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Crafty Kitchen Closes, Marks The
End Of The ‘Go Ask Alice’ Era

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – There have been
many crafting conundrums in my
33-year-old life. From figuring out
the best weather-resistant sealant for
glass painting as a 30-something
adult to selecting the perfect felt for
my Holy Communion banner in
grade school, I’ve always been able
to follow my mother’s advice and
“go ask Alice.”

But, after 36 years in business, Alice
Lefebvre and her husband, Rich, will be
retiring and closing the doors to the Crafty
Kitchen on North Avenue in Garwood on
January 15, ending an era for many arti-
sans and crafts persons who have turned
to the Lefebvres for their personalized
attention and expertise.

Her pockets filled with farewell notes
penned by youngsters, Mrs. Lefebvre
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in a telephone
interview, “We’ve known our custom-
ers as they’ve grown up and we’re really
going to miss people. We just hope
we’ve made an impact on people’s lives
and taught them creativity.”

The Crafty Kitchen began as a
candle shop on Centennial Avenue in
Cranford, The Candle Kitchen. The
Lefebvres moved their store to South
Union Avenue in Cranford, then 300
North Avenue in Garwood (now
Added Attractions, which is owned
by their daughter), and then Chestnut
Street in Union before returning to
their current locale at 477 North Av-
enue in Garwood.

The Lefebvres announced the clos-
ing of their family-owned, indepen-
dent craft store with a special mes-
sage to treasured customers on their
website, www.crafty-kitchen.com
and with fluorescent signs in their
windows. Many customers, Mrs.
Lefebvre noted, have said that they
are saddened by the announcement,
but wish them well.

For example, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17, when The Leader/Times stopped
by to snap a photo of The Lefebvres,
the shop was filled with such custom-
ers who stopped to tell the couple about
how much they would be missed. Many
of the shelves were bare, some prices
slashed to 50 percent, yards of ribbon
purchased spools and all, and employ-
ees relating how the store has been a
part of their personal histories.

Why is the closing of this craft shop
more poignant that the closing of an
A.C. Moore or Michael’s chain store?

With every changing trend in the
crafting industry, The Lefebvres have
stayed on the cutting edge, while
maintaining a warm family atmo-

sphere in their stores. Every product
on every shelf features an example of
how it can be used and special project
ideas that go beyond the norm.

When you had a quandary or need
the confidence to start a new craft, Alice
and her band of long-standing merry
employees (young and old) had the
answers and provided the encourage-
ment. They weren’t just employees earn-
ing a paycheck, they were members of
a family with the training and knowl-
edge of every craft product and the
willingness to share their talents.

Sadly, many customers, and even
The Lefebvres themselves, acknowl-
edge employees in the franchise craft
stores are not as eager to help. In my
experience, clad in their predictable
uniforms, they are more likely to dodge
customers and less likely to know their
products or the crafting industry in
general. They could never answer all

of the questions I’ve brought to Mrs.
Lefebvre over the years.

My mother introduced me to crafts
at such a tender age. Often we would
stroll the aisles of the Garwood and
Union locations after a doctor’s ap-
pointment, to mark a special mother/
daughter day out, or to simply dis-
cover the latest craft trend to try at
home.

Around the bend, we always found
Mrs. Lefebvre – a welcoming smile,
a warm greeting, and a fount of
knowledge that can never be replaced.

Westfield Boy Cast in
NJ Ballet’s Nutcracker
WESTFIELD – Nine-year-old

Spencer Pascal was cast as a soldier
in the New Jersey Ballet’s perfor-
mance of Nutcracker at the Paper
Mill Playhouse. The play, which be-
gan December 16, is running until
Monday, December 26.

Spencer, a fourth grade student at
Redeemer Lutheran School, started
his dance career at the age of two and
a half under to guidance of Joanne
Carey, owner of the Westfield School
of Dance.

Last year, Spencer was accepted to
study with New Jersey Ballet in
Livingston where he dances twelve
hours a week. All this work is to
maintain his focus of pursuing a ca-
reer in dance with goals of Broadway,
New York City Ballet and eventually
teaching in his own studio.

For ticket information, contact the
box office at (973) 376-4343 or New
Jersey Ballet at (973) 597-9600.
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SPECIAL FAREWELL...Alice and Rich Lefebvre, owners of the Crafty Kitchen
in Garwood, will be closing their independent craft shop in mid-January and
retiring. Over the past 30 years, the store has served generations of customers (all
who have been bidding the Lefebvres cheerful and bittersweet farewells) in varied
locations in Garwood, Union and Cranford.

Fall Drama Ghetto A Success In
Newly-renovated Auditorium

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The new lights came
up in the Westfield High School (WHS)
Auditorium for the first time last Fri-
day as the WHS Drama Department
presented its first performance of this
year’s fall drama, The Ghetto, by Is-
raeli playwright Joshua Sobol.

The Ghetto, which premiered in
Berlin in 1984, focuses on the hard-
ships of a theater company made up
of residents of the Vilna ghetto in
Poland from 1941 through 1943.

The action began with a preface by
the Srulik, played by Aaron Eisenberg,
as an old man recalling his experi-
ences at Vilna, particularly the events
leading up to the company’s tragic
final performance.

Mr. Eisenberg, who shifts between
playing a young boy and a reminis-
cent old man, enthusiastically and
believably takes on both roles, all the
while mastering the Eastern Euro-
pean accent that is used by almost the
entire cast.

As the curtain came up, the audi-
ence was greeted by a convincing set
of a World War II ghetto, complete
with dilapidated huts, gritty walls and
barbed wire. Set designer Roy Cham-
bers and the student scenic artists did
a spectacular job.

Max Lazar made a conniving, dan-
gerous Kittel, the S.S. officer in charge
of the ghetto. The tension created on
stage between he and the Jewish char-
acters set the troubled tone for the
production. Zal Spialter played Jew-
ish police chief Gens with convic-
tion, portraying his character’s con-
flicting duties to his position as the
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A THEATRE IN A GRAVEYARD…Gens (Zal Spialter) presents Srulik (Aaron
Eisenberg) with the details for a theatre production to take place in the ghetto,
where 50,000 residents were killed only a week before.

ghetto’s authority figure and his sta-
tus as a Jew.

Nick Williams gave an outstanding
performance as the librarian Kruk,
delivering his soliloquies and engag-
ing in heated dialogues with impas-
sioned energy.

Georgia Mierswa and Alex
Forstenhausler played their charac-
ters enthusiastically, and Chloe
Zeitounian captured the audience’s
undivided attention in her roles as a
member of the theatre company and a
doctor who is struggling to determine
how to disburse limited medication.

Adding contrast to the overall dark
mood of the play was the comic relief
provided by the dummy Djugan,
played by James Seip, who flung his
body around on stage in the manner
of a puppet, encouraging others to act
on their desires and cutting a comical,
and believable, appearance.

Music students performed in the
small ensemble on stage, which ac-
companied the play, under a part of
the set. The play was scored with
occasional instrumental accompani-
ment for scene changes and company
musical numbers. Students Ben Baron
and Toni Ma directed the group, and
students did the orchestrations.

The performance was a resounding
success for the first production to
take place in the newly-renovated
WHS auditorium. Despite construc-
tion delays moving back the dates of
the show and even canceling
Thursday’s scheduled performance,
the action was well choreographed
on stage and the cast and crew proved
skillful in their use of the new light-
ing and sound equipment.

Congratulations go to Director Joe
Nierle and all those involved for a
wonderful show. If The Ghetto serves
as an indicator, the WHS spring pro-
duction of Jesus Christ Superstar is
sure to be a treat.
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IN THE GHETTO…Nick Williams
cuts a dashing figure as Kruk, the li-
brarian and revolutionary who opposes
the authority of Kittel and Gens and
works to record the events of the ghetto.
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New Year’s SpecialNew Year’s SpecialNew Year’s SpecialNew Year’s SpecialNew Year’s Special
Traditional Honey Baked Virginia Ham!

• 6 to 8 lb. Baked Virginia Ham with a Honey Glaze
• 4 lbs. Vegetable Medley with Asparagus, Carrots, String Beans etc.

• 4 lbs. Glazed Carrots
• 5 lbs. Oven Roasted Potatoes

• Dinner Rolls
• Cookies and Brownie Squares

$149$149$149$149$149
For Party of Ten to Twelve

(with leftovers)

Spencer Pascal
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INSPECTION…Kittel (Max Lazar)
interrogates Hayyah (Georgia
Mierswa), who he believes to be in
possession of contraband goods.


