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I Tried to be Careful Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year
and that Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball that it was an accident. I
was sure Santa would also understand that when we
heard the shattering glass, there was a moment of
panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we ever got home. A stern lecture and direct
orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess that I did
it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his garden to help pay
for it. I did. He then thanked me for owning up and
asked that I be more careful next time. I think he even
smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because

Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment at
least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill To-
wards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then.
The only thing I believed was that “Merry Christ-
mas” was the warmest possible greeting that one
person could give to another. It was only pure good
in the intent.

We’ll, after all those years I might have broken a
few other windows since – but I always owned up. I
tried to be careful Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa for
understanding.

I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone

– and Happy New Year!
Reprinted from December 26, 2002 edition of The Westfield Leader

and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Rafael Betancourt Was
Dedicated Councilman

As Councilman Betancourt leaves his
post at the end of the month we would like
to thank him for his time and dedication to
our town. Being a councilman in our town
is a tough and demanding job. Rafael has
always tried to do what was best for the
town. When it came to “what to do about
parking” Rafael spearheaded the initia-
tive to “allow the people to decide” by
putting it to a vote.

His initiatives have helped to calm
traffic on many streets in our ward. These
are just a few of the many improvements
he has helped to implement in our town.

Rafael is a man with an incredible
amount of integrity and conviction. He
knows the importance of civic responsi-
bility and giving back to his community.
He stands by who and what he believes in.
Thank you Mr. Betancourt for all of your
hard work.

Chris and Karen Masciale
Westfield
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By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Your December 15 editorial “Re-
jection of Cooper Road House Shows
Power of Grass Roots” is commend-
able, and I am particularly pleased
that you acknowledged that our board
members “do care about the charac-
ter of neighborhoods and that local
zoning laws do matter.” There is no
question that the residents in and
around the Cooper Road island should
be praised for their participation in
the recently concluded zoning board
of adjustment public hearings.

Their enthusiasm and hard work
is duly acknowledged and should
be a model for future public input
for subsequent land-use board hear-
ings. I, for one, am pleased with the
result of the hearings and I am con-
fident that our zoning board would
have reached the same conclusions
even if the grassroots efforts had
not taken place.

Your editorial continues by stating
“Township officials earlier this year
expressed little enthusiasm for possi-
bly buying the property and turning
the entire island into a conservation
zone, saying that open space trust
funds probably weren’t available.”

I Am Pleased with The
Result of Cooper Road

More accurately, we felt that it would
be inappropriate to meddle and make
offers during an active land use appli-
cation. Now that the application is
concluded we will certainly entertain
all possible options for this property.

Your suggestion that the current
owner (AT&T) “consider either do-
nating the property to the township
or, at least selling it at a very cut rate”
is on point and township officials
would welcome such an overture.

Above all, it should be acknowl-
edged that our land use board mem-
bers are all volunteers that put in a lot
of time for the benefit of our commu-
nity. They must work within the con-
straints of prevailing state and local
zoning laws. They must render deci-
sions with these laws in mind, even if
grass roots neighborhood sentiments
run contrary to them. It is truly a
thankless job except, I imagine, for
the letter you are now reading.

So, on behalf of some 23,000 resi-
dents, I offer my thanks and com-
mendation to the volunteer members
of our zoning and planning boards for
helping make Scotch Plains the spe-
cial place that it is.

Advisory Committee to Begin
To Look at Enrollment Issue

Letters to the Editor

The Westfield Public Schools are fac-
ing rising enrollments that are affecting
class sizes, particularly at the elementary
and intermediate levels in some of our
schools.

Together with the board of education’s
long range planning committee, we have
established a Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee on Enrollment (CACE), which will be
charged with developing a recommenda-
tion to the board of education about cur-
rent enrollment. In addition to the four
members of the board of education who
serve on the Long Range Planning com-
mittee, the CACE includes 16 Westfield
residents who equally represent all of the
elementary and both middle schools in
the district.

The CACE also includes four citizens-
at-large, whose children are high-school
level or have graduated from the system.
More than 25 percent of committee mem-
bers have children at more than one school
in the district and therefore bring a depth
of knowledge that will be valuable to the
process.

With an aggressive schedule of meet-
ings through the end of February we look
forward to a process of research, review
and deliberation that will once again en-
gage community members in providing a
recommendation to the entire board of
education. School administrators will
serve as advisors on specific topics as the
committee meetings develop. More in-
formation about the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Enrollment and its mem-
bers is posted on the district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

More than 60 applications were re-
ceived for consideration on the new com-
mittee. We were impressed with the quali-
fications that were evident in all of them.
Most importantly, we sincerely appreci-
ate the interest of all the applicants in their
willingness to volunteer their time to serve
the students of the district.

William Foley, Supt. of Schools
Beth Cassie, Chair

Long Range Planning Committee
Westfield Board of Education

Red Cross Dir. Thanks
Residents for Blood

The Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
of the American Red Cross would like to
extend a big thank you to all residents
who participated in our blood drive on
last Wednesday, December 7. Despite the
cold weather, we had a successful drive
with over 50 people.

It is estimated that 75 percent of the
population will need blood at some point
in their lifetime. However, less than 5
percent of the eligible population donates.

The chapter’s next drive will be on
February 1 from 3 to 8 p.m. Walk-ins are
always welcomed! Together, we can save
a life.

Maureen Kaufmann, Exec. Director
Red Cross, WF/MS

WF United Way Services Designed
For And Dependant on Community

Let’s All Consider the
“Honorable” Thing

I read in The Westfield Leader last
week a call to do the “honorable” thing
concerning the election in the fourth ward.
I am a registered Republican (and proud
to say so) who also believes that the
election results of the fourth ward should
be accepted ‘as is’ at this point. Hope-
fully, this election result will get more
people to see just how important each and
every vote truly is.

However, let us not talk about doing
the “honorable” thing as if it should only
apply to the Republicans. The “honor-
able” thing was not done with the election
fiasco concerning Bob Toricelli, the “hon-
orable” thing was not called for when Jim
McGreevey left our state unprotected from
terrorists so that his lover could have a job
at the taxpayers’ expense and safety.

I find it irksome when people are so
partisan in every single issue that arises.
We should look at the bigger picture and
what is truly in the best interests of this
great town that we live in and not because
of what political party one belongs to.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

WF Rec. Dept.
Thankful for Support
On behalf of the Westfield Recreation

Department, I would like to thank Tho-
mas Connors and the Westfield Commu-
nity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso and the Edison Broad-
way Singers for participating in our an-
nual Holiday Concert held on Wednes-
day, December 14, at Edison Intermedi-
ate School.

We had over 150 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed
by the Community Concert Band and the
Edison Broadway Singers. It was a per-
fect way to begin the holiday season!

Once again, thank you all for an out-
standing performance. I look forward to
working with you again.

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Rec. Dept.

Peace on earth requires more than good
wishes. It means reaching out to all people.
The holidays are a special time to reach
out and share our joys by bringing happi-
ness to others in our community. The
Westfield United Way is devoted to bring-
ing peace and joy to everyone.

The 19 member agencies of the
Westfield United Way provide year-round
services and programs to Westfielders.
Many programs are necessary and en-
riching to the quality of life during the
holidays. Our agency clients say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.”

“Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.”

“Thank you for giving my son a safe

and nurturing place to go after school,
while I’m still at work.”

“Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.”

“Thank you for helping me care for my
mother with Alzheimer’s.”

“Thank you for taking me to my dialy-
sis treatment twice a week.”

Agency services are designed for you
and are made possible by you. The holi-
days are brightened for children, families
and elderly by special seasonal activities
conducted by Westfield United Way agen-
cies, and the spirit of caring and sharing
will continue throughout the new year.

All Westfielders are invited to become
part of the caring network by contributing
to The Westfield United Way Campaign.
Your gift enables 19 community agen-
cies to meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and helps make Westfield a
better place in which to live and to work.

The Westfield United Way is grateful
to the many Westfielders who already
have contributed to the 2005 campaign.
Those who have not yet sent in a donation
are urged to do so today. The support of
each and every Westfielder is important.

From all of us at the Westfield United
Way and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a joyful and
peaceful holiday season.

Tom Cusimano
Campaign Chair

Westfield United Way

Tolerance Goes in All Directions,
Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays

There is an old saying that says that
proving the other guy wrong doesn’t make
you right. That concept could be applied
to the notion that using the expression
“Merry Christmas” to celebrate our holi-
day somehow offends another who doesn’t
observe Christmas. Why are the people
who insist that my holiday not impinge on
them so intolerant? Why have stores be-
come so wary of offending the small
minority that they offend the majority? I
know many non-Christians who wish me
a Merry Christmas.

So if we observe the true meaning and
spirit of Christmas (peace among men,
good will to all), no matter what your
religion or belief, or lack thereof, won’t it
be easy to accept someone else’s “Merry
Christmas/Happy Holidays” without feel-
ing they are forcing their religion on us?
Tolerance goes in all directions.

So to each of you in this wonderful
town, Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays,
and best wishes for 2006.

Joe and Sue Boscia
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vanglo – The West Indian name for

sesame
2. Dicastery – In ancient Athens, a

court of justice
3. Vansire – A small, weasel-like ani-

mal of Madagascar
4. Rapparee – A plunderer or robber

DEAURATE
1. To put on a pedestal; adore
2. Having a golden color
3. In mining, the process of removing,

filtering or separating gold from its impu-
rities

4. To convert or change the character
GOMPHIASIS

1. Looseness of the teeth
2. Constant wateriness of the eyes
3. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
4. The state of being afflicted with

boils
DAYSMAN

1. A doorman or valet
2. An umpire or mediator
3. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
4. A small suitcase

POCOSIN
1. A carefree person
2. A mountain retreat or resort
3. A marsh or swamp
4. A tobacco or money pouch

Online Archives Spark Westfield Memories
Westfield and says the town doesn’t
change. I’m glad. It was a wonderful
place to live with many, many happy
memories.

I remember a wonderful little shop-
ping area in Fanwood with
Scotchwood Pharmacy (and later
Irma’s Bag across the street-loved
that name), a great little meat market
and a lumberyard or yard center. I
remember our first Christmas after
returning from Colombia, we bought
our tree at that place, we were so
excited as it our first winter, first cold
weather in three years and getting a
live tree was so exciting.

More memories —my first time
eating at the Jolly Trolley. It was
Christmas Eve 1966 and we were
doing last minute shopping and were
all to meet up at the JT, it was my first
time there as I was going to college in
Illinois, but my parents were loyal
customers. I can almost remember
the owner’s names…two guys—they
were so young, older than me but
young for restaurant owners. My dad
was the last to arrive and walked in
grinning from ear to ear and announc-
ing to the entire room “It’s snowing.”

I had such a wonderful time going
through the archived Leader from
1967. I was 18 and in college when
my parents moved to Scotch Plains in
1966. They had lived in Westfield in
the early 1950’s and were thrilled
when dad was transferred back to the
area.

During college I worked summers
at Hahnes and I’d accompany my
parents to the Rialto for the latest
movies and we loved the Jolly Trol-
ley. It was so nice to see all the old ads
and interesting to read the “Letters to
the Editor” about Vietnam and even
see the ads for the peace marches.

My parents briefly lived in
Westfield around 1950 and moved to
Scotch Plains in 1966 after stints in
Indiana and Colombia, South
America. They eventually belonged
to Echo Lake Country Club and loved
golfing and so retired to a golf course
in Florida in 1980.

They counted the Westfield area
amongst their favorite places to live,
and I feel the same. One of these days
I’ll wander on out there and see if
anything is left that I remember.

My insurance agent has a sister in

Mom and I ran to the door to look; we
laughed so hard at the sight of snow-
flakes. We must have looked so
strange to others in the restaurant, to
be so excited at snow.

Dad finally explained to the room
that we’d been in the jungle for a few
years. Boy did it snow and snow…and
it even thundered, which was very
strange indeed. We had so much fun
that Christmas Eve.

My mom and dad were in The
Leader every so often, (even a picture
of me in 1975 when I got engaged.).
They saved the clippings and, having
the honor of being the family histo-
rian, I’ve just recently finished scrap-
books of our family for all the future
Turner generations. I do have an older
brother and a sister who were too old
to live at home in the 1960’s but
visited often. They were in school in
Westfield in the early 1950’s, though,
and my brother claims Westfield as
his all-time favorite place to live.

Thank you; I hope you’re able to do
more for those of us who are so far
away.

Susan Turner
Chicago


