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Westfield Memorial Library:  February 2005 Events 
 

Adult Programs 
February 4 at 1:30 PM    TGIF: Paul Robeson  

February 11 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Walt Whitman 

February 18 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Mount Vernon 

February 25 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Let’s Sing: Music of the 1940’s 

  

Children’s Programs 
February 1 & 2 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 1 & 2 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 4 at 10:30 AM Time for Tales 

February 5 at 10:00 AM Father Goose’s Tales 

February 7 at 1:30 PM Time for Tales 

February 8 & 9 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 8 & 9 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 10 at 3:45 PM Roses are Red...Violets are Blue...  

February 11 at 10:30 AM Time for Tales 

February 14 at 1:30 PM Time for Tales 

February 15 & 16 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 15 & 16 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 18 at 10:30 AM  Time for Tales 

February 22 & 23 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 22 & 23 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 26 at 10:00 AM Rodeo Round-Up with Yosi 
 

All programs free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders; 
pre-registration or age restrictions may apply to children’s programs. 

Please call the Library for further information. 
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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

Ammonium Nitrate Bill
Clears State Assembly

Ferguson Named to Key
Telecommunications Panel

TRENTON – Assembly Bill A-
3260 which requires the identifica-
tion and record keeping of the pur-
chase of ammonium nitrate fertilizer,
received approval by the General
Assembly on January 24.

As a member of the Law and Public
Safety Committee, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) was a prime spon-
sor of this bill. He said the introduc-
tion of this bill was in response to the
growing use of ammonium nitrate in
terrorist bombs.

A recent federal Department of
Homeland Security bulletin warned
that terrorists might use ammonium
nitrate bombs to strike the country’s

public transportation. This bill re-
quires persons licensed to manufac-
ture or distribute fertilizer in New
Jersey to obtain a photo identification
of anyone buying restricted commer-
cial fertilizer.

Over the past two years ammo-
nium nitrate bombs were used in a
series of deadly international bomb-
ings. These chemicals were also used
in the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing
as well as in the 1993 World Trade
Center Attack. While ammonium ni-
trate has legitimate uses in the farm-
ing and industrial explosive indus-
tries, its safe distribution must be
monitored.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Mike Ferguson (R-7th) last
Wednesday was appointed to the
House Energy and Commerce Sub-
committee on Telecommunications
and the Internet, which will be con-
sidering a comprehensive overhaul
of telecommunications laws govern-
ing broadband and telephone service
over the Internet.

Congressman Ferguson’s Seventh
District, which includes portions of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union counties, is home to several of
the nation’s leading telecommunica-
tions firms.

AT&T’s headquarters is in
Bedminster; equipment manufacturer
Lucent is located in Murray Hill;
Verizon Wireless, which serves more
than 42 million voice and data cus-
tomers, is located in Bedminster; and
Vonage, which is located in Edison, is
the nation’s leading provider of
Internet telephone service, also called
VoIP.

“The pace of technological change
in recent years has been both impres-
sive and positive for consumers, and

as a member of this key subcommit-
tee I will be a strong advocate for
continued innovation in wire, wire-
less and Internet development and
deployment,” Congressman Ferguson
said.

In addition to the telecommunica-
tions panel, Congressman Ferguson
also will retain his positions on the
Energy and Commerce subcommit-
tees on Health; Oversight and Inves-
tigations; and Commerce, Trade and
Consumer Protection.

Congressman Ferguson first won
appointment to the Energy and Com-
merce Committee in 2003. Created
more than two centuries ago, the com-
mittee is the oldest legislative stand-
ing panel in the House of Representa-
tives.

It also enjoys the broadest legisla-
tive responsibility of any House com-
mittee, including telecommunica-
tions, consumer protection, food and
drug safety, public health, air quality
and environmental health, the supply
and delivery of energy, and interstate
and foreign commerce, Congressman
Ferguson said.
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Medical
Hypnosis
“Last year, I helped more

than 1200 teens and adults

without drugs or side-effects.”

Dr. Ron Glassman, PhD, MPH
Board Certified   Registered   Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

Private Appointment  908-301-0039
Mountainside, NJ

AMA-approved www.MedicalHypnosis.info

Port Authority Ship-to-Rail
Terminals Set New Record

COMMUNITY EFFORT…James Fitzgerald, Vice President, Government Bank-
ing, Valley National Bank, presents Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti with
a $5,000 check from the bank to assist in the funding of a new clock for the
community. The clock will be constructed in front of the bank’s Mountain Avenue
branch. In addition to donating the funds, the bank also donated the land where
the clock will be erected. Judith Burt, Assistant Manager for Valley Mountainside
Branch, is holding a digital photo of the Mountain Avenue intersection with a
picture of the clock superimposed into the photo.

REGIONAL – ExpressRail, the
Port Authority’s ship-to-rail termi-
nals in New Jersey, shattered a record
for container volume in 2004, han-
dling 22 percent more containers than
in 2003.

The ExpressRail terminals handled
283,529 containers in 2004. The pre-
vious record was set in 2003, when
232,867 containers were transported
from the marine terminals to Port
Authority rail facilities.

The substantial growth in rail traf-
fic at the port was due to growth in
containerized trade with Asia, com-
bined with the opening of the
ExpressRail Newark facility in 2003
and the first phase of the new
ExpressRail Elizabeth facility in Oc-
tober 2004.

New Jersey Acting Governor Rich-
ard Codey said, “Our port is a major
source of jobs and economic activity
for New Jersey and for the region. By
increasing our ability to move cargo
by rail from the port to the market-
place in a timely, cost-efficient man-
ner, we will continue to stimulate
economic activity in the state while
protecting and preserving the envi-
ronment.”

Port Authority Chairman Anthony
R. Coscia said, “These numbers
clearly show that our planned $600
million investment in port rail infra-
structure has produced positive re-

sults.
“Our rail program eliminated thou-

sands of regional truck trips last year,
and also spurred substantial environ-
mental benefits that will improve the
quality of life for those who live or
work in the region.”

The dramatic increase in
ExpressRail activity came during a
year when total container volumes at
the port are up substantially. During
the first nine months of 2004 – the
most recent data available – the num-
ber of shipping containers handled at
the port rose by 11 percent over the
same period in 2003.

In addition to the New Jersey ter-
minals, a new rail terminal is under
construction at the New York Con-
tainer Terminal on Staten Island. That
facility will open in early 2006.

Committing, Getting Involved
By Attending Sporting Events

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Do you recall the last time you
attended an athletic event and had a
problem finding a seat? Did you
know that athletes, coaches and
cheerleaders really get pumped up
participating in front of their stu-
dent body, parents and alumni? Are
you pleased with some of those pre-
game music renditions at basket-
ball games?

Our local schools have provided
opportunities for individual students
to grow physically, socially and intel-
lectually through their experience in
self-discipline and their contribution
to team effort that is made possible
through competitive athletics.

The purpose of “Getting In-
volved” in school athletics is both
educational and recreational. Ath-
letic programs encourage partici-
pation by as many boys and girls as
possible and should be carried on
with the best interests of the partici-
pants as the primary consideration.
Local athletic programs are well
organized and have a positive influ-
ence on the morale of the high school
student body. Emphasis is geared
towards the development of good
attitudes among students and the
public in losing, as well as winning
situations. Focus is also put on how
well the team or individual played
the game with respect to skills and
sportsmanship.

“Getting Involved” by attending
sports events is not only beneficial to
the students’ educational career but
also to generating a positive atmo-
sphere and creating strong, dedicated
future leaders. Student involvement
is important, not only to the school
and education, but to creating re-
sponsible and hard-working leaders
of tomorrow.

Informing and reminding students
about every athletic program and giv-
ing the student an opportunity to at-
tend a sports event they may be inter-
ested in should be available. Perhaps
the development of a “Buddy Pro-
gram” which is designed to make the
transition from junior to high school
a little easier. It is crucial and impor-

tant for the student to know why and
how they can “Get Involved” in at-
tending sports events.

Athletes and their buddies could
get together at the junior high school
for a pep talk and go through (in
detail) exactly what they are going to
do. (It also would be nice to design a
T-shirt for the athlete to wear so stu-
dents can spot them). The athletes
could take them on a tour of the high
school athletic facilities and explain
what the school culture is as well as
talk to them about what to expect in
high school.

Develop a “Getting Involved Sur-
vey” to find out just what the stu-
dents want and determine what
their opinions are about the ath-
letic programs. The athletes may
then evaluate completed surveys;
the athletic staff, school educators
and counselors, to see what im-
provements or suggestions can be
accomplished.

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and
I remember, involve me and I learn.”
– Benjamin Franklin.

Below are guides for good sports-
manship:

The Acceptable “Fives:
1. Applaud during introduction of

players, coaches and officials and at
the end of a contest for the perfor-
mance of all participants.

2. Shake hands with participants and
coaches at the end of the contest, re-
gardless of outcome.

3. Accept all decisions of officials.
4. Engage in positive school yells in

a respectful manner.
5. Encourage surrounding people to

display only sportsmanlike conduct.
The Unacceptable Fives:

1. Yelling during the opponent’s free-
throw attempt, in a disrespectful man-
ner, or to antagonize opponents.

2. Booing or heckling an official,
coach, player or cheerleader.

3. Refusing to shake hands or give
recognition for good performances.

4. Blaming the loss of a game on
officials, coaches or participants.

5. Using profanity or displaying an-
ger that draws attention away from the
game.

Union County Clerk’s Office
Records Highest Revenue

COUNTY — The office of the
Union Country Clerk recorded the
highest revenue in history for the
department in 2004, according to
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Close to $36 million was gener-
ated, $12.4 million of which was re-
alized for the county. The $36 million
generated by the Clerk’s Office rep-
resents a 40 percent over 2003 and a
130 percent increase over 2002.

“This is by far one of the highest
revenues Union County has ever re-
ceived from any department in its
history and a  40 percent increase
over 2003,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

The lowest prime interest rate in
more than 40 years spurred and main-
tained the real estate re-financing
frenzy, which began in 2002, accord-
ing to the Ms. Rajoppi.

She said the strong market in New
Jersey prompted the second highest
number of mortgages, 46,047, re-
corded in the 146-year-old history of
the Clerk’s office.

In addition, the number of searches
on the Clerk’s Website last year aver-
aged about 3,662 visits per day.

The Clerk reported that 44 persons
applied for a subscribers account to
search the  site in 2004 for total rev-

County Updating
Volunteer Directory

COUNTY – The County of Union
is seeking non-profit, cultural and
social service agencies, as well as
government agencies and organiza-
tions, who wish to be included in the
new 2005 Union County Volunteer
Directory.

 Those seeking to volunteer may
browse the directory at www.ucnj.org.
For more information, call Susan
Pepper at (908) 527-4753.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
www.goleader.com

enue of $37,100 to the clerk’s office,
a 25 percent revenue increase from
2003. Since its inception, the total
revenue realized from this program is
$80,000.

Thousands of people visited the
clerk’s homepage, located at
www.ucnj.org, in 2004. Requests for
information were made for passport,
notary public, and election and re-
cording matters.

The County Clerk expanded its
optical scan program for absentee
ballots for the primary election in
June 2003. More than 10,000 absen-
tee ballots were read using this method
in last year’s Presidential Election.

“This new program,” said Ms.
Rajoppi, “reduces the possibility of
any errors or questionable votes due
to hanging or pregnant chads that
other states experienced. Union
County now has a modern, clean vot-
ing system which parallels the latest
voting technology.”

Northside Trattoria 
 

 
16 Prospect Street 

908.232.7320 

     Valentine’s Day 
Jazz Dinner 

Monday Feb. 14th 2005 
2 Seatings 6:30 & 9:30 

 
Join us with the one you love for a 5 course 

gourmet meal while being serenaded by the 
Master of Bosa Nova 

Mr. Paolo Pinho and his Trio di Brasilia. 
 

A unique dining experience for a Valentine’s Day 
you will not forget. 

Now Taking Reservations  
$175.00/couple 

Tax included, 18% Gratuity added at time of sale 

Due to the nature of these events  
all sales are final. 


