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The Jan./Feb. issue of the Boston-
based SchoolSports magazine lists St.
Anthony of Jersey City as the nation’s
No. 1 boys basketball team. No. 3 is
St. Patrick of Elizabeth and No. 20 is
Seton Hall Prep of South Orange, three
New Jersey schools in the top 20 of the
country. What do they all have in com-
mon? They are all “parochial” schools.
In fact, eight of the magazine’s top 20
teams in the entire country are paro-
chial or “private” schools.

Parochial schools tend to have no
limitations on where they can get their
athletes. Private schools have no limi-
tations but public schools draw from a
specific area.

Now, I’m sure that a catholic school
education isn’t a bad thing, and that
having your name on a graduation di-
ploma from certain private schools is a
big deal to colleges, especially those
with quotas to fill from said private
schools. But sports-wise, is anybody
even the least bit surprised when catho-
lic/private schools dominate? I mean, if
you’re Don Bosco Prep, and you get the
top two or three kids from every town in
Bergen County and across the state line
in Westchester and Rockland counties,
shouldn’t you be good?

It’s just amazing how many really
good athletes seem to be in need of
that good ol’ catholic school educa-
tion. How many kids in Monmouth
County need to go to Christian Broth-
ers Academy to get straightened out
academically, while helping the Colts
dominate the Shore Conference in
soccer, cross country, swimming, bas-
ketball, track, baseball and tennis. How
do so many good swimmers find their
way to Metuchen, because of St.
Joseph’s academic reputation?

What’s a public school supposed to
do? Westfield can’t raid other towns for
athletes. Those who go to St. Joseph or
Pingry or Delbarton or Kent Place or
Oak Knoll or Newark Academy or
Roselle Catholic or St. Patrick can do
so at will … but unless they live in
Westfield, an athlete can’t go to WHS.
If, say, swimmers who live in Scotch
Plains choose to go to St. Joseph, that’s
fine. But kids who live in Metuchen
can’t just up and say they want to go to
SP-F. (St. Joseph once had a Jewish
swimmer from Staten Island magically
enroll to fill a void. Hey, it’s just a short
ride over the Outerbridge Crossing,
and probably closer than some of the
other athletes had to travel.)

Catholic schools become travel
teams, with an education, an All-Star
collection of athletes gathered from
who knows how many towns. At the
PIAA football championships, Pitts-
burgh Central Catholic won the AAAA
title and finished a perfect season,
with players from 13 different coun-
ties! Thirteen counties, and who knows
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how many different high schools were
pilleged of their top talent by the paro-
chial giant.

The point is, parochial schools
should compete in their own little pa-
rochial leagues and conferences. There
are some public schools whose tradi-
tions and feeder programs help keep
them competitive with parochial/pri-
vate schools, but they’re becoming
fewer and fewer. Want proof? Just
check The Star Ledger state rankings
any day of the week: basketball, swim-
ming, hockey … nearly every team in
the top 10 is not a public school. And,
in the “winning is the most important
thing” culture that has been created
for us by ESPN and FOX and the print
media, that’s probably not going to
end any time soon.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Today’s Den Trivia comes from

Bruce Moran of The Star-Ledger, a
1976 WHS graduate: The state group
team tournament started in 1980, a
little late for the WHS wrestling pro-
gram, which had been one of the state’s
top teams in the 1960s and ’70s. The
state group championships started in
1982 and only once did Westfield ad-
vance to a group championship final.
What was the year and who did the
Blue Devils wrestle in the Group 4
final?

MORE SCHOOLSPORTS
In addition to the basketball rankings,

SchoolSports had a section called Un-
breakable Records, a list of five that the
magazine feels may never be broken.
It’s hard to argue with their picks.

*De La Salle’s 151-game win streak.
The Concord, Calif., powerhouse went
12 full seasons without a defeat before
opening this past year with a 39-20
loss to Bellevue, Wash. The current
seniors were in kindergarten the last
time the Spartans didn’t win. The pre-
vious mark was 72! WHS had a 48-
game unbeaten streak, which was a
state record when it ended in 1973.

*Lisa Leslie’s 101 points in a half.
Playing for Morningside High in
Inglewood, Calif., the future Southern
Cal and WNBA superstar hit 37 of 56
shots from the floor and 27 free throws
as her team took a 102-24 lead at
halftime over South Torrance. But
Leslie didn’t get the national record of
105 points (by Riverside, Calif., Poly’s
Cheryl Miller) because the South Tor-
rance coach refused to play the second
half. The WHS record is 37 points in a
game, by Debbie Lawyer in 1974
against Roselle Park.

*Danny Heater’s 135 points in a
game. On Jan. 26, 1960, Heater had
135 points, 32 rebounds (and seven
assists!) as Burnsville (W.Va.) won a
173-74 game. Heater had 53 field goals
and 29 free throws. Reportedly he had
55 points in the final 10 minutes. And

this was in the pre-3-pointer era. The
WHS record is 43 by Bob King in
1963 against Rahway.

*Ken Hall’s 11,232 career rushing
yards. The “Sugar Land Express”
played from 1950-53 in tiny Sugar
Land, Texas, and averaged 2,800 yards
per year. As a senior Hall became the
first to rush for 4,000 (4,045, still third
on the all-time list), averaging 337
yards per game! A player would have
to start every game from his freshman
year, play 14 games a season for four
years, and average better than 200
yards per game to top Hall. The mark
was threatened the past two years,
when Mike Hart (Nedrow, N.Y.) fin-
ished his career in 2003 with 11,045
and Toney Baker (Jamestown, N.C.)
ended this year with 10,071. The WHS
career record is 2,797 yards by Glen
Kehler from 1972-74.

*Kathy McMillan’s long jump of
22 feet, 1.75 inches. Thirty years after
the Raeford, N.C., girl broke the old
mark of 20-4, nobody has done better
than 20-8.25 inches. McMillan was a
silver medalist at the 1976 Olympics,
with a jump of 21-10.25.

STREAKING
A delayed pat on the back to WHS

boys basketball coach Kevin Everly
and WHS ice hockey coach Dennis
Doherty.

The Blue Devils’ victory over Eliza-
beth last week was the first for Everly,
who is in his eighth year at Westfield.
There had been some close games,
like a 70-69 overtime loss in 1998
when Lamont Turner had 28 points.
But this was the over-the-hump game.

Doherty’s skaters rebounded nicely
from an 0-5-4 start to win six games in
a row before falling 3-1 to Summit. To
put that in perspective, the last two years,
Westfield won seven games in each of
Doherty’s first two years at WHS. Be-
fore Doherty, the previous three seasons
had a combined record of 9-55-5.

TRIVIA ANSWER
The year was 1990, and the oppo-

nent was Madison Central (now Old
Bridge), which took a 39-18 decision
at Hunterdon Central. WHS won North
Section 2 by beating Columbia 44-19
and Union 33-22, then topped Fair
Lawn 36-27 in the Group 4 semifinals.
That team featured Paco Gonzalez
(103, 21-7-1), Chris Jordan (112, 33-
4), Marcus Elias (119, 21-9-1), Paul
Jordan (125, 23-10), Glen Kurz (130,
22-7-1), John Povalac (135, 28-8),
Chris Edling (140, 5-12), Chris Wojcik
(145, 16-12-1), Scott Coren (152, 5-
15), Roger Sullivan (160, 21-10), Tim
Martin (171, 6-16), Ken Marsh (189,
28-6) and Eric Klezer (Hvy, 12-16).

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den ap-
pears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com

MURRAY HITS 10; BELK, HARRIS NET 9
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After incurring a setback earlier in
the season, the, 8-4 Union Catholic
girls’ basketball team successfully
completed the task at hand by send-
ing the Hillside Comets home with a,
41-35, defeat in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 27. The Vikings displayed too
many offensive guns while the stub-
born defense remained.

Senior forward Kathryn Murray led
all Viking scorers with 10 points,
pulled down six rebounds and had
one swipe while sophomore guard
Aerielle Belk and junior guard
Courtney Harris fired in nine points
apiece and combined for seven re-
bounds. Sophomore guard Meaghan
Dyckman finished with five points
and grabbed two rebounds. Leslie
Hendricks contributed four points,
hauled in five rebounds and commit-
ted two thefts. Forward Kim Hannam
had two points, two rebounds and one
steal and Jackie Burton added two
points.

“We lost our last two games, so we
needed to come out strong if we
wanted to win this game and we did,”
said team captain Murray. “Although
our shots were not working in the
second quarter, we worked that much
harder with our defense and got the
job done. We knew that if we played
hard down the stretch we could win.
We made a few defensive stops, ex-
ecuted and came out on top.”

Dyckman led the offensive minded
Vikings with five points including
three of four from the stripe in the first

quarter. Murray connected on three
of four from the free throw line as
Harris and Belk each hit the target to
grab a slim 12-10 lead.

The Comets’ defense got stingy in
the second quarter while the offense
netted 14 points to carry a 24-18 lead
going into the locker room. However,
the second half indeed was a different
story as the Vikings’ intensity and
aggressiveness made the difference.
Comet Hassanah Oliver, who scored
14 first-half points, was the focus on
defense while the Vikings’ offense
found the mark and raced on a nine-
point surge to tie the score, 32-32 in
the third quarter.

“We weren’t going to score if we
rushed our shots so we took our time
and eventually they started falling for
us,” said Murray.

Aggressive full-court man-to-man
press resulting in turnovers and fouls
caused the Comets to tumble in the
final quarter. Harris continued to have
the hot hand and swished the net with
two jumpers. Murray converted two-
of-two from the stripe and Belk hit a
two-pointer and converted a foul shot
with 0:04 remaining.

“We didn’t want the same thing to
happen here when we were at their
house,” said Belk. “Basically, it was
our focus that made the difference.
We played the position and executed
foul shots. As we get older and be-
come more experienced and focused,
I believe we will become very suc-
cessful.”
Hillside 10 14   8   3 35
Union Catholic 12   6 14   9 41

Devils Finish Sixth
At UC Indoor Track
The Westfield High School boys

track team finished sixth and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys placed
seventh in the Union County Indoor
Track & Field Championship at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth on January 26.
The Blue Devils had a total of 19 and
the Raiders totaled 11 while the
Cranford Cougars took top honors
with a total of 60.

Blue Devil Jeff Perrella came in
second in the one-mile run with a time
of 4:42.6 behind Cougar Kevin Brown
who finished in 4:34.9. Blue Devil Jay
Hoban took sixth in the event at 4:53.7.
John Gagliano at 2:15.3 and Ameer
Rogers at 2:15.6 finished 4-5 in the
880-yard run. Westfield placed fourth
and the Raiders placed sixth in the
one-mile relay with respective times
of 3:54.6 and 3:58.2.

Raider Josh Zinman at 10:46.7
crossed third in the two-mile run and
Blue Devil Raymond Chen finished
fifth with a time of 11:01.4. Raider
Iceberg Bryant cleared 5’10” to place
fifth in the high jump and Teddy
Acosta took fifth in the shot put with
a shove of 44’ 1.5”.

Kardinal Cagers Peck
Blue Devil Girls, 48-41
The Kearny High School girls bas-

ketball team erupted with a 20-6,
third-quarter run and held on to de-
feat Westfield, 48-41, in Westfield on
January 29. Martyna Ruminska and
Emma Bartholomew led the 7-9
Kardinals with 17 and 14 points, re-
spectively.

Stephanie Slodyczka put in 15
points and Erin Miller netted 10 for
the 5-9 Blue Devils while Rose
Driscoll sank four points.
Kearny 17   4 20   7 48
Westfield 12 16   6   7 41

Raider Boys Trample
Ram Cagers, 62-49

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team improved
to 7-10 by trampling Roselle, 62-49,
in Scotch Plains on January 29. Gavin
Ford banged in 11 of his 17 points in
the first half to give the 35-22 lead.

Sean Young fired in nine points and
Brian Dougher scored seven while
Greg Bayard and Travis Morgan each
had five for the Raiders.
Roselle   8 14   8 19 49
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 15 12 15 62

Rutgers Prep Defeats
Lady Vikings, 46-36

Rutgers Prep topped the Union
Catholic High School girls basket-
ball team, 46-36, in Somerset on Janu-
ary 25. Leslie Hendricks led the 7-4
Vikings with 15 points. Julia Foran
scored 15 points and Jessica Lees
added 13 for 11-5 Rutgers Prep.
Union Catholic   7   6 15   8 36
Rutgers Prep   8 13   9 16 46

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $465,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $650,000

WESTFIELD $525,000 WESTFIELD $795,000

Move right into this beautiful raised ranch home, hardwood floors, formal LR
& DR, eat-in kitchen, 3 spacious bedrooms, family room.  Great location, close
to NYC train, town, schools and so much more.

Ranch style home close to elementary and middle schools, Fanwood Center and
NYC transportation.  All large rooms on nearly one acre of land.

Short walk to town, train and schools from this 4 bedroom / 2.5 bath colonial.
Also features new furnace, sunroom, rear porch, deck, patio and two car garage.

Traditional Victorian with wrap around porch, framed hardwood floors, chest-

nut molding, high cathedral ceilings, formal dining room with fireplace, family

room addition with marble fireplace, kitchen with adjoining bayed eating area,

spiral staircase to basement recreation room, tree top master suite with newer

bath, newer powder room, near town location.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING FORCE…Viking junior guard Courtney Harris drives to the basket
for two while a Comet chooses to stay behind. Harris swished two buckets late in
the game to power Union Catholic to a 41-38 victory.


