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APPRECIATION…Nick Pantagis, left, owner of the Pantagis Renaissance Res-
taurant and a member of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club, awards a gift
certificate for dinner to Dr. James Checchio. For years, Dr. Checchio has led in
sales for the club’s raffle, which raises funds for charitable endeavors.

Kline, Calamaras Retire
From FW Borough Council

Goldman, Betancourt Say
Goodbye to WF Council
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Tiimes

WESTFIELD — Councilmen Larry
Goldman and Rafael Betancourt have
plenty in common. They each have been
married for more than twenty years, they
each have two children, they love golf,
they are  lawyers, they have lived in
Westfield for at least two decades and they
are retiring from the council this year.

But amidst all of their similarities is
one noticeable difference. Mr. Goldman
is a devoted Democrat and Mr. Betancourt
is a staunch Republican.

Mr. Goldman has served nine years,
the longest of any acting council member.
Most of his tenure was as the minority
party. He did serve three years under
Mayor Tom Jardim, Westfield’s only
Democratic mayor since 1912. Yet, dur-
ing his tenure, democrats have never had
the majority of both council and mayor.

“Eighty percent of the time, partisan-
ship doesn’t come into play,” he said.
“Whenever we had to deal with something
that started to break down along party
lines, it became a definite challenge.”

Partisanship was not a challenge dur-
ing the recent parking deck initiative. Mr.
Goldman said he and some Republicans,
like Mr. Betancourt, agreed on the plan.
He later opposed the referendum because
he “thought the council was having diffi-
culty communicating to the town exactly
what it was trying to accomplish.”

Mr. Goldman spoke modestly of his
many accomplishments. “I always say
that no one person can claim credit for
getting anything done.”

When he was first elected, in 1996, he
said the council changed its philosophy
on “municipal budgeting”  and showed “a
willingness to approach the town’s capi-
tal needs” differently. He said they started
a “more aggressive capital plan” which
remains in effect today.

He said he is also proud of his involve-
ment in adopting a property-maintenance
code that has helped to “address unsafe
and unsightly conditions on residential
and commercial properties.”

Other highlights of his tenure include
an ordinance that prohibited the use of
town property for political fundraising, a
tree preservation ordinance, a sidewalk
café ordinance and the continuation of the
ordinance that created the Special Im-
provement District. “I’ll only take credit
for shepherding the process,” he said.

In his nine years of service, Mr. Goldman
chaired and vice-chaired several commit-
tees and served as council liaison for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation. He was
the chairman of Westfield’s Democratic
Party from 1991 to 2000.

Looking to Westfield’s future, Mr.
Goldman feels strongly that Westfield
should have a devoted Town Planner to
focus on “land use, redevelopment and
downtown planning issues.”

While there is always more to be done,
Mr. Goldman said “any organization, in
order to remain vibrant, needs new blood.”
He said he knew it was his time to go when
he found himself “sitting around the table
with a group of new faces but discussing
the same issues” from years past.

But retirement from the council does
not equal more spare time for Mr.
Goldman.  He has already accepted a

chairmanship on a committee of the
American Bar Association.

He said the rewards of public service
don’t come without personal sacrifice.
“The town has had the benefit of being
served by some very well-educated and
competent individuals who sacrifice fam-
ily time and professional time to give to
their community.”

Mr. Betancourt is another of those in-
dividuals. After five years as a council-
man, including two years as Acting Mayor,
he said he is proud of accomplishing his
own personal goals. “I think our town is
now in good hands,” he said. “I feel like
I’m leaving the direction of the town in
the hands of very able individuals who
will preserve the Westfield I’ve known
for 20 years.”

Mr. Betancourt admitted that he has
been concerned the last couple of years
over the “lack of civility” in the council.
“I am very hopeful that Mayor Skibitsky
will ensure that the members of the coun-
cil treat each other with the level of re-
spect the community deserves.”

He said he feels that the “acrimony” on
the council was one reason residents did
not vote in favor of the parking-deck
referendum.

“There was division at the top and that
division was what in the end caused the
proposal to be voted down.” He is opti-
mistic that his administration helped lay
the groundwork for future discussions.

“I think at the end of the day, all of our
elected officials seek to do what’s best for
the town,” he said.

Mr. Betancourt said one of his proud-
est accomplishments as a council mem-
ber was his fight to preserve ward lines.

During his stint as chairman of the
public safety, transportation and parking
committee, he also had a hand in taking
measures to calm traffic in the “Shop Rite
grid” neighborhood. “It made the neigh-
borhood safer and had a huge impact on
many residents in that area.”

Mr. Betancourt said he is excited about
the idea of an “open slate in 2006” and
proud that he is leaving “at the top of (his)
game.” He said there is no limit to his
political aspirations, but for now he looks
forward to “resuming normalcy” and hav-
ing his Tuesday nights back.

Mr. Goldman said that Tuesday night
meetings have been part of his routine for
so long that it will be difficult to get used
to. “Melancholy” is the best word, he said.

Despite their political differences, the
two retiring councilmen share a mutual
respect for each other.

“I truly respect how he hung in there
for so long,” said Mr. Betancourt of his
fellow councilman. “I think he made a
difference...I always knew he was there
for the betterment of the town.”

Added Mr. Goldman of their relation-
ship, “in the last several years, we found
we were standing on common ground and
probably developed a relationship of
mutual respect.”

And it is obvious that both men share a
common love of public service.

“Giving back to your community is
something that really is important,” said
Mr. Betancourt. “I feel very accomplished.
It’s been a great ride.”

Mr. Goldman shared his sentiment. “It
has been rewarding,” he said.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Bor-
ough Council will bid farewell to two
Republican Council members when they
retire at the end of their terms this year.
Andrew Calamaras and Stewart Kline,
the council’s only two Republicans, are
leaving.

Mr. Calamaras served three years on
the council and chaired the land use com-
mittee for the past year. He chaired the
department of public works committee
his first two years.

He told The Leader/Times that his de-
cision to retire was based on the demands
of his other obligations. He is district
governor for Rotary for four districts in
New Jersey, which requires a lot of his
time. He said he enjoys his involvement
with Rotary more than being a politician.
He also runs two businesses that are re-
quiring more of his time.

“You have to make choices,” he said.
While on council, Mr. Calamaras said

he enjoyed his involvement in several
projects but mostly enjoyed the people he
got to know.

“Fanwood is a special town with a lot
of special people,” he said.

“Will I ever get involved in politics
again? Never say never,” Mr. Calamaras
added.

“I will be involved with the Republican
Club in town but have no plans to run for
office in the immediate future,” he said.

Mr. Kline has served three terms over
a total of nine years on the council. He has
served on numerous committees includ-
ing as chairman of the health and welfare
committee, liaison to the fire department
and rescue squad and liaison to the li-
brary. During his time on council, he has
served with three mayors, 15 members of
council, three police chiefs, two public
works directors, two library directors and
one borough administrator.

Mr. Kline also ran for county free-
holder in 2003 and 2005, but did not win.

“This county is not very hospitable to
Republicans,” he said.

When asked why he is retiring, Mr.

Kline said, “Nine years is long enough.
It’s time to let some fresh blood in.”

He also wants to spend more time with
his family.

“As my kids get older, they are getting
very busy,” he added.

“It’s been an honor and a privilege to
serve the residents of Fanwood. I’m glad
I had the opportunity to serve,” he said.

Both Mr. Calamaras and Mr. Kline
received framed plaques with the bor-
ough seal from the council. Mayor Col-
leen Mahr read a resolution of congratu-
lations to both Mr. Kline and Mr.
Calamaras at the December council meet-
ing.

Their council seats will be filled by
newly elected council members Bruce
Walsh and Joan Wheeler, filling the six-
member board with all Democrats in ad-
dition to Democrat Mayor Mahr.

SPFHS PTA Appeals for Driving
Caution at High-School Unloading

Girl Scout Thanks Those Who
Donated to Disadvantaged School

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) PTA would like to ap-
peal to the entire Scotch Plains commu-
nity to proceed with greater caution
while driving on Westfield Road during
the morning student-drop-off period,
which extends roughly between the
hours of 7 and 8:15 a.m. Increased cau-
tion is also warranted during the after-
noon student-pick-up period, between
2:15 and 3 p.m.

The need for heightened caution is
especially compelling in the wake of
the recent accident in front of the high
school, in late September, when vet-
eran crossing guard Vincent Crey was
inadvertently struck and seriously in-
jured by a parent on route to the high
school.

Motorists are asked to take particular
care at the high-school driveway en-
trance, where there are three crosswalks
of student pedestrians all converging
into the crosswalk which spans the drive-
way where the crossing guard was
struck. These student pedestrians must
safely navigate vehicular traffic emerg-
ing into the two-way traffic on Westfield
Road, both from Happel Court and from
Pleasant Avenue.

Another equally dangerous and less
protected area is the crosswalk at
Montrose Avenue directly across from
the high school driveway exit. There
are no guards posted at this particular
intersection, despite the heavy student-
pedestrian traffic crossing from
Montrose east over Westfield Road. As
students enter the high school via the
driveway exit, this is the first egress
which they approach when they are
dropped off on Montrose or when they
emerge from the student parking lot in
Green Forest Park on the opposite side
of the school.

There are also two other crosswalks
between Evergreen and Montrose, one
at Portland Avenue and one at Westfield
Road Circle. All three “walks” are
heavily trafficked by students and have
have no crossing guards; however, all
three streets do have painted cross-
walks, which motorists continue to fail

to heed, even in the aftermath of the
tragic accident in late September.

By now, most of us are aware of the
New Jersey State Law, which mandates
that pedestrians have the right of way in
the crosswalks. It’s easy to choose to
ignore this law in the face of the frus-
tratingly slow pace of school traffic at
rush hour. But these are our children.

We call on parents and all motorists
to heed this pedestrian protection law in
an increased effort to protect our stu-
dents. Remember, pedestrians have the
“right of way” in the crosswalks. Take
an extra moment and let them cross.

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank Mr. Crey for his years of
exemplary service to our student body
and to commend him for his service
protecting our children. Our thoughts
are with him during his convalescence.

Mary Thompson
PTA Safety Chair

Margaret Chowdhury
Corresponding Secr.

Since this is the time of year to be
thankful, I wanted to take this opportu-
nity to thank those in town who helped me
with a project I had this past summer,
working toward my Girl Scout Gold
Award. My project was to collect school
supplies for an inner-city grammar school
in Durham, N.C.

Many of the children at this school do
not even have crayons at home to work
with, but their school budget normally
covered for these supplies. Unfortunately,
their budget did not pass this year and
many of these kids would be without the
basics.

Mr. Bruce Kaufmann and Ms. Karen
Infantino are at the top of my list to thank
for allowing me to set up collection box-
ers at Memorial Pool and Manor Park
Pool. This project could not have gotten
off the ground without their support.

I would also like to thank all of the

Westfield schools for posting my plea for
school supplies in their newsletters and
emails.

Next, I’d like to thank all of those who
were so generous with their time and
donations: Mrs. Bernadine Liebrich, the
Caprario family, the Suri family, the
Bonsall family, the Goodman’s, the
Partenope family, Mr. Tom Sherry and
Ms. Daun Albin. Thanks to all those who
donated anonymously to my project.

In the end, I was able to send twenty
boxes of supplies to E.K. Powe School.
They were so appreciative of all of our
efforts!

It’s great to know that there are so
many supportive and caring people in
Westfiled. Thank you all so much again
and have a great holiday!

Melissa Gallagher
Westfield

Happy Ending for
FW Missing Person

Mamie Lovette took a walk from her
home on Daniel Place in Fanwood to
Inman Avenue in Woodbridge last
Thursday afternoon. The problem was
Mamie, who is 72, has Alzheimer’s
disease and didn’t tell anyone.

Her frantic family dialed 911 and
thus began a 10-hour search-and-rescue
mission involving dozens of police of-
ficers, volunteer firefighters and EMS
personnel from Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Clark and the county.

“She never does this,” said Victoria
Cook, Mamie’s sister who lives with
her.

In the command post at the Scotch
Plains Fire Department’s south side
firehouse, volunteers from Central Jer-
sey Technical Rescue huddled around
computers that crunched sightings and
maps. They consulted with police and
fire officials from four towns.

Eight teams of volunteers searched
the woods around Union Catholic High
School, YMCA and JCC on Martine
Avenue and L’Oreal on Terminal Av-
enue in Clark. Union County Police
brought their search dog and the State
Police helicopter circled overheard,
shining bright light on the woods. Resi-
dents wondered what people with flash-
lights were doing in their backyards.

AWoodbridge police officer spotted
a woman walking on Inman Avenue
who fit Mamie’s description. By about
midnight, a police car pulled up to the
command post in Scotch Plains and out
popped Mamie, smiling and talkative.

She was in good shape and spirits.
After a medical check by EMT’s from
the Fanwood Rescue Squad, Vicky and
the family took her home.

A lot of people cared about her and one
person’s welfare is worth the trouble.

For more information, see
www.v i s i t f anwood . com/ re scue /
news.htm#search.

Tom Kranz
Fanwood Rescue Squad
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FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 01/04/06

10 %
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10 %
OFF

20 %
OFF

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Feature Champagne

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$28.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

JOIN OUR
WINE OF THE MONTH

CLUB!
A perfect gift!  Have up to three wines

delivered to your door each month with a
very informative newsletter.  Call for details.

Sparkling Prices for the New Year

Krug Non Vintage Cuvee   Reg Price  $143.99

It is hard to imagine that there is a better non-vintage sparkling
on the planet.  Deep and complex, powerful but still elegant.
Bread notes, citrus, leather, roasted nuts, and a small hint of

coffee.  It lingers brightly and consistently on the palate.  If you
are going to buy a “name” bottle – this is the name to get.

Sale Price $119.99

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE: 9am to 9:30pm

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY

Popular Favorites

Domaine Ste Michelle Brut

750ML  $9.99

Hidden Gems

Marques De Monistrol Reserve Cava Brut

750ML  $9.99

Moet Dom Perignon 1998

750ML  $119.99
Veuve Clicquot Yellow NV

750ML  $33.99

Moet White Star

750ML  $26.99

Korbel Brut / Extra Dry

750ML  $10.49

Pierre Peters “Cuvee Speciale” 1998

750ML  $67.99

Brundlmayer  Brut Sekt  2001

750ML  $37.99

Gaston Chiquet Brut  NV

750ML  $32.99

Gratien & Meyer Saumer Brut

750ML  $16.99

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy!  Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.


