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has joined the practice of
Epifanio Calcara, MD

Anuradha Lin Chaddah, MD, JD, MPH

Dr. Chaddah
specializes in

Internal Medicine

Dr. Chaddah previously trained and practiced at
Massachusetts General Hospital / Harvard Medical School

before relocating to New Jersey

908-789-0118
400 Center Street, Garwood NJ 07027

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

Freeholders Receive 5.3
Percent Raises For ‘06

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County freehold-
ers Thursday approved salary increases
for themselves and department direc-
tors following a public hearing.

The nine board members adopted
the salary ordinance unanimously.
The ordinance includes raises of 5.3
percent for the freeholders and be-
tween 3 and 4 percent for department
directors. The freeholders’ last salary
increase was in 2003. Board member
salaries will rise from $28,000 to
$29,500 while the chairman will earn
$31,500. The increases are effective
January 1, 2006.

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said the freeholder raises are spread
out over three years and average 1.6
percent per year, although the ordi-
nance does not specify how long the
raises are in effect.

Elizabeth Cox of Summit said she
was opposed to the increases given
the economic situation of the state
and families. “I do think the county
taxpayers are deserving a little re-
lief,” she said.

Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood
said board members should have con-
sidered that “this is a very difficult
time” economically for many county
residents and not taken an increase
this year.

Bruce Paterson, also of Garwood,
said he felt the board’s 2005 perfor-
mance did not merit salary increases.

He named a number of issues such
as employment discrimination law-
suits settled out of court for hundreds
of thousands of dollars, the “pension
padding” of Acting Governor Rich-
ard Codey’s brother, Robert, to the
“abuse” by freeholders of assigned
county vehicles.

“You deserve no raise,” Mr. Pater-
son said. He described the raises to
county directors as “hush money, be-
cause they are looking the other way”
on some board actions.

Deputy County Counsel Joseph
Ascione warned Mr. Paterson for vio-
lating Roberts Rules of Order, which
sets the code of conduct in addressing
elected officials.

Freeholder Proctor warned him that
he was crossing the line of what were
acceptable comments. Mr. Paterson
quipped, “I’m on the line baby.”

Freeholder Holmes than responded
that Mr. Paterson should not refer to
the freeholder chairman as “baby”
but by his official title.

In terms of director salaries, County
Manager George Devanney’s salary
was increased $7,000 to $151,471.
Deputy County Manager/Director of
Administrative Services Elizabeth
Genievich’s new salary is $132,330,
an increase of $6,000. County Coun-
sel Robert Barry’s salary increased to
$136,500, up $5,250. Other salaries
are: Director of Engineering and Pub-
lic Works Frank Dann, $116,357, up
$5,400; Public Safety Director Harold
Gibson, $109,793, up $4,000; Finance
Director Larry Caroselli, $122,002,
an increase of $4,500; Human Ser-
vices Director Frank Guzzo, $119,423,
up $4,500; and Parks, Recreation and
Facilities Director Charles Sigmund,

$113,816, up $4,500. Only the salary
of Director of Economic Development
James Daley, at $102,375, remained
unchanged from last year. Directors
increases are retroactive to January
2005.

In addition, the board approved sal-
ary increases for both County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi and County Surrogate
James Lacorte. They received a 3.75
percent pay hike retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 2005 as well a second increase
of the amount effective January 1,
2006. Their salaries in the new year
will be $133,500, an increase of $9,500
over their 2005 wage.

The resolution was approved 8-1
by the board with Freeholder Adrian
Mapp dissenting. Mr. Paterson said
Freeholder Mapp “showed some
backbone” by voting against the
increase as well as several resolu-
tions approving professional con-
tracts to what he deemed “pay to
play” firms.

The board also approved a $7,500
raise to Freeholder Clerk Nicole
Tedeschi, bumping her annual pay to
$82,500. The increase is retroactive
to January 1 of this year.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a resolution introduced by
Freeholder Mapp seeking immedi-
ate withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Iraq.

After hearing the public’s com-
ments Freeholder Holmes said he
doesn’t “begrudge them (the di-
rectors) from getting a raise.” He
said they “have done a remarkable
job.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada said the
board had numerous accomplishments
this year. He cited the board’s “out-
standing performance,” including a new
home heating initiative for eligible resi-
dents, improvements to roads and
bridges, preservation of open space and
the opening of the new public safety
building in Westfield and the new de-
partment of public works building in
Scotch Plains.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
county residents “appreciate what
they (board members) do.” “It shows
in the elections,” she said. Democrats
have not lost a freeholder race since
1994.

Freeholder Proctor added, “all of
our (board) committees functioned
full blast [this year].” He thanked
board members “for all the hard work
you did.”

Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella said he has received
mostly positive comments on the
board’s approval of health benefits
and pension plans for domestic part-
ners approved December 8 by the
board.

The board’s reorganization meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday, January
8 at 1 p.m. in courtroom of State
Superior Court Assignment Judge
Walter R. Barisonek.

 The courtroom is located on the
main floor of the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth. Mr. Mirabella, a Fanwood resi-
dent, will be sworn in as chairman
for the new year. He chaired the
board in 2001.

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
See our website:

www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

Republicans Have Yielded to Lower
Instincts In Fourth Ward Election

Why Do Freeholders Increase Their
Salaries? Because They Can

What is wrong with the Republican
Party? I ask myself this question not be-
cause of some stupid actions that resulted
in a stupid bungled war that has left at
least two countries in a mess; but rather,
because of the recent news that the local
Westfield Republican Party has filed a
lawsuit to try and wrest the fourth ward
council seat from the Democrat, Tom
Bigosinski.

What is wrong with this or any other
party or individual to be so intensely fo-
cused on winning and having control with
little respect for the legal process that has
already been doubly validated as legiti-
mate? Why is there shown no respect for
the merits of Mr. Bigosinski? For indeed

he is being portrayed by the WRP as a
loser, not worthy of a seat on this council.

What is wrong when some insist on
having it their way all the time, in spite of
the evidence suggesting that their way is
perhaps not the right way?

Time was when certain values like honor
and nobility and especially grace were
highly prized character attributes that sepa-
rated the true statesmen from the pool of
mundane politicians. These were those
highly principled men and women who
truly aspired to a nobler instinct and put
honor above personal outcome and placed
their own dignity at stake when deciding
issues, both serious and petty. They sought
to improve the lot of the ordinary man and
were willing, if necessary, to sacrifice, at
least some of their own good fortune for
the benefit of a common humanity. They
abounded in grace. A special quality of
those true statesmen was that they were
politically non-partisan when deciding is-
sues of importance to those constituents
whom they served; and presumed them-
selves to be representatives of all their
constituents.

By pursuing a lawsuit to oust Mr.
Bigosinski, the local Republicans have
chosen to yield to their lower instincts. In
playing partisan roles, not only do they
discount him, they clearly place winning
above honor and show a definite con-
tempt and disrespect for the citizens that
elected him. In fact, it does appear that
they only care about themselves. Where
are the statesmen in the WRP now?

Donnell Carr
Westfield

Sometimes, some things in life are just
too puzzling for the average person to
comprehend especially when it comes to
the actions and attitudes of others. We
human beings tend to judge the perfor-
mance of other people by the same stan-
dards that we set for ourselves even when
we know that we will be disappointed.
This is just human nature. Ever the opti-
mist, I will admit that I did just that this
week.

What was I thinking when I dared to
believe that at least one concerned Union
County resident would show up at the
board of chosen freeholders meeting to
ask the board not to award themselves a
raise in pay. The local newspapers, as
well as the paper with the largest circula-
tion in the New Jersey, had run articles as
early as last week about the planned sal-
ary increases, and letters to the editor
appeared this week regarding this subject
and still there was no one but the regular
attendees (there are the two of us) at the
meeting last Thursday. Also in atten-
dance was the long-time Union County
representative to the state Republican
Committee and a woman to voice her
repeated complaint that again this year
the snow and ice were not removed from
a stretch of sidewalk which borders county
property making it impossible for her to
walk to her bus stop each morning.

Though there appeared to be about 20
others in attendance this is deceiving be-
cause these people are actually reporters
or county employees who are meeting
participants, in short they have no choice.

Though I did step up and voice my
dissenting opinion on the amount of the
county manager’s raise and that of the
freeholders as well, my opinion as a former
Republican candidate for the office is
most assuredly viewed merely as “sour
grapes.” What amazes me is that this
“gang of nine” justifies this raise almost
as though it were an entitlement evi-
denced by Angel Estrada telling a re-
porter that he and his colleagues deserve
the raise.

I am quite sure that just about everyone
who is employed feels that he deserves to
be paid more money for his or her labors,
but there is generally some trace of altru-
ism when one seeks public office and
holding office should not be viewed as a
money making proposition.

Mr. Estrada along with the six other
Union County freeholders are currently
on the county medical and dental plans at
an average of $12,000 a year apiece. (Just
a note: a good medical insurance plan can
be had for about $500 to $600 a month or
$7,200 a year per person. This plan must
be the Cadillac as opposed to the Chevy).

While campaigning this past fall I re-
peatedly heard the same lament over and
over from county residents regarding the
out-of-control spending by county gov-
ernment, as well as the endless construc-
tion projects, and excessive legal fees.
The basic line was “what are they doing?”
Yet the residents of Union County cannot
take the time out of their busy schedules
to attend a meeting and ask the question
themselves, perhaps doing just that would
put some pressure on these board mem-
bers to take the high road and say, “in
fairness to the struggling taxpayers of
Union County I will not vote affirma-
tively to increase my compensation.” But
since the residents don’t come out, the
freeholders really believe that they should
and they do. Who can blame them?

Freeholder Scanlon made a telling com-
ment last Thursday during her closing
statement at this the last meeting of the
2005, when she stated that obviously the
residents of Union County must approve
of the good job that they are doing with
the exception of the three here, referring
to we Republicans. So there it is folks, by
not saying anything to the contrary, this
all-Democratic freeholder board can take
it to the bank that you are all pleased with
how they are spending your money, and I
guess that they are right.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood
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Union County Baptist
Posts Christmas Events

CLARK – The Union County Bap-
tist Church (UCBC), located at 4 Val-
ley Road at the Clark circle in Clark,
will hold its Christmas celebration on
Sunday, December 25.

A refreshment program will begin
at 10 a.m. with a breakfast buffet. At
10:45 a.m., the UCBC Praise Band
will begin playing. A presentation of
music and Christmas carols will
complement the program as the audi-
ence participates.

Members of the community are in-
vited to attend the festivities. For direc-
tions or more information, please call
the church office at (732) 574-1479.

First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield

Celebrate Christmas at

Visitors are always welcome!

Saturday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.

Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 25
Family Worship, 10 a.m.

Christmas Day

Sunday, January 1
Family Worship, 10 a.m.

New Year’s Day

Member, the United Church of Christ. The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair
ramp.  Infrared listening devices are available for the hearing impaired.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-2494
www.fccofwestfield.org
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Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

  MELLAS
ORTHODONTICS, P.A.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

STELLA P. MELLAS, DDS, MS
NJ Specialty License #5371

Board Certified
American Board of Orthodontics

is pleased to announce 
the opening of her practice in

Berkeley Heights
(908) 665-0244

Hackettstown
(908) 850-6618&

“Providing Quality Care Orthodontics with Individualized Attention”

Now Accepting Patients
Convenient Hours: Evenings & Saturdays

www.mellasortho.com


