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John Murphy Visits Area
In Quest for GOP Nod

said. He said spending over $63 mil-
lion as Mr. Corzine did in his 2000
primary and general elections races
combined is “obscene” and puts op-
ponents at an extreme disadvantage.

“Trying to raise a family in New
Jersey is adifficult thing to do these
days. And | think most peoplein New
Jersey would relate to me better than
they would relate to a multi-million-
aire like Jon,” said Mr. Murphy. He
said having Mr. Forrester at thetop of
the GOP ticket could cause Republi-
cansto lose one of their biggest cam-
paign issues, namely Mr. Corzine's
attempt to “buy” the governor’s of-
fice.

“1 think 1 am better to make that
criticism having not put a dime of
mine own money in (the campaign)
versus someone like Doug who has
spent millions previously and who
has said he will spend millions (this
year),” said Mr. Murphy.

Mr. Murphy said Acting Governor
Codey was likely “boxed out” of the
racefor governor by Democraticlead-
ersto eiminate a“divisive” primary
race.

Mr. Murphy has proposed legida
tion where by both parties’ nominees
would receive $6.4 million in match-
ing state campaign funds to run for
office. His plan would forbid candi-
datesfrom spending their own money
and would not require candidates to
raise the $3.2 million to be eligible
for matching funds as is currently
required under state election law.

He likens his campaign strategy to
former Congressman Bob Frankswho
captured 48 percent of thevotein his
2000 U.S. Senate despite being sig-
nificantly outspent by Sen. Corzine.

“We plan on taking a page out of
the Bob Franks book,” he said, by
being a “retail politician” at the
grassroots level.

The candidate said hiscampaignis
also concerned with ballot integrity
to ensure that only properly regis-
tered voters cast their ballots.

Mr. Murphy of Morris Township
has been aMorris County freehol der
since 1998. He was freehol der direc-
tor in 2002 and again in 2003, and
served as deputy director in 2000 and
2001.

Heisaformer member of theMor-
ris Township Committee, a position
he held from 1994 to 1998. Mr.
Murphy, a partner in and financial
advisor with the Morristown Finan-
cial Group, isaso aformer commis-
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sioner of the Morris County Sheriff’s
Crime Stoppers program.

Mr. Murphy is a volunteer
firefighter in Morris Township and a
former captain and president of the
Woodland Fire Company.

Also seeking the GOP nomination
are Bogota (Bergen County) Mayor
Steve Lonegan, Assemblyman Paul
DiGaetano of Nutley, and Washing-
ton Township, Bergen County Coun-
cilman Robert Schroeder, and former
Bergen County freeholder Todd
Cdligire.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407!

Fred Rossi for The Times
COUNCIL MEMBERS?...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA mem-
bers who ran the Scotch Plains Township Council, pictured, left to right, are: Dan
Birnbaum, Kyle Rzonca, Stefano Gaetano, Caroline L’Heureux, Michael
Baumwoll, Eric Ajuluchukwu, Elizabeth Elko and Jay Hankin.

McCready Seeks Westfield BOE Seat;
Incumbent Hunnicutt Vies for Reelection

By BETSEY BURGDORF
AND PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Gary McCready
of Mohican Drive in Westfield
launched his campaign this week for
one of three seats in this spring’'s
board of education race.

A computer systems manager with
SumitomoMitsui Bankin Jersey City,
Mr. McCready haslived in Westfield
for 10 years. His oldest child attends
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
histwo youngest are students at Wil-
son Elementary School. The family
moved briefly to California where
the candidate had taken a job but
moved back to Westfield less than a
year later.

Mr. McCready wasinvolved inthe
district’s strategic planning commit-
tee in 1998 and was co-president of
the former Advanced Leaning Pro-
gram. That committee was replaced
by the Gifted and Talented Program.

“1 feel | could contribute a lot (to
the board) especially in the area of
technology,” Mr. McCready com-
mented.

Thecandidate said hewouldliketo
see more community involvement.
Heproposed having forumsavailable
on the district’s web site where resi-
dents could comment on school is-
sues. “1 would like to get more of the
community involved in passing ideas
onto the board,” said Mr. McCready.

Incumbent Alice Hunnicutt will be
vying to maintain her seat on the

board and told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “| have a comfort
level beingintherole (of board mem-
ber), itisalearning experiencefor me
too.” Shewas elected three years ago
to the three-year term and is hoping
for a chance at a second term.

Mrs. Hunnicutt and her husband,
George Bogatoa, have lived together
in Westfield since 1984, although
George is a native Westfielder. They
wereboth professional musiciansliv-
inginNew York City whentheoppor-
tunity arose to purchase George's
childhood home from his ailing
mother. They jumped at the chanceto
return to Westfield.

Mrs. Hunnicutt is no longer a pro-
fessional musician and currently
works for Statewide Parent Advo-
cacy Network (SPAN). SPAN re-
ceivesfederal money in order to help
educate parents with children 14 and
over, who havedisabilities, transition
from the school environment into the
real word. She has personally reaped
the rewards of her commitment to
SPAN because her oldest son was
diagnosed with developmental dis-
abilitiesand was considered multiply
handicapped. She stated that histran-
sition has been successful and he is
currently employed.

Mrs. Hunnicutt is the mother of
five children ranging in age from 15
to 25. She currently has two sons
attendingWestfield High School . One
is afreshman and the other, ajunior.
Her other three children are products

Fanwood Council Delays Vote; Approves
Changes to Downtown Redevelopment Plan

the first project is completed “atre-
mendous amount of interest will oc-
cur,” and other owners will want to
commence work on their locations.
All owners must come before the
council for approval of their plans.
If a property has any code viola-
tions, such as building or fire codes,
they will be required to remedy the
situation within five years.

A major concern regarding the
downtown plan was the lack of at-
tention paid to pedestrian routes and
safety. “We tried to pedestrianize
the entire block. There were excess
curb cuts, whichinterfered (with pe-
destrian safety) and were danger-
ous. Therewas no connection to the
train station.

“A clear pathway on South Av-
enue was needed,” stated Mr. Rob-
erts. The new plan callsfor an inte-
rior parking area with a pedestrian
path to the train station, a 50-foot
easement along South Avenue, 14
feet wide aleys, and wider side-
walks. Stores will be required to
have dual entrances, from the front
and rear, aswell as pedestrian walk-
ways from both doors.

Another concern was whether the
new construction would keep within
the look of Fanwood in general, and
it is now mandatory to keep with a
Victorian architecture style.

Fanwood’'s Planning Board has
reviewed the downtown plan and
made suggestionsthey feel arenec-
essary. Theboard wanted the solid
waste collection and disposal to be
consolidated and suggested ways
to screen in those waste contain-
ers.

Also, previously it had been
thought that retailers would be al-
lowed to have outdoor displays
within five feet of the store's en-
trance, however the board felt this
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would result in unsightly problems.
These suggestions have been incor-
porated into the new plan.

As for the Dean Qil site, any de-
veloper wishing to build residential
properties at this location will be
requiredto“cleanit up toresidential
standards,” explained Mr. Roberts.
It is believed that the ground might
be contaminated.

Previously, when only retail was
going to bebuilt there, it would have
only have been needed to be brought
up to commercia standards.

In answer to a question from
Councilman Stuart Kline, Mr.
Roberts said that plans for incen-
tivesfor property owners have not
been specifically decided on yet,
but it is thought it might be in the
form of property tax relief for five
years. If the project were to be-
come larger, with more develop-
ment the number of years offered
might increase.

John Cavanaugh, a McDermott
Place resident, came to the podium
and asked questions regarding the
plans for parking and the height of
buildings. The drawing shown by
Mr. Roberts shows no cut through
for carsfrom theinterior parking lot
to South Avenue.

Mr. Roberts said he cannot guar-
antee that there will be no access
from the parking lot to the street, but
that isthe current plan. Theresiden-
tial buildingswill either providetheir
own parking or will be required to
contribute to afund for construction
of more parking.

As for height, the maximum will
be three stories. However, they will
be required to look like two and a
half story structures, with the use of
dormers or pitched roofs.

The subject of density has been a
much-debated issue during the en-

tireredevel opment planprocess. Many
residents have expressed serious con-
cerns regarding the quantity of resi-
dential units to be built. Councilman
Andrew Calamaras said that it sounds
to him that the ultimate decision re-
gardingdensityisa“workinprogress.”

Mr. Roberts explained that “the re-
development plan can always be
amended at any time, the council can
decide to make adjustments, and they
might havemoredensity if the parking
is adequate.”

It was originaly thought that the
council would take a vote and adopt
the new redevelopment plan at
Tuesday’smesting. Instead, thismeet-
ing was used to accept the changes
suggested by the planning board. The
final voteonthenew planwill occur at
the regular council meeting on
March 8.

of the Westfield school system.

Her current position on the
Westfield Board of Education is as
the Facilities Chairperson and she
was involved in the track and field
project that recently passed in abond
referendum.

“With the population growing in
Westfield, thisisagood way to allow
the community to have better usage
of our fields” Mrs. Hunnicutt com-
mented.

She has also been extensively in-
volved in the renovation of the audi-
torium at the high school. Mrs.
Hunnicutt stated that her music back-
ground will help in designing an au-
ditorium that, “with the right kind of
acoustics, can provide more of acur-
riculum for those students who are
interested in directing.”

She also stated that she would be
carefully looking at the current cur-
riculum, which isup for review this
year, to make sure, “we are reach-
ing al populations.” She also said
that with the foreign language pro-
gram now being introduced in third
grade, students are entering junior
high and high school with more
knowledge.

“That'sexciting,” shesaid, adding
that it also requires that the foreign
language curriculum in sixth, sev-
enth and eighth grades needs to be
revisited.

One god she has for the future of
the district is to bring more students
back from out-of-district placement.
She acknowledged that it would re-
quire teachers being prepared and
educated in order to instruct children
with disabilities.

“Kids are like rubber bands. The
farther you stretch them, the farther
they go,” she said.

DECA Responsible

For SPFHS Front Sign

SCOTCH PLAINS — DECA has
been given sole control over the new
announcement board in the front of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS).

The board will display school in-
formation, community updates, and
town and private organization meset-
ing dates.

DECA will also post genera, as
well as charitable advertisements for
members of the community at an af-
fordable price.

Thesign can aso beused for birth-
days and personal messages.

To purchase space on the board,
please call DECA Advisor Joe
Franzone at (908) 889-8600.

Fred Rossi for The Times

FLOCKING TO THE CLUB...A group of geese enjoyed the pleasant weather on
Sunday at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Property Revaluation In SP
May Be Near, Mayor Says

cant increasein property tax revenue.
The value of some properties will be
higher, he said, while others will be
lower and somewill remainthesame.

Inwhat has become an annual cus-
tom, Tuesday’s council meeting was
run by eight studentsfrom the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
program, an association of marketing
students. Michael Baumwoll played
the role of Mayor Marks, Elizabeth
Elkosatinfor Deputy Mayor Carolyn
Sorge, EricAjuluchukwu filledin for
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
Caroline L' Heureux sat in for Coun-
cilman Frank Rossi and Stefano
Gaetano filled in for Councilwoman
Nancy Malool. Jay Hankin sat in for
Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
DanBirnbaumfilledinfor Mr. Hansen
and Kyle Rzonca sat in for Township
Clerk Barbara Riepe.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Marks said the municipal budget will
be posted on the township’s website,
www.scotchplainsnj.com, sometime
in the next few weeks. Al Muller of
Ramapo Way had suggested this at
the council’s January 25 meeting.

Mayor Marks noted that the coun-
cil “hasyet to sink our teeth into the
budget” it received from Mr. Atkins

Mount Saint Mary’s
Mercy Guild Plans

Benefit Fashion Show

WATCHUNG — The Mercy Guild
of Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung will hold its annual
fundrai ser and fashion show on Sun-
day, March 13, at 11 am. at the
Bridgewater Marriott, located at 700
Commons Way in Bridgewater.

The fashion show, which will fea-
ture designs and clothing from local
vendors, will aso include araffle for
a broad range of theme-inspired gift
baskets.

This event is the guild’'s major
fundraiser to benefit the Mount Saint
Mary Academy, a college-prepara-
tory Catholic high schoal for girls.
Most of the young women attending
the school reside in Hudson,
Middlesex, Morris, Somerset, Union
and Warren counties.

For tickets or additional informa-
tion, please call Maureen Halvorson
at (732) 873-2227 or CharleneBrown-
Smith at (732) 829-3052.

SP-F BOE
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amost $1.5 million. It was explained
that thisincrease comes dueto rising
healthcare costs, and that retirees are
included in the figures.

The next budget session is sched-
uled for Tuesday, February 15, at
7:30 p.m.
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two weeks ago and said that “once
we've done that, we will have some-
thing to post.”

The council deferred action on a
bid for the upcoming deer manage-
ment program in the Ashbrook Res-
ervation. Mr. Hankin, speaking for
Mr. Atkins, said that two bids have
been received, but since thetownship
is conducting the deer hunt in con-
junction with the county and the res-
ervationison county property, Scotch
Plains officials want to receive the
county’s input on the bids and the
firms who submitted those bids.

Inaddition, thetownshipiswaiting
toreceivethe actua permitsfromthe
state that will allow the deer hunt to
take place before the end of the win-
ter season.

Final approval was given to an or-
dinance formally appropriating
$160,000 from the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation for road-
way improvements on a section of
Rahway Road between Lenape Way
and Cooper Road.

Another ordinance was approved
that setsfeesfor copiesof documents
distributed by the police department
or through the municipal prosecutor
for discovery purposes in municipal
court.

A resolutionwasapprovedtoaward
contractsfor thepurchaseof $120,142
worth of equipment needed by the
recreati on department and the Scotch
Hills Country Club.

The council passed a resolution
securing the services of Commerce
Insurance Services to conduct ran-
dom drug and alcohol testing on all
township employees holding a com-
mercial driver's license (CDL). Mr.
Stefano, speaking for Councilwoman
Malool, said that several township
employees working for the Public
Works and Parks and Recreation De-
partments hold CDLs and would be
subject to the testing.

At the end of the meeting, Mr.
Baumwoll, speaking for Mayor
Marks, read a proclamation declar-
ing February to be Black History
Month in Scotch Plains.

FDU Magazine Features

Story on SP Resident

SCOTCH PLAINS — The winter/
spring 2005 edition of FDU Maga-
zine, published at Fairleigh Dickinson
University (FDU), includes a story
about Scotch Plains resident and
alumnus Wayne Hallard.

Mr. Hallard, whoreceived hisBach-
elor of Sciencedegreein1980and his
Masters of Business Administration
from FDU, discusseshisinvolvement
in purebred dogs in the article, “A
Dog-Beat-Dog Affair.”

To view the full story, please visit
www.fdu.edu/newspubs/magazine/
O5ws/hallard.htm.

YMCA Seeks to Expand Parking,
Add Mezzanine for Wellness Ctr.

onto southbound Martine Avenue.

Mr. Maltz said that most of the
traffic heading to the YMCA comes
fromthenorth, soleftturnsout of Peach
Court should not be a problem, adding
that this also makesit improbable that
enough cars would be backed up on
northbound MartineAvenuewaiting to
enter theY MCA parking lot that south-
bound drivers would be blocked from
turning left on to Peach Court.

His assessments were challenged
by Peach Court resident David Bard,
who spoke of his concerns that any
increase in vehicular traffic would
hamper hisability to get in and out of
his street.

“1 consider it dangerous’ to makea
left-hand turn out of Peach Court, Mr.
Bard said. He added that he was con-
cerned that the proposed exit drive-
way out of the YMCA parking lot
would benear enoughthePeach Court
intersection to create a potentially
dangerous situation if cars were si-
multaneously making left turns out
of Peach Court onto southbound
MartineAvenueand out of theY MCA
lot onto northbound Martine Avenue.

Mr. Mdtz said the two roadways
would be 78 feet gpart, which he sad
wasa" sufficient distance” toalow two
vehiclesto see each other “very well”

David Chewey, a landscape archi-
tect, presented plansto create afour-
foot high beam in front of the ex-
panded parking lot to screen the lot
from Martine Avenue as well as the
homes across Martine Avenue. Trees
would be planted atop the beamsand,
within a few years, would grow to-
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gether sufficiently to create a nearly
complete screen.

Several residents questioned
YMCA representatives about buff-
ersat therear of the property, which
abuts residential properties on
Brandywine Court and Fenimore
Drive. Mr. Chewey described
plantings that are being planned for
that area and said they should pro-
vide an adequate buffer.

Incumbents
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tion policy In New Jersey and France.

Perspective board of education can-
didatesmust get thesignaturesof at least
10 residents who are registered voters.
All first-year school board membersare
required by law to attend a New Jersey
School BoardsAssocietiontraining pro-
gramontherolesand responsibilitiesof
school board members.

Thedeadlinetofileanofficid petition
toruninthedectionis4 p.m. on Mon-
day, February 28.

Kindergarten Signups

Slated for Evergreen

SCOTCH PLAINS — Kindergar-
tenregistrationfor Evergreen Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains will be
held Monday, February 28, through
Friday, March4,from9am.to2p.m.
in the school office.

For more information, please call
the school at (908) 889-5331.

BOOK AS YOU.
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NEIL SULLIVAN
President, Westfield Mortgage

» Free credit evaluation and approvals
= Guaranteed closing costs

s New home purchases

= Construction loans

= Refinances

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE
908-518-0800 Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.
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