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The JCC invites the community to celebrate our  

20th Anniversary and the new year with the whole family! 

Sweat and  Get Wet 
at the JCC with a FREE January pass and 

a FREE 10-class pass!  

JCC of Central N J • Wilf Jewish Community Campus • 1391 Martine Ave. •  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 •  908-889-8800 •  www.jccnj.org 

FREE unlimited visits to use the gym, pool, fitness room, sauna, 

whirlpool and locker rooms 
 

FREE 10-class pass for select fitness and athletic classes 

 

FREE Aquatics Open House Sunday January 22nd (register by 1/13/06) 

  

     For details, contact Marla at 908-889-8800 x236 or mitzkin@jccnj.org 

Winter/Spring Program Guide available upon request or online! 

Registration begins 1/9/06 for Members, 1/12/06 for the Community. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2006 –8:00 P.M.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD

Mountain Avenue at Broad Street
$20 / $15 Students, Seniors or Subscription

Tickets Available at the Door and at 
Lancaster, Ltd., 76 Elm St., Westfield, NJ.

For Information Call: 908-654-5737 
Wheelchair Accessible

NEW JERSEY 
STATE COUNCIL

ON THE ARTS

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, 
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County 
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

CAS Chorus & Orchestra 

Soprano-Ellen Goff Entriken    Alto-Luthien Brackett
Tenor-Matthew Hughes    Bass-Dale Livingston

Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach
Magnificat

Johann Sebastian Bach
Magnificat

The Choral Art Society of New Jersey
James S.Little–Director

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Make New Year’s Change
One Resolution At A Time

By Elena Tinfow
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

Millions of lights shine from all
angles onto expectant faces. Hun-
dreds of people are gathered and
packed tightly together, waiting im-
patiently. Some wear special occa-
sion hats. Some wave streamers. Some
have obnoxious noisemakers. All are
eagerly awaiting the celebration. Af-
ter many hours of anticipation, the
moment finally arrives. They count
down the seconds with joyful smiles.
Three, two, one! Everyone cheers
and grins.

What time is this? New Year’s Eve,
of course. Most people at least stay
up until midnight on New Year’s Eve
to watch the ball drop in Times Square
on their televisions. Many people have
parties to celebrate the coming of the
New Year. But no matter in what way
they celebrate, almost everyone cel-
ebrates the coming of the New Year in
some form or another.

Some might say that the New Year
signifies nothing; that it only means
another year has passed, one year out
of countless others since the begin-
ning of time. But to many, including
me, the coming of the New Year is
like having a fresh start. It is as if you
are given a clean slate; everything
that happened the last year can be
easily forgotten. It is also a perfect
time to make positive changes in your
life.

Many people make New Year’s
resolutions. Some write them down

and yet fewer keep them. However, if
some actually tried to change them-
selves, improvements could be made
all the time. A great way to do this is
to record the resolutions. Then, some-
thing tangible can serve as a constant
reminder of how you wish or need to
improve. It can be put somewhere
where you see it all the time, for
example, the back of a door. It is far
more difficult to forget something
written on a piece of paper than to
misplace a mental note.

Also, this can help people identify
problems with their behaviors. If they
just sit down and ask themselves what
they need to change, they will many
times see what is wrong. It is often
said that the first step is to identify the
problem. After the problem is recog-
nized, making an effort to solve it will
naturally follow.

This New Year’s Day, instead of
simply sleeping in, we can try to
think about making our lives that
much better. If more people wrote
down their new year’s resolutions,
more people would keep them. This
could not be a bad thing and would
only improve the world, one resolu-
tion at a time.

Elena, a sophomore, attends the
Union County Magnet High School.

McKinley Fourth Graders
Filmed Chatting Up History

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Room 204 in
McKinley Elementary School was
crowded the Friday before winter va-
cation. Mr. Joseph Paradise’s fourth
grade class presented their most re-
cent book reports to their parents and
fellow classmates in an interesting way.

They each selected a historical fic-
tion novel to
share with the
class, with sub-
jects including
English settlers,
knights, Revolu-
tionary and Civil
War soldiers,
slaves, teachers
and Holocaust
survivors. Ac-
cording to a pro-
gram that the stu-
dents handed out
at the beginning
of the presenta-
tion, each student
created a script
for an interview that his or her character
would have with Mr. Paradise on a talk
show called “Chatting with History.”

Each student dressed in an outfit that
their historical character would have
worn. In addition, Mr. Paradise set up
two chairs and a coffee table with a
festive poinsettia plant on it at one side
of the classroom. The setup was right in
front of a large “Chatting with History”
poster, so that students felt like they
were on an actual television show.

The audience of parents and stu-
dents sat in desk chairs lined up in
front of the filming area. “We Didn’t
Start the Fire” by Billy Joel played
during the commercial breaks to keep
the audience entertained.

The students were interviewed over
a span of four days. When they weren’t

being interviewed, they took turns
playing the roles of a traditional tele-
vision show. Students were in charge
of directing, filming, sound, music
and the applause sign, which was lit
up at strategic times.

The interviews were all filmed with
commercial breaks worked into them,
and they hope to be aired on TV-36 in
the near future.

Members of Mr.
Paradise’s fourth
grade class are
Jonathan Baker,
Nicholas Koch,
Julia Bieber,
Jeremie De Dea,
Anne De Santis,
Joseph Alameno,
Michael Ionta,
Kaity Hughes,
Veronica Nion,
Emily Stuart,
J o n a t h a n
Simmons, Justin
Slavin, Manjari
Venkatesh, Julia
Penczak, Brianna

DiDario, Chrissy Ferraro, Yusef
Dwider, Andrew Dumont and Chris
Hogge.

“I thought this project would give
them exposure to this genre. I also
knew it would be fun to allow the kids
to ‘become’ the characters by creat-
ing the costumes and writing their
own interview questions about the
historical significance of their time
period and differences between their
character’s time and the present time,”
Mr. Paradise said.

“I was really proud of the kids’ efforts.
I think having a real audience made the
experience more memorable for the kids.
I know it’s had an impact because some
of my students are now requesting to
read non-fiction and historical fiction
titles,” added Mr. Paradise.

WELCOME TO PARADISE...Joseph
Paradise’s fourth grade class presented
their most recent book reports to their
parents and fellow classmates in a talk
show format called “Chatting with His-
tory.”

CROUCHING TIGER…The tiger class from Wesley Hall studied Christmas
celebrations around the world. When they visited Germany, each child made a
“larger than life” nutcracker. They were put on display outside their classroom.
Shown with their creations, from left to right, are Joseph Bencivenga, Brendan
Cox and Ryan Metzger.

Business Competition
Winners Announced
WESTFIELD – The winners of the

first-ever Westfield High School Busi-
ness Idea Competition were an-
nounced on Thursday, December 15.
Ariel Gale received first place with
her business idea “The Brain Cancer
Answer Auction 06” and Andrew
Skibitsky earned second place with
his “Run Promotions.” Ariel won $100
and a custom-made website and An-
drew won a website.

The WHS Entrepreneurial Indepen-
dent Study, run by student Alex Hodara
and teacher Michael Seiler, hosted the
contest. Alex sponsored the contest
through his own business named
“BizLaunch.” At the end of the contest,
he surprised all applicants who did not
win first or second prize with a one-page
website to get their business started. He
will pass the torch to sophomore Eric
Zagorski, who will run the contest next
year. Check out whsbizcomp.com for
more information about this contest.

St. John’s to Hold
Watch Night Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s

Baptist Church has invited members
of the community to join the congre-
gation for its Year End Watch Night
Service at the church.

The service will begin at 10 p.m. on
Saturday, December 31. St. John’s
Baptist Church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

HI-BEAR-NATE..Students in Joellen Surace’s kindergarten classes at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield celebrated the first day of winter by placing their
own teddy bears in a cardboard cave as part of a thematic unit on hibernation. The
kindergarteners plan to reopen their cave during the first week of spring and
welcome their bears back with a celebration. Pictured, from left to right, are
Trevor Clemson, Jessica Perkins, Timothy Storms and Charlotte Jardim.
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Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by
the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/Department of
State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the
Arts. The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible
through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American
Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer. This
national program is designed to provide orchestras with
resources and tools to support their presentation of new
music to the public and build support for new music within
their institutions.
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

A CELEBRATION OF THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE 
AMERICAN MUSICAL FEATURING STARS DIRECT

FROM THE BROADWAY STAGE
Saturday, December 31, 2005 at 7 PM  

Westfield High School, Dorian Road, Westfield NJ 

NewYearsEve 
The “Guys and Dolls”of Broadway

and Commerce Bank present

TICKETS: $50 & $25
available at Symphony Office 
224 East Broad St, Westfield, 
Tel: (908) 232-9400 
WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG


