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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Special Services to Increase
In SP-F School Budget

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Continuing
a financially-oriented theme of late,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education heard a budget-related pre-
sentation from the Office of Special
Services at its meeting last Thursday.

The board was also treated to an
informative presentation made by sev-
eral Terrill Middle School students
about their German classes.

Thomas Beese, the Assistant Su-
perintendent In Charge of Special
Services, discussed the various com-
ponents of his department’s budget
estimates for the 2005-2006 school
year. The total budget increase is pro-
jected to be approximately 3 percent.

Among other things, Dr. Beese and
his office foresee an increase in tuition
for out-of-district placements in the
amount of $168,533. Further, they
believe that two positions – totaling
$120,000 in additional dollars – will
be added: a learning disabilities
teacher/consultant, and psychologist.
According to information provided at
the meeting, these positions would be
at the elementary level.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
questioned the increase in overall out-
of-district costs, particularly with re-
gard to summer costs.

These costs are projected at
$400,000 next year, compared to
$375,000 this year and $347,982 two
years ago, officials said.

Mr. Whitehouse wondered about
the efficiency of over $50,000 more
costs than those of two years ago.

In response, Dr. Beese stated that as
the expenses have gone up, so has the
need for additional services.

“Our programs are very expensive,”
he explained.

Another notable budget increase will
come in the program concerning au-
tism. While just over $268,000 was
committed to the autism program this
year, next year will see approximately
$316,750 put aside toward the program.
This, said Dr. Beese, will ensure an even
higher-quality autism program for the
district.

“We can’t bring students in and
then have them be negatively exposed,”
he said.

In another presentation that evening,
Tanya Stevenson’s German students
presented an overview of several ac-
tivities and components they have stud-
ied in their German classes this year.

The fifth grade students have been
exploring three German cities – Ber-
lin, Kassel and Munich. “Frau”
Stevenson and her students learned
about the Grimm Brothers, who were
from Kassel. The sixth graders have
“e-pals” in Germany whom they com-
municate with via e-mail and instant
messaging, and seventh-grade classes
celebrated “Deutsch Day” by travel-
ing to Hofbranhaus using the internet,
and learning about food and dance.

Emily Carroll, an eighth grader at
Terrill, explained that the technology
used in the classroom ensures that

most everyone will find something he
or she likes to use to learn. Examples
of technology include films to intro-
duce chapters, compact discs for mu-
sic, and e-mail.

“The technology we use is great,
because there’s a type for everyone,”
said Emily.

Another student, Kaitlyn Rau, said
that students were graded at the end of
the year using a culminating assess-
ment exam. The students are given
topics on the day of the exam, and they
are graded on fluency.

Board members were very im-
pressed with the students’ demonstra-
tion of their German knowledge.

“It’s really great to see what hap-
pens in the classroom from the per-
spective of a student,” said board mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner.

Ms. Stevenson commented that her
classes focus more on authenticity
than anything else. She believes it is
better to let the students “be them-
selves” to really learn how to speak
German properly.

“My goal is to give the students a
context” in which to speak, she said.

In other board business, several
members of the public commented on
various board issues.

Dave Bernstein of Scotch Plains
expressed his dismay that parent-
teacher conferences required five one-
half days in November.

He explained that when factored in
with other days off in the same month,
parents would have to either take more
time off from work or hire a supervi-
sor for their kids. If time off from
work was needed, he said, parents
would be left with virtually no vaca-
tion days for other times in the year.

Dr. Carol Choye, Superintendent
of Schools, responded that this sys-
tem of parent-teacher conferences was
the most effective for the district. She
provided a list of schools and their
conference schedules, though only
Roselle, Rahway and Bridgewater
schools exhibited similar patterns.

Mr. Bernstein, who had researched
the issue on his own, stated that the
schools he contacted did not follow a
schedule mirroring Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s conference schedule.

Dr. Choye and the school board are
expected to revisit the issue to deter-
mine whether any modifications can
be made.

Scotch Plains resident Al Muller
commented on the expected rise in the
school board’s budget for next year.
He also referenced the increasing
county budget, which in turn would
impact the school budget.

Board member Lance Porter ex-
pressed his frustration with the county
budget situation, and he also took a
slight jab at the freeholder board. It was
announced recently by the freeholders
that they approved retroactive pay raises
for department heads.

Quipped Mr. Porter, “Unlike the
freeholders and the county budget,
there will be no retroactive pay raises
(for the board members).”
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 25
Arun Netravali, 59, of Westfield

was arrested at the intersection of
Boulevard and West Grove Street and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was released to a respon-
sible party.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26
Catherine Leigh, 22, of Scotch

Plains, Lucas Ott, 24, of Rahway and
Ashlie Fautz, 21, of Morris Plains
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop at North Avenue and Crossway
Place.

Each was charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
with intent to distribute and with pos-
session with intent to distribute in a
school zone. Police identified the sub-
stance as more than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Ott was addition-
ally charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia. All were released on
their own recognizance.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27
Anthony Coles, 27, of Plainfield

was arrested in Westfield Municipal
Court and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. The arrest was made pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop on January 20
on Springfield Avenue at East Broad
Street. Coles was released on his own
recognizance.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30
A Harrison Avenue resident re-

ported that unknown persons dam-
aged his motor vehicle while it was
parked on North Euclid Avenue. The
windshield wipers were bent, the side
mirrors broken off and a dent was
made in the driver’s side door.

A Cranford resident reported that
while she was driving on Grove Street,
the passenger side mirror on her mo-
tor vehicle was broken with an un-
known object.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
TAKING TO THE NET...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks went on the
Internet Wednesday to champion his position calling for a New Jersey Property
Tax Convention Referendum this November. For several years, Mayor Marks has
been advocating in Trenton and throughout the state that the system needs to be
changed. His 12-minute video, produced by The Leader/Times, can be viewed at
www.goleader.com/video.
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Town Says No Wrongdoing
Reported In Home Sales

PROUD FORCE…The Westfield Police Department held their 2005 promotions
ceremony on February 1 at the town hall. Pictured, left to right, are: Detective Lisa
Perrotta, Gregory Hobson, Sergeant Scott Rodger, Lieutenant Edward Maguire,
Chief Bernard Tracy, Captain John Parizeau, Lt. Carmen Brocato, Sr., Det. Joe
Costanzo and Sgt. John Ricerca.

department faces right now is the
interoperability with other agen-
cies with some of the new stan-
dards and guidelines that are com-
ing down from the Department of
Homeland Security,” said Chief
Kelly.

He said this requires extra train-
ing not only per Homeland Secu-
rity guidelines but also through
standards set forth by the National
Fire Protection Association and the
New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs, Division of Fire
Safety.

When Chief Kelly was a child, he
and his mother were rescued by
Westfield firefighters from their
apartment above the old Westfield
Leader building. He said that the
fire, which started in The Leader’s
printing presses, was quickly extin-
guished. However, firefighters
evacuated their apartment as a pre-
caution.

“The memory of firefighters tak-
ing us out of the building stays with
me today as if it just happened,” he
said.

Chief Kelly is an investigator with
the Union County Fire Investiga-
tion Task Force. He was first as-
signed to the task force in January
of 1998. He has been the chapter
chairman of the Westfield/

Mountainside American Red Cross
since September 2002. Prior to that,
he was the disaster chairman of the
chapter from September 2000 to
September 2002.

Among professional associations,
Chief Kelly has been a member of
the International Association of Ar-
son Investigators since 1998; the
National Association of Fire Inves-
tigators since 2000, and the New
Jersey Fire Prevention and Protec-
tion Association since 2000.

In terms of fire training, Chief
Kelly has completed courses at the
National Fire Academy of the
United States Fire Administration
in Maryland; the Bergen County
Police and Fire Academy, and the
Chubb Loss Control Division. He
has completed code enforcement
courses at Essex County College
and Middlesex County Fire Acad-
emy, and completed courses in fire
science at Union County College in
Cranford.

He has also attended numerous
courses given by the New Jersey
State Police Office of Emergency
Management and completed fire in-
vestigation studies with the New
Jersey Division of Criminal Justice
Academy. Chief Kelly has also taken
continuing education courses in
code enforcement and emergency
management at Rutgers University.
He also has taken courses at the
Union County Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

The chief has been trained in fire
prevention and investigation, emer-
gency response to terrorism, fire
fighting tactics, emergency medi-
cal procedures, arson investigation
and dealing with hazardous materi-
als.

thoroughly disinfected her business,
no new cases were reported.

The Health Department also re-
ported that one case of a human
contracting the disease from The
Dog Patch was reported.

tween his personal life and the ex-
pansion of his Westfield-based
mortgage company, “now is not the
time (to take on the duties of mayor.”

“But I will stay active in any way
I can to help the community,” Mr.
Sullivan said. He said he would
have sought the nomination had the
committee not had an “appropri-
ate” candidate for the post and re-
quested that he run for the nomina-
tion.

He said both Republican mayoral
candidates “have an understanding
of what it takes to be a good mayor.”
He said he anticipates a close may-
oral election in November.

“November elections (in
Westfield) when the incumbent is
not running historically have been
close,” he said. He said the mayoral
hopeful with the best vision for the
town will likely be the next mayor.

In addition to the office of mayor
and the council seats of Mr. Caruana
and Mr. Skibitsky, the seats of sec-
ond ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, a Republican, and
fourth ward Councilman Larry
Goldman, are up for reelection this
year.

Westfield Municipal Democratic
Chairman Ken Rotter said the local
party is still a ways away from se-
lecting its candidates for mayor and
council.

“We are just undergoing our (se-
lection) process right now,” said
Mr. Rotter. When asked whether
the party would have a complete
slate for mayor and each of the four
wards, he responded, “absolutely.”

ness.”
“No one is hiding anything,” he

said.
In a letter sent to Mayor Greg

McDermott and the Town Council,
Mr. Mahoney questioned the inves-
tigation by the town.

“I do not understand what would
lead the council to suspect that my
business practices are in any way
unethical. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Is there something
that I am not aware of that you could
enlighten me on?”

Citing last week’s article in The
Leader, Mr. Mahoney said, “I will
never know the full extent of the
damage that those reckless comments
will cause me by people who will
form an inaccurate opinion of me
based on that article and who will
perhaps choose not to do business
with me.”

In other business, during a presen-
tation to the mayor and council,
Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman James Marvin announced
that residents would be invited to
attend a meeting this month to ex-
press their opinions on the proposed
Memorial Park master plan improve-
ment project. The project will in-
clude the parking, tennis courts and
fields. The pool, which was expanded
a few years ago, is not part of the
park project.

Mr. Marvin said the commission
plans to seek bids from contractors
for the upgrade of the Tamaques
Park tennis courts by April, with the
work to be completed over the sum-
mer so that the courts can be open by
September.

The Houlihan Field project, which
includes installation of artificial turf
and lighting, is also expected to be
completed by September. Mr. Marvin
said the goal is to have the field
completed in time for the fall soccer
season. He said the commission is
looking at installing computer turn
off mechanisms for the lights at
Houlihan and the Tamaques tennis
courts. Currently, the lights are on
automatic timers regardless if an
event is being held. Both parks are
located off of Lamberts Mill Road.

Westfield Recreation Director M.
Bruce Kaufmann said the council
last year appropriated $50,000 to
conduct the Memorial Park master
plan study, $860,000 for the
Houlihan Field project, and $200,000
for improvements to the Tamaques
Park tennis courts.

Mr. Kaufmann said applications
for the summer pool season have
been sent to all town residents. The
only changes in pool fees this year
are for families with full-time child
care, where the rate will be raised
from $350 to $443, and the non-
resident senior citizen rate, which
will rise from $120 to $130.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance Tuesday night setting the new
fees. The public hearing and adop-
tion vote will be held on Tuesday,
February 15, at 8 p.m.

During the public portion of
Tuesday’s meeting, Mary McBeigh
of Roosevelt Place asked the town to
ban parking on at least one side of
Scotch Plains Avenue near Memo-
rial Park, and to install sidewalks.
She fears a child will be injured due
to the heavy traffic volume in the
area, especially when a game is be-
ing held and vehicles are parked on
both sides of the street.

Sharon Stockwell of Benson Place,
representing WeCare (Westfielders

Concerned About Responsible Re-
development) questioned the gov-
erning body as to whether the town
is still a redevelopment agency, a
designation that was approved by
the town council a few years ago in
order to advance the downtown de-
velopment project that was high-
lighted by a proposed parking deck.
The proposal was heavily defeated
by voters this past November.

She also asked if the actions by the
planning board and the council to
designate the South Avenue and Pros-
pect and Elm Street parking lots for
redevelopment were still active.

Ms. Stockwell also asked the coun-
cil to consider lowering the so-called
“night owl” permit for downtown
residents. She said residents pay $360
for these permits.

In addition, she asked whether the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), the management entity for
the special improvement district, is
required to have a public portion at
its monthly meetings. She also asked
if the council has a liaison to the
DWC and to the Westfield Board of
Education.

Mayor McDermott said the town
is still listed as a redevelopment
agency and that the sites proposed
for decks are also still considered
redevelopment areas. He said the
Code Review & Town Property Com-
mittee, chaired by Fourth Ward
Councilman James Foerst, is cur-
rently reviewing the town’s codes
and ordinances to see which ones are
outdated or no longer apply to the
town. He said the redevelopment
designations would be reviewed dur-
ing that process.

The mayor said he would have
Town Attorney Robert Cockren re-
view whether the DWC is required
to have a public portion at its meet-
ings.

He said Councilman Lawrence
Goldman is liaison to the DWC. He
said there is no council liaison to the
school board but that he and the board
president talk when necessary.

Westfield Police Department
Promotes Eight In Ceremony

WESTFIELD – Eight police offic-
ers received promotions in the
Westfield Police Department at a
ceremony held in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1.

Officers promoted were: Captain
John Parizeau; Lieutenant Carmen
Brocato, Jr.; Lieutenant Edward
Maguire; Sergeant Scott Rodger;
Sergeant John Ricerca; Detective
Gregory Hobson; Detective Joseph
Costanzo and Detective Lisa
Perrotta.

Captain John Parizeau graduated
from the College of New Jersey and
was appointed to the department on
March 29, 1981. He was promoted
to the rank of plainclothes on Febru-
ary 1, 1987 and assigned to the Juve-

nile and Detective Bureaus, Sergeant
on July 1, 1988, Detective Sergeant
on January 1, 1997 and Lieutenant
of Police on December 27, 1999.

He has served as the Records Bu-
reau Commander and is the
department’s informational technol-
ogy and media officer.

Lieutenant Brocato attended Kean
College and was appointed to the
department on September 8, 1985
and promoted to the rank of Ser-
geant on September 30, 1992 as-
signed to the Patrol Division. He has
served with the Union County Nar-
cotics Strike Force and served as an
unarmed self-defense, PR-24, in-
structor at the John H. Stamler Po-
lice Academy.

Lieutenant Maguire attended Kean
College and graduated first in his
class from the John H. Stamler Po-
lice Academy. He was appointed to
the department on August 5, 1992
and promoted to the rank of Ser-
geant on February 1, 2000 assigned
to the Patrol Division.

Sergeant Scott Rodger attended
Union College and was a dispatcher
for the department since 1986 and
appointed to the department on Feb-
ruary 1, 1989.

Sergeant John Ricerca attended
the University of Bridgeport and was
appointed to the department on Oc-
tober 1, 1992 and serves in the Patrol
Division.

Detective Gregory Hobson gradu-
ated from Northeastern University
in Boston and was appointed to the
department on February 10, 1988
and will be assigned to the Juvenile
Bureau. Detective Hobson is a certi-
fied D.A.R.E. Instructor as well as
member of the Bike Patrol.

Detective Costanzo was ap-
pointed to the department on Feb-
ruary 10, 1988 and was assigned as
a Plainclothes Officer to the Detec-
tive Bureau on January 1, 2002.
Detective Costanzo has attended nu-
merous schools related to identity
theft, cyber crimes and served as an
instructor for the State Police’s Top
Gun school.

Detective Lisa Perrotta was a meter
maid and dispatcher prior to her be-
ing appointed to the department on
July 26, 1996. Det. Perrotta is a certi-
fied D.A.R.E. officer and is assigned
to the Traffic Safety Bureau as
T.E.A.M. Coordinator and Traffic
Enforcement Personnel Supervisor.

WELCOME ABOARD…The New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts in Westfield
has reported that Loc Dao has joined
the staff of the Music Studio as a violin
instructor. Mr. Dao received his diploma
in violin from the National Conserva-
tory of Music and Drama in Saigon,
Vietnam. He also studied violin at
Rutgers University, where he obtained
several advanced science degrees. A vio-
lin teacher at the J.S. Bach School of
Music in Vietnam, Mr. Dao has also
been a private violin teacher in the
Hunterdon County region. He has had
solo performances in many area musi-
cal clubs and has performed on national
radio and television in Vietnam. In
Saigon, he was a member of the Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra and the Or-
chestra of the National Conservatory of
Music and Drama. Mr. Dao has played
with the New Brunswick Chamber Or-
chestra and the Tam-Linh Chamber
Orchestra in Vietnam, as well as the
Count Basie Theater in Red Bank and
the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
For more information on the Music Stu-
dio, please call (908) 789-9696 or visit
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

in New Jersey, which has the highest
number of autistic students in the
country, he said.

The district’s in-district expenses
for special education will rise ap-
proximately 4.6 percent, as a result of
increases in Resource Center sup-
plies and supplies for pre-school stu-
dents with special needs.

Out-of-district expenses will rise
approximately 9.5 percent, due in
large part to an increase in state-
approved tuitions at schools where
students with particular disabilities
that cannot be accommodated in-dis-
trict are sent.

Mr. Berman noted, “The state-ap-
proved tuition increase is more than
the state-approved budget cap.” Due
to recently passed state legislation,
New Jersey school districts are lim-
ited to overall budget increases of
only 3.01 percent before spending
growth allowances are factored in.

The salaries for the department will
increase 6.1 percent in the proposed
budget, from $818,172 to $867,909.
The amount of money needed for
professional services, including
teacher evaluations, would increase
5.3 percent. The salaries for the Child
Study Team would increase 5.7 per-
cent to $1,329,365.

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, February
8. The board will further discuss the
proposed 2005-2006 budget, with an
emphasis on fine arts and athletics.
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If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

Call for a free quote.


