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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – Westfield
resident Francesca
Azzara will present an
encaustic painting
workshop at the Arts
Guild of Rahway, lo-
cated at 1670 Irving
Street in Rahway, on
Saturday, February 19,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Ms. Azzara recently
offered a workshop to
members of the
Westfield Art Associa-
tion and guests.

Encaustic painting,
which makes use of a
“paint” made by mix-
ing color pigments
with molten beeswax,
has been the method
of choice for notable
artists such as Jasper
Johns.

Encaustic refers to
“burning in” and us-
ing a paint made from
pigments mixed with molten wax that
dates back to the ancient Greeks and
Egyptians. The pigment can be applied
with brushes and many other tradi-
tional painting tools and is then fused
with heat or “burned in” to form a
lasting image. The technique can also
be used to create beautiful surface tex-
tures. It can be buffed to a shine, used

to collage pictures,
drawn into.

This session will
cover history, review
of materials/fusing
techniques, color-
mixing with encaus-
tic and other medi-
ums, glazing, etching
and mark-making.
The workshop fee is
$65 plus a $25 mate-
rials fee.

Students will be
required to bring
some additional, low
cost supplies and
materials to the work-
shop. The Arts Guild
will supply encaustic
pigments, electric
palettes, wax and
high-powered heat
guns for fusing the
surface.

A second, interme-
diate level workshop

in encaustic will be offered with the
spring art class session beginning in
mid-March.

To register for a workshop contact
the Arts Guild of Rahway at (732) 381-
7511 or e-mail
artsguild1670@earthlink.net. For more
information, please visit
www.rahwayartsguild.org.

Photo Courtesy of Paul DeRoo of the Westfield Art Association
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Friends of

the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) will be hosting a coffee social
on Sunday, February 13, for prospec-
tive members.

Individuals interested in learning
more about the WSO and its 2005
season of activities are invited to attend
the Valentine’s Day themed social,
which will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. at
a member’s home in Westfield.

Shuang Guo-Wroe, concert pianist
and wife of WSO conductor David
Wroe, will provide a special perfor-
mance.

“We are very proud of the WSO,
including our many gifted professional
musicians, as well as our critically ac-
claimed conductor, Maestro David
Wroe,” said Deirdre Malacrea, Mem-
bership Director of the Friends. “We
encourage individuals to find out more
about becoming a part of an organiza-
tion that is dedicated to creating aware-
ness of a local New Jersey treasure,
while also being involved in some ex-
citing WSO events.”

She continued, “The WSO Friends
is also a great way to get to know new
people in the local community.”

The WSO, now celebrating its 22nd
season, has been recognized as one of
New Jersey’s leading orchestras and
serves as the Resident Orchestra of
Union County.

The Friends of the WSO support the
orchestra and its music education and
outreach programs through fundraising
activities held throughout the year, in-
cluding the popular Annual Tour of
Notable Homes being held this year on
Saturday, May 14.

Other scheduled WSO events, ac-
cording to Ms. Malacrea, include the
2005 Gala and Auction to be held on
Saturday, April 2, at Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, as well as concerts on Satur-
days, April 9 and May 21.

To attend the coffee social on Febru-
ary 13, the Gala or upcoming concerts,
please call the WSO office at (908)
232-9400.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – At the Sunday, Feb-
ruary 13, meeting of the Westfield Art
Association (WAA), Anthony Ventura
will demonstrate techniques to create

bright and vibrant watercolors. The meet-
ing will be held at the community room
of the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street from 2 to 4 p.m.

Surrounded by art from childhood,
Mr. Ventura was inspired by his father
who created beautiful oil paintings and
woodcarvings. His formal training be-
gan at the Academy of Arts in Newark.
He also studied at Pratt Institute and
the Art Students League.

Museums, galleries and demonstra-
tions piqued Mr. Ventura’s interest in
master watercolorists such as John Pike,
Mario Cooper, and Ogden Pleissner. He
furthered his painting career during his
travels through the western United States
and Mexico. He has painted throughout
the United States and along the East
Coast from Florida to Nova Scotia.

Mr. Ventura’s interest was passed on
to his children and Tina, his daughter,
became an elementary school art
teacher. Further encouragement by his
wife led the artist to set up a studio and
teach watercolor classes in his home.
He maintains a studio-gallery in Nep-
tune, where he lives and conducts classes
in watercolors and oils.

Mr. Ventura belongs to many water-
color and art groups such as the Hudson
Valley Art Association, the Salmagundi
Club and North Shore Art Associa-
tion. He is a signature member of the
Knickerbocker Artists, and past presi-
dent of the New Jersey Watercolor
Society and works on various commit-
tees within these organizations.

Among the more than 100 awards Mr.
Ventura has received are the Grumbacher
Silver Medal, the Windsor Newton Pur-
chase Award, three Silver Medals of Honor
from the New Jersey Watercolor Society
and three AWS William Church Awards.
Tony has been listed in “Who’s Who in
America,” “Who’s Who in American
Art” and “Who’s Who in the East.” His
work has been published in Watercolor
’95 and ’98; Best of Watercolor ’97 and
International Artist ’99 and his works are
part of many private and corporate col-
lections.

The WAA meeting is free and open
to the public. The community room is
wheelchair accessible. For more infor-
mation, please call Tobia Meyers at
(908) 687 2945.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 POPCORN

Horror fans beware. The only thing
frightening about Hide and Seek, the
story of how psychologist David
Callaway (Robert De Niro) and his little
daughter Emily (Dakota Fanning) at-
tempt to get over mom’s untimely death,
is that someone at 20th Century Fox
actually thought it was scary. And that’s
coming from a bona fide scaredy cat.

I have bills much more terrifying
than director John Polson’s would-be
distress session. Start off slow by peek-
ing at my American Express statement,
and work your way up to my mortgage.
Now, that’ll give you goose bumps. But
Hide and Seek is mere child’s play.
Though, the child in question does get
pretty spooky in parts thanks to a fairly
decent performance by Dakota.

But then again, she’s not as fearsome
as she is gruesome, in a James Brolin sort
of way. You know, when he’s all dishev-
eled and just begging for a makeover in
The Amityville Horror. Her eyes all
bulgy, lack of sleep evident, it’s obvious
the weight of some unexplainable, un-
speakable ugliness is tugging at her soul.

All signs are that there may have been
something wrong with the lass before
mom’s mysterious demise. At times we’re
led to believe that she may even be in
cahoots with that terrible evil … the one
that can only be seen by children in
particularly bad horror movies.

For one thing, we’re not too fond of
her imaginary friend, Charlie. It seems
he’s an awfully convenient excuse. When-
ever something or someone gets blud-
geoned, impaled or bloodied in the
bathtub, Charlie did it. But then what’s
all that kid-like graffiti at the scene of
every misdeed? Crayon-scrawled warn-
ings like, “Now you’ll see who gets it.”

Needless to note, dad is distraught.
So much so, in fact, that he never fails to
make coldly objective observations of
these occurrences in the medical diary
he keeps. Of course you have to wonder
about him, too.

While you’re at it you might as well
wonder about all the movie shrinks
since time immemorial who thought
the best thing to do after junior gets
traumatized is to hightail it for some
haunted house in the sticks. That’s what
Doc Callaway does. Why not? There’s
nothing like unfamiliar surroundings,
some snooping locals and a brush with
inbreeding to scare some sense into a
shell-shocked tike.

Problem is, the very sinew of Hide and
Seek has seen it before stenciled all over it.
But director Polson’s film trudges on
anyway, sort of like a pre-programmed
monster, uncaring and unaware of where
it treads, strewing its old ploys and hack-
neyed characters all along the landscape.

Naturally, there’s the suspect sheriff
(Dylan Baker), the gosh-gee-golly real
estate agent who delivers the extra keys
at two in the morning, and the weird,
childless next-door neighbors with a
dark secret. Plus, let’s not forget Dr.
Callaway’s longtime fellow psychologist
and confidante (Famke Janssen).
Hey…just how chummy is he with her?
And does that have anything to do with

why Mrs. Callaway (Amy Irving) is no
longer with us?

But the real acid test of Hide and
Seek’s unworthiness is its predictability.
The twist has whiskers. Even yours truly,
shamefully naïve insofar as filmic things
that go bump in the night are con-
cerned, guessed the culprit by the end of
the second act. Which can only mean
that the film is to horror movies what
Chutes and Ladders is to board games.
Someone who knows their way around
this genre will probably figure it out just
shortly after the opening credits.

More difficult to reckon is De Niro’s
career choices of late. One can’t conjec-
ture what his accountant knows or what
it takes to keep up appearances among
the glitterati. Still, it seems there might
be a better way for the thespian who
gave us Travis Bickle (Taxi Driver) and
Jake La Motta (Raging Bull) to respect-
ably traverse the always difficult waters
between alpha male and character actor.

In other words, one Analyze This will
do nicely, thank you. And one Meet The
Parents is quite sufficient proof that this
great actor has a sense of humor and
humility enough to occasionally dip
down into the proletarian stuff for a
little fun. However, to continue on in
the formulaic meanderings of those beat-
a-dead-horse franchises is not only dis-
comfiting, but also an aberration of
talent.

Okay, so maybe it’s selfish of the
observer to opine a preferred route for
this national treasure. But what’s next?
Television? Hence, the suggestion is a
lucrative commercial association with
some reputable product, which could
allow De Niro the luxury of handpick-
ing plum roles in albeit smaller film
projects. Such affiliations didn’t dimin-
ish Joe DiMaggio (Mr. Coffee) or Henry
Fonda (GAF).

Rightfully less concerned with her
career choices at this juncture is Dakota.
It’s doubtful she’ll be typecast as the
creepy kid, although she is pretty adept
at it. Even horrible movies usually have
one good scene. And here, thanks to
Dakota, it’s when Elizabeth (Elisabeth
Shue), who has a budding interest in Dr.
Callaway, brings perfectly normal Amy
(Molly Grant Kallins) over to play with
weird Emily. Poor Amy. Telegraphed as
the result is, you have to laugh.

Otherwise, because it doesn’t
serendipitously fall into that rare cat-
egory of cinematic consolation prize,
when it’s so bad that it’s good, there is
little reason for laughter. And with it
already acknowledged that the film fails
to scare up any thrills for those so in-
clined, there is actually little cause for
any emotion at all. If anything, the
artistically mislaid Hide and Seek offers
only a message. And that is, search
elsewhere for entertainment.

* * * * * * *
HHHHHide and Side and Side and Side and Side and Seekeekeekeekeek, rated R, is a 20th

Century Fox release directed by John
Polson and stars Robert De Niro, Da-
kota Fanning and Famke Janssen. Run-
ning time: 100 minutes.

a sweetly mournful horn solo in its
recapitulation. The woodwind solos
that followed were also beautifully done.

In general, when the strings were not
being overshadowed, they sounded
luxurious and warm. The overall per-
formance of the symphony was pas-
sionate and moving, and the audience
seemed highly involved in the music.
Achieving those results is what they
have come to expect from this orches-
tra, and it delivered once again.
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By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cooped up and eager to channel
those creative energies into something
productive? This is the season for zesty
meals simmering in the crock pot,
experimenting with
modern cuisine,
archiving exquisitely
and trying your hand
at decorative calligra-
phy.

Guaranteed to
stimulate the eyes and
the palate, “Southwest
Slow Cooking” by
Tammy Biber and
Theresa Howell
(Northland Publish-
ing, 2004, $16.95) presents 101 recipes
geared toward the slow-cooker or crock.

Chefs will need cheese, chilies, salsa,
beer, herbs and other goodies to concoct
some of the book’s
best recipes, such as
Roasted Red Pepper
Dip, Flagstaff Wings,
Tequila Chicken,
Mango Habanero
Pork Chops, Garlic-
Stuffed Beef with
Chipotle, Honey
Smashed Yams,
topped off by a deca-
dent Caramel Kahlua
Fondue.

Trendy, cartoony
and full of attitude, “The Girl Can’t
Cook” by journalist Cinda Chavich
(Whitecap Books, $24.95) boasts, “This
is not a how-to book or a cooking
course, it’s a survival manual to get you
through life’s cooking di-
lemmas with style.”

With an emphasis on
healthy eating, 250 recipes
are broken down into fun
themes, such as “Asian,”
“comfort foods,” “Middle-
Eastern,” “wintery” and
“Southwestern.” The car-
toon cover girl offers sug-
gestions and tips in clever
pink quote balloons and
encourages experimenta-
tion, “But don’t be a slave
to a recipe, either.”

Delicious and simple recipes for Japa-
nese Cold Noodle Salad, Killer Clam
Chowder (12 cups full of creamy, clammy
heaven), Savory Bread Pudding with
Salmon and Dill precede instructions for
two favorites – Mussels in Sundried To-
mato and Chipotle Cream Sauce and
Gingerbread Waffles with Cinnamon
Apples.

Whether you are archiving memen-
tos from the most elaborate upscale
wedding or a down-home backyard pic-
nic, the m/bellishment scrapbooks, kits,
cover wraps, frames, papers and acces-
sories manufactured by the Illinois-based
company Bound & D/termined are
ideal.

Covered with richly designed cover
wraps, the scrapbooks are padded for
durability and are acid- and PVC-free.
Equally unique, the self-adhesive m/
bellishment frames may be placed atop
the albums to create a three-dimen-
sional flavor that will spotlight a favor-
ite photograph or headline box. The
12 x 12 papers are also exquisite and
will surely bring panache to any project.

Writers and artists will be able to

appreciate the next two products, both
of which focus on the art of lettering.

“The Artful Letter: A Stationary
Kit with Three Rubber Stamps” (Run-
ning Press, 2002, $7.95) features a

32-page mini book
by Thomas Campbell
which addresses the im-
portance of handwrit-
ten correspondence de-
spite the many advances
in technology which
make e-mailing much
easier. Campbell dis-
cusses the history of
writing, from the papy-
rus used by Egyptians
to the Hallmark greet-
ing card.

As readers learn how to experiment
with different color inks, textured papers,
borders, designs, seals and instruments,
they will be able to put their new knowl-

edge to use with the kit’s
black ink stamp pad,
three stamps (moon,
eight-pointed star and
sunburst) and five small
cards and envelopes.
The possibilities are end-
less when you kick-in
your own creativity.

Chronicle Books in
San Francisco has as-
sembled the most im-
pressive kit on decora-
tive calligraphy in “The

Illuminated Lettering Kit” by George
Thomson (2004, $24.95) for crafters
curious about – as Thomson puts it —
“how to start with a simple letter and
change it into something much more

adventurous.”
Tubes of black, scarlet

red, gold, titanium white,
ultramarine blue and
light yellow paints ac-
company a generous
helping of black ink with
instruments in a sturdy
paper box adorned with
decorative lettering.
Sheets of paper, which
may be used for projects,
are also included.

Examples of illumina-
tion or “lighting up” of a

letter are sprinkled throughout
Thomson’s helpful guidebook. Tips on
selecting the right instruments for paint-
ing, drawing, metallic powders, pens
and papers are outlined. Artists learn
how to space and form their letters,
while choosing the proper fonts and
layouts to imitate.

Finally, Thomson provides instruc-
tions for some clever illumination projects,
such as gift tags, heraldry, boxes with
monograms, ribbon-adorned greeting
cards, and his book also includes samples
of patterns with textual areas. A glossary
of references spotlights terms that will be
helpful throughout the learning process.

If you are strong enough to resist
the temptation to keep this kit for
yourself, rest assured that you will be
thanked for gifting a friend with a
treasured, lost art form guaranteed to
illuminate their lives.

* * * * * * *
For more information on Bound &

D/termined, visit www.bound-
determined.com. All titles featured in
this column are available at
www.barnesandnoble.com.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New Jersey author and animal lover
Loren Spiotta-DiMare’s fourth
children’s picture book, “M“M“M“M“Madelineadelineadelineadelineadeline’’’’’sssss
MMMMMiracle,”iracle,”iracle,”iracle,”iracle,” is the true tale of a disabled
pony, only able to able to walk on
three legs, that is rescued by Mylestone
Equine Rescue in Pohatcong. The
Town Book Store of Westfield is host-
ing this book signing on Saturday,
February 12, from 2 to 4 p.m. along
with another of the author’s new
children’s picture book, “““““RRRRRockwockwockwockwockwell:ell:ell:ell:ell:
A BoA BoA BoA BoA Boy and Hy and Hy and Hy and Hy and His Dis Dis Dis Dis Dogogogogog.”.”.”.”.” Her books
teach compassion for all creatures. To
learn more about this rescue organi-
zation, please call (908) 995-9300 or
visit www.mylestone.org.

* * * * * * *
Also on February 12, the Calvary

Series will present a performance of
Brahms waltzes by the Antioch
Chamber Ensemble at 7 p.m. FFFFFororororor
the Lothe Lothe Lothe Lothe Lovvvvve of Be of Be of Be of Be of Brahmsrahmsrahmsrahmsrahms is the second
concert in the 2004-2005 series. Pia-
nists Christine Chang and Dan Fos-
ter will join the singers to present an
evening of romantic works. Tickets
are $15 to $20. Calvary Episcopal
Church is located at 31 Woodland
Avenue in Summit. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 277-1814.

* * * * * * *
The Watchung Arts Center’s

Improv Series continues with TheTheTheTheThe
IIIIImprmprmprmprmprooooovvvvvablesablesablesablesables, a group of comedians
who turn your ideas into laughs and
musical numbers. They will be there
on February 12 at 8 p.m. Admission
is $7. To make a reservation, visit
http://www.watchungarts.org or call
(908) 753-0190. Tickets will be held
at the door. The center is located at 18
Stirling Road on the Watchung Circle.

* * * * * * *
The MThe MThe MThe MThe Music Lessonusic Lessonusic Lessonusic Lessonusic Lesson, a quirky

comic drama, will be presented in a
staged reading at 3 p.m. on Sunday,
February 13, at the Theater Project,
Union County College’s professional
theater company, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. The
snow date is Saturday, February 20.
The plot revolves around the rela-
tionship between a mother and her
adolescent daughter, and the piano.
It will be followed by a discussion
with author and cast. Admission is
free. For further information, please
call (908) 659-5189, or visit http://
www.thetheaterproject.com/.

* * * * * * *
New Jersey wineries will be hold-

ing a WWWWWine & Chocolate ine & Chocolate ine & Chocolate ine & Chocolate ine & Chocolate WWWWWine ine ine ine ine TTTTTrailrailrailrailrail
WWWWWeekendeekendeekendeekendeekend on February 12 and 13
from noon to 5 p.m. Participating
wineries will offer wine cellar tours,
lots of chocolate that can be sampled
with the wines, live music and more.
The event is free at all but two winer-
ies — Alba Vineyard in Milford ($5)
and Renault Winery in Egg Harbor
($3). To design your trip, please visit
http://www.newjerseywines.com/
winetrails.html, and click on “Wine
Trails” in the left-hand menu.
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EDISON EDISON EDISON EDISON EDISON – Scotch Plains students
Andrew Bellasari, Matt Darwin, Matt
Forman, Ashley Harris, Michael
Mietlicki, Cameron Rogers, Henry
Rosoff and Alyssa Torpey will join other
students at Wardlaw-Hartridge Upper
School in Edison in staging the musi-
cal, Working, from Thursday, March
3, to Saturday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m.

Based on the Studs Terkell book
about the individual stories of working

men and women of the world, the
musical opened originally in 1978 and
features 26 working folks who sing and
talk about their jobs, defining their
daily routines, hopes and aspirations.

The show is open to the public with
donations to the music department
accepted as ticket admission.

For more information about the
musical, please call (908) 754-1882
during school hours.

mixes his own pigment, combining red,
blue, and green, for a rich, layered black.

Last year, he displayed three paint-
ings at the Arts Guild in Rahway, at the
Merck 2004 Celebrating Excellence
show. This juried exhibit showcased
26 artists, and he won first place.

Keep your eye on this one. He is an
artist whose career seems to be headed
somewhere.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

JJJJJeffreffreffreffreffrey Gey Gey Gey Gey Guttermanuttermanuttermanuttermanutterman

HHHHHickorickorickorickorickory y y y y TTTTTrrrrree Choree Choree Choree Choree Chorususususus
OOOOOffers ffers ffers ffers ffers ScholarshipScholarshipScholarshipScholarshipScholarship
TTTTTo o o o o YYYYYoung oung oung oung oung WWWWWomenomenomenomenomen

NENENENENEW PRW PRW PRW PRW PROOOOOVIDENCEVIDENCEVIDENCEVIDENCEVIDENCE — Hickory
Tree Chorus will offer a $1000 schol-
arship to a musically talented young
woman interested in pursuing a career
in music.

Rehearsing in New Providence, the
chorus is a local chapter of Sweet
Adelines International, an organiza-
tion of 30,000 women worldwide,
dedicated to teaching, singing and
performing a cappella, four-part har-
mony.

Hickory Tree Chorus has been
awarding annual scholarships for over
20 years to students from areas in
which its members reside.

Qualified high school girls with good
academic records and exceptional tal-
ent in vocal music are encouraged to
apply. Students should also apply for
acceptance into a music program at a
college or university.

Applicants must submit an audio-
tape or CD of a short performance
demonstrating their particular talent.
Tapes and CDs may include accompa-
niment, as needed. Completed appli-
cations and audiotapes or CDs must
be received by Monday, April 25.

High School guidance departments
in more than 50 communities have
information and applications. Appli-
cations may also be requested by either
calling (908) 879-2989, e-mailing
info@hickorytreechorus.org or by
printing forms from
hickorytreechorus.org.


