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Dan Kelly Begins Tenure
As New Town Fire Chief

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s fire
department is now under new leader-
ship with the swearing-
in Tuesday of Dan Kelly
as the new fire chief.

A Westfielder for most
of his life since 1960 – he
lived in Summit for three
years when he first got
married – Chief Kelly has
been a town firefighter
for 25 years, serving un-
der four chiefs during his
tenure.

He was appointed a
volunteer with the de-
partment in the fall of
1978 following his graduation from
Westfield High School. He credits his
father, who is still an active member
of the Westfield Fire Department, for

his interest in joining the department.
“I developed an interest in the fire

service from his (his father’s) partici-
pation as a volunteer firefighter in the

community,” he said.
His grandfather served

for a brief time as a chief
of a volunteer department
in the Pittsburgh suburbs
before his grandparents
moved to New Jersey.

Chief Kelly joined the
department as a full-time,
paid member in August
of 1981. He ascended to
lieutenant in August of
1990, captain in Novem-
ber of 1999 and, most re-

cently, deputy chief in May of 2003.
“I think any officer’s goal is to

aspire to the office of chief,” said
Chief Kelly.

Since joining the department, Chief

Kelly worked for four chiefs.
“I am fortunate that I’ve had the

opportunity to work under different
chiefs so that I could experience four
different management styles,” he
said.

Among his goals and objectives in
leading the department forward, Chief
Kelly plans to increase public educa-
tion in fire and life safety programs in
the town and develop more advanced
programs for the town firefighters.

“I’m fortunate that I have a very
young department. There has been a
lot of retirements in the last three
years,” he said. “I have a young core
of very aggressive officers.”

Although Westfield sees about a
dozen major fires a year, Chief Kelly
said the department has been experi-
encing a jump in calls to the depart-
ment. In addition, mutual aid to com-
munities in Union County has been
on the rise as well, he said.

“One of the other challenges the

Horace R. Corbin for The Leader
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly

Health Bd. Investigates
Ringworm Outbreak;
Groomer Closes Doors
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Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield  Leader
THRILLER...Hillcrest Avenue in Westfield was the backdrop for Unholy, a
thriller filmed by Westfield native Sam Freeman, who serves as the movie’s
executive producer and writer. Pictured, center, actress Adrienne Barbeau
rehearses her lines with a fellow actor. The movie is expected to be released in the
summer. See story on Page 20.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Regional Health Department be-
gan receiving calls last November
regarding an outbreak of ringworm
in local animals. Upon further in-
vestigation, it was determined that
the majority of the cases were
linked to The Dog Patch, a groomer
formerly located on South Avenue.

The Dog Patch is now closed
and the phone has been shut off.
Gail Cheety, an investigator for the
Board of Health who handles cases
involving communicable diseases,
stated that although the board was
involved in the inspection and dis-
infection of the location, it was not
responsible for shutting it down.

“Let’s put it this way,” Ms.
Cheety said, “She (the owner) may
have closed because of that (the
investigation), but I can’t say for
sure.”

The Board of Health does not
routinely inspect pet groomers un-
less they receive complaints. After
receiving numerous complaints,
Ms. Cheety contacted the Westfield
Veterinary Group which confirmed
that they were currently treating “a
few” dogs that had been diagnosed

with ringworm and had been to
The Dog Patch.

Ringworm is a contagious fun-
gus infection that can affect the
scalp, the feet and the nails of
animals and humans. Despite its
name, it has nothing to do with
worms. The name comes from the
characteristic red ring that can ap-
pear on an infected person’s skin.

Ringworm is difficult to pre-
vent. The fungus is very common,
and it is contagious even before
symptoms appear. Longhaired
dogs are especially hard to diag-
nose because the infected sight
can be hidden under fur.

Ringworm is spread either by
direct or indirect contact. People
can become infected by direct skin-
to-skin contact with an infected
person or pet. People can also get
ringworm indirectly by contact
with objects or surfaces that an
infected person or pet has touched.

The Health Department was not
able to pinpoint the origin of the
outbreak, but Ms. Cheety stated
that to prevent it, “you really have
to be up on it.” She also stated that
after the owner of The Dog Patch

Sal Caruana

Andy Skibitsky
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               Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
DOGS WORST NIGHTMARE…The Dog Patch, a pet groomer formerly
located on South Avenue, closed its doors in December after numerous cases
of ringworm were reported to the Westfield Regional Health Department.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A PROUD MOMENT…Daniel Kelly made his rounds shaking hands with members of the Westfield Town Council after
his swearing in as the new Chief of the Westfield Fire Department Tuesday night. Chief Kelly became the eighth chief in the
history of the department.

Caruana, Skibitsky Vie for GOP Mayoral
Nod; Committee to Meet In Two Weeks

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Coun-
cilmen Sal Caruana and Andy Skibitsky
officially announced this week that they
would vie for the local Republican Party
nomination for mayor.

“I’ve asked that my name
be considered among oth-
ers for the office of mayor,”
said Councilman Caruana,
who was elected to the
council in 2002.

He said if he is not suc-
cessful in garnering the
committee’s bid for
mayor, he would like to
be considered for reelec-
tion to his council seat.
He declined to specify his
platform, noting he
wanted the process for the
committee to chose its
candidate first.

“We came off a divisive
time in terms of the deck,”
he said, a reference to last
November, when voters
defeated the proposed $10
million downtown park-
ing deck by a margin of 80
to 20 percent.

Councilman Caruana
currently serves as Vice
Chairman of the council’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee. He was Chairman of the
Code Review and Town Property

Committee last year.
He is the President and Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of the Foster Capital
Corporation, an investment manage-
ment company he founded in 1991.

Councilman Skibitsky, who was
also elected to a three-year term rep-

resenting the third ward
in 2002, is likewise seek-
ing the party’s nod. Like
Mr. Caruana, his council
term expires at the end of
the year.

“I am prepared to work
hard in the upcoming elec-
tions and am confident
that Westfield’s voters will
recognize my record as a
council member, my ser-
vice to the community and
my bipartisan approach to
problem solving,” Coun-
cilman Skibitsky said.

“As Mayor of Westfield,
I would continue to work
toward new and innova-
tive ideas designed to pro-
tect our residents and fur-
ther enhance the quality of
living in our town. I have
been proud to represent
the people of the third ward
and look forward to serv-
ing all of my fellow resi-

dents in the years to come,” he said.
Councilman Skibitsky, who serves

as Vice Chairman of the Public Works
Committee, is a product director with

Schering Plough.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-

21), the Westfield Republican Mu-
nicipal Chairman, said the Republican
Committee has received requests from
Councilmen Caruana and Skibitsky to
speak before the committee about the
mayoral nomination.

“They are two really good candi-
dates. So I am happy,” said Mr.

Bramnick, who indicated the com-
mittee would meet within the next
two weeks to consider the mayoral
nomination. He did not expect any
other candidates to come forward for
the nomination.

Former councilman Neil Sullivan
said several individuals had contacted
him to consider a run for mayor. Be-

Town Says No Wrongdoing
Reported In Home Sales

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council approved four appli-
cations Tuesday night for the demoli-
tion of single-family homes. Prior to
the public meeting, Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea revealed that the
sales of the four properties did not
involve an intermediary as had been
questioned by two council members
at last week’s council agenda meet-
ing. Three of the properties were sold
to builder Michael Mahoney.

Mr. Gildea reported that the home
at 774 Knollwood Terrace was owned
by Peter and Anne La Tartara from
February 1978 to April 1997 and sold
to Carol Mingping Lee, who owned
the home until December 2004. A
property at 753 Norgate was owned
by Harry and Barbara Zietchick from
July 1980 through December 2004,
and the single-family dwelling at 890
Talcott Road was owned by Neal and
Emily Snitow from 1985 through
December 2004. Mr. Mahoney re-
portedly purchased all three homes in
December 2004.

The fourth property to be demol-
ished at, 202 Golf Edge, was owned
by Robert and Cynthia Oberhand from
July 1978 through February 1998; by
Cynthia Oberhand through August
2003, and by James Zissler and Joanne

Quinn through December 2004 when
the property was sold to Gary Moore.

“There is no intermediary (on any
of the transactions). All clearly knew
they were selling to a builder,”
Mr.Gildea told the governing body.

Mr. Gildea later told The Westfield
Leader that Mr. Mahoney “is very
much following the rules as he al-
ways has.” He said after the town’s
tax collector reviewed the sales of the
homes that, “there is no funny busi-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY APPOINTED…Chief Dan Kelly’s wife, Karen, proudly attaches her
husband’s new badge at his swearing in ceremony Tuesday night. Chief Kelly has
been a Westfield firefighter for more than 25 years.

Out-of-District Placements One
Factor In Spec. Ed. Budget Hike

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The rising cost of
out-of-district placements for students
with disabilities and the addition of a
new class for autistic students are two
of the driving factors behind a
$1,453,141 increase in the special
education portion of the Westfield
school district’s proposed 2005-2006
school year budget.

The district will seek $16,327,653
to fund the district’s special educa-

tion programs, which serve 1,009
Westfield students, or approximately
16 percent of the population, this
year. This total represents almost 20
percent of the total proposed budget
request of $72,982,339.

Dr. Ted Kozlick, Director of Spe-
cial Services for the Westfield school
district, was at Tuesday night’s Board
of Education meeting to discuss the
special education budget with the
board in further detail.

Using enrollment data from the
2004-2005 and 2003-2004 school
years, Dr. Kozlick showed the board
that the number of students accessing
special services continues to grow.

This year, there are 641 students in
the district’s Resource Room pro-
grams, as opposed to 633 last year.
There are 114 students in self-con-
tained programs this year, while there
were only 91 last year. Dr. Kozlick
attributes this increase to a “signifi-
cant number of pre-school students”
needing special services.

A large portion of these students
are enrolled in early intervention pro-
grams. The district placed 117 stu-
dents in out-of-district programs for
which it has to pay tuition, versus 110
in the 2003-2004 school year. The
only area of the special services de-
partment that hasn’t seen an increase
in student population is the speech
therapy section of the department,
which has 137 students this year, down
from 141 last year.

“We’ve been very stable in terms of
increase,” he said. Concordant with
an increase in students, the district
requires an increase in personnel to
educate and care for them. In total,
the in-district personnel portion of
the proposed special education bud-
get shows an increase of 11.5 percent.
Robert Berman, Board of Education
Secretary and Business Administra-
tor, noted the increases are due to
“unbudgeted positions” added dur-
ing the 2004-2005 school year. Addi-
tionally, the district has budgeted
$95,000 for the formation of a class
of autistic students, ages three to six
years old. The money will go towards
staffing the class with one teacher
and two paraprofessionals, as well as
speech and language services. Super-
intendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley noted that if not for the forma-
tion of this class, the students would
have to be educated out-of-district at
Westfield’s expense. Dr. Foley esti-
mates that the autistic class will gen-
erate “a savings between $120,000
and $130,000.”

If the program is approved as part
of the budget the Westfield commu-
nity will vote on April 19, there is the
possibility it could grow.

“Educating autistic students in the
primary grades is clearly our next
step,” said Dr. Foley. Autistic stu-
dents are the fastest growing classifi-
cation of students with special needs



Page 8 Thursday, February 3, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Special Services to Increase
In SP-F School Budget

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Continuing
a financially-oriented theme of late,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education heard a budget-related pre-
sentation from the Office of Special
Services at its meeting last Thursday.

The board was also treated to an
informative presentation made by sev-
eral Terrill Middle School students
about their German classes.

Thomas Beese, the Assistant Su-
perintendent In Charge of Special
Services, discussed the various com-
ponents of his department’s budget
estimates for the 2005-2006 school
year. The total budget increase is pro-
jected to be approximately 3 percent.

Among other things, Dr. Beese and
his office foresee an increase in tuition
for out-of-district placements in the
amount of $168,533. Further, they
believe that two positions – totaling
$120,000 in additional dollars – will
be added: a learning disabilities
teacher/consultant, and psychologist.
According to information provided at
the meeting, these positions would be
at the elementary level.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
questioned the increase in overall out-
of-district costs, particularly with re-
gard to summer costs.

These costs are projected at
$400,000 next year, compared to
$375,000 this year and $347,982 two
years ago, officials said.

Mr. Whitehouse wondered about
the efficiency of over $50,000 more
costs than those of two years ago.

In response, Dr. Beese stated that as
the expenses have gone up, so has the
need for additional services.

“Our programs are very expensive,”
he explained.

Another notable budget increase will
come in the program concerning au-
tism. While just over $268,000 was
committed to the autism program this
year, next year will see approximately
$316,750 put aside toward the program.
This, said Dr. Beese, will ensure an even
higher-quality autism program for the
district.

“We can’t bring students in and
then have them be negatively exposed,”
he said.

In another presentation that evening,
Tanya Stevenson’s German students
presented an overview of several ac-
tivities and components they have stud-
ied in their German classes this year.

The fifth grade students have been
exploring three German cities – Ber-
lin, Kassel and Munich. “Frau”
Stevenson and her students learned
about the Grimm Brothers, who were
from Kassel. The sixth graders have
“e-pals” in Germany whom they com-
municate with via e-mail and instant
messaging, and seventh-grade classes
celebrated “Deutsch Day” by travel-
ing to Hofbranhaus using the internet,
and learning about food and dance.

Emily Carroll, an eighth grader at
Terrill, explained that the technology
used in the classroom ensures that

most everyone will find something he
or she likes to use to learn. Examples
of technology include films to intro-
duce chapters, compact discs for mu-
sic, and e-mail.

“The technology we use is great,
because there’s a type for everyone,”
said Emily.

Another student, Kaitlyn Rau, said
that students were graded at the end of
the year using a culminating assess-
ment exam. The students are given
topics on the day of the exam, and they
are graded on fluency.

Board members were very im-
pressed with the students’ demonstra-
tion of their German knowledge.

“It’s really great to see what hap-
pens in the classroom from the per-
spective of a student,” said board mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner.

Ms. Stevenson commented that her
classes focus more on authenticity
than anything else. She believes it is
better to let the students “be them-
selves” to really learn how to speak
German properly.

“My goal is to give the students a
context” in which to speak, she said.

In other board business, several
members of the public commented on
various board issues.

Dave Bernstein of Scotch Plains
expressed his dismay that parent-
teacher conferences required five one-
half days in November.

He explained that when factored in
with other days off in the same month,
parents would have to either take more
time off from work or hire a supervi-
sor for their kids. If time off from
work was needed, he said, parents
would be left with virtually no vaca-
tion days for other times in the year.

Dr. Carol Choye, Superintendent
of Schools, responded that this sys-
tem of parent-teacher conferences was
the most effective for the district. She
provided a list of schools and their
conference schedules, though only
Roselle, Rahway and Bridgewater
schools exhibited similar patterns.

Mr. Bernstein, who had researched
the issue on his own, stated that the
schools he contacted did not follow a
schedule mirroring Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s conference schedule.

Dr. Choye and the school board are
expected to revisit the issue to deter-
mine whether any modifications can
be made.

Scotch Plains resident Al Muller
commented on the expected rise in the
school board’s budget for next year.
He also referenced the increasing
county budget, which in turn would
impact the school budget.

Board member Lance Porter ex-
pressed his frustration with the county
budget situation, and he also took a
slight jab at the freeholder board. It was
announced recently by the freeholders
that they approved retroactive pay raises
for department heads.

Quipped Mr. Porter, “Unlike the
freeholders and the county budget,
there will be no retroactive pay raises
(for the board members).”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dan Kelly Begins Tenure
As New Town Fire Chief
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Ringworm

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25
Arun Netravali, 59, of Westfield

was arrested at the intersection of
Boulevard and West Grove Street and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released to a respon-
sible party.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26
Catherine Leigh, 22, of Scotch

Plains, Lucas Ott, 24, of Rahway and
Ashlie Fautz, 21, of Morris Plains
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue and Crossway
Place.

Each was charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
with intent to distribute and with pos-
session with intent to distribute in a
school zone. Police identified the sub-
stance as more than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Ott was addition-
ally charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. All were released on
their own recognizance.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
Anthony Coles, 27, of Plainfield

was arrested in Westfield Municipal
Court and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. The arrest was made pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on January 20
on Springfield Avenue at East Broad
Street. Coles was released on his own
recognizance.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30
A Harrison Avenue resident re-

ported that unknown persons dam-
aged his motor vehicle while it was
parked on North Euclid Avenue. The
windshield wipers were bent, the side
mirrors broken off and a dent was
made in the driver’s side door.

A Cranford resident reported that
while she was driving on Grove Street,
the passenger side mirror on her mo-
tor vehicle was broken with an un-
known object.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
TAKING TO THE NET...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks went on the
Internet Wednesday to champion his position calling for a New Jersey Property
Tax Convention Referendum this November. For several years, Mayor Marks has
been advocating in Trenton and throughout the state that the system needs to be
changed. His 12-minute video, produced by The Leader/Times, can be viewed at
www.goleader.com/video.
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Town Says No Wrongdoing
Reported In Home Sales

PROUD FORCE…The Westfield Police Department held their 2005 promotions
ceremony on February 1 at the town hall. Pictured, left to right, are: Detective Lisa
Perrotta, Gregory Hobson, Sergeant Scott Rodger, Lieutenant Edward Maguire,
Chief Bernard Tracy, Captain John Parizeau, Lt. Carmen Brocato, Sr., Det. Joe
Costanzo and Sgt. John Ricerca.

department faces right now is the
interoperability with other agen-
cies with some of the new stan-
dards and guidelines that are com-
ing down from the Department of
Homeland Security,” said Chief
Kelly.

He said this requires extra train-
ing not only per Homeland Secu-
rity guidelines but also through
standards set forth by the National
Fire Protection Association and the
New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs, Division of Fire
Safety.

When Chief Kelly was a child, he
and his mother were rescued by
Westfield firefighters from their
apartment above the old Westfield
Leader building. He said that the
fire, which started in The Leader’s
printing presses, was quickly extin-
guished. However, firefighters
evacuated their apartment as a pre-
caution.

“The memory of firefighters tak-
ing us out of the building stays with
me today as if it just happened,” he
said.

Chief Kelly is an investigator with
the Union County Fire Investiga-
tion Task Force. He was first as-
signed to the task force in January
of 1998. He has been the chapter
chairman of the Westfield/

Mountainside American Red Cross
since September 2002. Prior to that,
he was the disaster chairman of the
chapter from September 2000 to
September 2002.

Among professional associations,
Chief Kelly has been a member of
the International Association of Ar-
son Investigators since 1998; the
National Association of Fire Inves-
tigators since 2000, and the New
Jersey Fire Prevention and Protec-
tion Association since 2000.

In terms of fire training, Chief
Kelly has completed courses at the
National Fire Academy of the
United States Fire Administration
in Maryland; the Bergen County
Police and Fire Academy, and the
Chubb Loss Control Division. He
has completed code enforcement
courses at Essex County College
and Middlesex County Fire Acad-
emy, and completed courses in fire
science at Union County College in
Cranford.

He has also attended numerous
courses given by the New Jersey
State Police Office of Emergency
Management and completed fire in-
vestigation studies with the New
Jersey Division of Criminal Justice
Academy. Chief Kelly has also taken
continuing education courses in
code enforcement and emergency
management at Rutgers University.
He also has taken courses at the
Union County Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

The chief has been trained in fire
prevention and investigation, emer-
gency response to terrorism, fire
fighting tactics, emergency medi-
cal procedures, arson investigation
and dealing with hazardous materi-
als.

thoroughly disinfected her business,
no new cases were reported.

The Health Department also re-
ported that one case of a human
contracting the disease from The
Dog Patch was reported.

tween his personal life and the ex-
pansion of his Westfield-based
mortgage company, “now is not the
time (to take on the duties of mayor.”

“But I will stay active in any way
I can to help the community,” Mr.
Sullivan said. He said he would
have sought the nomination had the
committee not had an “appropri-
ate” candidate for the post and re-
quested that he run for the nomina-
tion.

He said both Republican mayoral
candidates “have an understanding
of what it takes to be a good mayor.”
He said he anticipates a close may-
oral election in November.

“November elections (in
Westfield) when the incumbent is
not running historically have been
close,” he said. He said the mayoral
hopeful with the best vision for the
town will likely be the next mayor.

In addition to the office of mayor
and the council seats of Mr. Caruana
and Mr. Skibitsky, the seats of sec-
ond ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, a Republican, and
fourth ward Councilman Larry
Goldman, are up for reelection this
year.

Westfield Municipal Democratic
Chairman Ken Rotter said the local
party is still a ways away from se-
lecting its candidates for mayor and
council.

“We are just undergoing our (se-
lection) process right now,” said
Mr. Rotter. When asked whether
the party would have a complete
slate for mayor and each of the four
wards, he responded, “absolutely.”

ness.”
“No one is hiding anything,” he

said.
In a letter sent to Mayor Greg

McDermott and the Town Council,
Mr. Mahoney questioned the inves-
tigation by the town.

“I do not understand what would
lead the council to suspect that my
business practices are in any way
unethical. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Is there something
that I am not aware of that you could
enlighten me on?”

Citing last week’s article in The
Leader, Mr. Mahoney said, “I will
never know the full extent of the
damage that those reckless comments
will cause me by people who will
form an inaccurate opinion of me
based on that article and who will
perhaps choose not to do business
with me.”

In other business, during a presen-
tation to the mayor and council,
Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman James Marvin announced
that residents would be invited to
attend a meeting this month to ex-
press their opinions on the proposed
Memorial Park master plan improve-
ment project. The project will in-
clude the parking, tennis courts and
fields. The pool, which was expanded
a few years ago, is not part of the
park project.

Mr. Marvin said the commission
plans to seek bids from contractors
for the upgrade of the Tamaques
Park tennis courts by April, with the
work to be completed over the sum-
mer so that the courts can be open by
September.

The Houlihan Field project, which
includes installation of artificial turf
and lighting, is also expected to be
completed by September. Mr. Marvin
said the goal is to have the field
completed in time for the fall soccer
season. He said the commission is
looking at installing computer turn
off mechanisms for the lights at
Houlihan and the Tamaques tennis
courts. Currently, the lights are on
automatic timers regardless if an
event is being held. Both parks are
located off of Lamberts Mill Road.

Westfield Recreation Director M.
Bruce Kaufmann said the council
last year appropriated $50,000 to
conduct the Memorial Park master
plan study, $860,000 for the
Houlihan Field project, and $200,000
for improvements to the Tamaques
Park tennis courts.

Mr. Kaufmann said applications
for the summer pool season have
been sent to all town residents. The
only changes in pool fees this year
are for families with full-time child
care, where the rate will be raised
from $350 to $443, and the non-
resident senior citizen rate, which
will rise from $120 to $130.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance Tuesday night setting the new
fees. The public hearing and adop-
tion vote will be held on Tuesday,
February 15, at 8 p.m.

During the public portion of
Tuesday’s meeting, Mary McBeigh
of Roosevelt Place asked the town to
ban parking on at least one side of
Scotch Plains Avenue near Memo-
rial Park, and to install sidewalks.
She fears a child will be injured due
to the heavy traffic volume in the
area, especially when a game is be-
ing held and vehicles are parked on
both sides of the street.

Sharon Stockwell of Benson Place,
representing WeCare (Westfielders

Concerned About Responsible Re-
development) questioned the gov-
erning body as to whether the town
is still a redevelopment agency, a
designation that was approved by
the town council a few years ago in
order to advance the downtown de-
velopment project that was high-
lighted by a proposed parking deck.
The proposal was heavily defeated
by voters this past November.

She also asked if the actions by the
planning board and the council to
designate the South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Street parking lots for
redevelopment were still active.

Ms. Stockwell also asked the coun-
cil to consider lowering the so-called
“night owl” permit for downtown
residents. She said residents pay $360
for these permits.

In addition, she asked whether the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity for
the special improvement district, is
required to have a public portion at
its monthly meetings. She also asked
if the council has a liaison to the
DWC and to the Westfield Board of
Education.

Mayor McDermott said the town
is still listed as a redevelopment
agency and that the sites proposed
for decks are also still considered
redevelopment areas. He said the
Code Review & Town Property Com-
mittee, chaired by Fourth Ward
Councilman James Foerst, is cur-
rently reviewing the town’s codes
and ordinances to see which ones are
outdated or no longer apply to the
town. He said the redevelopment
designations would be reviewed dur-
ing that process.

The mayor said he would have
Town Attorney Robert Cockren re-
view whether the DWC is required
to have a public portion at its meet-
ings.

He said Councilman Lawrence
Goldman is liaison to the DWC. He
said there is no council liaison to the
school board but that he and the board
president talk when necessary.

Westfield Police Department
Promotes Eight In Ceremony

WESTFIELD – Eight police offic-
ers received promotions in the
Westfield Police Department at a
ceremony held in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1.

Officers promoted were: Captain
John Parizeau; Lieutenant Carmen
Brocato, Jr.; Lieutenant Edward
Maguire; Sergeant Scott Rodger;
Sergeant John Ricerca; Detective
Gregory Hobson; Detective Joseph
Costanzo and Detective Lisa
Perrotta.

Captain John Parizeau graduated
from the College of New Jersey and
was appointed to the department on
March 29, 1981. He was promoted
to the rank of plainclothes on Febru-
ary 1, 1987 and assigned to the Juve-

nile and Detective Bureaus, Sergeant
on July 1, 1988, Detective Sergeant
on January 1, 1997 and Lieutenant
of Police on December 27, 1999.

He has served as the Records Bu-
reau Commander and is the
department’s informational technol-
ogy and media officer.

Lieutenant Brocato attended Kean
College and was appointed to the
department on September 8, 1985
and promoted to the rank of Ser-
geant on September 30, 1992 as-
signed to the Patrol Division. He has
served with the Union County Nar-
cotics Strike Force and served as an
unarmed self-defense, PR-24, in-
structor at the John H. Stamler Po-
lice Academy.

Lieutenant Maguire attended Kean
College and graduated first in his
class from the John H. Stamler Po-
lice Academy. He was appointed to
the department on August 5, 1992
and promoted to the rank of Ser-
geant on February 1, 2000 assigned
to the Patrol Division.

Sergeant Scott Rodger attended
Union College and was a dispatcher
for the department since 1986 and
appointed to the department on Feb-
ruary 1, 1989.

Sergeant John Ricerca attended
the University of Bridgeport and was
appointed to the department on Oc-
tober 1, 1992 and serves in the Patrol
Division.

Detective Gregory Hobson gradu-
ated from Northeastern University
in Boston and was appointed to the
department on February 10, 1988
and will be assigned to the Juvenile
Bureau. Detective Hobson is a certi-
fied D.A.R.E. Instructor as well as
member of the Bike Patrol.

Detective Costanzo was ap-
pointed to the department on Feb-
ruary 10, 1988 and was assigned as
a Plainclothes Officer to the Detec-
tive Bureau on January 1, 2002.
Detective Costanzo has attended nu-
merous schools related to identity
theft, cyber crimes and served as an
instructor for the State Police’s Top
Gun school.

Detective Lisa Perrotta was a meter
maid and dispatcher prior to her be-
ing appointed to the department on
July 26, 1996. Det. Perrotta is a certi-
fied D.A.R.E. officer and is assigned
to the Traffic Safety Bureau as
T.E.A.M. Coordinator and Traffic
Enforcement Personnel Supervisor.

WELCOME ABOARD…The New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts in Westfield
has reported that Loc Dao has joined
the staff of the Music Studio as a violin
instructor. Mr. Dao received his diploma
in violin from the National Conserva-
tory of Music and Drama in Saigon,
Vietnam. He also studied violin at
Rutgers University, where he obtained
several advanced science degrees. A vio-
lin teacher at the J.S. Bach School of
Music in Vietnam, Mr. Dao has also
been a private violin teacher in the
Hunterdon County region. He has had
solo performances in many area musi-
cal clubs and has performed on national
radio and television in Vietnam. In
Saigon, he was a member of the Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra and the Or-
chestra of the National Conservatory of
Music and Drama. Mr. Dao has played
with the New Brunswick Chamber Or-
chestra and the Tam-Linh Chamber
Orchestra in Vietnam, as well as the
Count Basie Theater in Red Bank and
the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
For more information on the Music Stu-
dio, please call (908) 789-9696 or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

in New Jersey, which has the highest
number of autistic students in the
country, he said.

The district’s in-district expenses
for special education will rise ap-
proximately 4.6 percent, as a result of
increases in Resource Center sup-
plies and supplies for pre-school stu-
dents with special needs.

Out-of-district expenses will rise
approximately 9.5 percent, due in
large part to an increase in state-
approved tuitions at schools where
students with particular disabilities
that cannot be accommodated in-dis-
trict are sent.

Mr. Berman noted, “The state-ap-
proved tuition increase is more than
the state-approved budget cap.” Due
to recently passed state legislation,
New Jersey school districts are lim-
ited to overall budget increases of
only 3.01 percent before spending
growth allowances are factored in.

The salaries for the department will
increase 6.1 percent in the proposed
budget, from $818,172 to $867,909.
The amount of money needed for
professional services, including
teacher evaluations, would increase
5.3 percent. The salaries for the Child
Study Team would increase 5.7 per-
cent to $1,329,365.

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, February
8. The board will further discuss the
proposed 2005-2006 budget, with an
emphasis on fine arts and athletics.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

Call for a free quote.
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Health Bd. Investigates
Ringworm Outbreak;
Groomer Closes Doors

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Regional Health Department be-
gan receiving calls last November
regarding an outbreak of ringworm
in local animals. Upon further in-
vestigation, it was determined that
the majority of the cases were
linked to The Dog Patch, a groomer
formerly located on South Avenue.

The Dog Patch is now closed
and the phone has been shut off.
Gail Cheety, an investigator for the
Board of Health who handles cases
involving communicable diseases,
stated that although the board was
involved in the inspection and dis-
infection of the location, it was not
responsible for shutting it down.

“Let’s put it this way,” Ms.
Cheety said, “She (the owner) may
have closed because of that (the
investigation), but I can’t say for
sure.”

The Board of Health does not
routinely inspect pet groomers
unless they receive complaints.
After receiving numerous com-
plaints, Ms. Cheety contacted the
Westfield Veterinary Group, which
confirmed that they were currently
treating “a few” dogs that had been
diagnosed with ringworm and had
been to The Dog Patch.

Ringworm is a contagious fun-
gus infection that can affect the
scalp, the feet and the nails of
animals and humans. Despite its
name, it has nothing to do with
worms. The name comes from the
characteristic red ring that can ap-
pear on an infected person’s skin.

Ringworm is difficult to pre-
vent. The fungus is very common,
and it is contagious even before
symptoms appear. Longhaired
dogs are especially hard to diag-
nose because the infected sight
can be hidden under fur.

Ringworm is spread either by
direct or indirect contact. People
can become infected by direct skin-
to-skin contact with an infected
person or pet. People can also get
ringworm indirectly by contact
with objects or surfaces that an
infected person or pet has touched.

The Health Department was not
able to pinpoint the origin of the
outbreak, but Ms. Cheety stated
that to prevent it, “you really have
to be up on it.” She also stated that
after the owner of The Dog Patch
thoroughly disinfected her busi-
ness no new cases were reported.

The Health Department also re-
ported that one case of a human
contracting the disease from The
Dog Patch was reported.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Special Services Up Three Percent
In Projected 2005 School Budget

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Continuing
a financially-oriented theme of late,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education heard a budget-related pre-
sentation from the Office of Special
Services at its meeting last Thursday.

The board was also treated to an
informative presentation made by
several Terrill Middle School students
about their German classes.

Thomas Beese, the Assistant Su-
perintendent In Charge of Special
Services, discussed the various com-
ponents of his department’s budget
estimates for the 2005-2006 school
year. The total budget increase is pro-
jected to be approximately 3 percent.

Among other things, Dr. Beese and
his office foresee an increase in tu-

ition for out-of-district placements in
the amount of $168,533. Further, they
believe that two positions – totaling
$120,000 in additional dollars – will
be added: a learning disabilities
teacher/consultant, and psychologist.
According to information provided
at the meeting, these positions would
be at the elementary level.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
questioned the increase in overall out-

of-district costs, particularly with re-
gard to summer costs.

These costs are projected at
$400,000 next year, compared to
$375,000 this year and $347,982 two
years ago, officials said.

Mr. Whitehouse wondered about
the efficiency of over $50,000 more
costs than those of two years ago.

In response, Dr. Beese stated that
as the expenses have gone up, so has
the need for additional services.

“Our programs are very expensive,”
he explained.

Another notable budget increase
will come in the program concerning

autism. While just over $268,000 was
committed to the autism program this
year, next year will see approximately
$316,750 put aside toward the pro-
gram. This, said Dr. Beese, will en-
sure an even higher-quality autism
program for the district.

“We can’t bring students in and
then have them be negatively ex-
posed,” he said.

In another presentation that
evening, Tanya Stevenson’s German
students presented an overview of
several activities and components they
have studied in their German classes
this year.

The fifth grade students have been
exploring three German cities – Ber-
lin, Kassel and Munich. “Frau”
Stevenson and her students learned
about the Grimm Brothers, who were
from Kassel. The sixth graders have
“e-pals” in Germany whom they com-
municate with via e-mail and instant
messaging, and seventh-grade classes
celebrated “Deutsch Day” by travel-
ing to Hofbranhaus using the Internet,
and learning about food and dance.

Emily Carroll, an eighth grader at
Terrill, explained that the technology
used in the classroom ensures that
most everyone will find something he
or she likes to use to learn. Examples
of technology include films to intro-
duce chapters, compact discs for
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Fred Rossi for The Times
COMMUNICATION UPGRADE…The 45-year-old communications tower at the
southside firehouse in Scotch Plains will be replaced by the summer with a modern
tower that will enhance communications among emergency services personnel.

New Communications Tower in S. Plains
Will Aid Area Fire and Rescue Squads

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The 121-
foot communications tower outside
the Scotch Plains southside firehouse
was put up when Dwight Eisenhower
was President and before the first
American astronaut was launched into
outer space.

It is expected that, within a few
months, a new tower will be in place
to reflect the vast leaps in communi-
cations and technology over the past
four decades.

Last week, the Township Council
approved a $484,900 bid from
Procomm Systems Inc. to construct
the new, 150-foot tower that will be
situated next to the firehouse at the
corner of Martine Avenue and Raritan
Road. Last year, the council approved
a $530,000 bond ordinance to pay for
the tower as well as improvements to
the firehouse and a generator for use
during any power outage.

“It’ll be a more powerful antenna
for radio transmissions,” explained
Township Manager Thomas Atkins.
He told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the new antenna will allow

township fire department and rescue
squad personnel to communicate on
the same radio frequency, which is

not the case at present.
The present equipment is not only

old but outdated, given that the tower

was built in 1959. The new system
will be “more effective and more ef-
ficient,” Mr. Atkins said.

Procomm, which recently built a
similar tower in Fanwood, submitted
a bid that was considerably lower
than the other seven received in De-
cember. Township officials spent time
meeting with company officials and
examining its prior work in order to
satisfy themselves that Procomm
would be able to meet the require-
ments of the project, which has been
in the works for more than a year.

Late in 2003, when the council was
about to secure the services of an
architect to draw up plans for the
tower, a neighborhood resident ob-
jected to a new tower. He cited pos-
sible negative health impacts and what
he felt would be the negative aes-
thetic effect on the neighborhood.

At that time, Mayor Martin Marks,
while acknowledging the perceptions
of such towers as health threats, said
that a number of sources, including
the Federal Communications Com-
mission and an independent study
commissioned by the township, found
no health risk associated with com-
munications towers.

Besides the improvement in com-
munications among township emer-
gency personnel, township officials
have been touting the fact that the
new tower’s half-million price tag
will pay for itself within several years
thanks to leasing agreements with
several cellular telephone providers
that will pay the township each year
for the right to place their antennas on
the new tower.

The council has already awarded

                               Betsey Burgdorf for The Times
DOGS WORST NIGHTMARE…The Dog Patch, a pet groomer formerly
located on South Avenue, closed its doors in December after numerous cases
of ringworm were reported to the Westfield Regional Health Department.

Township Budget Hike
May Depend on NJ Aid

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last week,
Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins presented his recom-
mended 2005 municipal budget,
which calls for a 3.98 percent in-
crease in township government ex-
penditures to the Township Council.

While the council has not yet been
furnished with anticipated revenue
levels — which will eventually deter-
mine this year’s property tax rate —
Mr. Atkins said he is “trying to be
optimistic that state aid levels will at
least remain the same” this year as in
2004, when assistance from Trenton
was increased slightly after being fro-
zen for three years. But he acknowl-
edged that state aid is “one of the
major hurdles that could exist this
year,” given the multi-billion dollar
deficit in the state budget.

The council will review the $20.5
million budget proposed by Mr. Atkins
during the next several weeks before
its expected introduction in late March
or early April. A public budget meet-
ing has been scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 16, at 7 p.m.

The majority of the $785,000 in-
crease in recommended appropria-
tions is due to increases in several
non-discretionary mandated areas,
including a $208,760 increase in

group health insurance premiums for
township employees; a combined
$163,875 hike in fees paid to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,
the Plainfield Area Regional Sewer-
age Authority and the Plainfield Mu-
nicipal Utilities Authority; an addi-
tional $106,033 in contributions to
the police and fire retirement system;
and an increase of more than $132,000
in Police Department salaries likely
to result from negotiations currently
underway on a new police contract.

Mr. Atkins’ budget proposal does
not include the full allotment of fund-
ing for the township’s spring clean-
up program because the council is
expected to modify the program to a
fee-based system in which residents
interested in taking part will have to
purchase a permit in order to have
their bulky waste collected.

It was anticipated that maintaining
the program would have cost the town-
ship in excess of $300,000 this year;
the proposed budget includes less than
one-third of that amount, primarily to
pay for various administrative and
other costs associated with setting up
the initial year of the new program.

Funding is also included in the
budget recommendations for various
improvements to the municipal build-
ing, the public works building and the

Modifications in Bulk Waste
Program Near in Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Township Council will likely
introduce an ordinance this month to
modify the township’s spring clean-
up program by instituting a user fee-
based system that will require resi-
dents to purchase an annual permit if

they want to dispose of large house-
hold items.

Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen provided the council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday
evening with a draft ordinance, which
he called an “enabling ordinance”
that formally changes the collection
program to a fee-based system. The

details of the program’s operation
will be done administratively instead
of by an ordinance.

Mr. Hansen recommended that the
fee structure be set out in a range
instead of a single amount to avoid
having to amend the ordinance each
time a fee increase is necessary.

The council will discuss further
one area where there is still some
disagreement, namely the question
of how far in advance of a scheduled
pick-up residents will be permitted to
place their items at the curb.

Mayor Martin Marks emphasized
that the spring clean-up program “is
not going away, but will be handled
differently.”

In other business, Scotch Plains
has filed its deer management control
application with state officials and
hopes to be able to soon award a
contract to conduct the deer reduc-
tion program in the Ashbrook Reser-
vation.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council on Tuesday evening
that, in conjunction with the deer
reduction program, state and county
officials are recommending that the
council pass an ordinance to outlaw
the feeding of certain wildlife, in-
cluding deer.

Fred Lecomte for The Times
TAKING TO THE NET...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks went on the
Internet Wednesday to champion his position calling for a New Jersey Property
Tax Convention Referendum this November. For several years, Mayor Marks has
been advocating in Trenton and throughout the state that the system needs to be
changed. His 12 minute video, produced by The Leader/Times, can be viewed at
www.goleader.com/video.

Sprint Seeks Cell Tower
On Recycling Center

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — The telecom-
munications company Sprint
wants to build a cell tower at
Fanwood’s Recycling Center, lo-
cated on North Avenue.

Representatives from the com-
pany made a presentation to the
mayor and council at Tuesday
night’s agenda meeting, request-
ing permission for the project.

Sprint representatives explained
that they are in need of a tower to
fill a gap in cellular coverage in
order to provide reliable service
for residents in the area that use
their cellular phones inside resi-
dences. They claim that their re-
search shows that they cannot uti-
lize existing towers or buildings
because the locations or heights
are not right for their needs.

The type of equipment they want
to build would either be a “mono-
pole” or a tower. Fanwood’s current
ordinance sets a maximum height
of 130 feet. Sprint stated that the
base of their proposed tower would
be 50 feet by 50 feet, and would
allow for a total of four cellular
carriers to use the equipment.

Representatives answered ques-
tions from the governing body.
Councilman Jack Molenaar voiced
concerns about the subject and felt
that the matter should be reviewed
by the borough’s planning board
before a decision is made.

He also said that he feels “un-
sympathetic” towards the
company’s request, because
Sprint’s map showed that the main
beneficiaries from the improved

service would be residents of
Scotch Plains and Westfield, yet
the tower would be built on
Fanwood property.

Mayor Colleen Mahr stated that
she and the council know that resi-
dents would have strong opinions
regarding building a cell tower at
the recycling center. She and the
council will discuss the issue and
will inform Sprint within weeks
with an answer if they are willing
to consider the project.

In other business, Fanwood po-
lice made a presentation regarding
their request that the borough au-
thorize a Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) to func-
tion in the area. This program, which
exists state and nationwide, was
established to provide citizens with
training regarding what to do in the
event of an emergency in the area.

Examples given included search-
ing for a lost child, dealing with a
major storm or how to respond after
a terrorist attack. Participants are
required to complete a 20-hour train-
ing course, and after completion,
can choose to be an official volun-
teer on the team. The borough’s
Emergency Management Coordi-
nator would be the only person that
has the power to activate the team in
the event of an emergency; no team
member would be authorized to
function on his own. The mayor and
council will vote on a resolution
instituting CERT at next week’s
council meeting.

The estimated $220,000 project
of building a pedestrian and
bikeway bridge at Sheelen’s Cross-



Page 8 Thursday, February 3, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Mr. Kelly Begins Tenure
As New Town Fire Chief
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Special Services Up Three Percent
In Projected 2005 School Budget

Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Times
THRILLER...Hillcrest Avenue in Westfield was the backdrop for Unholy, a
thriller filmed by Westfield native Sam Freeman, who serves as the movie’s
executive producer and writer. Pictured, center, actress Adrienne Barbeau
rehearses her lines with a fellow actor. The movie is expected to be released in the
summer. See story on Page 20.

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield’s fire
department is now under new leader-
ship Tuesday with the swearing-in of
Dan Kelly as the new fire chief.

A Westfielder for most of his life
since 1960 – he lived in
Summit for three years
when he first got married
– Chief Kelly has been a
town firefighter for 25
years, serving under four
chiefs during his tenure.

He was appointed a
volunteer with the depart-
ment in the fall of 1978
following his graduation
from Westfield High
School. He credits his
father, who is still an ac-
tive member of the
Westfield Fire Department, for his
interest in joining the department.

“I developed an interest in the fire
service from his (his father’s) partici-
pation as a volunteer firefighter in the
community,” he said.

His grandfather served for a brief
time as a chief of a volunteer depart-
ment in the Pittsburgh suburbs before
his grandparents moved to New
Jersey.

Chief Kelly joined the department
as a full-time, paid member in August
of 1981. He ascended to lieutenant in
August 1990, captain in November
1999 and,  most recently, deputy chief,
in May 2003.

“I think any officer’s goal is to
aspire to the office of chief,” said
Chief Kelly.

Since joining the department, Chief
Kelly worked for four chiefs.

“I am fortunate that I’ve had the
opportunity to work under different
chiefs so that I could experience four
different management styles,” he said.

Among his goals and objectives in
leading the department forward, Chief
Kelly plans to increase public educa-
tion in fire and life safety programs in
the town and develop more advanced
programs for the town firefighters.

“I’m fortunate that I have a very
young department. There has been a
lot of retirements in the last three
years,” he said. “I have a young core
of very aggressive officers.”

Although Westfield sees about a
dozen major fires a year, Chief
Kelly said the department has been
experiencing a jump in calls to the
department. In addition, mutual aid
to communities in Union County
has been on the rise as well, he
said.

“One of the other challenges the
department faces right now is the
interoperability with other agencies
with some of the new standards and
guidelines that are coming down from
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity,” said Chief Kelly.

He said this requires extra training
not only per Homeland Security

guidelines but also through standards
set forth by the National Fire Protec-
tion Association and the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs,
Division of Fire Safety.

When Chief Kelly was a child,  he
and his mother were rescued by

Westfield firefighters
from their apartment
above the old Westfield
Leader building. He
said that the fire, which
started in The Leader’s
printing presses, was
quickly extinguished.
However, firefighters
evacuated their apart-
ment as a precaution.

“The memory of
firefighters taking us out
of the building stays with
me today as if it just hap-

pened,” he said.
Chief Kelly is an investigator with

Union County Fire Investigation
Task Force. He was first assigned to
the task force in January of 1998.
He has been the chapter chairman
of the Westfield/Mountainside
American Red Cross since Septem-
ber 2002. Prior to that, he was the
past disaster chairman of the chap-
ter from September 2000 to Sep-
tember 2002.

Among professional associations,
Chief Kelly has been a member of the
International Association of Arson
Investigators since 1998; the National
Association of Fire Investigators since
2000; New Jersey Fire Prevention
and Protection Association since
2000.

In terms of fire training, Chief Kelly
has completed courses at the Na-
tional Fire Academy of the United
States Fire Administration in Mary-
land, the Bergen County Police &
Fire Academy, and the Chubb Loss
Control Division. He has completed
code enforcement courses at Essex
County College and Middlesex
County Fire Academy, and completed
courses in fire science at Union
County College in Cranford.

He has also attended numerous
courses given by the New Jersey
State Police Office of Emergency
Management and completed fire in-
vestigation studies with the New
Jersey Division of Criminal Justice
Academy. Chief Kelly has also taken
continuing education courses in code
enforcement and emergency man-
agement at Rutgers University. He
also has taken courses at the Union
County Police Academy in Scotch
Plains.

The chief has been trained in fire
prevention and investigation, emer-
gency response to terrorism, fire
fighting tactics, emergency medi-
cal procedures, arson investigation
and dealing with hazardous materi-
als.
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Modifications in Bulk Waste
Program Near In Township

Caruana, Skibitsky Vie for GOP Mayoral
Nod; Committee to Meet In Two Weeks

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Coun-
cilmen Sal Caruana and Andy Skibitsky
officially announced this week that they
would vie for the local Republican Party
nomination for mayor.

“I’ve asked that my name be consid-
ered among others for the office of
mayor,” said Councilman Caruana, who
was elected to the council in 2002.

He said if he is not successful in
garnering the committee’s bid for
mayor, he would like to be considered
for reelection to his council seat. He
declined to specify his platform, noting
he wanted the process for the commit-
tee to chose its candidate first.

“We came off a divisive time in terms
of the deck,” he said, a reference to last
November when voters defeated the
proposed $10 million downtown park-
ing deck by a margin of 80 to 20 per-
cent.

Councilman Caruana currently
serves as Vice Chairman of the council’s
Public Safety, Transportation and Park-
ing Committee. He was Chairman of
the Code Review & Town Property
Committee last year.

He is the President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Foster Capital Cor-
poration, an investment management
company he founded in 1991.

Councilman Skibitsky, who was also
elected to a three-year term represent-
ing the third ward in 2002, is also seek-
ing the party’s nod. Like Mr. Caruana,
his council term expires at the end of
the year.

“I am prepared to work hard in the
upcoming elections and I’m confident
that Westfield’s voters will recognize
my record as a council member, my
service to the community and my bi-
partisan approach to problem solving,”
Councilman Skibitsky said.

“As Mayor of Westfield, I would

continue to work toward new and inno-
vative ideas designed to
protect our residents and
further enhance the qual-
ity of living in our town. I
have been proud to repre-
sent the people of the third
ward and look forward to
serving all of my fellow
residents in the years to
come,” he said.

Councilman Skibitsky,
who serves as Vice Chair-
man of the Public Works
Committee, is a product
director with Schering
Plough.

Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21), the
Westfield Republican Mu-
nicipal Chairman, said the
Republican Committee has
received requests from
Councilmen Caruana and
Skibitsky to speak before
the committee about the
mayoral nomination.

“They are two really
good candidates. So I am
happy,” said Mr. Bramnick, who indi-
cated the committee would meet within
the next two weeks to consider the
mayoral nomination. He did not expect
any other candidates to come forward
for the nomination.

Former councilman Neil Sullivan said
several individuals had contacted him
to consider a run for mayor. Between
his personal life and the expansion of
his Westfield-based mortgage company,
“now is not the time (to take on the
duties of mayor.)”

Sal Caruana

Andy Skibitsky

“But I will stay active in any way I
can to help the community,”
Mr. Sullivan said. He said
he would have run for the
nomination had the com-
mittee not had an “appro-
priate” candidate for the
post and requested that he
run for the nomination.

He said both Republican
mayoral candidates “have
an understanding of what it
takes to be a good mayor.”
He anticipates a close may-
oral election in November.

“November elections, (in
Westfield) when the incum-
bent is not running, histori-
cally have been close,” he
said. He stated that the may-
oral hopeful with the best
vision for the town will
likely be the next mayor.

In addition to the office
mayor and the council seats
of Mr. Caruana and Mr.
Skibitsky, the seats of Sec-
ond Ward Councilman
Rafael Betancourt, a Re-

publican, and Fourth Ward Council-
man Larry Goldman, a Democrat, are
also up for reelection this year.

Westfield Municipal Democratic
Chairman Ken Rotter said the local
party is still a ways away from selecting
its candidates for mayor and council.

“We are just undergoing our
(selection) process right now,” said Mr.
Rotter. When asked whether the party
would have a complete slate for mayor and
each of the four wards he responded,
“absolutely.”

PROUD FORCE…The Westfield Police Department held their 2005 promotions
ceremony on February 1 at the town hall. Pictured, left to right, are: Detective Lisa
Perrotta, Gregory Hobson, Sergeant Scott Rodger, Lieutenant Edward Maguire,
Chief Bernard Tracy, Captain John Parizeau, Lieutenant Carmen Brocato, Sr.,
Detective Joe Costanzo and Sgt. John Ricerca.

LOCAL PERFORMERS…Megha Reddy of Scotch Plains, Shivangi Goel of
Edison and Charlotte Greaney of Scotch Plains presented a song, “Rhythm of Life”
at the Wardlaw-Hartridge Lower School’s lunchtime cabaret at the end of January.
The trio, all students in Ellen Ritz’ fourth grade class, participated in the cabaret
which featured 13 acts, ranging from piano and vocal solos to gymnastic routines
and Indian and modern dance numbers. The bi-annual cabaret gives the elemen-
tary school children the chance to perform before their peers while allowing the
other pupils to learn proper audience etiquette for concerts and recitals.
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Fire Chief Dan Kelly

bids for the leasing on the new tower
to three companies. Lin Cellular, a
joint effort between AT&T and
Cingular, bid $42,000, which ensures
its equipment is placed highest on the
new tower.

Verizon bid $27,545 and Sprint bid
$21,804, making the total for the three
bids just over $91,000 and near the
upper end of the projected range ini-
tially anticipated by township offi-
cials. The initial term for the leases
will be 10 years, with options for two
five-year extensions.

The lease costs will increase 3 per-
cent annually, so the township will
recoup the costs of the new tower in
just over five years and then see an-
nual revenue in the last five years of
the initial contract of more than
$100,000, which, township officials
have pointed out, will be a new and
creative revenue source that can be
used to offset some part of a future
property tax increase.

“After the first five years,” Mr.
Atkins said, “it will all be gravy.”

In addition, Mr. Atkins says there
will be positions on the new tower for
Westfield emergency services to en-
sure better communications among their
emergency personnel when respond-
ing to calls in the Tamaques Park area.

Fanwood will also have a position on
the new tower to assist its communica-
tions in the southern part of the borough,
particularly the King Street area, which
has experienced problems. He also noted
that Scotch Plains has a position on
Fanwood’s new tower at Borough Hall,
which will contribute to better commu-
nications on the northside.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge,
who has been a member of the fire
department for eight years, called the

new tower “a necessary upgrade” that
will “benefit all the emergency ser-
vices,” including those in Westfield
and Fanwood, and could help all three
communities in mutual aid situations.

She told The Times there are presently
dead zones where one firefighter some-
times can’t hear another one calling or
can’t effectively communicate with the
fire chief. She said such situations have
never risen to the level of dangerous,
“but it’s definitely a problem.”

The new tower, she said, “will solve
that problem.”

township library. Mr. Atkins’ budget
maintains the number of Police Depart-
ment employees at 46. He proposed
additional funding for the township’s
autumn leaf collection program, which
he said would likely have to be modi-
fied to comply with recently issued
storm water management regulations.

Mr. Atkins told the council it was
“very possible that we will have to get
into more of a structured collection
program on a neighborhood-by-
neighborhood basis,” meaning leaves
may have to be collected within a

much narrower time frame than in the
past. He said that mandatory leaf
bagging would be considered as “an
absolute last resort.”

Mr. Atkins did not endorse a re-
quest from library officials for an
additional $24,244 in funding to al-
low the Bartle Avenue facility to open
on Sunday afternoons. “I could not
support that in view of all the other
financial concerns you have,” he told
the council at its conference meeting
on Tuesday night during a brief dis-
cussion of his recommendations.

One factor in the burgeoning, and
wandering deer population in and
around the Ashbrook Reservation has
been residents setting out food for
deer The recommended ordinance
would address that matter. Mayor
Marks said it presented a “quandary”
because of the question of where to
draw the line in forbidding the feed-
ing of wildlife. He wondered whether
such an ordinance might include bird
feeders or the feeding of squirrels.

Mr. Hansen said he would review
similar ordinances enacted in other
towns and draft an ordinance. He also
said another similar ordinance may
be needed to comply with the re-
cently-issued stormwater manage-
ment regulations that would forbid
feeding of wildlife on public prop-
erty, such as in parks.

Mr. Atkins informed the council
that facility improvements, namely
to the municipal building, the public
works building on Plainfield Avenue
and the Township Library, “will be a
major priority this year.”

Last year, architectural services
were secured to evaluate the three
buildings, which are in need of roof
repairs, heating and ventilation up-
grades and other improvements.

Mr. Atkins said the evaluation of
the library building is nearly com-
plete and it’s likely that library per-
sonnel will want to meet with the
council in the next few weeks to re-
view their options.

He said that a professional review

of the municipal building and public
works facility is also nearing comple-
tion and that preliminary conclusions
about those two buildings would be
ready for review in the near future.

Late last year, the council heard a
presentation by a firm that provides
construction management services
about the possibility of securing its
services to oversee the refurbishing
of the three buildings.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
noting that several months’ time had
elapsed since that presentation, asked
her colleagues whether they were in-
terested in engaging those services.
Mayor Marks noted that “the larger
the project, the greater the need for a
construction manager,” but pointed
out that the three-building project in
Scotch Plains “is a close call” as to
whether one is needed.

While Mr. Atkins said that in his
experience, architects often are not
the best at construction management,
the council decided to wait until it
receives the evaluations of the three
buildings before deciding how to
proceed.

At next Tuesday’s regular meeting,
eight members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School DECA chapter
will sit in for the mayor and council as
well as the township manager, town-
ship attorney and township clerk and,
as they do every year, act as the govern-
ing body by running the meeting, cast-
ing votes, making announcements and
discussing matters that are pending.

music, and e-mail.
“The technology we use is great,

because there’s a type for everyone,”
said Emily.

Another student, Kaitlyn Rau, said
that students were graded at the end
of the year using a culminating as-
sessment exam. The students are given
topics on the day of the exam, and
they are graded on fluency.

Board members were very im-
pressed with the students’ demon-
stration of their German knowledge.

“It’s really great to see what hap-
pens in the classroom from the per-
spective of a student,” said board
member Betty Anne Woerner.

Ms. Stevenson commented that her
classes focus more on authenticity
than anything else. She believes it is
better to let the students “be them-
selves” to really learn how to speak
German properly.

“My goal is to give the students a
context” in which to speak, she said.

In other board business, several
members of the public commented
on various issues.

Dave Bernstein of Scotch Plains
expressed his dismay that parent-
teacher conferences required five one-
half days in November.

He explained that when factored in
with other days off in the same month,
parents would have to either take more
time off from work or hire a supervi-
sor for their kids. If time off from

work was needed, he said, parents
would be left with virtually no vaca-
tion days for other times in the year.

Dr. Carol Choye, Superintendent
of Schools, responded that this sys-
tem of parent-teacher conferences was
the most effective for the district. She
provided a list of schools and their
conference schedules, though only
Roselle, Rahway and Bridgewater
schools exhibited similar patterns.

Mr. Bernstein, who had researched
the issue on his own, stated that the
schools he contacted did not follow a
schedule mirroring Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s conference schedule.

Dr. Choye and the school board are
expected to revisit the issue to deter-
mine whether any modifications can
be made.

Scotch Plains resident Al Muller
commented on the expected rise in
the school board’s budget for next
year. He also referenced the increas-
ing county budget, which in turn
would impact the school budget.

Board member Lance Porter ex-
pressed his frustration with the county
budget situation, and he also took a
slight jab at the freeholder board. It
was announced recently by the free-
holders that they approved retroac-
tive pay raises for department heads.

Quipped Mr. Porter, “Unlike the
freeholders and the county budget,
there will be no retroactive pay raises
(for the board members).”

ing will be funded in part by a $200,000
grant from the state’s Department of
Transportation’s Municipal Aid pro-
gram, Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
informed the council in his Public
Works report. Mr. Pryor is reviewing
proposed design drawings, and the
project will be awarded by June 1.

The senior citizens group, which
uses the recreation building at Forest
Road Park for its meetings and activi-
ties, has been looking forward to the
installation of a full-service kitchen.
A contractor will be awarded the
project next week.

The second reading of the ordinance
amending the Downtown Redevelop-
ment Plan will be held at next week’s
council meeting, which begins at 7:30
p.m. The public will have the opportu-
nity to speak on the matter.

Enchantments, a gift store located
on South Avenue, will receive a pre-
sentation from the borough at next
week’s council meeting, recognizing
their 15-year anniversary.

Westfield Police Department
Promotes Eight In Ceremony

WESTFIELD – Eight police offic-
ers received promotions in the
Westfield Police Department at a cer-
emony held in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building on Tuesday, February 1.

Officers promoted were: Captain
John Parizeau; Lieutenant Carmen
Brocato, Jr.; Lieutenant Edward
Maguire; Sergeant Scott Rodger; Ser-
geant John Ricerca; Detective Gre-
gory Hobson; Detective Joseph
Costanzo and Detective Lisa Perrotta.

Captain John Parizeau graduated
from the College of New Jersey and
was appointed to the department on
March 29, 1981. He was promoted to
the rank of plainclothes on February
1, 1987 and assigned to the Juvenile
and Detective Bureaus, Sergeant on
July 1, 1988, Detective Sergeant on
January 1, 1997 and Lieutenant of
Police on December 27, 1999.

He has served as the Records Bu-
reau Commander and is the
department’s informational technol-
ogy and media officer.

Lieutenant Brocato attended Kean
College and was appointed to the
department on September 8, 1985
and promoted to the rank of Sergeant
on September 30, 1992 assigned to
the Patrol Division. He has served
with the Union County Narcotics
Strike Force and served as an un-
armed self-defense, PR-24, instruc-
tor at the John H. Stamler Police
Academy.

Lieutenant Maguire attended Kean
College and graduated first in his
class from the John H. Stamler Police

Academy. He was appointed to the
department on August 5, 1992 and
promoted to the rank of Sergeant on
February 1, 2000 assigned to the Pa-
trol Division.

Sergeant Scott Rodger attended
Union College and was a dispatcher
for the department since 1986 and
appointed to the department on Feb-
ruary 1, 1989.

Sergeant John Ricerca attended the
University of Bridgeport and was
appointed to the department on Octo-
ber 1, 1992 and serves in the Patrol
Division.

Detective Gregory Hobson gradu-
ated from Northeastern University in
Boston and was appointed to the de-
partment on February 10, 1988 and
will be assigned to the Juvenile Bu-
reau. Detective Hobson is a certified
D.A.R.E. Instructor as well as mem-
ber of the Bike Patrol.

Detective Costanzo was appointed
to the department on February 10,
1988 and was assigned as a Plain-
clothes Officer to the Detective Bu-
reau on January 1, 2002. Detective
Costanzo has attended numerous
schools related to identity theft, cyber
crimes and served as an instructor for
the State Police’s Top Gun school.

Detective Lisa Perrotta was a meter
maid and dispatcher prior to her be-
ing appointed to the department on
July 26, 1996. Det. Perrotta is a certi-
fied D.A.R.E. officer and is assigned
to the Traffic Safety Bureau as
T.E.A.M. Coordinator and Traffic
Enforcement Personnel Supervisor.
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Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner

tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

The Westfield Leader since 1890

A D V E R T I S I N G  2 0 0 5I N F O R M A T I O N

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times since 1959

This Is Westfield  May 5, 2005
This spring, our 33rd annual This Is Westfield publication
will be mailed to every household in Westfield. Several thou-
sand additional copies will be mailed/distributed to others in
the region. It will published on goleader.com. It is a year-
round keepsake, reference and a gift for newcomers.

A must for business. Don't miss this special publication.
Order and submit your advertisement now.

For details, see www.goleader.com/tiw
e-mail to sales@goleader.com, call (908) 232-4407

This Is Westfield features business, education, civic, gov-
ernment and cultural organizations. It is distributed by many
groups such as realtors, libraries and government.

Note to organizations: Update your contact information now
by filling out the form at www.goleader.com/tiw.

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

Construction On Wooded LotsTREE TIPS:
By: Martin Schmiede, President of Schmiede Tree Expert Company

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE EXPERT CO., INC.  • 908-233-TREE

Many people have paid

for wooded lots only to find a year

or two later that they own a stand

of uncut dead firewood.  They did

not take precautions during con-

struction.  Excavators are not

arborists.  They do not know

the special requirements of

trees.  Retaining consulting

arborists before the first earth

is turned are very shrewd in-

vestments.

Trees on wooded

lots or in newly developed

areas go through shock peri-

ods.  Developments change

water-tables.  Water is no

longer where the roots have

been accustomed to its life-

providing levels.  Tree trunks

previously sheltered in forest-like

environments are suddenly ex-

posed to sunlight and wind.

Weakly sheltered root

systems are subject to freezing,

drying and uprooting.  Dis-

turbed root systems allow only

partial production.  Split and

shattered roots invite fungus

and reduce anchorage.  Roots

sheared off by construction

equipment take a long time to

regrow.  The damage is swift;

the reconstruction is slow.

Certain trees, espe-

cially the beeches, live in sym-

biotic relationships with

mycrohyzzia fungus strands.

The strands attach themselves to

the roots of these trees, provid-

ing the roots with partially di-

gested nutrients.  Severe distur-

bances result when these benefi-

cial fungus strands are damaged

or destroyed.

The two most common

causes of tree deaths on wooded

lots, however, are grade changes

in elevations and construction

equipment hitting trunks.  The

problems of equipment striking

trees should be obvious, but the

property owner should ensure

that undisturbed islands are left

around trees to be saved.  The

clearing of these protective is-

lands should be by hand.  If this

is done, the excavators are re-

sponsible if construction

equipment comes too close to

the trees.

It is additionally wise

and prudent to fence off these

islands.  Elevation changes as

little as six inches can kill

trees.  Raising the grade lev-

els will cause oxygen starva-

tion of the root systems.

Lowering the grades will ex-

pose the roots to air, drying

them out so they will not ab-

sorb water.

These problems can be

remedied.  Build wells around

trees when the grades surround-

ing them  must be raised.  These

can be constructed attractively

using bricks or timbers.  If the

grade levels must be lowered,

berms can be erected around the

affected root areas.

If paying premium prices

for wooded lots, it is worth some

extra dollars consulting arborists to

assure that the trees will survive the

construction periods.  Every new

house deserves some old trees!

Children’s Yoga: Children’s Yoga is
taught using age appropriate techniques.
The early spring session will be held
for pre-schoolers through March.
Classes, which began yesterday, will
take place on Wednesdays through
March 23. Call the Recreation Depart-
ment to sign up.

Spring Break Golf Camp: This
hands-on camp is for ages eight to 14
and will be held at the Oak Ridge Golf
Course in Clark with teaching pro Bill
McCluney.  This course will be given
Monday through Wednesday,  April 4
to 6. Course times are 8:30 to 11:30
a.m. or noon to 3 p.m.  The fee is $99
per child.

Karate: Classes are for ages five
and older, and are held at Karate N’
Motion in Westfield. Classes are of-
fered at the beginning and intermedi-
ate levels and are held on Thursdays or
Saturdays. Times are as follows: Thurs-
days, February 3 through April 7, 5:30
to 6:30 p.m., for children age eight and
over; Saturdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.,
February 5 to April 9, for  children
ages  five  to seven. The $55 cost per
child  is  in addition to the $25 price of
the required uniform. Uniforms  can
be purchased at Karate N’ Motion.

Pre-School Dance: Geared for chil-
dren ages three to five years old,  classes
have begun and will be held at the
Westfield School of Dance on Wednes-
days, from  9:30 to 10:15 a.m., through
June 8. The cost of the program is
$185 per child.

Soccer Squirts:This one-hour
course introduces  children ages three
to five years old to group experiences
and basic motor skills through soccer
related activities. The course will be
held at Tamaques Park on Tuesdays
from 10 to 11 a.m.  or  from  1:15 to
2:15 p.m.  from  April 19 to May 31.
The cost of the program is $95 per
child.

Multi Sports:  This one-hour  course
introduces children ages three to five

years old to a variety of sports from
around the world. The course will be
held in Tamaques Park on Mondays
from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.  or from  noon
to 1 p.m. from April 18 to June 6.
There will be no class on Memorial
Day, May 30. The fee for the program
is $95 per  child.

Night Place: The Night Place pro-
gram is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all middle school
students for a nominal fee. The pro-
gram is held from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School. The cost
is $2 in advance and $3 at the door. The
dates are:  February 11,  April 15, and
May 13.

Teen Center: The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of  7
and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.

Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building
Community Room, 425 East Broad
Street, through  February 10 at a cost
of $65 per person.

Atlantic City Trip to Bally’s: Satur-
day, February 12, from  9 a.m. to 8:30
p.m.  The cost is $26 per person and
the  bus  departs  at 9 a.m.

Rent: Thursday, March 3,  at 8 p.m.
This musical will be performed at the
State Theatre in New Brunswick. The
cost is $52 per person and the bus
departs at 7 p.m.

The Temptations and the Four
Tops: Sunday, March 13, at 7 p.m.
Two  of  Motown’s best-loved groups
team up at the State Theatre. The cost
is  $65 per  person and the bus  departs
at 6 p.m.

 Kodo Drummers: Wednesday,
March 16, at 8 p.m. at the State
Theatre.  This act  explores tradi-
tional Japanese drum.  The cost is
$60 per person and the bus  departs
at 7 p.m.

Union County Moving Ahead on Purchase
Of Former Industrial Site in Berkeley Heights

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The County free-
holder board moved a step closer last
week to acquiring a 17-acre former
industrial site in Berkeley Heights for
$13 million. The acquisition was first
announced last October.

The purchase represents a joint
agreement between the county and
the township, with the county paying
$8 million and the township $5 mil-
lion. Last Thursday, the freeholders
introduced an ordinance to authorize
the purchase, including the issuance
of bonds. A public hearing, followed
by a vote to adopt the ordinance, will
be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Febru-
ary 10, in the county’s administration
building in Elizabeth.

Originally slated for development
of 259 residential units, the prop-
erty, located off Snyder Avenue, will
now be home to a senior citizen
center, playing fields and a recre-
ation area. Berkeley Heights will
retain four acres of their portion of
the acreage to operate a senior cen-
ter, and also will be responsible for
the maintenance of the playing fields
and recreation area that will be de-
veloped by the county on its portion
of the property.

The Snyder Avenue property cur-
rently contains two vacant industrial
buildings, which housed Shaw Plas-
tics and the former Barry Oil Service/
Duffy Fuels facility.

According to county officials,
part of the property is contami-
nated with asbestos and oil. As a
condition of sale, the current owner
of the property has agreed to clean
up the land.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, Chair-
man of the Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Commit-
tee, said the purchase of the property
would provide “open space and in-
creased recreational opportunities for
our children and seniors.”

The acquisition of the Berkeley
Heights property brings the total num-
ber of acres preserved under the
county’s open space fund to 127.
Among land preserved through the
fund to date are: the 63-acre Ameri-
can Water property off Glenside Av-
enue in Summit; the 13-acre Esposito
Farm off Madison Hill Road in Clark;
a five-acre parcel off of Green Lane
in Union; the 23-acre Sevell Farm
and Ponderosa on Cooper Road in
Scotch Plains, and the six-acre
Peterson Farm in Plainfield.

In other business, the board ap-

proved a resolution to hire Metuchen-
based Goose Control Technology of
New Jersey for the purpose of man-
aging the Canada geese population
that is rampant in county parks.

County Manager George Devanney
said the $115,000 contract is the maxi-
mum amount of money that will be
paid to the company this year. He said
that if the program is successful early
on in reducing the geese population,
the full amount of the contract would
not be used.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he was concerned the county
might be looking at this kind of ex-
penditure every year.

Mr. Devanney said it was impor-
tant that the county conduct a man-
agement program every year to con-
trol the number of geese in county
parks.

Charles Sigmund, Director of the
Parks and Recreation Department,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Goose Control Technology, which
was used last year, will remove geese
from the parks over a two-day period
this summer. The geese will be trans-
ported by truck to a processing plant
in New York and given to food banks.

The county will conduct a sam-
pling of county parks in advance of
the program to determine where the
highest geese populations are located.
Mr. Sigmund said golf courses and
parkland where water is present have
the biggest geese problem.

Two years ago, the county was criti-
cized by animal rights groups for a
geese management program whereby
geese were removed from parks, placed
in trucks and gassed. The program was
conducted by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vices and county employees.

At Thursday’s meeting, the board
also approved a resolution for the
county to pick up half the costs of deer
management programs conducted by
municipalities on county-owned prop-
erty. The maximum the county would
pay is $15,000 this year.

Freeholders Al Mirabella of
Fanwood, board Vice Chairman, and
Freeholder Nancy Ward of Linden
voted against the resolution, which
was approved by a 6-2 tally. Free-
holder Ward was the only freeholder
to vote against the geese control con-
tract, which passed 7-1.

The board also approved a $30,000
contract to Harbor Consultants of
Cranford to provide general engineer-
ing services for potential future ac-
quisitions for the county’s open space
fund.

During the public portion of

Thursday’s meeting, Mr. Paterson, a
2004 Republican candidate for free-
holder, was critical of the proposed
budget put forward by the county
manager.

He said the county tax levy has
jumped in the past five years from
$150 million to $224 million, when
the open space fund is factored into
the total figure.

“Taxes went up almost 50 percent
in five years,” said Mr. Paterson, not-
ing that the county portion of prop-
erty tax bills would rise 7 percent this
year alone if the proposed budget is
approved.

He said overall county spending
has jumped from $306 million in 2000
to $374 million in the proposed 2005
budget.

“It’s all financial failure,” Mr. Pater-
son said. He blasted the board for
approving salary increases to depart-
ments this past December. “You guys
just spend willy nilly,” he remarked.

Most county department heads,
who receive over $100,000 in annual
income, received between 3 and 5.5
percent raises that were retroactive to
January 2004.

“I heard words given like perfor-
mance (as a reason for the raises),”
Mr. Paterson said. “There was no
performance.”

Garwood resident and 2004 Re-
publican Freeholder candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi asked the board
to take a look at the beauty and cos-
metology room at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains. She said the chairs in
the room are broken and the equip-
ment aging.

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times
SAVED FROM DEVELOPMENT…The Union County freeholders are expected
to adopt an ordinance this month paving the way for a joint purchase with Berkeley
Heights of this 17-acre site in the township. The land will be spared from develop-
ment and instead feature a senior center, playing fields and a recreation area.

Union County Receives
$4 Million HUD Grant
COUNTY – The Union County Board

of Chosen Freeholders and Congress-
man Mike Ferguson (R-7th) announced
last Thursday that the county has been
awarded more than $4 million by the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to help provide
shelter and care for those without a
home of their own.

The federal department’s Con-
tinuum of Care Homeless Assistance
program provides funding for a range
of assistance programs to homeless
persons, including transitional hous-
ing, permanent housing and a variety
of supportive services, Congressman
Ferguson said.

 “These federal dollars will help im-
portant organizations throughout Union
County provide helpful support services
to our community,”he said.

Of the $4,023,425 allotted to Union
County organizations, the breakdown
includes: Interfaith Council for the
Homeless of Union County, $699,457;
the County of Union, $2,277,468;
American Red Cross, $173,705; Com-
munity Access Unlimited, $564,271,
and Bridgeway Rehabilitation Center,
$77,510.

HUD said these groups would use the
funding to develop housing and related
services for people moving from
homelessness to independent living.

Additionally, Union County re-
ceived $231,014 for Emergency Shel-
ter Grants (ESG), which provide home-
less persons with basic shelter and
essential supportive services.

“This award will go a long way
toward helping individuals and fami-
lies find permanent housing in our
communities,” said Union County
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor.

“I was just disappointed in the way
the room looked,” she said, noting the
county should look to spruce it up.
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Westfield Memorial Library:  February 2005 Events 
 

Adult Programs 
February 4 at 1:30 PM    TGIF: Paul Robeson  

February 11 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Walt Whitman 

February 18 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Mount Vernon 

February 25 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Let’s Sing: Music of the 1940’s 

  

Children’s Programs 
February 1 & 2 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 1 & 2 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 4 at 10:30 AM Time for Tales 

February 5 at 10:00 AM Father Goose’s Tales 

February 7 at 1:30 PM Time for Tales 

February 8 & 9 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 8 & 9 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 10 at 3:45 PM Roses are Red...Violets are Blue...  

February 11 at 10:30 AM Time for Tales 

February 14 at 1:30 PM Time for Tales 

February 15 & 16 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 15 & 16 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 18 at 10:30 AM  Time for Tales 

February 22 & 23 at 9:45 AM Mother Goose Lapsit 

February 22 & 23 at 10:30 AM Little Listeners  

February 26 at 10:00 AM Rodeo Round-Up with Yosi 
 

All programs free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders; 
pre-registration or age restrictions may apply to children’s programs. 

Please call the Library for further information. 

 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield, NJ 07090  908-789-4090 

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs

Ammonium Nitrate Bill
Clears State Assembly

Ferguson Named to Key
Telecommunications Panel

TRENTON – Assembly Bill A-
3260 which requires the identifica-
tion and record keeping of the pur-
chase of ammonium nitrate fertilizer,
received approval by the General
Assembly on January 24.

As a member of the Law and Public
Safety Committee, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) was a prime spon-
sor of this bill. He said the introduc-
tion of this bill was in response to the
growing use of ammonium nitrate in
terrorist bombs.

A recent federal Department of
Homeland Security bulletin warned
that terrorists might use ammonium
nitrate bombs to strike the country’s

public transportation. This bill re-
quires persons licensed to manufac-
ture or distribute fertilizer in New
Jersey to obtain a photo identification
of anyone buying restricted commer-
cial fertilizer.

Over the past two years ammo-
nium nitrate bombs were used in a
series of deadly international bomb-
ings. These chemicals were also used
in the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing
as well as in the 1993 World Trade
Center Attack. While ammonium ni-
trate has legitimate uses in the farm-
ing and industrial explosive indus-
tries, its safe distribution must be
monitored.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congress-
man Mike Ferguson (R-7th) last
Wednesday was appointed to the
House Energy and Commerce Sub-
committee on Telecommunications
and the Internet, which will be con-
sidering a comprehensive overhaul
of telecommunications laws govern-
ing broadband and telephone service
over the Internet.

Congressman Ferguson’s Seventh
District, which includes portions of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union counties, is home to several of
the nation’s leading telecommunica-
tions firms.

AT&T’s headquarters is in
Bedminster; equipment manufacturer
Lucent is located in Murray Hill;
Verizon Wireless, which serves more
than 42 million voice and data cus-
tomers, is located in Bedminster; and
Vonage, which is located in Edison, is
the nation’s leading provider of
Internet telephone service, also called
VoIP.

“The pace of technological change
in recent years has been both impres-
sive and positive for consumers, and

as a member of this key subcommit-
tee I will be a strong advocate for
continued innovation in wire, wire-
less and Internet development and
deployment,” Congressman Ferguson
said.

In addition to the telecommunica-
tions panel, Congressman Ferguson
also will retain his positions on the
Energy and Commerce subcommit-
tees on Health; Oversight and Inves-
tigations; and Commerce, Trade and
Consumer Protection.

Congressman Ferguson first won
appointment to the Energy and Com-
merce Committee in 2003. Created
more than two centuries ago, the com-
mittee is the oldest legislative stand-
ing panel in the House of Representa-
tives.

It also enjoys the broadest legisla-
tive responsibility of any House com-
mittee, including telecommunica-
tions, consumer protection, food and
drug safety, public health, air quality
and environmental health, the supply
and delivery of energy, and interstate
and foreign commerce, Congressman
Ferguson said.

WEIGHT-LOSS
PHOBIAS
ALCOHOL

BULIMIA
ANXIETY

MARIJUANA

CHRONIC PAIN
PANIC ATTACK

TOBACCO

Medical
Hypnosis
“Last year, I helped more

than 1200 teens and adults

without drugs or side-effects.”

Dr. Ron Glassman, PhD, MPH
Board Certified   Registered   Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

Private Appointment  908-301-0039
Mountainside, NJ

AMA-approved www.MedicalHypnosis.info

Port Authority Ship-to-Rail
Terminals Set New Record

COMMUNITY EFFORT…James Fitzgerald, Vice President, Government Bank-
ing, Valley National Bank, presents Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti with
a $5,000 check from the bank to assist in the funding of a new clock for the
community. The clock will be constructed in front of the bank’s Mountain Avenue
branch. In addition to donating the funds, the bank also donated the land where
the clock will be erected. Judith Burt, Assistant Manager for Valley Mountainside
Branch, is holding a digital photo of the Mountain Avenue intersection with a
picture of the clock superimposed into the photo.

REGIONAL – ExpressRail, the
Port Authority’s ship-to-rail termi-
nals in New Jersey, shattered a record
for container volume in 2004, han-
dling 22 percent more containers than
in 2003.

The ExpressRail terminals handled
283,529 containers in 2004. The pre-
vious record was set in 2003, when
232,867 containers were transported
from the marine terminals to Port
Authority rail facilities.

The substantial growth in rail traf-
fic at the port was due to growth in
containerized trade with Asia, com-
bined with the opening of the
ExpressRail Newark facility in 2003
and the first phase of the new
ExpressRail Elizabeth facility in Oc-
tober 2004.

New Jersey Acting Governor Rich-
ard Codey said, “Our port is a major
source of jobs and economic activity
for New Jersey and for the region. By
increasing our ability to move cargo
by rail from the port to the market-
place in a timely, cost-efficient man-
ner, we will continue to stimulate
economic activity in the state while
protecting and preserving the envi-
ronment.”

Port Authority Chairman Anthony
R. Coscia said, “These numbers
clearly show that our planned $600
million investment in port rail infra-
structure has produced positive re-

sults.
“Our rail program eliminated thou-

sands of regional truck trips last year,
and also spurred substantial environ-
mental benefits that will improve the
quality of life for those who live or
work in the region.”

The dramatic increase in
ExpressRail activity came during a
year when total container volumes at
the port are up substantially. During
the first nine months of 2004 – the
most recent data available – the num-
ber of shipping containers handled at
the port rose by 11 percent over the
same period in 2003.

In addition to the New Jersey ter-
minals, a new rail terminal is under
construction at the New York Con-
tainer Terminal on Staten Island. That
facility will open in early 2006.

Committing, Getting Involved
By Attending Sporting Events

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Do you recall the last time you
attended an athletic event and had a
problem finding a seat? Did you
know that athletes, coaches and
cheerleaders really get pumped up
participating in front of their stu-
dent body, parents and alumni? Are
you pleased with some of those pre-
game music renditions at basket-
ball games?

Our local schools have provided
opportunities for individual students
to grow physically, socially and intel-
lectually through their experience in
self-discipline and their contribution
to team effort that is made possible
through competitive athletics.

The purpose of “Getting In-
volved” in school athletics is both
educational and recreational. Ath-
letic programs encourage partici-
pation by as many boys and girls as
possible and should be carried on
with the best interests of the partici-
pants as the primary consideration.
Local athletic programs are well
organized and have a positive influ-
ence on the morale of the high school
student body. Emphasis is geared
towards the development of good
attitudes among students and the
public in losing, as well as winning
situations. Focus is also put on how
well the team or individual played
the game with respect to skills and
sportsmanship.

“Getting Involved” by attending
sports events is not only beneficial to
the students’ educational career but
also to generating a positive atmo-
sphere and creating strong, dedicated
future leaders. Student involvement
is important, not only to the school
and education, but to creating re-
sponsible and hard-working leaders
of tomorrow.

Informing and reminding students
about every athletic program and giv-
ing the student an opportunity to at-
tend a sports event they may be inter-
ested in should be available. Perhaps
the development of a “Buddy Pro-
gram” which is designed to make the
transition from junior to high school
a little easier. It is crucial and impor-

tant for the student to know why and
how they can “Get Involved” in at-
tending sports events.

Athletes and their buddies could
get together at the junior high school
for a pep talk and go through (in
detail) exactly what they are going to
do. (It also would be nice to design a
T-shirt for the athlete to wear so stu-
dents can spot them). The athletes
could take them on a tour of the high
school athletic facilities and explain
what the school culture is as well as
talk to them about what to expect in
high school.

Develop a “Getting Involved Sur-
vey” to find out just what the stu-
dents want and determine what
their opinions are about the ath-
letic programs. The athletes may
then evaluate completed surveys;
the athletic staff, school educators
and counselors, to see what im-
provements or suggestions can be
accomplished.

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and
I remember, involve me and I learn.”
– Benjamin Franklin.

Below are guides for good sports-
manship:

The Acceptable “Fives:
1. Applaud during introduction of

players, coaches and officials and at
the end of a contest for the perfor-
mance of all participants.

2. Shake hands with participants and
coaches at the end of the contest, re-
gardless of outcome.

3. Accept all decisions of officials.
4. Engage in positive school yells in

a respectful manner.
5. Encourage surrounding people to

display only sportsmanlike conduct.
The Unacceptable Fives:

1. Yelling during the opponent’s free-
throw attempt, in a disrespectful man-
ner, or to antagonize opponents.

2. Booing or heckling an official,
coach, player or cheerleader.

3. Refusing to shake hands or give
recognition for good performances.

4. Blaming the loss of a game on
officials, coaches or participants.

5. Using profanity or displaying an-
ger that draws attention away from the
game.

Union County Clerk’s Office
Records Highest Revenue

COUNTY — The office of the
Union Country Clerk recorded the
highest revenue in history for the
department in 2004, according to
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.

Close to $36 million was gener-
ated, $12.4 million of which was re-
alized for the county. The $36 million
generated by the Clerk’s Office rep-
resents a 40 percent over 2003 and a
130 percent increase over 2002.

“This is by far one of the highest
revenues Union County has ever re-
ceived from any department in its
history and a  40 percent increase
over 2003,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

The lowest prime interest rate in
more than 40 years spurred and main-
tained the real estate re-financing
frenzy, which began in 2002, accord-
ing to the Ms. Rajoppi.

She said the strong market in New
Jersey prompted the second highest
number of mortgages, 46,047, re-
corded in the 146-year-old history of
the Clerk’s office.

In addition, the number of searches
on the Clerk’s Website last year aver-
aged about 3,662 visits per day.

The Clerk reported that 44 persons
applied for a subscribers account to
search the  site in 2004 for total rev-

County Updating
Volunteer Directory

COUNTY – The County of Union
is seeking non-profit, cultural and
social service agencies, as well as
government agencies and organiza-
tions, who wish to be included in the
new 2005 Union County Volunteer
Directory.

 Those seeking to volunteer may
browse the directory at www.ucnj.org.
For more information, call Susan
Pepper at (908) 527-4753.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net
www.goleader.com

enue of $37,100 to the clerk’s office,
a 25 percent revenue increase from
2003. Since its inception, the total
revenue realized from this program is
$80,000.

Thousands of people visited the
clerk’s homepage, located at
www.ucnj.org, in 2004. Requests for
information were made for passport,
notary public, and election and re-
cording matters.

The County Clerk expanded its
optical scan program for absentee
ballots for the primary election in
June 2003. More than 10,000 absen-
tee ballots were read using this method
in last year’s Presidential Election.

“This new program,” said Ms.
Rajoppi, “reduces the possibility of
any errors or questionable votes due
to hanging or pregnant chads that
other states experienced. Union
County now has a modern, clean vot-
ing system which parallels the latest
voting technology.”

Northside Trattoria 
 

 
16 Prospect Street 

908.232.7320 

     Valentine’s Day 
Jazz Dinner 

Monday Feb. 14th 2005 
2 Seatings 6:30 & 9:30 

 
Join us with the one you love for a 5 course 

gourmet meal while being serenaded by the 
Master of Bosa Nova 

Mr. Paolo Pinho and his Trio di Brasilia. 
 

A unique dining experience for a Valentine’s Day 
you will not forget. 

Now Taking Reservations  
$175.00/couple 

Tax included, 18% Gratuity added at time of sale 

Due to the nature of these events  
all sales are final. 
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Singultus – A hiccup
2. Lazaretto – A public hospital for

lepers
3. Trophic – Having to do with nutri-

tion
4. Taube – A type of German mono-

plane having pigeon-shaped wings

ZEEKOE
1. The hippopotamus
2. A German helmet with a sharp metal

spike
3. A wedge
4. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
KRANG

1. Second-class; something of lesser
value

2. The shattering effect of a sudden
burst of energy, as in an explosion

3. Spittle
4. The body of a whale stripped of its

blubber
PHILAUTY

1. Pleasing, charming or delightful
2. A selfish regard for oneself
3. Self confidence; ability
4. Understanding; perceptiveness

STOIT
1. Slow-moving; sluggish
2. To run abandon; decamp
3. To stagger or stumble
4. Sturdy; solid

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Shock Jock Crossed
Line In Thrashing
Acting Gov.’s Wife

Fellow New Jerseyans, this Shock Jock
does not deserve notoriety. The other day,
the line was crossed! When Craig Carton
of radio station WKXW verbally “trashed”
our acting Governor’s wife, he “trashed”
all people who suffer from depression.

Depression can be a serious handicap.
Mrs. Codey is commendable for speak-
ing about her personal issues. An in-
formed public is less fearful and is more
likely to seek the good help that is avail-
able today.

Listening to “The Jersey Guys,” it
seems that Mr. Carton likes to “rile up”
his listeners, dragging a subject ad
nauseum, then at times, verbally attack-
ing or hanging up on callers who try to
educate or share differences of opinion.
Recently, he suggested that his radio show
has the “power” to influence the way that
New Jerseyans vote. Don’t most people
think for themselves?

Certainly, Mr. Carton’s behavior is not
helpful to society. Perhaps Mr. Carton
suffers from some form of behavioral
disorder. Maybe he could learn about
taking responsibility for his own actions.
The New Jersey radio listeners can hope
that Mr. Carton eventually speaks the
error of his ways and gives a decent and
honorable contribution to us. Thank you
for this opportunity to speak.

Susan Covert
Westfield

Fundraiser Is Chance to Help Family
Of Custodian Who Gave So Much

On September 2, 2004, a terrible trag-
edy befell our community. Salvatore “Sam”
Spadaro, 45, died suddenly of a massive
heart attack. Sam left behind his wife,
Cindy,  and three young children, Salvatore,
11; Antonio, 9; and Gabriella, 5.

The Spadaros are long-time residents of
Scotch Plains and are active in our com-
munity, schools, church, sports programs,
Boy Scouts and Brownies. Sam was an
employee of the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
Board of Education and worked as head
custodian at the Terrill Middle School.

Sam’s untimely death has caused tre-
mendous grief for his wife, children and
extended family. His loss has also caused
unexpected long-term financial difficul-
ties for his wife and children.

Nonetheless, Cindy and the children
have found strength in one another and
have carried on. Having always been an
extremely generous and caring family,
their selflessness and kindness has con-
tinued in Sam’s memory.

For instance, only days after Sam’s
funeral, Cindy and the children carried on
with the family’s plans to hold a neigh-
borhood garage/bake sale with proceeds
benefiting a child suffering from spinal
bifida and in need of a wheelchair.

In an attempt to give back to this won-
derful family some of what they have
always unselfishly given to others, The
Friends of The Spadaros are planning the

first annual “get-together fundraiser” to
be held on Friday, March 18, at the Italian
American Hall in Scotch Plains.

We hope and pray that with the help of
community businesses and individuals,
we can at least ease some of the family’s
financial burden.

Their heartbreaking emotional loss will
endure, but hopefully the family can rest
assured with the knowledge that during
his life, Sam touched so many people who
now are ready and willing to assist those
he loved.

In this regard, we kindly ask that mem-
bers of our community consider making a
contribution toward this fundraiser. Your
contribution may take whatever form you
choose – from money to gift certificates,
gift baskets, products or services that will
be offered as raffle prizes during the ben-
efit dinner.

Additionally, corporate contributions
to the “Spadaro Children 2005 Minors
Trust” would greatly help the future of
these three young children left fatherless.

All contributions will aid in making
this fundraiser a success and are greatly
appreciated by the Spadaro family and all
of us planning this event. Contributions
may be mailed directly to: Karen Stone,
119 Woodland Avenue, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.

Karen Stone
Fanwood

Residents Must Become Involved
To Make a Difference in Tax Bills

Opponent of Deer Hunts Blames
Problem on Overdevelopment

I am writing to voice my opposition to
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks pro-
posal to conduct a deer hunt in both the
Watchung and Ashbrook reservations,
possibly this winter.

My husband and I moved to Scotch
Plains 15 years ago. Since our move, every
part of Scotch Plains that was not devel-
oped has been. The only habitat left for the
deer are the reservations and the local golf
courses. The township has overdeveloped
the area, and now wishes to kill the deer in
the areas it has defined for them.

The Humane Society of the U.S. says
on its website, www.hsus.org, that hunt-
ing to prevent overpopulation is not ef-
fective and can in fact contribute to the
growth of deer herds.

Heavily hunted states such as Ohio and
Pennsylvania are among those experi-
encing higher deer densities than ever
before.

The hunt in the Watchung Reservation
has been conducted since 1994, despite
that it was to be a one- to three-year
program. Hunting has obviously not
solved overpopulation.

Since the township has overdeveloped
the area, I believe it shares some culpabil-
ity in finding a solution that is safe, hu-
mane and effective.

If there are other Scotch Plains resi-
dents who do not condone this hunt, please
contact Mayor Marks at (908) 322-6700.

Ann Berk
Scotch Plains

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Here are several questions which
were not answered at the end of 2004
and need to be addressed.

To the frustrated mother who has a
three-year-old who opens up Oreo
cookies, takes out and eats the cream
and then returns the chocolate crack-
ers into the box (and whose husband
thinks this is cute and encourages it):

First, tell your husband this is inap-
propriate and unsanitary for others
who want to eat Oreos, and then, tell
your son he cannot do this. He will
need the constant setting of limits
from both parents. To avoid further
power struggles, buy cookies without
cream in them!

To the grandmother who feels guilty
because she is unable to leave money
to her children when she passes away
(bad investments, limited income):

We, as parents, try to do the best we
can to provide for our children; how-
ever, money is not the only way in
which we provide. We, hopefully,
offer care, security, nurturance, sup-
port and the determination to have a
meaningful life. Here’s hoping you’ve
done this – feel that you have offered
them the world!

I love this quote, which I read re-
cently: “What we leave in our chil-
dren is more important than what we
leave our children.”

To the mother who feels uncom-
fortable because her daughter is
ashamed of her European accent:

This is nothing for which to feel
ashamed. Instead of being defensive,
ask your daughter if she would like to
learn how to speak the language with
which you grew up – and be proud of
it!

To the young man who drinks con-
stantly at every party or gathering,

then feels sick and throws up, but
keeps saying he has no drinking prob-
lem:

Trust me, you do. You are in a state
of denial. The situation will worsen.
You have to admit, now, that you have
a problem and get help by contacting
AA, a therapist, etc. You also imply
that you smoke pot frequently. It’s
about time you recognized that you
have an addiction problem – to drink-
ing and drugs: I don’t believe in magic
and this will not, magically, go away.

To the male reader who feels he can
do a better job in writing “Hung Up”:

I suggest you go to school, get your
degrees and licenses, practice as a
mental health therapist, learn correct
grammar, develop a good sense of
objectivity when responding or giv-
ing advice to others, have an innate
sense of humor, wait until I retire and
then apply for the position as colum-
nist. And don’t hold your breath.

And to the young reader who en-
joys the arts and wonders which movie
or TV shows I enjoyed this past year
(which held no deep psychological
meaning):

If you haven’t already seen these,
please do: The film Sideways, a won-
derful story of two middle-aged men
who experience challenging and in-
sightful situations as they travel
through the California wine country
during a mid-life crisis moment; the
film Phantom of the Opera, provid-
ing romance, passion, horror and ex-
citement accompanied by a beautiful
score by Andrew Lloyd Weber, and
the TV series “Lost,” where the viewer
truly cares for the characters lost on a
mysterious island. Mystery, intrigue
and great fun. Happy viewing!

Parents Need to Work Together
To Correct Toddler’s Behavior

Letters to the Editor

Freeholder Board Should Remove
Earth Care From Waste Mgmt. Plan
Union County residents have been

granted what appears to be a bit of a
reprieve. The biohazardous medical waste
treatment facility, which was to be con-
structed and operated by the Earth Care
Company at Linden’s Tremley Point, has
hit a stonewall, namely the state DEP.

Besides listing possible environmental
concerns as reasons for recommending that
Earth Care withdraw its application; the
DEP pointed out that the application was
not only incomplete but was erroneous as
well. This comes as no surprise, consider-
ing this company’s performance record in
other states, and that they actually went
ahead with a ground breaking at the Linden
site, this past spring, claiming to not have
known that their permits had expired.

It would seem that a global company
with a hand in almost all areas of the
medical waste industry should not have

any problem getting all of their ducks in
a row to obtain approvals on all aspects of
this type of operation. Perhaps a company
which doesn’t seem to take care when it
comes to simply dotting its “I’s” and
crossing it’s “T’s” on necessary paper-
work could also be lax when it comes to
meeting standards and enforcing neces-
sary operating procedures.

The residents of Union County should
be leery about having what amounts to a
gigantic pressure cooker processing
biohazardous medical wastes in our back-
yards. These recent developments should
serve as a heads-up to our Freeholder
Board to revisit this situation and seri-
ously consider rescinding the inclusion of
this plant from the county’s Waste Man-
agement Plan.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Assembly Bill by Green
Targets Discrimination

Among Gender-Different
TRENTON — Assemblyman Jerry

Green of Plainfield (D-22) has co-
sponsored a bill that amends the state’s
Law Against Discrimination to codify
protection for transgender and gen-
der-different people.

The Appellate Division of the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey has ruled
in the case of Enriquez vs. West Jer-
sey Health Systems (2001), that state
law prohibits discrimination against
transgender people, according to the
Gender Rights Advocacy Associa-
tion of New Jersey (GRAANJ).

Assembly Bill No. 3678 would
write the substance of that decision
into the language of statute, making it
clear to transgender and gender-dif-
ferent citizens that they enjoy legal
protection against discrimination, and
clarifying the law for New Jersey’s
businesses, which otherwise might
face liability for actions taken in ig-
norance of case law, the association
stated.

The legislation has the support of
the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, the Human Rights Campaign,
the New Jersey Lesbian and Gay
Coalition, Garden State Equality and
the National Center for Transgender
Equality as well as GRAANJ.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com

www.goleader.com/presskit
www.goleader.com/classifieds

State 22nd District
Legislative News

Once again, it is budget time for towns, the county
and area boards of education. The lion’s share of
budgets is funded by property taxes paid by you.
Taxes are now so high and continue to rise that the
state legislature is considering a ballot referendum
on whether a state constitutional convention should
be held to reform the tax system.

Mayor Martin Marks of Scotch Plains feels strongly
that a tax convention is required. He’s taken to the
Internet with a video on this matter. Please see
www.goleader.com/video.

We think it’s important for residents to become
better educated about, and get more involved in, the
setting of these budgets and how taxes are assessed.
Residents should attend meetings of the county,
schools and towns. If just one person from each of
the 21 towns in Union County attended the Free-
holder meetings, a big difference would result. Given
the money and tax dollars involved, it’s staggering to
us that no one attends.

Similarly, residents should attend town and school
board meetings, and the information regarding bud-
gets funded by taxpayers should be made readily
available.

Union County Manager George Devanney put
forth his 2005 budget recommendations to the Free-
holder Board last month. The spending plan calls for
a 5 percent increase, about $18 million more in tax
dollars.

The Freeholders will confer in the next several
weeks, reviewing Mr. Devanney’s proposals before
formally introducing this year’s budget and then
voting on it in the spring.

If no changes are made to the county budget, some
area towns will be hit with big increases in the county
portion of property taxes. There are 21 towns in
Union County, but locally, the increase will be
significant.

Preliminary calculations show that Mountainside
would be hit hardest, with an average $204 increase
in county taxes this year. Scotch Plains taxpayers
would see a $134 increase, while the average
Westfield taxpayer would be looking at a $128 hike.
Countywide, these are the three highest amounts.

It would be helpful and informative if citizens
from these towns demanded to know why their taxes
are slated to increase so significantly, especially
when other towns like Linden and Summit are set to
see increases of only $49 and $51, respectively. New
Providence is even seeing a reduction in its tax level
from the county.

What is the reason the county budget is increasing
by 5 percent this year? What services are deemed
vital? What cuts have been made? Will there be
another retroactive pay hike for county management
later this year – like they’ve done for themselves at
Christmas the last four years?

Municipal governments are just beginning their
budget processes, and citizen input is important here
as well. The services provided by towns are most
easily seen from front porches; snowplowing in the
winter, road repaving in the warmer months, recre-
ation programs, police, fire and services for young
and old.

Towns in the area have not yet provided firm
numbers regarding their budgets for this year. But
it’s a safe bet that spending will rise and the blame
will be put on the so-called non-discretionary expen-

ditures.
These are items such as union contracts, insur-

ance, sewage fees, pension fund contributions, util-
ity charges, etc. Officials can’t cut or eliminate these.
They must pay the bills.

There is a whopping sewer bill increase coming
this year and it will be with everyone for over 20
years as the Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority spends
over $70 million to revamp the facility. Few towns
are talking about this. Westfield will see an increase
of at least $500,000 per year for the sewage treat-
ment plant rework.

Mayors and administrators will say they are not
getting any state aid and it’s out of their control.
Officials at all levels say that government spending
is beyond their control. If spending is not within their
control, then who is steering the ship?

With the way the system works, only a small chunk
of expenditures is open to the scrutiny of town politi-
cians and resident taxpayers. The big chunk is set out
for vote each year – it’s the public school budget.

Budget meetings are open to the public. Once the
framework of budgets are available, they should be
posted on the Internet at each town’s website. The
townspeople should see their county portion, school
and municipal budgets all together so the total im-
pact can be evaluated. That way, residents could
evaluate priorities and guide spending limits.

That goes for the big picture of debt, too. Given
school, town, county and sewer authority bonds,
Westfield is about $100 million in debt, but few
people know this. Please see www.goleader.com/
features. The money must be paid back and the debt
is guaranteed by your property.

Lastly, school budgets need increased public at-
tention. Education taxes make up the bulk of the
typical property tax bill. Yet, it seems to be the
component that flies under the radar screen, at least
if one judges by voter turnout in the April school
elections.

Too often, budgets seem to be presented to the
public as fait accompli, with the decisions made
behind closed doors, out of the public eye.

No one puts the total picture together for the
taxpayer. Each entity claims their increase is neces-
sary and only very small, equal to the cost of a mere
cup of coffee. Then the sewer bill arrives, bond
payments on debt are due, new textbooks need to be
purchased, open space, pocket parks and parking
permits are required. Suddenly, that cup of coffee
becomes a big jab of Java.

Commuters Face Delays
Raritan Valley trains have been very late and

sporadic over the past few weeks, related to bad
weather. This can be a huge hassle for those who
have to connect in Newark to midtown via NJ Transit
because the train to NYC doesn’t wait for the Raritan
Valley connection. In the evenings, service has been
poor as well. Often, cars are over-crowded, so much
so that all of the seating is filled and people are
standing in the aisles in every car.

NJ Transit blames Amtrak, which has priority on
the rails.

Commuters advise us that they would like to hear
from others about their experiences. Please e-mail
your comments to editor@goleader.com.

Ground Hog Day Uncertainty Arises
As of press deadline for The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Ground Hog Day, February 2,
Punxsutawney Phil could not be contacted
directly for his prediction of the longevity
of this season’s winter due to the over-
whelming traffic at www.groundhog.org.
Unofficial sources such as MSN, CBS and
other national news networks, report that
Phil saw his shadow, implying six more
weeks of winter.

Upstart, Staten Island Chuck, with dif-

ferent standards, did not see his shadow
this morning at 7:20 a.m. — thus predict-
ing an early spring!

This newspaper has been unable to
unravel the anomaly created by these
contradictory predictions. However, our
editorial policy is to rely on Punxsutawney
Phil’s wisdom due to his longstanding
experience. We view him as the most
credible source for such information.

The Editor



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 3, 2005 Page 5

PRESIDENTS DAY CLEARANCE

With purchase of any premium bedding
Not valid with any other offer.  Exp. 3/31/05

DELIVERY
SET-UP
REMOVAL

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is variable and based upon the prior four-week average of the 91-day U.S. Treasury Bill
discount rate plus 1.00%. Minimum interest rate is 1.50%. The current 91-day US Treasury Bill is 2.32%, resulting in an
APY of 3.38%. The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit. A withdrawal will reduce your APY. This offer may be
withdrawn without further notice. There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawal. 

I N S U R E D

Available Terms:

6 Months to 5 years
Minimum to open $1,000

TAKE THE HOME TOWN ADVANTAGE!

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

3.38APY
%TB

Open a Blue Devil CD and We’ll Add 1.00%

www.townbank.com

Rated ★★★★★ by BauerFinancial, Inc.

Makes a great investment
for IRAs.

22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

The Senate State Government Com-
mittee approved a bill this week spon-
sored by Senators Ellen Karcher and
Nicholas Scutari to reform state con-
tracting procedures. The bill aims to
establish accountability, improve eth-
ics and save taxpayers millions of
dollars annually.

“It’s bad news for taxpayers when
State contracts are awarded based on
campaign contributions,” said Sena-
tor Karcher, D-Monmouth and Mer-
cer. “The bill reflects the lessons
learned from the bungled E-ZPass
and Parsons motor vehicles inspec-
tions contracts of the Whitman Ad-
ministration.”

Senator Scutari said the bill, S-
2194, includes recommendations
from last year’s E-ZPass contract
probe by the State Commission of
Investigation called The Making of a
Procurement Disaster. The commit-
tee vote to release the bill was unani-
mous.

“Basically, the bill addresses what
the SCI found to be widespread mis-
management and manipulation of the
contracting process by senior offi-
cials of the New Jersey Turnpike Au-
thority and the Department of Trans-
portation during the Whitman Ad-
ministration,” said Senator Scutari,
D-Union, Middlesex and Somerset.
“As a no-bid professional services
contract, the E-ZPass award to MFS
Technologies of Omaha, Neb., in
March  1998 cost taxpayers hundreds
of millions of wasted dollars in con-
sultant spending, poor performance
and flawed revenue projections - all
with virtually no accountability, ac-
cording to the SCI probe.”

“It’s incredible to think that no
system was in place to say, ‘Prove it,’
when the E-ZPass hucksters said fines
from toll cheats would help provide
an electronic tolls system at no cost to
the public,” said Senator Karcher. “In
fact, the projected revenues from toll
cheats came in under $20 million
when the official projection was $311
million, the SCI found.”

“Under our bill, vendor evaluators
will have to be proficient in the area
of the contract, written records will
have to be kept of all conversations by
state contacts with would-be vendors
and tight restrictions will be imposed
on State agencies awarding no-bid
contracts,” Senator Scutari said.

“People have to trust the integrity
of a system that spends more than $28
billion a year of their money,” Sena-

HELPING CHILDREN…Underprivileged children are treated to a Christmas Eve
breakfast by the Mountainside Rotary and Jimmy Giannakis, owner of Sheffield’s
Restaurant on Route 22 in Mountainside. Pictured above, from left to right, are:
Rotary President Judith Burt, Thibault Tebra Moses and her daughter Regina.

Senate Panel Advances
Contract Reform Bill

tor Karcher said. “Anything less is
simply intolerable.”

Other aspects of the Karcher-
Scutari bill would: Permit a state
agency to put notices of intent about
an upcoming contract on the Internet
to solicit information from potential
bidders; Ban members of contract
evaluation committees from having
any family ties, personal interest or
financial links to any potential ven-
dors; Direct the Director of the Divi-
sion of Purchase and Property to set
regulations for contract oversight and
for monitoring contract performance;
Authorize the Purchase and Property
Director to enter into bulk purchase
agreements with other states or agen-
cies for supplies deemed necessary
for domestic preparedness and home-
land security; Require all State em-
ployees who communicate with po-
tential or actual bidders on contracts
to keep written records of those con-
tacts for at least three years; and Es-
tablish a clear line of authority for a
State Contract Manager to oversee
and monitor complaints and to settle
disputes about vendor performance
in all major state contracts.

Editor’s Note: Westfield Armory Update

116th BCT Units Assume
Authority for Iraq Operations

By Capt. Monte Hibbert, 116th BCT
Public Affairs Officer

Near KIRKUK, IRAQ — In a spe-
cial ceremony conducted here on
January 13, three more 116th Bri-
gade Combat Team units have fully
taken over the responsibilities of the
units they are replacing in Iraq.

The New Jersey Army National
Guard’s B Company, 250th Signal
Battalion, joined with two units from
the Idaho Army National Guard —
the 216th Military Intelligence Com-
pany and the headquarters company
of 1-148th Field Artillery Battalion—
in a joint transfer of authority (TOA)
ceremony held at the Forward Oper-
ating Base (FOB) Warrior Army gym-
nasium.

“This ceremony that you witness
today is a visible symbol of America’s
unwavering commitment to the
people of Iraq,” said Lt. Col. George
Glaze, 2nd Brigade deputy com-
mander and keynote speaker at the
event. “We are determined to fight
terror and bring stability to this na-
tion.”

Col. Glaze praised the unselfish
service of B Company, 125th Signal
Battalion; B Company, 125th Mili-
tary Intelligence Battalion; and B
Battery, 1-62nd Air Defense Artillery
Battalion, the outgoing 2nd BCT
units.

“For the last year, the soldiers of
these separate companies have been

giving their all to the 3,200 soldiers of
the Warrior Brigade Combat Team,”
he said.

The event was the second TOA
ceremony to be conducted since the
116th BCT arrived in Iraq mid-De-
cember. The first ceremony occurred
December 27, when Task Force 3-
116 took full responsibility for op-
erations formerly conducted by the
2nd BCT’s Task Force 1-14th Infan-
try.

“The enemy won’t know what hit
them after the leaders and soldiers of
this great unit strike,” said Col. Glaze
of the 116th BCT toward the end of
his speech.

The entire process of the 116th
BCT’s assumption of authority from
the units of the 25th Infantry
Division’s 2nd BCT is not expected
to be completed until sometime in
February, when a special brigade-
level TOA ceremony is being planned.

Photo courtesy of CPT Monte C. Hibbert, 116th BCT Public Affairs
DUTY IN IRAQ...The commanders of the 216th Military Intelligence Company;
B Company, 250th Signal Battalion; and Headquarters, Headquarters and
Service Company, 1-148th Field Artillery Battalion stand at parade rest in front
of their soldiers at the transfer of authority ceremony held at FOB Warrior in Iraq
on January 13.

Parents and Adm.
Invited to Forums on
Education Standards
AREA – Depending upon whom

you ask, the state’s grades range from
above average to well below. New
Jersey United for Higher School Stan-
dards (NJUHSS) believes that while
the opinions of experts  are valuable,
more important is that the students,
parents, teachers, administrators and
community members understand the
standards and how they are being
implemented in our schools.

NJUHSS provides information and
fosters communication on key issues
such as the quality of our state’s stan-
dards. Schools are invited to co-host
a forum for discussion with NJUHSS.

 NJUHSS understands that in-
volved communities with a solid
knowledge of education issues create
better outcomes for all students.  The
best way to encourage understanding
is by fostering an open exchange of
ideas –  getting input from all sides of
the debate.

For more information, please visit
www.newjerseyunited.org or call
(888) 694-9900.

Surcharge Proposed for All
NJ Auto And Traffic Fines

TRENTON – Assemblyman Neil
Cohen (D-Union) introduced legisla-
tion (A-3764) to establish a $10 sur-
charge on all motor vehicle and traf-
fic fines in New Jersey. According to
the bill, funds from the fines would be
used to finance the state’s homeland
security programs.

“With the increased costs of pro-
tecting our state from terrorist attack,
we cannot live at the whim of the
federal government to fund our home-
land security programs,” said Mr.
Cohen. “New Jersey is as vulnerable
as neighboring New York, yet the
Bush administration has turned a blind
eye to our security needs and chosen
to place partisan politics over the
safety of millions of New Jersey resi-
dents.”

In a press release, it is stated that: In
federal Fiscal Year 2005, the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security
has cut by $12.8 million grant money
to Newark and Jersey City. However,
it was announced last week that New
York City would receive a $114 mil-
lion increase in federal homeland se-
curity funds. Likewise, New Jersey
receives approximately $6 per resi-

dent ($48 million) in anti-terrorism
funding while Wyoming collects $30
per resident ($15 million). The fed-
eral government’s funding formula
allocates 40 percent equally among
all states, with distribution of the re-
maining 60 percent based on popula-
tion.

“If the federal government chooses
to protect cattle in Wyoming rather
than our citizens and economic and
transportation hubs in Newark and
Jersey City, then New Jersey is left
with no option other than to generate
its own funding,” said Mr. Cohen.
“Until Washington establishes an eq-
uitable and stable method of distrib-
uting homeland security dollars, we
must take care of ourselves.”

Under the Cohen bill, all money
collected from the surcharge would
be deposited into a non-lapsing “New
Jersey Homeland Security and State
Preparedness Fund” to be allocated
through the Department of Law and
Public Safety. The surcharge would
generate approximately $30 million
per year.

“New Jersey is near the top of the
list in the number of residents lost in
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and the
amount of high-profile targets – such
as chemical and nuclear plants, and
infrastructure — located within our
borders,” said Mr. Cohen. “We should
not tolerate being at the bottom of the
heap in terms of anti-terrorism fund-
ing, and we will protect ourselves
even if President Bush continues to
abandon our security needs. A sur-
charge on motor vehicle and traffic
fines is a small price to pay for the
safety of 8 million New Jerseyans,”
he said.

The bill was introduced January 24
and referred to the Assembly Home-
land Security and State Preparedness
Committee.

Save These Dates
Westfield Spring Fling on Sun-

day, April 17, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., rain or shine.

Westfield Car Shows on
Wednesdays from 6 to 8:30 p.m.,
June 15, July 20 and August 17.

Westfield Farmers’ Market on
Saturdays, July through October
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Westfield Festifall on Sunday,
September 25, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., rain or shine.

For more information, contact
the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce at (908) 233-3021.

State Sets Tests For
School Bus Drivers

TRENTON – The New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
is administering new knowledge and
road tests to the state’s 40,000 school
bus drivers as mandated by federal
act, required to be completed by
October 1.

Details are available at
www.njmvc.gov.
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Ms. Margaret A. Kritsch
To Wed Eric J. Anderson

Ms. Margaret A. Kritsch and Eric J. Anderson

The Reverend and Mrs. Paul
Kritsch of Scotch Plains have an-
nounced the engagement of their
daughter, Ms. Margaret Annalise
Kritsch of Harpers Ferry, W. Va., to
Eric John Anderson of Triangle, Va.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Anderson of Hanson, Mass.

A 1995 Westfield High School
graduate, the bride-to-be earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Fisher-
ies and Wildlife Biology, with an
emphasis in Natural History, from
Kansas State University in 1999.

She graduated in 2000 from the
Seasonal Law Enforcement Training
Program at Northern Arizona Uni-
versity. In the fall of 2004, she re-
ceived a Master of Science degree in
Biology, focusing on non-native plant
species, from Fort Hays State Uni-
versity in Hays, Kan.

A United States Park Ranger for
the National Park Service since 2000,
she worked at Bryce Canyon Na-
tional Park in Utah from 2000 to 2003
as a seasonal Ranger. Since 2004, she
has worked at the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal National Historical Park
in Maryland as a Park Ranger.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Whitman-Hanson High School
in Whitman, Mass. in 1997 and was
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Park Management from Unity
College in Unity, Me. in 2001.

He graduated in 2002 from the
National Park Service Seasonal Law
Enforcement Training Academy at
Southwestern Community College in
Franklin, N.C.

From 2000 to 2001, Mr. Anderson
was a Wildland Firefighter for the
National Park Service, working at
Shenandoah National Park in Vir-
ginia and Rocky Mountain National
Park in Colorado.

Since 2002, he has been a United
States Park Ranger for the National
Park Service. He worked at Bryce
Canyon National Park from 2002 to
2003 and at Yellowstone National Park
in 2004. He currently works at Prince
William Forest Park in Virginia.

The couple met while working as
Park Rangers at Bryce Canyon Na-
tional Park in Utah. They became en-
gaged on December 17, 2004, and will
be married in October at the Redeemer
Lutheran Church of Westfield.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Offers
Adult Education Programs

African Violet Group
To Meet February 10
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, February 10, at 1
p.m. at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

The program will be entitled “Soil
Mixes,” and participants are invited
to bring their recipes. Anyone inter-
ested in African Violets is invited to
attend.

Winter Aquatics Courses
To Begin Sunday at JCC

Teen Group at Library
Posts Book Discussion
FANWOOD – The Teen group of

the Fanwood Memorial Library will
hold its monthly book discussion
on Tuesday, February 22, from 6:15
to 7:15 p.m. at the library, located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

This month’s selection is “My
Sister’s Keeper,” a novel by Jodi
Picoult. In it, a 13-year-old explores
today’s political and scientific
battles over cloning and DNA and
gene replacement therapy, plus the
issues of just being a teen. Refresh-
ments will be served.

The Teen group offers many pro-
grams at the library, which all teen-
agers are invited to join. For more
information, please call Nancy at
(908) 322-6400.

Newcomers Club to Host
Wine and Cheese Event

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield, has scheduled two
Adult Education programs, both of
which will meet at the “Y.”

The Lunch and Learn program
for Wednesday, February 16, from
12:15 to 2 p.m. will feature a pre-
sentation entitled “Toe-dipping into
Genealogy.”

Richard Underhill, a Trustee and
Past President of the Genealogical
Society of the West Fields, will dis-
cuss exploring one’s family tree, as
well as some reasons and tips for
doing so.

Lunch and Learn programs are
free and open to the community;

participants are asked to bring a bag
lunch and a small salad to share. For
additional information, please call
Mary Ann at (908) 966-9344.

Registration has been extended
for the “Y”’s daytime Beginning
Bridge Class, which will begin on
Friday, March 4, and meet from
9:30 to 11 a.m.

Master bridge instructor Susan
Schwartz will provide hands-on in-
struction for the course, which is
designed for both beginners and
those who need a bridge refresher.
Early registration is advised. The
fee is $50 for “Y” members and $60
for non-members. To register, please
call the “Y” at (908) 233-2700.

WESTFIELD – Women inter-
ested in meeting new people and
getting more involved in the com-
munity are invited to a wine and
cheese meeting hosted by the New-
comers Club of Westfield.

The event will take place at a
member’s home on Wednesday,
February 23, at 8 p.m. Prospective
members will have an opportunity
to meet current members and learn
about the numerous activities the
club sponsors.

Among the current monthly of-
ferings are book groups; children’s
playgroups and activities; women’s
social outings and dinners at local
restaurants, plus social events for
couples. The club also includes sev-
eral committees.

The Newcomers Club is a social
organization for women over age
21 who are new to Westfield or
surrounding communities, as well
as established residents who have
experienced a change in lifestyle
such as the birth or adoption of a
baby, a marriage, a job change or a
move within the town.

Anyone interested in attending
this event or in obtaining more in-

formation about the club may call
Michelle Habayeb at (908) 233-
7228 or Rachel Manzo at (908)
518-0997.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will offer 11 American
Red Cross Learn-to-Swim classes at
its Wilf Jewish Community Campus,
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Parent-and-child classes will be
available, along with classes for ages
three and up. Beginner swimmers of
all ages are welcome.

Each class will be held several times
during the Winter Session, so indi-
viduals are urged to check the new
program guide at the JCC or visit
www.jccnj.org for the most current
information available.

Classes will run Sunday, February
6, through Wednesday, March 23,
and meet once a week during each
session. Winter Aquatics class fees
are $66 for members and $80 for non-
members.

If an individual is unsure of  his or
her child’s swimming level, he or she

can bring the youngster to the JCC to
be tested. It only takes a few minutes
for an instructor to evaluate a child’s
level, and this will ensure the child
will be placed in the right class.

For more information or to sched-
ule an appointment for a child to be
evaluated, please call the JCC Aquat-
ics Department at (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 219.

Scrapbooking Class Among
 YMCA Program Offerings
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, lo-
cated at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains, will offer a
scrapbooking class as part of its Early
Spring Session.

Registration is being conducted for
this session, which begins on Mon-
day, February 7, and will continue
through Sunday, April 17.

Designed as an interactive activity
for all ages, the scrapbooking pro-
gram will feature different classes
geared to parents and children, teen-
agers, adults and senior adults.

Participants will learn how to care
for photographs using a variety of
scrapbooking techniques, while hav-
ing access to cropping tools, pens,
rulers, decorative scissors, paper and
stickers. Everyone will receive their
own photo tape and a 12-inch by 12-
inch album. Individuals just need to
bring their own photographs.

For the experienced scrapper, a
three-hour open crop each week will
provide time, space and assistance
for scrapbook makers to work on
their albums.

Participants may sign up for all 10
weeks of the session, or pay a drop-in
rate and come only on the nights they
prefer. Cutting tools, pens and idea

books will be available, so that open
croppers need only to bring their own
photographs, albums and tape.

For  information on  scrapbooking or
any of the many programs and classes
offered at the YMCA, please call (908)
889-8880. Information also is available
at www.fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org.

Semi-Formal Affair 

Fantastic Food catered by 

Ferraro’s of Westfield 

Live Jazz Music w/ “The 

Mirage Trio”, dancing & 

special vocal duet by  

Juan & Valerie Pineda 

February 12, 2005 
6:00—8:30 p.m. 

A Fundraising Event- Hosted and Served by Sunday Nite Youth Group of First Baptist Church. 

All proceeds benefit and support youth activities, such as the 2005 Summer Mission Trip to assist 

the poor in Appalachia Tennessee.  Additional donations are welcomed! 

For BOTH Singles & Couples— Purchase tickets at the church office—

(908) 233-2278— no later than Wed. Feb. 9th to guarantee proper 

seating.  Free childcare will be provided– only with advanced notice. 

Bring your Sweetheart to... 

Cost:  $25 / person Donation 

Location:  First Baptist Church of Westfield 

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

 The Leader •  The Times
 New Subscriber •  Renewal

 One Year - $28 •  Two Years - $52 •  Three Years - $76
 College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  

that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

LivLive-in, n, LivLive-outout, full , full and partand part time babyby 

nurses & nas & nannnnies s 

BaBaby aby and fd family support just aily support just after childbr childbirth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

Susan Brandt
McCrea, Esq.

Attorney At Law

24 Prospect Street

Westfield, NJ 07090

908.232.2122    fax: 908.232.4351

REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS • FAMILY LAW

 DIVORCE • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

CUSTODY/SUPPORT ISSUES • MEDIATION

OUR 28TH YEAR OF SERVICE

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 1-800-762-8378

WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM PSAT / SAT

CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS,
SUMMIT, METUCHEN, EDISON

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points

Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

NEW WRITING SECTION
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t[0] = (12F)1/3  12v-(2)(2) -I,(

A PROMISE TO SERVE…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left,
swears in new Fanwood Memorial Library Trustees at the January 10 board
meeting. Pictured with her, from left to right, are: Al Mirabella, who also is a
Union County Freeholder; Ann Minski and Fanwood Borough Council President
Katherine Mitchell, Liaison to the library board. Officers for 2005 also were
elected at the meeting, including Liz Hogan, President; David Richard, Vice
President; Peggy Ferreiro, Treasurer, and Pat Plante, Secretary. Other members
include new appointee David Kiley and Dr. Carol B. Choye, Superintendent of
Schools for Scotch Plains-Fanwood and school board Liaison to the library board.

Men’s Club and Sisterhood
To Welcome Maria Sliwa

CRANFORD – The Men’s Club
and Sisterhood of Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim, located at 338 Wal-
nut Avenue in Cranford, will hold
their annual brunch on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 13, at 9:30 a.m. at the temple.

Guest speaker Maria Sliwa will
present a program on modern day
slavery. A former New York City po-
lice officer and sister of Guardian
Angels founder Curtis Sliwa, she cur-

rently works for an organization called
“Freedom Now.” Ms. Sliwa works to
free slaves, particularly in Sudan, the
largest African country.

The Hospitality Committee will pro-
vide a dairy brunch. There is no charge,
and the Judaica Shop also will be open
for business. Members of the public
are invited to attend. For more infor-
mation, please call the temple at (908)
272-9231 during business hours.

Rainbows Program
To Begin Soon at ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” Family Life Department plans to
offer a nationally known support
group called Rainbows, for young-
sters who are experiencing loss due
to divorce or death of a loved one.

A 12-week curriculum takes par-
ticipants through the grieving pro-
cess with activities designed to help
them identify and express emotions
associated with significant loss.

The “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield, will offer the segment
called Spectrum, which was created
for youth in grade 9 and up.

There is no fee for this program;
however, pre-registration is required.
The program will begin in the next
few weeks. For registration informa-
tion, please call Linda Christopher at
(908) 966-9341.

Ponzios Welcome
Zoë Arianna

Dawn and Matt Ponzio of Roselle
Park have announced the birth of
their daughter, Zoë Arianna Ponzio,
on Monday, November 15, at 1:42
a.m. at Saint Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston.

Zoë weighed 8 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 19½ inches
in length at birth.

She joins her brother, Aydon
Christopher, age 9.

The baby’s maternal grandpar-
ents are Frank and Diana Todisco
of Westfield.

Her paternal grandparents are
Carmen and Arlene Ponzio of
Scotch Plains.

The baby’s maternal great-grand-
parents are Jesse and Margie Pate
of Fanwood.

Singles Group Lists
February Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, di-
vorced, or never-married individuals
are invited to join other single people
on Sunday mornings at the First Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, located at
170 Elm Street.

Meetings will take place on Febru-
ary 6, 13, 20 and 27 at 9 a.m. in the
downstairs Fellowship Hall. Partici-
pants gather for coffee, cake and lively
discussions on single living. A $2
donation is requested and all are wel-
come.

Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, summer picnics
and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
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Side-By-Siders to Entertain
At 12 O’Clock Club Meeting

Calvary Lutheran Church
To Hold Series on Bullying

A SUNSHINE DAY…Dr. Andy Eichenfield, physician for Camp Sunshine, a
summer camp for terminally ill children based in Casco, Me., accepts a check for
$1,000 from Sanofi-Synthelabo, Inc. on behalf of the camp. The presentation was
made January 9 at the First Congregational Church of Westfield, which honored
its youth volunteers and advisors who gave their time to the camp. Church
member and Sanofi-Synthelabo employee Lisa Riedell coordinated the donation.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Dr. Eichenfield’s wife, Nancy Cincotta, camp
Director of Psycho-Social Services; son A.J.; Dr. Eichenfield; the Reverend
Pamela Gilchrist, and fellow advisor Carol Devine.

Why a Rabbi Cares So Much
About the Vandalizing of a Créche

Willow Grove to Hold
‘Tales in the Grove’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will offer its “Tales in the Grove”
storytime program on Sundays, Feb-
ruary 6 and 20, starting at 7 p.m.

Each session lasts 45 to 60 min-
utes. While geared towards children
age two to five, older or younger
siblings also may attend. Participants
may wear their pajamas and bring a
snack or beverage.

The program, which is free and open
to all, will continue the first and third
Sundays of every month. Two congre-
gation volunteers will run each ses-
sion – one reader and one greeter.
Parents will be asked to stay for the
duration of the storytime to help redi-
rect any “wanderers” to the story circle.

For more information about Wil-
low Grove, please call the church
office, Monday through Friday, at
(908) 232-5678, e-mail
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

CH

M

IEDE
TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the

difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

D E E G A N

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

First Baptist Reveals
‘Souper Bowl’ Sunday
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Feb-

ruary 6, youth at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield will hold their
“Souper Bowl of Caring” as they
stand at the exits from the sanctuary
after the 10:30 a.m. worship service
to collect dollar bills in soup pots.

The money raised will be donated
to a local charity that helps the
hungry and hurting. First Baptist
Church is located at 170 Elm Street.
For more information, please visit
www.souperbowl.org.

By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

First, in the name of honesty, a
disclaimer. I am one of an apparently
dwindling number of people who
believe that crèches and menorahs
and other religious symbols belong
on church and temple property, not in
the public square.

Call me an old-fashioned “out of
touch” liberal, but I believe our Found-
ing Fathers were right to be con-
cerned about the establishment of a
state religion, and the appropriate
place for religious display is in homes
and houses of worship.

The public square belongs to all
residents, not just those of certain
faiths, and I suspect that the display
of particular religious symbols on
commonly held property violates a
precious legacy bequeathed to us by
the Founders. I understand that many
disagree and that forthright (even
aggressive) representation of religious
symbols is becoming more the norm.

That being said, I was outraged
when the crèche displayed on public
land near the north side parking lot
was defaced with the repugnant swas-
tika. This, following the theft of the
infant Jesus from the crèche at a local
church. (It has since been returned).

I was outraged enough to draft a
letter to The Leader and get signa-
tures from fellow clergy. I was out-
raged enough to speak about the mat-
ter from my pulpit on the Sabbath. I
was outraged enough to speak of it
during the community Martin Luther
King service.

You see, I believe that we are all

children of the same loving God and
Creator, and a swipe at one faith is a
swipe at all faiths. The fact that the
crèche belonged to a Catholic organi-
zation or that the swastika is particu-
larly hateful to Jews should not deter
all people of faith from standing to-
gether against hatred and intolerance.

I have always held this view. Years
ago, while serving a small New En-
gland pulpit, my tiny congregation
raised one thousand dollars during a
single service to help a little child, a
neighbor of the temple, seek medical
treatment for a rare illness. Her fam-
ily were active members of the Catho-
lic church, but are we all not one
family, have we not one Father?

I was surprised to hear later that
some townsfolk uncharitably com-
mented that this Irish Catholic family
must be secretly Jews, for after all,
people only help their own. The child’s
religion was no doubt confirmed for
these doubters a year later during her
wake and Mass of Christian Burial.

Similarly, when a local Congrega-
tional Church was robbed of all her
silver, my parishioners contributed to
replacing the cherished items.

Recent years have seen an increase
in sectarian tensions and a lessening
of dialogue and good will among
faiths. Let the recent vandalism be an
opportunity for us to speak to one
another about the virtues of love, tol-
erance and mutual respect.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Sagal is Senior Rabbi at

Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will
present a three-session focus on bul-
lying awareness and prevention dur-
ing its Adult Forum on Sundays, Feb-
ruary 6, 13 and 20.

The Adult Forum is held from 9:45
to 10:45 a.m. in the lounge of the
Education Building, located behind
the Sanctuary Building.

These sessions are part of a com-
munity-wide effort in Cranford to
raise awareness about the problem of
bullying and to discuss ways to pre-
vent it. No longer viewed as just part
of growing up, bullying is now recog-

nized as leaving a lasting impact on
children and adults.

On February 6, the guest speaker
will be Stewart Green, founder and
Director of the New Jersey Coalition
for Bullying Awareness and Preven-
tion.

The speaker for February 13 will
be Ann Marie Francis, character edu-
cation coordinator for the Cranford
Public Schools, who will focus on
how the schools and community are
addressing this problem.

On February 20, members of
Calvary’s Outreach and Christian
Education Ministries will lead a dis-
cussion on what individuals can do to
support the anti-bullying effort.

All members of the community are
invited to attend. Materials and re-
sources for adults and children will
be available at each session. For di-
rections to Calvary Lutheran or for
more information about the program,
please call the church office at (908)
276-2418.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Cranford’s
Side-by-Siders will entertain the
12 O’Clock Club with show tunes
and old-time favorites at the club’s
Tuesday, February 8, noon luncheon
and meeting at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.
The luncheon cost is $4.

Additionally, members of the com-
munity are invited to attend the
church’s free Stretches for Health
exercise program on Tuesdays from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m., and may stay for
the luncheon and program afterwards.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road.

Persons interested in attending the
luncheon are asked to make reserva-
tions by Sunday, February 6. To make
a reservation or if transportation is
needed, please call Barbara Couphos
at (908) 322-7892.

For more information about
Willow Grove, please call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, e-mail or
w i l g r v @ n e t z e r o . c o m v i s i t
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Clergyman to Give Talk
On Neighborhood Center

WESTFIELD – The United Meth-
odist Women of the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield are inviting
all women and guests to their general
meeting on Saturday, February 12, at
10 a.m. at the church.

The Reverend Timothy Humenuik
of the Camden Neighborhood Center
will be the guest speaker. An urban
outreach agency of the United Meth-
odist Church, the Neighborhood Cen-
ter, Inc. meets the physical, emo-
tional and spiritual needs of Camden
residents through a variety of pro-

grams for youth, adults and senior
citizens.

A soup and sandwich luncheon will
follow the presentation. A $5 dona-
tion per person is requested to help
defray the cost. The church is located
at One East Broad Street.

Reservations are encouraged and
may be made at a table at the First
United Methodist Church narthex on
Sunday, February 6, before and after
the 10:45 a.m. worship service or by
calling the church office at (908) 233-
4211.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Sets
Screenings and Lecture

SUMMIT – Overlook Hospital
personnel will be at the Westfield
Area “Y,” 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, on Thursday, February 10,
to conduct free blood pressure screen-
ings from 6 to 8 p.m.

Additionally, a lecture entitled
“Rise and Shine Breakfast for Your
Day” will be presented from 7 to 8
p.m. It will address foods that pro-
vide people with the appropriate en-
ergy to get started in the morning.

No appointments are necessary and
no fees are required. For more infor-
mation, please call the Westfield Area
“Y” at (908) 233-2700, extension no.
251.

CONGRATULATIONS, DAVE!
We’re so proud of you for being nominated

for an Academy Award!

Best Wishes!Best Wishes!Best Wishes!Best Wishes!Best Wishes! Good Luck!

Love - Your Family

Children’s Christmas Eve Breakfast
With Santa Considered Success

MOUNTAINSIDE - James
“Jimmy” Giannakis, Chef and owner
of Sheffield’s Restaurant and Cater-
ing on Route 22 in Mountainside, had
an idea. He wanted to have a Christ-
mas Eve breakfast with Santa Claus
for under privileged children.

He asked the Rotary club of
Mountainside for help. Jimmy is a
member and the club meets at his res-
taurant at noon on Mondays. The presi-
dent- elect, Gloria Dickerson, contacted
the Salvation Army of Plainfield.

Approximately 50 people were
transported to Sheffield’s to partici-
pate in the breakfast. This included
members of the Salvation Army, their
Chaplin and the children with their
parents.

The cost of the breakfast was do-
nated by Jimmy and his chef, Fito,
donated his time to cook the breakfast.

Other residents of Mountainside
heard about the endeavor and volun-
teered to help.

Anthony Barbera of Mountainside
purchased gifts for all of the children.
Gary Whyte donated pineapples and

bananas. They were placed on the
tables during breakfast and then were
taken home by the participants.

The serving help consisted of mem-
bers from the Baldassare, Wells, and
Ostrowski families as well as mem-
bers of the Rotary Club.

The Rotary Club also raised money
to help pay for the cost of the pre-
sents, batteries and dessert. Joe and
Rose Sinisi provided Santa with a
nice new suit for the occasion.

Mount Saint Mary Launches
Fund Drive For Firefighter

AREA – The Mount Saint Mary
Academy (MSMA) community in
Watchung has launched a fund drive
on behalf of New York firefighter
Eugene Stolowski and his wife,
Brigid.

With no other means of escape,
firefighter Stolowski and five of his
colleagues recently jumped from the
fourth floor of a burning building in
The Bronx. While he suffered no brain
damage, his arms, legs, neck and pel-
vis were broken in the jump and his

lungs were burned by fire inhalation.
Described as a friend to many at

Mount Saint Mary, firefighter
Stolowski has been in intensive care
since his escape from the blaze. He is
the father of a two-year-old, Brianna,
and his wife, Brigid, is expecting
twin girls in June.

So far, employees, Sisters, students,
parents and friends have raised more
than $4,000 in response to the injured
firefighter’s plight.

The outpouring of donations and
promises of prayer came after Sister
Lisa Gambacorto, Directress of
Mount Saint Mary Academy, emailed
the Mount Saint Mary community
concerning the seriousness of
firefighter Stolowski’s condition.

Contributions can be made through
Sister Lisa Gambacorto, Mount Saint
Mary Academy, 1645 Route 22, West,
Watchung 06069. Checks may be
made payable to MSMA, with “Eu-
gene Stolowski” indicated on the
memo line.

Parkinson’s Group
Posts Next Meeting

WESTFIELD – Persons with
Parkinson’s disease and/or their
caregivers are invited to attend the
next meeting of the Westfield
Parkinson’s Disease Support Group
on Monday, February 14, at 1:30 p.m.

The meeting, which is free of
charge, will be held in Assembly Hall
on the lower level of the Parish House
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. Light refreshments will be
served.

Sandra Frank of the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs will provide a “creative break”
for caregivers by conducting an arts
program focusing on dance. During
this time, persons with Parkinson’s
will participate in a separate RAP
session, discussing issues of concern.

The group regularly meets on the
second Monday of each month. For
more information, please call Bar-
bara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or the
church office at (908) 233-0301.

Genealogical Society
To Meet February 12
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical

Society of the West Fields will meet
in the Program Room of the Westfield
Memorial Library, 550 East Broad
Street, on Saturday, February 12, at
10 a.m.

Jo Ann Schwab, Union County
Deputy Surrogate, will speak on the
importance of making a will, under-
standing the probate process, and the
significance of advance directives or
living wills.

Admission is free and the public is
invited to attend the meeting. Refresh-
ments will be served. For additional
information, please call (908) 276-7104.

Caregivers Group
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, February 7, at 8 p.m. in the
Parish Center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Seminar to Address
Urinary Incontinence
MOUNTAINSIDE – Brighton Gar-

dens of Mountainside will host a free
seminar on strategies for coping with
urinary incontinence on Wednesday,
February 9, from 7 to 8 p.m.

Dr. Jonathan Agins, a urologist,
will present the program, sponsored
by Overlook Hospital in Summit. It
will take place at Brighton Gardens,
located at 1350 Route 22, West, in
Mountainside.

Interested persons are asked to re-
spond by calling Yolanda Andrews,
Director of Community Relations, at
(908) 654-4460. Walks-in also will
be welcome.
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 9-13

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $439,000

This magnificent 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home boasts Colonial charm and architectural details throughout
its spacious rooms.  The 2 story foyer w/Palladian window opens to a sunny living room.  A formal dining
room overlooks lush rear yard.  The eat-in-kitchen includes custom cabinetry & separate dining area.
Family room w/wood burning fireplace and slider to patio and much more.  All this, on a professionally
landscaped property w/circular drive. DIR: Lamberts Mill Rd. to Raritan Rd. #1988  (052000062)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                 $1,750,000
New 3,750 sq. ft. custom Colonial being built with top of the line amenities.  This home features five
bedrooms, 3 and 1/2 baths, eat-in country kitchen, formal dining room, fireplace in living room, maids
quarters.  The master bedroom includes dressing room, fireplace, full bath w/jacuzzi & walk-in closet.
Hardwood floors throughout.  Work with builder to custom build your own home.  (052009929)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $849,000

Exceptional Colonial with custom maple kitchen ‘03, spacious formal dining room, updated baths,
central air, Timberline roof, four large bedrooms plus office, great backyard, fresh decor.  Convenient
to New York transportation.  Call for your personal tour today.  Value priced at $439,000 - just
compare. (052000071)

WESTFIELD                                 $390,000
This lovely home features three bedrooms and 1 1/2 baths.  Country kitchen includes beautiful wood
cabinetry, tile flooring & a vestibule with a breakfast bar and built-in wine rack.  The finished basement
provides additional space for entertaining.  Original wood molding throughout, parquet floors and a
decorative mantle in dining room.  The fully fenced yard has a patio and a shed.  Situated near shop-
ping, trains & schools, this is a must see. (052009988)

Charming ColonialWychwood - New Construction

Open House: Sun. 2/6  12-4 PM

The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 5.23%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an
index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $100,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or
decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap).Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/7/05 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $100,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 11.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $427.08
to a maximum interest payment of $694.97 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $961.78 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Just Listed

FORD SINKS 15 POINTS, PULLS DOWN 13 REBOUNDS

No. 12 Tiger Boys Pull Away
From Raider Cagers, 62-47

SHAFFER WINS VIA TECH FALL, BOYD RECORDS PIN

Blue Devils Win 4 of 5 Bouts
In 53-21 Mat Loss to Cougars

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Michael Henderson sank nine of
his game-leading 23 points in the
fourth quarter to lead the No. 12 Lin-
den High School boys basketball team
to a 62-47 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in Scotch Plains on January
27. Trying to rebound from a very
low scoring third quarter, the 15-1
Tigers found the mark in the final
quarter and pulled away from a close

game with a 23-14 sprint.
Gavin Ford led the 6-10 Raiders’

effort with 15 points and netted seven
of his points in the fourth quarter.
Greg Bayard nailed three 3-pointers,
two early in the fourth quarter, and
Sean Young, who had 10 rebounds,
put in eight points. Brian Dougher
sank six points, including a 3-pointer,
and Kyle Gates hit a 3-pointer. Charles
Miller had 10 points and 12 rebounds
for the Tigers while LJ McGhee scored

11 points.
Ford, who had a game-leading 13

rebounds, said, “I box out. If I box
out, I can get a lot of rebounds.”

Henderson was indeed the man to
watch and proved it by banging in
three of his five 3-pointers in the first
quarter. The Raiders did take an early
5-4 lead but the Tigers rattled off 10
unanswered points and finished the
quarter with an 18-13 lead.

Ford rolled in a lay up, was fouled
and hit the free throw at the beginning
of the second quarter to make the
score 18-16 but the Tigers again an-
swered with a nine-point run, high-
lighted by another Henderson 3-
pointer. The half ended, 34-27, in
favor of the Tigers.

After the break, the Raiders
hounded Henderson and no one scored
a point until Young pushed in a lay up
with 4:26 left in the third quarter.
Both teams were missing their shots.
Henderson was held scoreless and
the Raiders won the quarter, 6-5. Ti-
ger point guard Nick Russo hit a 3-
pointer with 15 seconds left in the
quarter.

“We worked as a team to stop
Henderson from scoring. If we
stopped him, they would not score,”
said Ford of his team’s success in the
third quarter.

As to the shooting, he said, “I guess

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Realizing there was no chance of
winning the match having forfeited
eight bouts, the Westfield High School
varsity wrestlers did manage to win
four of five bouts contested in a 53-21
loss to host Cranford on January 26.
The Blue Devils won two bouts via
fall, one via technical fall and another
by majority decision.

Prior to the varsity match, the Blue
Devil junior varsity team had a very
good outing in its match with the
Cougar junior varsity. Afterwards,
Blue Devil Sam Kramer got the var-
sity match rolling with a fall in 1:52
over Matt Petrozziello using an
underhook and an arm bar at 112-lbs.

At 119-lbs, Blue Devil Matt Kamel
has been showing a lot of improve-
ment and won a 9-0, majority decision

over Cougar Jim Provence. Kamel re-
corded a spin-behind takedown in the
first period, added a two-point tilt in
the second then tacked on a double-leg
takedown and a three-point nearside
cradle in the third period.

After being stunned 7-6 in his bout
with Raider AJ Watson on January
19, Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer won
his second straight bout and upped

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHING THE FLOW OF THE BALL…Raiders Jeff Marable, No. 5, Sean
Young, No. 33, and Gavin Ford, No. 43, watch the flow of the ball in the game
against No. 12 Linden.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEMPORARILY IN CONTROL…Blue Devil Dan Whitney, top, attempts to
catch Cougar C.J. Ferrara on his back in the 171-lb bout.

VETERANS MACNEIL, ONISHI LEAD BLUE DEVILS

Blue Devil Track Girls Retain
Union County Indoor Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Veterans Emily MacNeil and Annie
Onishi provided the leadership and
majority of the points to push the
Westfield High School girls to their
second straight Union County girls

indoor track and field championship
at Dunn Center in Elizabeth on Janu-
ary 31. MacNeil and Onishi played a
major roll in amassing 40 of the Blue
Devils’ 45 points, enough to nip the
Rahway girls who finished second with
41. Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished

fifth with a total of 22 and Union
Catholic finished 13th with two points.

MacNeil won her fourth straight
880-yard title by breezing past the
finish line in 2:31.4 followed by
Jahlisa Smith of Plainfield at 2:33.2
and Onishi at 2:34.2. Rahway held a
30-14 lead before the 880 event but
MacNeil’s 10 points and Onishi’s six
tied the score.

“It’s really important to defend. I
want to come back and win it again. I
feel pretty good. I’m confident! I hope
I can go out and run well. It’s really
important for the team points,” said
MacNeil prior to the 880-yard race.

After winning, she said, “I feel
pretty good. I could have gone faster
but I wanted to save something for the
4x4 (4x400).”

Earlier, in the one-mile event, Onishi
was running in fifth place until the
final lap when she put on a strong kick
to pass Jenn Hanke of Cranford and
Jessica Rodriguez of Roselle Catholic
to finish third with a time of 5:38.3.
Summit’s sensation Samantha Lee won
with a time of 5:31.2.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEAR PHOTO FINISH…Blue Devil Emily MacNeil, left, and Governor Livingston Highlander Chrissy McCurdy near the
finish line in the 440-yard race. McCurdy managed to cross the line first by a footstep.
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The Jan./Feb. issue of the Boston-
based SchoolSports magazine lists St.
Anthony of Jersey City as the nation’s
No. 1 boys basketball team. No. 3 is
St. Patrick of Elizabeth and No. 20 is
Seton Hall Prep of South Orange, three
New Jersey schools in the top 20 of the
country. What do they all have in com-
mon? They are all “parochial” schools.
In fact, eight of the magazine’s top 20
teams in the entire country are paro-
chial or “private” schools.

Parochial schools tend to have no
limitations on where they can get their
athletes. Private schools have no limi-
tations but public schools draw from a
specific area.

Now, I’m sure that a catholic school
education isn’t a bad thing, and that
having your name on a graduation di-
ploma from certain private schools is a
big deal to colleges, especially those
with quotas to fill from said private
schools. But sports-wise, is anybody
even the least bit surprised when catho-
lic/private schools dominate? I mean, if
you’re Don Bosco Prep, and you get the
top two or three kids from every town in
Bergen County and across the state line
in Westchester and Rockland counties,
shouldn’t you be good?

It’s just amazing how many really
good athletes seem to be in need of
that good ol’ catholic school educa-
tion. How many kids in Monmouth
County need to go to Christian Broth-
ers Academy to get straightened out
academically, while helping the Colts
dominate the Shore Conference in
soccer, cross country, swimming, bas-
ketball, track, baseball and tennis. How
do so many good swimmers find their
way to Metuchen, because of St.
Joseph’s academic reputation?

What’s a public school supposed to
do? Westfield can’t raid other towns for
athletes. Those who go to St. Joseph or
Pingry or Delbarton or Kent Place or
Oak Knoll or Newark Academy or
Roselle Catholic or St. Patrick can do
so at will … but unless they live in
Westfield, an athlete can’t go to WHS.
If, say, swimmers who live in Scotch
Plains choose to go to St. Joseph, that’s
fine. But kids who live in Metuchen
can’t just up and say they want to go to
SP-F. (St. Joseph once had a Jewish
swimmer from Staten Island magically
enroll to fill a void. Hey, it’s just a short
ride over the Outerbridge Crossing,
and probably closer than some of the
other athletes had to travel.)

Catholic schools become travel
teams, with an education, an All-Star
collection of athletes gathered from
who knows how many towns. At the
PIAA football championships, Pitts-
burgh Central Catholic won the AAAA
title and finished a perfect season,
with players from 13 different coun-
ties! Thirteen counties, and who knows

Time to Put Parochial Schools
In a League of Their Own

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

how many different high schools were
pilleged of their top talent by the paro-
chial giant.

The point is, parochial schools
should compete in their own little pa-
rochial leagues and conferences. There
are some public schools whose tradi-
tions and feeder programs help keep
them competitive with parochial/pri-
vate schools, but they’re becoming
fewer and fewer. Want proof? Just
check The Star Ledger state rankings
any day of the week: basketball, swim-
ming, hockey … nearly every team in
the top 10 is not a public school. And,
in the “winning is the most important
thing” culture that has been created
for us by ESPN and FOX and the print
media, that’s probably not going to
end any time soon.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Today’s Den Trivia comes from

Bruce Moran of The Star-Ledger, a
1976 WHS graduate: The state group
team tournament started in 1980, a
little late for the WHS wrestling pro-
gram, which had been one of the state’s
top teams in the 1960s and ’70s. The
state group championships started in
1982 and only once did Westfield ad-
vance to a group championship final.
What was the year and who did the
Blue Devils wrestle in the Group 4
final?

MORE SCHOOLSPORTS
In addition to the basketball rankings,

SchoolSports had a section called Un-
breakable Records, a list of five that the
magazine feels may never be broken.
It’s hard to argue with their picks.

*De La Salle’s 151-game win streak.
The Concord, Calif., powerhouse went
12 full seasons without a defeat before
opening this past year with a 39-20
loss to Bellevue, Wash. The current
seniors were in kindergarten the last
time the Spartans didn’t win. The pre-
vious mark was 72! WHS had a 48-
game unbeaten streak, which was a
state record when it ended in 1973.

*Lisa Leslie’s 101 points in a half.
Playing for Morningside High in
Inglewood, Calif., the future Southern
Cal and WNBA superstar hit 37 of 56
shots from the floor and 27 free throws
as her team took a 102-24 lead at
halftime over South Torrance. But
Leslie didn’t get the national record of
105 points (by Riverside, Calif., Poly’s
Cheryl Miller) because the South Tor-
rance coach refused to play the second
half. The WHS record is 37 points in a
game, by Debbie Lawyer in 1974
against Roselle Park.

*Danny Heater’s 135 points in a
game. On Jan. 26, 1960, Heater had
135 points, 32 rebounds (and seven
assists!) as Burnsville (W.Va.) won a
173-74 game. Heater had 53 field goals
and 29 free throws. Reportedly he had
55 points in the final 10 minutes. And

this was in the pre-3-pointer era. The
WHS record is 43 by Bob King in
1963 against Rahway.

*Ken Hall’s 11,232 career rushing
yards. The “Sugar Land Express”
played from 1950-53 in tiny Sugar
Land, Texas, and averaged 2,800 yards
per year. As a senior Hall became the
first to rush for 4,000 (4,045, still third
on the all-time list), averaging 337
yards per game! A player would have
to start every game from his freshman
year, play 14 games a season for four
years, and average better than 200
yards per game to top Hall. The mark
was threatened the past two years,
when Mike Hart (Nedrow, N.Y.) fin-
ished his career in 2003 with 11,045
and Toney Baker (Jamestown, N.C.)
ended this year with 10,071. The WHS
career record is 2,797 yards by Glen
Kehler from 1972-74.

*Kathy McMillan’s long jump of
22 feet, 1.75 inches. Thirty years after
the Raeford, N.C., girl broke the old
mark of 20-4, nobody has done better
than 20-8.25 inches. McMillan was a
silver medalist at the 1976 Olympics,
with a jump of 21-10.25.

STREAKING
A delayed pat on the back to WHS

boys basketball coach Kevin Everly
and WHS ice hockey coach Dennis
Doherty.

The Blue Devils’ victory over Eliza-
beth last week was the first for Everly,
who is in his eighth year at Westfield.
There had been some close games,
like a 70-69 overtime loss in 1998
when Lamont Turner had 28 points.
But this was the over-the-hump game.

Doherty’s skaters rebounded nicely
from an 0-5-4 start to win six games in
a row before falling 3-1 to Summit. To
put that in perspective, the last two years,
Westfield won seven games in each of
Doherty’s first two years at WHS. Be-
fore Doherty, the previous three seasons
had a combined record of 9-55-5.

TRIVIA ANSWER
The year was 1990, and the oppo-

nent was Madison Central (now Old
Bridge), which took a 39-18 decision
at Hunterdon Central. WHS won North
Section 2 by beating Columbia 44-19
and Union 33-22, then topped Fair
Lawn 36-27 in the Group 4 semifinals.
That team featured Paco Gonzalez
(103, 21-7-1), Chris Jordan (112, 33-
4), Marcus Elias (119, 21-9-1), Paul
Jordan (125, 23-10), Glen Kurz (130,
22-7-1), John Povalac (135, 28-8),
Chris Edling (140, 5-12), Chris Wojcik
(145, 16-12-1), Scott Coren (152, 5-
15), Roger Sullivan (160, 21-10), Tim
Martin (171, 6-16), Ken Marsh (189,
28-6) and Eric Klezer (Hvy, 12-16).

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den ap-
pears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com

MURRAY HITS 10; BELK, HARRIS NET 9

UC Lady Vikings Down
Comet Hoopsters, 41-38

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After incurring a setback earlier in
the season, the, 8-4 Union Catholic
girls’ basketball team successfully
completed the task at hand by send-
ing the Hillside Comets home with a,
41-35, defeat in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 27. The Vikings displayed too
many offensive guns while the stub-
born defense remained.

Senior forward Kathryn Murray led
all Viking scorers with 10 points,
pulled down six rebounds and had
one swipe while sophomore guard
Aerielle Belk and junior guard
Courtney Harris fired in nine points
apiece and combined for seven re-
bounds. Sophomore guard Meaghan
Dyckman finished with five points
and grabbed two rebounds. Leslie
Hendricks contributed four points,
hauled in five rebounds and commit-
ted two thefts. Forward Kim Hannam
had two points, two rebounds and one
steal and Jackie Burton added two
points.

“We lost our last two games, so we
needed to come out strong if we
wanted to win this game and we did,”
said team captain Murray. “Although
our shots were not working in the
second quarter, we worked that much
harder with our defense and got the
job done. We knew that if we played
hard down the stretch we could win.
We made a few defensive stops, ex-
ecuted and came out on top.”

Dyckman led the offensive minded
Vikings with five points including
three of four from the stripe in the first

quarter. Murray connected on three
of four from the free throw line as
Harris and Belk each hit the target to
grab a slim 12-10 lead.

The Comets’ defense got stingy in
the second quarter while the offense
netted 14 points to carry a 24-18 lead
going into the locker room. However,
the second half indeed was a different
story as the Vikings’ intensity and
aggressiveness made the difference.
Comet Hassanah Oliver, who scored
14 first-half points, was the focus on
defense while the Vikings’ offense
found the mark and raced on a nine-
point surge to tie the score, 32-32 in
the third quarter.

“We weren’t going to score if we
rushed our shots so we took our time
and eventually they started falling for
us,” said Murray.

Aggressive full-court man-to-man
press resulting in turnovers and fouls
caused the Comets to tumble in the
final quarter. Harris continued to have
the hot hand and swished the net with
two jumpers. Murray converted two-
of-two from the stripe and Belk hit a
two-pointer and converted a foul shot
with 0:04 remaining.

“We didn’t want the same thing to
happen here when we were at their
house,” said Belk. “Basically, it was
our focus that made the difference.
We played the position and executed
foul shots. As we get older and be-
come more experienced and focused,
I believe we will become very suc-
cessful.”
Hillside 10 14   8   3 35
Union Catholic 12   6 14   9 41

Devils Finish Sixth
At UC Indoor Track
The Westfield High School boys

track team finished sixth and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys placed
seventh in the Union County Indoor
Track & Field Championship at Dunn
Center in Elizabeth on January 26.
The Blue Devils had a total of 19 and
the Raiders totaled 11 while the
Cranford Cougars took top honors
with a total of 60.

Blue Devil Jeff Perrella came in
second in the one-mile run with a time
of 4:42.6 behind Cougar Kevin Brown
who finished in 4:34.9. Blue Devil Jay
Hoban took sixth in the event at 4:53.7.
John Gagliano at 2:15.3 and Ameer
Rogers at 2:15.6 finished 4-5 in the
880-yard run. Westfield placed fourth
and the Raiders placed sixth in the
one-mile relay with respective times
of 3:54.6 and 3:58.2.

Raider Josh Zinman at 10:46.7
crossed third in the two-mile run and
Blue Devil Raymond Chen finished
fifth with a time of 11:01.4. Raider
Iceberg Bryant cleared 5’10” to place
fifth in the high jump and Teddy
Acosta took fifth in the shot put with
a shove of 44’ 1.5”.

Kardinal Cagers Peck
Blue Devil Girls, 48-41
The Kearny High School girls bas-

ketball team erupted with a 20-6,
third-quarter run and held on to de-
feat Westfield, 48-41, in Westfield on
January 29. Martyna Ruminska and
Emma Bartholomew led the 7-9
Kardinals with 17 and 14 points, re-
spectively.

Stephanie Slodyczka put in 15
points and Erin Miller netted 10 for
the 5-9 Blue Devils while Rose
Driscoll sank four points.
Kearny 17   4 20   7 48
Westfield 12 16   6   7 41

Raider Boys Trample
Ram Cagers, 62-49

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team improved
to 7-10 by trampling Roselle, 62-49,
in Scotch Plains on January 29. Gavin
Ford banged in 11 of his 17 points in
the first half to give the 35-22 lead.

Sean Young fired in nine points and
Brian Dougher scored seven while
Greg Bayard and Travis Morgan each
had five for the Raiders.
Roselle   8 14   8 19 49
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 20 15 12 15 62

Rutgers Prep Defeats
Lady Vikings, 46-36

Rutgers Prep topped the Union
Catholic High School girls basket-
ball team, 46-36, in Somerset on Janu-
ary 25. Leslie Hendricks led the 7-4
Vikings with 15 points. Julia Foran
scored 15 points and Jessica Lees
added 13 for 11-5 Rutgers Prep.
Union Catholic   7   6 15   8 36
Rutgers Prep   8 13   9 16 46

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $465,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $650,000

WESTFIELD $525,000 WESTFIELD $795,000

Move right into this beautiful raised ranch home, hardwood floors, formal LR
& DR, eat-in kitchen, 3 spacious bedrooms, family room.  Great location, close
to NYC train, town, schools and so much more.

Ranch style home close to elementary and middle schools, Fanwood Center and
NYC transportation.  All large rooms on nearly one acre of land.

Short walk to town, train and schools from this 4 bedroom / 2.5 bath colonial.
Also features new furnace, sunroom, rear porch, deck, patio and two car garage.

Traditional Victorian with wrap around porch, framed hardwood floors, chest-

nut molding, high cathedral ceilings, formal dining room with fireplace, family

room addition with marble fireplace, kitchen with adjoining bayed eating area,

spiral staircase to basement recreation room, tree top master suite with newer

bath, newer powder room, near town location.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING FORCE…Viking junior guard Courtney Harris drives to the basket
for two while a Comet chooses to stay behind. Harris swished two buckets late in
the game to power Union Catholic to a 41-38 victory.
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GRA
ND

OPEN
ING!

F I V E  S TA R  L U X U RY
I N  L I V I N G S T O N

“FIVE STAR LUXURY” means, simply, world-class in
every way. Introducing The Enclave at Livingston Country
Club – five-star living for active adults over 55.

Set in prestigious Livingston, less than a mile from
The Mall at Short Hills, this exclusive gated
community brings you an array of resort-style services,
from concierge service to a social director, to
transportation to local shopping venues.

At the clubhouse you’ll find an opulent grand
ballroom, café and espresso bar, beauty salon and
massage and wellness room. Work out in the state-of-
the art fitness center or swim in the heated pool. Or
sharpen your game on the putting green or tennis
court. On rainy days, play a game of billiards or relax
in the library.

Your ultra luxury residence boasts nine-foot ceilings, a

gourmet chef’s kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
a distinctive marble bathroom with soaking tub and
whirlpool. French doors lead to a private balcony or patio
where you can relax or entertain.

With its pampering service, great location and
spectacular amenities, The Enclave at Livingston
Country Club is New Jersey’s premier adult
community. Come see for yourself!

Continental Properties Communities of Distinction.
*One member of each household must be 55 or more. ❖ *All prices subject to change without notice.

Directions: From Route 78/24 Westbound: Take Exit 7C (JFK Parkway/Livingston/Caldwell) Proceed on JFK Parkway and follow signs for The Mall at Short Hills onto JFK Parkway/Livingston. Proceed on JFK Parkway past The Mall at Short Hills to the traffic light at
the intersection of JFK Parkway and South Orange Avenue. Turn left onto South Orange Avenue. Proceed approximately 3/4 mile and turn right into the community.

973-422-9300
Rental Office Open Daily: 10:00am – 5:00pm

ULTRA LUXURY RENTALS FOR ACTIVE ADULTS*

Priced from $1,410 per month 

Concierge Service Massage Service Available State-of-the-art Fitness Centers On-site Beauty Salon Clubhouse with Pool

RAIDERS TUNE UP FOR COUNTIES

Raider Matmen Ground
Cardinal Matmen, 65-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wearing throwback uniforms circa
1970s, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team brushed
up on its moves with a 65-12, victory
over visiting Plainfield on January 28
in preparation for the upcoming Union
County Tournament to be held this
Friday and Saturday. The 12-3 Raid-
ers received seven forfeits and won
four of the six contested bouts.

The Cardinals won the first two
bouts of the evening via fall with
team captain Jose Otero pinning Billy
Jacobs in 1:05 using a body press at
189-lbs and talented 103-lb Nelson
Orellana turning Gary Schardien in
2:41.

Raider Ricky Olsson used a bar-
rage of nearfalls and tilts to go along
with his two takedowns and a reversal
to gain a 17-0, technical fall in 4:50
over Sal Orellana at 125-lbs. At 130-
lbs, Raider Dave DeNichilo mastered
his leverage advantage to score a
takedown before pinning Trevor Lyles
with a Jacobs’ hook and a single grape-
vine in 35 seconds.

“Ricky had a back injury against
Linden but he’s working through it
and doing well. He and DeNichilo are
having another wrestleoff. DeNichilo
has been out for a while and he has
been getting the itch. They both are
looking really good,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz.

Wrestling up at 135-lbs, Dakiem

Gaines flopped Joshua Jackson to the
mats and pinned him in 20 seconds
with a tight front arm bar.

Scholz continued, “All the way
through! Trevor (Cannon) at 112, he
watches all his tapes and he learns
from that. Sal Gano (119), I expect
great things from him in the counties.
He’s focused and ready to go. Dakiem
is very aggressive. He just needs to
finish his moves a bit.”

Raider Pat Mineo quickly scored a
throw takedown and rocked Ricardo
Christmas to sleep in 1:05 with a snug
cradle at 145-lbs.

“We know our big guns will take
care of themselves. (Anthony)
Ferrante studies his kids. (AJ) Watson!
You can’t count him out because he
has funky moves. He makes things
happen. Our younger guys are step-
ping up in practice. They know we
have something big coming up, the
county tournament,” said Scholz.
“Guys like Joe Bachi are stepping up,
wrestling hard, wrestling with me,
wrestling with Watson, just making
things happen. Overtime, double
overtimes – referring to the Raiders’
two, sudden death overtime victories
at Linden on January 21 – most of the
time we are usually the victors. I
think it has to do with our condition-
ing in practices.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
152: — Anthony Ferrante (S) won forfeit
160: — AJ Watson (S) won forfeit
171: — Joe Bachi (S) won forfeit
189: — Otero (P) p. Jacobs, 1:05
215: — Nick Giannaci (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Joe Foote (S) won forfeit
103: — Nelson Orellana (P) p. Schardien,
2:41
112: — Marc Rucin (S) won forfeit
119: — No bout
125: — Olsson (S) tf Sal Orelanna, 17-0,
4:50
130: — DeNichilo (S) p. Lyles, :35
135: — Gaines (S) p. Jackson, :20
140: — Steve Mineo (S) won forfeit
145: — Pat Mineo (S) p. Christmas, 1:05

Blue Devil Bowlers Stop
Irvington, Seton Hall

The Westfield High School Bowl-
ing team defeated Irvington to win its
10th in a row and advance its confer-
ence record to 11-1 on January 25. On
January 27, the Blue Devils topped
undefeated Seton Hall Prep, 5-2, to
improve to 12-1.

The keglers had several heroes as
they won the Irvington match, 7-0.
Eric Curialle had high game for the
Blue Devils in Game 1 with a 245. In
Game 2, Blue Devil Bryan Elsasser
rolled a 202 game. Alex Wronski was
high person in the final game as he
banged out a 234.

Head Coach Mike Tirone has been
happy with the improvement of all of
the team members as they started
their season-ending push. He signaled
out Curiallle as a candidate. “I am
becoming very comfortable in trust-
ing him in varsity matches. The fresh-
man has great poise and a sense of
knowing what is needed at critical
times in a match.”

Against Seton Hall Prep, Westfield

won total pins, 2613-2517, and won
Game 1, 926-848. Sophomore Tristan
Bellotti bowled a personal-best 267
game to lead the Blue Devils. Wronski
chipped in with a 194. The Blue Dev-
ils dropped Game 2,802-785. Both
teams struggled to adjust to the chang-
ing lane conditions.

Westfield had a great show of
strength to win Game 3, 902-867.
Bellotti bowled a 162, sophomore
Harrison Mercado had a 168 and
Elsasser and Wronski had scores of
191 and 192 respectively.

Senior captain Brian Stotter, stated
Coach Tirone, “held the team together
as he has done all year long with a 189
third game score.” The key to the win
over the Prep was “the players ability
to adjust from comfort levels to using
shots that they are not comfortable
with, yet they are the shots that will
score on the types of conditions we
were facing. Stotter has been learning
to adjust and to also lead our young
team as they struggle to adjust.”

Raider Basketballers Rattle
Lady Tigers’ Cage, 65-36

Senior guard Elizabeth DeCataldo
scored 20 first-half points en route
to a career-high 22 as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basket-
ball defeated Linden, 65-36, in Lin-
den on January 27. Decataldo con-
nected on 9-of-15 from the floor,
including 3-of-4 from beyond the
arc, and added three rebounds, five
assists and three steals.

The Raiders jumped out to an 8-0
lead following a 3-pointer from
Maura Gillooly and built a 14-5 lead
at the 4:02 mark. After a timeout,
Linden tied the game with a 9-0 run,
but DeCataldo nailed a 3-pointer to
give the Raiders a 17-14 lead.

In the second quarter, the Raiders
rocked the Tigers, 23-5, to take a
40-19 halftime lead. DeCataldo net-
ted 12 points in the quarter, while
guard Jenny Burke hit a pair of

jumpers and a free throw. The Raid-
ers held a 13-11 edge in the third
quarter then closed the game with a
12-6 showing in the fourth, as the
post combination of Tiffany Smith,
who led the Raiders with nine re-
bounds and had seven points, and
Lauren Benevengo combined for
eight points.

Sophomore guard Allie Zazzali
added 12 points, while Burke pro-
vided a season-high 11 assists to go
along with nine points.
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD (12-4)
Gillooly 1-1-0-5, Burke 4-0-1-9,
DeCataldo 7-2-2-22, Smith 3-0-1-7,
Benevengo 2-0-4-8, Mahoney 1-0-0-2,
Zazzali 6-0-0-12.

LINDEN
Dixon 2-2-2-12, Deeb 0-2-0-6, Casimir 3-
1-2-11, Durand 2-0-3-7

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 23 13 12 65
Linden 14   5 11   6 36

Union County High School
Varsity Wrestling Results:

JANUARY 26:
NEW PROVIDENCE 36, RAHWAY 29

KEY BOUTS:
112: — Ryan Wilson (R) md Adel Afzal, 9-1
119: — Wade Baldwin (NP) d Jon
Santoni, 3-2
125: — Ross Baldwin (NP) p Joe Andes,
1:31
130: — Mike Boccellari (NP) d. Oscar
Zuniga, 2-0
140: — Larry Peotter (NP) d Joel
Acevedo, 8-7, SD OT
145: — Carlos Nicasio (R) md Marc
Neuwirth, 10-2
171: — Alex Allman (R) p Ratul
Bhattacharyya, 3:21
215: — Trevor Martin (NP) p Lakan
Evangelista, 5:45

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 58,
ELIZABETH 15

KEY BOUTS:
140: — Steve Mineo (S) tf Marquan
Smith, 17-0, 2:00
145: — Pat Mineo (S) p Anthony Davis, 2:56
152: — Anthony Ferrante (S) p Kevin
Lorjuste, 3:31
160: — AJ Watson (S) p Jeff Norville, 4:39
Hwt: — Marc Fabiano (S) p Hatis Will-
iams, 1:39
112: — Rahman Fuquan (E) d Trevor
Cannon, 2-1, SD OT
119: — Sal Gano (S) tf Eric Ogada, 22-4, 5:10

UNION 39, LINDEN 27
KEY BOUTS:

215: — Julio Loperena (L) d Pete
Tuerdov, 3-2
125: — Ralph Celestin (L) p Bryan
Gomes, 5:16
135: — Will Cooper (L) d Nelson Gomes, 3-2
171: — Jose Nazario (U) d Kareem
Absolu, 5-4

BREARLEY 45, JOHNSON 25
KEY BOUTS:

171: — Scott Diaz (J) d Connor Shan-
non, 4-3
215: — Jesse Boyden (B) p Matt Kohen, 1:04
112: — Anthony Priore (J) md Dan
Conroy, 13-0
135: — Mike Coler (J) d Steve Margolin, 6-3

JANUARY 28:
UNION 72, WESTFIELD 6

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
112: — Sam Kramer (W) d Ryan
Lockwood, 11-4
119: — Marco Bobadilla (U) p Matt

Kamel, 3:34
152: — Pete Jacangelo (U) p Andrew
Shaffer, 1:00
160: — Tom Mahon (U) p Marc Boyd, 3:33
171: — Dan Whitney (W) d Tom Ahern, 6-1

JANUARY 29:
NEW PROVIDENCE 35, BOUND BROOK 31

KEY BOUTS:
215: — Shane Mallory (N) md Mike Rob-
erts, 14-6
130: — Nick Murray (B) d Ross Baldwin,
4-2, OT
135: — Larry Peotter (N) d. Reggie Perry, 9-4

NORTH PLAINFIELD 54, WESTFIELD 17
KEY BOUTS:

119: — Matt Kamel (W) md Yuri Urratia, 11-1
152: — Andrew Shaffer (W) md Mike
Doran, 13-3
160: — Marc Boyd (W) p Manny Lora, 1:54
171: — Dan Whitney (W) d Nelson
Puented, 7-2

Tiger Hoopmen Outdo
Blue Devils, 66-54

No. 12 Linden High School, led by
Michael Henderson who bucketed 17
points, scooted past the Westfield
High School boys basketball team,
66-54, in Westfield on January 25.
Eric Hayes led the 6-7 Blue Devils
with 19 points.

Bryan Power sank 10 points, Josh
Gerckens scored nine and Billy
Hearon added six for Westfield and
Charles Miller scored 16 points for
the 14-1 Tigers.
Linden 20 16 16 14 66
Westfield 17 13 12 12 54

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AWAITING THE CALL…Raider Ricky Olsson, top, looks for the ref to award
the final three points to give him a 17-0, technical fall over Sal Orellana in the 125-
lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING AN EASY VICTORY…Raider Nick Giannaci, donning a throw-
back uniform from the 1970s, smiles as he receives a forfeit at 215-lbs.
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Blue Devil Track Girls Retain
Union County Indoor Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devils Win 4 of 5 Bouts
In 53-21 Loss to Cougars

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

No. 12 Tiger Boys Pull Away
From Raider Cagers, 62-47

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

our legs got a little tired from banging
with them.”

“We slowed our tempo down a
little,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty. “We tried to get the ball
inside and we did a great job on
defense. I wish we could have scored
more in that time.”

Henderson started the fourth quar-
ter with his final 3-pointer and Raider
Bayard answered with two of his 3-
pointers; however, as time drew
sparse, the Raiders had to attempt
more shots from 3-point range and
were unsuccessful. Additionally, the
need to foul arose and the Tigers
made the trip to the line and hit 7-for-
13 in the final minutes.

“They were worried about us bring-
ing the ball inside and left the 3-
pointers wide open, so we tried to get
our 3-pointers the ball,” explained
Ford. “We played them better this
time.”

“We talked to the kids about play-
ing with intensity. We did last Tues-
day against Shabazz. You’re talking
about two top-20 teams! The kid’s
(Henderson) an all-state player. DJ
Garret did a good job. Rob Lewis did
a very good job on him. I told them, if
we play like that the rest of the way,
we are going to win a lot of ball
games.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 14   6 14 47
Linden 18 16   5 23 62

his record to 13-3 with a command-
ing, 15-0 technical fall in 4:33 over
Cougar Kevin Alderidge at 152-lbs.
Shaffer executed a five-point lateral
drop in the first period, added another
five-point drop and a three-point near
fall in the second period then ended
the bout with a double-leg takedown
early in the third period.

Reflecting on his bout with Watson,
Shaffer commented, “I never should
have lost that match. I gave him all
seven of his points just on being stu-
pid, so I came back with a quick pin
against Plainfield and got a tech fall
here. I think that is a good step toward
my end of the year goals winning
counties, winning districts and mak-
ing it out of the region. I never take it
for granted. I have to respect every-
one I wrestle.”

Marc Boyd made it look easy in the
160-lb bout with a pin in 1:26 over
Cougar Steve Ferrao using a half nelson
and body press. Then, in a showdown
bout between two wrestlers with ex-
cellent records, Cougar C.J. Ferrara

used the same tight waist tilting ma-
neuver five times in the third period to
amass 12 points and gain a 15-0, tech-
nical fall in 5:16 over Blue Devil Dan
Whitney at 171-lbs. After a scoreless
first period, Ferrara got an escape and
a takedown at the buzzer in the second
period to take a 3-0 lead.

“I shouldn’t have let him get those
on me,” said Whitney, whose record
shifted to 13-3, after the match. “He
had a really strong tight waist and he
jacked me with it.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
112: — Kramer (W) p Petrozziello, 1:52
119: — Kamel (W) md Jim Provence, 9-0
125: — Steve Chencharik (C) won for-
feit
130: — Anthony Crecca (C) won forfeit
135: — Chris Ridente (C) won forfeit
140: — Jeb Dennis (C) won forfeit
145: — Chris Taglia (C) won forfeit
152: — Shaffer (W) tf Alderidge, 15-0,
4:33
160: — Boyd (W) p Ferrao, 1:26
171: — Ferrara (C) tf Whitney, 15-0, 5:16
189: — Dave Vecca (C) won forfeit
215: — Matt Costello (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — No bout
103: — Jesse Hynes (C) won forfeit

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003

Hye-Young Choi

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 6 •  1-4 PM
1973 Duncan Drive, Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains . . . Spacious, sunny home w/new addition.  New custom KIT w/
granite cntrs, top-of-the-line appliances & separate dining area adjacent to FR
w/French drs to park-like property.  FDR w/sliders to newr DK, new since ‘96:
Bths, CAC, RF & HWH.  Quiet location.  WSF0017  $729,900

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAINTAINING HIS SHUTOUT…Blue Devil Matt Kamel, right, controls Cou-
gar Jim Provence to maintain his 9-0, majority decision at 119-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING BACK TO EARTH…Raider Gavin Ford, No. 43, leaps high to get a
rebound in the third quarter against the Linden Tigers. The Tigers scored 23
points in the fourth quarter to grab a 62-47 victory.

This charming home is set on a corner lot.  There are
many updates including a kitchen with separate dining
area, furnace, central air, roof, air cleaner and attic fan.
The Recreation room on the lower level has a
woodburning fireplace.  This four bedroom home makes
for comfortable living.

Call Today!

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Cathy Splinter

Sales Associate

Direct Dial: (908) 233-5508

cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com

600 North Ave West     Westfield, NJ 07090   (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated

Westfield

Practically Perfect
WESTFIELD - Move right into this classical 2 bedroom Colo-

nial home.  With everything already done for you, you’ll enjoy the

stylish and efficient renovated Eat-In Kitchen with its extensive

cabinetry, granite countertops, and newer appliances.  The Living

Room fireplace, Dining Room leaded glass windows, and sunny

Den provide elegance and comfort.  Professional landscaping, in-

cluding brick walkways and patio make outdoor entertaining fun

and the refurbished oversized garage provides for additional stor-

age.  There’s so much more to discover and enjoy, this well main-

tained home won’t last long at $429,900.

Call Faith today for your personal tour or visit my website at
www.NJTopHomes.com for a Property Brochure.

Faith A. Maricic
908-301-2029 (Direct Line)

Visit my Website at: www.NJTopHomes.com

for Virtual Tours and Property Brochures

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office          209 Central Avenue          908-233-5555

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Revive the Spirit
RAHWAY - Lead a charmed life in this artful renovation of an

early 20th centruy bungalow that melds period details with a well-

conceived floor plan, exceptional condition, and a fine tuned sense

of well being.  Boasting stained glass windows, deep chestnut trim

and oak floors, in addition to a parquet ceiling in the Living Room

this 3 Bedroom home is frugal in scale, but zen-like in simplicity.

This craftsman style bungalow is hand-crafted down to every de-

licious detail.  It will steal your heart at $285,000.

“I am definitely happy with my
performance because I was going for
a place more than time. We need the
points and I wanted to save some-
thing for the eight (880-yard race)
coming up. That’s where we are count-
ing on most of our points,” said Onishi.

Also prior to the 880-yard event,
MacNeil earned another eight team
points by finishing second in a near
photo finish with Governor Livingston’s
Chrissy McCurdy in the 440-yards.
McCurdy edged MacNeil, who crossed
in 1:03.7, by one-tenth of a second.

Raider Samantha Gates surprised her-
self in the 880 by finishing third with a
personal-best indoor time of 1:06.

“I totally didn’t expect it. I knew I
had to run my heart out in the begin-
ning and take it from there. I could
have had a better start but I definitely
felt strong,” said Gates.

Leadoff runner MacNeil, Miriam
Becker-Cohen, Erin McCarthy and

anchor Onishi took top honors in the
4x440 relay with a time of 4:25.1.
The Raiders finished third with a time
of 4:30.8. Blue Devil sophomore
Emily Perry took fourth in the high
jump with a height of 4’10” and Jen
Danielsson finished third in the two-
mile with a time of 12:31.7. Raider
Kat Berka placed fifth in the shot put
with a shove of 30’4.5”. Union
Catholic’s Jenn Seniszyn placed fifth
in the 60-yard dash with a time of 7.6.

Raider senior Mary Shashaty
passed Stephanie Genna of Union
with three laps remaining in the two-
mile to finish second with a time of
12:09.9 behind Laura Gallo of
Cranford who crossed first with a
time of 11:48.8.

TOP 10 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield 45, 2. Rahway 41, 3.

Summit 34, 4. Union 30, 5. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 22, 6. Johnson 20, 7. Gover-
nor Livingston 19, 8. Plainfield and
Cranford 17, 10. Linden 14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held February 1, 2005, and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 15th day of February 2005, at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter
as said matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be
interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1845
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 16, “PARKS AND RECREATION” BY CHANGING CERTAIN
FEES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE MEMORIAL POOL AND BY ESTAB-
LISHING CERTAIN NEW MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town council of the Town of Westfield as follows:

That Section 16-12 “Fees established” be amended to read as follows:

Class of Membership Resident Non-resident

1.  Family $ 278.00 $ 522.00
2.  Family with full time child care $ 443.00 $ 832.00
3.  Husband and Wife without children $ 225.00 $ 437.00
4.  Individual $ 165.00 $ 310.00
5.  Senior Citizen $   70.00 $ 130.00

SECTION III.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict, or inconsistent, with any
part of the terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION IV.  In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity
of this ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitu-
tional or invalid.

SECTION V.  This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon
as, and in the manner, permitted by law.
1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $61.20

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING A STRATEGIC RACE…Blue Devil Annie Onishi, left, finished third
in the one-mile race to earn six much needed team points. See photo on page 13.
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FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD $869,900
Wonderful newer home built by Michael Mahoney beautifully appointed thru out, featuring an open floor plan
including a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/island open to Family Room w/fireplace;
4 Bedrooms and 2 full and 2 half baths, including a Master Suite w/luxurious full bath and walk in closet; plus a
finished Recreation Room.  All this plus a 2 car garage and walk up attic for storage.  Conveniently located to schools,
town and NYC transportation.  WSF0039

#1 Agent - Westfield Office

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Move right in to this lovely home with hardwood floors located in a quiet neighborhood.  This home boasts 3 bedrooms, 1 full
and 2 half baths, sliding doors that open to the deck and a fenced-in yard.  Grade level family and laundry rooms, basement
recreation room, new central air conditioning and underground lawn sprinkler system.  Located within walking distance to
Tamaques Park and Tamaques School. Offered for $489,500  (WSF1077)

Susan Checchio
Sales Associate

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, February 6th, 1-4 PM

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2004

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com

100 Surrey Lane, Westfield

Veteran St. Bart’s Softball League
Applications Due by February 12

Student Athletes to Be Honored
At ‘Hot Stove League’ Dinner
The Union County Baseball Asso-

ciation, in cooperation with the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation, will honor a
number of student athletes on Sun-
day, February 13, at the 69th Annual
Hot Stove League Dinner beginning
at 1 p.m. at the L’Affaire Banquet
Center, 1099 Route 22 East in
Mountainside.

Among the young award winners
will be Anthony Davis, a graduate of
Plainfield High School; Kate Sands,
a graduate of Cranford High School;
Tony Wargo, a graduate of New Provi-
dence High School; Frank Meade, a
graduate of Linden High School;
Becky Riccitelli of Roselle Park High
School; and Brittany Steiner of Union
Catholic High School.

The special guest speaker will be
former New York Yankees and Balti-
more Orioles outfielder Paul Blair, who
won World Series rings with both clubs.

Admission is $35 per person, with
proceeds going to help fund the Union
County Summer Youth Baseball
League for youngsters 8 to 15 years,
and the newer Fall Teen League. Since

1937, the annual Hot Stove League
Dinner has been the primary fund-
raising effort for the Union County
Baseball Association’s summer and
fall programs. Tickets may be ob-
tained by calling (908) 527-4910

Veterans of the St. Bart’s Men’s
Softball League should submit their
applications for this year by Febru-
ary 12. After that date new players
will be accepted where veterans did
not submit their applications.

Applications are available for men,
a minimum of 30-years-old, who
want to join a great softball league.
They may be picked up in Scotch
Plains at Standard Pest Control or
Sideline Sports and in Fanwood at
Family Investors Company.

This year will mark the league’s
27th year. The league started with
four and has grown to 10 teams.
Much of the league’s success can be
attributed to the fact that new teams
are chosen each year during a draft
ala the NFL’s college draft.

If there are any questions about
the league, please call Commissioner
Dom Lawrence at (908) 322-1697 or
Publicity Chairman Dean Talcott at

(908) 322-6577. All games are played
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood area
on weeknights.

Fitzpatrick Inducted Into SAC Hall of Fame
Bill Fitzpatrick of Westfield was inducted into the Shore Athletic Club’s Hall

of Fame for his contributions both to the club and to track and field in New
Jersey. Fitzpatrick represented the Shore AC as an athlete and later as a coach.

He is the founder of the Long Beach Island 18-Mile Run, the Bob Roggy
Invitational Meet, and was the Meet Director of the New Jersey International
Track and Field Meet in 1980. He also served on the host committee for the
World Cross Country Championships in Boston.

Currently, he is the Head Coach for Cross Country and Track and Field at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield. He is also a trustee of The
Scholarship Fund for Inner-City Children and has produced both track meets
and basketball tournaments to benefit The Fund.

IHM Hoops Tourney
Set for February 19
The 11th annual IHM March

Madness basketball tournament
will be held at the Nazareth Cen-
ter at Immaculate Heart of Mary
in Scotch Plains. The tournament
will begin on February 19 and
should end on March 23.

This year, the Hoop Group and
Pocono Invitational Basketball
Camp will sponsor the tourna-
ment. The cost is $250 per team
with a three game guarantee.
There will be partial scholarships
to the Pocono Invitational Camp
provided by the Hoop Group to
all tournament team members and
MVP’s. Also, the Hoop Group
will provide a clipboard for each
head coach. A photographer is
expected to be at the games to
take action shots or team/indi-
vidual photos for purchase by
parents.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STAYING CLOSE TO THE LEADER…Raider Mary Shashaty, right, keeps
close to the leader in the two-mile and eventually finishes second in the Union
County track championship.

  

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster

General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

WESTFIELD LIMO TRANS CORP

from Westfield • Garwood • Cranford

Scotch Plains / Fanwood

to NWK Airport

Scotch Plains / Fanwood

to JFK - LAG

75.00$25.00$
plus tolls

908-654-1140          1-866-795-TAXI

Van Slightly Higher

Goods & Services You Need!

bathrooms
kitchens

SPECIALISTS IN REMODELING OF

&
INDOOR • OUTDOOR PAINTING

732-382-4136
973-444-1391 (cell)

Free Estimates

mtv1970@msn.com

j. valente

Opal Electric Services LLC

(908) 245-3577

Residential
Commercial
Industrial

Bonded & Insured            License #9204

St. Helen’s Boys Run
Hoops Record to 18-0
The St. Helen’s eighth grade boys

basketball team ran its regular-sea-
son record to 18-0 with three more
victories this week. St. Helen’s is 6-0
in Union County CYO, 7-0 in Perth
Amboy Catholic League (PACL) play
and 5-0 OLP Varsity action.

In PACL action, St. Helens
knocked off St. Mary’s of Perth
Amboy behind 19 points from Kevin
Boyle, 16 from Chris Sheehan and
12 from Tony DiIorio. Also in PACL
action, St. Helens downed La
Ascuncion. Spencer Cassidy led the
way with 12 points. Matt Isabella
chipped in with 11 and Jimmy
Reardon and Kyle Marsh added 10
each. In Union County CYO play,
St. Helen’s topped St. James behind
12 from Isabella and 10 from DiIorio.
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209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090 
 Bus.: (908) 233-5555  

Barbara M. Callahan 
(908) 301-2886 Direct 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004  
Cell: 908-447-1806 
E-Mail: brokerbmc@aol.com 
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Charming “Gardens” Colonial 
This pristine 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath, colonial cape sits on a quiet tree lined street within walking 

distance of school, town and NYC transportation. A sunny foyer and gleaming hardwood floors 

welcome you into the formal dining room with wainscoting and chair rail while the spacious living 

room boasts a fireplace and entrée to an airy  screen porch. A “state of the art” kitchen offers both 

cabinet space and a convenient mud room along  with access to a hall with a full bath, den and guest 

room. The 2nd floor master bedroom features skylights, and a private bath and the other two 

bedrooms share a bath. A fabulous finished rec room complete this “MUST SEE MUST SEE MUST SEE MUST SEE “home! 

                   Expect More…. 

              Offered at $ 789,900. 

For Homes Priced at $500,000 & Above 

Here’s What You Get for 1% 

 Comparable Market Analysis 

 MLS with Virtual Tour & Slide Show 

 Featured on REALTOR.com SHOWCASE 

 Featured on REALTOR.com w/Virtual Tour 

 Featured on SellerNet.com w/Virtual Tour 

 SellerNet® Premium Lawn Sign 

 Hosted REALTOR® Open House 

 SellerNet® EXCLUSIVE Home Staging® 
     Consultation & Assessment 

 SellerNet® EXCLUSIVE Open House Bus Tour 

 SellerNet® EXCLUSIVE Award-Winning Ads 

 SellerNet® Transaction Tracking System 

 SellerNet® EXCLUSIVE Presentation Package 

 24/7 Full-Service REALTOR® Assistance 

1¼% For Homes Between $400,000 - $499,999 
1½% For Homes Under $400,000 

For More Information, Visit Our Website at SellerNet.com 

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

ELIZABETH “BETH” KRONCKE
Sales Associate

www.elizabethkroncke.com

Fanwood . . . Meticulously maintained three bedroom one and a half bath
Col/Cape located on quiet tree lined street.  Features formal living room with
wood buning fireplace flanked by beautiful built in shelves, dining room w/
corner cupboard and French doors that lead you into newly painted three
season porch with mahogany ceiling.  Gleaming country French eat-in-kitchen
with sub-zero.  Finished family room with bar in basement.  Large lot 85 x
110 and 1 car detached garage.  Recent improvements include pavers walk-
way, LR molding, Full Bath, CAC, French Drain, re-finished wood floors,
roof and the list goes on.  Truly move in condition.  Call Beth Kroncke for a
private showing at 908-337-5971.  WSF0030 $425,000

DIRECT: 908-233-5555 x 224
CELL: 908-337-5971

ekroncke@coldwellbanker.com

SO
LD

Ritz Carlton of Dog Hotels
Opens Doors in Fanwood

‘Y’ to Present Lecture
Regarding Alzheimer’s

WESTFIELD – A lecture entitled
“What You Need to Know About
Alzheimer’s and Related Dementia
Disorders” will be held on Monday,
February 7, from 7 to 8 p.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Amy Matthews from the
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America
will be the lead presenter. This lecture,
which is free and open to the public,
will cover information, resources, re-
search and referrals.

Interested persons are asked to con-
firm plans to attend. For more infor-
mation, or to respond, please call the
Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 251.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – K-9 Resorts Daycare
& Luxury Hotel, the first and only
facility of its kind in the nation, offer-
ing ultra-luxurious accommodations
for pets, opened its doors at 43 South
Avenue in Fanwood on January 30.

K-9 Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Steven E. Parker told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that when he
was a young man, he was interested
in law enforcement and planned to
major in criminal justice at college.

However, Mr. Parker loved ani-
mals so much that he started a local
pet sitting and dog walking business
in high school.

“During my senior and college
freshman years, the business started
doing so well that I decided to attend
an international pet sitting confer-
ence. That’s where I got the inspira-
tion to take it to the next level and
opened up a luxury dog hotel,” said
Mr. Parker.

K-9 Resorts President Jason Parker
explained how his brother Steven
approached him with a partnership in
the pet sitting business and the rest
was history.

“We started watching neighbors’
pets while they were on vacation,”
said Jason Parker. “As the business
continued to grow, our goal was to
shape it into a top notch professional
business.

“With five years of experience be-
hind us, we developed the idea to start
K-9 Resorts Doggie Daycare &
Luxury Hotel,” he continued. “We
scoped out several properties and
found Fanwood to be the best central-
ized location. Pet owners in and out-
side of the area can conveniently come

to a luxurious facility that provides
cage-free day care, overnight and
extended boarding accommodations.”

K-9 Resorts features a state-of-the-
art air purification system. The facil-
ity also offers human quality ameni-
ties in every respect, from luxury
suites with color TV and Simmons
dog beds to room service.

Dogs are treated to sliced chicken
breast and delicious arrays of quality
gourmet foods. Evian spring water is
served along with Frosty Paws brand
doggie ice cream treats for dessert.

K-9 Resorts maintains an impres-
sively low pet-to-staff ratio, ensuring
each dog receives a generous amount
of private personal attention, playtime,
gourmet treats and love. Additionally,
K-9 Resorts features a doggie enter-
tainment system, customized for dogs’
stimulation and enjoyment.

A relatively new option for pet
owners, doggie daycare helps pro-
vide a place where a dog’s physical
and emotional health is maintained
through a stimulating environment. It
is considered by local veterinarians
to be a premium pet care facility.

“I would like to invite any dog
owner that lives in the Union County
area to tour our amazing facility and
meet our friendly, caring staff,” said
Steven Parker.

“I literally can say with confidence
that we are the Ritz Carlton of dog
hotels. We have many different ser-
vices and amenities that both serves
the client as well as the dogs,” he
stated.

“Our main focus is luxury for the
dogs, and if that’s what you are look-
ing for, just stop in at the K-9 Resorts
Daycare & Luxury Hotel or visit us at
our website, www.k9resorts.com,”
added Jason Parker.

Len Kanarek Appointed
Exec. VP at Gale Company

SCOTCH PLAINS – Len Kanarek
of Scotch Plains has been appointed
Executive Vice President for The
Gale Company in Florham Park. He
will be responsible for structuring
and negotiating transactions, capital
market activities and joint venture
relationships.

Mr. Kanarek will also be involved
in furthering the company’s invest-
ment platform on both the domestic
and international fronts.

“Len has a long established track
record of executing complex trans-
actions and managing growing orga-
nizations and we are proud to have
him on The Gale Company team.
Len will play an instrumental role in
formulating our strategy and enhanc-
ing our operating structure as we
continue to expand our leadership
role in the local, national and inter-
national real estate markets,” stated
Mark Yeager, President and Chief
Investment Officer, The Gale Com-
pany.

Prior to joining The Gale Com-
pany, Mr. Kanarek was senior vice
president of Integrated Resources,
Inc., a national real estate invest-
ment firm, where he focused on rais-
ing equity capital, structuring trans-

actions and maximizing the tax effi-
ciency of investments.

Previously, he served as President
of Equinox Financial, Ltd., a merg-
ers and acquisitions firm, where he
was responsible for arranging, struc-
turing and negotiating the sale of
closely held companies.

Mr. Kanarek started his career at a
big eight public accounting firm spe-
cializing in the tax consequences of
real estate investments and transac-
tions.

He received a bachelor’s degree
from Binghamton University and a
law degree from Syracuse Univer-
sity, College of Law (JD) and Legum
Magister (LLM) in Taxation from
the New York University Law School,
Graduate Division (LLM-taxation).

Mr. Kanarek is a certified public
accountant and a member of the New
York Bar.

The Gale Company, headquartered
in Florham Park, has regional offices
in New York, Boston, California, the
United Kingdom and South Korea. It
is one of the largest real estate com-
panies in the industry with a global
portfolio of office space and proper-
ties exceeding 60 million square feet,
a company spokesman said.

Westfield Area ‘Y’ Names
Chief Operating Officer

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area Y has announced that Paula
Ehoff will be joining the staff as
Chief Operating Officer effective
Tuesday, March 1.

Over the last year, Ms. Ehoff
served as Managing Director for
Education and Training for Kintera,
Inc., a software-as-a-service pro-
vider of knowledge interaction tech-
nology to non-profit organizations.

Prior to Kintera, Ms. Ehoff served
for 13 years with the YMCA, most
recently as a consultant analyst for
the Y Metro Software Product with
YMCA of the USA. Prior to that,
she served as a Branch Executive
Director for the Central Maryland
Association.

She also held positions as Asso-
ciate and Senior Associate Execu-
tive Director. Ms. Ehoff was the
first Family Services Director for
the Central Maryland Association.

She was a pioneer of YMCA Fam-
ily Services, both on the local and
national levels.

In addition to her Y experience,
Ms. Ehoff served as the Recreation

Supervisor for the City of Benicia,
CA; successfully established and
operated PC Ehoff, a computer con-
sulting and education service; and
was Executive Director of the
Benicia Education Fund, a city-
based philanthropic foundation
dedicated to funding educational
services not funded by the school
system.

Ms. Ehoff holds a master’s and
bachelor’s in education from
Towson University. She teaches at a
college near her home and serves on
the boards of several community
service organizations.

“We are thrilled to announce the
appointment of Paula Ehoff, “ said
Mark Elsasser, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Westfield Area Y.

“In her new position, Paula will be
responsible for all program and mem-
bership operations for the organiza-
tion as well as working directly with
me on fund development. She brings
a wealth of experience and will be a
great asset, not only to the Y, but to
the greater Westfield community,”
said Mr. Elasser.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WELCOME TO K-9 RESORTS…from deluxe rooms to luxury suites, including
digital cable color TV, K-9 offers the best in overnight accommodations for your
pet. A cage-free environment ensures your dog is comfortable, happy and well
cared for.
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Cheryl Dunkiel Appointed
Gifted, Talented Supervisor

NEW POST…Cheryl Dunkiel is the new Supervisor of the Gifted and Talented
program for the Westfield Public Schools.

WESTFIELD — Cheryl Dunkiel
has been named the Supervisor of
Gifted and Talented (G&T) Programs
for the Westfield Public Schools, as-
suming the position November 22.

Ms. Dunkiel will coordinate ser-
vices for gifted and talented students
in the Westfield Public Schools, with
emphasis on kindergarteners to eighth
graders. This includes a pull-out pro-
gram for third to eighth graders. She
will also train classroom teachers in
effective strategies for the instruction
of gifted and talented students.

With close to 10 years experience
in education, Ms. Dunkiel’s most re-
cent position was in the Ramsey
school district, where she was the
Director of the Gifted and Talented
program for middle school students.
She was also a Gifted and Talented
Coordinator for the Ringwood
Schools at the elementary (K-8) level.

Her experience includes designing
and implementing G&T curriculum
and coordinating school-wide enrich-
ment activities.

Ms. Dunkiel began her career in
Harrington Park in 1995, where she
was a Critical Thinking Teacher,
working with K-8 students on diver-
gent and convergent thinking and
“out-of-the-box” concepts.

She has been a member of the
Bergen County GT Consortium, the
Gifted Child Society, and the Bergen

Brain Busters Planning Committee.
In commenting on her new position

in Westfield, Ms. Dunkiel said, “I am
pleased to be here in Westfield as the
Gifted and Talented Supervisor. The
program is a great implementation for
our students. I look forward to work-
ing with the teachers and parents in
enhancing the program.”

Ms. Dunkiel holds master degrees
in educational leadership from Will-
iam Paterson University and in El-
ementary Education from Fairleigh
Dickinson University. She received a
bachelor’s degree in psychology/com-
munication from Pace University.

School Bd. to Discuss Arts,
Athletic Budget at Meeting
WESTFIELD — At the Tuesday,

February 8, meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education, the agenda will
include discussion of the proposed
2005-2006 school budget, with em-
phasis on fine arts and athletics.

The meeting will be held in Room
105 at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.

A complete agenda will be available
on Monday, February 7, in the Board
Secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street and
at www.westfieldnj.com/boe.

All public meetings of the Westfield
Board of Education are taped and can
be seen on Channel 36 on Tuesdays at
8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m. and Thursdays
at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

SPECIAL DONATION…For the second time, Jill Pate, a seventh grader at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield, has donated 12 inches of her hair to
Locks of Love, which provides wigs to children with hair loss.

UCC President’s Roster
Includes Local Students

CRANFORD – Of the approxi-
mate 9,400 fulltime and part-time
students who attend Union County
College (UCC) during the winter 2004
semester, 321 pupils have been named
to the President’s List in recognition
of their academic excellence.

Consideration for the President’s
List is based on quality points earned
as a result of the student’s grades and
number of credits carried. Only ma-
triculated students are eligible for
President’s List recognition.

To qualify, a student carrying at
least 15 credits for a semester must
achieve a minimum 3.50 grade point
average out of a possible 4.0, with
every grade being a “B” or higher. A
matriculated student carrying 12 cred-
its during one semester is eligible for
the President’s List if they achieve a
grade point average of 3.75 or better,
with no grade lower than a “B.”

A part-time matriculated student
will be considered for the President’s
List if they have earned at least 12
credits and has obtained a cumulative
grade point average of at least 3.0.

Once this minimum is met, the stu-
dent must carry no less than six cred-
its and earn a semester average of
3.75 with no grade lower than a “B.”

Westfield:
Janice Sampson, Anna Dec, Chris-

tine Mc Grath, Cindra Ryan, Maria
Trevisan, William Humphreys, Phillip
Uhlig, Alison Stillman, Dawn Kemp,
Christopher Palentchar, Sung Jo,
Melissa Parisi, Terra Meierdierck,
Maria Vellucci, and Bernadette Eger.

Mountainside:
Leigh McDevitt, Celeste Chute-

Wright, Jessica Ott, and Joshua Moss.
Scotch Plains:

Tayana Bayok, Jason Patterson,
Franklin Silva, Sherrian Wilson,
Olanrewaju, Aimee Lamastra,
Esmeralda Sinanovic, Steven Soreth,
Christine Macchia, Anthony Carter,
Bobby Riggins, Magdalena Rynska,
Susan Shopiro, and Peter Clavin.

Fanwood:
Lynn Bernstein

Berkeley Heights:
Nancy Bostwick, Julia Hynes,

Joanna Trzaskowska, Thomas
Campora, and Erin Weber.

Carolyn White Receives
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Carolyn White, a senior history/early
childhood education/elementary educa-
tion major at Albright College in Read-
ing, Pa., has been named to the dean’s list
for the fall 2004 semester. She is a
Westfield High School graduate.

Katherine Trimble
Named to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Katherine Trimble

of Westfield, a student in the Weinberg
College of Arts and Sciences at North-
western University in Evanston, Ill.
has been named to the dean’s list for
the fall quarter of the 2004-2005 aca-
demic year.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
James Trimble of Westfield.

Virginia Tech Honors
WF, Area Students

AREA – Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg, Va. has announced that
Westfield resident Anthony Agresta
and Berkeley Heights students Dou-
glas Auchter, Meagan Butler and
Christopher Sharkey have been named
to the dean’s list for the fall 2004
semester.

Anthony is a sophomore majoring
in electrical engineering at the Col-
lege of Engineering.

Douglas is a freshman majoring in
university studies. Meagan is a sopho-
more majoring in human nutrition,
foods and exercise in the College of
Agriculture and Life Sciences.

Christopher is a senior majoring in
mechanical engineering in the Col-
lege of Engineering.

Univ. of Connecticut
Honors Area Students
AREA – The University of Con-

necticut has announced that students
from Westfield and Berkeley Heights
were placed on the dean’s list for the
fall 2004 semester.

Westfield residents David Lizmi and
Robert Eckman, 3rd joined  Berkeley
Heights students Ashley Loria, Emily
Glynn and Evan Todd Schickel in being
honored for their academic excellence.

Andrew Royston Earns
Dean’s List Distinction

WESTFIELD – Andrew
Royston, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
George Royston of Westfield, has
been named to the dean’s list at
Stevens Institute of Technology
in Hoboken for the fall 2004 se-
mester, earning a grade point av-
erage of 3.7. A graduate of
Westfield High School, Andrew
is a freshman engineering major.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

‘Fifty Years of Excellence’
Marked at Jefferson School

CELEBRATION!…Faculty members at Jefferson Elementary School in
Westfield sport birthday hats in celebration of the school’s “Fifty Years of
Excellence in Education.”

WESTFIELD – Jefferson El-
ementary School in Westfield is in
the process of a yearlong celebra-
tion to mark “Fifty Years of Excel-
lence in Education.”

Throughout the year, projects and
programs sponsored by the school
community continue to highlight
the school’s 50-year history.

In the fall, teachers and staff
members created timeline shad-
owboxes that are currently dis-
played throughout the school. Each
teacher focused on a decade and
prepared a display of pictures and
mementos that highlight events and
activities during that period.

The teachers have also been

working together to prepare “de-
cade displays” which further spot-
light the decades of Jefferson
School’s existence.

On Wednesday, April 13, the
school will celebrate its birthday
with a special birthday party pro-
gram. At this time, a list of names
and addresses is being gathered,
including former teachers, staff and
volunteers, as well as the students
who attended Jefferson between
1954 and 1979.

To be placed on the list or to
place the name of someone living
outside the area who might qualify,
please call the school at (908) 789-
4490.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Scotch Plains $1,595,000 Westfield                                                        $729,900

Scotch Plains $799,000 Scotch Plains                                                  $580,000

Elegant CH colonial.  Custom built on private cul de sac.
2 story family room w/fireplace, huge dining room.  Su-
perb quality.  WSF0421

Open House: Sun. 2/6, 1-4 PM: 250 DELAWARE ST. Super
centerhall ranch adjacent to Green Acres.  DIR: Central Av,
Connecticut Av, rt Grandview to Delaware.  WSF0962

Classic centerhall colonial in the Gardens.  6 bedrooms, 3.2
baths, den, family room, living room fireplace, cac & much
more.  WSF0921

Gracious 5 bedroom home located in one of the most de-
sirable neighborhoods.  Offering elegance, privacy & re-
sort-like yard.  WSF0982

2 bedroom colonial in immaculate condition.  Large up-
dated kitchen, fireplace with marble surround & hearth,
cac & more. WSF0026

Meticulous split.  4 bedrooms include 2 masters, 3.1 baths,
large family room with built-in bar, eat-in kitchen, patio
and deck.  WSF0910

Westfield                                                     $1,269,000

Westfield                                                        $429,900
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Washington School, College
Planning Featured on TV-36
WESTFIELD — Washington El-

ementary School in Westfield will
be featured on cable TV Channel 36
throughout the month on February.

The regularly scheduled program,
“Focus on Our Schools,” which de-
buted on Westfield High School
(WHS)-TV-36 in November, spot-
lights one Westfield Public School
each month.

In November, McKinley Elemen-
tary School was featured; Franklin
Elementary School in December; and
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
January.

The show can be seen beginning
February 3 on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. and
7 p.m.; Thursdays at 2 and 10 p.m.;

Saturdays at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.; and
Sundays at 4 p.m. through February 27.

Washington Principal Joseph
Malanga said, “Washington School
is celebrating its 50th anniversary
this year. I am pleased to have the
opportunity to show the public some
of the wonderful traditions of our
great school as well as the innova-
tions occurring in our classrooms.”

Immediately following the “Focus
on Our Schools” program in February
will be “College Planning Night for
Juniors,” a WHS presentation which
took place in January that was taped for
viewing on Channel 36. The featured
speaker, Janet Rapelye, is Dean of
Admissions at Princeton University.

Weather-Related School
Closings to Be Announced

WESTFIELD — In the event of
unexpected school closings or de-
layed openings in the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, information will be avail-
able at New Jersey 101.5 FM, Cable
TV Channel 36 and by visiting
www.westfieldnj.com.

In addition to the above notifica-
tions, elementary school students’
homes will be telephoned by Parent
Teacher Association and Parent Teacher
Organization parents to advise them of
closings or delayed openings.

If a delayed opening of school is
announced, the same notification pro-
cedure will be followed.

During a delayed opening, Westfield

High School will open at 9:30 a.m., the
intermediate schools will begin classes
at 9:45 a.m., the elementary schools will
open at 10 a.m., Kindgergarten A.M.
will commence at 10 a.m., and Kinder-
garten P.M. will start at 12:35 p.m.

SP-F Scholarship Applications,
And Booklets Now Available

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation has reported that scholarship
booklets and applications are now
available for all Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents who will be gradu-
ating from high school in 2005, or
who will be undergraduate students
in college during the 2005-2006 aca-
demic year.

The materials may be picked up
from the Counseling Services Office
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS).

In accordance with the instructions
found in the booklet, all applications
must be received by the Foundation
President, Ellie Kramps, by Tuesday,
March 1.

For the 2005-2006 academic year,
the members of SMAC (Student
Movement Against Cancer) are mak-

ing two $1,000 awards available to
graduating SPFHS seniors. These
grants will be called the SMAC-Rob-
ert Mattar Scholarships in honor of
Robert, who is a member of the Class
of 2002, and his battle with cancer.

During the past 38 years, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation Board of Trustees has admin-
istered scholarships through the gen-
erous gifts given by current and former
members of the two communities.

Presently, the organization man-
ages scholarships from 23 established
funds and from 24 individuals and
organizations that give them money
on an annual basis.

To contribute to the foundation’s
Dollars for Students Fund, please send
monies to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box
123, Fanwood, 07023.

Brett Bushinger Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

SCOTCH PLAINS – Brett
Bushinger, a senior majoring in gen-
eral management from Scotch Plains,
has been named to the dean’s list at
Syracuse University’s Martin J.
Whitman School of Management for
the fall 2004 semester.

Westfield BOE Candidate’s
Filing Deadline February 28
WESTFIELD — Westfield resi-

dents interested in becoming a candi-
date for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation can obtain petitions at the Board
Secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street.

Petitions need to be signed and de-
livered to the Board Secretary Robert
Berman by Monday, February 28. The
annual school election will be held on
Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to 9 p.m.

The term for an elected board mem-
ber is three years. Each year, three
positions become available as a result
of expiring terms. Those school board

members whose terms are expiring
this year include Arlene Gardner,
Alice Hunnicutt and William Ziff.

Ms. Gardner announced at the Janu-
ary 25 meeting of the board that she
would not seek re-election. She has
served on the board for nine years and
called the experience “a priceless
pleasure of public service.”

Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a School Board Candidate
Kit at the board office at 302 Elm Street.
The kit includes information about legal
qualifications for school board candi-
dacy, campaign procedures, and the role
of the school board member.

Information about the New Jersey
School Ethics Act, important dates in
the school election process, and brief-
ing sessions for school board candi-
dates are also included in the kit.

RIGHT ON TRACK…Accepting a check for $1,500 from the Running
Company, pictured, left to right, are: Westfield Boosters Association Presi-
dent John Bennett; Westfield Public Schools Superintendent Dr. William
Foley; storeowner Gene Mitchell and Manager Brian Harris. Mr Harris
noted that the contribution demonstrates their support of the new track and
artificial turf field to be installed at Kehler Stadium later this year.

Running Company Donates
To School Field/Track Project
WESTFIELD – Westfield Super-

intendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley and Westfield Boosters Asso-
ciation President John Bennett ac-
cepted a check for $1,500 from the
Running Company of Westfield
toward the Kehler Stadium artificial
turf and new track project.

In a check presentation made on
January 25, storeowner Gene
Mitchell, accompanied by Man-
ager Brian Harris, said, “We are
glad to show our support for the
school district’s plans to place a
new track and field at Kehler Sta-
dium. This project will benefit all
athletes and the entire town.”

The store’s contribution is a re-
sult of the sale of Lance Armstrong
bracelets, with the Running Com-
pany matching the sales, for a 200
percent donation.

Mr. Mitchell also donated 10 per-
cent from the sale of track shoes as
well as his own personal contribu-
tion to round out the total contribu-
tion to $1,500.

In accepting the donation, Dr. Foley
said, “We appreciate the financial sup-
port of the Running Company and
their enthusiasm toward the Kehler

Stadium project. Thanks to the sup-
port of the community through the
bond referendum and individual con-
tributions, we are now in the process
of creating bid specifications with the
hope that the track and field will be
ready for use in the fall.”

The Westfield Boosters, a 501c3
organization, is monitoring the con-
tributions, which will help offset the
cost of this initiative. Donations of
$100 or more will be acknowledged
on a special plaque in the new
fieldhouse at Kehler Stadium.

A pledge form can be accessed at
www.westfieldnj.com/schoolbond/
index.htm.

In addition to individual pledges,
several financial pledges have been
made from local youth athletic or-
ganizations. The Westfield Soccer
Association and Westfield Lacrosse
Club each pledged $50,000; Friends
of Girls Lacrosse is contributing
approximately $30,000; Westfield
Boosters and PAL have pledged
$25,000 each; and Friends of
Westfield Track will donate
$10,000. In addition, Holy Trinity
and the Westfield Flyers are raising
funds for the field and track project.

CHAMPS…Westfield intermediate students Matthew Catenacci and Julian
Seltzer won their school-level competitions of the National Geographic Bee last
month. Pictured, left, Julian, a seventh grader at Roosevelt Intermediate School
and school winner of the National Geographic Bee, receives praise from Principal
Stewart Carey, while, pictured, right, Dr. Maria Schmidt, Supervisor of Social
Studies K-12, congratulates Matthew on his achievement.

Geography Competitions
Won by Westfield Pupils

WESTFIELD — Julian Seltzer, a
seventh grader at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, and Matthew Catenacci,
an eighth grader at Edison Intermedi-
ate School, won their school-level
competitions of the National Geo-
graphic Bee in January.

This marked the third consecutive
year that Matthew won the right to
represent Edison. At the school-level
bee, the students answered oral ques-
tions on geography, kicking off the
first round in the 17th annual Na-
tional Geographic Bee.

The Westfield students will now
take a written test, with up to 100 of
the top scorers in each state eligible to
compete in state championship Bees
on Friday, April 1.

The National Geographic Society
will provide an all-expense paid trip
to Washington, D.C. for the state
champions and teacher escorts to par-
ticipate in the national championship
on May 24 and 25. The first place
national winner will receive a $25,000
college scholarship and a lifetime
membership in the society.

MCKINLEY GOES MEXICAN…Kindergarten classes at McKinley Elemen-
tary School in Westfield celebrated the Mexican culture by hosting Mexican
fiestas in class. Teacher Kathy Speir invited parents to attend a special program,
which included Mexican songs, dances and food. The children worked hard to
prepare the event, and are pictured, above, donning their homemade and
personalized sombreros and serapes. Members of the kindergarten p.m. class,
pictured, left to right, are: first row, Vagelis Pashaloudis, David Lindros, Uma
Lakshman, Ms. Speir, Jack Serzan, Ethan Esval, Abigail Jones; and second row,
Sophia Gonzalez-Nolde, Manuel Gonzalez, Emily Kelly, Madelyn Jacobs, Katie
Colleran, Jacob Morales and Jacqueline Chacon.

Weichert®Weichert

Westfield Office
185 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-7777

Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Weichert

www.weichert.com

Weichert

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

NIKI FRY
Sales Representative / Realtor Associate

Weichert President’s Club
email: nfrywest@aol.com

Invite me in. . . I’ll bring results.

Call Niki for details!

weichert.com

A Wrap-around front screened porch welcomes you to this impressive Victorian residence impeccably reno-
vated with only the finest materials and an artist’s attention to detail.  Gloriously generous rooms include
entertainment size living room with built-ins flanking period brick fireplace, columns and French doors lead-
ing to a screened porch.  Another set of French doors and the original window seat accent the formal dining
room.  The sprawling eat in kitchen maintains it’s period feel with hand-rubbed cabinetry, a chestnut glass
hutch, glazed Mexican tile floor and garden window and flows into the family room addition off the kitchen
boasting oversize windows with custom frames replicating period woodwork.  The master bedroom addition
soars with volume ceiling and spacious bath including “Pearl” whirlpool tub, separate shower stall and private
commode.  Light fills the artist’s attic studio defined by pine paneled ceiling and walls, two skylights and
custom artwork cabinetry.  A truly special home minutes from town, schools and train.  DIR: Central Ave. to
South Ave. to Boulevard #626  (052000073)

website: www.westfieldhouses.com

A Weichert Exclusive

Open House: Sunday, February 6 • 12-4 PM

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

Be advised that the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission of the Town of Westfield
will meet at the Westfield Town Hall, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield at 8:00 p.m.
for the purpose of acting on items before
the commission on the following days in
the year 2005:

February 28
March 28
April 25
May 23
June 27
July 25

August 22
September 26

October 24
November 28
December 19

January 23, 2006
1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Febru-
ary 14, 2005, to hear the application of
Esther Stuart for 2 Balfour Lane, Block
14901, Lot10 and Block 15003, Lot 9, R-1
Zone which proposes to take approxi-
mately 6,166 square feet from Lot 9 and
add to Lot 10, subdivide proposed Lot 10
into two lots and construct two new homes.
The following variances are requested:

Section 23-4.2(a)-Front Yard Setback
Proposed Lot 10.01; Required: 60 feet;

Proposed: 79 feet
Proposed Lot 10.02; Required: 60 feet;

Proposed: 66.5 feet
All interested persons may be present

and be heard. The file pertainig to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/3/05, The Times Fee: $22.95
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       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Serving Westfield and Cranford Area

For Over 108 Years

With Dignity and Respect for all Faiths

318 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey

William A. Doyle, Manager

New Jersey License Number 2325

908-233-0143                     908-276-0092

Gray Funeral Home
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– Obituaries –
DEATH NOTICE

Robert C. Boyer, 92, Research Chemist;
Avid Gardener and Circus Enthusiast

Robert Clair Boyer, 92, died on
Tuesday, January 4, at Acorn Glen
Assisted Living in Princeton.

Born in Johnstown, Pa., he lived in
Princeton and was formerly of
Westfield.

He received a bachelor’s degree
from Albright College and a master’s

degree from Oberlin College, and had
been a teacher at Oberlin College for
three years.

Mr. Boyer retired after 45 years of
service from Exxon Oil Co. in Lin-
den, where he was a research chemist
in the Product Application Research
Department, working largely with
lubricants.

He was an Elder in the Second
Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth; an
active member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, and a member
of the Circus Model Builders Asso-
ciation.

His lifelong interest in the circus
industry allowed him to become an
elephant handler as a young man. He
was an avid gardener as well.

He was the son of the late Ira S. and
the late Ella Bittner Boyer.

Surviving are his wife of 69 years,
Ruth Kuhl Boyer of Princeton; a
daughter and son-in-law, Lois and
Russell Swanson of Hopewell; a son
and daughter-in-law, J. Robert and
Laura Boyer of Pittstown, and his
grandchildren, Jennifer Swanson,
Christopher Swanson, Karin
Swanson, Elizabeth Boyer and
Stephanie Boyer. His brother, Harold
“Bill” Boyer of Johnstown, Pa. also
survives him.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, January 15, at the Kimble
Funeral Home in Princeton. Inter-
ment was private.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Salvation Army, 4 Gary Road,
Union, N.J. 07083.

Additional information may be
available at www.kimblefh.com.

February 3, 2005

Carolyn Wenzler, 73, YWCA Member;
Owned Hardware Store for Many Years
Carolyn J. Wenzler, 73, of

Somersworth, N.H., died on Friday,
January 28, at The Kirkwood Nurs-
ing Home in Lee, N.H.

Born in Bogota, she had lived in
Westfield from 1965 to 1971, and
was also formerly of Oakland.

Mrs. Wenzler and her husband of
53 years, Fredrick W. Wenzler, had
owned Goodman’s Hardware in
Teaneck. She was a bookkeeper for
the business for 53 years before her
retirement in 2000.

She was a longtime member of the
Ridgewood YWCA and belonged to
its women’s swimming club.

She was predeceased by a daugh-
ter, Christine Wenzler.

Surviving, in addition to her hus-
band, are a son, Fredrick “Bud”
Wenzler of Hillsdale; two daughters,
Cathryn Wenzler of Irvington, N.Y.
and Carolyn Beairsto of South
Berwick, Me.; her mother, Hilda
Steron of Tampa, Fla.; a sister,
Jacqueline Darmin of Safety Harbor,
Fla., and four grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, February 2, at the
Bogart Memorial Reformed Church
in Bogota. Burial followed at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

February 3, 2005

Robert D. Nelson, 85
Robert D. Nelson, 85, of Westfield

died on Monday, January 31, at the
Lyons Veterans Administration Hos-
pital.

Born in Bayonne, he lived in
Westfield for the last 84 years.

He had owned and operated the
Robert Nelson Plumbing and Heat-
ing Company in Westfield from 1945
until retiring seven years ago.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, Mr. Nelson served in
Europe with the 4th Armored Divi-
sion.

He was a member of Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post No. 11467 of
Westfield and the Disabled American
Veterans.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Ruth Nelson, in 2004.

Surviving is a brother, Fred Nelson.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be

offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
February 3, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield 07091.

February 3, 2005

DEATH NOTICE
Gladys Gleason, 98, Active in Westfield;
Was Inducted Into Sports Hall of Fame

Thomas H. Gonch, 18, Choir Member;
Played With Battle of Bands Champs

Thomas Henry Gonch, 18, of
Fanwood died on Sunday, January
30, at Monmouth University in West
Long Branch.

Born in Towson, Md., he had lived
in Baltimore, Md. before moving to
Fanwood 15 years ago.

A 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Tommy
played bass guitar in the high school
jazz band “Spiffy.” He also was the
bass player, vocalist and co-
songwriter for the band “Absent
Minded,” which won the Battle of
the Bands competition at the high
school for two consecutive years.

He was a member of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains, where he
was active in the church Youth Group
and the choir. At the time of his
death, he was attending Monmouth
University.

Surviving are his father, William

C. Gonch, 3rd, of Queensland, Aus-
tralia; his mother, Christine DeGiulio
Gonch of Fanwood; a brother, Bill
Gonch, 4th; a sister, Susie Gonch,
and his grandfather, Ralph J.
DeGiulio.

He was predeceased by his grand-
parents, Audrey DeGiulio and Will-
iam C. Gonch, Jr.

A Funeral Mass will be offered at
10 a.m. on Saturday, February 5, at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Interment will follow at Hill-
side Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
February 4, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Thomas Gonch Mu-
sical Scholarship Fund, in care of
SPF Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood 07023.

February 3, 2005

Elizabethtown Gas Names
Gary Marmo Sales Director
UNION – Elizabethtown Gas, a

subsidiary of Atlanta-based AGL Re-
sources, has named Gary J. Marmo
of Saylorsburg, Pa. as Director of
Sales at Elizabethtown Gas.

In his new position, Mr. Marmo
will be responsible for all sales func-
tions, including residential, commer-
cial and industrial customers at the
New Jersey utility.

“Gary is the right man to do the job,”
said Eric Martinez, Elizabethtown Gas
Vice President and General Manager.
“His track record at the company has
proven his ability to meet customer

needs at all levels on time and on
budget.”

Most recently, Mr. Marmo held the
position of NUI Elizabethtown Gas
Manager, Customer Development. In
that position since 1996, he was re-
sponsible for marketing and sales
activities for NUI’s largest industrial
and commercial accounts in New Jer-
sey, New York, Pennsylvania, Mary-
land and North Carolina. He has been
with Elizabethtown Gas since 1989
in a variety of sales positions.

AGL Resources, an energy services
holding company, acquired Elizabethtown
Gas when it bought NUI Corp. in No-
vember 2004.

Cooking Program Set
At Local Synagogue

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains, has announced
a new adult education program called
“Not Just Chicken Soup.”

The program will feature instruc-
tion on the “basics” like homemade
soups and bread baking, as well as
how to transform basic kosher reci-
pes into custom creations.

The course will be held at the syna-
gogue on Thursdays, February 10 and
17, from 7 to 9 p.m. The fee is $10 per
person. Checks may be made payable
to Congregation Beth Israel. For more
information, please call Laurie
Zinberg at Congregation Beth Israel
in (908) 889-1830.

Gladys Wewer Smith Gleason, 98,
went home to the Lord on January 31,
2005 after a long and fruitful life. She
was born August 31, 1906 in the
Aldene section of Roselle Park. Her
family moved to 1101 East Broad
Street, Westfield, from Cranford in
June 1917. The property was formerly
an apple orchard known as Kohler
farms.

Mrs. Gleason attended the Westfield
schools, giving the commencement
address for women of her 1927 gradu-
ating class. In high school, she was
active in track and basketball, playing
as center and guard on the famous
1924 national basketball team. She
was an original 1993 inductee into the
Westfield Sports Hall of Fame as a
representative of the team.

Mrs. Gleason was very active in
community organizations, serving as
secretary of the Brotherhood Com-
mittee, the first registrar of the
Westfield Adult School. She was a
member and President of the Board of
Directors of the Baptist Home for the
Aged in Newark; a member of the
Westfield Musical Club; Fortnightly
and Miller-Cory, and ministered to
the women at the Clinton Reforma-
tory for Women. She learned her civic
responsibility as a member of
Westfield’s first Girl Scout troop in
1918.

Among those who have benefited
from her generosity are 15 great-great
nieces and nephews, as well as four
children of her “adopted” families.
She also funded a scholarship fund at

the First Baptist Church, which she
attended since 1924. Mrs. Gleason
served many terms as church clerk,
on the Board of Deacons, various
committees and the Woman’s Soci-
ety.

Over the years, other charitable
missions and non-profit organiza-
tions, locally, nationally and interna-
tionally, have had her favor. All this is
from a woman who for many years
didn’t have the “two sticks to rub
together,” she said.

Mrs. Gleason was predeceased by
her first husband, Charleston H.F.
Smith, in 1967; second husband Dr.
Anthony Howe Gleason in 1992, and
brother Walter Wewer in 1988. She is
survived by her half-brother, Thomas
Wilson; half-sister, Ellen Overton;
niece Ellen Clemetson and nephew
Herbert Wewer; five great-nieces and
nephews; 15 great-great nieces and
nephews; stepchildren Audrey
Bohannon and Gilbert Gleason, and
their children and grandchildren.

 Visitation will be on Saturday,
February 5, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday,
February 6, at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street in Westfield, followed
by a reception. Private interment will
be on Monday morning at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorials are suggested to the First
Baptist Church or the Baptist Home
Society, in lieu of flowers.

February 3, 2005

Rotary Program to Spotlight
‘Developing Creative Children’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ro-
tary Speakers’ Forum will make its
debut with a panel discussion on  “De-
veloping Creative Children” for the
Mountain Plains Mothers of Mul-
tiples (MPMM), a not-for-profit or-
ganization established in 1959.

The program will be held at
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside on Tuesday, February
8, from 8 to 9:30 p.m.

Dr. Ted Schlosberg, Public Rela-
tions Director for the Westfield Ro-
tary Club and founder and Executive
Director of the New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts (NJWA), will be
the evening’s coordinator.

Liz Ensslin, First Vice President
of programming for MPMM, will
give the opening welcome and intro-
duction, and Dr. Schlosberg will in-
troduce the panel of presenters and
provide a brief synopsis of the
evening’s agenda.

Stephanie Kalka will begin the
discussion with the benefits of the
“Alexander Technique,” followed by
Fiona Murray of “Music Together.”

Dr. Schlosberg will discuss the
“Glen Doman Institute for the
Achievement of Human Potential.”
Ginny Tobey, Director of the
Sundance School of North Plainfield,
Carolyn Phinney, an Early Child-
hood teacher at the Waldorf School
of Princeton, and Rosemary Parish,
Development Coordinator, will dis-
cuss their programs, as well.

The Speakers’ forum was initiated
by the Westfield Rotary Club to help
program directors of organizations,
clubs, corporations, businesses and
the like in finding provocative pro-
grams for their gatherings. Interested
groups may call Dr. Schlosberg at
(908) 962-6605 for further informa-
tion.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday from 12:15  to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street. The pub-
lic is invited to the $12 weekly lun-
cheon, which also features weekly
programs and an opportunity for at-
tendees to enjoy the comradeship of
Rotarians.

Baptist Women Plan
Love Gift Luncheon

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12, at 11:30 a.m, the women of
the First Baptist Church of Westfield
will join with American Baptist
Women from around the state as they
celebrate the work and mission of
Love Gift.

Love Gift was devised during the
Depression as a way for women to
show their gratitude for God’s bless-
ings by placing coins in a special
Love Gift box, which were then used
for mission work.

This year’s annual luncheon will be
held at Riverview Estates in Riverton.
Carpooling is available.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Area/Community News
Said judgment remains unsatisfied of
record and may be a lien against the
premises being foreclosed herein.

YOU, ELEANOR ANDREWS, have
been made a defendant for any interest
you may have in the subject premises by
reason of a Judgment (DJ-039535-1988)
entered in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey on May 24, 1988 against Francisco
Rodriques in the amount of $2,180.11,
and for any right, title, claim, or interest you
may have in, to, or against said mortgage
premises. Said judgment remains unsat-
isfied of record and may be a lien against
the premises being foreclosed herein.

YOU, MAX NOVICH M.D. have been
made a defendant for any interest you
may have in the subject premises by rea-
son of a Judgment (DJ-050592-1988) en-
tered in the Superior Court of New Jersey
on July 14, 1988 against Francisco
Rodriguez in the amount of $583.80, and
for any right, title, claim, or interest you
may have in, to, or against said mortgage
premises. Said judgment remains unsat-
isfied of record and may be a lien against
the premises being foreclosed herein.

YOU, CARTERET SAVINGS & LOAN
ASSOCIATION, F.A., have been made a
defendant for any interest you may have in
the subject premises by reason of a Judg-
ment (DJ-074825-1988) entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey on October
18, 1988 against Elaine A. Rodriguez and
Francisco Rodriguez in the amount of
$1,927.61, and for any right, title, claim, or
interest you may have in, to, or against
said mortgage premises. Said judgment
remains unsatisfied of record and may be
a lien against the premises being fore-
closed herein.

YOU, MICHAEL PAPA, have been made
a defendant for any interest you may have
in the subject premises by reason of a
Judgment (DJ-022195-1990) entered in
the Superior Court of New Jersey on Feb-
ruary 26, 1990 against Francisco
Rodriguez in the amount of $1,083.21,
and for any right, title, claim, or interest you
may have in, to, or against said mortgage
premises. Said judgment remains unsat-
isfied of record and may be a lien against
the premises being foreclosed herein.

YOU, PETER IANNERELLA, T/A HIGH
MAIN REALTY CO., have been made a
defendant for any interest you may have in
the subject premises by reason of a Judg-
ment (DJ-048614-1993) entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey on May 12,
1993 against Francisco Rodriguez and
Maria Rodriguez in the amount of
$2,257.20, and for any right, title, claim, or
interest you may have in, to, or against
said mortgage premises. Said judgment
remains unsatisfied of record and may be
a lien against the premises being fore-
closed herein.

DONALD F.  PHELAN, Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey

PARKER, McCAY, P.A.
Three Greentree Centre
7001 Lincoln Drive West
PO Box 974
Marlton, New Jersey 08053
1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $120.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-816-05

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
375 PROSPECT MANOR UR-
BAN RENEWAL ASSOCI-
ATES, L.P., ELEANOR
ANDREWS, MAX NOVICH,
M.D., CARTERET SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION,
F.A., MICHAEL PAPA, PETER
IANNERELLA, T/A HIGH MAIN
REALTY CO.

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon Parker McCay, P.A.,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is
Three Greentree Centre, 7001 Lincoln
Drive West, P.O. Box 974, Marlton, New
Jersey 08053-3292, an answer to the
Complaint and any Amendments thereof
filed in a civil action, in which CitiFinancial
Mortgage Company, Inc., is plaintiff, and
defendants are Franciso Rodrigues, et
als., pending in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division,  Union County
and bearing the Docket No. F-816-05 within
35 days after Thursday, February 3, 2005,
exclusive of such date.  If you fail to do so,
judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.  You shall file an answer and
proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court, Hughes Justice
Complex, 25 W. Market Street,  P.O. Box
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in ac-
cordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (732)
249-5000.  You may also contact the Law-
yer Referral Service of the county in which
you reside by calling (908) 353-4715.  If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services of-
fice of the county in which you reside by
calling (908) 354-4340.

The action has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing a mortgage dated
July 25, 1994 made by Francisco
Rodrigues and Rebeca Menendez n/k/a
Rebeca Rodrigues as mortgagors and
Federal Mortgage & Investment Corp., as
mortgagee, recorded on October 11, 1994
in the office of the Union County Clerk in
Mortgage Book 5472, page 0095, and
subsequently assigned to plaintiff.

The property being foreclosed is com-
monly known as 1037-1041 Grove Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

YOU, 375 PROSPECT MANOR UR-
BAN RENEWAL ASOCIATES, L.P., have
been made a defendant for any interest
you may have in the subject premises by
reason of a Judgment (J-017418-1992)
entered in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey on February 11, 1992 against Mary
Smolenski and Francisco Javier Rodriguez
in the amount of $37,489.96, and for any
right, title, claim, or interest you may have
in, to, or against said mortgage premises.

PUBLIC NOTICE

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
KINGS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

HANFORD, CALIFORNIA

SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

PAUL SHEARER; AND THE
ESTATE OF PAUL SHEARER

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAIN-
TIFF: (LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):

WESTLAKE FARMS, INC., A
CALIFORNIA CORPORA-
TION

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after
this summons and legal papers are served
on you to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff.  A letter or phone call will not
protect you. Your written response must
be in proper legal form if you want the court
to hear your case.  There may be a court
form that you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you.  If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form.  If you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you may lose the case by
default, and your wages, money, and prop-
erty maybe taken without further warning
from the court.

There are other legal requirements.  You
may want to call an attorney right away.  If
you do not know an attorney, you may
want to call an attorney referral service.  If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services from a non-
profit legal services program.  You can
locate these nonprofit groups at the Cali-
fornia Legal Services Web site
(www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), the Califor-
nia Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by con-
tacting your local court or county bar asso-
ciation.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
despues de que le entreguen esta citacion
y papeles legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hacer
que se entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefonica no to
protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la corte.
Es posible que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar para su respuesta.
Puede encontrar estos formularios de la
corte y mas informacion en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de Califomia
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o
en la corte que le quede mas cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte que le de un
formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplimiento
y la corte le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero
y bienes sin mas advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abogado
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un
abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de
remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un abogado, es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener servicios le-
gales gratuitos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encontrar
estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California,
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/)
o poniendose en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.

CASE NUMBER: (Numero del Caso):
04C 0483

The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):

Kings County Superior Court
1426 South Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
Hanford Division

The name, address, and telephone num-
ber of plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is:  (El nombre, la direccion y
el numero de telefono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante que no
tiene abogado, es):

Ronald P. Jones #146281
KAHN, SOARES & CONWAY, LLP
219 North Douty Street
Hanford, CA 93230
(559)584-3337

DATE (Fecha): Nov 03 2004
Todd H. Barton, Clerk (Secretario), by
Melissa Cooley, Deputy (Adjunto)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Paul Shearer, or his estate, as to an
undivided 1/10 interest, as to the following
described parcel:

Lot 29 in Block 1 of Franklin
Tract No. 1, in the County of
Kings, State of California, ac-
cording to the Map thereof
recorded in Book 3, Page 34
of Licensed Surveyor Plats,
Kings County Records.
APN:  042-276-021

4 T - 1/13, 1/20, 1/27
& 2/3/05, The Times Fee: $420.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS, Article 4:05(A) Land Use
Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey
required the Planning Board to determine
the date, time and locations of the monthly
meetings through January of the next year
when it organizes in January.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Planning Board of The
Borough of Fanwood that it will meet at
7:30 PM, in the lower level meeting room
of the Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey on the
following dates:

2005
AGENDA MEETINGS(3rd Monday)

February 14, 2005
March 14, 2005
April 18, 2005
May 16, 2005
June 13, 2005
July 18, 2005

August 15, 2005
September 19, 2005

October 17, 2005
November 21, 2005

December 12, 2005(instead of 12/19)
January  17, 2006

REGULAR MEETINGS(4th Wednesday)
February 23, 2005

March 23, 2005
April 27, 2005
May 25, 2005
June 22, 2005
July 27, 2005

August 24, 2005
September 28, 2005

October 26, 2005
November 30, 2005

December 21, 2005(instead of 12/28)
January 25, 2006

and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a

copy of this resolution be prominently
posted on the bulletin board in the Bor-
ough Hall, mailed to The Times and The
Courier News, filed with the Borough Clerk
and mailed to any person requesting same
in accordance with the requirements of the
Open Meetings Act.
1 T - 2/3/05, The TImes Fee: $45.39

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B06-01  INDUSTRIAL ART SUPPLIES
FOR THE 2005-2006 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
FEBRUARY 28, 2005 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407.  Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and
the name of the supplies, equipment, or
services for which the bid is submitted.  It
is understood and agreed that proposals
may be delivered before the time or at the
place specified for opening.  The Board of
Education assumes no responsibility for
bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to accept or reject any
and/or all bids for the whole or any part and
waive any informalities in the interest of
the Board of Education.  No bid may be
withdrawn for a period of sixty (60) days
after the date set for the opening thereof.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lations of P.L. 1975, C.127, (NJAC 17:27).

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held February 1,
2005, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
15th day of February 2005, at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1846
AN ORDINANCE TO ACCEPT
DEDICATION OF A TRAFFIC
SIGNAL LOCATED AT THE
INTERSECTION OF SPRING-
FIELD AVENUE AND CARDI-
NAL DRIVE IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey,
Department of Transportation (the “State”)
and the Union County Department of En-
gineering and Planning (the “County”) pre-
viously determined that certain improve-
ments to the intersection of Springfield
Avenue and Cardinal Drive (the “Intersec-
tion”), including the installation of a traffic
signal, would be beneficial to the State,
County and Town residents; and

WHEREAS, owners of certain proper-
ties on Cardinal Drive previously agreed to
fund the improvements and the installa-
tion of the traffic signal at the Intersection;
and

WHEREAS, Ettnor Partners, LLC, 301
Livingston Avenue, Livingston, New Jer-
sey, had previously received preliminary
and final approval from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation and Union
County Department of Engineering and
Planning to install a traffic signal at the
intersection of Cardinal Drive and Spring-
field Avenue and otherwise improve the
intersection as required under the plans
approved by the State and County; and

WHEREAS, Warren K. Hanscom owns
certain real property located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, which real prop-
erty is adjacent to the Intersection (the
“Hanscom Property”); and whereas on
April 5, 2002 Warren Hanscom executed a
Deed of Easement in favor of the Town of
Westfield (“the Easement”) which grants
certain perpetual rights of access to the
Hanscom Property, including an ease-
ment for construction and maintenance
purposes and as well as a right of way; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Special Ordi-
nance 2061 adopted by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield on July 2, 2002,
the Town accepted the perpetual rights of
access granted by way of the Easement,
which rights include an easement for con-
struction and maintenance and a right of
way; and

WHEREAS, on November 22, 2002 said
Easement was recorded by the Union
County Clerk’s Office; and

WHEREAS, on August 6, 2002 the Town
of Westfield entered into a Developers
Agreement with Ettnor Partners, LLC for
the Intersection improvements including
installation of the traffic signal at the Inter-
section of Springfield Avenue and Cardi-
nal Drive in the Town of Westfield; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the terms of the
Developers Agreement, upon completion
of the signal installation and related im-
provements and final approval by the State,
Ettnor Partners, LLC is to transfer the
traffic signal to the Town of Westfield and
the Town of Westfield will assume respon-
sibility for the maintenance and operation
of the traffic signal after a one year period
during which time Ettnor Partners, LLC,
shall be responsible for the maintenance
of the traffic signal; and

WHEREAS, on July 28, 2003 the traffic
signal installation received final approval
from the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation; and

WHEREAS, the Westfield Town Coun-
cil has determined that it is in the public
interest to accept the transfer and dedica-
tion of the traffic signal at the Intersection
of Springfield Avenue and Cardinal Drive
as said traffic signal has improved the
Intersection and will thereby improve the
safety and welfare of the residents of the
Town of Westfield; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union:

SECTION I
The Town of Westfield, pursuant to the

terms of the Developers Agreement dated
August 6, 2002, hereby accepts the trans-
fer of, and hereby dedicates, the traffic
signal located at the intersection of Spring-
field Avenue and Cardinal Drive within the
Town of Westfield from Ettnor Partners,
LLC.

SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in

conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or

provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV.
This ordinance shall take effect after

passage and publication as soon as, and
in the manner provided by law.
1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $114.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day February 14, 2005 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following appeals for variance from the
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance:

Cellular Telephone Company, d/b/a
AT&T Wireless (applicant), 1400 East
Broad Street, Block 3902, Lot 4. Appli-
cant proposes to erect an 85 feet cellular
telecommunication tower and related
equipment in the front yard (located on
Springfield Avenue) of the Wychwood
Garden complex.  The following variances
will be necessary:

LIST OF NEW C.40: 55D-70c and d
VARIANCES REQUIRED:

Use Variance - § 18.020 and § 18.19A of
the Land Use Ordinance permit freestand-
ing cellular telecommunications antennas
as a conditional use only in the 0-2, 0-3, C
and GB—2 zone districts.  This application
seeks a variance to permit a freestanding
cellular telecommunication antenna in the
RA-2 zone district.

Maximum Coverage Variance – By
building an above grade structure - §
11.15E (9) of the Land Use Ordinance
allows no more that 17% of the area of any
lot to be covered by buildings and above
ground structures.  The Applicant is seek-
ing 18.65%.

Variance for exceeding fence height
- § 12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance
allows fences not to exceed 4 feet in height
when located in the front yard.  The Appli-
cant seeks a variance to permit the con-
struction of a 6-foot fence in the front yard.

Variance for maximum height of flag-
poles - § 12.05B of the Land Use Ordi-
nance allows a maximum height of 45 feet
for flagpoles.  The Applicant seeks a vari-
ance to permit the installation of an 85 feet
flagpole.

Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval.

Lisa & Kevin Walsh, 121 Wyoming
Street, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 12.04G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.  Ordinance requires a corner lot
street side yard setback of 20 feet. 12.23
feet is proposed.

Greg Redington & Michele Modestino,
120 North Chestnut Street, seeking per-
mission to erect a 704 square foot de-
tached garage contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 13.01I.1& 13.01G1C of
the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a maximum height of 15 feet. 18
feet is proposed. Ordinance requires a 10-
foot rear and side yard setback. Applicant
proposes a 4-foot side yard setback and a
5-foot rear yard setback.

Mr. & Mrs. Marchese, 30 Faulkner
Drive, seeking permission to erect an ad-
dition contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 12.03D &13.02C1 of the Land Use
Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a front
yard setback (E.F.Y.D.) of 36 feet. 20 feet
is proposed. Ordinance requires the deck
location to be in the rear yard only. Side
yard is proposed.

Mr. & Mrs. McLane, 267 Tuttle Park-
way, seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 13.01G1b of the Land Use Ordi-

nance.  Ordinance requires a side yard of
5 feet. 4 feet is proposed.

Anneth Vega, 2 Doris Parkway, seek-
ing permission to erect an addition con-
trary to the requirements of Section:
11.09E5, 12.04E1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a corner lot
street side yard setback of 20 feet. 15.40
feet is present and proposed.  Ordinance
requires a maximum allowable F.A.R. of
35% /3,600 square feet. 36.8% is pro-
posed.

Aldo Scrofani, 416 Kimball Avenue,
seeking permission to erect an addition
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.  Or-
dinance requires a maximum building cov-
erage of 20%. 24.15% is proposed.

Richard Bodmer, 364 Springfield Av-
enue, seeking permission to erect a front
porch contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 11.06F.6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a side yard setback of
15 feet. Applicant proposes 5.5 feet on the
east side yard of the property and 8.5 feet
is proposed on the west side yard.

Anthony Obiajula, 607 North Scotch
Plains Avenue, seeking permission to
erect an addition contrary to the require-
ments of Section: 11.09E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet. 7
feet is present and proposed.

Mr. & Mrs. Steiner, 121 Barchester
Way, seeking permission to erect an addi-
tion contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion: 11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a rear yard setback of
35 feet. + 31 feet is proposed.

Cheeburger Cheeburger, 251 North
Avenue, West, seeking permission to
erect a sign contrary to the requirements
of Section: 16.04E1, 16.03E1 & 16.07Q of
the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires 1 sign at the main entrance. 5 signs
are proposed.  Ordinance requires inter-
nally illuminated and neon signs be pro-
hibited. 4 neon signs are proposed.

Simon & Cheryl Rush, 910 Woodmere
Drive, seeking permission to construct a
2nd floor addition over a portion of the
existing house; add a 2-story addition to
the rear of the house; add to the front of the
garage and add an open porch contrary to
the requirements of Section: 11.05E6 &
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordi-
nance requires a side yard setback of 15
feet. 12.08 feet is proposed. Ordinance
requires a front yard setback (E.F.Y.D.) of
41.94 feet. 40.5 feet and 34.08 feet are
proposed.

Jeffrey & Marjorie Nicholls, 55 Bell
Drive, seeking permission to erect a 2-car
garage with bedrooms above it contrary to
the requirements of Section: 11.07E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet.  6 feet is proposed.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $135.66

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
OF CO-OP APARTMENT

BY VIRTUE OF A DEFAULT UNDER
that certain Credit Agreement and Secu-
rity Agreement, each dated June 7, 1988
and made by Spyros Papalexiou and Litsa
Papalexiou (the “Debtors”) in favor of
Washington Mutual Bank, FA as succes-
sor to North American Mortgage Com-
pany f/k/a Anchor Mortgage Services, Inc.
(the “Secured Party”),

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to Article 9 of the Uniform Commer-
cial Code the Secured Party, or its succes-
sor in interest or legal representative, will
sell the collateral hereinafter described at
public auction on March 3, 2005.

Said public auction will commence at 10
o’clock a.m. at the offices of Zucker,
Goldberg and Ackerman, 200 Sheffield
Street, Suite 301, Mountainside, New Jer-
sey, 07092, at which time the following
collateral will be sold:

All shares of the cooperative corpora-
tion, leases, stock powers, assignments
of leases, and other agreements, instru-
ments, and documents, pursuant to which
certain rights or benefits have been granted
to the Debtors, all in connection with or
pursuant to certain Promissory Notes and
Security Agreements (collectively, the “Col-
lateral”) representing the debtors’ interest
in the following property:

1400 East Broad Street
Unit 41D2

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(1078 shares)

The Secured Creditor’s records reflect
that Jordan Dardov and Evgenia Dardov
may be the current owners of 50% or more
of the shares being sold herein. This own-
ership interest is subject to the secured
creditor’s lien and will be terminated by
virtue of this sale.

The underlying indebtedness, in the
approximate amount of $55,922.13 plus
accrued interest, legal fees and costs of
sale, as represented by a Promissory Note
or other form of repayment agreement
between the debtor and the Secured Party
is not part of this auction and is not being
sold.

The purchase price for the Collateral
shall be the highest bid and shall be pay-
able in cash or by certified or bank check,
of which a twenty (20%) percent deposit is
required with the successful bid at time of
auction and the balance of the purchase
price shall be payable within thirty (30)
days (“Closing Date”).  The Secured Party
reserves the right to bid at this sale, shall
not be required to post a deposit and may
credit against the purchase price bid all
sums due to the Secured Party under the
Security Agreement.  Should the success-
ful bidder fail to deliver the balance of the
purchase price within the time period set
forth herein, then upon the expiration of
such time period the collateral may, in the
sole discretion of the Secured Party, be
resold and any loss arising from such
resale shall be the responsibility of the
former successful bidder.  The sale may
be subject to further conditions and revi-
sions as may be announced at the start of
the auction.  The Collateral appurtenant
thereto may be inspected at the offices of
Zucker, Goldberg and Ackerman immedi-
ately prior to the sale.

The Co-op Apartment will be sold as is,
subject to superior liens, if any, subject to
rights of tenants or occupants in posses-
sion, if any, and subject to rights of the
cooperative corporation.  Possession is to
be obtained by the purchaser.

Please direct all inquiries with respect to
the collateral to:

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attention: RICHARD P. HABER, ESQ.

200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

Attorneys for Secured Party,
Washington Mutual Bank

XRZ 66749
4 T - 2/3, 2/10, 2/17
& 2/24/05, The Leader Fee: $320.28

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE 2/6

$649K Great N. Side Colonial,
3BDR, 1.5bth, LR, FR, new EIK,
DR. By owner. For pics,
appt or info: (908) 518-0069
j m l p e t e r s o n @ m s n . c o m
625 Coleman Pl (off Dudley)

DINING ROOM SET

Cherry wood dining room set -
Queen Anne style. 6 chairs, table
w/2 leaves, table pads, buffet hutch
w/glass doors. Excellent Condition.
Call (908) 322-2374 after 3:30PM

RENTAL

UNFURNISHED APARTMENT
WESTFIELD. First floor of
2-Family home includes 3
Bedrooms, Living Room, newer
Kitchen, lots of closets, use of
basement/laundry and yard.
Available immediately. $1900/mo.

Burgdorff Realtors
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065.

TEACHER, FOURTH GRADE

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR
TEACHER WITH 3+ YEARS
CLASSROOM EXPERIENCE
TO JOIN THE FACULTY AT
HIGHLY REGARDED, SMALL
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL IN
SHORT HILLS, known for its
innovative and enriched
curriculum. Responsibilities to
begin late February or early
March. Qualities desired include
quick intelligence, creativity,
flexibility, resourcefulness, a
sense of humor, enthusiasm for
working with nine and ten-year
olds, and strong writing,
mathematical, and organizational
skills. Applicants should e-mail
or fax cover letter and resume to:

Mary Wiener, Director,
Far Brook School at

mwiener@farbrook.org
(973) 379-9237 (fax)

or phone (973) 379-3442.

HELP WANTED

Part-time Clerical Position
Flexible Hours - Westfield NJ law
firm is seeking self-motivated,
detail-oriented person to prepare
invoices. Strong word processing
skills (including Word and Excel)
required. We offer competitive
salary, flexible hours 20-30 hrs/wk.
Fax resume to (908) 518-7795

NANNY AVAILABLE

Loving, warm and experienced
Nanny available for full-time
employment. I have experience
with children of all ages. Excellent
driver, familiar with the Westfield/
Scotch Plains area. Excellent local
references available. If interested,
please call me: Gabby

(908) 722-3697

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Scotch Plains area only.
9am-12pm, Monday to Friday.

$15.00 hour.
Call (908) 230-4280.

HELP WANTED

P/T Nanny wanted at least 3
days from 3PM to 7PM.

Call (908) 654-9101

RENTAL

Westfield - 81 Fair Hill Dr. single
family house. $3500/mo. Brightwood
section. 6 mo. lease welcome, pets
ok. Best location. Dramatic family
room w/vaulted ceiling and fireplace.
ERA Carano Realty (973) 736-5525

DOG SITTER

ALL CREATURE CARE
Play dates, daycare, long-term

at my home. “Underfoot”
(908) 233-2005

SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
DOWNTOWN

1800 SQUARE FEET
(908) 233-7900

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish lady with experience and
good references , will clean your
house or apartment. Please call

(201) 779-3187

CLEANING SERVICE

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.

Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.

(908) 354-4941
PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic $140. Can Deliver.

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Cherry sleigh bed, chest, dresser
& mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2200 sell $925.

(732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set,
table, hutch & buffet, 6 chairs.

List $4200 sell $2150.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BED

Visco Elastic Memory Foam mat-
tress set, Queen, as seen on TV.
Value $1200 sell $375.

(732) 259-6690

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman looking for homes
to clean. Good experience and
references. Own transportation.

Call (908) 265-6951

SUMMER RENTAL WANTED

Mature Couple seeking
furnished summer rental in

Westfield or surrounding area.
(908) 209-7905

BABYSITTER WANTED

Babysitter with car wanted in
Scotch Plains for 10-year-old girl.
Monday-Friday, 3PM - 6PM to
help with homework and take to
activities. FT during summer.
Salary flexible. (908) 322-2278

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY
Would you like to watch the
SUPERBOWL on a HUGE
projection screen in the
comfort of your own
home??? Rent an LCD
Projector with screen from
Westfield A/V. Price includes
delivery, setup and pick-up.
Call  WESTFIELD A/V
732-801-3200 for info.

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark

(908) 494-5409

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. 2 bedroom
townhouse. Walk to town & NYC
Transp. CAC, W/D, DW, hdwd
floors. $1510 + utils. No fee.

(908) 322-1238 or
WFrental@MSN.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE 608-2005
INTRO: 1/26/2005

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers of the County of Union, State of New
Jersey, on January 26, 2005.  It will be
further considered for final passage, after
public hearing thereon, at a meeting of
said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be
held at the County Administration Build-
ing, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey, on February 10, 2005 at 7:00 P.M.
During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders’ office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF REAL PROPERTY
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF BER-
KELEY HEIGHTS FOR OPEN
SPACE CONSERVATION
AND RECREATIONAL PUR-
POSES IN, BY AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPRO-
PRIATE THE SUM OF
$13,075,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AP-
PROPRIATE A CONTRIBU-
TION FROM THE TOWNSHIP
OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, TO
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE
OF BONDS TO FINANCE
SUCH APPROPRIATION AND
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of real property
located at 11-31 and 26-32 Stanford Drive
and 244-276 Snyder Avenue in the Town-
ship of Berkeley Heights, New Jersey (the
“Township”) for open space conservation
and recreational purposes.  Said property
to be acquired is designated as Block
1901, Lots 1, 2, 3, and 51-56 (inclusive) on
the Tax Assessment Map of the Town-
ship.

Appropriation: $13,075,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $7,690,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $75,000
Useful Life: 40 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Nicole L. Tedeschi,
Clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 2/3/05, The Leader Fee: $64.77

AARP Chapter Announces
Meeting and Trip Tickets

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its next general meeting on
Monday, February 7, in Assembly
Hall of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Ample parking is available at the
rear of the building, and guests and
potential members are invited. The
social period with refreshments will
begin at 1 p.m., with a brief business
meeting to be held later. Members’
annual dues of $5 are now due.

At 1:30 p.m., guest speaker Rich-
ard Gallagher, a Financial Service
Representative from Tinton Falls, will
discuss “The Latest Financial Op-
tions and Investment Products.” He
will explain the newest financial
choices by which senior citizens and
others might profit. A question-and-
answer period will follow.

Members are asked to donate

canned and boxed grocery items to
benefit homeless and needy people.
Costume jewelry in good condition is
also sought for patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union
County.

Additionally, the Knitting and Cro-
cheting group is seeking donations of
wool of any kind or color with which
to make items for patients in hospi-
tals and nursing homes.

A few tickets remain for the
chapter’s trip to the Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse on Wednesday, February
16, for a deluxe luncheon and the
comedy George Washington Slept
Here. The bus will leave Westfield at
10 a.m. and return at approximately
4:30 p.m. The $59 cost will include
the meal, show, all gratuities and the
bus ride.

For reservations or more informa-
tion, members and non-members may
call (908) 232-1362 or purchase their
tickets at the February 7 meeting.

LONG BEACH ISLAND RENTAL

North Beach, Long Beach Island
Rental for all or part of the summer.
Second house from ocean. Four
bedrooms, living room, dining
room, deck, screened porch with
ocean view (908) 233-6751
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SET TO PREMIERE…SET TO PREMIERE…SET TO PREMIERE…SET TO PREMIERE…SET TO PREMIERE…Dear Frankie, Dear Frankie, Dear Frankie, Dear Frankie, Dear Frankie, starring Emily Mortimer and Gerard Butler,starring Emily Mortimer and Gerard Butler,starring Emily Mortimer and Gerard Butler,starring Emily Mortimer and Gerard Butler,starring Emily Mortimer and Gerard Butler,
and 20 more new movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium. For moreand 20 more new movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium. For moreand 20 more new movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium. For moreand 20 more new movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium. For moreand 20 more new movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium. For more
information, please call (800) 531-9416 or visit www.privatescreenings.org.information, please call (800) 531-9416 or visit www.privatescreenings.org.information, please call (800) 531-9416 or visit www.privatescreenings.org.information, please call (800) 531-9416 or visit www.privatescreenings.org.information, please call (800) 531-9416 or visit www.privatescreenings.org.

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – The Filmmak-
ers Symposium, which has hosted 1,023
movie premieres over the past 14 years, will
kick off at Loews Mountainside on Mon-
day evenings beginning on February 28.
The second session in Mountainside will
start on April 11.

Confirmed films and those under con-
sideration for the upcoming session in-
clude Crash with Sandra Bullock and
Brendan Fraser, In her Shoes with
Cameron Diaz, Monster In Law with Jane
Fonda and Jennifer Lopez, An Unfinished
Life with Robert Redford and Morgan
Freeman, and many more.

Oscar winners and nominees, who
have been guest speakers at the sympo-
sium, include Ethan Hawke, Danny
Aiello and Famke Janssen.

“The series will always be flexible in

order to take advantage of opportunities
as they arise,” said Symposium Director
Chuck Rose. “Wonderful surprises and fan-
tastic celebrities can pop out of nowhere, so
I try to keep the schedule as fluid as possible.”

Mr. Rose added, “In the past two years,
we premiered 91 movies, which later earned
a total of 38 Oscar, 44 British Academy, 39
Golden Globe, and 50 Independent Spirit
Award nominations.”

Loews Monmouth Mall will also host
the symposium on Tuesday evenings start-
ing on March 1, with the second session
commencing on April 12.

The series is open to the public, how-
ever, seating is limited and early enroll-
ment is advised. The subscription cost is
$151 for six weeks or $269 for 12 weeks.

For more information or to register,
please call (800) 531-9416.

MMMMMusical Club of usical Club of usical Club of usical Club of usical Club of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield
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INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE…The Wednesday, February 9, concert byINSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE…The Wednesday, February 9, concert byINSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE…The Wednesday, February 9, concert byINSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE…The Wednesday, February 9, concert byINSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE…The Wednesday, February 9, concert by
the Musical Club of Westfield will feature members, pictured, left to right: Georgethe Musical Club of Westfield will feature members, pictured, left to right: Georgethe Musical Club of Westfield will feature members, pictured, left to right: Georgethe Musical Club of Westfield will feature members, pictured, left to right: Georgethe Musical Club of Westfield will feature members, pictured, left to right: George
Toenes (clarinetist), Mary Beth McFall (pianist) and Jenny Cline (flutist).Toenes (clarinetist), Mary Beth McFall (pianist) and Jenny Cline (flutist).Toenes (clarinetist), Mary Beth McFall (pianist) and Jenny Cline (flutist).Toenes (clarinetist), Mary Beth McFall (pianist) and Jenny Cline (flutist).Toenes (clarinetist), Mary Beth McFall (pianist) and Jenny Cline (flutist).

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present a concert on
Wednesday, February 9, at 1 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church, located at
170 Elm Street in Westfield.

Violinist Momoko Matsumura of
Clifton has been invited back to per-
form an unaccompanied solo, Sonata
No. 4, Op. 27 by Eugene Ysaye.

Pianist John Blasdale of Whippany
will play Sonata in A minor – Rondo-
Finale by Mozart, followed by Sonata
in C by D. Scarlatti. He will also per-
form an original composition, Sonata
Movement in G major.

For the vocal portion of the pro-
gram, soprano Beth Donley Celantano
of Bernardsville will sing “Gretchen at
the Spinning Wheel” by Franz

Schubert, “Allerseelen” by R. Strauss,
“Sleep Now” by S. Barber, “To the
Children” by S. Rachmaninoff, and
“Tell Me, Oh Blue Sky” by R.
Giannini.

The trio of Westfield flutist Jenny
Cline, Roselle pianist Mary Beth
McFall, and Westfield clarinetist George
Toenes will perform Michael Webster’s
arrangement of tunes from Bizet’s
Carmen, including “Prelude,”
“Habanera,” “Seguidilla,” “Entra’acte,”
“Toreador Song” and “Gypsy Song.”

The co-chairpersons of the hospital-
ity committee are Rosemary Bauer and
Virginia Toenes. The chairperson is
Clarissa Nolde.

For membership information, please
call Evelyn Bleeke at (908) 232-2173.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

FFFFFrrrrreemaneemaneemaneemaneeman’’’’’s s s s s UUUUUnholynholynholynholynholy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

PPPPPieces ieces ieces ieces ieces PPPPPrrrrroductionoductionoductionoductionoduction

Conducted by

DAVID 
WROE

SAT. FEB. 5, 2005 8PM
Presbyterian Church in Westfield

BRAHMS Symphony No. 3 in F
VAUGHN WILLIAMS Serenade to Music

ALDRIDGE Concerto for Violin 
(Boris Kucharsky, violin)

FREE PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY ROBERT ALDRIDGE AT 7PM
(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:

WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office

Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COMSponsored by PNC  Bank
Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American
Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national program is designed to provide orchestras
with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new
music within their institutions. Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The
Aaron Copland Fund for Music.
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Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Westfield  Leader and The Times
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student Briana Falco. The public is invited to view the artwork through Saturday,student Briana Falco. The public is invited to view the artwork through Saturday,student Briana Falco. The public is invited to view the artwork through Saturday,student Briana Falco. The public is invited to view the artwork through Saturday,student Briana Falco. The public is invited to view the artwork through Saturday,
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being under the spotlight in a theatre
that Ms. Yarusi noted is right down the
street from the popular Broadway
musical Wicked, she said the experi-
ence was “surreal, and certainly one we
will never forget.”

Ms. Yarusi also noted that her mother,
Susan Sussman of Springfield, shouted
a line from the audience during the
night of the performance “that truly
stole the show.”

Mr. Howie told Ms. Yarusi that he
might like to invite the ladies back for
an encore performance sometime in
the future.

In the meantime, the women are
relishing their more than five minutes
of fame and are pleased to know that
they were involved in a sold-out per-
formance.

“We learned that some of us who
wrote our own material now fancy
ourselves as writers. We pushed our-
selves to limits,” said Ms. Yarusi, add-
ing that having producers and Broad-
way experts such as Mr. Howie ac-
knowledge their writing skills is re-
warding.

Ms. Yarusi, who added that the la-
dies’ performance was also covered by
“Eyewitness News” on ABC, shared
that she might even consider writing
her own show or a book.

FFFFFrrrrree Bee Bee Bee Bee Bugle-Tugle-Tugle-Tugle-Tugle-Training raining raining raining raining WWWWWorororororkshopkshopkshopkshopkshop
WWWWWith Dith Dith Dith Dith Drrrrr. Schlosberg Scheduled. Schlosberg Scheduled. Schlosberg Scheduled. Schlosberg Scheduled. Schlosberg Scheduled

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) and
Buglers Across America will initiate a
tuition-free bugle-training workshop
for people of all ages who are interested
in learning to play TAPS.

The workshop, which will be in-
structed by Dr. Ted Schlosberg, NJWA
Founder and Executive Director, will
be held on the first Saturday of each
month beginning Saturday, February
5, from 3 to 4 p.m. at the NJWA annex,
located at 361 South Ave, East in

Westfield.
Bugles will be available for those

who do not have a trumpet or bugle.
Dr. Schlosberg, a specialist in play-

ing musical instruments has been play-
ing TAPS since 1967. He has trained
students in the antiphonal and solo
styles of TAPS playing. In addition to
playing TAPS for public and military
ceremonies, the echo team played for
the Westfield Community observance
of 9/11.

Dr. Schlosberg performs solo TAPS
for individual military and police fu-
nerals as well as public and private
ceremonies.

After completing the workshop and
passing the TAPS audition, participants
will be offered the opportunity to be-
come a member of the Buglers Across
America organization.

For more information and to register
for the workshop, please call (908) 789-
9696, extension 17.
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — A Fanwood
father’s record of the international
adoption of his daughter has turned
into a loving tribute, as well as a means
to let other prospective adoptive par-
ents learn about the process.

Carmelo Tartivita, formerly of
Westfield, has written “The Nanchang
Diary: The Adoption of Victoria
Santina Huang He Ping Tartivita,”
which chronicles the timeline that for
Mr. Tartivita and his wife, Patricia,
culminated in Victoria’s adoption in
China and subsequent return to the
United States.

“I wrote ‘The Nanchang Diary’ for
my daughter. I know someday she will
have questions about her adoption
and I wanted it to be less of a mystery
for her,” Mr. Tartivita told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Victoria, who was 13 months old
when the Tartivitas adopted her, is
now four years old.

“I also hope the book is helpful to
other people thinking about interna-
tional adoption,” Mr. Tartivita contin-
ued. “We had no idea what was in store
for us and we really did not understand
the process. Although it was a happy
time for us, it was also a nervous and
stressful time.”

The Tartivitas had battled infer-
tility for seven years before they
made the decision to adopt in the
spring of 2000. They brought their
daughter home to Fanwood in Janu-
ary of 2002.

In the two years it took to adopt
Victoria, the Tartivitas endured moun-
tains of paperwork, confusion over
fingerprints that required the assis-
tance of Senator Robert Torricelli’s of-
fice and the attacks of September 11,
2001, which for a brief while cast a
shadow of uncertainty over the inter-
national adoption process.

“I was, and still am, in awe of her,”

said Mr. Tartivita, of Victoria.
The idea for “The Nanchang Di-

ary” originated with a series of e-mails
Mr. Tartivita wrote to keep friends
and family updated on the adoption
proceedings. Once he decided to com-
pile his writings into a book, he worked
in the evenings after 10 p.m.

“That was one of the changes hav-
ing a child brought into my life. I had
to write after she was in bed,” the
author said.

“Never in our lives did we think we
would ever go to China,” said Mr.
Tartivita, “but it was what we had to
do to bring us to Victoria.”

Mr. and Mrs. Tartivita plan to im-
merse Victoria in her Chinese culture
by providing Chinese language les-
sons, supplemented by trips to muse-
ums, and perhaps one day, a return
trip to China.

Being part of a multicultural family
is not new to the Tartivitas. Mr.

Tartivita was himself born in Sicily
and immigrated to the United States
and Westfield when he was four years
old. Mrs. Tartivita comes from a com-
bined Irish-Czechoslovakian family.

The couple met after college gradu-
ation, then together attended gradu-
ate school at Seton Hall University
where they both earned masters de-
grees in English literature. Mr. Tartivita
currently works for a small textile com-
pany, while Mrs. Tartivita teaches En-
glish at County College of Morris.

“I wanted to get ‘The Nanchang
Diary’ out there in the hopes that it
will do someone, somewhere some
good,” explained Mr. Tartivita when
asked about the book’s value to others
who are thinking of international adop-
tion.

Published by PublishAmerica, “The
Nanchang Diary” is available at most
local bookstores.

There just may be another book in
Mr. Tartivita’s future. Fourteen months
ago, the Tartivitas welcomed a biologi-
cal daughter, Isabella, into their lives.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Theater Project
(TTP), Union County College’s (UCC)
professional theater company, is pre-
paring for New Jersey Theatre Alliance’s
Eighth Annual “Family Week at the
Theatre” from Saturday, March 5,
through Sunday, March 13.

A statewide festival offering free and
discounted tickets to youngsters and
their families, the event has been devel-
oped to encourage families to attend
professional theatre together by mak-
ing the experience affordable, educa-
tional and exciting.

Across the state, young people (ages
5 to 18) will receive free tickets to over
100 performances and special events,
including free classes, workshops and
backstage tours.

Since its inception in 1998, the pro-
gram has served over 45,000 young-
sters and their parents with profes-
sional theatre performances and activi-

ties.
The following programs will be of-

fered this year:
• “Animal Babble” – ages 4 to 9 on

Saturday, March 5, at 11 a.m. at UCC’s
Elizabeth campus, and on Sunday,
March 6, at 1 p.m. at UCC’s Cranford
campus;

• “Speaking Up and Writing It
Down” – ages 12 and up on Sunday,
March 13, at 1 p.m. at the Cranford
campus;

• “A Few Steps in a Stranger’s Shoes:
Interactive Theater for Life Skills” –
ages 12 and up on Saturday, March 12,
at 11 a.m. at the Cranford campus;

• “New Artists Showcase: Third An-
nual Young Playwrights’ Competition
Performance” — ages 12 and up on
Sunday, March 13, at 3 p.m. at the
Cranford campus.

For more information, please call
TTP at (908) 659-5189.

Photo Courtesy of Carmelo Tartivita
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Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Leader/Times
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD – The Teen Group
section of the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, which was recently redesigned to
include new shelving, tables and chairs,
is spotlighting the photography of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) junior Briana Falco.

Through her daughter, who is also
an SPFHS student, Nancy Kipping,
who heads up the Teen Group, became
familiar with Briana’s photog-
raphy.

“For Briana, it’s more than
just a hobby,” Ms. Kipping
said when asked about why
the student’s artwork was se-
lected for the exhibition,
which features almost a half-
dozen photographs from
Briana’s trip to Italy last sum-
mer.

“Colorful Scarves,” “Lion
of the Gate” and “Sky Blue”
were shot in Venice, while
“Cortona Chair” was taken in
Cortona and “The Door of
Shadows” was photographed
in Pariana, Italy.

Briana told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that she has been interested in photog-
raphy since the seventh grade, and her

love for the art form came into focus
while taking a photography class at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) with Nancy Ori, who stud-
ied under Ansel Adams.

“I’m still experimenting at this stage,”
shared Briana, “and I really do like
black and white photography.” She
added that she would rather take pho-
tographs of people than everyday ob-
jects.

Her portfolio also includes pictures
she has taken of her grandparents and
sister. She noted that she would like to
take more classes at the NJCVA to
develop and sharpen her skills.

“A lot of my friends don’t know that

I do photography in my spare time,”
she revealed.

Ms. Kipping hopes that more tal-
ented teens will be encouraged to bring
their artwork to the library to be dis-

played. She in-
tends to reach out
to art teachers in
the school district
in order to find
some more cre-
ative students in-
terested in show-
ing off their skills.

While the new
amenities to the
Teen Section
should make the
area more acces-
sible for the teen-
aged patrons, Ms.
Kipping said she
“thought with
teen artwork up,

it would make it more interesting.”
Briana’s photographs will be exhib-

ited through Saturday, February 26.
The library is located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road in Fanwood.

SSSSSunday Afternoon Concerunday Afternoon Concerunday Afternoon Concerunday Afternoon Concerunday Afternoon Concertststststs
SSSSSlated at School in lated at School in lated at School in lated at School in lated at School in WWWWWatchungatchungatchungatchungatchung

WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – Faculty and friends
at Mount Saint Mary Academy, located at
1645 Route 22 in Watchung, will host
their Sunday Afternoon Concert Series on
February 13 at 3 p.m. in the school parlor.

Participants include Margaret
O’Connell, Joanne Hansen, Joanna
Gibson, Edward Menzer, Susan De
Furianni, Robert Phillips, Sister Mary

Gomolka, as well as Class of 2005 members
Christine Ciuffreda and Stephanie Mok.

Classical and contemporary works
will be performed with flute, harp,
piano, voice and guitar.

Refreshments will follow and free-
will donations are accepted. In case of
inclement weather, please call (908)
789-0994, extension no. 4529.

“It was amazing to see my work on
screen,” he said.

Straight from Tisch, Mr. Freeman
became Executive Producer of Sky
Whisper in The Bronx.

He has also served as Associate Pro-
ducer on Zombie Honeymoon, a ro-
mantic comedy that is currently being
shopped around the film festival cir-
cuit.

Mr. Freeman said he has always been
especially attracted to the genres of
comedy and horror.

“Comedy is very hard to write, so it’s
good to have a collaborator,” he said.
“But, I like to write horror on my
own.”

Crediting his mother, Jane Freeman,
as a great source of inspiration, he said,
“Since my mom was an English teacher,
she really molded me into a creative
person.”
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Photo Courtesy of Lori Yarusi
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, a
home on Hillcrest Avenue in Westfield
became the backdrop for Sam Freeman’s
thriller, Unholy, which stars Adrienne
Barbeau of HBO’s “Carnivàle” and
Nicholas Brendon of WB’s “Buffy the
Vampire Slayer” fame.

Unholy is produced by Sky Whisper
Productions in The Bronx, where Mr.
Freeman serves as Executive Producer
with Joshua Blumenfeld.

Mr. Freeman, Unholy Executive Pro-
ducer and Scriptwriter, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he con-
ceived of the movie’s premise when he
was “proofing through some paranor-
mal websites.”

“The film is inspired by an actual
military document found discussing
elements of Nazi witchcraft that were
smuggled into small-town Pennsylva-
nia (Downington, changed to
Dowington) following World War II
by the U.S. administration,” said Mr.
Freeman.

“It intrigued me,” said the 24-year-
old, “but it also creeped me out.” After
researching various websites on the
topic, he said he “sat down and waited
for ideas to come” to him for the Un-
holy script.

According to Mr. Freeman, “the film
deals with a grieving mother, Martha
(Ms. Barbeau), trying to uncover the
terrifying secret that is jeopardizing her
family. Along with her son (Mr.
Brendon), Martha becomes entwined
in a conspiracy involving a fabled witch,
Nazi occultists and the U.S. govern-
ment.”

Calling himself a
“huge fan of ‘Buffy
the Vampire Slayer,’”
Mr. Freeman knew it
would be a dream
come true to have
someone from the
television show’s cast
starring in Unholy. He
mentioned Mr.
Brendon, who played
Zander on the series,
to the casting direc-
tor, and was thrilled
when the actor read
the script and decided
to sign up.

Mr. Freeman was
especially honored
when Ms. Barbeau

agreed to do the low-budget movie,
noting, “she’s an icon of the genre.”

“It was a little bit of luck and a whole
lot of fate having them agree to do the
film,” he told The Leader/Times.
“They’ve been amazing and fantastic
so far.”

“I believe that this terrifying and
unusual tale, along with cult genre

icons such as Ms. Barbeau and Mr.
Brendon, is sure to guarantee a cre-
ation like none other,” said Mr. Free-
man. “There has never been a genre
film like this before. Audiences will
leave the theater scathed.”

Other scenes in Unholy were filmed
at Sam’s Farm in Springfield, in Staten
Island and Queens, N.Y.

A graduate of Solomon Schecter Day
School in West Orange and Tisch
School of the Arts at New York Univer-
sity, Mr. Freeman realized “late in his
high school life” that he could combine
his love of writing with his love of film
and become a filmmaker.

While attending Tisch, he wrote the
script for The Peak, which was pro-
duced in India.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The January 16
deadline for half-price tickets to the
Off-Broadway production, Pieces,
was looming. Unfortunately, the eight
local women vying for the tickets
could agree on January 21 as the only
date they could attend the show as a

Ms. Rediker sent out the initial e-
mail, noted Ms. Yarusi during an inter-
view with The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“The e-mails went back and forth
and soon everyone was getting into the
act. It was almost comical,” said Ms.
Yarusi, adding that although they had
missed the deadline, Ms. Rediker spot-

audience, to watch the local ladies de-
liver their comical lines.

According to Ms. Yarusi, the women
were introduced by another woman,
who served as the emcee or narrator of
the show, before they began perform-
ing their skit.

“Some of us have intense stage
fright,” she added, noting that those
fears were combated once they took
the stage a few weeks ago.

When asked how the ladies felt about
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The Pulitzer Prize and Tony
Award winning drama, PPPPPrrrrroofoofoofoofoof, will
open on Friday, February 4, and
run for three weekends at the
CCCCCranforranforranforranforranford Dd Dd Dd Dd Dramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Clubramatic Club. It’s the
story of relationships, both in love
and in math, by David Auburn.
Admission is $15, and perfor-
mances will be on Friday and Sat-
urday nights at 8 p.m. For infor-
mation and reservations, call (908)
276-7611 or visit
www.cdctheatre.org. Ask about
their mini-subscriptions.

* * * * * * *
A presentation by Calvary Cho-

rale, WWWWWorororororks for Oks for Oks for Oks for Oks for Organ and Srgan and Srgan and Srgan and Srgan and Stringstringstringstringstrings,
will be held on Sunday, February 6,
at 4 p.m. at the Calvary Episcopal
Church, 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit. Organist Nancianne
Parrella will perform with Arthur
Fiacco on the violoncello and
Victoria Drake on the harp. Al-
though there is no formal admis-
sion charge, there will be a free-will
offering. Call (908) 277-1547 for
more information.

* * * * * * *
Also on February 6, there will be

a piano recital featuring SSSSSuburbanuburbanuburbanuburbanuburban
Community MCommunity MCommunity MCommunity MCommunity Music Centerusic Centerusic Centerusic Centerusic Center’’’’’sssss
Crystl Baltazar at Burgdorff Hall
at 3 p.m. Single tickets are avail-
able for this performance, part of
the SSSSSundays at undays at undays at undays at undays at ThrThrThrThrThree See See See See Serieserieserieserieseries, for
$12 per adult and $6 per senior or
student. The hall is located at 570
Central Avenue in the Murray Hill
section of New Providence. For
more information, please call (908)
790-0700.

* * * * * * *
Piano soloists and accompanists,

ages 23 and over, are invited to
participate in the AndrAndrAndrAndrAndreeeeew Dw Dw Dw Dw Deeeee
GGGGGrado Brado Brado Brado Brado Biennial Piennial Piennial Piennial Piennial Piano Diano Diano Diano Diano Debutebutebutebutebut
CompetitionCompetitionCompetitionCompetitionCompetition for U.S.-born or
naturalized citizens residing in the
Eastern seaboard. The semifinals
and finals will be held at Kean
University in June 2005, and the
two winners will have the opportu-
nity to perform in a New York City
debut concert in Weill Recital Hall
at Carnegie Hall. Monday, May 9,
is the entry deadline. Obtain offi-
cial rules and applications at
www.andrewdegrado.org or call
(973) 467-1348.

* * * * * * *
Through Monday, February 14,

the RRRRReeveeveeveeveeves-Res-Res-Res-Res-Reed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboreed Arboretumetumetumetumetum is
showcasing the serigraphs of EEEEElissalissalissalissalissa
MMMMMerererererklklklklkl. Serigraphy, the ancient sten-
cil method of printmaking in which
inks are pressed through the fine
meshes of a taut fabric screen onto
a piece of paper or other material
beneath the screen, is a medium
with which Ms. Merkl has spent
her career experimenting. The ar-
boretum is located at 165 Hobart
Avenue in Summit. While you’re
there, check out what’s blooming
in February.

Get Outta
The House
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Joan Houlihan and

Adam Rosenbaum, former Westfield resi-
dents, have published a book on memory
improvement entitled, “How to Remem-
ber Not to Forget by Joan
Who? and Adam
Rosensomething.”

Released in January, the
book combines examples of
how memories have gone awry,
memory tests and easy tech-
niques for improving memory.

According to Mr.
Rosenbaum, the book details
the causes of memory loss,
termed “Memory Busters,”
which range from “informa-
tion overload and inatten-
tion.” For every “Memory Buster,” the
authors recommend a system established
by Ms. Houlihan, named “Memorology.”

“After my husband passed away, I was
so overwhelmed as the single mother of
five children that I needed a system to
help me organize my thoughts and my

life. Otherwise, I might have forgotten
myself!” she said.

Ms. Houlihan is the Executive Direc-
tor of an assisted living facility in

Falmouth, Mass. She speaks
frequently in the Boston area
on the top of memory and
senior healthcare. She lived
in Westfield from 1974 to
1995.

Mr. Rosenbaum, who re-
sided in Westfield from 1971
to 1995, is the president of a
consulting company that pro-
vides learning services to cli-
ents deploying certain ac-
counting and manufacturing
computer systems. He has

been involved with corporate training
programs in North and South America
since 1994. He graduated Westfield High
School in 1989.

To purchase a copy of the $11.95
paperback, please visit
www.iUniverse.com.
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group. While they had missed the
deadline for the discount, they hadn’t
missed out on a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.

During the process of hunting down
a date when everyone could attend, the
eight women (seven are Westfield resi-
dents and one resides in Scotch Plains)
began sending each other rhyming e-
mails.

The group of ladies includes Jill Free-
man, Liz Byer, Jill Strauss, Lori Yarusi,
Pam Rediker, all of Westfield, Leslie
Fleischman of Scotch Plains, and Diane
Rembisz of Westfield. Vivian Gold of
Westfield was an original member of the
group who could not be in the show.

ted a phone number for Pieces pro-
ducer Brian Howie at the bottom of
the e-mail about half-price tickets.

Mr. Howie was amused and intrigued
when he read the rhyming e-mails that
Ms. Rediker cleverly forwarded to him.

Ms. Yarusi said that the deadline for
the discount tickets had been extended
and their e-mails prompted Mr. Howie
to not only extend the half-price tickets
to the women, but a possible guest spot
in the production.

“It became bigger than we ever ex-
pected,” said Ms. Yarusi.

A month of anticipation stood be-
tween Mr. Howie’s invitation and the
chance that the ladies would become
Off-Broadway starlets as Pieces open-
ing act.

“We signed up to go to the show, not
to be in a show, but when it turned into
us having the opportunity to be on
stage and in the production, we were so
excited,” said Ms. Yarusi. “Soon, we
were planning out what we should
wear and how we should look.”

Using the ladies rhyming e-mails, Mr.
Howie crafted their material to a five-
minute show, where the women relayed
their pursuit of the discount tickets.

On the evening of the show, over
125 friends and family, many hailing
from Westfield, filled one-third of the

UUUUUnion County Snion County Snion County Snion County Snion County Seeks eeks eeks eeks eeks VVVVVolunteersolunteersolunteersolunteersolunteers
FFFFFor Annual or Annual or Annual or Annual or Annual TTTTTeen Areen Areen Areen Areen Arts Fts Fts Fts Fts Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal
COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – Volunteers are needed

to work with artists, students and teach-
ers during the Union County Teen Arts
Festival on Thursday and Friday, March
10 and 11, at Union County College in
Cranford.

Sponsored by the Union County
Department of Chosen Freeholders and
the Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs in the Department of Economic
Development, the annual arts celebra-
tion is open to all students from public,
private and parochial middle and high
schools in Union County.

“At the festival, 3,000 students par-
ticipate in performances, critiquing
seminars, master classes and workshops
with a staff of 50 professional artists in

every discipline – visual art, music,
creative writing, theater and dance,”
said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
liaison to the Union County Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board.

“Volunteers are needed to assist art-
ists with workshops, manage perfor-
mance sites and staff information sta-
tions,” she added. “We appreciate the
invaluable assistance of our county resi-
dents with this exciting program.

To volunteer, please contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, 07202, call (908) 558-2550,
or e-mail kleary@ucnj.org. Relay users
may dial (800) 852-7899.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Although
the screenplay for the Oscar-nomi-
nated movie Finding Neverland is
the first he has ever written, it was
enough to catch the attention and
admiration of the Academy of Mo-
tion Pictures Arts & Sciences to earn
four-year Scotch Plains resident
David Magee a nomination for
Adapted Screenplay.

Mr. Magee, who
was also nominated
for Golden Globe
and Critics’ Choice
awards, explained
how his golden
writing opportunity
had arisen during a
telephone interview
with The Westfield
Leader and The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Both Nellie Bell-
flower, who had
optioned the play
The Man Who Was
Peter Pan, and Mr. Magee had been
members of the 42nd Street
WorkShop in New York, where he
staged his first play, Buying the Farm.
An admirer of his work, Ms. Bell-
flower offered The Man Who Was
Peter Pan to him to develop into a
screenplay and Finding Neverland
was born.

As a screenwriter, most of his job
was done before filming began. How-
ever, some of the scenes that in-
cluded Dustin Hoffman were writ-
ten in at the end, requiring him to e-
mail the director from Scotch Plains.
He also found himself in Mr.
Hoffman’s backyard in London
working on some of the scenes.

Mr. Magee noted that while pro-
duction on Finding Neverland
wrapped in enough time to be re-
leased last year, the fact that the film
version of Peter Pan was being re-
leased at the same time would have
conflicted with copyright issues. The
one-year delay, however, “couldn’t
have worked out better,” he noted.

Since the success of Finding
Neverland, Mr. Magee has found
himself among the Hollywood elite.

When asked about his experience
at the Golden Globe ceremony on
January 16, he said, “It was all very
surreal.” Attending with his wife,
Pamela, who is a retired Emmy
Award-winning music director for
soap operas, he was excited when
asked by a photographer for an ex-
clusive snapshot.

He noted that he sat a couple of
tables over from Johnny Depp, who
was nominated that evening for Best
Actor in a Leading Role in Finding
Neverland and who Mr. Magee had
worked with on the movie set.

“It was an incredible day for star-
seeing and being in a room for of
people that you normally think live
in a world so far away from your
own,” he added.

Nominated along with screen-
writers for Million Dollar Baby, Side-
ways, The Motorcycle Diaries, and
Before Sunset, Mr. Magee said he
genuinely means it when saying it is
a pleasure to be in the same category
with writers who crafted such “won-
derful films.”

“Of course, it would be incredible
to win, but I’m not expecting the
win,” he told The Leader/Times.
“But, I’ll be smiling no matter what.”

“The last 72 hours (since the Os-
car nominations were revealed) have
been completely unreal,” he said.
“There have been calls from the press,
family, friends and it’s funny how
you reconnect with so many differ-
ent parts of your life in such a short
time and they’re all so happy for
you.”

Soon, Mr. Magee will be flying to
Los Angeles to attend the Academy
Awards Nominees Luncheon on

Monday, February
7, where he will re-
ceive a certificate ac-
knowledging his ac-
c o m p l i s h m e n t .
Then, he will return
to Scotch Plains be-
fore jetting off to
London to attend
the BAFTA (British
Academy of Film
and Television Arts)
Awards ceremony,
where he is also
nominated for an
award for Adapted
Screenplay. Then,

it’s back to Scotch Plains and off to
Los Angeles for the Oscar ceremony
later this month.

All of the travel has made Mr.
Magee especially grateful that he re-
sides in a peaceful community like
Scotch Plains.

“I’m very happy to be coming
home to New Jersey after all of this,”
shared the Michigan native. Four
years ago, when he and his wife had
their first son, they realized how
“tough it was living in New York
City with kids,” so the couple, who
is now expecting their third child,
looked for a community outside of
the city that would be ideal for their
family.

Mr. Magee received his Bachelor
of Arts degree in Theater Directing
and Stage Design from Michigan
State University and his Master of
Fine Arts degree from the University
of Illinois, where he taught voice
and acting. He also studied at North-
western University’s National High
School Institute, the New York Art
Student’s League and New York
University’s Intensive Film Work-
shop.

After doing voiceovers, Mr. Magee
began recording audioplays for vari-
ous books. However, when he real-
ized he could do a better job abridg-
ing the literature, he tried his hand
at writing them and condensed 80
novels over five years.

He also penned audioplays for 12
children’s books and wrote a skiing
travelogue before staging his first
play and performing at Guild Hall
in East Hampton. He studied the-
ater directing at the Hartford Stage
as assistant to the artistic director, he
has directed audiobook readings, and
has appeared in soap operas and re-
gional theaters.

The action-adventure film Crisis
Four and the comedy drama Natasha
were also written by Mr. Magee.

Most recently, he has written the
films Gesar and Lord of the Nut-
cracker Men, a World War I epic. He
is also completing work on two films
– Miss Pettigrew and The Tiger’s
Apprentice, which focuses on a San
Francisco boy who discovers his
magical powers.

The 77th Annual Academy Awards
are scheduled to air on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 27, on ABC Television begin-
ning at 8 p.m.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-

tional Church of Westfield has announced
the resumption of their Mid-Day Musi-
cales concert series. The free, half-hour
noon concerts on Wednesdays feature
programs of classical, jazz and world mu-
sic presented in the church sanctuary. A
soup and sandwich luncheon is available
following each concert for $5.

The schedule for this winter is:
• February 9 – Westfield High School

Chamber Orchestra, Director Raymond
Wojcik;

• February 16 – Karen Lindquist and
Andre Tarantiles, duo-harpists;

• February 23 – Soprano Sarah Arneson
and pianist George Kern;

• March 2 – Pianist Gail Niwa;
• March 9 – Bones, Inc. (four trom-

bones and rhythm section, jazz);
• March 16 – Violinist Anton Miller,

cellist Eliot Bailen, and pianist Brandt
Fredriksen.

For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.
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