planner

would serve as town liaison to the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC),
which manages the downtown special
improvement district, the Board of Ar-
chitectural Review, the Tree Preservation
Commission and the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

Mayor Greg McDermott said he views
the position as a “quality of life” role in
that this person  would be responsible for
concerns residents have over increased
building in town, as well as customer-
related building department issues.

Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst,
who has had reservations about the new
building department position, said he
would support the position. “I’m nervous
about (the position) but I’m not going to
vote no on the budget because of this,” he
said.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said that a decade ago, economic devel-
opment was the biggest need in town and
thus the council created the DWC. He
said development issues are now the big-
gest challenge facing Westfield and thus
he supports adding the planning position
to the municipal payroll.
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Mahr Provides Update on Grants,
Borough’s Communications Tower

STATE RECOGNITION…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, holding her son
Daniel, is presented with a $60,000 check from New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs (DCA) Commissioner Susan Bass Levin for Fanwood’s
inclusion in the DCA’s Transfer of Development Rights demonstration project.
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By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — As the mayor and
council work on the borough munici-
pal budget and an application for ex-
traordinary aid, Fanwood begins 2005
with a new communications tower and
several grants to perform improve-
ments in the borough.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains – Fanwood Times, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr provided an update on what
is going on in the borough.

“Regarding the budget, we have just
started the meetings between the coun-
cil and the CFO (Chief Financial Of-
ficer). We are working on the appro-
priations side; we have not done the
revenue side yet (of the budget).
Fanwood is going to apply for extraor-
dinary aid again this year, and we will
need to introduce the budget in order
to meet the statutory deadline, which
is March 11. I expect the budget will
be done no later than the first week of
March.”

The extraordinary aid that was re-
ceived by Fanwood last year resulted
in a lower than anticipated increase in
property taxes.

“We are currently reviewing the 2005
budget and we have yet to come to an
estimated rate. We already see costs
that are beyond the borough’s control
that will have an impact on the munici-
pal tax rate, for example health insur-
ance, utilities, and pension contribu-
tions,” stated Mayor Mahr.

The borough received “a $130,000
grant from the Department of Trea-
sury for field alignment, upgrade and
beautification of La Grande Park,”
announced Mayor Mahr. “It will go
towards the tennis courts, ball fields,
play area, the parking situation, and
maybe incorporate a picnic area.”

Pleasant Avenue, which runs from
Martine Avenue to Westfield Avenue,
will have the resurfacing and storm
water management projects completed
that have been needed there for some
time, but have “been stalled,” said
Mayor Mahr.

The borough received an $180,000
grant from the Department of Transpor-
tation, which will go towards the pro-
jected $800,000 total cost of the work.

“It is not nearly as much as we need,
so we are about to put in for a second-
ary discretionary aid grant for
$200,000,” explained Mayor Mahr.
“We’d like to see Pleasant Avenue

happen this year.”
Mayor Mahr feels that “these two

grants speak to how important it is to
work with our elected officials, as-
sembly people and senators. Fanwood
and its residents benefit from the
mayor having an open line of com-
munication with our assembly people
and senators so our needs can be
addressed.”

Towards the goal of gaining future
grant monies, the borough has hired

a grants writer.
The county will be rolling out a

new program in March which will
make available to senior citizens a
$5,000 grant for making home im-
provements, inside or outside the
home, such as new windows or water
heaters. Seniors must meet certain
eligibility requirements. Mayor Mahr
said she encourages all borough se-
niors to contact her at Borough Hall to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Chosen
As Part of State’s

New TDR Program
By PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood was cho-
sen last week as one of six towns
statewide to participate in the state’s
Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) Demonstration project. The
borough intends to utilize the pro-
gram to preserve the borough’s des-
ignated historic district, a Victorian
neighborhood located around Martine
and North Avenues.

Developers will purchase rights
from property owners in the historic
district and instead build in the busi-
ness district, which has been targeted
for growth and which includes
Martine, Terrill and South Avenues.

Under the program, developers
purchase development rights to build

in a “receiving area” – an area that is
targeted for growth, in this case the
downtown business district. The
funding is then used to permanently
preserve land in a “sending area” –
Fanwood’s historic district – at no
cost to taxpayers. Mayor Colleen
Mahr told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the exact re-
ceiving area has as yet to be identi-
fied. The Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (DCA), which is run-
ning the program, has given the bor-
ough $60,000 to offset consulting
and other costs associated with the
program.

“We are going to look at the whole
downtown (as a receiving area),”
she told The Times. She said the
TDR program will “ensure the qual-
ity and integrity” of the historic dis-
trict.

Fanwood was chosen as part of
the program  announced by Depart-
ment of Community Affairs Com-
missioner Susan Bass Levin at a
press conference on February 10 in
Trenton, for its plan to place perma-
nent restrictions on structures in the
borough’s historic district in ex-
change for greater density in a pro-
posed downtown redevelopment
area near the borough’s historic train
station.

“The (Fanwood) proposal pro-
motes redevelopment and transit-
oriented development,” according to
a press release issued by the DCA.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

                                   Benjamin Corbin for The Times
SEEKING SUPPORT…Republican Gubernatorial candidate Doug Forrester,
center, is greeted by, from left, John DeSimone and Robert Tarantino of Clark
and William McClintock of Scotch Plains during the Lincoln Day Reception
fundraiser held in Mountainside last Thursday. Please see more photos and story
on Page 2.

Benjamin Corbin for The Times
HELPING SENIORS…Fanwood Police Sergeant Thomas Jelic speaks to seniors
at All Saints Church in Scotch Plains on Monday regarding Operation Vial File.
Under the program, seniors place the vials, which contain important medical and
contact information, in their refrigerators to assist emergency services personnel.
Please see story on Page 2.

Raritan Road Minor Subdivision,
Fitness Ctr. Addition OK’d by Bd.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —The town-
ship planning board on Monday
evening approved two applications,
began hearings on another and put off
a hearing on a fourth application.

The board gave approval to an ap-
plication by Bill Wilkins of 1650 and
1640 Raritan Road for a minor subdi-
vision and lot line change that re-
quired a front yard and two side yard
setback variances.

Mr. Wilkins is proposing to expand
the property and double the size of
the home presently situated on the
Raritan Road lot. Prior to giving their
approval, board members expressed
some concerns about the narrowness
of the side yards on both sides of the
house and wondered whether it would
be better if the house was razed and
replaced with a new one with wider
side yard setbacks.

The board also approved an appli-
cation by E-2 Willow LLC, the owner
of a building at the corner of East
Second Street and Willow Avenue, to
construct a second floor addition. The
building houses Athletic Edge fitness
center, and owner Ben Scheer told the
board the second floor addition would
be used to provide better service for
his clients, in particular to permit
them to practice sprints and other
running exercises.

The 3,000-square foot addition
would be a single large room with no

equipment, he explained.
The board also spent an hour of

informal discussion on an applica-
tion by Esther Stuart of 2 Balfour
Lane, who is seeking to subdivide her
irregularly-shaped property, which is
situated at a bend in the road where
Balfour Lane meets Allenby Lane.

Ms. Stuart’s attorney, Robert Kraus,
attempted to convince the board that
a variance for a front yard setback
was not needed because, he believed,
her house should be seen as facing
Balfour Lane outright instead of
fronting on the bend that connects the
two streets.

Doing this, he said, would put the

house more in line with neighboring
homes on Balfour Lane. The board dis-
agreed, however, and also raised issues
of side yard setback measurements.
Since revisions to the application will
need to be made, the board will consider
it at its February 28 meeting.

The board began consideration of
an application by Needle Peluso
Homes LLC, which is seeking to sub-
divide a lot at 816 Cleveland Avenue
and build a new home on the second
lot. A new attached garage will be
built onto the existing home in order to
conform with local regulations.

The board will resume the hearing
at its Monday, February 28, meeting.

                                   Fred Rossi for The Times
INTENSE FOCUS…Scotch Plains Planning Board members Paulette Coronato,
left, and Chairwoman Maria Sartor listen to testimony  on subdivision applica-
tions at Monday night’s meeting.

School Board Updated on Progress
Of High School’s Diversity Council

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
was updated last Thursday evening
by the newly-formed Diversity Coun-
cil as to the status of several events.

Board members also learned of a
telethon, the proceeds of which will
benefit victims of the tsunami disas-
ter in Asia that occurred in Decem-
ber 2004.

Amber Porter, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS), discussed the early stages
of the council. The council was
formed in the wake of several racial
incidents at the high school, but as
Ms. Porter explained, it also was
created to educate students about
different perspectives and ideas.

“We wanted something to
happen…we wanted something
done,” she said.

The council additionally an-
nounced it is planning an all-day
event scheduled for Tuesday, April
5. According to members, the event

will be a “convention” designed to
show members of the high school and
other communities what the council
seeks to accomplish.

Speakers from Chubb and
PricewaterhouseCooper are expected
to attend the convention, with several
other speakers and activities also be-
ing planned.

Candace Barnes, a SPFHS student
and council member, explained that
the Diversity Council has a goal for
the future, which she defined as “en-
gaging as many students as possible.”

Included in that goal is discussion
of topics that, while sensitive to many,
encourages new ideas and positive
changes where necessary.

“Our purpose is to break down the
comfort zones,” said Ms. Barnes.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
commented that the development of
the Diversity Council has been amaz-
ing, particularly because it represents
a totally new concept and had no
previous model to work from.

“It’s quite an undertaking to have
pulled it together…without a model,”

commented Mr. Whitehouse. “I ap-
plaud you.”

Board President Linda Nelson
added, “The students have really taken
the initiative in running this (coun-
cil).”

She recognized the fact that
oftentimes, it takes negative moments
to create positive ones.

“Sometimes, bad things happen and
we turn them into positives,” she said.

In addition to the Diversity Coun-
cil discussion, two members of the
Asian Student Association – Liliana
Lee and Ian McNally – announced a
telethon to be held at SPFHS on Sat-
urday, February 26, from 8 to 10 p.m.

Council to Act on New
Spring Clean-Up Fees

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council will intro-
duce an ordinance next week to
modify the township’s spring clean-
up program. They will be instituting

a user fee-based system that will re-
quire residents to purchase an annual
permit if they wish to dispose of large
household items.

The council held discussions and
made final modifications on Tuesday
evening to a draft ordinance prepared
by Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen. One such modification was a
slight widening of the time frame
during which residents will be per-
mitted to place their household refuse
at their curb in advance of their sched-
uled pick-up.

Originally, the draft ordinance had
stated that bulky waste could not be
placed outside more than three days
prior to the start of the pick-up week,
meaning, in essence, that Friday
would be the earliest day for setting
out refuse in advance of the following
week’s pick-up.

Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato agreed with
this language, with Mrs. Coronato
saying that “the more stringent the
guidelines are, the nicer the commu-

Town Eyes March
For Ashbrook Hunt

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The deer
management program in the
Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains will likely take place in the
middle of March, township offi-
cials announced Tuesday night.

The Township Council, by a 4-1
vote, awarded a contract to Wild-
life Management Services (WMS)
of Mountainside to operate the pro-
gram, which seeks to reduce the
burgeoning deer population in the
reservation.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
who last month voted against ap-
plying for a deer hunt permit, voted
against the awarding of the con-
tract.

After consulting with Union
County officials, who called both
WMS and the other bidder, Deer
Management Systems of Hamp-
ton, “well qualified,” Township
Manager Thomas Atkins told coun-
cil members that the bids from the
two companies were similar. The
bid from WMS, a newer company
whose principals had considerable
experience working for Deer Man-
agement Systems, was slightly
lower at $11,460, half of which
will be reimbursed by the county.

WMS will now spend the next
three to four weeks preparing for
the program, which seeks to re-
duce the deer herd to about 20 per
square mile. Township officials are
awaiting a permit from the state
Division of Fish and Wildlife; once

that is received, it’s hoped that the
hunt can be conducted in the middle
of March.

Mr. Atkins said that about 130
adjacent property owners would be
notified in advance of the program.
He also said that there would be
communication between WMS and
township officials during each day’s
hunt.

In a related matter, the council
will introduce an ordinance, either
next week or in early March, that
will prohibit the feeding of certain
wildlife such as deer, squirrels and
geese, except for birds via
birdfeeders, on public and private
property.

The ordinance is needed to com-
ply with the recently-issued
stormwater management regula-
tions. It is hoped the new rules
would also lessen the tendency of
deer to wander off both the
Ashbrook and Watchung Reserva-
tions and onto nearby streets and
residential properties, where
homeowners sometimes place food
for wildlife.

At its conference meeting, the
council agreed to introduce an or-
dinance to set a four-ton truck
weight limit on Hunter Avenue.
The police department has received
complaints about large commer-
cial vehicles traveling on that street.

It was found that many large
trucks coming from Route 78 that
want to get to Terrill Road turn
right onto Mountain Avenue after
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ascertain if they meet the criteria.
The mayor said the borough’s new

communications tower, which is lo-
cated at Borough Hall and is used by the
police and fire departments, as well as
the rescue squad, has been completed
and has been up and running for two
weeks.

Mayor Mahr said there were three
main concerns that fueled the need for
a new tower. First, it was difficult to
have effective communications with
other towns with the old tower. Second,
there was a concern about the signal’s
ability to penetrate into buildings, base-
ments and vaults.

“For example, if something were to
happen in the basement of the A&P or
a bank vault,” said Mayor Mahr. “The
frequency range is now 100 percent
better.”

Lastly, there were certain times when
communication within Fanwood’s bor-
ders was hampered. With the new tower
this has been resolved.

“As mayor I want to commend and
thank the police department for all the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Mahr Provides Update
On Grants and Cellular Tower

leadership that they have taken” on this
project, stated Mayor Mahr. “I am
pleased that we are starting the new
year off with the state-of- the-art com-
munications tower which our first re-
sponders most desperately needed.”

Last weekend Mayor Mahr hosted
the borough’s first annual operational
and communications meeting, “with
the goal of enhancing communication
between all the various departments
and committees, to form a more cohe-
sive community in Fanwood,” an-
nounced Mayor Mahr.

“All the key decision makers and
chairs, ranging from the construction
official to the police to the Environ-
mental Commission Chair, know each
other, but they don’t interface much.”
The meeting will also hold a discussion
of how they can communicate back to
the residents, for example through the
Fanwoodian newsletter and the
borough’s website.

Mayor Mahr plans for this to be
an annual or biannual meeting in the
future.
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DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Commissioner Levin told The Times
that, “Fanwood is the only one that is
preserving a historic district” of those
municipalities selected for the TDR
program.

She said the borough’s proposal is
unique in that it proposes redevelop-
ment near Fanwood Train Station,
which will “preserve the historic nature
of the historic district.”

Mayor Mahr said borough property
owners in the historic district will trans-
fer their rights, such as building onto
their homes, etc, to a developer who
will than pursue development options
in the business district. The mayor
said property owners would be com-
pensated for the transfer of develop-
ment rights.

“TDR is a new innovative tool that
planners use to preserve land,” Mayor
Mahr said. “This new tool is a method to
preserve a historic area by using the power
of the market to purchase or compensate
the homeowner for a restriction on their
property with their consent. I am eager
and hopeful that this program will help us
meet the goals of historic preservation for
Fanwood.”

“It’s (the TDR program) so new and
unique, and for such a small borough
we are really out in front,” Mayor Mahr
told The Times. She said other munici-
palities will look to the borough as sort
of a “trailblazer” for being the first
town to attempt a TDR in a historic
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Fanwood Chosen As Part
Of State’s TDR Program

district.
Commissioner Levin said the DCA

has chosen “a diverse range of
projects” for the demonstration pro-
gram. “We want to make sure we
partner every step of the way (with
the six towns).”

“The state’s TDR demonstration pro-
grams provide communities with a pow-
erful tool for redirecting growth from one
area of a community to another,” Com-
missioner Levin added. “At its heart, the
Transfer of Development Rights is an
investment in our future, changing the
way development occurs in a community
by preserving open space and focusing
development in the right places.”

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, a
former Fanwood mayor said, “As both
a resident of Fanwood and a resident of
this district, I understand how impor-
tant historic preservation and down-
town redevelopment is to the future of
our community.”

New Jersey is the first state to launch
a statewide TDR program. The pro-
gram was a result of a successful pilot
program initiated in Burlington
County in 1989. Legislation enacting
the TDR program was signed into law
on March 29, 2004. The legislation
stipulates a maximum of $400,000 in
administrative costs from the three-
year program and cutoffs planning
assistance grants to municipalities at
$1.5 million.

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance in part-
nership with the Quick Chek of
Fanwood have launched a free pro-
gram for Fanwood residents.

“Operation Vial File” is a project
which distributes at no cost, an emer-
gency medical information packet for
residents to store vital information. It
is designed to be retrieved by police or
rescue personnel that may arrive at
their homes on a medical call.

The simple packet is made up of a
traditional prescription vial, the vial holds
an informational sheet inside which lists
vital medical information, medicines,
doctors contact information, relative
contact information and other informa-
tion police or rescue personnel can rely
on if at the home on a call.

The packet also includes a decal,
which is placed on the refrigerator
door which alerts the responders the
person participates in the program.

“Every household has a refrigera-
tor, the idea of placing our vial on the
inside refrigerator door is to mandate
a uniform location, this way we’re

not searching the house for the infor-
mation,” stated Fanwood Police Ser-
geant Thomas Jedic.

“Time can be critical in treating
someone during a medical interven-
tion, finding the information some-
where in the house can be chaotic,
especially if the person in uncon-
scious” added Sergeant Jedic.

The program will cost the taxpay-
ers nothing. All the materials have
been donated by the Quick Chek,
already a partner with the alliance by
supporting the Public Safety Infor-
mation Booth at 572 North Avenue.

They were generous enough to
donate the vials and the alliance pro-
vided the printed materials.

“This type of project clearly shows
how the police, residents and busi-
nesses in town can work together to
improve the quality of life for every-
one,” stated Sergeant Jedic.

Vials can be obtained by contact-
ing the alliance via email at their web
address of www.fanwoodcpa.org or
by contacting Sergeant Jedic at (908)
322-5000, extension 151.
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School Board

Fanwood Police, Quick Chek
Launch ‘Operation Vial File’

The goal of the telethon is to raise
money for victims of the tsunami
that ravaged Asia, killing or injuring
several hundred thousand people and
causing mass destruction of prop-
erty.

Broadcast live on Channel 34, the
telethon will include a silent auction,
prizes that will include Mets tickets,
a Colorado ski resort package, SAT
prep course, Broadway tickets and a
weekend at the Short Hills Hilton.

According to information provided,
Verizon has donated 20 cellular tele-
phones, and Comcast is assisting with
the live broadcast.

It was also announced that the
board’s budget meeting, which had
been scheduled for this past Tuesday,
has been moved to Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 23, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The board’s next regular meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, February 24,
at 7:30 p.m., with the public session
beginning at 8 p.m.

Garwood Citizens Air Concerns
About Pigeons, Taxes at Meeting

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Two citizens who
attended the February 8 meeting of
Garwood’s mayor and council had
some interesting concerns that were
brought forth.

The first citizen, Rosemary Snow
of 322 Willow Avenue, who has a
serious pigeon problem, explained
that her neighbor insists on feeding
pigeons, thus creating a mess of drip-
pings all over her property.

“The driveway’s a mess, the side of
my house is a mess, and my garage
door is a mess,” she said. “If it’s not
resolved, I’ll just have to file a legal
complaint against her.”

Apparently, Ms. Snow’s neighbor
was previously fined and stopped
feeding the pigeons for a while.

Garwood Health Officer Bob Sherr
visited the home of the woman who is
feeding the pigeons last year. He found
the woman’s window open and the
attic floor thick with debris, feathers
and waste.

“The Garwood sanitary code pro-
hibits any action which could con-
tribute or cause a health nuisance,”
stated Mr. Sherr.

The council plans to contact the
Board of Health about this matter.

The second citizen, Bruce Pater-
son of 325 Willow Avenue, addressed
the mayor and council with a pre-
pared statement.

Mr. Paterson, who is senior estima-
tor of a mechanical contracting firm,
is very concerned about the county’s
high tax increases. He said that the
county taxes are going up another
7 percent.

“In 2000, we were paying $1.3
million and now in 2005 Garwood
pays over $2 million. That works out
to 53 percent in five years,” he noted.

Mr. Paterson said that the residents
are very mad about property taxes
and “will not take it anymore.” He
feels that Garwood’s mayor and coun-
cil represent the residents and should
stand up for them.  He accused the
governing body of “cutting basic ser-
vices.”

“We can’t even get a community
center without putting Garwood in
severe fiscal stress,” he said.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy re-
sponded by saying that since Mr.
Paterson had “quite a bit of time to
put this letter together it seems only
fair that we have a little time to digest
what you wrote.”

Mr. Paterson said that he has no
problem with that but he is not going
to “let it rest.” He reiterated that he
feels the county is to blame for the
high tax increases, but the borough’s
mayor and council have been ignor-
ing the problem.

He added, “It’s time to take a stand
for the residents of Garwood.”

Mayor McCarthy asked Mr. Pater-

son if he has gone to county meetings
to voice his concerns.

Mr. Paterson said that he has, add-
ing that he was recently quoted in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times after he went
down to the county freeholders meet-
ing and called them “fiscal failures.”

Mr. Paterson said that the county
does not care about the residents and
only responds to him by saying,
“Thank you very much for your com-
ments.”

He added, “It’s up to the governing
bodies of the municipalities to talk to
them.”

Mr. Paterson followed up with
Mayor McCarthy at “Mayor Satur-
day” in Garwood this past weekend.
He informed the mayor that he was at
the county freeholder’s meeting on
Thursday.

Mr. Paterson said that Supplee
Cooney, Garwood’s town auditor, said

that the town is “going broke.”
The mayor responded, “If we were

broke, we would not be able to con-
duct day to day business. Broke is
when you are putting out more than
you are taking in.”

Mr. Paterson added, “Garwood,
Fanwood and Kenilworth are in fi-
nancial stress. Possibly they (the
county) are manipulating the towns
to just accept what’s going on with
the county.”

Mayor McCarthy said that the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11, 2001
have a lot to do with the kinds of
problems all the towns in all the states
and even the country are in right now.

He added, “It affected everybody,
not only in Garwood or in the county,
everybody. If you pick up the paper
you can read about any level of gov-
ernment anywhere, everybody is fac-
ing the same problems. And it all has
to do with 9/11.”
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Newpointe Realty Sues
Over Age-Restricted
Plan Development
By PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Newpointe Re-
alty, LLC has filed a lawsuit against
the Town of Westfield and Ward &
O’Donnell Property Development,
Co., Inc., challenging the town’s mas-
ter plan and ordinances that favors a
50-dwelling age restricted residen-
tial development on the Ward prop-
erty located at 111, 112 and 129 Pros-
pect Street, the former home of Sta-
tistical Research.

The Town Council passed a resolu-
tion on February 1 terminating its
contract of sale with Newpointe for
town-owned property on New Street.
The town was to have sold the prop-
erty to Newpointe for $330,000. The
town contends the developer failed to
obtain Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment approval of a proposed mixed-
use development for the site, thus
terminating the agreement with the
town.

The plaintiff is seeking to have
changes to the town’s zoning code,
approved late last year by the town’s
planning board and town council, re-
versed in that the changes favor the
Ward development, according to the
litigation that was filed in Superior
Court of Union County on January
28.

Newpointe owns property located
at 115, 113 and 110 South Avenue
and 402 and 404 South Elmer Street,
which is a quarter of a mile from the
Ward property.

The lawsuit stated that prior to
December 14, 2004, the town’s mas-
ter plan land use ordinance provided
that the central business district should
encourage retail sales and personal
services to pedestrian shopping on
the ground floor and commercial and
residential use on the upper floors. In
addition, Newpointe argues that the
Ward development exceeds the maxi-
mum density of any zone in Westfield,
prior to the master plan amendment,
at 50 dwelling units per acre and a
height exceeding 50 feet.

According to the litigation, the
Town Council approved an ordinance
last December that limited age-re-
stricted, multi-family housing on the
west side of Prospect Street in the
CBD and within 100 feet of Broad
Street. The minimum lot area would
be 20,000 square feet and parking
would be located underneath the four-
story building.

“The zoning amendment is tailored
specifically to the Ward property and
the proposed Ward development,”
Newpointe contends in the litigation.

“The rezoning of the CBD District

bears no relation to the character of
the surrounding area and its suitabil-
ity for particular purposes. There is
no rational basis to conclude that the
zoning amendment will further the
intended goal of encouraging retail
sales and personal services oriented
to pedestrian shopping on the ground
floor, and other commercial activity
and residential use on the upper
floors” as stated in the town’s master
plan prior to passage of the amend-
ment.

The lawsuit charged that prior to
the zoning amendment the maximum
density in town was 25 dwelling units
per acre and a height of 40 feet.

In their lawsuit, Newpointe, owned
by Michael Zemsky, the zoning
amendment approved by the Westfield
Planning Board on November 8, 2004
favored Ward & O’Donnell and is
“wholly inconsistent with the master
plan’s stated goals for the CBD (Cen-
tral Business District).”

The town council adopted an ordi-
nance on December 14, 2004 that the
lawsuit stated “amended the CBD
zoning impermissibly to favor a par-
ticular developer, Ward, by targeting
the Ward property as the only prop-
erty to be allowed to develop a four-
story residential condominium build-
ing, a use not permitted under the
existing zoning ordinance.”

Newpointe argues in the first count
of the suit that the zoning amendment
“accomplishes no legitimate purpose
and was not drawn with reasonable
consideration of the character of the
CBD District.”

The plaintiff seeks to declare the
zoning amendment “invalid and void
on its face” and to restrain the town
from implementing and enforcing the
zoning change.

In the second count, Newpointe
argues that the zooming amendment
“contains a reclassification of the
CBD district that is not part of the
master plan” and therefore the ord-
nance is “not substantially consistent
with Westfield’s master plan.”

In the third count, the plaintiff ar-
gues that the zoning amendment “was
adopted for the sole purpose of ben-
efiting a private party, Ward, for a use
that is incompatible with surround-
ing uses and the character of the dis-
trict, and for the purpose of further-
ing the comprehensive zoning plan to
the benefit of the collective interests
of the community of Westfield.

In the final count, Newpointe states
that the zoning amendment “violates
surrounding property owners’ equal
protection rights and substantive due
process of law as secured by the 14th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
and the New Jersey Constitution, as
well as the surrounding property own-
ers’ to fundamental fairness.”

The town and Ward & O’Donnell
have 35 days to respond to the litiga-
tion.

nity looks.” She said that in previous
years, “the town really looks crummy
the whole month of June” as many
residents placed refuse at their curb
weeks in advance of the scheduled
pick-up.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool ob-
jected to the three-day rule, saying
that “we’re making a major change to
something people have been living
with for years,” and instead suggest-
ing that a wider time frame be insti-
tuted “so people have time to adjust.”

Councilman Frank Rossi agreed,
calling the three-day limit “harsh.”
He suggested a five-day limit, or the
Wednesday prior to the following
week’s scheduled pick-up as a com-
promise, something his colleagues
eventually agreed to.

Mayor Marks emphasized that he
wants the police department to en-
force the five-day limit as well as the
township’s regulations forbidding
scavenging. He also said he would
like to receive written reports after
the June program is completed de-
tailing police enforcement of both
the early setting out of refuse and the
anti-scavenging ordinance.

The council is expected to meet
with Police Chief Mark Zyla to dis-
cuss his department’s role in enforce-
ment matters in the near future. The
details of the program’s operation,
including the cost of the permit, will
be done administratively, but Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins sug-
gested a $60 fee for this year.

The modification of the program
has become necessary because its cost
has skyrocketed in recent years due to
a number of factors. The lack of quali-
fied bidders to perform the service as
well as problems involving out-of-
towners dumping their own house-
hold refuse at Scotch Plains curbs
contribute to the expense.

It was estimated several weeks ago
that maintaining the program could
cost the township more than $300,000
per year and as much as $500,000 in
future years. Instead, township offi-
cials expect the $300,000 figure to be
cut by more than two-thirds this year,
with the remaining $100,000 being
spent on start-up and administrative
costs associated with the new pro-
gram. The program will be financed
only by those homeowners with a
need to dispose of bulky household
items instead of being funded by all
property owners via property taxes.

The permit to be purchased will
allow residents to dispose of up to
750 pounds of waste. Township offi-
cials would encourage neighbors with
combined items weighing less than
this amount to share the cost of a
permit so that, theoretically, several
households could place their com-
bined items at the curb while splitting
the permit’s cost two or three ways.

If a household placed more than
750 pounds at the curb, that resident
will be informed that they require a
second permit.

traveling over the Park Avenue bridge
over Route 22 because their maps
show Mountain Avenue as a county
roadway.

Once on Mountain Avenue, how-
ever, the only way to get to Terrill
Road is to cut through a side street to
Front Street. Myrtle and Willow Av-
enues have four-ton weight limit signs
posted, but Hunter Avenue does not.
The Police Department found that
most trucks cut through on Hunter
Avenue because once the driver is on
westbound Mountain Avenue, he has
no other place to turn once he reaches
the end of Mountain Avenue.

Restricting large trucks on Mountain
Avenue is not possible because it is a
county road and the county cannot re-
strict trucks from traveling on its roads.

However, Jeffrey Sias, Union County
Director of the Division of Engineer-
ing, advised township officials that an
advisory sign could be posted on Park
Avenue before its intersection with
Mountain Avenue directing trucks over
four tons to use Front Street to gain
access to Terrill Road. A sign could also
be posted advising truck drivers that
there is “No Thru Truck Traffic” on
Mountain Avenue.

An ordinance that will be intro-
duced at the council’s meeting next
Tuesday will add Hunter Avenue to
the township ordinance that prohibits
trucks over four tons.
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GOP Prepares for Primary,
Fall Elections at Fundraiser
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By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union County
Republicans kicked off this year’s elec-
tion cycle last Thursday night with
party leaders calling this year’s Lin-
coln Day fundraising reception one of
the best-attended events in years.

The big attraction this year was the
attendance of GOP candidates seek-
ing the party’s gubernatorial nomina-
tion in the June Primary. Among those
candidates attending were 2002 U.S.
Senate nominee Doug Forrester,
Morris County freeholder John
Murphy, Washington Township Coun-
cilman (Bergen County) Robert
Schroeder, State Assemblyman Paul
DiGaetano (R-36), and former Bergen
County freeholder Todd Caligre.

Bret Schundler, the 2001 GOP
Gubernatorial nominee, and Bogota
(Bergen County) Mayor Steve
Lonegan were not in attendance.

With a switch of venue from The
Westwood in Garwood to L’Affaire
on Route 22 in Mountainside this
year for the annual fundraiser, County
Chairman Phil Morin of Cranford
said the turnout of over 200 persons
was the best attendance in several
years for the event.

“Certainly this is the largest Lin-
coln Day event we have had in years,”
Mr. Morin said.

Congressman Mike Ferguson of
Warren (R-7) added that the new
members of the party at Thursday’s
reception “are as sign of growth and
vitality of our party.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield
(R-21) made a comparison between
New Jersey politics and the free elec-
tions, which just occurred in Iraq.

“To think while the vote was going
on in Iraq and people who have never
been given the right to vote in their
entire lives were dipping their fingers
into the ink wells, Democratic Pri-
mary voters in this state were being
deprived of their rights to choose their
candidates,” said Senator Kean, a ref-
erence to Acting Governor Richard
Codey’s decision not to run for Gover-
nor due to U.S. Senator Jon Corzine’s
huge financial edge in the race.

Senator Kean said the Democratic
majority in the State Legislature has
“mortgaged our future again and
again.”

The Senator noted that Abraham
Lincoln and George W. Bush have
one similar comparison – they both
lost New Jersey twice in the general
election.

As for the Governor’s race, Mr.
DiGaetano, an Assemblyman from
the 36th District in Bergen County,
noted that he is not able to self-fund
his campaign.

Proctor Says Bush Tax Cuts
Have Reduced Block Grants

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

ELLZABETH — Union County
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
last week spoke with an air of cau-
tion, mentioning that the Bush
Administration’s tax cuts have
brought about a 50 percent reduction
in federal community block grants
for Union County, from $6 million to
$3 million.

Freeholder Proctor claimed that the
cuts “will hit senior programs par-
ticularly hard.”

At the meeting’s outset, special
recognition was given to members of
the County Youth Service Bureau for
their participation in a youth out-
reach program aimed at exposing “at-
risk” youth to incarcerated youth.

Participants from the Prosecutor’s
Office, Linden High School and oth-
ers were honored. Board Member
Angel Estrada emphasized the im-
portance of such programs, given “the
magnitude of the problem we face in
our society today.”

Vice-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said he recently visited stu-
dents in Lisa Szustwal’s class at St.
Bartholomew’s School in Scotch
Plains. Mr. Mirabella recognized their
completion of a special environmen-

tal studies unit dealing with trees.
The board approved a resolution to

extend the contract with Children’s
Museum of Central New Jersey in
Westfield for 18 months. The mu-
seum is still several years away from
becoming a reality in the county.

The board appointed Westfielder
James Aiello to the Union County
Solid Waste Advisory Board. Also,
Scotch Plains residents Dennis Hardie
and Ira Bernstein were appointed to
the Union County Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board.

A contract with T&M Associates
of Middletown was approved. The
firm will help design a new traffic
signal to be installed at the intersec-
tion of North Avenue and Crossway
Place in Westfield.

The board also approved an engi-
neering service contract with PMK
Group of Cranford for groundwater
and storm sewer monitoring at the
Veneri Complex at 300 North Avenue
in Westfield.

Nancy A. Piwowar of Plainfield
thanked the Board for its proclama-
tion of Sunday, March 6, as National
Lymphedema Awareness Day. Ms.
Piwowar noted that Union County
has been the first New Jersey county
to do so.

PaulPeyton for The Leader and The Times
GOVERNOR CONTENDERS…Mary Ogden of Summit poses with GOP con-
tenders for governor at the Union County Republican Committee’s annual
Lincoln Day Reception held February 10 at L’Affaire in Mountainside. Pictured
above, from left to right, are: Doug Forrester, Paul DiGaetano, Mrs. Ogden, Todd
Caligire and John Murphy.

Morin Blasts County’s Pay
Raise For Gov.’s Brother

Noting that he has applied for
matching state campaign funds he
said, “We will have enough money to
fund the campaign all the way through
to June. We will have a very efficient
and targeted campaign.”

Mr. DiGaetano has been in the leg-
islature for 16 years and served six
years as majority leader and two years
as minority leader in the General
Assembly.

“My campaign has demonstrated that
not only do I have a working knowl-
edge of state government and a good
handle on the issues, but also I am the
best contrast to Jon Corzine. I am a
blue-collar working class boots guy. I
am regularly in work boots and jeans,
flannel or wool shirt. That’s what we
need to contrast the guy. To be real New
Jerseyans,” he told The Leader and The
Times. The candidate owns a construc-
tion and development company.

Mr. Forrester, the GOP’s 2002 U.S.
Senate nominee, stated he believes he
is positioned well to win the gubernato-
rial nomination this fall. He vowed that
if he wins the primary, the party will be
united for the general election cam-
paign in the fall, which he said was not
the case in the 2001 governor’s race.

When asked what he needs to de-
feat Mr. Corzine, Mr. Forrester jok-
ingly says, “All I need to beat Jon
Corzine is to have Jon Corzine stick
with it until Election Day.”

In 2002 incumbent U.S. Senator
Robert Torricelli pulled out of the
race (due to a probe into his 1996
fundraising efforts) a month before
the election against Mr. Forrester.
Frank Lautenberg, a retired Senator
at the time, who went on to win that
November, replaced him.

Mr. Forrester said the fact that he is
self-funding his campaign should not

be a campaign issue in the primary.
He said the fact that the issue has been
brought by some of his opponents “is
a real distraction” away from the real
issues in the race. He said he does not
believe taxpayers should fund pri-
mary candidates, which happens
when candidates apply for state
matching campaign funds.

“It is very important that we have
the right resources to get our message
out and I can guarantee we will have
enough resources to get our message
out,” Mr. Forrester said, noting that
Democrats will have a “well oiled
machine” that will outspend Repub-
licans in the fall.

“New Jersey is in crisis. New Jer-
sey needs a businessman who is out-
side of Trenton to come in and clean
house,” Mr. Forrester said.

He pointed to his experience as the
former mayor of West Windsor in
South Jersey, as the director of state
pension funds in the administration
of former Governor Thomas H. Kean,
and the fact that he built his own
business, Benecard Services, a phar-
maceutical benefits management
company.

Mr. Forrester said honesty in gov-
ernment has become a major cam-
paign issue in the state. “He (Mr.
Corzine) has been their (the Demo-
crats) funding source and they have
led us to the verge of bankruptcy.”

Also noting the spending practices
of the Democratic majority in the
State Legislature, Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (R-21) said the governor’s
race “is ours to win.”

Assemblyman Munoz of Summit
and his running-mate, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick who served as auction-
eer at Thursday’s event, are both seek-
ing reelection this year.

CRANFORD — Union County
Republican Chairman Phil Morin
called upon Union County Freeholder
Chairman Rick Proctor to explain the
basis for the decision by the all-Demo-
crat Union County Freeholder Board
to boost the salary of Robert Codey,
the brother of Acting Governor Rich-
ard Codey, despite no authority or
precedent for such a maneuver.

According to Mr. Morin, Robert
Codey, an attorney with the State At-
torney General’s Office, received a
$46,731 salary increase after a unani-
mous vote by the freeholder board in
late September of 2004. The increase
gives him a $12,000 pension boost.

“It is time that the Freeholder Chair-
man explained his vote on this ‘golden
parachute’ at taxpayer expense in-
stead of hiding behind his PR depart-
ment,” Mr. Morin said. “With the all-
Democrat freeholder board looking
at an $18 million tax increase in 2005,
the public deserves an explanation
from Mr. Proctor, not another press

release from his million-dollar spin
doctors.”

“Ironically, Robert Codey was spe-
cially assigned to Union County by
the Attorney General to help find
‘organized crime’ in Union County,”
Mr. Morin said. “I’ve got a tip for him
- the Democrats are well-organized
in Union County and what the all-
Democrat freeholder board is doing
to taxpayers is a crime.”

State Sets $1.3 Million
To County For Projects

TRENTON – Acting Governor Ri-
chard Codey signed legislation last
month dedicating loans and grants
for open space and park projects in
Union County. This includes $1.3
million for projects and $1.2 million
for planning incentive awards.

In total, 12 state bills dedicated $353
million in loans and grants toward
preserving open space and protecting
natural resources in New Jersey.

The funding will go to Linden with
$250,000, to Elizabeth with $67,000
and to Union County Meisel Avenue
Park for $1,100,000.

The county is redeveloping Meisel
Park in Springfield to include a six-
lane all weather track, a football/soc-
cer field, softball and baseball fields;
a fitness trail; and restroom renova-
tion to the existing fieldhouse.
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Garwood Borough School
Construction Continues

Anna Githens for The Leader and The Times
GOOD BYE TO FRANKLIN…Construction crews began demolition work on
Garwood’s Franklin School last week. The school was built in 1913.  Students now
attend Lincoln Elementary and Middle School.

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – While the final
phase of the Lincoln School reno-
vation project is underway, con-
struction crews began the demoli-
tion work on February 8 to Franklin
School (located behind Lincoln),
which was built in 1913. Franklin
School is the oldest municipally-
owned structure in Garwood.

Garwood residents passed a $9
million bond referendum a few years
ago to support both projects. An
additional $3 million was funded
through the New Jersey School Con-
struction Act.

“It was designed by D.C. Newman
Collins, the architect who also de-
signed gatun locks on the Panama
Canal,” said Linda Koenig, Presi-
dent of the Garwood Historical
Committee and Vice President of
the Board of Education. “Poured
reinforced concrete, a method de-
veloped by Thomas Edison, was
used when the school was built.”

Ms. Koenig, along with some
other Garwood residents, had been
interested in remodeling and pre-
serving the original building. Over
the past few years, studies were
done to explore the possibility of
maintaining Franklin School but it
was determined that the school did
not meet current educational stan-
dards, particularly square footage
of classrooms.

The construction project is not
expected to cause any interruption
to school services, school officials
said. The Lincoln School plan pro-
vides for a new media center, caf-
eteria, administrative area, music
room, computer lab and 11 new
classrooms with additional support
areas. The new school will house
both elementary and middle school
students.

The renovation project has also
run into a couple of unforeseen cost
increases along the way, officials
said, one of which involved the re-
moval of plywood flooring and as-
bestos tile in three of the Franklin
classrooms. Complete asbestos re-
moval had already taken place. The
unexpected removal of the asbestos
tile and flooring cost an additional
$18,150.

The Garwood Board of Educa-
tion has said they have attended to
neighbors concerns and complaints
along the way. Neighbors have been
upset with the lights along the side
of Lincoln School. The school board
had new lighting installed with
shades so that light would not shine
on neighboring homes. However,
residents have said the lights have
not been toned down enough.

Another neighborhood complaint
on Third Avenue has been about
excessive noise coming from the air
conditioning unit on the roof at Lin-
coln School. The Board of Educa-
tion has acknowledged this concern
and plans to address the need for a
sound barrier installation over
spring break in March.

“We have been very compassion-
ate about that problem,” said Bar-
bara Tudek, Business Administra-
tor of the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion. “We are working diligently to
solve the noise problem.” Estimates
to install the sound barrier run
roughly around $100,000, officials
said.

Further community complaints
focus around the relocation of a
large maintenance shed. Neighbors
have expressed that the board is not
being considerate of the neighbors
when addressing landscaping issues
and changes on school property.
They claim that the shed (which is
being used for metal storage) is an
eyesore. The school board says that
this shed cannot be moved.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Westfield Community Center News

Remembering Dr. King
By SASHA SCHWARZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

It was a cold day but warm inside
the Westfield Community Center. It
gave everyone a proud feeling being
there. Zayid Mohammed’s Freedom
School Choir performed “We Shall
Overcome” and other songs.
Westfield’s “finest” in their handsome
uniforms, celebrated with us. They
made us feel very safe.

MAPLECREST
Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
68 River Road
Summit, New Jersey 07901

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
2800 Springfield Avenue
Union, New Jersey 07088

908-964-7700
www.maplecrestauto.comHOT ZONE

*Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except for taxes, tags, licensing, and registration. All rebates to dealer. This ad is a coupon and must be presented at time of sale.
This advertisement supersedes all previous advertisements.  Not responsible for typographical errors. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 02/24/2005.

2005 Mercury MARINER
AUTO • 4 CYL • AWD • AM/FM STEREO/CD • AC • PWR MIRR • ROOF RACK 

MSRP: $23,905 • VIN# 5DJ13571 • STK# 5E45

RCO BASED ON: 23 months, 10K/YR, $1,999 Down, Total Payments of $3,657, and a Final 
Payment of $14,821.10. INCLUDES:

$2,000 RCL/RCO Customer Cash,
$500 Returning RCL/RCO

Renewal Program

MONTH/
23MONTHS

$199*
BUY FOR

2005 Mercury 
MOUNTAINEER

AUTO • 6 CYL • AWD • AM/FM STEREO/CD
PWRSTEER/WIN/LCKS/MIRR/BRKS  • TILT  

REAR DEFR • LEATHER • ROOF RACK • CRUISE 
KEYLESS ENTRY • MSRP: $34,160 

VIN# 5UJ07701 • STK# 5T49

RCO BASED ON: 23 months, 10K/YR, $1,999 Down, 
Total Payments of $4,577, and a Final Payment of 

$18,788. INCLUDES: $2,000 Ford Credit Bonus 
Cash, $2,000 RCL/RCO Customer Cash,$500 

Returning RCL/RCO Renewal Program
MONTH/
23MONTHS

$329*
BUY FOR

2005 Lincoln 
AVIATOR

AUTO • 8 CYL • AWD • PWR STEER/LCKS/MIRR
AC • ALLOW WHLS • DUAL TEMP. CONTROL

AIR BAGS • AM/FM STEREO/CD • MOONROOF • ROOF 
RACK • MSRP: $45,960 • VIN# 5ZJ10996 • STK# 5A9

RCO BASED ON: 23 months, 10K/YR, $1,999 Down, 
Total Payments of $7,567, and a Final Payment of 
$24,818.40. INCLUDES: $2,000 Ford Credit Bonus 

Cash, $2,500 RCL/RCO Customer Cash, $1,000 
Returning RCL/RCO Renewal Program

MONTH/
23MONTHS

$159*
BUY FOR

I also had a chance to thank Josie
Principio for the holiday luncheon
she prepared as a “thank you” gesture
to the Community Center for taking
such good care of her mother, Rosa.

A very handsome board member,
Donnel Carr, cooked and served the
pancakes and the best meat patties
you can think of. The coffee (move
over Dunkin’ Donuts) was out of this
world. Mr. Carr, an electrical engi-
neer, was also a center child from the
age of five until high school.

I noticed an impressive gentleman,
Dr. Joseph L. Graves, Jr. who gradu-
ated Westfield High School and
moved on to Fairleigh Dickinson
University to become a professor of
biological science – What a record!
He was also a Center child – and
could have been a “street child” with
no place to go if the Westfield Com-
munity Center did not exist.

Also at the breakfast was our be-
loved Community Center President,
Wallace Brown - you will read more
about him at a later time – along with
his lovely daughter who was serving
us coffee.

Carol Molnar volunteered at the
ticket counter.

Thelma May Smith, a strong leader
in the Community Center will an-
nounce in a later letter, the income tax
services provided at the Center for
Westfield’s senior citizens.

Martin Luther King’s Quotations:
“Don’t look down on someone un-

less you are willing to help them up.”
“The ultimate weakness of vio-

lence is a descending spiral begetting
the very thing that it seeks to destroy.”

What a man! What a mind!
The Westfield Community Center

is located at 558 West Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information or to
become involved, please call (908)
232-4759.

FROM THE HEART...Children from each elementary school in Westfield
present a $4,243 donation to WF/MS American Red Cross Chair Dan Kelly (right)
on Valentine's Day toward the tsunami relief efforts.  Pictured above, from left to
right, are:  top row; Theresa DePalma, Washington School; David Kane, Franklin;
Anna Liah, Franklin; and Maura Heinbokel, Jefferson; second row:  Victor Cruz,
McKinley; Nicole Cruz, McKinley; Katie Sullivan, Jefferson; and Kate Helander,
Franklin: bottom row;  Krysta Huber, Tamaques; Megan Luppino, Tamaques;
Matthew Huff, Wilson; and Lauren Koenigsberg, Wilson.  Holding the Red Cross
sign is Patrick Woods from Washington School.

Westfield Elementary
Students Give From the
Heart for Tsnumai Aid
The cupcakes and candied hearts

so familiar to elementary schools
on Valentine's Day were just one
cause for celebration in Westfield.
The 2,787 children in kindergarten
through fifth grade were praised by
their teachers and principals for their
generous "gifts from the heart."  To
help the tsunami relief efforts, the
children collected more than $4,240
from piggy banks and allowances,
and presented their donation to the
Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross on
Valentine's Day.

 All six elementary schools par-
ticipated in the fundraising effort,
which was called "Dollars for the
Disaster."  Principals stressed the
importance of children learning
about events and places, fostering
an awareness of other people and
encouraging children to help oth-
ers.

Local Red Cross Chapter Chair
Dan Kelly thanked the students for
their donations and presented the
following elementary schools with
a certificate of appreciation:
Franklin, Jefferson, McKinley,
Tamaques, Washington and Wilson.

Westfield Native
Named VP of Firm

DALLAS — Joseph A. Pobiner, a
native of Westfield, has been named
Vice President of HKS, Inc. in Dal-
las, TX, where he also serves as Di-
rector of Planning.

HKS is the fifth largest architectural
firm in the world with offices through-
out North America and Europe. Mr.
Pobiner directs the firm’s global mas-
ter planning practice across all service
areas, including healthcare, sports &
entertainment, corporate, resort/hos-
pitality, residential, and aviation.

Current projects under his direc-
tion include master plans for new
NFL stadiums for the Dallas Cow-
boys in Arlington, TX and the India-
napolis Colts in Indiana, the Grupo
Empresarial Logistik International
Business Park in San Luis Potosi, ME
and the Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem
Campus Master Plan in Jerusalem.

Born and raised in Westfield from
1955 to 1965, Mr. Pobiner moved to
Princeton and graduated South
Brunswick High School in 1973. His
father, Harvey, was a research scien-
tist in inorganic chemistry.

Mr. Pobiner holds both undergradu-
ate and graduate degrees from Ohio
State University in Columbus, OH.
He resides in the greater Dallas area
with his wife, Johnnie Kay Stark.

State Senate Advances
Polling Place Accessibility

TRENTON – The state senate ad-
vanced bill S-1387 by a vote of 36-0-
4 that aims to make polling places
more accessible to seniors and indi-
viduals with disabilities.

The bill would require each polling
place to be in compliance with the
“Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990” (ADA) and permit private build-
ings to be used when an accessible poll-
ing place is lacking. The bill also allows
voting facilities to be more than 1,000
feet from the boundary line of a voting
district when there is otherwise no ac-

cessible polling place within the district.
“The right to vote is arguably the

most fundamental right in America,”
said Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22). “Yet, for far too many of the
millions of Americans with disabili-
ties, this right is empty because local
polling places are not accessible to
them. The goal is to make voting
easy and simple for everyone in-
cluding individuals with physical dis-
abilities.”

The bill will go to the state assem-
bly for consideration.

Search the Archives
goleader.com
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Shouldn’t We Rebalance Off-Shore
Technology, Ownership & Jobs?

Travel as a Group to Night
Meetings in Elizabeth

Editor Tidbits From North Avenue
Wrong Way Driving Is Uncaring Act,

Dangerous for Pedestrians Also
I observe, as many do at times, someone commit-

ting a potentially dangerous driving act. A specific
incident occurred at 10:55 a.m. on Tuesday, February
15, at the Westfield train station on North Avenue,
which particularly disturbed me. It is becoming more
commonplace and dangerous to pedestrians.

A gentleman driving a medium-sized black sedan
with New York license plate (number on file), head-
ing west on North Avenue stopped at the light by Elm
Street, turned up the wrong way into the train station
parking lot, circled in a speedy manner and parked in
the area opposite the front of our office. I was
standing nearby to witness this.

I asked the gentleman if he was aware that he
entered illegally into the one-way entrance.

He smiled and said, “Yeh, I know, there was
nobody coming.”

He seemed to be familiar with the area and walked
briskly to his destination on North Avenue. I nor-
mally don’t wish this on anyone, but I noticed he did
not put any money in the parking meter.

******

There once was a proud company in New Jersey
called American Telephone and Telegraph (AT&T)
– affectionately known as Ma Bell. It was the state’s
largest employer and ranked up there, or beyond, in
name recognition with another New Jersey company
called Esso. These companies were “world famous.”

AT&T’s manufacturing arm was called Western
Electric and New Jersey made the world’s tele-
phones. Few know of Western Electric today and
Esso, although still world famous, has become Exxon-
Mobil and moved to Houston. Johnson & Johnson
doesn’t make Band-aids in New Jersey anymore
either as everything has been moved to Brazil. A few
years from now, will anyone remember the name
AT&T?

Cingular Wireless Corp. of San Antonio, Tex. will
be taking over AT&T Wireless. Is this possibly
because they are close to Mexico and cheap labor?
About 13,000 AT&T workers will lose their jobs as
a result, mostly in New Jersey.

Ma Bell spin-off, Lucent Technologies headquar-
tered in Murray Hill, has also been constantly shed-
ding – rumor has it that next Thursday is a big day for
some Lucent employees as various divisions will
lose up to 50 percent of their staff in New Jersey. Is
this possibly because much of Lucent manufactur-
ing is moving to China?

A common denominator of past employees of
these companies, when searching the newspaper
archives, is the many community volunteer contri-
butions they made. It goes back many years to the
point that a great deal of the information shows up in
the obituaries.

It’s evident that the kind of people attracted to this
area by these firms, largely scientists and engineers,
contributed greatly to our society. Will this breed be
missed?

Narain Gehani of Summit authored a book in 2002
entitled “Bell Labs, Life in the Crown Jewel.” It was
a first-hand account of events that sparked the
corporation’s downward spiral and the lives im-
pacted by these circumstances. A top scientist, Mr.
Gehani rubbed shoulders with many others such as
himself — colleagues at the head of their class,
including Nobel Prize winners — from the time he
joined Bell Labs in 1978.

Like many others, Mr. Gehani’s career at “the
greatest research lab of the 20th century” has now
ended. He joins the ranks of hundreds of thousands
of others touched by the downfall of Bell Labs at
Murray Hill – or if not the downfall, the evisceration
of the legendary institution as it was known. Scores
in this area have been similarly affected, including
past President of Bell Labs, Arun Netravali, and Ron
Brachman, now a Director of Artificial Intelligence
at DARPA – both of Westfield.

The year 1984 was the Orwellian year, where the
government breakup of AT&T was the genesis for
trouble, resulting in the conditions facing Bell Labs
and AT&T today. Management didn’t realize the
impact of such a change then and has been bungling
it ever since with the help of government and in the
face of world competition.

We believe that one hallmark of success for Union
County and much of New Jersey over the last few
generations is the presence of scientific, research,
development and engineering companies in the re-
gion. There were thriving employers and these com-

panies recruited some of the brightest minds to the
area. The recruits became our citizens. Being “ahead
of the curve” was not always the most important
issue for them. They volunteered in the communi-
ties, cared for their families and focused on their
careers. These traits were passed on to their children.
Now we’re enjoying much of the fruits of their
labors. These individuals and companies invented
many items as transistors and lasers – in the spirit of
Thomas Edison.

This dedication to scientific and engineering work
led to prosperity for our communities. We have
prosperity now; but is the trend going in the right
direction? Perhaps, our communities can benefit by
shifting a little more toward the inventing and to the
doing. Ultimately, isn’t this where prosperity de-
pends? Shouldn’t we lessen our reliance on off-shore
technology and ownership?

America has been surprised before and responded
– such as with Sputnick – then President John F.
Kennedy set the nation’s course in 10 years to the
moon. Correction for New Jersey, though, need not
be as dramatic.

ExpressRail, the Port Authority’s ship-to-rail ter-
minals in New Jersey, shattered a record for con-
tainer volume in 2004, handling 22 percent more
containers than 2003. The substantial growth in rail
traffic at the port was due to growth in incoming
containerized trade from Asia.

We ask, “Is this train heading in the wrong direc-
tion?”

Councilman Fixes Speed Limit Sign
The 25 MPH speed limit sign on North Avenue

across from the Jolly Trolley has been hanging
upside down since November - mimicking 52 MPH.

We published a photograph about it back then,
hoping someone from town would fix it. It was too
high for our step ladder. Councilman Andy Skibitsky,
when told about it last week, called the DPW and had
it fixed within hours. Well done. The rumors must be
true that Mr. Skibitsky is running for mayor.

The public can often be passive
when it comes to how their gov-
ernment works. It’s a natural ten-
dency. Residents attend school
board meetings generally if they
have kids in the system. They at-
tend town council meetings when
an issue such as parking or pro-
posed lights at a football stadium
impacts them directly. But who
goes to county government meet-
ings? Is Elizabeth so far away and
so worrisome?

Meetings of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are
held at the Union County Admin-
istration Building in Elizabeth,
located behind the County Court-
house on Broad Street, on Thurs-
day nights. Only a few people
attend these meetings in addition
to the weekly press.

County government is very im-
portant, and it is the second largest
portion of property tax bills. They
have jurisdiction over county
parks, roads and the county’s cor-
rectional facility. The county bud-
get has reached $374 million, an
increase of $100 million in spend-
ing since 1996. County depart-
ment heads make in excess of
$100,000 each and receive retro-
active pay raises annually from
the freeholders.

In addition, the board often votes
themselves raises, although they
did not do so last year. Yet, there is
never an outcry on any of these
actions. Their are projects the
county has backed intended to
improve the quality of life for
county residents such as the pro-
posed ferry and light rail projects
that are aimed at enhancing trans-
portation efforts in the county.

The county expanded the voca-
tional-technical schools and will
unveil later this year an expanded
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter and a new Public Safety build-
ing in Westfield that will house
the county police headquarters as
well a state-of-the-art crime lab
for the prosecutor’s office. The

county has also been preserving
open space at a faster pace than
even they anticipated.

With both the positive and nega-
tives of county government just
addressed, there is a definite need
for the freeholders to do more to
reach out to their constituents. The
freeholders need to start holding
meetings at municipal buildings
and other venues throughout the
county. Perhaps, special budget
presentations could be part of these
meetings — or a Saturday morn-
ing meeting could be arranged as
a listening post, similar to what
some municipal governments do
to gauge opinions of residents.

While voters do not get the op-
portunity to vote on county bud-
gets as they do on school spending
plans, these same voters have the
right to know the intricate details
of where their hard-earned tax
money is being spent.

To the public we say, don’t be
taken back by the fact that the
freeholders meet in Elizabeth dur-
ing the nighttime. When the county
first discussed organized deer
hunts to reduce the white-tailed
deer population in the early 1990s,
the freeholders were met with
standing-room only crowds from
residents mostly in the western
areas of the county such as
Mountainside. These residents
traveled as a group. Those that are
concerned over traveling to Eliza-
beth at night should get their own
group together to attend these
meetings.

Union County voters need to
educate themselves by reading
articles and following the actions
of their elected officials at all lev-
els of government. Once they have
that information, they need to
voice their opinions and hold
elected officials responsible at the
election polls, regardless of party
affiliation.

If we are to have government
“by the people,” the people must
at least stop by the meetings.

Letters to the Editor
Reader Takes Issue With Column
On Sports In Parochial Schools

Berney Heeney Never Lost Dignity
During Taping of Council Meetings

This is in response to Bruce Johnson’s
February 3 article in The Westfield Leader
called “Time to Put Parochial Schools in
a League of Their Own.” His point may
have made for a good discussion item, if
its premise wasn’t false, and its facts so
inaccurate.

A child growing up in Westfield starts
soccer in kindergarten, and other sports
not long after. The plethora of both town
sponsored (read tax supported) and pri-
vate teams means these kids have ample
opportunity to develop their athletic prow-
ess, even before they are eligible for var-
sity sports.

Public schools in towns like Westfield
have the money to draw excellent coaches.
In the typical parochial school, the pay is
so low that coaches must teach other
classes to make a living. And with a
population of 30,000, Westfield has a
very large pool of kids to draw on.

Most of the schools Mr. Johnson men-
tions are single-sex schools, and therein
lies one of the answers for their success.
The attendees don’t have the distractions
present in a mixed-sex public school, and
as a result, they tend to be more serious
about their academics and sports. Fur-
ther, “the best recruitment is success,”
and these schools are successful.

Here are some of the inaccuracies in
this article. One statement is “how do so
many good swimmers find their way to
Metuchen, because of St. Joseph’s aca-
demic reputation?” With two sons as
graduates of St. Joe’s, I can say yes!
Ninety-eight percent of St. Joseph’s gradu-
ates go to college. How could they with-
out a good academic education?

Perhaps the tight discipline and zero
tolerance for alcohol and drugs in schools
like St. Joe’s also contribute to a winning
way.

On his comment “St. Joseph’s once
had a Jewish swimmer from Staten Island
magically enroll to fill a void,” perhaps he
should be praising the school’s

ecumenicalism. Catholic schools do not
limit attendance to only Catholics.

Mr. Johnson goes on to assert that
Central Catholic in Pittsburgh, last year’s
winner of the Pennsylvania State AAA
football championship, “pillaged’ play-
ers from 13 counties!” As a Central Catho-
lic graduate, I know that to be false. But I
called the school to verify. And of course
the statement is false. It may be 13 school
districts, or 13 neighborhoods, but defi-
nitely not 13 counties. There are no dorms
at Central or St. Joe’s, so students must
commute on a daily basis.

Further, Central is forbidden to recruit
athletes from outside its central district of
Pittsburgh by the diocese, the WPIAL,
and the PIAA. If someone on his own
applies, meets the academic standards,
and can commute, they are accepted. There
are no academic scholarships. Students
may receive aid on a need basis only.
Otherwise tuition is paid by the student
(close to $7,000), part by the parish/dio-
cese, and perhaps partly by groups like
the alumni association.

Finally, while I do not know Mr.
Johnson’s motivation for this article (other
than sour grapes), it certainly smacks of
anti-Catholicism. What else are his state-
ments like “I’m sure a catholic education
isn’t a bad thing,” “in need of good ‘ol
catholic school education,” “pillaged of
their top talent by the parochial giant,”
(Central is smaller than Westfield), etc.
At the very least, Mr. Johnson is disre-
spectful of the Catholic faith by repeat-
edly using a small c in Catholic – which
isn’t even the proper meaning used. When
he used the word Jewish it was with a
capital J, as I’m sure he would have with
Islam.

A previous article by Mr. Johnson on
being turned off by TV sports was well
written and objective. I can only hope he
returns to that approach.

Joe Boscia
Westfield

Westfield Commuters
Need to Contact Town

To Reduce Parking Fees
I am writing again to ask that Westfield

commuters, who have been subject to an
unfair tax increase, contact their local
legislators to get action to reduce the cost
of commuter parking and obtain refunds
for the excessive parking charges already
paid in 2005.

The town has probably paid millions of
dollars to consultants and other profes-
sionals with regard to the parking deck.
On top of that, commuter parking fees
were raised exorbitantly, as compared to
surrounding towns, purportedly to pay
for the cost of the parking deck.

Now that the parking deck has been
overwhelmingly rejected by the voters,
and large amounts of money wasted by
this town, the town has an obligation to
make this right and reduce the parking
costs immediately and retroactively to
the beginning of the calendar year to what
the cost was before the parking deck
became an issue.

I would ask all Westfield voters to keep
this issue in mind when we next vote. I
certainly will. The town should not be
administering or raising back door taxes
in this way. Thank you for printing this as
well as the other letters you’ve printed on
this subject.

Samuel Kahn
Westfield

Resumption of Rail
Freight Would be A
Positive for County

Resumption of rail freight service on
the Staten Island and Rahway Valley rail-
roads will be a positive for the economy
and the environment of Union County.

Rail freight service was suspended, not
abandoned, on these lines due to poor
management of the rail lines. Demand for
environmental friendly and low cost rail
service was and is still there. The plastics
manufacturers, lumber yards, steel dis-
tributors and recycling operations pro-
vide employment opportunities for Union
County residents which would be en-
hanced with access to the nation’s rail
network.

Large 18 wheelers operating over local
roads belch toxic exhaust into the air and
destroy our local tax supported infra-
structure. These 53-foot plus machines
running on North and South Avenues,
Route 22 and local roads are increasing
the burden on local taxpayers.

Has anyone noticed the signs and curbs
being destroyed by trucks? Truckers do
not pay local taxes. One rail car removes
three to five trucks from our roads.

The railways do not have to be rein-
vented. The tracks are there. The Union
County freeholders are making an invest-
ment in the future of the county by restor-
ing rail freight service to our local busi-
nesses, which employ our citizens. Addi-
tional businesses may consider moving to
Union County if rail freight service is
available.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

I am writing to share my experience as
a volunteer during 2000-2001, when I sat
(or rather crouched) at Bernie Heeney’s
knee in Council Chambers, panning a
camera to capture Town Council meet-
ings for playback on TV-36. This was in
the early days of the now five-year-old
Westfield TV-36 Department, before any
staff was hired.

 With camera and tripod, I hid right
next to Bernie, behind the giant desk he
sat behind, as he faced the audience. He
never lost his dignity and never com-
plained at this awkward behind-the-scenes
choreography, because, I felt, he respected
the sincerity of my effort. In the midst of
his own numerous responsibilities, he
was also attentive and helpful to my task,
for instance reminding the public to talk
into the microphone.

 For the chance to work with and watch
Bernie Heeney being Bernie Heeney, I
am very grateful, and I will miss him.

It also must be noted that Westfield’s
new Town Clerk, Claire Gray, is another
of Westfield’s treasures. Her calm, take-
charge attitude and professionalism left
an unmistakable mark of progress and

problem solving on any number of issues
that I brought to Town Hall as a volunteer
board chair. Bernie and all of us can now
rest easy knowing that she will wield the
town’s official stamp.

Philip Falcone
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Mayoral Nod Is About What’s Best
For Westfield, Not Political Party

It is with great interest as I read your
newspaper that we have two men who
have expressed interest in running for
mayor on the Republican ticket. I would
just like to remind the people who choose
the standard bearer for this party that it is
about what is good for Westfield and not
how a person gets along with the power
structure that matters.

Council members who truly had
Westfield in mind and did not always
go with the flow were rewarded, in my
mind, by the 80-20 defeat of the park-
ing garage. The people in this commu-
nity want sound facts, not quiet resig-

nation to smoke and mirrors from their
mayor and town council.

 

Richard Parry
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plaguy – Troublesome; annoying
2. Impennate – Without feathers or

wings
3. Hegemonic – Ruling; predominant
4. Hebetation – The act of making dull

or stupid

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DRAWK
1. Coarse weeds growing in grain; wild

oats
2. Disgraceful; cheap
3. Of little or no consequence
4. Barren; unprofitable

FERMILLET
1. Hives
2. A buckle or clasp
3. A tobacco or money pouch
4. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
TIMBROLOGY

1. The study of eye diseases and care
2. In political economy, the science of

commercial exchanges
3. The science or study of postage

stamps
4. The study of prehistoric birds

IMPRECATION
1. A curse
2. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
3. A dashing or clashing
4. A tearing in pieces

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Submittal Formats

Email Photos in color
Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com

www.goleader.com/presskit
www.goleader.com/classifieds

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

PRESIDENTS DAY CLEARANCE

With purchase of any premium bedding
Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 3/31/05

DELIVERY
SET-UP
REMOVAL

Photo Courtesy of NJ Biz
A DILIGENT GROUP…Members of Association for Corporate Growth (ACG),
meet on February 9 at the Woodbridge Hilton with 250 attendees discussing
mergers and acquisitions focused on the fundamentals of Due Diligence. Pictured
above, from left to right, are: ACG President Mark Kuehn of Westfield, Westfield
resident Glenn Tucker of Greenberg Dauber Epstein & Tucker, Ken Kovalcik of
ACG, NJ State Treasurer John McCormac, Westfield resident Terrence Bentley,
Westfield resident George Hansen, Steven Pinsky of J.H. Cohn and Thomas Hays
of NachmanHays. For more information, see www.duediligencesymposium.com.

21st District News

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s (R-
21) concept of improving civility has
been approved as a course at Kean
University.

President of Kean University
Dawood Farahi announced the sched-
ule of a new course for high school
freshman and sophomores through-
out New Jersey. The course involves
teaching manners and etiquette and
was a product of Assemblyman
Bramnick’s campaign to increase ci-
vility.

The Always Building Character
program will be held on Fridays, Feb-
ruary 18, March 4, and March 11.

According to the course descrip-
tion, the program is “designed to re-
inforce the idea that a college educa-

Paul Malool, a firefighter for the
Scotch Plains Fire Department, knows
first-hand the benefits of the Home-
land Security Department’s grant pro-
gram for the nation’s first responders.
After the program began following
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
his fire department has received
$117,360 from Washington.

Scotch Plains purchased new radios
to communicate with EMS and police
officers. “The grant system is work-
ing,” Mr. Malool said. “The money
that we have received is dynamite.”

Several Union County first respond-
ers also have received security grants,
including $133,920 for the Westfield
Fire Department; $140,850 for the
Summit Fire Department; $70,758
for New Providence Volunteer Fire
Department, and $78,605 for the
Fanwood Fire Department.

Throughout the Seventh District that
I represent - which includes portions
of Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union Counties - more than $2
million in security grants have been
distributed to first responders.

We think about firefighters when
we see a house fire or a traffic acci-
dent. But since the 9/11 attacks, they
have added important homeland se-
curity responsibilities, too.

For example, Mr. Malool and other
local firefighters say they have re-
ceived training in responding to emer-
gencies involving biological and other
weapons of mass destruction.

To meet these new challenges, fire

Forrester Calls for End
Of School Const. Corp.

7th Congressional District News

Representative Mike Ferguson

Funding Firefighters for
A Safer New Jersey

departments need additional funding
both for training and new equipment.
Often local governments, already
pressed with tight budgets, cannot
meet this need.

That’s why the Homeland Security
Department’s Assistance to
Firefighters Grant Program is impor-
tant. Congress has approved more
than $600 million in first-responder
funding for this year.

The application period for seeking
these grants is from March 7 to April
8. Since 2001, I have annually con-
tacted each fire chief and mayor to
urge them to apply for the grants and
offer the services of my office in
completing the application.

Overall, New Jersey has benefited
from security funding; our state ranks
as the nation’s eighth largest recipi-
ent of federal security funds. That’s
appropriate given New Jersey’s prox-
imity to New York City and our ex-
tensive network of transportation and
critical infrastructure, such as inter-
state tunnels, bridges and ports, and
nuclear and chemical plants.

Although New Jersey has received
more than $240 million in security
funding since 2001, more needs to be
done to ensure we fortify our vulner-
abilities and protect our communities
from the legitimate threats we face.

One of the challenges New Jersey
faces in securing more funding is the
formula that distributes grants. For
example, under current law each state
is given at least some money, regard-
less of whether certain states face a
legitimate threat of an attack.

That means security funding isn’t
solely based, as the 9/11 Commission
unanimously recommended, on popu-
lation density, critical infrastructure
and realistic threat. And that means
states like New Jersey receive fewer
security dollars than they need or
deserve.

I have worked to try to change that
funding formula, including pressing
Congressional leaders and Homeland
Security Department officials. Obvi-
ously, lawmakers from low-risk states
that currently receive security fund-
ing oppose any formula change.

This year, I am co-sponsoring leg-
islation introduced by my New Jer-
sey colleague, Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen, which would change
the formula to ensure security funds
are distributed according to a state’s
risks, vulnerabilities and threats, as
well as its capability to respond to
terrorism.

Homeland security funding is criti-
cally important to New Jersey, as
dozens of firefighters like Mr. Malool
can attest. We need more funding so
our first responders can meet their
new responsibilities.

Improving Civility Approved
as Course at University

tion is within the grasp of any high
school student that would like to pur-
sue one.”

The goal of the half-day program is
to inspire students “to look at college
as a viable option.” The program will
conclude with a lunch workshop that
will educate the students as to civil
discourse, self-presentation and
proper etiquette while dining. Each
student that completes the program
will receive a certificate from the
university.

Assemblyman Bramnick will head-
up a “Dining Etiquette Lunch” at
11:45 a.m. He has addressed more
than 100,000 people across the na-
tion at schools, corporations, and ath-
letic teams.

WEST WINDSOR – Citing a re-
port about massive waste, misman-
agement and possible corruption at
the School Construction Corporation
(SCC), Republican gubernatorial can-
didate Doug Forrester this week called
for an immediate investigation by U.S.
Attorney Chris Christie, for the dis-
solution of the SCC and the resigna-
tion of SCC Chairman Jack Kocsis.

“Attorney General Peter Harvey sits
on the SCC board and therefore, can-
not objectively investigate waste,
fraud and abuse at the SCC,” said a
spokesman for the Forrester cam-
paign.

“The SCC has blown through nearly
$8.6 billion and hasn’t even come

close to finishing the schools for our
children,” said Mr. Forrester. “This is
why New Jersey needs an indepen-
dently elected auditor general to root
out the fraud and abuse that is wast-
ing hundreds of millions of New Jer-
sey families’ hard-earned dollars ev-
ery year.”

“One has to seriously wonder why
the SCC pays as much as 84 percent
more than what local districts pay for
school construction,” asked Mr.
Forrester. “The SCC was supposed to
provide students with school build-
ings conducive to learning, but in-
stead it is lining the pockets of politi-
cally connected vendors and govern-
ment bureaucrats.”

Women Voters to Sponsor
Great Decisions 2005 Series

Polar Bear Plunge
Set for February 27

AREA – The New Jersey Law En-
forcement Torch Run’s (LETR) 12th
Annual Polar Bear Plunge to benefit
Special Olympics New Jersey will
take place at Jenkinson’s Boardwalk,
Pt. Pleasant Beach at noon on Sun-
day, February 27.

This year, 3,000 plungers are ex-
pected to take the dip into the icy
waters while thousands cheer them
on in one of the largest grossing
plunges in the country. There are 247
plungers from Union County.

The New Jersey Law Enforcement
Torch Run has long been a supporter
of Special Olympics New Jersey with
a host of annual events that kicks off
with the Polar Bear Plunge.

Olympics New Jersey provides
year-round sports training and Olym-
pic-type competition in 23 sports for
14,000 children and adults with intel-
lectual disabilities or other closely
related developmental disabilities.

For more information on the 12th
Annual Polar Bear Plunge, please
call (609) 896-8000 or visit the web
site www.njpolarplunge.sonj.org.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
League of Women Voters will once
again sponsor the Great Decisions
discussion series of the Foreign Policy
Association during the Westfield
Adult School spring semester.

The topics will include “U.S. Intel-
ligence Reform”; “Putin’s Second
Term, a Scorecard for Russia”;
“Outsourcing Jobs: U.S. Dilemma”;
“China: Economic Giant Emerges”;
“Sudan and the War in Darfur”; “The
U.S. and Global Poverty”; “U.S. Chal-
lenges in Iraq and in the Muslim
World,” and “Freshwater and For-
eign Policy: New Challenges.”

Past speakers have included United
States Foreign Service officers, former

United States ambassadors and experts
from universities in the metropolitan
area including Rutgers, Monmouth and
Columbia Universities.

The series will run on the follow-
ing dates at Westfield High School:
March 7, 14, 21 and 28, April 11,
18 and 25, and May 2, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m.

For further information,
please visit www.fpa.org or
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool;
email adultschool@westfieldnj.com
or call (908) 232-4050.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

www.goleader.com
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Miss Tara Marie Venturino
To Marry Alexander Mattielli

Ms. Alison Elizabeth Konet and David Carey Hoffman

Ms. Alison E. Konet
To Wed David C. Hoffman

Miss Tara Marie Venturino

Hechts Welcome
Elizabeth Clare

Terri and Michael Hecht of
Cranford have announced the birth of
their daughter, Elizabeth Clare Hecht,
on Monday, January 24, at 11:01 p.m.
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Elizabeth weighed 6 pounds and 9
ounces and measured 18 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Christopher,
age 2½.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Elizabeth and James Wickens of
Westfield.

Arlene and Joseph Hecht of Scotch
Plains are her paternal grandparents.

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Konet of
Westfield have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Ms. Alison
Elizabeth Konet, to David Carey
Hoffman. He is the son of Bruce and
Dr. Perry Hoffman of Rye, N.Y.

A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bride was awarded
a Bachelor of Science degree in Biol-
ogy and Psychology from Brown Uni-
versity in 1998. She currently is a
strategic planner with Agency 212,

an advertising agency in Manhattan.
Her fiancé graduated from Rye

Neck High School in 1994 and earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in History
from the University of Pennsylvania
in 1998. A candidate for a Master of
Business Administration degree at
Columbia University, he will begin
work at Lehman Brothers this sum-
mer.

The couple is planning a wedding
this May in Garrison, N.Y.

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Venturino of
Island Park, N.Y. have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Tara Marie Venturino, to Alexander
Mattielli. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Mattielli of Westfield.

A 1999 graduate of Kellenberg
Memorial High School in Uniondale,
N.Y., the bride-to-be was awarded a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Elemen-
tary Education from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia, Pa. in May
2003. While attending the university,
she was a member of the Alpha Phi
Sorority.

Miss Venturino currently resides in
Springfield and is employed as a first
grade teacher with the Martin Luther
King, Jr. School in Jersey City.

Her fiancé, a 1999 graduate of
Westfield High School, received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Interna-
tional  Relations from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia in 2003.

Mr. Mattielli, currently living in
Westfield, is employed as an opera-
tions specialist for ICAP Electronic
Broking in Jersey City.

A wedding is planned for October
of this year.

Library Reveals Calendar
Of Adult and Youth Events

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will host various pro-
grams for adults and children during
the week of Sunday, February 20.
Patrons are reminded that the library
will be closed Monday, February 21,
in observance of Presidents’ Day.

“TGIF: Let’s Sing: Music of the
1940s” will be offered for adults on
Friday, February 25, at 1:30 p.m.
Music from the library’s collection of
compact discs will be broadcast in
the program room. Group discussion
will be encouraged, and light refresh-
ments will be served.

Storytimes are held for children in
different age groups. All storytimes
are conducted on a drop-in basis, but
attendance is limited, so individuals

are asked to arrive early and sign in at
the Children’s Desk. Youngsters must
have a valid Westfield Library card to
participate.

“Mother Goose Lapsit” is for chil-
dren age 10 to 23 months and their
parents or caregivers. Held on Tues-
days and Wednesdays from 9:45 to
10:05 a.m., this program exposes
youngsters to language, books and
playful activities. Attendance is lim-
ited to 10 children. Older siblings
will not be permitted due to the size
limitations of the room.

“Little Listeners: Ages Two to
Three-and-a-Half Years Old” takes
place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. An adult must
accompany children for this program.
Infants will be permitted, but older
siblings will not due to size limita-
tions of the group.

The library requests that children
attend this program only once per
week so that as many youngsters as
possible may participate.

“Rodeo Round-Up with Yosi” a
sing-along cowboy program with en-
tertainer Yosi, will be offered on Sat-
urday, February 26, at 10 a.m. for
those in pre-school through first grade
accompanied by an adult.

All participants must have a valid
Westfield Library card, and pre-reg-
istration at the Children’s Desk is
required. Early registration is recom-
mended.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org, or stop
by the library for a copy of its quar-
terly newsletter.

Miller-Cory Museum Plans
‘Patriotic Sunday’ Festivities
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Feb-

ruary 20, the Miller-Cory House
Museum will present a program called
“Patriotic Sunday” from 2 to 4 p.m.
The museum is located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield.

Christine Glazer of Cranford will
spotlight the “Patriots of Old
Elizabethtown,” including Abraham
Clark and the Reverend James
Caldwell, just two of the patriots who
lived in the area that eventually be-
came Union County.

The second part of the program will
feature stories and facts about General
George Washington, presented by
Patricia D’Angelo of Westfield. “Pa-
triotic Sunday” is described as ideal
for children and families.

Docents dressed in 18th century
costumes will guide visitors through
the historic farmhouse. The last tour
will begin at 3:30 p.m. The museum’s
gift shop, which offers a variety of
Colonial gifts and educational items,
also will be open. Admission to the
museum is $2 for adults, 50 cents for
students and free for children under
age six.

On Sunday, March 6, the museum
will conduct its annual “Sugaring Off
Day”event, during which visitors will
learn how maple syrup goes from tree
to table.

For information about the museum,
its schedule of upcoming events or
volunteer opportunities, please call
the museum office at (908) 232-1776.

Library to Feature
Photographs of India
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Thursday,

February 24, at 7 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a pre-
sentation of photographs from North-
ern India by Sergio Burani.

An independent global business
development consultant, Mr. Burani’s
responsibilities have taken him to
many countries throughout the world.
He currently is pursuing an Associate
degree in Photography Technology at
the County College of Morris in
Randolph.

This program is free and light re-
freshments will be served. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For further information and di-
rections, please call (908) 322-5007.

NJOMS #2050

& Staff Welcome Their New Associate

Torin W. Rutner, D.M.D., M.D.
NJOMS #5532

Including:

The expanded scope of the practice also performs
facial cosmetic surgery including:

 Wisdom Teeth Extractions
 General Anesthesia / IV Sedation

 Surgical Root Canals (Apicoectomies)
 Dental Implants

 Bone Grafts
 Jaw Reconstruction (Orthognathic Surgery)

 Facial Trauma
TMJ Surgery

 Laser Surgery
 Facial Liposuction

 Eyelid Surgery (Blepharoplasty)
 Botox & Collagen Injections

 Cheek & Chin Implants
Facial Skin Care / Chemical Peels

 Facial Scar Revision
Torn Earlobe Repair

Performing State-Of-The-Art

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery

590 Westfield Avenue  Westfield, NJ       908-654-6030

The Westfield Leader since 1890

A D V E R T I S I N G  2 0 0 5I N F O R M A T I O N

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times since 1959

This Is Westfield  May 5, 2005
This spring, our 33rd annual This Is Westfield publication
will be mailed to every household in Westfield. Several thou-
sand additional copies will be mailed/distributed to others in
the region. It will published on goleader.com. It is a year-
round keepsake, reference and a gift for newcomers.

A must for business. Don't miss this special publication.
Order and submit your advertisement now.

For details, see www.goleader.com/tiw
e-mail to sales@goleader.com, call (908) 232-4407

This Is Westfield features business, education, civic, gov-
ernment and cultural organizations. It is distributed by many
groups such as realtors, libraries and government.

Note to organizations: Update your contact information now
by filling out the form at www.goleader.com/tiw.

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Attorney At Law

24 Prospect Street

Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122    fax: 908.232.4351

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW

 DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

Rotary Club to Sponsor
Pancake Day on March 5

History, Types of Calendars
Topic for Historical Society

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield will hold its annual Pan-
cake Day and Children’s Fair at
Westfield High School on Saturday,
March 5, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mem-
bers are prepared to “flip” pancakes
for about 1,500 patrons.

Dr. Kenneth Ciarrocca, Club Presi-
dent and Chairman of this year’s event,
called Pancake Day a “community
tradition” that enables people to
“catch up with old friends and associ-
ates in a relaxed, community atmo-
sphere.”

Proceeds from the event are used to
fund the Rotary Club’s scholarship
program. To date, more than $1.5
million has been disbursed to local
students for college scholarships.

Pancake Day also spotlights local
groups, which provide continuous en-
tertainment during the event.

“Nearly everyone in town has a
hand in the success of the breakfast,”
said Dr. Ciarrocca. “Not only do our
members prepare an excellent break-
fast, but kids from the high school
and middle schools perform in music

ensembles and there are appearances
by such revered organizations as the
Westfield Community Band and the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Concert Band.”

Dr. Ciarrocca added that local Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts lend their
assistance by providing table service.

Nicole DeNigro, the club’s Direc-
tor of Community Service, said plenty
of activities will be available at the
children’s fair, including games and
prizes.

Ms. DeNigro also noted there will
be a special visit by “bigger-than-
life” favorite children’s characters.
High School Interact Club members
are involved in the fair, as are YMCA
Future Leaders.

Tickets to Pancake Day cost $6 and
are available from any Rotarian, as
well as at the door on March 5.

The Rotary Club convenes each
Tuesday throughout the year for
lunch, fellowship and education at
12:15 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
220 Clark Street in Westfield. Guests
are always welcome.

WESTFIELD – “The Language of
Time” will be the topic of John H.
Klock, as he discusses the history and
types of calendars in his talk to the
Westfield Historical Society at its pro-
gram on Friday, February 18, at 7:30
p.m. It will take place in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

Mr. Klock, a member of both the
Historical Society of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood and the United States
Supreme Court Historical Society,
will recall how the ancient Egyptians
kept time, the origin of calendars,
the different calendars in use today,
why there are 24 hours in a day and
the creation of the seven-day week.

He also will discuss the Mayan cal-
endar, the mysteries of Stonehenge,
the lunar calendar and the differences
between solar and sidereal (stellar)
calendars.

A trial lawyer by profession, Mr.
Klock is Chairman of the Environ-
mental Law and Construction Law
practice at Gibbons, Del Deo,
Griffinger and Vecchione. He has
been involved in representing cli-
ents in major Superfund cases in a
number of states, including Con-
necticut, Delaware, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and New York.

He has represented clients before

the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in
many types of administration ac-
tions. He also is the author of several
articles in law periodicals and books
dealing with the environment and
court rules.

The program is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served after the presentation.

For more information on the pro-
gram, please call Bob Miller at (908)
233-6360.

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Monday March 7, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday March 10, from 1:00 to 5:30 pm
Saturday March 12, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday March 14, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS MARCH 14

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Wednesday, March 9 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, March 5 @ 1:45 pm

or by appointment
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Parenting Group to Begin
On Sunday at First Baptist

WESTFIELD – A new parenting
discussion group will begin on Sun-
day, February 27, from 5:30 to 7 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

Growing out of a recent series of
sermons entitled “Amazing Relation-
ships,” the group has been organized
as a venue for parents of children of
all ages to share their experiences and
learn from each other.

The first meeting will begin with
video clips from parenting experts,
after which attendees will break off
into discussion groups focused on

topics like discipline and communi-
cation.

The meeting will be held at the
same time as that of the church youth
group, so parents can attend after
bringing their teenagers to the group.
Childcare will be provided for
younger children.

All interested parents are welcome.
Scheduling of future meetings will
depend on the needs expressed by
parents at the first session. For more
information, please email Dean Pratt
at deanpratt@comcast.net or call him
at (908) 230-4263.

Former Macedonian President
Inspires Spiritual Connection

A SPECIAL BOND…The Reverend Edward H. Carll, Senior Pastor of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield, left, his wife, Gabriele, second from right,
and the Reverend Tom Trainor visit with former first lady of Macedonia Vilma
Trajkovski, as they recall the life and contributions of her late husband, former
President Boris Trajkovski. Reverend Carll and Reverend Trainor co-nominated
President Trajkovski for the World Methodist Council Peace Award, which he
received in September of 2002.

By REV. EDWARD H. CARLL

This past week, it was a privilege to
accept an invitation to visit with
former first lady of the Republic of
Macedonia, Vilma Trajkovski. Mrs.
Trajkovski was in the United States
promoting the work of her late hus-
band, President Boris Trajkovski, who
was killed in a tragic plane crash in
the Balkan mountains last February.

My connection to the former Presi-
dent and his wife goes back to 2001,
when a colleague and I submitted his
name for the World Methodist Coun-
cil Peace Award. Boris was a preacher
and lay minister in the Methodist
Church in Macedonia before enter-
ing political life at the highest levels
of the Macedonian government.

Through his work as President of
Macedonia, he promoted love, care
and concern for all citizens of
Macedonia and the world commu-
nity. We thought him to be a worthy
recipient of the peace award, as his
political convictions grew out of a
life of faith that was nurtured in the
United Methodist Church. He did
accept the award in Oslo, Norway in
September of 2002, and it was a privi-
lege to attend the ceremony.

President Trajkovski actively en-
gaged the members of his church as
well as the citizenry of Macedonia on a
journey toward peace, through recon-
ciliation and understanding. He saw
them through very difficult times, wisely
managing several very difficult politi-
cal crises with a grace and compassion
that won him international respect.

I am proud to have known such a
world citizen and peacemaker, and
want to share a few of the things that
are being done to honor his memory.

The first is the publishing of a book
entitled “President Boris Trajkovski,
1999-2004,” and is available through
the website address below. It is a most
interesting look at an extraordinary man,

his family and his political career.
The second is to make you aware of

the Boris Trajkovski International
Foundation: promoting peace, recon-
ciliation and understanding; promot-
ing top-quality education for
Macedonia’s children and young
people so that they will be better
prepared and equipped to carry on the
future for the country; assisting the
whole population of Macedonia, but
most especially the vulnerable groups,
by promoting the principles of free
market economy and working to bring
a decent living and prosperity to all;
promoting a more civil society and
good governance through increased
openness, transparency, honesty and
the encouragement of the non-gov-
ernment sector.

The Boris Trajkovski International
Foundation (www.boristrajkovski.org)
is especially appealing and timely be-
cause of its commitment to promot-
ing ethnic, religious and cultural re-
spect and understanding between na-
tions, peoples and groups; individual
rights and responsibilities; regional
and international cooperation through
open communication and exchange
of ideas; the use of technology to
better education, health, the economy
and government.

What also evolved as a result of
accepting this invitation to the book-
signing was a deeper awareness of
and appreciation for the more than
15,000 Macedonian-Americans who
live in the northern New Jersey/New
York area, whose love of both
Macedonia and America is refresh-
ing and invigorating, and with whom
I share a common faith-tradition!

Pozdrav…May you be in good
health!

Reverend Carll is Senior Pastor of
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at One East Broad
Street.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host a FREE Community Workshop

HEART HEALTHY LIVING

for ACTIVE ADULTS

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

Open to the Public – Please join us to celebrate American Heart Month!

WHEN: Thursday,
February 24, 2005

TIME: 2:00 - 3:00 PM
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue

February is American Heart Month – 
Dr. Robert Fishberg, M.D. discusses 
diet myths and truths – how to beat the 
confusion on cholesterol – Gain tips on
healthy eating and blood pressure control!

RSVP by 2/21
908-654-5200

Chelsea at Fanwood to Hold
‘Heart Healthy’ Workshop

FANWOOD – In recognition of
American Heart Month, The Chelsea
at Fanwood will host a free commu-
nity workshop entitled “Heart Healthy
Living for Active Adults” on Thurs-
day, February 24, from 2 to 3 p.m.

Presented by Dr. Robert D.
Fishberg, the program will cover diet
myths and truths about fats versus
carbohydrates; the difference between
good and bad cholesterol, plus blood

pressure and healthy eating.
This workshop is free and open to

the public, and light refreshments will
be served. The Chelsea is located at
295 South Avenue in Fanwood.

Interested individuals are asked to
call Eileen Weller, Community Rela-
tions Director at The Chelsea at
Fanwood, at (908) 654-5200, exten-
sion no. 511, by Tuesday, February
22.

Piggybank
Savings

Earn 2% interest—

2.02% APY*
No minimum balance required.

Open with $10 or more and we’ll add another $10!

Rated ★★★★★ by BauerFinancial, Inc.

* Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain open for one year to earn $10. premium. Piggybank offer good while supplies last.

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-518-9333

Temple Sholom to Host
Presbyterian Pastor

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom,
currently housed at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church in Fanwood, has in-
vited the church’s Interim Senior Pas-
tor, the Reverend Paul Rack, to speak
at Shabbat services tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 18, at 8 p.m.

Reverend Rack, Stated Clerk of the
Presbytery of Elizabeth, will deliver the
sermon in the church’s main sanctuary.
Members of the public are invited to
attend. The church is located at the cor-
ner of Martine and La Grande Avenues.

“Although very busy helping his con-
gregation make its transition to new spiri-
tual leadership, Pastor Rack has made
every effort to reach out to our congrega-

tion as well,” said Rabbi Joel N. Abraham.
“One of the main reasons that our

congregations have been able to co-
exist in one space is the good rela-
tionship between the clergy,” he
added. “We look forward to having
Pastor Rack on our bimah sharing of
himself with our congregation.”

The arrangement between the church
and the temple has existed since 2003,
when the temple moved its 90-year-
old community from Plainfield in
search of a new home in Scotch Plains.
The church opened its doors as an
interim new home for the temple. For
further information, please call the
temple at (908) 889-4900.

Congregants to Attend Recital
Of Temple’s Student Cantor

Calvary Lutheran to Present
Wagner College Choir Concert
CRANFORD – The Calvary

Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will present
the Wagner College Choir in concert on
Sunday, February 27, at 3 p.m.

Dr. Roger Wesby, composer, con-
ductor and Wagner College’s Direc-
tor of Choral Activities, will conduct
the 50-voice choir in a program of
varied repertoire. Serving as accom-
panist will be Barbara Kessler Wesby,
a composer and Wagner College ad-
junct professor.

The choir will perform works by
Mozart, Mendelssohn, Brahms,
Bernstein, Verdi, Mascagni, Poulenc,
Ives and Howells, as well as Latin

American folk music, jazz and spiri-
tuals. This concert will be free and
open to the public. A free-will offer-
ing will be received.

This performance will be a kick-
off concert for the choir’s tour of the
northeastern United States. The Staten
Island-based choir has included this
Cranford appearance in its winter
concert tour because of the many
local residents who are part of the
ensemble.

For directions to Calvary Lutheran
Church or for more information about
the program, please call the church
office at (908) 276-2418.

FANWOOD – Members of Temple
Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains
will travel to New York to hear and
support their student cantor, Shira
Nafshi, when she presents her senior
recital at Hebrew Union College, Jew-
ish Institute of Religion, on Wednes-
day, February 23. Ms. Nafshi will be
invested as a cantor in May by the
school of sacred music.

In her recital, she will explore the
depth of American Nusach. Nusach is
the set way for singing liturgy. Ameri-
can nusach can be defined as nusach
that has been influenced by the musical
sounds unique to America. Fellow stu-
dents and faculty will accompany her.

Ms. Nafshi has been the student
cantor at Temple Sholom for the past
two years.

A bus will leave from the temple at
9 a.m. In addition to the recital, par-

ticipants will be given a docent-led
tour of several exhibits at the college,
as well as lunch.

Temple Sholom’s Renaissance and
Adult Education programs are jointly
sponsoring this activity. The cost is
$25 for temple members and $30 for
non-members, which includes trans-
portation, lunch and the tour. For fur-
ther information, please call Temple
Sholom at (908) 889-4900.

Youth to Raise Funds For 2005 Mission Trip
WESTFIELD – During the weekends of February 20 and 21 and March 4

to 6, the youth group of the First Baptist Church of Westfield will travel to the
Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center in the Poconos to raise funds for their
2005 mission trip.

To earn the money, the youth and their adult chaperones will serve meals in
the inn’s dining room to guests and retreat participants.

Tuscarora will then donate $50 for each worker from First Baptist. The funds
will support the youth’s efforts to perform home repair projects for needy
families with Confrontation Point Ministries in Appalachia Tennessee.

5 DAYS ONLY. COME IN FOR TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SHIFMAN MATTRESSES. PLUS

AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES. SHIFMAN IS THE ULTIMATE IN

HANDCRAFTED QUALITY, COMFORT, AND DURABILITY. SO IF YOU'VE BEEN THINKING

OF PURCHASING A MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. DON'T HESITATE. 

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Sugg.
450
580

1420
2110

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908)756-7623
Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

- ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $119. EA. PC. -

Sugg.
350
470
1120
1630

Sale
$189
$249
$599
$899

Extra 10%
$170
$224
$539
$809

Extra 10%
$224
$287
$719
$1061

Sale
$249
$319
$799
$1179

CRYSTAL JADE

5 DAYS TO SAVE!
SAVE 35-50%

ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%
ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES.

5 DAYS ONLY • SALE ENDS MONDAY 2/21
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Serving Westfield and Cranford Area

For Over 108 Years

With Dignity and Respect for all Faiths

318 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey

William A. Doyle, Manager

New Jersey License Number 2325

908-233-0143                     908-276-0092

Gray Funeral Home
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MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.O.

Mildred H. Menzie, 77, Was Employed
As Executive Secretary By Local BOE

DEATH NOTICE
Charles Matino, 2nd, 86, Loved Family;
Named to WHS Boosters Hall of Fame

DEATH NOTICE
Louis Teitelbaum, Jr., 81, Family Man;
Had Served on Westfield Rescue Squad

Muriel Whelan, 87, Was Bank Secretary;
Former President of Senior Citizens Club

Anna Bodziuch, 81, BOE Employee;
Member of Polish Women’s Alliance

Michele Takats, 37
Michele Takats, 37, of Scotch Plains

died on Wednesday, February 9, at
her residence.

Born in Queens, N.Y., she lived in
Scotch Plains for the last five years.

Mrs. Takats was a graphics de-
signer for Pace Inc. in Parsippany.

She graduated from the State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony Brook
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Liberal Arts.

Surviving are her husband, Paul
Takats; a son, Dylan J. Takats of
Scotch Plains; her mother, Provi
Callahan of Union; two sisters, Diana
Riolo of Riverside, Conn. and Julie
Rockhold of Wayne, Pa., and a brother,
Glenn Callahan of New York City.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, February 12, at the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Burial was private.

Memorial donations may be made
to: Jane Weyl, Development Office at
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center, 633 Third Avenue, 28th floor,
New York, N.Y. 10017.

February 17, 2005

Louis Teitelbaum, Jr., 81, of Brick,
N.J. died peacefully at his home on
Monday, February 7, 2005 after a
brief illness.

Born in Elizabeth, N.J. on August
5, 1923 to Miriam and Louis
Teitelbaum, Louis was a graduate of
Jefferson High School in Elizabeth.
He attended the University of Ala-
bama and served in the Navy during
World War II in the Pacific Theater.

He married Edythe A. Gaedcke in
1950 and they raised two daughters in
Westfield, N.J., where they resided
for 30 years. Louis and his wife moved
to Brick in 1986.

Louis worked for Zenith Corpora-
tion in New York City and for Apollo
Distributing Company in Cranford, N.J.
and Newark, N.J. He was a member of
the Brick Presbyterian Church and an
active volunteer at Brick Hospital.

Louis was a former member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
served proudly for many years on the
Westfield Rescue Squad. A devoted
husband, father and grandfather,
Louis was a friend to all who crossed
his path and enjoyed nothing more
than helping people. Louis was hap-
piest around animals, on the beach or
lounging at the pool in Seaview Vil-
lage, where he resided. No matter

where he went he was always sur-
rounded by friends and people he
cared about.

Louis is survived by his daughter
Lynne Coutts, her husband, Douglas,
and their two sons, Evan and Lyle, of
Dhaka, Bangladesh and his daughter
Jeanne Conner, her husband, Anthony,
and their son Daniel and daughter
Jillian of Bennington, Vt.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Edythe, and his brother, Arthur.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Louis Teitelbaum’s memory can be
made to Care Alternatives, 70 Jack-
son Drive, Suite 200, Cranford, N.J.
07016, an organization providing
hospice care and support, or the Jer-
sey Shore Animal Center, 185 Brick
Boulevard, Brick, N.J. 08723.

A memorial service will be held at
1:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 26,
2005 at the Brick Presbyterian Church,
111 Drum Point Road, Brick, N.J.
Interment will follow the service at the
Revolutionary War Cemetery on
Mountain Avenue, which is located
next to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

The Weatherhead Young Funeral
Home of Brick is in charge of the
arrangements.

February 17, 2005

Charles R. Matino, 2nd, a lifelong
resident of Westfield, died on Thurs-
day, February 10, at the age of 86.

He was born October 11, 1918 in
his family’s house on Downer Street.
His parents, Charles and Francesca,
were born in Italy and immigrated to
the United States in the
early 1900s.

Coming from a poor
family, he shined shoes or
did whatever odd jobs he
could find to give money
to his mother to help sup-
port their family. He spent
his leisure time at the
Westfield YMCA, earning
the All Around Boys Ath-
letic Championship for
1935-36.

His country called him to duty in
1942 and he served in England as a
Sergeant in the Air Force during World
War II. In 1945, he was honorably
discharged and returned to the United
States where he married his sweet-
heart, Edith Calderone.

He started “Charles Matino Truck-
ing” in 1948 and successfully ran his
business for 32 years before turning it
over to his sons in 1980.

Over the last 25 years, he kept active
in numerous ways, ranging from help-
ing his sons with their businesses to
selling wristwatches to making the
best pizza many have ever tasted.

He was well known in Westfield,
coaching his children’s Little League
teams and attending numerous events

when his children and friends partici-
pated.

He supported Westfield High
School athletics his whole life and
was involved in the Booster Club for
35 years. Although he was famous for
his pizza, he also was well known for

providing wood for the
Thanksgiving bonfire and
making clams at the an-
nual booster picnic. In
2004, he was inducted into
the Westfield High School
Boosters Hall of Fame.

A patriarch to all who
knew him, he was a genu-
ine people person whose
greatest happiness in life
was spending time with his
family. Although he had

many quotes, his favorite was “The
secret to living, is giving.”

Charles is survived by his wife,
Edith; children Charles, James, Pe-
ter, Lisa Keys and Louis, and grand-
children Charles Jason, Michael,
Caitlin, William, Paul, Christina,
James Cameron, Cole, and Ava.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, February 14, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad or the
Westfield High School Boosters Club.

February 17, 2005

Muriel C. Whelan, 87, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, February 9, at
the Westfield Center-Genesis
ElderCare in Westfield.

Born in New York City, she lived
in Westfield for most of her life.

Mrs. Whelan had been a secretary
at the First National Bank in
Westfield for many years before re-
tiring in 1982.

She also was a former president of
the Westfield Senior Citizens Club.

She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Harry Whelan, in 1970.
Surviving are several nieces and

nephews.
Graveside services were held on

Monday, February 14, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield 07091.

February 17, 2005

Mildred H. Menzie, 77, of
Sarasota, Fla. died on Wednesday,
February 9, at Sarasota Memorial
Hospital in Sarasota.

Born in Newark on March 9,
1927, she had lived in Westfield
before moving to Sarasota in 1994.

Mrs. Menzie had been employed
by the Westfield Board of Education
as an executive secretary prior to
retiring, and was a member of the
New Jersey Education Association.

She was a member of the Incar-
nation Catholic Church in Sarasota.

Surviving are her husband of 58
years, Arthur J. Menzie, Jr.; a
daughter,  Helen Higgins of
Sarasota; two sons, Steven Menzie
of Springfield and Michael Menzie
of Belmont, Mass., and seven
grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, February 12, at the Incar-
nation Church. Burial followed at
Palms Memorial Park in Sarasota.

Arrangements were by the Palms
Funeral Home in Sarasota.

February 17, 2005

Anna Gaska Bodziuch, 81, of
Phillipsburg died on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 9, at Easton Hospital in Easton,
Pa.

Born in Newark, she had lived in
the Vailsburg section of Newark be-
fore relocating to Fanwood in 1981.
She moved from Fanwood to
Phillipsburg in 2001.

Mrs. Bodziuch had been employed
in cafeteria services with the Newark
Board of Education for 15 years prior
to retiring 11 years ago. She formerly
worked for RCA in Harrison for over
25 years.

She was a longtime member of the
Polish Women’s Alliance in

Bridgewater.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Casmir J. Bodziuch, in 1998.
Surviving are two daughters,

Carolyn Annicchiarico-Bodziuch and
Janett Johnson; three grandchildren
and a great-grandson.

A Funeral Mass was celebrated on
Saturday, February 12, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

February 17, 2005

Barbara Berish, 62, Had Taught Braille;
Worked With Special Education Pupils
Barbara West Berish, 62, of

Fanwood died on Monday, February
14, at Father Hudson House in Eliza-
beth.

Born in Glen Ridge, she had lived
in Cranford and then in Basking Ridge
before moving to Fanwood 15 years
ago.

A registered nurse and special edu-
cation teacher, Mrs. Berish had been
employed by the New Jersey Com-
mission for the Blind prior to retiring.
She had also been employed by the
Matheney Special Education School
in Peapack, working with children
who had severe cerebral palsy and
were blind and/or deaf.

Mrs. Berish had also taught Braille
and brailled for the Library of Con-
gress.

Surviving are her mother, Dorothy
West of Fanwood; a sister, Dorothy

Shellenberger of Ringoes and Marco
Island, Fla., and a brother, William
West of Costa Mesa, Calif.

A memorial service will be held at
11:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, Febru-
ary 18, at the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Terrill Road
Bible Chapel (for mission work), 535
Terrill Road, Fanwood 07023.
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Charles Matino

Gertrude H. Meeker, 94, Was Teacher;
Active In Church and Local Groups

Gertrude H. Meeker, 94, of Free-
hold died on Monday, February 14, at
the Centra State Medical Center in
Freehold.

Born in Dunellen, she had lived in
Westfield for 54 years before relocat-
ing to Freehold in 1999.

She graduated from Roselle High
School in 1929 and Newark Normal
School in 1932.

Beginning her teaching career in a
one-room school in Warren Township,
Mrs. Meeker later taught second grade
in Roselle for many years. She then
spent over 30 years at Wilson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield, teaching first
grade, and retired in 1979.

She was a member of The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, the
Gardeniers Fort Nightly Club of
Westfield, and various bridge groups.
Mrs. Meeker also was active with the
Westfield Elementary Schools Re-
tired Teachers Group (WRIP) and
Applewood Estates where she lived.

She was predeceased by her hus-
bands, Howard D. Little, in 1991, and
Richard E. Meeker, in 1987.

Surviving are a daughter, Barbara
Johnson; a son, Bradley Little; five
grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children.

A memorial service will be held at 2
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, February 18, in
the Chapel of The Presbyterian Church

in Westfield. Burial will be private.
Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-

neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

February 17, 2005

Dolores Graves to Be Feted
At March Retirement Party
WESTFIELD – Family, friends

and former students will host a
retirement party on Saturday,
March 12, at The Westwood in
Garwood for Dolores Graves.

Mrs. Graves recently retired af-
ter 39 years as director
and owner, with her hus-
band, Harry Graves, of
Lorey’s Day Care Cen-
ter in Westfield. The cen-
ter closed on December
23, 2004.

While expecting her
eighth child in 1966, Mrs.
Graves decided to take
care of children until she
was able to go back to
work. She never returned
to her former occupation. Instead,
she advanced her education and re-
ceived the necessary credentials to
operate a day care center.

Since it first opened, hundreds
of children attended the center,
which was a state-licensed school.

LEARN Program to Focus
On Total Joint Replacement
SCOTCH PLAINS – LEARN

(League for Educational Advance-
ment for Registered Nurses) will of-
fer an educational program for Regis-
tered Nurses and guests called “Car-
ing for the Patient Undergoing Total
Joint Replacement (TJR).”

The two-hour program will be held
on Monday, February 28, at 7:45 p.m.
at the Parish House of the All Saints’
Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Irene Schaefer, an Orthopaedic
Nurse Certified and Clinical Nurse
Specialist with Overlook Hospital/
Atlantic Health System, will be the
guest speaker.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to review the anatomy and physi-
ology of normal and arthritic hip and
knee joints.

Additionally, the differences be-
tween cemented and non-cemented
prostheses, as well as identification of
the best nursing practices, will be pre-
sented. Identification of the best nurs-
ing practices in the immediate post-
operative period will be discussed.

A not-for-profit professional orga-

nization for New Jersey Registered
Nurses, LEARN offers eight pro-
grams per academic year on current
nursing topics.

Each program provides Continu-
ing Education Contact Hours through
the New Jersey State Nurses Associa-
tion, accredited as an approver of
Continuing Education in Nursing by
the American Nurses Credentialing
Center’s Commission on Accredita-
tion. This program has been approved
for 2.4 Contact Hours.

In addition, for school nurses, the
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion, Professional Standards Board,
has granted this program Professional
Development Hours.

Annual LEARN membership for
Registered Nurses is $40. Interested
persons may attend at a guest fee of
$10 per program. The next program,
on Monday, March 28, will be “New
Technologies in Wound Care.”

For more information, please write to:
LEARN, P.O. Box 6, Scotch Plains
07076, or call Betty, Program Coordina-
tor, at (908) 272-7239 or Beth, Member-
ship Chairwoman, at (908) 754-9499.

Many of the students went on to
become teachers, doctors, attorneys
and members of other professions.

All of Mrs. Graves’ own children,
as well as the younger brother she
raised, had the opportunity to at-

tend college. Most of her
children are in supervi-
sory/administrative posi-
tions in the educational,
medical, business and
technological fields.

Mrs. Graves’ husband
built their ranch-style
home in 1963 and, as the
day care center grew, he
eventually converted the
lower level to meet all
building code specifica-

tions for a day care center. Many of
the Graves’ children and grand-
children worked in the family busi-
ness over the years.

For ticket information regarding
the retirement party, please call
(908) 232-0219 or (216) 767-0929.

Community/County News

Dolores Graves

UC Engineers Group
To Meet February 22
MOUNTAINSIDE – Professional

Engineers of Union County (PESUC)
Vice President Mike Ernst will lead a
program based on the National Soci-
ety of Professional Engineers’ Milton
F. Lunch ethics case contest at the
PESUC’s Tuesday, February 22 meet-
ing.

The case was a real situation about
website sales for sealing documents.
The case and contest rules were mailed
nationwide a month or two ago to all
state, chapter and practice officers.
The case was mailed to all PESUC
members for the February 22 event.

The meeting will be held at L’Affaire
Catering, Route 22, East, in Mountainside.
The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. with a
cash bar. Dinner, at a cost of $20, will be
served at 7 p.m.

Members planning to attend are asked
to  respond to marcwpe@waage.com
or to call (908) 245-9363.

Catherine’s Closet Requests
Donations of Prom Gowns

COUNTY – For the fourth year, the
non-profit organization Catherine’s
Closet Inc. is collecting new and gen-
tly-used prom gowns, shoes and bags
for girls who cannot afford them.

The organization is dedicated to
the memory of Catherine Johnson, a
local high school student who was
active at her school and in the com-
munity. She died in a hit and run
automobile accident in January 2002.

The prom night items will be given
away on Saturday, April 16, at the Rob-
ert Treat Hotel in Newark, where the
ballroom will be filled with racks fea-
turing designer dresses from Vera Wang,
Giorgio Armani, Ralph Lauren and Jes-
sica McClintock, among others.

No questions will be asked and
every high school senior who comes
to the hotel will get a dress. This year
there will be an emphasis on commu-
nity service.

The drop-off points for clean, mod-
ern, age-appropriate gowns (on a
hanger), through Friday, March 18,
are as follows:

Westfield High School (main of-
fice), 550 Dorian Road in Westfield.

Jonathan Dayton High School
(main office), 155 Mountain Avenue
in Springfield.

Westfield Service League Thrift
Shop, 114 Elmer Street, Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. only.

Additionally, Catherine’s Closet
needs volunteers to sort gowns be-
fore the give-away and on the day of
the give-away on April 16 at the Rob-
ert Treat Hotel.

Anyone wishing to volunteer or
donate a dress may call Darlene Finne
at (908) 232-0751 or Sandy Kessler
at (973) 616-2060.

Interested persons also are invited
to visit www.catherinescloset.org on
the Internet.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought
Roosevelt School Donates
To Tsunami Relief Efforts

GENEROUS DONATION…American Red Cross Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter Chairman Dan Kelly accepts a $5,000 donation toward tsunami relief from
Roosevelt Intermediate School Principal Stewart Carey, second from left. Attend-
ing the check presentation are Kira Brady, Yearbook Committee Advisor; Matt
Block, Student Council Advisor, and Catherine Hollinger, Roosevelt Assistant
Principal.

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield donated
$5,000 to the American Red Cross as
a contribution toward relief efforts
following the tsunami disaster.

The contribution is a result of the
Student Council’s “Give 5 in 2005”
fundraiser, involving the entire
Roosevelt community, including staff
members, who were asked to con-
sider giving $5 toward the project.

A donation from the Roosevelt
Yearbook Committee rounded out the
total to $5,000.

In appreciation of the donation,
American Red Cross Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter Chairman Dan
Kelly presented Roosevelt Principal
Stewart Carey with a plaque honor-
ing the school and expressed appre-
ciation for the “kind and generous
contribution.”

APPRECIATION IS COOL…During Children’s Appreciation Week in the
Mountainside school district, parent volunteers from the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion handed out free ice cream during lunch at Deerfield School.

Univ. of Rochester Reveals
Area Dean’s List Recipients
AREA – The University of Roch-

ester in Rochester, N.Y. has an-
nounced that Westfield residents
Rebecca Virginia Fallon, Eric Haim
Zimak and Ryan Thomas Burslem
have been named to the dean’s list for
the fall 2004 semester.

A freshman majoring in biology,
Rebecca is the daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Charles Fallon. She is a Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Raphael
Zimak, Eric is a senior majoring in
psychology. He is also a graduate of
WHS.

A freshman majoring in mathemat-
ics, Ryan is the son of Donna Burslem
and a WHS graduate.

Westfield BOE Will Review
Proposed Budget on Feb. 22
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will add an-
other meeting to its schedule this
month to review the proposed 2005-
2006 school budget on Tuesday,
February 22.

At its previous meetings in January
and February, the board examined
the projected budget for curriculum,
capital projects, special education,
fine arts, athletics, technology and
personnel.

The February 22 meeting will be
held in Room 105 at 302 Elm Street at
8 p.m. Members of the public are
welcome to attend.

A complete agenda will be available
on Monday, February 21, in the office
of Board Secretary/Business Adminis-
trator Robert Berman, at 302 Elm Street,
and on www.westfieldnj.com/boe.

All public meetings of the school
board are taped and may be seen on
Channel 36 on Tuesdays at 8 a.m., 3
and 11 p.m. and on Thursdays at 8
a.m. and 7 p.m.

CHINESE CELEBRATION…Dressed in Chinese costumes, pictured left to
right, are: Franklin Elementary students Emma Hoffman, Isabella Gelfand,
Michael Mizus, Kate Helander and Veronica Grycan.

WESTFIELD – First graders at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield participated in a Chinese
New Year celebration for 2005 – The
Year of the Rooster.

All of the students learned about
Chinese customs and traditions. They
decorated their classrooms with hand-
made lanterns, practiced writing Chi-
nese symbols and learned to speak a
little Mandarin.

The highlight of the festivities was

a school-wide parade. Each first grade
section paraded into a Franklin class-
room, playing Chinese drums, wav-
ing traditional Chinese fans and rib-
bons, and “dancing” under a dragon
costume.

The event was organized by the
Cultural Arts Committee of the
Franklin Parent-Teacher Organization.

Nominations Welcomed
For Philhower Award

WESTFIELD – Kenneth Ciarrocca,
President of the Westfield Rotary
Club, announced that Thursday,
March 10, is the deadline for nomina-
tions for the 13th annual Charles
Philhower Fellowship award desig-
nated for a fulltime elementary teacher
in the Westfield Public Schools.

Letters of nomination are sought
from interested citizens and Westfield
public school staff members and
should be addressed to: Charles
Philhower Fellowship Committee of
the Westfield Rotary Club, c/o Office
of the Superintendent of Schools, 302
Elm Street, Westfield 07090.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The teacher must be a
fulltime faculty member in Westfield
for a minimum of five years.

The fellowship recipient is hon-
ored at a Rotary luncheon and re-
ceives a grant to further professional
growth or to enhance classroom ac-
tivities for students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Mr. Philhower, who was a Westfield
Rotarian and Superintendent of
Schools.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
was Supervising Principal (Superin-
tendent) of Westfield Public Schools
for 30 years – from 1917 to 1947 –
and was President of the Westfield
Rotary Club from 1929 to 1930. As
Rotary President, he instituted the
club’s annual scholarship awards for
graduating Westfield students.

Members of the Selection Com-
mittee will include two Rotarians,
two elementary school principals, and
the immediate past Philhower fellow,
Stacie DeChristopher, a first grade
teacher at McKinley Elementary
School.

Past Philhower fellowship recipi-
ents include:

• 2003 – Michele Moise, fifth grade
teacher, Tamaques Elementary
School;

• 2002 – Carole Kling, fourth grade
teacher, Franklin Elementary School;

• 2001 – Anna Jane Sabbagh, third
grade teacher, Jefferson Elementary
School;

• 2000 – Trista Pollard, fifth grade
teacher, Tamaques School;

• 1999 – Eva Morton, currently a
second grade teacher, Washington El-
ementary School;

• 1998 – Angela LaCarrubba, sec-
ond grade teacher, Wilson Elemen-
tary School;

• 1997 – Claudia Andreski, who
was a fourth grade teacher at Jefferson
School, and now the Principal of
McKinley School;

• 1996 – Bette Tuthill, fourth grade
teacher, McKinley School;

• 1995 – Carol Joyce, first grade
teacher, Washington School;

• 1994 – Carol Mastroianni, former
Franklin School first grade teacher;
and

• 1993 – Susan Feldman Glick,
then a special education teacher at
Tamaques School.

Ms. Glick was the first recipient of
the Philhower Fellowship.

In commenting on the award, Mr.
Ciarrocca echoed the sentiments of fel-
low Rotarians when he said, “We be-
lieve the Philhower Fellowship is a
fitting memorial to an educator who
gave so much to the children of Westfield
and to education in general.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley added, “We are grateful for
the recognition the Rotary continues to
give the teaching profession. I am al-
ways pleased when outstanding educa-
tion is spotlighted; when honor is be-
stowed on an outstanding educator and
when recognition is given to teachers.”

Jacqueline Novick
Honored for Studies

WESTFIELD – The University of
New England in Maine reported that
Jacqueline Michelle Novick, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Novick of
Westfield, has been named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2004 semester.

A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, she is majoring in elemen-
tary education. She is also actively
involved in the education honor soci-
ety, Kappa Delta Pi.

Westfielders Named
To Fall Dean’s List

At Univ. of Delaware
WESTFIELD – The Univer-

sity of Delaware reported that the
fall 2004 dean’s list includes
Westfield residents Danielle
Robyn Gelber, Michele Helene
Madorma, Kelley Marie
Masterson, Erica Staci Raiff,
Shari Beth Thomashow and
Alexandra Wende Devlin.

Andrew Loewer Among
Candidates Named

For Presidential Scholars
WESTFIELD – Andrew Loewer,

the son of Rebecca Sinden and Jeff
Loewer of Westfield, has been named
one of over 2,600 candidates in the
2005 Presidential Scholars Program.

The candidates were selected from
nearly 2.8 million students expected
to graduate from United States high
schools in 2005.

Andrew is a graduating senior at
Lone Trail School in Dorset, Vt.

EIS Pupils Set Benefit
For Tsunami Relief

WESTFIELD -- On Friday, Febru-
ary 25, at 7:30 p.m., an indoor soccer
tournament will be held at Edison
Intermediate School at 800 Rahway
Avenue to benefit victims of the In-
dian Ocean tsunami.

The students who will play in the
tournament won the preliminary
rounds held earlier this week.

The public is asked to support the
students in this effort to benefit those
who have lost their homes in the
disaster. Admission will be $2 and
additional donations will be accepted.

Edison School students Colleen
Cleary, Abby Ryan and Katie Lynes
are coordinating the tournament and
also are seeking sponsorship of teams.

All receipts will be donated to the
American Red Cross.

Edison School Plans
Black History Event
WESTFIELD — Edison Interme-

diate School will present its Black
History Program featuring the Ameri-
can Family Theater from Philadel-
phia tomorrow, Friday, February 18,
from 7 to 9 p.m.

The production will review over
200 years of African-American heri-
tage.

Bethel Baptist Church’s youth
choir, the Westfield High School cho-
rus and other local youth choirs will
provide entertainment. Vendors and
food caterers will also be on hand for
the event.

Admission to the program will be
$3 for adults, $2 for children and free
for children under age five.

Union Catholic Pupil Attends
Presidential Inauguration

SCOTCH PLAINS — Vincent
Napolitano, a National Honor Soci-
ety student at Union Catholic High
School in Scotch Plains, was nomi-
nated and selected to attend the Presi-
dential Inauguration through the
People to People Student Ambassa-
dor Program.

Vincent was accepted for the ex-
clusive honor based on previous par-
ticipation with People to People pro-
grams.

He joined a select group of stu-
dents who were present as the nation
ushered in a new presidential and
vice-presidential term.

Activities included the official

swearing in of the president and vice-
president, the inaugural address, pa-
rade and a celebratory ball.

During the summer of 2004,
Vincent attended a summer school
program for high school students at
Brown University in Rhode Island.
He worked and dedicated many hours
to the George W. Bush presidential
campaign on a local level and was a
team leader.

Following his graduation from
Union Catholic, Vincent hopes to at-
tend a four-year college or university
and major in political science. He
would like to pursue a career in poli-
tics.

Ryan Kramer Earns
Bachelor of Science

FANWOOD – Fanwood resident
Ryan Kramer was awarded a Bach-
elor of Science in Business degree in
business information technology
from the Pamplin College of Busi-
ness at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg,
Va. on December 17.

SPFHS to Host Senior Day
On Thursday, March 10

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Stu-
dent Government Association will
host Senior Citizens Day.

The event will be held on Thurs-
day, March 10, at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. and will include games,
prizes, a preview of the production of
West Side Story and an Irish step-

dance performance.
Seniors will have the opportunity

to socialize with the youth of the high
school. Complimentary breakfast and
lunch will be included.

Those Scotch Plains and Fanwood
senior citizens who would like to at-
tend are asked to respond to the high
school at (908) 889-8600 or e-mail
akoscielecki@spfk12.org.

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  
that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

LivLive-in, n, LivLive-outout, full , full and partand part time babyby 

nurseses & nas & nannnnies s 

BaBaby aby and fd family support just aily support just after childbr childbirthrth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

OUR 28TH YEAR OF SERVICE

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 1-800-762-8378

WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM PSAT / SAT

CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS,
SUMMIT, METUCHEN, EDISON

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points

Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

NEW WRITING SECTION

Chinese New Year Feted
At Franklin Elementary

Mount St. Mary’s Univ.
Honors Teresa Gibbons

WESTFIELD – Mount Saint
Mary’s University in Emmitsburg,
Md. reported that Teresa Gibbons
of Westfield achieved dean’s list
distinction for the fall 2004 semes-
ter. She is a senior and the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Gibbons.

Cadet James Donovan
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Cadet James

Donovan of Westfield is among 462
Virginia Military Institute cadets who
were recently named to the dean’s list
for the first semester of the 2004-
2005 academic term.

A junior biology major, he is a
Westfield High School graduate and
the son of Mr. and Mrs. James
Donovan of Westfield.

Vanderbilt Univ. Notes
WF Dean’s List Pupils
WESTFIELD – Vanderbilt Uni-

versity in Nashville, Tenn. has placed
Charlotte Elizabeth Hansen and Ben-
jamin Andrew Masel, both of
Westfield, on the fall 2004 dean’s list.

Charlotte is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. George Hansen of Westfield.

Benjamin is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Randy Masel of Westfield.

WHS Forensics Club
Captures First Place
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

High School (WHS) Forensics Club,
which competed at The New Jersey
Theatre Festival and Competition held
at Rutgers University on January 29,
brought home first and third place
awards.

First place in the comedy mono-
logue category went to Kate Fallon
and the third place winner in the com-
edy monologue was Kate Douglas.

Kimberly Jonny coaches the Fo-
rensics Club, which is in its first year
at WHS.

Other WHS students who partici-
pated in the competition included:
Billy Getzville, Sarah Gerber, Lind-
say Goldberg, Angela Kerins, Natalie
Narotzky, Carolyn Ortiz-Wood, Col-
leen Psomos, Shanna Quakenbush,
Julie Reich, Danielle Tepper, Casey
Vitanza, and Alex Wronski.
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AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster

General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

WESTFIELD LIMO TRANS CORP

from Westfield • Garwood • Cranford

Scotch Plains / Fanwood

to NWK Airport

Scotch Plains / Fanwood

to JFK - LAG

75.00$25.00$
plus tolls

908-654-1140          1-866-795-TAXI

Van Slightly Higher

Goods & Services You Need!

bathrooms
kitchens

SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

&
INDOOR • OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)

Free Estimates

mtv1970@msn.com

j. valente

Opal Electric Services LLC

(908) 245-3577

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Bonded & Insured            License #9204

P R E M I E R  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E  P R O V I D E R

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response

Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

888-533-2345

908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net   
  

   
  
        
        

www.goleader.com www.goleader.com

PERFECT

908-272-4456

Residential • Commercial

PAINTING

&

POWER WASHING

GILLOOLY SINKS 18, BREAKS 1,000 POINT BARRIER

SP-F Raider Hoopsters Whip
Kearny Kardinal Girls, 76-30

SLODYCZKA FIRES IN 11 POINTS, MILLER SCORES 10

Blue Devils’ Scoring Blitz Ices
St. Patrick Hoop Girls, 52-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kearny became the latest victim of
a furious scoring assault by the No. 8
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team on February 11.
After an emotional presentation to
their four starting seniors in their
final regular-season home game, the
Raiders plucked the 11-11 Kardinals,
feather-by-feather, to record a 76-30
victory.

An easy victory was expected but
the real story was senior forward
Maura Gillooly who became the sec-
ond Raider on the team to surpass the
1,000-point mark. Entering the game
with 984 points, Gillooly, who also
had a season-high six rebounds, buck-
eted 18 points, including two 3-point-
ers, but had the knowledgeable fans
on the edge of their seats, missing
several 3-point attempts in the third
quarter until she created a steal, drove
to the net and rolled in a layup to hit

the magic number.
“I just wanted to keep everyone on

their seats,” chuckled Gillooly. “Make
it exciting. In the back of the head, I
guess I was thinking about it. That’s
probably what threw off the shots a
little bit. I didn’t know whether I
would get it in this game or not.”

Center Hillary Klimowicz entered
the game with 1,794 career points
and added 20 more to her total. She
also had 15 rebounds, eight blocks,
two steals and two assists. Point guard
Jenny Burke, very likely the all-time
Raider leader in career assists, added
another 10 to her stack while creating
one act of theft. Burke, also high on
the scoring chart – in the 900-point
range – scored 15 points.

“We figured that I would need to

average about 13 points a game to
break 1,000 and I am averaging about
nine or 10 but there are other things
that I contributed,” she said. “I don’t
know what the actual assist record is
or who kept the stats but my dad has
kept mine.”

The fourth part of the senior four-
some, Elizabeth DeCataldo, has been
the most effective Raider from 3-
point range this season and added
eight points, including a 3-pointer.
Junior Lauren Benovegno pulled
down nine rebounds and contributed
four points and sophomore Lauren
Mains contributed five points.

Gillooly and Klimowicz took turns
pounding in the points in the first
quarter, with nine and 12 points, re-

PAT MINEO, A. J. WATSON, GIANNACI RECORD PINS

BrH2O-Raritan Panthers Rip
SP-F Raider Wrestlers, 50-21

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A 31-point, unanswered scoring
blitz in the first quarter catapulted the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team to a 52-27 victory over St.
Patrick’s of Elizabeth in Westfield on
February 10. The 8-12 Blue Devils

first team powdered the Pats with an
explosive offense while using a chok-
ing defense, pressure under the boards
and mass thievery to hold them score-
less in the first quarter.

Freshmen starters Stephanie
Slodyczka’s presence on the court
along with forward Erin Miller indi-

cated that the Blue Devils, although
very young, have acquired the savvy
of a talented team. Slodyczka, who
had a game high 11 points, frayed the
net with seven points. Miller scored
nine points, including a 3-pointer,
and Gabrielle O’Leary, Chip
Simmons and Danielle Infantino each
had four points. Casey Elkoury hit
from down town and Kate Judd con-
tributed with two points.

“We were hitting some shots and
we were moving the ball around very
well today, tried to get everyone in
and do the right thing,” said Westfield
Head Coach Joe Marino. “We have
Roselle Park coming up who we beat
earlier in the year and hope to beat
again and we are looking forward to
going after Roselle Catholic. We feel
that it will be a challenge for us to see
what we really have.”

Playing an effective two-three and
a one-two zone defensive, the Blue
Devils continued their scoring frenzy
in the second quarter. Slodyczka and
Kate Cronin each netted four points,
Judd hit a jumper for two and Miller
hit 1-for-2 from the stripe. St. Patrick’s
Ashley Brown connected for three
points at the buzzer.

“When they noticed how bad they
were losing they became very frus-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Possibly remembering the 53-21
thrashing that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestlers gave
them last year, the Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers got even this year
with a 50-21 victory in Scotch Plains
on February 12. The 14-4 Raiders
lost a powerhouse of wrestlers last
year but the much-improved 13-4
Panthers won every close bout but
one and recorded falls in two either-
way bouts.

Raiders Pat Mineo (140-lbs), A.J.
Watson (152-lbs) and Nick Giannaci
(215-lbs) recorded falls while An-
thony Ferrante (145-lbs) won via
decision. Raiders Dakiem Gaines
(135-lbs) and Chris Pflaum (189-
lbs) were victims of the either-way
bouts and, in the showdown bout of
the afternoon, Panther heavyweight
Roy Dragon, ranked first in the state,
stuck Marc Fabiano, ranked sev-

enth, in 3:53.
The Panthers won the first bout by

pin at 130-lbs then Gaines locked up
with Eric Radwanski and recorded a
first-period takedown and a reversal
while yielding a reversal. Each wres-
tler recorded a reversal in the second
period. Radwanski got a takedown in
the third period and Gaines escaped
to take a 7-6 lead. Gaines attempted a
takedown but lost his balance and got
pinned in 4:27.

Mineo performed a quick lateral
throw on Jim Shearer and pined him
with a stretch-arm bar, half nelson in
1:10.

“I have been working a lot on get-
ting the bar arm across and put it
under the far arm. I like the Dan
Gable finish. It’s my favorite. I have
been using it a lot,” said Mineo who
recorded his 17th pin this season.
“Right now I’m 22-3 and I’m on a
mission. We have some tough matches
coming up. We have a quad (match)

here Saturday. I have a ranked kid
from Toms River North. Hopefully,
I’m going to wrestle well.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

DELDUCA, KRAMER RECORD PINS

Crusader Matmen Stop
Blue Devil Boys, 51-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After spending almost the entire
season on the injured list, Westfield
High School senior Tom DelDuca
took to the mats for the first time
since late December and recorded a
fall at 152-lbs. The story for the
Westfield High School wrestling team
was the same, however, as the Johnson

Crusaders gained 48-team point via
eight forfeits and recorded a 51-28
victory in Clark on February 9.

Four weight classes were contested
and the Blue Devils, who also re-
ceived two forfeits, won three of them.
Sam Kramer at 119-lbs and DelDuca
recorded pins and Colin Willard, who
had been wrestling junior varsity all

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Raider Maura Gillooly, No. 15, drives to the
basket against Kearny. Gillooly broke the magic 1,000-career point plateau in the
victory by scoring 18 points.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
DANGEROUS…Raider Elizabeth
DeCataldo has been very dangerous from
3-point range this season.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING AROUND A DEFENDER…Blue Devil Danielle Infantino, No. 24,
dribbles around a St. Patrick’s defender. Infantino scored four points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPING A CRUSADER…Blue Devil Colin Willard clamps Crusader Vin
DelVecchio in a cradle and gets back points in his 13-1 victory at 189-lbs.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Club, AAU, Tourney Teams,
Travel Teams. Good? Bad?

It all depends on who you talk to about
the subject. If you talk to somebody who
has no children, or whose children have
already received their college education,
they’ll probably think things were better
in “the old days,” when kids learned their
sports on the fields and blacktop of
Franklin, Columbus, McKinley, Wash-
ington, Wilson, Jefferson and Grant
schools. When they played their sports
by season: football, soccer or cross-coun-
try in the fall, basketball, wrestling or
swimming in the winter, baseball, track
or tennis in the spring.

If you talk to somebody who has a
child – and who would love for that child
to earn some type of athletic scholarship
to college (either from a financial or
egotistical standpoint) – they probably
think club/travel/AAU teams and their
coaches are the cat’s meow.

But is it good to just play one sport for
11 or 12 months a year? I guess if you’re
an elite player in that sport, that’s how
you became elite and that’s how you stay
elite. But if you’re not elite, aren’t you
better served by experimenting with sev-
eral sports? Isn’t variety the spice of life?

Once upon a time, many Americans
ridiculed the East Germans and Rus-
sians, for the sports academies they forced
their youth to attend from a very young
age. They’ll just become sports robots,
those people said. But these days Ameri-
can kids – and their parents and club
coaches – have narrowed down what
sport they’ll specialize in by the time
they’re 12, sometimes even younger.
What the heck would Sam Mitchell or
Dave Townley have done? They were
three-sport standouts at WHS, Mitchell
playing all three major sports at the Uni-
versity of Washington. How about Joe
Wiendl? He was a football-wrestling-
baseball standout at WHS, then went to
Wilkes College in Pennsylvania and made
All-America in football, was an NCAA
wrestling champion and played baseball
(in his spare time he played baseball all
summer for Robert Turner’s Westfield
Merchants). How the heck would Greg
Weiss have been an All-State football
player and a state champion swimmer
(and hit over .300 for the baseball team)
as a WHS senior?

On a more modern level, which sport
would Dave Brown (basketball?) or Brian
Ciemniecki (track?) or Bryan Power
(swimming?) have specialized in if they’d
had to make that choice at age 11?

I guess it’s just a sign of the times,
another variation of the “keeping up
with the Joneses” only this time in
sports. If Jimmy or Jaime down the
street gets a new bike, then our kid
should too. And when they’re older, if
Jimmy or Jaime down the street gets a
new car, our kid will get one too, only

SEAMON NETS 20; ESPERON HITS 19, GETS 14 BOARDS

UC Viking Boy Cagers Snare
Brearley Bears in UCT , 63-61

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union Catholic High School staged
a spectacular 10-point rally with three
minutes remaining in the fourth quar-
ter to oust the Brearley Bears, 63-61,
in the preliminaries of the Union
County boys basketball tournament
in Linden on February 12. With 15
seconds remaining, forward Chris
Esperon dropped in a lay up to earn
the victory.

Esperon finished with 19 points,
however he also dominated the boards
with 14 rebounds while committing
two steals. Mike Seamon bucketed a
game-high 20 points, including four
from 3-point range, grabbed two re-
bounds and committed four thefts.
Forward Matt Peters accounted for
eight points, including two free throws
with 23 seconds left for a 61-61 tie.
Obi Nwizugbo finished with six
points, hauled in four rebounds and
forward Matt Brown netted six points,
blocked one shot and committed two
steals. Corey Dixon and Dennis Hoag
each netted 15 points for the Bears.

“We thought we could score pretty
much whenever we needed to with
our half court set, but defensively we
did not do a good job. We gave them
20 points early in the game, played a
little sloppy and got into a lot of foul
trouble,” said Viking Head Coach Jim
Reagan. “We felt that if we could
keep it close, the boys really believed
that they could win the game. Defen-
sively, our full-court press finally paid
off in the end. We were able to get a
couple of turnovers, a couple of easy
baskets and we took advantage. We
worked hard throughout the season
and what was nice is for that it showed
up here in the fourth quarter at the
County Tournament.”

The 10-8 Bears pounced to a 20-14
lead in the first quarter. But, working an
effective three-two-zone defense, the

13-4 Vikings displayed their scrappi-
ness, got to the ball more and executed
more hustle plays resulting into hustle
points in the second quarter. Led by
Seamon, Esperon, Brown and Terrell
Calloway, the Vikings won the quarter,
17-13 to close the gap to 33-31.

Seamon hit from downtown, sank a
layup off a feed from Peters then hit
two-of-four from the stripe. Esperon
and Brown each banged in four points
and Calloway contributed two.

“Our game plan was to apply more
ball pressure, get the ball down low
and score. I give a lot of credit to the
guards who did a good job getting the
ball down the court and moving the
ball down the post,” said Esperon.

The Vikings became prey to the
Bears who roared with a 16-12 ad-
vantage in the third period but the
tables were turned in the fourth quar-

ter. At the crucial three-minute mark,
coach Reagan called a time out. A
full-court pressure defense immedi-
ately paid dividends in Bear turn-
overs and Viking steals. Seamon
drove to the hoop and rolled in two
baskets. Peters nailed a jumper then

went 2-for-2 from the stripe to knot
the score at 61-61 with 15 seconds
remaining. Esperon then buried a
layup to seal the victory.

“We work hard on all types of situ-
ations during practice and that helped
the come back in the stretch,” said
Seamon. “We were down, came back
with that hard press defense that we
use. We made a some good plays,
made the steals and converted the
easy lay- ups.”
Brearley 20 13 16 12 61
Union Catholic 14 17 12 20 63

better and shinier. If Jimmy or Jaime
down the street is playing travel soc-
cer, our kid should too.

And if Jimmy or Jaime down the street
gets a college scholarship, well, our kid
better get one too. (If they don’t, it’s
probably the fault of the idiot high school
coach, not the club coach or the fact the
kid wasn’t good enough.)

TRIVIA QUESTION
Today we have another Den Trivia

question from The Star-Ledger’s Bruce
Moran, WHS Class of 1976. When the
WHS boys basketball team won the 1972
state Group 4 championship – the only
one ever won by the school – it had to
beat two teams for a second time during
the run through the state tournament.
Who were those teams?

MURRAY HONORED
WHS has a long and grand tradition

of producing catchers. From Lee War-
ing and Frank Ketcham back in the
1930s, through Bill Evans, Bobby
Dougherty and Dave Townley in the
’40s, Jeff Torborg in the late ’50s, and
then Dick Myers, Charlie Widmer, Bob
Brewster, Kurt Stiefken, Bobby
Hearon, Roger Brewster, Chris
Masterson, Brian Flynn and Josh
Ludmer, the string of outstanding back-
stops seems never-ending.

The latest in that line is Mike Murray,
a current junior who has started as var-
sity catcher since his freshman year.
Last Sunday, Murray was honored at
the Union County Baseball
Association’s annual Hot Stove Dinner
for winning the Union County Ameri-
can Legion League’s batting title. The
sweet-swinging lefty hit .509 last sum-
mer with 27 hits and 33 RBI.

Murray hit .386 as a WHS freshman,
and last spring was even better at .400.
He had 32 hits each year as Westfield
went 12-10 and 16-7. Murray and class-
mate Tom Ricciuti, a shortstop/pitcher,
figure to be the main cogs this spring on
what could be one of veteran coach Bob
Brewster’s best teams.

LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN
The Den two weeks ago was not

meant to appear anti-parochial/private
school education. The point was sup-
posed to be that parochial/private
schools make up a small percentage of
the state’s higher education institutions
yet they make up a large percentage of
the state’s top-10 rankings in almost
every sport. And since that’s the way
things are, and probably the way things
are going to be for a while, then I felt
they should play in leagues with teams
that play by the same rules they play by
– i.e., no boundaries on where their
players can come from. If the kids at
those athletic giants are actually there
for the education, fine. But are they?

Speaking of leagues, it would be nice
– especially with the price of gas these
days – if somebody could figure out a
way to return to the days of the county
leagues. Smaller counties could merge,
like Hunterdon and Warren do for their
county tournaments. But it would keep
things local, and create better, closer
rivalries. I mean, does anybody from
Westfield consider Shabazz, East Side
or Irvington a big rival? And Kearny is
a rival only in soccer. But Summit,
Governor Livingston, A.L. Johnson and
Rahway could easily be rivals of WHS
in a lot of sports.

A Union County League would have
big schools: Elizabeth, Westfield, Union,
Linden, Plainfield, Scotch Plains; me-
dium schools: Cranford, Summit,
Rahway, A.L. Johnson, Hillside, Gov-
ernor Livingston; and small schools:
Roselle, New Providence, Roselle Park,
Brearley, Dayton. Parochial schools,
and/or non-football schools, would be
put into proper size divisions. Unfortu-
nately, everything in New Jersey sports
revolves around football power points,
so nothing will come of this idea.

CONTEST UPDATE
We’re now up to 12 entries in the

“What Year Was the Best for WHS”
contest. Remember, your entries – with
which complete scholastic year you
think was Westfield’s best – have to be
e-mailed to me (at the address below)
by midnight, Feb. 28, to be eligible. The
winner(s) will get a night at the Jolly
Trolley with the Corbin brothers, Horace
and Dave.

So far we’ve had guesses for years in
the 1960s, 1970s and 1990s. Some
people picked their own graduating year,
some went with years the boys basket-
ball team had its best records. Remem-
ber, it’s the entire sports program’s total
win-loss percentage.

Keep those guesses coming folks!
There’s only 11 days left to cast your
vote!

REMEMBER WHEN
Feb. 20, 1959: Heavyweight Gene

Barron’s pin seals a 36-12 WHS victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the first
wrestling match between the schools.

Feb. 21, 1964: Wins in both the 200-
medley and 200-free relays and sopho-
more Harvey Gerber’s first place in the
100 butterfly lift the WHS boys swim
team to its first Eastern Interscholastic
championship.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Cranford and Thomas Jefferson (now

Elizabeth), which was ranked No. 1 in
the state at the time.

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears
every Thursday in the Westfield Leader.
Contact him with comments or ideas at
bj1019@aol.com

Jim O’Connor (NJ Sport Pics www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT HER ALL…Union Catholic’s Erin O’Connor finished fourth in the
100 backstroke and fifth in the 200 IM at the Mountain Valley Championships at
Wardlaw-Hartridge in Edison on February 12.

Viking Hoopsters Nip
Lady Lions, 33-29

The Union Catholic High school
girls basketball team appear to be peak-
ing at the right time by nipping Roselle
Catholic, 33-29, in Scotch Plains on
February 10. The 12-5 Lady Vikings
have been on a winning roll and, re-
cently, received the third seed for the
Union County Tournament. The Lady
Lions had received the second seed.

Leslie Hendricks bucketed 10
points and Katelyn Murray sank nine
while Courtney Harris grabbed 11
rebounds for the Vikings. Amanda
Sheeny and Latoya McKoy each net-
ted seven points for the 13-3 Lions.
Roselle Catholic   8   7   8 10 33
Union Catholic   5   3   6 15 29

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING IN A LAYUP…Viking Mike Seamon, No. 10, rolls in a layup against
Brearley. Seamon finished with a game-high 20 points.

Patricia “Pat” Plante
Sales Associate - Westfield Office

Direct Dial: 908-233-2162

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

For additional information or a private tour of this home, please contact:

Look Who’s Selling Fanwood!

Fanwood…Don’t miss this beautifully maintained home. Freshly painted, with hardwood floors,

this home is ready to move right in. Features formal Living Room and Dining room, eat-in Kitchen,

three spacious bedrooms, family room, and one and one-half baths. Presented for $465,000.

Fanwood…This charming Cape features a warm & inviting   Living room/Dining room with hardwood

floors. An updated eat-in kitchen, a full bath and two bedrooms round out the first floor. The second

floor features two bedrooms and a half bath. A basement Recreation room, fenced in yard and deck

plus a location close to town, transportation and parks. Presented for $342,000.

A bower of trees surrounds the 1.43 acres that embrace this Westfield home. Box beam ceil-
ings, arched entries, hardwood floors &  moldings compose a gracious interior. The elegant 
living room & dining room reveal innate beauty while the family room & modern kitchen 
complement a marvelous conservatory. Cordial private rooms & updated baths blend in 
seamlessly. Mature foliage & sweeping lawns enhance the setting . Presented for $1,995,000. 

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate  
908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2004   

An opportunity like this rarely presents itself: the ideal investment or home is created by an 
unsurpassed location and two apartments that welcome you.  Both have two bedrooms but 
each has unique features such as a formal dining room or an impressive stone fireplace.  
Other desirable features include a nice sized property, two car garage and it’s  proximity to 
Westfield’s downtown, transportation and shopping . Presented for $659,000. 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 
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Blue Devils’ Scoring Blitz Ices
St. Patrick Hoops Girls, 52-27

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SP-F Raider Hoopsters Whip
Kearny Kardinal Girls, 76-30

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $519,900

Exceptional Colonial with custom maple kitchen ‘03, spacious formal dining room, updated baths, central
air, Timberline roof, four large bedrooms plus office, great backyard, fresh decor.  Convenient to New
York transportation.  Call for your personal tour today.  Value priced at $439,000 - just compare.
(052000071)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $390,000
This lovely home features three bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths.  Country kitchen includes beautiful wood
cabinetry, tile flooring & a vestibule with a breakfast bar and built-in wine rack.  The finished basement
provides additional space for entertaining.  Original wood molding throughout, parquet floors and a
decorative mantle in dining room.  The fully fenced yard has a patio and a shed.  Situated near shopping,
trains & schools, this is a must see.  (052009988)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $439,000

Nine rooms - three bedrooms, one and one half baths on 1/3 corner acre with generous size rooms.
Finished basement; recreation room plus office.  Walk up attic.  Gleaming hardwood floors, masonry
fireplace, walk in cedar closets and built in cabinets.  Huge country kitchen.  Two car garage.  Shackamaxon
Golf Club locale & more.  (052000089)

WESTFIELD                                 $639,000
The charming front porch invites you into this deceptively spacious colonial/cape home set on a quiet
street close to town and schools.  Both the living room, with wood burning fireplace, and dining room
are bright and airy.  The renovated eat-in kitchen features custom maple cabinetry, high end appointments
and opens to a cozy family room.  Three bedrooms on the second floor and a first floor bedroom or
office, two full baths and the family recreation room complete this wonderful home. (052000096)

Inviting Expanded Colonial CapeCharming Colonial

Terrific Colonial

The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 5.23%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an
index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $100,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or
decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap).Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/7/05 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $100,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 11.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $427.08
to a maximum interest payment of $694.97 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $961.78 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Expandable Ranch

Blue Devil Mercado Advances
To NJ Bowling Championship

Blue Devil Icemen Skate Past
Park Regional Icemen, 3-1

Westfield High School sophomore
Harrison Mercado has qualified for
the NJSIAA singles bowling cham-
pionship when he bowled a 685 in the
North Jersey, Section 2 Tournament
on February 12 at Eagle Rock Lanes
in West Orange. Mercado was one of
the nine finalists from the section
who will compete against the other
42 sectional finalists to determine the
state singles bowling champion.

“He has been showing daily im-
provement over the past month as his
confidence level is soaring,” stated
Coach Mike Tirone.

The state finals will be held at
Brunswick Zone Carolier Lanes in
North Brunswick on Monday, Febru-
ary 21, starting at 10:30 a.m.

Mercado was happy to make the

finals as an individual, but would have
preferred “the team to also qualify.”

The Blue Devil team did not place
in the top three and will not compete
for the state championship. Mercado
had help form senior captain Brian
Stotter who bowled a final game of
221 en route to his 535 series for the
day. Sophomore Alex Wronski also
participated in all three games. Fresh-
man Eric Curialle and Arley Rojas
along with sophomores Bryan
Elsasser and Tristan Bellotti also
bowled in the tournament.

All gained valuable experience that
will be beneficial in the coming years.
Linden won the tournament with a
3,071 total for the three games. West
Orange and Butler also advanced with
respective totals of 3,048 and 2,973.

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team made the most of its
only game of this past week with a
come from behind victory over non-
conference foe Park Regional.

The Blue Devils fell behind 3-0
until they scored a goal in the second
period to enter the third period down
3-1. Determined to win the game, the
Blue Devils tied the game with five

minutes to play. However, it appeared
that their chance to win the game was
lost when senior Captain Greg Speir
was called for a penalty with just
under three minutes remaining.

The tide turned, however, as the
penalty expired when junior Assis-
tant Captain Sal Esposito was skating
the puck towards the Park zone as
Speir hopped out of the penalty box
and into play. Esposito and Speir were
in a two-on-one situation against the
Park defenseman. Esposito made a
great pass to Speir, who fired in the
winning goal.

Westfield goals were scored by se-
nior Captain Brent Davis, senior
Brady Lau and two by Speir. The
Blue Devils were to receive their rank-
ing this week, which will determine
who they will play during States.

game, so it’s not as upsetting as people
may think it would be,” said Gillooly.

“It was sort of sad because we have
been together so long,” said Burke,
who will attend Yale this fall. “It
brings us to the realization that this is
our last year together but it’s all excit-
ing because we are all going on next
year to play. A lot of underclassman
showed a lot of team spirit by toilet
papering our houses (chuckle) and
putting up all the banners. The most
reminiscent time though will be the
end of the year.”
Kearny   5   2 13 10 30
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 23 14 24 15 76

trated, walked around and threw the
ball out of bounds along with the fact
that they are not a very good shooting
team, “said Miller. “Maybe, once they
become a team, calm down a bit and
get it together they may be able to go
far.”

Carrying a hefty 42-3 bulge, coach
Marino enjoyed the luxury of giving
his bench court time in the second
half. Resorting to moving the ball
around, spreading the court while
touching the ball seven to eight times
and looking for a quality shot,
Simmons and McGrath each hit for
two points.

“We ran the right plays like we set
up in practice and played evenly by
passing the ball around and making
certain everyone scored while trying
not to run the score up too much by
calming it down,” said Slodyczka.

In the final quarter, Anne McGrath,
Cronin and Judd each stuffed the net,
however Mary Alvarado had the hot
hand for St. Patrick, scoring 11 points,
including three 3-pointers.

“Coach Marino makes sure that
we understand what we’re doing
wrong and he helps us by calling
plays because we’re not ready to set
up yet,” added Miller. “He makes
certain that everyone is in top shape,
and everyone works hard during
practice. Although some of the girls
don’t get to play a lot, they really
give it their all when they do get in
and there’s never a disagreement re-
garding playing time, so we have
very good comradely and chemistry
among the girls.”

The Blue Devils were successful in
their Union County Tournament pre-
liminary game by defeating Roselle
Park, 47-34, on February 12 in
Rahway. Slodyczka hit for 16 points,
Miller sank 13 and O’Leary scored
nine points.
St. Patrick’s   0   3   6 18 27
Westfield 31 11   4   6 52

Roselle Park 12   5   8   9 34
Westfield 13 14 10 10 47

Jim O’Connor (NJ Sport Pics www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Blue Devil Erin Miller, No. 11, drives to
the basket in the Union County Tournament victory over Roselle Park.

spectively as the 16-5 Raiders took a
23-5 lead. In the second quarter,
DeCataldo led the Raiders on a 14-2
run with five points, including her 3-
pointer.

Gillooly nailed a 3-pointer early in
the third quarter but went on more
than a six-minute drought before roll-
ing in her layup to break 1,000. Sec-
onds later, she hit her final layup.
Burke led the 15-10 fourth-quarter
Raider charge by sinking six points.

“It’s been a great four years. Four of
my best friends! It’s been the best high
school year possible, basketball also.
But it’s technically not our last home

FEBRUARY 14:
FIRST ROUND:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 55, Roselle 33
Allie Zazzali and Elizabeth

DeCataldo each bucketed 15 points.
Jenny Burke had 12 points and Maura
Gillooly sank nine.
Roselle 14   6   6   7 33
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 15 15   5 55

Roselle Catholic 41, Westfield 34
Erin Miller scored 15 points and

Stephanie Slodyczka netted 11 for
the Blue Devils.
Westfield   8   7 12   7 34
Roselle Catholic 15   9 10   7 41

Union Catholic 38, Union 31
Katelyn Murray scored 12 points

and Courtney Harris scored nine for
thhe 14-5 Vikings.
Union   8   8   6   9 31
Union Catholic   9   8   9 12 38

Rahway 41, Linden 31
Francesca Garay had eight points

for 13-6 Rahway.
Linden   6   2   9 14 31
Rahway 10   8 13 10 41

Cranford 37, Plainfield 27
Lisa Levonas scored 11 points for

the 12-8 Cougars.
Plainfield   8   8   5   6 27
Cranford   9 13   3 12 37

Johnson 46, Dayton 38
Kelli Pflug netted 19 points for the

10-8 Crusaders.
Dayton   5 13   9 11 38
Johnson 14   9 11 12 46

Elizabeth 41, Governor Livingston 26
Jessica Cavaco scored 15 points

for Elizabeth and Sarah Glacken
scored nine for the Highlanders.
Gov. Livingston   3   4   8 11 26
Elizabeth   4 16 11 10 41

Union County Girls Basketball Tournament:

HS Girls Basketball
Union County Seeds:

TOP 12 SEEDS AT START:
  1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
  2. Roselle Catholic
  3. Union Catholic
  4. Rahway
  5. Elizabeth
  6. Cranford
  7. New Providence
  8. Johnson
  9. Dayton
10. Oak Knoll
11. Plainfield
12. Governor Livingston

Quarterfinals are set for today, Thurs-
day, at Rahway and Roselle Catholic.
The Semifinals are set for Tuesday,
February 22, and Wednesday, Febru-
ary 23, at Dunn Center in Elizabeth.
The Championship game is set for
Friday, February 25, at Roselle Catho-
lic at 8 p.m. The third-place game is
set for 6:30 p.m.

HS Boys Basketball
Union County Seeds:

TOP 12 AT START:
  1. St. Patrick’s
  2. Linden
  3. Roselle Catholic
  4. Rahway
  5. Hillside
  6. St. Mary’s
  7. Westfield
  8. Summit
  9. Cranford
10. Plainfield
11. Governor Livingston
12. Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Quarterfinals will be held on Febru-
ary 18 in Cranford and February 19 in
Rahway
Championship game is set for 3 p.m.
on February 26 at Dunn Center in
Elizabeth.

UC Boys Basketball
Tournament Results:

FEBRUARY 12
PRELIMINARIES:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 57,
Roselle 29

Travis Morgan led the 9-12 Raid-
ers with 11 points.
Roselle 10   3   9   7 29
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 16 14 14 57

Elizabeth 55, Dayton 53
Nate Thompson and Kaseem

Greene each scored 12 points for the
Minutemen.
Dayton   7 13 18 15 53
Elizabeth 11 15 15 14 55

FEBRUARY 14
New Providence 64, Johnson 59

Brandon Doyle fired in 20 points
for the 12-6 Pioneers.
Johnson 14 15 15 15 59
New Providence 13 15 19 17 64

Union 66, Oratory 53
Keith Tillis netted 18 points and

Alex Rislin scored 17 for the 6-16
Farmers.
Oratory 11 18   8 16 53
Union 16 18 22 10 66

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY TOUGH DEFENSIVELY…Lauren Benovegno, No. 24, and the rest of the
Raiders have been very stubborn defensively this season.
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BrH2O-Raritan Panthers Rip
SP-F Raider Wrestlers, 50-21

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Ferrante got a first-period takedown
and a second-period escape to take a
3-0 lead on Wayne Hampton into the
third period. Hampton added a re-
verse but Ferrante escaped to win 4-
2. Watson baffled Jeff Timmick after
recording a takedown and pinned him
in 1:06 using a double grapevine,
head smother.

The Panthers won the next three
bouts via fall to take a 29-15 lead. The
later bout being between Pflaum and
Dan Frias, which was anybody’s bout
until Pflaum got caught in 5:39.

Giannaci spent little time on the

mat when he recorded a takedown
and showed Tony D’Ovidio the lights
in 1:57 then Dragon faced off with
Fabiano. Dragon got a low-single
takedown in the first period and re-
ceived a penalty point as they rolled
off the mats. Then late in the second

period, Dragon finally turned Fabiano
with a stretch arm bar, half nelson in
3:53.

Although losing his bout, Raider
Trevor Cannon gave Panther Dan
Bomeo, ranked seventh in the state, a
run for his money, losing just 4-1 at
112-lbs.

“Big difference from last year,”
commented Raider Head Coach John
Scholz. “I knew it was going to be
tough. They looked impressive.
Dakiem made a big mistake. He needs
to be aware of that. Chris Pflaum!
He’s getting better and better. Even

though he lost, I can see he’s coming
around the corner. Cannon, Boemeo!
What a match, 4-1! Trevor wrestled a
great match against him. Dragon,
Fabiano! They both went at it. For
Dragon to get Fabiano on his back,
it’s a credit to him.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
130: — Jeff Ruggini (B) p Dave
DeNichilo, 2:48
135: — Eric Radwanski (B) p Dakiem
Gaines, 4:27
140: —Mineo (S) p Jim Schearer, 1:10
145: — Ferrante (S) d Hampton, 4-2
152: — Watson (S) p Timmick, 1:06
160: — Drew Ives (B) p Joe Bachi, 5:25
171: — Jon Rothman (B) p Rob Bethea, 2:41
189: — Frias (B) p Pflaum, 5:39
215: — Giannaci (S) p D’Ovidio, 1:57
Hwt: — Dragon (B) p Fabiano, 3:53
103: — Ryan Radwonski (B) p Gary
Schardien, :54
112: — Bomeo (B) d Cannon, 4-1
119: — Adam Friedman (B) d Sal Gano, 6-4
125: — Dan Liss (B) d Ricky Olsson, 6-0

NAIL BITER…Fourth grade Westfield Basketball Association Head Coach
Mike Smith discusses what play to run in a neck-in-neck game against IHM last
Thursday night. Pictured, left to right, are; Parker Friedman, Kel Dolan, Keagan
Hess and Christian Burgdorf. Kneeling, Coach Smith.

F-SPY ‘C’ Gymnasts Defeats
South Mountain ‘Y’ Girls

On February 5, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA (FSPY) “C” Division gym-
nastics team traveled to the South Moun-
tain YMCA for its second competition of
the season and returned undefeated.

In the 10-and-under age group,
Kaitlyn Frey captured first all-around
honors, placing first on the uneven
bars and floor exercise, and second on
vault and balance beam. Katie
Buchbinder earned second place all-
around award, first on vault and beam,
and second on bars and floor. Lauren
Lockfeld placed third all-around, tied
Frey for second on vault, took third on
bars and floor, and fourth on beam.

Kacie Bumiller got fourth all-around,
tied with Buchbinder for the first on
vault and took third on beam, fourth on
floor and fifth on bars. Zoe Stein took

fifth on vault and floor, while Jenna
Gouldey took fourth on vault. Marissa
DiBella’s consistent routines on vault,
beam and floor also contributed to the
team’s winning efforts.

In the 11-and-over age group, Alexa
Uvino delivered stellar performances
on all four events, sweeping first place
on everything, including all-around.
Lisa Matrale captured third on floor
and vault. Tori Ingato took second on
vault and fourth on beam. Taylor
Robustelli was awarded second on floor.

The teams’ next home competition
will be a combined “B” and “C” Divi-
sion meet on Saturday, February 19 at
3:30 p.m. For more information about
the FSPY gymnastics program, please
call (908) 889-8880 or visit
www.fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLE OF RANKED HEAVYWEIGHTS…Panther Roy Dragon, left, at-
tempts a leg pick on Raider heavyweight Marc Fabiano. Dragon is presently the
state’s top-ranked wrestler and Fabiano is ranked seventh.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO SAY NIGHTY, NIGHT…Raider Nick Giannaci, right, gets ready to
turn out the lights on Panther Tony D’Ovidio in the 215-lb bout. Giannaci pinned
D’Ovidio in 1:57.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD $1,899,900
This magnificent Colonial home is situated on one of Westfield’s most notable streets,
set on over a ½ acre of property it boasts a gracious entry Foyer; formal Parlor;
Living Room with fireplace; formal Dining Room; sunny Family Room; updated Eat-
In Kitchen w/Viking stove; 5 Bedrooms, 2 ½ baths including a master wing which
encompasses a full bathroom; sitting room w/fireplace (possible 6th bedroom) and
study/office; plus an additional study.  Beautifully appointed with deep moldings;
pocket doors; and gorgeous hard wood flooring.  WSF0061

#1 Agent - Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090 
 Bus.: (908) 233-5555  

Barbara M. Callahan 
(908) 301-2886 Direct 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004  
Cell: 908-447-1806 
E-Mail: brokerbmc@aol.com 
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Charming “Gardens” Colonial 
This pristine 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, colonial cape sits on a quiet tree lined street within walking 

distance of school, town and NYC transportation. A sunny foyer and gleaming hardwood floors 

welcome you into the formal dining room with wainscoting and chair rail while the spacious living 

room boasts a fireplace and entrée to an airy  screen porch. A “state of the art” kitchen offers both 

cabinet space and a convenient mud room along  with access to a hall with a full bath, den and guest 

room. The 2nd floor master bedroom features skylights, and a private bath and the other two 

bedrooms share a bath. A fabulous finished rec room complete this “MUST SEE MUST SEE MUST SEE MUST SEE “home! 

       ���������������������	
�����
      OPEN HOUSE  Sunday, February 20th, 1-4PM 

             Offered at $ 789,900. 

THE GIRLS SOFTBALL LEAGUE

OF WESTFIELD

Announces Its

Registration for

Spring 2005

OPEN TO GIRLS IN GRADES K-8 WHO LIVE IN

OR WHO ATTEND SCHOOL IN WESTFIELD

Registration cards have been mailed to girls who played last season.

Additional flyers have been made available to students through their

schools.  Flyers can also be obtained at the Leader Store and Westfield

Department of Recreation.  The registration fee is $85.00 per player.

Deadline for registration has been extended to February 23, 2005.

We’ve added a new division for Kindergarteners and First graders.  We’ll

also be offering a developmental skills clinic for 2nd and 3rd graders run

by Tara Pignoli, the Westfield High School Varsity Softball Coach and

players on the WHS softball team.

The GSLW has a new registration procedure this year that is as fast as clicking

a button on your computer.  TO REGISTER: simply go to

www.westfieldtoday.com.  Click on the Sports icon at the bottom of the screen

or use the word Softball in the shortcut screen.  (Note; it is case sensitive).

Then click on Girls Softball League of Westfield and fill out the form.  All

major credit cards are accepted.

All girls play in every game so come join us this Spring!

The GSLW invites any questions concerning these programs by calling its

information line at (908) 233-1571 or e-mailing david.flannery@verizon.net

A.L. Johnson Crusaders Stop
Blue Devil Matmen, 51-28

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

season, stepped up to record a major-
ity decision at 189-lbs.

After the 7-6 Crusaders received
forfeits at heavyweight, 103-lbs and
112-lbs, Kramer met center mat with
Matt Rusin, who began the bout with
a takedown. Kramer answered with a
reversal then added an escape in the
second period before showing Rusin
the lights in 3:11 with a back trip to a
head smother.

Kramer, who was also out of the

lineup most of the season, returned in
time to place third at 112-lbs in the
Union County Tournament on Febru-
ary 5. “I’m getting back into the flow.
I thought I had a good showing with
Ryan (Wilson of Rahway, the UCT

champ). I’m looking forward to meet-
ing him again.”

Four more Crusaders received for-
feits then DelDuca began his bout
with Steve McKenna by recording a
head-and-arm walk around takedown.
After practicing a spiral nearfall, a
two-point tilt and a cradle nearfall in
the first period, and adding an escape
with another takedown in the second
period, DelDuca ended the bout with
a fall in 2:54.

DelDuca, who dislocated his shoul-
der in the Roselle Park Holiday Tour-
nament while attempting a throw-by
takedown on Jionni LaValle of
Hanover Park who eventually won the
weight class, said, “I just started back
Tuesday. I have been running a lot. My
conditioning seemed great. I thought
that I should get a couple warm up
matches for the districts. Today, I
wanted to work stuff that didn’t pres-
sure my shoulder. I pressured his head
and worked the walk around. No more
throw-bys, just smart stuff!”

Marc Boyd at 160-lbs and Dan
Whitney at 171-lbs received forfeits
then Willard faced off with Vin
DelVecchio and recorded a 13-1 vic-
tory. Willard tallied three takedowns,
a reversal and two cradle nearfalls
that forced DelVecchio to be kicking
in the air like a beetle on its back.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Erik Kaminsky (J) won forfeit
103: — John Caponigro (J) won forfeit
112: — Anthony Priore (J) won forfeit
119: — Kramer (W) p. Rusin, 3:11
125: — Mike DiMaio (J) d. Matt Kamel, 6-4
130: — Frank Coler (J) won forfeit
135: — Mike Coler (J) won forfeit
140: — Dave Jusefyk (J) won forfeit
145: — Chris Golias (J) won forfeit
152: — DelDuca (W) p. McKenna, 2:54
160: — Marc Boyd (W) won forfeit
171: — Dan Whitney (W) won forfeit
189: — Willard (W) md. DelVecchio, 13-1
215: — Matt Kohen (J) won forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO MAINTAIN TOP CONTROL…Blue Devil Matt Kamel, top, tries
to maintain top control on Crusader Mike DiMaio in the 125-lb bout. DiMaio
ended up winning the bout, 6-4.

Blue Devil Boys Sting
Cougar Cagers, 64-62
With his team trailing by three

points with less than a minute to play,
Bryan Power hit a 2-pointer and a
free throw to tie the game and Mike
Venezia sank two free throws with
two seconds remaining to give the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team a 64-62 win over host
Cranford on February 8. It was the
sixth victory in eight games for the 9-
8 Blue Devils.

The Blue Devils held a 32-22 lead
at the half but watched the lead
dwindle to three after the 12-7 Cou-
gars went on a 24-17 run in the third
quarter. Terrence Grier bucketed a
season-high 42 points for the Cou-
gars. Blue Devil Eric Hayes hit 10 of
his 16 points in the fourth quarter.
Venezia also had 16 points, Tom
Bonard sank nine and Powers fin-
ished with eight points.
Westfield 16 16 17 15 64
Cranford 10 12 24 16 62
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FSPY Girls Face Westfield
In Final Meet of Season

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
girls “B” swim team finished up a
winning season with a strong perfor-
mance against the Westfield YMCA
on January 15.

In Individual Medley, 9-10s
Caroline Ross and Molly O’Halloran
finished 2-3; Caroline Leahy swam
well. 11-12s Jillian Leahy and Kirsten
Carbone placed 2-3. 13-14s Rebecca
Clapp, Kim Many and Taylor Guiffre
touched 1-3-4 and 15-18s Julie Disch
and Carol Monteiro finished 1-2 in
the 200 IM.

In freestyle, (8U) Emma Sherry
touched second. 9-10s Carly Whitmer
and Sara Hoerrner finished 1-4. Emily
Ho swam well. 11-12s Gabrielle
Titone, Megan Hoerrner and Nicole
Buzzanca put in good efforts. Mel-
issa Desnoyers and Amanda Gianni
touched 1-3 and 13-14s Joanna Luzny,
Elizabeth Peach and Cheryl Monteiro
finished 1-2-3. Katie Gartner had a
good swim. 15-18 Brittany Cole
placed first.

In breaststroke, 8Us Emma Sherry
and Olivia Whitmer were 2-3. 9-10s

Caroline Lesce and Molly O’Halloran
finished 3-4, and 11-12 Julia Ross
took third. 13-14s Rebecca Clapp and
Julie Disch touched 1-2. Melissa
Fitzgibbons swam well. 15-18s Nicole
Zoller, Bianca Pacheco and Joann
Luzny finished 2-3-4.

In backstroke, 8U Tiffany Inacker
took first. Cami Sullivan had a great
swim. 9-10 Brenda Ho touched first.
11-12s Jillian Leahy and Kirsten
Carbone finished 2-3. 13-14 Amanda
Gianni and 15-18 Carol Monteiro
placed second.

In butterfly, 8U Sara Hoerrner was
first; 9-10s Carly Whitmer and Brenda
Ho finished 2-3, while 11-12 Ellen
Tomljanovic took first. 13-14s Mel-
issa Desnoyers and Bianca Pacheco
touched 2-3, and Julia Weigel had a
good race. Brittany Cole won the 15-
18 heat.

In the freestyle relays, 8Us Sherry,
Inacker, Whitmer and Hoerrner took
first, as did 13-14s Clapp, Gianni,
Disch and Many and 15-18s Zoller,
Christine Albanese-Demair, Cole and
Pacheco.

Former WF Resident Kowalczyk
Sinks Hole in One in Florida

Andy Kowalczyk, president and
CEO of AK Capital and Westfield
High graduate of 1975, will never
forget Super Bowl Sunday 2005.
Kowalczyk, a 15 handicap, sank a
hole in one on the par-4, 323-yard
(blue tees) sixth hole at the Trump
International Golf Course in West
Palm Beach, Fla.

He was golfing with Oshrie Zak,
Jonathan Smokler and caddie Neville,
all from NY.

“The sixth hole is a dog leg right
over water. My caddie told me to aim
approximately 50-75 yards left of the
hole. I hit the ball very solid but
pushed it right on line with the hole.
I figured it would land in the water,
short of the green. There was no

splash. When we got to the green, we
couldn’t see the ball, so I assumed it
either plugged in front of the hole or
rolled off the back of the green. My
caddie Neville told me I’d better look
in the hole and there it was! It truly
was a Super Sunday,” said Kowalczyk.

As Kowalczyk was leaving, he ran
into Mr. Trump and told him of his
hole in one. The astonished Mr. Trump
said, “That’ll never happen again!”

Kowalczyk is a member of Trump
National in New York where he hosted
a charity golf event last May to ben-
efit the Alonzo Mourning charities,
which aids inner city children. He is
also a member of the Hawkpoint Golf
Club in Washington Twp, NJ as well
as the Doral Golf Club in Miami.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE MAT QUALIFIERS…Sean Cannon, left, and Brian Lapham, who
wrestle for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Junior Raiders wrestling program, which
is in the Central Jersey Midget Wrestling League, recently qualified for the USA
Wrestling, NJ Wrestling Federation State Tournament by finishing first and
third, respectively, at the North Burlington State Qualifying Tournament, one of
eight regional qualifying tournaments around the state. Sean, a fifth grader at
Terrill Middle School, qualified in the Midget 90-lb. class and Brian, a second
grader at Coles Elementary School, qualified at the Bantam 65-lb. class. The State
Tournament will be held on March 19 at Union High School.

WF Foundation Provides Grant
For JV Ice Hockey Tourney

All local hockey fans are invited to
the 2004-2005 Union County School
Junior Varsity Ice Hockey Jamboree/
Tournament to be held on Wednes-
day, February 23, at the Warinanco
Ice Rink in Roselle from 5:45-10:30
p.m. It will be an exciting evening
with eight mini-games as Summit
High School seeks to defend its Union
County JV Ice Hockey County Cham-
pionship.

The Westfield Foundation has pro-
vided a grant to underwrite the cost of
the 2004-2005 Union County High
School Junior Varsity Ice Hockey
Jamboree/Tournament. A nominal
admission charge of $3 per adult and
$1 per student will be good for the
entire tournament.

Participating in the tournament will
be the junior varsity high school ice

hockey teams from Clark (AL Johnson),
Cranford, Summit and Westfield. Dur-
ing the preliminary round robin, which
begins at 6 p.m., each team will face off
in a series of mini-games to determine
the seeding for the championship con-
solation games.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE:
ROUND ROBIN:
5:45 PM - Westfield vs. Johnson
6:15 PM - Summit vs. Cranford
6:45 PM - Summit vs. Westfield
7:30 PM - Cranford vs. Johnson
8:00 PM – Westfield vs. Cranford
8:30 PM – Summit vs. Johnson

CONSOLATION FOR THIRD:
9:15 PM - Third vs. Fourth

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME:
9:45 PM - First vs. Second

Trophies will be awarded to the Cham-
pions and Runner-Up as well as to the
tournament Most Valuable Player.

Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG SCORING THREAT…Blue Devil John Attanasio, No. 35, flicked in four
goals in an 8-2 Junior Varsity victory over Cranford on February 10.

Westfield PAL Wrestlers Top
N. Prov, Rahway, N. Plainfield

The Westfield PAL wrestling team
improved to 6-4 with wins over New
Providence, Rahway and North
Plainfield this week. The team com-
petes in the Central Jersey Midget
Wrestling League.

On February 5, the team competed
in a quad match at Cranford. Wins by
Jake Rabinowitz, Nick Kalimtzis,
Conor Chopey, Matt Albano, Colin
Barber, Christian Barber, Tony Pafumi,
and Helen Delpopolo provided the 46-
35, victory over Rahway. Against New
Providence, Joseph Johnston,
Kalimtzis, Thomas Ross, Albano, Troy
Skibitsky, Jey Yingling, Christian Bar-
ber, Pafumi and Helen Delpopolo had
wins for a 45-31 victory.

On February 9, Westfield routed

North Plainfield, 62-30. Winning for
the Blue Devils were Johnston, Nick
Velez (pin), Matt Barber, Albano(pin),
Brian Bulger, Yingling (pin), Colin
Barber (pin), Christian Barber (pin),
Pafumi (pin) and Brendan Oster.

Westfield PAL sponsors a Begin-
ning Wrestling program (K-3rd grade),
a team in the Central Jersey Midget
Wrestling League (3rd through 6th
grades) and a team in the NJ Grade
School League (5th through 8th
grades). For more information of the
PAL wrestling programs, please visit
www.WestfieldPALWrestling.com

Westfield Y Swimmers Compete
In State YMCA ‘Mini-Champs’

The Westfield “Y” had the young-
est members of its Devilfish swim
team compete in the statewide YMCA
8 & Under championships at the
Ocean County “Y” in Tom’s River
on. The event drew hundreds of swim-
mers from 27 YMCA’s across the
state.

“I’m very proud of these young
athletes,” said Devilfish Head Coach
Paul Casazza, who is also Director of
Competitive Aquatics at the Westfield
Y. “For many of these kids, this is
their first season on the team. Yet
they’ve consistently shown great
maturity, dedication, and commit-
ment.”

The top-eight in each event received
medals. Ribbons were awarded to the
ninth through 16th.

Ryan Daniel got first in the 25-yard
backstroke, third in the 25-yard breast-
stroke and third in the 25-yard
freestyle. Tyler Lessner got first in
the 25-breaststroke, 14th in the 100-
IM and 15th in the 25-butterfly. Luke
McGrory got second in the 25-back-
stroke, third in the 25-free and eighth
in the 100-IM.

Erika Daniel got sixth in the 25-
breaststroke and 14th in the 100-IM.
Johanna Mermer got eighth in the 25-
breaststroke, 13th in the 50-free and
16th in the 25-butterfly. Andre Benz
got eighth in the 25-breaststroke.

Jack Rose got ninth in the 25-back-

stroke and 16th in the 50-free. George
Ye got 10th in the 25-breaststroke.
Katherine Duffy got 12th in the 50-
free. Molly McKeown got 15th in the
50-free.

Also competing were Jason
Amsterdam, Geneva Gleason, Emma
Haley, Gemma Larche, Lena Morello,
Thomas Pyle, Shannon Sokolow, Mark
Trinkle and Amy West.

The final invitational meet of the
season for the 8 & Under swimmers
will be the New Jersey Swimming
Mini 8 & Under Championships on
February 26 at Seton Hall, which is
open not only to YMCA swim pro-
grams, but to other programs through-
out the state.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 05-01-S

CALENDAR YEAR 2005 OR-
DINANCE TO EXCEED THE
MUNICIPAL BUDGET AP-
PROPRIATION LIMITS AND
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 8, 2005.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 05-04-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 185 OF CHAPTER
184 OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD TO
BAR THE PLACING OF INOP-
ERABLE VEHICLES IN CER-
TAIN PORTIONS OF THE
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL ZONE

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 8, 2005.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

An Amendment to Ordinance No. 05-
03-R, AN ORDINANCE OF THE MUNICI-
PAL COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD AMENDING THE REDEVEL-
OPMENT PLAN FOR THE BLOCK 64
REDEVELOPMENT AREA PURSUANT
TO N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ., was
introduced and passed on first reading by
the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood at a meeting held on February 8,
2005.  Copies of this amendment to Ordi-
nance No. 05-03-R can be obtained with-
out cost at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
Municipal Clerk’s Office, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, between
the hours of 8 A.M. and 4 P.M., Monday
through Friday.

This ordinance amends the amendment
to the existing redevelopment plan for
Block 64 redevelopment area.

A public hearing on this amendment will
be held on February 24, 2005, at 6:30 PM.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $22.95

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $869,900 Westfield                                                     $1,950,000

Scotch Plains $759,000 North Plainfield                                             $399,000

Wonderful new home built by Michael Mahoney beautifully
appointed throughout.  Gourmet kitchen, custom holdings.
WSF0039

Impressive colonial in historic Stoneleigh Pk.  Leaded glass
windows, columned fireplace, center island kitchen with granite.
WSF0073

At Baltustrol top.  Custom home with legal home office suite.
Quality construction, lovely half acre plus, terrific location.
WSF0057

Elegant colonial with contemporary flair in desirable
neighborhood.  4 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, 2 story entry, 2
level deck.  WSF0051

Stately 4 bedroom colonial.  Master suite w/adjacent loft,
finished basement, eat-in kitchen, florida room off family
room. WSF0054

Meadowbrook colonial, 4 bedrooms, 2 fireplaces, family
room & more plus suite w/kitchenette, bath, bedroom,
living/dining room.  WSF1032

Springfield                                                     $749,000

Mountainside                                                $975,000
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College Club Announces
‘Sherry and Sweets’ Party

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains is
seeking new members to promote
education at the college level for
women.

Prospective members or those inter-
ested in learning more about the club
are invited to attend a “Sherry and
Sweets” party on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 23, at 7:30 p.m. at the home of
Marie Leppert, 36 Fieldcrest Drive in
Scotch Plains. She may be reached at
(908) 233-3829.

Among its various activities, the
College Club produces the annual
College Night at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and awards
scholarships to local female students

who are in college or are college-
bound.

The club meets monthly, with meet-
ings comprised of business as well as
educational or entertainment pro-
grams. Social activities, interest
groups and fundraisers round out the
agenda.

“If you are a woman with a bacca-
laureate degree, who wishes to fur-
ther education for women, the Col-
lege Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
is for you,” said Mrs. Leppert.

“It’s a great way to play a signifi-
cant role in a young girl’s life and
career, as well as a wonderful way to
meet with peers and network socially
and professionally,” she added.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*CORRECTION TO BUDGET MEETING DATES*

TYPE OF MEETING: Budget Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: Thursday, February 23, 2005 (New Date)
Tuesday, February 15, 2005 (Cancelled)

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey   07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: The Board will review and discuss the
2005-06 School Budget

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $32.64

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Kay Gragnano
908-301-2036: Office Direct

908-233-7922: Fax

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Quality crafted 4,345 sq. ft. home features 5 Bedrooms, 4 1/2 designer quality
baths, 3 fireplaces, state of  the art gourmet kitchen, library, conservatory, plus
family room, second floor laundry and walk up attic.  The lot size is approximately
100x160.  Offered at $1,495,000

Beautiful new construction
on cul de sac

Better Than New

Light and airy, this 3 year old colonial is ideally located within walking distance to
all transportation, schools and downtown Westfield.  This home offers 4 bedrooms,
two and one half  bathrooms, a spacious state-of-the-art gourmet kitchen, family
room with wood burning fireplace, library and laundry room are conveniently located
on the second floor.  Offered at $979,900

Richard Guard
• Top Sales, Month of January
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Invite Richard Guard in, and he’ll bring results!

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Richard Guard
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Jim Lowney/County of Union for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING AN AWARD…Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman Al Mirabella,
left, and Freeholders Dan Sullivan, right, and Adrian Mapp, second from left, present
a resolution to Anthony Davis of Plainfield congratulating him on receiving the Chris
Zusi Memorial Award for Outstanding Athlete in Union County at the Union County
Baseball Association’s 69th Annual Hot Stove League Baseball Dinner.

Leukemia Society to Honor
Mothers With ‘Tea Party’

WESTFIELD — The Northern New
Jersey Chapter of The Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society will provide an opportu-
nity for people to honor their mothers on
Mother’s Day this year by raising funds
to help find cures for cancer.

Groups or individuals will ask
friends, neighbors and family mem-
bers to take a moment on Mother’s
Day, and “have a cup of tea at the hour
of three.”

“Although there’s no real tea party,
we believe it’s important to take a
moment on Mother’s Day to reflect on
the value that moms provide in this
world,” said Stacey Boman, Execu-
tive Director of the Northern New
Jersey Chapter, based in Westfield.
“Mothers give us life, and it’s natural
to honor them by contributing to the
Society, which is in the business of
prolonging, enhancing and saving the
lives of people with leukemia,

Hodgkin’s and non-Hodgkin lym-
phoma and myeloma.”

The Society’s Mother’s Day Tea
raises hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually, in communities all over the
country. More than 75 percent of funds
spent by the Society will be used to
advance blood cancer research, patient
services, education and advocacy.

The Society is looking for local
clubs, organizations or individuals to
volunteer as hosts for this year’s tea.
For additional information on how to
host or participate, call Kisha Achoe
at (908) 654-9445, call (800) 726-
CURE or email achoek@nj-
no.leukemia-lymphoma.org.

For additional information on ways
to help the Society by donating or
volunteering, call (888) HELP-LLS.

Society Invites Public
To Quiz Slide Show

FANWOOD – Professor Bill
Dunscombe will present his traveling
quiz slide show at the Tuesday, Febru-
ary 22, meeting of the Historical Soci-
ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The monthly meeting will begin at
8:15 p.m., with the quiz show to start
at 8:30 p.m., at the Fanwood train
station, located at North and Martine
Avenues.

Professor Dunscombe’s slide and
lecture program deals with New
Jersey’s history, standards, symbols
and natural history. This will be the
second part of his series.

A Plainfield resident, Professor
Dunscombe is a biology teacher and
head of that department at Union
County College. Refreshments and fel-
lowship will follow the meeting. For
more information, please call Richard
Bousquet, President, at (908) 232-1199.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

WARREN $1,320,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $759,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $529,000 WESTFIELD $189,900

Entertainment delight!  Set on more than 3 acres on a quiet, tree-lined street
with cul-de-sac, this spacious Colonial features an open Great Room, home
theater, three-car garage and state-of-the-art pool.

Spectacular 5 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Custom home situated on picturesque setting
with three-car garage.  The open floor plan is ideal for comfortable living and
indoor/outdoor entertaining.  Gorgeous hardwood floors, two wood-burning
fireplaces and finely crafted wood elements throughout compliment this fabulous
home situated on gorgeous property.

Pristine and beautiful expanded Cape Cod situated on a lovely .27 acre property
features a large Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, central air conditioning,
full basement, underground sprinklers and a nice deck.

No fuss, no worry!  Spacious 2 Bedroom Wychwood Gardens Co-op unit features
hardwood floors, updated appliances, beautifully manicured grounds and pool.
Quiet, 2nd floor location with open views.

Winter Guard Team
To Perform For Club
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College

Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has
announced that the Winter Guard of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Drill Team will perform at the
club’s next meeting on Monday, Feb-
ruary 28.

An award-winning girls’ drill team,
the Winter Guard will demonstrate its
competition program and explain some
of the individual moves.

The meeting, which will take place
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School gymnasium, will open with
the Winter Guard performance at 7:30
p.m. The public is welcome.

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains awards scholarships to young
women in high school and college.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its February 14, 2005 meeting for the
following applications heard at its January
10, 2005 meeting:

Peter Genakos, 244 Canterbury Road,
seeking permission to extend their front
porch contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 11.07E6 & 12.03C,D,E of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Approved with condi-
tions.

Harold Wood & Jeehiun Lee, 724
Hanford Place, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 12.04F, 11.09E6 &
13.01G1b of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

Gary & Jennifer Siegel, 266 East
Dudley Avenue, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 12.04F.1, 12.04G &
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

Mark & Kimberly Benou, 564
Lawrence Avenue, seeking permission
to erect a front porch addition across the
front of their house contrary to the require-
ments of Section 11.06E6, 12.03D,
12.04G, 13.02C1, 13.02H1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Approved with condi-
tions.

Janet Schafer, 153 Madison Avenue,
seeking permission to install an in-ground
pool in the backyard contrary to the re-
quirements of Section: 13.02D3 of the
Land Use Ordinance.  Approved with
conditions.

Edward &Tricia Brown, 160 Gallows
Hill Road, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 11.05E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.  Approved with conditions.

Michael & Lynn Fernandez, 12 Sandra
Circle, seeking permission to enclose a
screened in porch to erect a family room
contrary to the requirements of Section:
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

Mark Edwards, 226 West Dudley Av-
enue, seeking permission to erect an
double garage contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Approved with condi-
tions.

Sherry & Andrew Hines, 28 Stoneleigh
park, seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 11.05E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Approved with conditions.

Thakorji Corporation, 1120 South
Avenue, West, seeking permission to
erect additional signage contrary to the
requirements of Section: 16.04E1of the
Land Use Ordinance.  Approved with
conditions.

Stephen & Michele Mannino, 40
Barchester Way, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 11.06E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Approved with condi-
tions.

Tim & Holly Grom, 417 Saint Marks
Avenue, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 11.08E6 & 12.04F of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Approved with condi-
tions.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2005
FOR:

CONSTRUCTION OF A 750-
TON CAPACITY SALT STOR-
AGE BUILDING AND SHEL-
TER

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE RE-
QUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE AC-
TION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PICKED UP AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $49.47

LEARNING ABOUT TREES…Dean Talcott visits Lisa Szustwal and her fourth
grade students at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Interparochial School in Scotch
Plains to teach students about trees as part of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County 4-H Master Tree Steward Program. Pictured above with the
students, from left to right, are: Ms. Szustwal, Union County Freeholder Vice
Chairman Al Mirabella and Mr. Talcott. For more information about the Master
Tree Steward Program, please call Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union
County at (908) 654-9854.

OPTIMISTIC…State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21), center, speaks to the
Optimist Club of Westfield on February 9 about issues currently before the
Senate. Senator Kean said he was optimistic about the prospects for enacting “pay
to play” legislation that will ensure greater integrity in government operations.
Also pictured is Optimist President Mike Walsh.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE 609-2005

INTRO: 2/10/05

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed bond ordinance was
introduced and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
of the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 10th day of February, 2005, and
that said ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the
meeting of said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meeting room in the County
Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, NJ on the 24th day of February,
2005 at 7:00 o’clock, P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at which
time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an opportunity to
be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole Tedeschi
Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union State of New Jersey

BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 1 AND 4.E. OF THE BOND
ORDINANCE (ORD. NO. 516-00) ENTITLED:  “BOND ORDINANCE TO
AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND
THE ACQUISITION OF NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGI-
NAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$9,836,770 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE STATE
AND FEDERAL GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHO-
RIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”, ADOPTED
OCTOBER 11, 2000.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State
of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  Section 1 of Ordinance No. 516-00 entitled:

“BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUB-
LIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN,
BY AND FOR THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $9,836,770 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO APPROPRIATE STATE AND FEDERAL GRANTS, TO MAKE A DOWN
PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE
SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS”

adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“County”) on October 11, 2000 (the “Prior Ordinance”) is hereby amended to add the
acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery to the categories
of purposes authorized to be undertaken, and shall hereafter read as follows:

“Section 1.  The County of Union (the “County”), State of New Jersey is hereby
authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new additional or
replacement equipment and machinery and new automotive vehicles, including original
apparatus and equipment, in, by and for said County, as more particularly described in
Section 4 hereof.  The cost of the improvements and acquisitions includes all work,
materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.”

Section 2.  Section 4.E. of the Prior Ordinance is hereby amended to add the
acquisition of a filing system for the use of the Department of Human Services, Division
of Social Services, to the specific purposes authorized to be undertaken, and shall
hereafter read as follows:

“[Section 4.]E.  Project Seniors in Motion; Department of Human Services, Division of
Social Services - (A) Acquisition of new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus
and equipment, consisting of ten vans for Project Seniors in Motion and (B) acquisition
of a filing system for the use of the Department of Human Services, Division of Social
Services.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  400,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    20,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  380,000
Period of Usefulness 5 years.”

Section 3.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file
with the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and is available for public inspection.

Section 4.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof
after final passage.
1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $134.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B06-02 ATHLETIC SUPPLIES,

EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS FOR
THE 2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 21, 2005 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407.  Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted.  It
is understood and agreed that proposals
may be delivered before the time or at the
place specified for opening.  The Board of
Education assumes no responsibility for
bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education.  No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROCUREMENT

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq., in  the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, until 10:00 A.M. on 3/22/2005 and opened and read for:

RT. 1 & 9 @ NORTH AVENUE, SEC. 16, CONTRACT NO: 045950180,
RECONSTRUCTION AND WIDENING, FROM NORTH OF NORTH AVENUE TO

SOUTH OF FAIRMONT AVE, CITY OF ELIZABETH

UNION COUNTY
FEDERAL PROJECT # 100% STATE

DP # 04146

Pursuant to NJSA 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects, bidders must be registered
with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of
contract execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as
soon as possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S 34:11-56.48 et seq.
(P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.  The  Department, in accordance with Title VI
Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252 U.S.C., 49 C.F.R..,  Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant
to such Act,  and Section 504 of the  Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business
enterprises full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
discriminate against any bidder on the grounds of race, color, sex , national origin, or
handicap in the contract award. Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of
P.L. 1975, c. 127  NJAC   17:27.   Drawings, specifications, and bid documents may be
inspected or obtained for a fee of  $95.00, for full size drawings, at the NJDOT
Engineering and Operations Building 1st floor, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 during
business hours.  Names and addresses of prospective bidders for this project may be
acquired by telephoning 609-530-8585 during business hours.  Their fax number is  609-
530-4503. Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may also be inspected (
BUT NOT OBTAINED ) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices
at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/17/05, 2/24/05 and 3/3/05, The Leader Fee: $186.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B06-03 TRAINER- HEALTH SUPPLIES
FOR THE 2005- 2006  SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 21, 2005 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407.  Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted.  It
is understood and agreed that proposals
may be delivered before the time or at the
place specified for opening.  The Board of
Education assumes no responsibility for
bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education.  No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 05-02-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTERS 15, 61, 148 AND
168 OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
CONCERNING VARIOUS AS-
PECTS OF THE OFFICE OF
THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY
AND PROPERLY IDENTIFY-
ING THE BOROUGH ENGI-
NEER

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 8, 2005.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Janu-
ary 26, 2005 granted approval to Sugar
Roc Properties for the property at 49 First
Street, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block
65, Lot 8.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Gary S. Goodman
Attorney at Law of New Jersey

23 North Avenue, East
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Attorney For
Sugar Roc Properties, LLC

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $18.36

Garwood Knights Collecting
Baby Items for St. Joseph’s

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus, Monsignor
John M. Walsh Council No. 5437, are
collecting new items for babies on
behalf of St. Joseph’s Social Service
Center in Elizabeth.

Needed items include disposable
diapers in sizes small, medium and
large; pacifiers; small towels; bottles;
laundry detergent; baby food; cereal;
canned vegetables; hats and mittens.

The Knights also are requesting
donations of baby care items such as
baby powder, baby shampoo, baby
oil and lotions, small washcloths, soap

(white), brushes and combs, baby
wipes, Q-tips, Vaseline and like items.

Donations may be dropped off af-
ter 4 p.m. at the Council Hall, located
at 37 South Avenue in Garwood (op-
posite PathMark). Parking is avail-
able behind the building on Willow
Avenue, and individuals are asked to
use the side door entrance.

Due to state and federal laws, the
Knights cannot accept furniture, car
seats, cribs, playpens or clothes. For
more information on the collection
program, please call (908) 789-9809
after 4 p.m.

Single Parents Are Invited
To Gathering Tomorrow

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y,” which has been offering monthly
social events for single parents and
their children, will present an evening
get-together for adults only tomor-
row, Friday, February 18, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood.

Upon arrival, attendees can ask the
hostess where the group from the “Y”
is sitting, or ask for Jill Brown. The
Sun Tavern is located at 15 South
Avenue.

The next Single Parent Family event
will take place on Friday, February 25,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Older children will be able to do

rock climbing, while younger ones
will have an opportunity to ride toys
around the gym. Everyone will have
a chance to make ice cream sundaes
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

If one family brings another that
has never been to the group’s events
before, both families will be admitted
for free. Otherwise, the cost is $5 per
family.

Individuals interested in attending
either event are asked to respond in
advance by calling (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 233, or by sending an e-
mail to jill.brown1@comcast.net.

Hope Chest Thrift Shop
Conducts Dollar Sale
WESTFIELD – The Hope Chest

Thrift Shop, located at 26 Prospect
Street in Westfield, is holding a one-
dollar-per-item sale of all women’s
and children’s clothing through Mon-
day, February 28.

Managed by volunteers from the
Center for Hope Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care Women’s Auxiliary, the shop
features designer clothes for women,
men and children. The merchandise
is clean and pressed and described as
being in excellent condition.

Proceeds from the shop help subsi-
dize hospice care for patients who are
unable to meet expenses through
Medicare and Medicade or other fund-
ing sources.

The shop is open Monday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
directions or further information,
please call the shop at (908) 233-9973.

Synagogue Posts Date
For Ethics Discussion
SCOTCH PLAINS – The HAZAK

group and Adult Education Committee
at Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains will reprise their combined pro-
gram, the Second Annual Jewish Eth-
ics Forum, on Sunday, February 27.

The event, an interactive discus-
sion between a panel of profession-
als, will take place at 11 a.m. at the
synagogue, located at 18 Shalom Way.

Members of the panel will include
Rabbi George Nudell, attorney Heidi
Grossman and Dr. Michael Rosenberg.
The audience will explore ethical ques-
tions encountered in daily living. David
Littman will be the moderator.

Admission and refreshments will
be free, but reservations are required.
Interested persons are asked to call
the temple office at (908) 889-1830.

2-1-1 Will Help Residents
Find Free Tax Prep Help

COUNTY – Thousands of low-
income residents of Union County
missed out on over $19 million in
unclaimed federal and state tax cred-
its in 2002. But Union County’s 2-1-
1 helpline and a coalition of nonprofit
agencies are working to make sure
people claim the tax benefits they are
entitled to this year.

“All residents have to do is dial 2-
1-1 to get the ball rolling,” said Sandy
Erwin, Interim Chief Executive Of-
ficer at United Way of Greater Union
County.

United Way, 2-1-1 First Call for
Help and dozens of participating agen-
cies in Union County and throughout
northeastern New Jersey are also
working to get the word out about
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
and how the 2-1-1 help line can help.

EITC is a federal and state program
that allows working individuals and
families with low incomes to claim
federal and state income tax benefits.
Through this program, many people
will actually end up with a refund
check from the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS), even if they didn’t owe
any taxes to start out with.

2-1-1 is an easy-to-remember and
universally recognizable telephone
number that connects individuals and
families to the health and human ser-
vices, community resources, and gov-
ernment assistance they need, Ms.

Erwin explained.
Landline and cellular telephone

calls to 2-1-1 are always free and
confidential. Multi-lingual, certified
call specialists make appropriate re-
ferrals to community-based organi-
zations and government agencies.

Ongoing monitoring is also con-
ducted by 2-1-1 call specialists to as-
sure links are made and service is
provided. TTY / TTD is also available.

Community resource specialists
who staff the 2-1-1 center will help
callers find out whether they qualify
for the Earned Income Tax benefits
and tell them where to go for free tax
preparation assistance from trained
volunteers operating at dozens of sites
around Northeast New Jersey.

The EITC lifts more people out of
poverty than any other federal pro-
gram, including Welfare, according
to Steven J. Valli of the New Jersey
Department of Human Services.

For example, a low income family
in New Jersey with two or more chil-
dren and earned income of less than
$35,458 could qualify for up to $5,025
in federal and state tax benefits for
2004. And workers can claim the tax
credit for up to three prior years.

“But these tax credits aren’t auto-
matic,” explained Fran Palm, Execu-
tive Director for 2-1-1 service in north-
east New Jersey. “People have to ap-
ply for them when they file their
taxes. And many low income workers
don’t know they might be eligible.”

“In fact, each year thousands of
taxpayers don’t file for the credits,
either because they don’t know they
qualify, don’t know how to claim their
tax credits or don’t know how to get
help with tax return preparation,” said
Ms. Palm. “This could be especially
true for legal immigrant workers who
have income taxes withheld from their
wages but may be unfamiliar with the
tax laws. For many, language barriers
also add to the confusion.”

Blood Drive Is Slated
This Sunday at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Blood
Services will hold a blood drive this
Sunday, February 20, from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. A van will be parked outside
the Westfield Area “Y” on Ferris Place
in Westfield.

Donations will be made inside the
van. No appointment is necessary. A
signed or picture form of identifica-
tion will be required for all donors.
For more information, please call the
Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 251.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT The
Westfield Planning Board will meet on
March 7, 2005 in Council Chambers in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 8
p.m. to hear and consider the following
application:

04-31(V) CARIDO GROUP, LLC, 132-
144 EAST BROAD STREET,
BLOCK 3105, LOT 8, SEEK-
ING PRELIMINARY & FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL WITH VARIANCE.
APPLICANT SEEKING TO IN-
STALL A WALK-IN COOLER
TO ACCOMMODATE THE
“NEW JERSEY MIKE’S” SUBS,
REBUILD EXISTING STAIRS
TO 2ND FLOOR APARTMENTS
AND REBUILD AND REPLACE
ROOF OVER BACK OF
STORE.  Plans drawn by Sincox
Associates, Architects/Plan-
ners, P.O. Box 2696, Westfield,
NJ 07090, dated 01/07/05
(Sheets SP-1 thru SP-3).

Applicant seeks variance from
the following:
List of New C.40:55D-70c Vari-
ance Requested:
Section 11.25E3 of the Land
Use Ordinance: The Ordinance
requires a building that contains
a residential use to have a rear
yard setback of 35 feet.  The
proposed rear yard setback is
+4 feet.
Any and all additional variances,
waivers or exceptions from cer-
tain site plan details or relief
from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

The plans and application documents
are on file in the Office of the Town Engi-
neer, 959 North Avenue, Westfield, New
Jersey, and are available for inspection on
Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

VENTURA, MIESOWITZ, ALBANO,
KEOUGH & WARNER, P.C.

Attorneys for Carido Group, LLC
By: Steven K. Warner

1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $47.43

Psychologist Slated to Speak
On Schizophrenia For NAMI
COUNTY – Robert Fieo from the

Mount Sinai School of Medicine’s
Department of Psychiatry in New
York City will be the guest speaker
at a free presentation by the National
Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Union
County.

It will take place on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the Osceola
Presbyterian Church, located at 1689
Raritan Road in Clark. The church is
wheelchair accessible.

Mr. Fieo is a psychologist and
clinical research coordinator work-
ing on subjects dealing with schizo-
phrenia. He is conducting research
funded by the National Institute of
Mental Health regarding the genet-
ics of schizophrenia and problems
concerning cognitive function asso-
ciated with the disease.

This research study is being car-
ried out in cooperation with several
hospitals, healthcare and rehabilita-
tion facilities in New Jersey and New
York. A question-and-answer period
will follow and refreshments will be

served. For more information, or in
the event of inclement weather,
please call (908) 233-1628.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
OF CO-OP APARTMENT

BY VIRTUE OF A DEFAULT UNDER
that certain Credit Agreement and Secu-
rity Agreement, each dated June 7, 1988
and made by Spyros Papalexiou and Litsa
Papalexiou (the “Debtors”) in favor of
Washington Mutual Bank, FA as succes-
sor to North American Mortgage Com-
pany f/k/a Anchor Mortgage Services, Inc.
(the “Secured Party”),

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to Article 9 of the Uniform Commer-
cial Code the Secured Party, or its succes-
sor in interest or legal representative, will
sell the collateral hereinafter described at
public auction on March 3, 2005.

Said public auction will commence at 10
o’clock a.m. at the offices of Zucker,
Goldberg and Ackerman, 200 Sheffield
Street, Suite 301, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey, 07092, at which time the following
collateral will be sold:

All shares of the cooperative corpora-
tion, leases, stock powers, assignments
of leases, and other agreements, instru-
ments, and documents, pursuant to which
certain rights or benefits have been granted
to the Debtors, all in connection with or
pursuant to certain Promissory Notes and
Security Agreements (collectively, the “Col-
lateral”) representing the debtors’ interest
in the following property:

1400 East Broad Street
Unit 41D2

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(1078 shares)

The Secured Creditor’s records reflect
that Jordan Dardov and Evgenia Dardov
may be the current owners of 50% or more
of the shares being sold herein. This own-
ership interest is subject to the secured
creditor’s lien and will be terminated by
virtue of this sale.

The underlying indebtedness, in the
approximate amount of $55,922.13 plus
accrued interest, legal fees and costs of
sale, as represented by a Promissory Note
or other form of repayment agreement
between the debtor and the Secured Party
is not part of this auction and is not being
sold.

The purchase price for the Collateral
shall be the highest bid and shall be pay-
able in cash or by certified or bank check,
of which a twenty (20%) percent deposit is
required with the successful bid at time of
auction and the balance of the purchase
price shall be payable within thirty (30)
days (“Closing Date”).  The Secured Party
reserves the right to bid at this sale, shall
not be required to post a deposit and may
credit against the purchase price bid all
sums due to the Secured Party under the
Security Agreement.  Should the success-
ful bidder fail to deliver the balance of the
purchase price within the time period set
forth herein, then upon the expiration of
such time period the collateral may, in the
sole discretion of the Secured Party, be
resold and any loss arising from such
resale shall be the responsibility of the
former successful bidder.  The sale may
be subject to further conditions and revi-
sions as may be announced at the start of
the auction.  The Collateral appurtenant
thereto may be inspected at the offices of
Zucker, Goldberg and Ackerman immedi-
ately prior to the sale.

The Co-op Apartment will be sold as is,
subject to superior liens, if any, subject to
rights of tenants or occupants in posses-
sion, if any, and subject to rights of the
cooperative corporation.  Possession is to
be obtained by the purchaser.

Please direct all inquiries with respect to
the collateral to:

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attention: RICHARD P. HABER, ESQ.

200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

Attorneys for Secured Party,
Washington Mutual Bank

XRZ 66749
4 T - 2/3, 2/10, 2/17
& 2/24/05, The Leader Fee: $320.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
MARCH 3, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeal(s):

F. William Mascarich, III for a Use
Variance in order to permit the installation
of a free-standing sign for Emanuel Can-
cer Foundation at the property located at
1815 Front Street (Block 1001, Lot 59),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.9 whereby free-standing
signs are prohibited in the B-1 Office and
Multi-Family Residence Zone.

Robert and Sally Rowland for a Vari-
ance in order to permit the construction of
a rear addition at the property located at 14
Johnson Street (Block 4401, Lot 19),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph G, Col-
umn 10 whereby minimum rear-yard set-
back required is thirty (30) feet; proposed:
approximately twenty-four (24) feet [by
plan].

Richard and Nina Keri for a Variance in
order to permit the installation of a six-foot-
high fence at the property located at 15
Traveller Way (Block 12201, Lot 26.13),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3o whereby “Fences may
be erected, installed, altered or recon-
structed to a height of nominally four feet
above ground level when located in a front
yard area…” Proposed: six (6)-foot-high
fence in area considered front yard on a
corner lot.

John and Lisa Skowronski for a Vari-
ance to permit the installation of an above-
ground pool at the property located at
1212 Woodside Road (Block 9202, Lot
13), Scotch Plains, contrary to the follow-
ing section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D whereby detached
secondary buildings shall be located to the
rear of the primary building line or have a
front-yard setback of at least thirty (30)
feet; proposed: approximately twenty-
seven (27) feet [by scale].

Dominick and Wendy Rotella for two
(2) Variances to permit the installation of
an in-ground pool at the property located
at 2407 Longfellow Avenue (Block 7902,
Lot 15), Scotch Plains, contrary to the
following sections of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D whereby detached
secondary buildings shall be located with
a minimum side-yard setback of eight (8)
feet; proposed: five (5) feet; and

Section 23-3.4D whereby detached
secondary buildings shall be located with
a minimum rear-yard setback of eight (8)
feet; proposed: five (5) feet.

8:30 p.m.
Mark Lustbader for a Variance to per-

mit the construction of a single-family resi-
dence at the property located at 1300
Cooper Road (Block 14702, Lot 1),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph A, Col-
umn 3 whereby minimum lot size required
is 40,000 square feet; existing and pro-
posed: 39,338 square feet.

 All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $76.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-1473-05
FILE NO. XCZ L 67270

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MARCO LOPEZ, his heirs, devisees,
and personal representatives, and

his, their or any of their successors
in right, title and interest;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Complaint and Amendment To Foreclo-
sure Complaint filed in a civil action, in
which MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REG-
ISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. is plaintiff,
and MARCO LOPEZ, et al., are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-1473-05
within thirty-five (35) days after February
17, 2005 exclusive of such date. If you fail
to do so, judgement by default may be
rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint and Amend-
ment To Foreclosure Complaint. You shall
file your Answer and proof of service in
duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
together with your check in the sum of
$135.00 representing the filing fee in ac-
cordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated 11/05/2003 made by Marco Lopez
as mortgagor, to New Century Mortgage
Corporation recorded on 12/30/2003 in
Book 10485 of Mortgages for Union
County, Page 023 which Mortgage was
assigned on 11/10/2003 to the plaintiff,
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRA-
TION SYSTEMS, INC. by Assignment Of
Mortgage recorded on 05/24/2004 in Book
1332 of Assignments Of Mortgages for
Union County, Page 398; and (2) to re-
cover possession of, and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 335 Bergen
Street, Plainfield, NJ 07060.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey Bar Association by calling 609-394-
1101. You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 908-353-4715. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services office of the County of
venue by calling 908-354-4340.

Marco Lopez, his heirs, devisees, and
personal representatives, and his, their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest are made party defendant to this
foreclosure action because he executed
plaintiff’s obligation and mortgage being
foreclosed herein and may be liable for
any deficiency and because he is the
owner of record of the mortgaged pre-
mises being foreclosed herein and for any
lien, claim or interest he may have in, to or
against the mortgaged premises.

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW

JERSEY
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $70.89

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE 608-2005
INTRO: 1/26/2005

FINAL ADOPTION 2/10/05

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State of New Jersey
on February 10, 2005 and the 20-day period of limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be commenced, as provided
in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the first publication of this
statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders’ office for members of
the general public who request the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL
PROPERTY IN THE TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS FOR OPEN
SPACE CONSERVATION AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES IN, BY AND
FOR THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRI-
ATE THE SUM OF $13,075,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE
A DOWN PAYMENT, TO APPROPRIATE A CONTRIBUTION FROM THE
TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE
OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of real property located at 11-31 and 26-32 Stanford Drive and
244-276 Snyder Avenue in the Township of Berkeley Heights, New Jersey (the “Town-
ship”) for open space conservation and recreational purposes.  Said property to be
acquired is designated as Block 1901, Lots 1, 2, 3, and 51-56 (inclusive) on the Tax
Assessment Map of the Township.

Appropriation:   $13,075,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:   $7,690,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:   -0-
Section 20 Costs:   $75,000
Useful Life:   40 years

Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROP-
ERTY IN THE TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS FOR OPEN SPACE
CONSERVATION AND RECREATIONAL PURPOSES IN, BY AND FOR
THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $13,075,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO APPROPRIATE A CONTRIBUTION FROM THE
TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE
OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State
of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  The County of Union, State of New Jersey (the “County”) is hereby
authorized to acquire real property located at 11-31 and 26-32 Stanford Drive and 244-
276 Snyder Avenue in the Township of Berkeley Heights, New Jersey (the “Township”)
for open space conservation and recreational purposes.  Said property to be acquired is
designated as Block 1901, Lots 1, 2, 3, and 51-56 (inclusive) on the Tax Assessment Map
of the Township.  Said improvement shall include real estate transaction expenses and
all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.

Section 2.   The sum of $13,075,000  is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost
of making the improvement described in Section l hereof (hereinafter referred to as
“purpose”).  Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds
authorized, and the contribution from the Township and the down payment appropriated,
by this ordinance.  Said improvement shall be made as a general improvement and no
part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefitted.

Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that (1) said purpose is not a current
expense of said County, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the issuance
of obliga-tions of said County pursuant to the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of
the New Jersey Statutes, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”), and (3) the estimated cost
of said purpose is $13,075,000, and (4) $5,000,000 of said sum is to be provided by a
contribution from the Township hereinafter appropriated, and (5) $385,000 of said sum
is to be provided by the down payment hereinafter appropriated to finance said purpose,
and (6) the estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said
purpose is $7,690,000, and (7) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, includes
the aggregate amount of $75,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost
of such purpose, including architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection
costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the
extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

Section 4.  It is hereby determined and stated that the sum of $5,000,000 received or
to be received as a contribution from the Township is hereby appropriated to the payment
of the cost of such purpose.

Section 5.  It is hereby determined and stated that the sum of $385,000 in the County
of Union Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund is now available
to serve as the down payment on said purpose.  The sum of $385,000 is hereby
appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purpose.

Section 6.  To finance said purpose, bonds of said County of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $7,690,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the
Local Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds
not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter
adopted.

Section 7.  To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said County of an
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $7,690,000 are hereby authorized to be
issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In
the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of
notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal
amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes
issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this
section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the
amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.

Section 8.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be
dated on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year
from its date, shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined
within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant
to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation
notes shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board of Chosen Freeholders, by the County
Manager and by the County Treasurer and shall be under the seal of said County and
attested by the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders.  Said officers
are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity
with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined
by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the County
Treasurer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to
time in the manner provided by law.

Section 9.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of forty years computed from the date
of said bonds.

Section 10.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of said County, and that such statement so filed
shows that the gross debt of said County, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law,
is increased by this ordinance by $7,690,000 and that the issuance of the bonds and
notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said
Local Bond Law.

Section 11.  Any funds received from the Township, the State of New Jersey or any
of its agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its
agencies in aid of such purpose (other than the Township contribution hereinbefore
appropriated which shall be applied to the cost of such purpose, but shall not be applied
to the payment of outstanding bond anticipation notes and the reduction of the amount
of bonds authorized), shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purpose, or, if
bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes,
and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose shall be reduced accordingly.

Section 12.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of
this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promul-
gated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and
capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is
on file with the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and is available for public
inspection.

Section 13. The County intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvement described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance.  If the County incurs such
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the County hereby states its reasonable
expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or
notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond
ordinance.

Section 14.  The full faith and credit of the County are hereby pledged to the punctual
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this
ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the
County, and the County shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property
within the County for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes,
without limitation as to rate or amount.

Section 15.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication
thereof after final passage.
1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $245.82

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-16431-03
FILE NO. 48864-11

CIVIL ACTION ORDER
SETTING TIME, PLACE AND
AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

CRUSADER SERVICING
C O R P O R A T I O N ;
PLAINTIFF(S) VS. KADIMA
FINANCIAL CORP., A NEW
JERSEY CORPORATION;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY;
DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the
court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh,
Mintz, Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Profes-
sional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff,
and it appearing that default has been
entered against the defendants, KADIMA
FINANCIAL CORP., A New Jersey Cor-
poration; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; that
plaintiff has produced before this court tax
sale certificate #006679, certified to be a
true copy, which certificate is dated June
18, 2001, and is of record in the Union
County Clerk’s Office on July 26, 2001, in
Book 8394 of Mortgages, page 161, which
covers Block 6, Lot 530. By assignment
dated September 1, 2001, said tax sale
certificate was assigned to plaintiff, which
assignment was recorded in the Union
County Clerk’s Office on September 13,
2001, in book 1261 of assignments, page
23. Said certificate, and its assignment,
have been marked Exhibit P-1 on the part
of the plaintiff. More than two years have
elapsed since the sale of said lands by the
City of Elizabeth, and the lands have not
been redeemed from the tax sale; that
plaintiff has produced before this court its
Certification showing that there is due on
said tax sale certificate, together with sub-
sequent taxes and interest, the sum of
$56,480.04; and

IT IS on this 2nd day of February, 2005,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate, which covers Block 6, Lot 530,
is the sum of $56,480.04, which includes
the amount due on said tax sale certificate
and subsequent taxes and interest, to-
gether with interest on said sums from
August 31, 2004, together with costs of
suit duly taxed in the sum of $1313.84; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
17th day of March, 2005, between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of
the Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth,
50 Winfield Scott Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey 07201, be and the same is hereby
fixed as the time and place for the redemp-
tion of the said lands as described in the
complaint and making up the premises
concerning which the complaint is filed,
and that thereupon the defendant who
redeems shall be entitled to the certificate
of tax sale duly endorsed for cancellation;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible inter-
est of inheritance in fee simple, to said
lands and premises. Anything to the con-
trary notwithstanding, redemption shall be
permitted up until the entry of final judg-
ment including the whole of the last date
upon which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not
known, a copy of this Order or Notice
thereof directed to such defendants shall
be published in The Westfield Leader, a
newspaper circulating in Union County, at
least one time, not later than 20 days after
the date of this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them
such a copy or notice not later than 20
days after the date of this Order; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Elizabeth, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Elizabeth cer-
tify to this Court whether the premises
were or were not redeemed from the
plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accordance
with the terms of this Order.

Neil J. Shuster, P.J. Ch.
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $98.94

CLASSIFIEDSHELP WANTED

Receptionist Wanted

Part-time, Flexible

(908) 233-2651

NANNY WANTED

4 days per week, Mon thru Thurs.
Newborn to 4 yrs. Must drive.
References and newborn experi-
ence required. Excellent pay.
Flexiblity a must. Please call

(908) 403-9514

HELP WANTED

Westfield Law Office looking
for part-time employee for a
secretarial/clerical/receptionist
position. Please call (908) 654-8000
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
on Tue, Wed or Thurs.

HELP WANTED

INSURANCE - Union County
Agency, expd Comml line CSR,
duties include marketing &
servicing med. to large accts. Fax
resume to (908) 232-0520.

HOUSE FOR SALE

WESTFIELD. Great Location! A four
bedroom colonial built in 1900 is
waiting for attention, close to town
and transportation and situated on
a 75x150 lot. Asking $699,000.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

BABYSITTER NEEDED

3 days/wk; must have valid
driver’s license and local refs.
Needs to be flexible, friendly,
willing to help out w/household
chores & homework. Please call
evenings only. (908) 654-5275

2003 SAAB FOR SALE

2003 9-3 ARC. STEEL GRAY WITH
GRAY LEATHER. 18,000 MILES.
FULLY LOADED IN PERFECT
CONDITION. $22,000 OR BEST
OFFER. CALL (917) 538-1911.

HOUSECLEANING

I will do the housecleaning
 You set the price.

Good references available.
Own car. Experienced.

(908) 469-5476

PT BABYSITTER NEEDED

Part time sitter needed in the
afternoons/early evenings for a 3
year old and 9 month old. 3 or 4
days a week. Local references
and own transportation required.
Please call (908) 518-0783.

FOR SALE

DINING ROOM SET
50 in. x 80 in. table, 8 chairs,
server, mirror, china cabinet, 14
pieces. Cost $12,000, Sell $3,000.

Call (908) 754-8137

GRAND PIANO

Haines 6' Grand Piano
Aprox. 75 years old. Beautiful
Walnut case. Good condtion.

$1,000 Will e-mail photos.
(908) 232-3802

RENTAL HOME WANTED

Westfield family of 4 SEEKS
short-term rental home nearby
while existing home undergoes

renovation. Call Mark at
(908) 377-3649.

BABYSITTING

High school student desires
babysitting positions, evenings
and weekends. Red Cross
certified. (908) 654-9457

HELP WANTED

Computer-based researcher &
data-entry wanted, part-time for
Fanwood real estate investor,
Monday - Friday, 3 hrs/day, $10 per
hour. Must be computer literate.
Please call (908) 322-0016 PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

MATTRESS SET

$135 new Queen pillow top set.
Brand name w/warranty. Still in

plastic. Call (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

All wood cherry sleigh bed, w/
dresser, mirror, chest and 2 nite
stands. Value $4500 sacrafice
$2000 Can deliver. (732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Cherry set, with beautiful
pedestal table, 8 chairs,

lighted hutch/buffet.
List $2900 sell $1625.
Call (732) 259-6690

BED

Visco Elastic Memory Foam
Queen set, as seen on TV. Retail
value $1300 sell $395.

(732) 259-6690

LBI SUMMER RENTAL

North Beach, Long Beach Island
Rental for all or part of the summer.
Second house from ocean. Four
bedrooms, living room, dining
room, deck, screened porch with
ocean view (908) 233-6751

1991 BUICK SKYLARK
AC, PS, PW, PD, AM/FM
Cassette -- New inspection
sticker.  Great commuter car.
 Call Jim at (732) 801-3200 or
e-mail JimR1000@ yahoo.com

AUTO FOR SALE
APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
2 Bedroom, Downtown
fireplace, central A/C

dishwasher, washer/dryer
$1700 per month
(908) 413-0040

VACATION PROPERTY RENTAL

Orlando, Florida - beautiful 2
bedrm, 2 bath condo. pool, tennis
rec center and more. Just minutes
from Disney! $1100 per week.

Call (716) 835-0065

ERRAND SERVICE

ROUND N’ABOUT
We offer a wide range of services
to help clients manage their busy
lives by running errands, grocery
shopping and helping with other
distractions of daily life.

PLEASE CALL FOR A
CONSULTATION

(908) 889-7967 (908) 889-6188

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark

(908) 494-5409

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 05-06-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 8, 2005. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

An ordinance amending Chapter 86
Salaries and Compensation for the Bor-
ough Attorney and Public Defender.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on March 8, 2005, 7:30 P.M., Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $20.40

Marriott International is the worldwide leader in
the hospitality industry. We are currently seeking
highly motivated, professional individuals with
exceptional hospitality skills to fill several chal-
lenging positions at our Newark Airport location.

If you would like to hear more about Marriott’s
great career opportunities, attend our... 

Top candidates may be granted immediate inter-
views. Interested candidates who are unable to
attend may apply on-line at
http://greatjobs.marriott.com  EOE/M/F/V/D.

Do you 
want to
work for a 
world class company?

JOB FAIR
Newark Airport Marriott Hotel

Thurs., February 17th, 10am - 7pm
(No applications will be accepted after 7pm)

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
following ordinances were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
February 15, 2005.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1845
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 16,
“PARKS AND RECREATION”
BY CHANGING CERTAIN
FEES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN
THE MEMORIAL POOL AND
BY ESTABLISHING CERTAIN
NEW MEMBERSHIP CAT-
EGORIES.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1846
AN ORDINANCE TO ACCEPT
DEDICATION OF A TRAFFIC
SIGNAL LOCATED AT THE
INTERSECTION OF SPRING-
FIELD AVENUE AND CARDI-
NAL DRIVE IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

1 T - 2/17/05, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on February 14,
2005, the Board adopted the following
Resolutions:

Jay Dan, LLC, 1525 Ramapo Way,
Block 11701, Lot 1, R-2 Zone for Minor
Subdivision of one lot into two conforming
lots. There are no variances associated
with this application.

Custom Construction, MDH, Inc., 1104
Hetfield Avenue, Block 8901, Lot 19, R-3
Zone for Minor Subdivision of one lot into
two conforming lots. There are no vari-
ances associated with this application.

Helltemp, LLC, Cushing Road, Block
15303, Lots 2,3,6 & 7, R-1 Zone for Pre-
liminary and Final Major Subdivision of
four lots into seven lots. There are no
variances associated with this application.

The files pertaining to these applica-
tions are located in the Office of the Plan-
ning Board and available for inspection
during business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 2/17/05, The Times Fee: $26.01

WEIGHTS DESIRED

Looking  for fixed, solid  25-lb, 30-
lb, 65-lb, 70-lb, dumbells.
Please call  Dave Corbin at:

(908) 232-4407

SUMMER RENTAL

South Belmar - Close to beach,
4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.

Great family neighborhood!
Monthly or Bi-weekly.
Call (908) 317-6889

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, lovely 5 room
townhouse. Walk to town &
Transp. CAC, W/D, DW, hdwd
floors. $1500 + utils. No fee.

(908) 322-1238
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

The The The The The WWWWWedding Dedding Dedding Dedding Dedding Dateateateateate:::::
VVVVVooooow Nw Nw Nw Nw Not to Sot to Sot to Sot to Sot to See Iee Iee Iee Iee Ittttt

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 POPCORN

First of all, you have to ask yourself:
“Do I even want to deal with the sort of
self-absorbed, whiny and rather unin-
teresting leading lady that Debra Mess-
ing plays in The Wedding Date?” It’s a
lacklustre reverse spin on the Pretty
Woman thing. So in this permutation,
Kat Ellis – that’s her name, not Kate or
Katherine, but Kat – is the John. Or is
it Jane?

In any case, it’s a bit of an emotional
bind that’s brought her to this humili-
ation. And it’s expected that we should
care.

This is but the introductory preten-
sion in a long list of affectations, which,
happily enough, become indistinguish-
able as the film drones its negligible
way from one irrelevance to the next.
At long last, it lands at its predictably
banal conclusion. We’ve only the prom-
ise, the potential of an idea, to keep us
from getting a good 90-minute snooze.

There’s the rub, dear reader … that
potential. Hence, perennial optimists,
hopelessly hopeless romantics and cow-
ardly film critics will be forced into a
synthetic insomnia, made to stay awake
and count film flaws. Sheep would be
more interesting.

Come to think of it, that’s an idea.
Down the line, the use of director
Clare Kilner’s film as an inexpensive
soporific may be just the ticket. Once
you’ve seen it and are certain nothing
of any great import is going to happen,
what’s to keep you awake? And since
DVDs at $1.99 a copy are destined to
be piled up in those bins at the super-
market soon enough, you might want
to pick one up for yourself, and maybe
some for your sleepless friends.

Although there’s no way of knowing
right now if repeated viewing of The
Wedding Date might have potential
side effects, it just may be a safe alterna-
tive to harmful drugs. And in all fair-
ness, the FDA should take into consid-
eration that ordinarily patients would
only be viewing the first few minutes of
the film anyway. That is, before the
desired result takes effect.

Here’s what they’d see before somno-
lent bliss rescued them from what fol-
lows: Rather perky Kat was given the
gate a little while back by Jeffrey (Jer-
emy Sheffield). And she’s embarrassed
that she doesn’t have a date for her half-
sister Amy’s (Amy Adams) wedding in
England. So much so, in fact, that the
New Yorker deigns to plunk down $6
thousand for a, ahem, male escort to
accompany her across the ocean for
said nuptials.

Enters stage right, Dermot Mulroney
as Nick Mercer, the gigolo’s gigolo. Of
course it’s not enough that he is hand-
some, sensitive and witty. As Kat’s re-
sourceful research unearths, his anony-
mously published article in the New
York Times Magazine just so happens
to make him the current authority on
his profession.

In short, for motion picture enter-
tainment purposes, he’s supposed to be
some demographic group’s idea of a
fantasy. And in varying degrees he just
may be, though it might also be nice to
get Margaret Mead’s take on the whole
thing.

But while we’re waiting for that,
what you see is what you get. And
although this is the suggested fall asleep
point, note that those who will be
continuing on with us for the boring
duration will be served up the usual
drivel. You know … that stuff about

how it takes a presumably less moral,
less mainstream character to cut
through the bourgeois morass and see
things for what they are.

The Socratic deducing and discover-
ing gets into full swing after Kat and
Nick land in Merry Olde England.
There, once ensconced in the slightly
wacky but ever so opulent and com-
pletely dysfunctional group that Kat
knows as her family, oh so wise Nick
imparts his philosophy.

But not before learning a few things.
For one, half-sister Amy, the product
of her Mom’s second marriage to a
kindly Britisher (Peter Egan), is the
baby that got all the attention. Now,
adding insult to injury, she’s getting
married first. Mom (Holland Taylor), a
rather silly matron named Bunny,
makes sure everyone is apprised of that
chronological fact.

Further creating a bit of a sticky
wicket, heartbreaking Jeffrey will be in
attendance as the best man. Plus, there’s
a dirty dark secret, not divulged until
near the climax, which explains why
Kat’s ex did her wrong.

Naturally, concurrent with Nick’s
divining and opining, there is deliv-
ered the hardly subtle, dump truck
portion of sexual tension. Flat out,
Nick informs that while it’s $6,000 to
fly over and masquerade as her beau,
it’ll be another $1,700 if she wants him
to play the role in earnest.

“$1,700?” she incredulously asks.
“Why, that’s a down payment on a
Ford Focus.” Not that she cares. Or
does she?

Of course that’s the big question.
Will the failed coquette fall for the
Casanova? Will he fall for her? Will
love once again cross all class barriers
and conquer all? Or, will they just have
a sordid affair?

The other thing we wonder about is
Nick himself. There is very little char-
acter development. And while we usu-
ally don’t expect the dramatis personae
in our farces to reveal a full three di-
mensions, Nick’s character is curiously
incomplete. Why bother telling us that
he has a degree in comparative litera-
ture from Brown if you’re not going to
apprise us of why and how he became
a prostitute?

Otherwise, and also leading up to
nowhere, The Wedding Date is filled
with a lot of preliminary nonsense.
Using the occasion of bachelor parties,
bridal showers and rehearsals to show
young folk romping, it drags out the
exposition process way beyond what it
would take to give us the skinny on
Kat, Amy, Jeffrey, et al.

It’s sort of like a British episode of
TV’s “Friends,” but of even less conse-
quence. The only happy byproduct is
the introduction of Sarah Parish as TJ,
Kat and Amy’s handsome, self-effacing
girlfriend. Her good-natured sarcasm
offers hints of Eve Arden. It’d be nice to
see what she does with a larger role.
And while that’s something, it’s hardly
enough.

All in all, like our heroine, we were
led to believe there would be much
more forthcoming. Which, in this liti-
gious age, has us wondering: After we’ve
had our naps, could we sue The Wed-
ding Date for breach of promise?

* * * * * * *
The The The The The WWWWWedding Dedding Dedding Dedding Dedding Dateateateateate, rated PG-13,

is a Universal Pictures release directed
by Clare Kilner and stars Debra Mess-
ing, Dermot Mulroney and Amy
Adams. Running time: 90 minutes.
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IN REHEARSAL…Pictured, left to right, while rehearsing for IN REHEARSAL…Pictured, left to right, while rehearsing for IN REHEARSAL…Pictured, left to right, while rehearsing for IN REHEARSAL…Pictured, left to right, while rehearsing for IN REHEARSAL…Pictured, left to right, while rehearsing for Witness for theWitness for theWitness for theWitness for theWitness for the
Prosecution, Prosecution, Prosecution, Prosecution, Prosecution, Renee Litwin is interrogated by the Prosecution Team of MichaelRenee Litwin is interrogated by the Prosecution Team of MichaelRenee Litwin is interrogated by the Prosecution Team of MichaelRenee Litwin is interrogated by the Prosecution Team of MichaelRenee Litwin is interrogated by the Prosecution Team of Michael
Piperato and Jon Heron.Piperato and Jon Heron.Piperato and Jon Heron.Piperato and Jon Heron.Piperato and Jon Heron.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) has added an
extra performance to Agatha Christie’s
crime drama, Witness for the Prosecu-
tion,” which will open at 8 p.m. on
Friday, March 4, at the WCP Theater at
1000 North Avenue, West in Westfield.

Other show dates are Friday and
Saturday evenings, March 11, 12, 18
and 19 with single tickets at $15 avail-
able from the box office at (908) 232-

1221.
Maurice Moran will direct this tale

of a wealthy British woman who is
brutally murdered by someone she
knew. Ms. Christie carefully lays a trail
of confusion, doubt and uncertainty as
the suspect’s wife offers conflicting in-
formation and hazy details about the
night of the murder.

Patrick Field of Bloomfield stands
accused of the crime while his wife,
Renee Litwin of Scotch Plains, offers
conflicting information to Queen’s
Council Jon Heron of North
Brunswick.

While the maid Joyce Lee Goldstein
of Westfield eyes the “other woman”
Irene Hernandez of Cranford with
suspicion, the Police Surgeon Frank
Lettera of Scotch Plains sifts for clues
with the inspector Allan Gershenson
of Linden.

Other cast members include Kirstin
Lutz of Westfield, Evan Blank of New
York City, Michael Piperato of Edison,
George Straley of Carteret, Julie Zatkow
of Cranford and Iris Fraser Foss of East
Brunswick as the mysterious stranger.

As a reminder, WCP now has re-
served seating. When reserving tickets,
patrons should make their preference
known when calling the box office for
seats at (908) 232-1221. Opening night
patrons are invited to stay for light
refreshments with the cast and crew
after the curtain rings down.

Working with Mr. Moran are Assis-
tant Director Barbara Goldstein, Stage
Manager Kate Douglas, and Assistant
Stage Manager Anthony Marotta.

Scotch PScotch PScotch PScotch PScotch Plains Mlains Mlains Mlains Mlains Music Boostersusic Boostersusic Boostersusic Boostersusic Boosters
WWWWWill Hill Hill Hill Hill Host SP-F Jost SP-F Jost SP-F Jost SP-F Jost SP-F Jazz Fazz Fazz Fazz Fazz Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – On Tuesday,
February 22, at 5 p.m., the Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
auditorium will be filled with high
school bands set to compete in the SP-
F Jazz Festival, sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Music Boosters.

Bands from Cranford, Warren Hills,
Edison, JP Stevens, Bridgewater-
Raritan, South Brunswick, South
Plainfield, Belleville, and Carteret will
vie for prizes.

Two Scotch Plains entries, The
Moonglowers and SP-F Jazz Band, will

also perform but not compete.
Adjudicators will be Dr. John Villella

from Westchester University and Gary
Fineberg from The College of New
Jersey.

Awards for outstanding section and
soloist will be distributed. A unique as-
pect of the festival will be the absence of
trophies and plaques. All awards will be
jazz t-shirts, CDs and jazz training books.

Admission is $5. Refreshments will
be available.

For more information, please call
(908) 889-8600.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

RISE AND SHINE…Pat and John Cataldo of Mountainside enjoyed the annual
Pancake Breakfast sponsored by the borough’s Parent Teacher Association. Their
children, Stephanie, a fifth grader, Matt, a seventh grader, and Alex Choma, a
fourth grader and neighbor of the Cataldo’s also savored their pancakes. The
breakfast was held at Deerfield School. Parents and teachers helped cook and set up,
while students seated “customers” and served up a hearty meal.

Amateur Astronomers Will
Meet at Union County College

CRANFORD – On Friday, Febru-
ary 18, Amateur Astronomers, Inc.
will host its monthly membership
meeting at 8 p.m. in the Main Lecture
Hall on the Cranford campus of Union
County College (UCC) at 1033
Springfield Avenue at 9 p.m.

The club will present “Galactic
Collisions” by Dr. Dale Gary, who
is Professor of Physics and Direc-
tor of the Owens Valley Solar Array
radio telescope near Big Pine, Ca-
lif. He will discuss the differences
between collisions of variously
shaped galaxies in terms of new star
formations.

Following the lecture, attendees
will be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory and will have the
opportunity to speak with club mem-
bers and tour the facility. Refresh-
ments will be served.

If weather permits, a celestial view-
ing focusing on Saturn and the first
quarter Moon will be conducted us-
ing the club’s two large telescopes.

In addition to the monthly meetings
held on the third Friday of each month
from September to May, more infor-
mal meetings are held on the remain-
ing Fridays at the observatory.

At 7:30 p.m., a program for younger
audiences is held with topics that in-
clude the solar system and the con-
stellations. Arrangements can be made
for groups to attend at 7:30 p.m. by
contacting bigjody1@netzero.com. At
8:30 p.m., programs for the general
public are presented.

On Friday, February 25, Hank
Adams will present “CCD Imaging.”
On Friday, March 4, Ed Carlos will
present “Web Cam Imaging in As-
tronomy.” If weather permits, there
will be a celestial viewing through-
out the evening.

All meetings and lectures have no
admission fee and are open to the
public. For more information about
the group and directions, please call
(908) 276-STAR or visit
www.asterism.org.

Photo Courtesy of Paul Deroo
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Nothing takes the sting out of a
cold winter afternoon like the smell
of bread baking in the oven. The
fragrance wafting from the kitchen
defies blustery winds and falling
snow, and speaks of coziness, com-
fort and warmth.

Granted, with their many
kneadings and proofings, some types
of bread may be time-consuming to
make. I find this makes bread-bak-
ing all the more perfect for a day
when the weather keeps me inside.

One of my favorite breads to bake
is Indian Pueblo Bread. Also called
Taos Bread, it is fun and interesting
to make because it is formed and
baked in the shape of the sun. It
bakes lightly golden on the outside
and soft and chewy on the inside.

This recipe has been adapted from
one found almost 30 years ago in
Family Circle magazine.

IIIIIndian Pndian Pndian Pndian Pndian Pueblo Bueblo Bueblo Bueblo Bueblo Brrrrreadeadeadeadead
Yield: 3 Loaves

1 ½ cups water
3 tablespoons butter
1 tablespoon sugar
3 teaspoons salt
2 envelopes active dry yeast
½ cup warm (not hot) water
6 ½ cups sifted flour

Heat water, butter, sugar and salt
in a small saucepan until butter melts;
remove from heat and cool to luke-
warm.

Sprinkle yeast onto ½ cup warm

water. Stir to dissolve, then stir in
lukewarm butter mixture.

Using an electric mixer, beat in
four cups of flour, then enough ad-
ditional flour to make a soft dough.

Knead on lightly floured board
for about five minutes. Dough
should be smooth and elastic.

Spray a large bowl with cooking
spray. Place dough into bowl, then
lightly spray dough with cooking
spray. Place bowl in a warm spot and
let dough rise until double in bulk
— about two hours.

Punch down dough. Knead for
less than one minute. Divide dough
into three pieces and shape each
piece into a ball. Cover with a towel
for 10 minutes.

Roll each ball into a circle the size
of a dinner plate. Spray two cookie
sheets with nonstick spray. Transfer
a circle to the cookie sheet. Fold each
circle so that the top edge is about
one inch from the bottom edge.

With kitchen shears, slice into the
dough about two inches, cutting
from the circular edge into the folded
edge. Make six cuts. Spread apart
the cut pieces apart so that they
resemble the rays of a sun. Let rise
again one hour or until double in
bulk.

Bake in a 350-degree oven for
approximately 50 minutes or until
outside is golden. Remove from
cookie sheet and cool.

These “sun breads” go great with
soups or stews, which are also won-
derful dishes to serve on a cold day.

Five WHS Seniors Named
Merit Scholarship Finalists

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) Principal Dr. Robert
Petix recently announced that five
members of the class of 2005 – Jake
Brandman, Christina Cordeiro, Gilad
Edelman, David Reinhardt, and
Oiaozi Yang – have been designated
National Merit Scholarship Finalists
and are among 15,000 other academi-
cally talented high schools students
nationwide to achieve this top-raking
distinction.

“Our students’ selection as National
Merit Finalists,” commented Dr. Petix,
“reflects their capacity for rigorous
scholarly work and accomplishment,
not only here in Westfield High School,
but also in the highly competitive Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program.”

Dr. Petix also marked the occasion
by presenting a Certificate of Merit
and a letter of congratulations from
the National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram to each of the five finalists.

He said, “We are proud of our se-
niors for achieving this honor and
wish them the best of luck in their
continuing quest for a National Merit
Scholarship.”

Westfield’s five seniors began their
journey to the prestigious finalist sta-
tus during their junior year when they
qualified as semifinalists after achiev-
ing high scores on the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test, which is adminis-
tered every year in the fall.

As high scorers in New Jersey on
that test, they represent less than one
percent of the state’s entire 2005
graduating class.

As finalists, Brandman, Cordeiro,
Edelman, Reinhardt and Yang now
have the opportunity to enter the level
of competition, which may garner
them one of 8,200 National Merit
scholarships that will be awarded later
in the spring.

Robert Daurio Named
To Fall Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Robert Daurio, a
junior majoring in architecture at the
School of Architecture at Syracuse
University, was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2004 semester.

Scrapbooking Workshop
Slated at Community School
SCOTCH PLAINS — A

scrapbooking workshop is being of-
fered in March at the Community
School of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The
six-week program starts on Tuesday,
March 15, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Classes meet at the Terrill Middle
School on Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains. During the workshops par-
ticipants will be assisted in starting
or completing their scrapbook photo
albums. Each week a scrap-booking
technique will be demonstrated and
a full-line of scrapbooking tools will
be available for use.

To register, please call the Commu-
nity School at (908) 889-7718 for addi-
tional information about this class, or
for any questions about scrapbooking
or supplies, please contact the instruc-
tor Mickey Howard at (908) 889-5954.

Syracuse Univ. Reports
Area Dean’s List Pupils

AREA – Students from Westfield,
Fanwood and Mountainside have been
named to dean’s lists for the fall 2004
semester at Syracuse University’s S.I.
Newhouse School of Public Communi-
cations.

Martta McGlynn of Westfield, a jun-
ior majoring in television, radio and
film, joined Matthew Powers of
Fanwood, a freshman majoring in news-
paper journalism, in being named to
the list.

The roster also included Mountainside
junior Steven Brown, who is majoring
in magazine journalism.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The
Moonglowers of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) will
perform during cocktail hour at the
Camp Fatima Magic fundraiser on Fri-
day, February 25, at 7 p.m. at
Bridgewater Manor in Bridgewater.

This annual event serves as one of
the largest benefits sponsored by the
camp, which features one-to-one assis-
tance for physically challenged young-
sters. Last year, over $35,000 was raised
in one night, between record ticket
sales and ad purchases.

“This is a great cause,” said SPFHS
Music Director Vincent Turturiello. “I
talked to the Moonglowers about how
nice it is that we are doing something
good for people.”

Mr. Turturiello added, “Music is not
about trophies. They understood and
will become better people for it.”

Featured musicians at the benefit
will be tenor saxophonist Steven
Voelker, alto saxophonist Casey
Hoynes-O’Connor, trombonists Brian
Plagge and Justin Rowinski and per-
cussionist Michael Sheffield. Nick
Mondi and Lauren Perrotta will be
spotlighted vocalists.

The oldest jazz band in New Jersey,
the Moonglowers were established in
1936 and, for many years, used to play
for the high school proms and during
lunch in the cafeteria.

The ensemble, which practices ev-
ery morning from 6:45 to 7:30 a.m.,
has placed in the top five bands in the
state for the past 20 years. They were
named Best Band in New Jersey in
2001 and, over the past 25 years, have
been designated as the top high school
jazz band in Union County.

The Moonglowers have also been
named Outstanding Jazz Band at the
national festivals of music 18 times,
and were selected as the Best Band in
the Tri-State Area in the McDonalds
High School Jazz Band Competition
in 1990-1991. Numerous band mem-
bers have gone on to be professional

musicians.
To purchase tickets, which cost $100

per person, please call Natalie Ferreira
at (908) 470-1544 or e-mail
nferreira@erols.com.
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By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus will host a Comedy NComedy NComedy NComedy NComedy Niteiteiteiteite, featur-
ing impressionist/comedian Rob
Magnotti on Saturday, February 26,
at 8 p.m. Tickets, which they recom-
mend you purchase in advance, are
$15 each, and include open bar from
7:30 p.m. until the end of the show.
For information, please call (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m. The council
hall is located at 37 South Avenue,
opposite Garwood’s Pathmark.

* * * * * * *
Next week, there will be several

interesting programs at Union
County College’s (UCC) Roy Smith
Theater. It’s all part of the OvOvOvOvOver-er-er-er-er-
coming Hcoming Hcoming Hcoming Hcoming Hatratratratratred/Ced/Ced/Ced/Ced/Crrrrreating Com-eating Com-eating Com-eating Com-eating Com-
munity Pmunity Pmunity Pmunity Pmunity Prrrrrogramogramogramogramogram. On Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 22, learn about Japanese In-
ternment Camps, followed by a tea
ceremony in the Commons. The
next day, there will be a dramatic
reading of FFFFForororororeign Eeign Eeign Eeign Eeign Exxxxxchangechangechangechangechange by
Peter Hayes – a love story set during
the Japanese internment. On Thurs-
day, February 24, another dramatic
reading of the holocaust play AAAAAd-d-d-d-d-
drdrdrdrdress Uess Uess Uess Uess Unknonknonknonknonknown wn wn wn wn will be presented
by UCC’s Theater Project. All pro-
grams will start at 7:15 p.m. and are
free. There are other events at the
Elizabeth and Plainfield campuses.
Log onto http://
w w w. u c c f o u n d a t i o n . o r g /
calendarucc.htm for more informa-
tion.

* * * * * * *
NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Concerersey Concerersey Concerersey Concerersey Concert Ot Ot Ot Ot Operaperaperaperapera’’’’’sssss per-

formance of Verdi’s RigolettoRigolettoRigolettoRigolettoRigoletto will be
held in Plainfield’s Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 20, at 3 p.m. One of the great
operatic masterpieces, it is the story of
a court jester’s daughter who falls in
love with a heartless womanizer, with
the usual tragic results. Tickets are
$10 to $20, and are available at the
door. The church is at the junction of
Crescent and Watchung Avenue.

* * * * * * *
Nashville-based singer/songwriter

Tom Kimmel will perform in the
Coffee Coffee Coffee Coffee Coffee WWWWWith Conscience Concerith Conscience Concerith Conscience Concerith Conscience Concerith Conscience Concerttttt
SSSSSerieserieserieserieseries on Saturday, February 19, at
the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield, 1 East Broad Street.
Mr. Kimmel’s songs have been re-
corded by The Byrds’ Roger
McGuinn and Chris Hillman and
The Band’s Levon Helm, and cov-
ered by artists including Linda
Ronstadt, Johnny Cash, Joe Cocker,
Shawn Colvin, Waylon Jennings,
The Stray Cats, Randy Travis and
The Spinners. Check him out at
www.tomkimmelcom. Doors will
open at 7:30 p.m. and the concert
begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $14.
Reservations are strongly encour-
aged, and can be made by calling
(908) 522-1501, or by e-mailing
concerts4causes@aol.com. Just leave
a first and last name, the number of
seats, and a phone number.

* * * * * * *
There will be a lecture for adults on

Friday, February 18, from 7:30 to 10
p.m. at the Trailside Nature & Science
Center in Mountainside. William
Gillette, Professor of History at Rutgers
University, will present The RThe RThe RThe RThe Role ofole ofole ofole ofole of
NNNNNeeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey in the Civil ersey in the Civil ersey in the Civil ersey in the Civil ersey in the Civil WWWWWararararar,,,,, imme-
diately followed by refreshments and
singer/guitarist Heather Maloney’s
SSSSSongs Fongs Fongs Fongs Fongs Frrrrrom the Civil om the Civil om the Civil om the Civil om the Civil WWWWWar Ear Ear Ear Ear Erarararara. It’s
free, but pre-registration is required.
To see if there’s room for you, please call
(908) 789-3670.

WWWWWinston Einston Einston Einston Einston Edges Closer to dges Closer to dges Closer to dges Closer to dges Closer to WWWWWinninginninginninginninginning
American American American American American TTTTTitle Competitionitle Competitionitle Competitionitle Competitionitle Competition

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – In a few weeks,
author Lois Winston of Westfield will
discover if her novel, “Resurrecting
Gertie” has won Dorchester
Publishing’s American Title competi-
tion.

Ms. Winston, who began as one of
10 finalists in October, is now one of
two remaining finalists
for the top prize – a book
contract from the New
York-based publishing
company.

“Resurrecting Gertie”
involves a 26-year-old
woman who conjures up
her imaginary childhood
friend to help her cope
with life, love and a meno-
pausal mother, according
to Ms. Winston.

The contest is now un-
der the direction of Ro-
mantic Times BOOKclub magazine.
The public will determine the winner
when the final vote for “Best Romantic
Scene” is tallied in March. Votes will be
taken from Monday, February 21, to
Sunday, March 6, at
www.romantictimes.com.

“Given the category for this final
round, voter turnout should be even
higher than the early rounds,” said Ms.

Winston.
The winner of the publishing con-

tract will be announced on Thursday,
April 28, at the Romantic Times
Booklovers Convention in St. Louis.

A New Jersey native, Ms. Winston
grew up in Newark, Hillside and Union,
and she has lived in Westfield for nearly

seven years. She has al-
ready won a number of
prominent writing com-
petitions.

Last year, Ms. Winston
was a finalist in the Mal-
ice Domestic competition
sponsored by St. Martin’s
Press. In addition, two of
her works were selected
as finalists in the 2004
Golden Heart competi-
tion, sponsored by Ro-
mance Writers of
America.

“Public response to this contest has
been so favorable,” said Ms. Winston,
“that Dorchester and Romantic Times
have decided to hold another competi-
tion next year. But, being named the
first American Title author would be
an experience like no other.”

For more information about Ms.
Winston and the contest, please visit
www.loiswinston.com.

Lois WinstonLois WinstonLois WinstonLois WinstonLois Winston

ThrThrThrThrThree See See See See Spring Mpring Mpring Mpring Mpring Musicals Susicals Susicals Susicals Susicals Setetetetet
BBBBBy y y y y WWWWWestfield Pestfield Pestfield Pestfield Pestfield Public Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schoolsublic Schools

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Pub-
lic Schools Fine Arts Department has
announced that Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School (RIS) will present Little
Shop of Horrors, Edison Intermediate
School (EIS) will stage “A Silver Anni-
versary Broadway Celebration” and
Westfield High School (WHS) will
offer Plain and Fancy for their spring
musicals.

In Little Shop of Horrors, which will
be staged on Friday, March 4, at 7:30
p.m., Saturday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, March 6, at 2 p.m., Amanda
Garfinkel will play Mrs. Mushnick,
Amanda Chang will portray Audrey,
Daniel Morse will play Orin the Den-
tist, and Brian Hart will provide the
voice of Audrey II (the plant).

The production will include a cast
and crew of 100 RIS sixth, seventh and
eighth graders.

For more information, please call
Taryn Glist at (908) 317-6730, exten-

sion no. 4.
“A Silver Anniversary Broadway

Celebration,” will consist of musical
numbers, scenes and dances from
Broadway musicals presented during
the past 25 years at EIS, will be pre-
sented on Thursday, March 17, at 4
p.m., Friday, March 18, at 7:30 p.m.
and Saturday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m.

Advance tickets will go on sale on
Tuesday, March 8, at 3 p.m. in the EIS
auditorium lobby for $8. Tickets will
also be available for all performances at
the door for $10.

WHS’ Golden Anniversary revival
of Plain and Fancy, which will feature
Allison Siko, Steve Margolis and Nick
Williams, will be staged on Thursday,
March 10, at 7 p.m., Friday, March 11,
at 8 p.m. and Saturday, March 12, at 8
p.m.

For more information, please call
Joe Nierle at (908) 789-4549, exten-
sion no. 2.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – It is a given that the
“what if ’s” of life can drive us crazy.
Cranford Dramatic Club’s (CDC) lat-
est production, the Pulitzer Prize win-
ning drama Proof by David Auburn, is
riddled with enigmatic questions of
life that can’t be resolved no matter
how much logic is applied.

Proof masquerades as a simple story
of four characters: Robert, a genius fa-
ther who has just died, a well-meaning
older daughter Claire, the younger sib-
ling Catherine who is an unrecognized
math genius herself and Hal, a potential
boyfriend of Catherine. Darker aspects
of life dress this skeletal plot.

Catherine (Danielle Shepard) is the
25-year-old daughter of a once bril-
liant Chicago mathematician, Robert,
who suffered a debilitating mental

breakdown in his early 20s after making
three monumental discoveries in math.

A promising math student herself,
Catherine sacrifices her own college
schooling to live at home with Robert
nursing him through delusions and
mania. While he is in this mental state
of confusion, he fills volumes of black
and white composition notebooks with
his disjointed thoughts.

She begins to exhibit some of the
manic-depressive signs that plagued her
father in his mid-20s. The realization of
this repetitive pattern weighs heavily on
her already overloaded shoulders.

Universal questions beleaguer
Catherine – should she put her father
in a mental institution? Should she
give up college and put her own life on
hold to care for an ailing parent? What
does a child owe a parent? She deals
with guilt and resentment that build a
house of cards which await the inevi-
table catastrophic breeze.

Harold Dibbs (Hal) enters as a math
student who revered the work of math-
ematical genius Robert. After Robert’s
death, Hal sorts through the scores of
notebooks that Robert filled in his later
years of dementia. In the process of
sifting through the material, Hal en-
gages in a soul touching and sexual
relationship with Catherine.

Their moments of awkwardness be-
fore and after their sexual experience
are wonderfully real. Both actors show
their character’s vulnerability and fra-
gility in moments that ring true to life.

Older sister Claire (Tracey Tandinelli)
lives the fast paced life in New York
City in her own world of numbers as an
actuary. She returns home for her
father’s funeral sporting a French twist,
pearls and wearing the obligatory black.
Ever efficient, she even has bought a
black dress for her sister.

Stiff and Yuppie-like in dress, life style
and mannerisms, Claire is the opposite

of her genius little sister Catherine who
is comfortable in weathered jeans and a
sweatshirt. Claire has it all planned out:
Catherine should move to the Big Apple
where she can keep an eye on her and her
perceived frail mental health.

When Catherine recognizes her
sister’s judgment of her, the two erupt
into a shouting match that revisits the
hurt, guilt, resentment and sibling ri-
valry that, once it starts, gushes like
Niagara’s mighty waterfall.

Mary Louise Parker and Gwyneth
Paltrow played the role of Catherine at
different times on Broadway in the 1970s
when this show opened. Ms. Shepard as
Catherine has the enormous task of
playing the dark role of a woman de-
pressed and on the brink of her own
possible breakdown. She handles it well
with intensity and maturity.

John Correll as the father, Robert, weaves

a tapestry of emotions complete with all
the unique colors of being unbalanced. In
freezing December he sits outside dressed
in a tee shirt and slacks. He presents a scary
figure because he is so rational as to why he
doesn’t need a jacket.

Just as the glassy eyed mad story-
teller in “The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner,” Mr. Correll holds us captive
when his words explain he is burning
up with creativity. We, like Catherine,
want to believe that he is lucid and
“normal” once again. Mr. Correll’s per-
formance in this scene is riveting.

Although Tracey Randinelli’s Claire
does an admirable job of bringing her
stereotyped character to life, she plays
the quiet lines so quietly that the audi-
ence strains to hear her words. The
scene where she finally tells Catherine
she is leaving is her best because the
emotions resonate a familiar chord.

Richard Sibello is well cast in the role
of Hal who struggles with self-doubts
and feels he’s washed up at age 28.
When Hal describes himself as the
geeky, outcast math nerd, we believe
him and empathize with him. Mr.
Sibello makes us like Hal with his
quirks and idyiosyncracies.

A soulful cello solo plays between
scenes to help maintain a somber mood.
Expect to be nudged into deep reflec-
tion by CDC’s show directed by Peter
Clark and produced by Art Kusiv.

The line between thoughtful reflec-
tion and slow execution of lines, how-
ever, is very thin. A slow-paced first act
the night this reviewer saw it caused the
audience to fidget.

Ultimately, then, this is a play about
trust, vulnerability and believing the
ones we love against all odds. Math-
ematical concepts don’t dominate the
play, but father/daughter interaction,
sibling conflicts, budding romance and
basic handling the guilt of “what if ’s” is
what holds this piece together.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Although most of
the time his life is consumed with
academia, Westfield resident, Dr. Paul
DeRoo still manages to dabble now and
again in his art.

“Art is a sideline to everything else I
have done,” he said.

Dr. DeRoo is a self-taught amateur
artist who started with oil paints 36
years ago, and has subsequently used
many of the other artistic media avail-
able, including watercolors, pastels, and
acrylics.

“I enjoy the learning experience asso-
ciated with experimenting with new
media,” said the artist, who added that
he also enjoys creating two-and three-
dimension computer graphics.

Originally from Southern Ontario,
Canada, Dr. DeRoo received his doctoral
degree in biochemistry from the Univer-
sity of Ottawa. His background includes
various applications of chemistry, from
medical biochemistry and environmental
chemistry, to chemical process applica-
tions in the aerospace industry.

It is easy to understand why Dr.

DeRoo’s artwork can be just a hobby at
this point. He currently serves as an
Adjunct Professor of Chemistry at Drexel

University in Philadelphia, where he
teaches engineering chemistry to fresh-

man students in the College of Engi-
neering. He teaches in both the tradi-

tional classroom, as well as online.
In total, Dr. DeRoo has about

800 students per term.
“When I do get a free hour, I try to

put my students first,” Dr. DeRoo
explained.

An 18-year resident of Westfield,
Dr. DeRoo has been a member of
the Westfield Art Association (WAA)
for the last several years. He is cur-
rently a member-at-large of the WAA
Board of Directors, and a member of
the Life Drawing Group, the Land-
scape Group, and the Contempo-
rary Art Group. He was also the
Coordinator for the WAA Sidewalk
Show and Sale in the Fall of 2004.

As involved in academia as he
currently is, Dr. DeRoo looks for-
ward to the future and more time to
pursue his art.

“I am looking forward to full re-
tirement in a couple of years; then
art can occupy a much larger part of

my daily activities,” he said.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, will present coloratura
soprano Sarah Arneson and pianist
George Kern in a free, half-hour pro-
gram at noon on Wednesday, February
23, as part of this season’s Mid-Day
Musicales series for Lent.

A $5 soup and sandwich luncheon
will be available in the church social
hall following the concert.

Sarah Arneson debuted as Olympia
at the Vienna State Opera, where she
sang leading coloratura roles, includ-
ing the Queen of the Night.

A regular soloist in the opera houses
of Berlin, Cologne, Dresden,
Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Munich, and
Stuttgart; roles included Gilda,
Konstanza, Marie, Musetta, Olympia,
Queen of the Night, Rosina, Titania,
Violetta, and Zerbinetta.

She has made solo appearances with
orchestra (including the Brooklyn Phil-
harmonic and Chicago Grant Park
Symphony), and on television and ra-
dio (including PBS, WNYC, and
ORF).

She and her husband, George Kern,
have collaborated frequently in recit-
als, lectures, and master classes, includ-
ing Cyprus and China, under the aus-
pices of the USIS and the American
Liszt Society, as well as the Toho Music
School in Japan.

Dr. Arneson has degrees from the
University of Nebraska, Western Michi-
gan University; and the University of
Michigan at Ann Arbor. She is cur-
rently an Associate Professor of Voice
at Boston University.

Her husband is a Professor of Piano
at the Hochschule für Musik und
darstellende Kunst, “Mozarteum,” in
Salzburg, Austria. A native of New
Jersey, he has bachelors and master’s
degrees from the Juilliard School.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.
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WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – On Sunday,
March 20, at 4 p.m., internationally
renowned performers Karen Notare,
soprano, and Eva Young, pianist, will
present the works of Verdi, Puccini,
Giordano, Mascagni and Wagner dur-
ing “An Afternoon at the Opera” at the
Watchung Arts Center.

Performed in a gallery of walls filled
with exciting contemporary art, the
art center will provide an exciting
venue to hear the amazing vocal abili-
ties of Notare, whose resplendent
lirico-spinto voice has been heard on
stages in Europe, the US, Canada,
South Africa, the Far East and New
Zealand.

She has performed with a number of
orchestras, including the Beethovenalle
Orchestra, the Pittsburg Symphony,
the Cincinnati Symphony and the
Royal Danish Symphony.

For the WAC performance, she will
be accompanied by none other than
Eva Young, who will offer her own solo
piece, Franz Liszt’s transcription of
Handel’s “Almira.”

Ms. Young has performed frequently
at the Bach Aria Festival, Music Acad-
emy of the West, Interlochen Center of
the Arts as vocal coach and accompa-
nist.

She was invited to premiere com-
poser Lu Yen’s piano concerto with the
Taipei Contemporary Chamber Or-
chestra at Taiwan’s National Concert
Hall.

She performed works of Steve Reich
with the New World Symphony in
Florida and Arron Jay Kernis at the
Pacific Music Festival in Japan.

Tickets are $15 per adult, $12 for
WAC members, $10 for students. The
center is located at 18 Stirling Road in
Watchung.


