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Special Year-In-Review Edition: Part 1 - January to June, 2005

President Bush Visits, Mayor Resigns in First Half of 2005
JANUARY

More than a foot of snow fell on the
weekend of January 22 to 23, and
schools were closed on Monday, Janu-
ary 24.

Newly appointed Union County
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
outlined his agenda at the board’s
January 2 meeting, including five new
initiatives. The board would provide
matching funds to municipalities that
construct boundless playgrounds for
handicapped children, offer transpor-
tation vehicles to municipalities for
use by children involved in after-
school activities, help fund athletic
lighting improvements, create a
county-wide Reserve Medical Corps
and create a mobile ecology labora-
tory called “Traveling Trailside.”

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
approved a plan to install a closed-
circuit surveillance system in 17
county parks.

Westfield
Town Clerk Bernard Heeney, Jr., a

pivotal presence in the Westfield’s
municipal government for more than
a quarter century, was remembered
for his friendly nature and ability to
get things done.

Mr. Heeney, 56, died of a massive
heart attack New Year’s Eve in New
York City.

Former Westfield Mayor Bud
Boothe said he always found Mr.
Heeney to be helpful in assisting the
mayor and council on vari-
ous projects. “He was always
on top of anything you asked
him to do,” said Mr. Boothe.

Mayor Gregory
McDermott appointed Claire
Gray as acting town clerk for
the remainder of 2005.

The Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) elected
David Martone as its new
chairman. Other appointments in-
cluded Joe Spector as vice-chairman,
David Capodanno as treasurer and
Dominic Verdic as secretary. Lee Hale
was welcomed to the board as a resi-
dent member.

Megan Victoria Beck, 20, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Wednesday, January 19 at JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), Miss Beck was a jun-
ior at Kean University in Union. She
was president of Theta Phi Alpha
Sorority at Kean University and em-
ployed by the university’s athletic
department.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks

was sworn in on January 2 for his
second four-year term and vowed
action on a new senior/community
center, possible expansion of the lo-
cal open space trust fund, a new “re-
verse 911” program, exploration of
new ways to conduct the township’s
spring clean-up and leaf pick-up pro-
grams and deer management in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

also started her second term as the
Republicans began their second year
with a 5-0 council majority. Council-
woman Carolyn Sorge was named
deputy mayor for the year.

The zoning board of ad-
justment began hearings
that would eventually
stretch out through the end
of the year on an applica-
tion to build a home on a
portion of the Cooper Road
island.

The township council, by
a 3-1 vote, authorized deer
hunts in the Watchung and
Ashbrook Reservations,
where the burgeoning deer
herd has led to efforts in
the past few years to secure state and
county approval for a deer-reduction
program. Efforts to hold a deer hunt
in the Ashbrook Reservation would
remain stalled at year’s end.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
recommended a 2005 municipal bud-
get of $20.5 million, which called for
a nearly four percent increase in town-
ship expenditures.

Fanwood
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr

announced the lowest tax increase in
six years, due to an aid grant.

Schoor DePalma, the downtown
development consulting firm, made a
presentation to the council. The coun-
cil is serving as the redevelopment

agency.
The new plan allows prop-

erty owners to develop their
own properties and choose
their own developers. It calls
for 35 residential units above
new retail stores, 20
townhouses proposed for the
former Dean Oil site and 16
condominium apartments
above existing buildings on

Martine Avenue, for a total of 71
units. Building height was set at three
stories with Victorian-style façades.

The borough received $130,000 in
state grants for field and park up-
grades. In addition, Fanwood received
a $180,000 grant from the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) to-
ward resurfacing and storm water
management of Pleasant Avenue. A
$50,000 county grant was received to
improve Forest Road Park.

Mountainside
The Board of Education (BOE) and

Mountainside Education Association
ratified a three-year contract. The new
contract allotted a 4.3 percent in-
crease in teacher salaries.

The borough council introduced an
ordinance to increase fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool and
applied for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for a senior citizen
coordinator, a senior van driver and
funding for the borough’s Senior
Handyman Program.

The LEW Corporation was hired
by the BOE to investigate an uniden-
tified odor at Beechwood School.

BOE President Peter Goggi an-
nounced that the board had narrowed
the search to three candidates for the

chief school administrator position.
FEBRUARY

Former State Senator Joseph Suliga
(D-22) was killed in a traffic accident
in Linden.

Mr. Suliga served until
2003, when in the midst of
his reelection campaign
against Mayor Marks, he
withdrew from the race and
was replaced by Nicholas
Scutari in the wake of a
September 2003 incident
at an Atlantic City casino
that led to his arrest.

Westfield
Dan Kelly was sworn in

as the new fire chief on
Tuesday, February 1. A

Westfielder for most of his life, Chief
Kelly has been a town firefighter for
25 years, serving under four chiefs
during his tenure.

He was appointed as a volunteer
with the department in the fall of 1978,
following his graduation from
Westfield High School. He credits his
father, an active member of the
Westfield Fire Department, for inspir-
ing his initial participation as a volun-
teer firefighter in the community.

Newpointe Realty, LLC filed a law-
suit against the Town of Westfield
and Ward & O’Donnell Property
Development Co., Inc., challenging
the town’s master plan and ordinances
that favor a 50-dwelling, age-re-
stricted residential development on
the Ward property located at 111, 112
and 129 Prospect Street, the former
home of Statistical Research.

On February 1, the town council
passed a resolution terminating its
contract of sale with Newpointe for
town-owned property on New Street.
The town was to have sold the prop-
erty to Newpointe for $330,000. The
town contends the developer failed to
obtain Westfield Board-of-Adjust-
ment approval of a proposed mixed-
use development for the site, thus
terminating the agreement with the
town.

The Westfield Republican Com-
mittee chose Third Ward Council-
man Andy Skibitsky over
First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana in a tight race
for the party’s mayoral slot
in the June 7 primary.

Scotch Plains
BOE members Edward

Saridacki and Susan
Dyckman said they would
not seek reelection.

Scotch Plains Republi-
can Councilwoman Nancy
Malool announced her
candidacy for the State As-
sembly.

Fanwood
Sprint applied for a cell tower at the

borough’s recycling center.
Fanwood was chosen as one six of

towns to participate in the state’s
Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) project. The borough intends
to use the program to preserve the
borough’s historic district, a Victo-
rian neighborhood located around

North and Martine Avenues.
Mountainside

BOE President John Perrin an-
nounced he would seek reelection.
The Mountainside Borough Council
discussed new ordinances requiring
home contractors to register with the
borough and restricting the feeding
of wild animals.

The search for a new chief school
administrator was narrowed to Dr.
Richard O’Malley and Dr. Vincent
Taffaro.

Nextel Communications submitted
an application to erect a 140-foot cell
tower on a piece of private property
located at 1193 Route 22, East, a
property owned by the Mountainside
Chapter of the Elks Club.

Ron and Betty Glenn were named
recipients of the 2005 Mabel Young
Good Neighbor Award.

Garwood
Borough Engineer Donald

Guarriello presented Second Avenue,
Willow Street and Spruce Street be-
tween Maple Street and the Westfield
town line for the borough council to
review for a Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) grant.

MARCH
Westfield

On March 1, Mayor McDermott
officially announced that he would
not seek reelection. “I believe it is
time for me to move on,” Mayor
McDermott told The Westfield Leader.

The mayor said his decision fol-
lowed his own philosophy of rotating
people in and out of various munici-
pal boards.

Mayor McDermott was first elected
mayor in November 2000, following
three years as the councilman from
the first ward.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin announced that the 2005 op-
erating budget of $377,575 was “pub-
lished and approved on first reading”
by the Westfield town council.

The $3.1 million, six-year capital
budget plan for the DWC was also
discussed at the meeting. The plan
has allocated money for specific

projects, such as the Sta-
tion Square North project
and the square at the en-
trance from Central Av-
enue to lot five behind the
Rialto Theatre.

President George W.
Bush took his message of
reforming the social se-
curity system to Westfield
on Friday, March 4 in a
forum entitled, “Strength-
ening Social Security for
the 21st Century.”

Before an audience of
approximately 2,000, President Bush
conducted a town hall-style meeting
with a panel of individuals who favor
changes to social security.

Westfield was part of the president’s
60-city, 60-day nationwide tour. The
event was carried on local and na-
tional broadcast news networks, as
well on the Sunday news talk show
circuit.

President Bush was introduced by
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7), who said
that the last sitting president to visit
Westfield was President William Taft,
in 1912.

“Today, almost 100 years later,
Westfield is proud to once again host
a president,” Rep. Ferguson said.

Protestors held counter demonstra-
tions at the Westfield Municipal
Building and at the intersection of
Clark Street and Ferris Place. The
protests led to nine arrests after po-
lice moved in to prevent the crowd
from getting too close to the Armory.

Demonstrators from New Jersey
Citizen Action (NJCA) and Ameri-
cans United to Protect Social Secu-
rity (AUPSS) arrived early in the
morning in a bus organized by Con-
gressmen Frank Pallone (D-6) and
Robert Menendez (D-13).

After three months of negotiations,
the Westfield Education Association
(WEA) and the Board of Education
reached an agreement on a new three-
year contract that includes health cov-
erage for domestic partners of WEA
members.

Though they had all entered not-
guilty pleas, according to
Westfield Municipal Court
Administrator Linda
Chieffo, only one of four
people arrested during
demonstrations against
President Bush on March
4 was arraigned on March
23.

The town council
adopted its 2005 munici-
pal budget of $32,369,504
and accompanying $17,585,345 tax
levy on March 15. The spending plan
represents an increase of $2.2 million
over 2004, with the tax levy rising
almost $1.1 million.

The tax levy was lowered from the
amount introduced in February fol-
lowing the receipt of a $140,000
homeland security grant from the
state. The grant helped lower the tax
increase from 6.1 to just above 5
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

The grant increased Westfield’s
state aid this year to $4,484,903. Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Peter Echausse said the 2004 munici-
pal tax increase was $200 on a home
assessed at $180,000, and this year’s
is “a shade over $100.”

Scotch Plains
The township council unveiled a

new user-fee spring clean-up pro-
gram, requiring residents to purchase
annual permits to dispose large house-
hold items.

William Mascarichi, 3rd, a 14-year-
old Boy Scout, became one of the
youngest applicants to appear before
the zoning board when he presented
his case for a use variance to allow
him to place a freestanding sign on
the lawn in front of the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation on Front Street.

The planning board approved an
application allowing the Stage House
Inn on Park Avenue to expand its
restaurant facilities.

The township awarded a $485,000

contract to Procomm Systems Inc. to
construct a new communications
tower at the south side firehouse.

The zoning board approved a park-
ing-lot variance for the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA on Martine
Avenue and preliminary site plan ap-
proval for the YMCA’s expansion
plans.

Fanwood
The Marcovecchio family was ap-

proved as redevelopers for a proposed
redevelopment project at 222 South

Avenue for retail and resi-
dential units.

State Superior Court
Judge Walter Barisonek
ruled against the Fanwood
governing body’s deci-
sion that overturned a
planning board vote ap-
proving the placement of
Verizon Wireless anten-
nas in the borough.

The Fanwood Borough
Council introduced a budget of $7.3
million, an increase of $320,281 over
2004. The $4,033,942 tax levy repre-
sented a 2.9 percent increase.

Mountainside
The BOE approved the 2005-2006

preliminary school-operating budget
of $11,917,497, with a Spending
Growth Limitation Adjustment
(SGLA) of $221,990. The total bud-
get was $12,714,432, which included
a tax levy of $10,442,048. Mr. Perrin’s
was the only candidate to file for two
BOE seats by the February 28 dead-
line. Mr. Goggi said he would not
seek reelection.

The Union County Superintendent
of Schools revised the Mountainside
2005-2006 preliminary school budget
to a total of $13,279,940, with a local
tax levy of $9,704,615. The tax levy
translated to an estimated decrease of
$81 per household over 2004.

Dr. O’Malley was introduced as
the BOE’s choice for chief school
administrator at a salary of $130,000.

The BOE announced that the roof-
top damage at the Beechwood School,
which resulted from a leak, had been
repaired. It was determined that the
leaky roof caused the insulation to get
damp, which resulted in a foul odor.

Teachers Linda Shanahan and Anne
Corley-Hand were named Union
County Teachers of the Year.

Garwood
The borough council introduced a

Joseph Suliga
Charity Boxing ‘02

MISSED…On New Year’s Eve, January 1, 2005, Westfield Town Clerk Bernard Heeney died of a heart attack at 56; PRESIDENTIAL VISIT…President George W. Bush visits Westfield on March 4 on his tour to discuss Social Security reform;
CROWD RESPONSE...The president’s town hall-style meeting, held in the armory, drew a large crowd of supporters and demonstrators. Nine protesters were arrested for disorderly behavior; PROPERTY TAXES…Leaders from the area and state
debated on June 5 at the Scotch Plains municipal building about combating rapidly rising property taxes. The president’s visit and the tax debate were televised on TV 34, and videos remain available on the Internet at goleader.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

OUT WITH THE OLD…On May 3, an older home at 114 Nelson Place in Westfield is demolished to make way for a new home to be built by Villani Construction; BATTER UP…Saturday morning, May 16, under blue skies and perfect spring
temperatures, the Westfield Baseball League ushered in Opening Day with a parade from Mindowaskin Park to Gumbert Field; NEWLY APPOINTED…Chief Dan Kelly’s wife, Karen, proudly attaches her husband’s new badge at his swearing-
in ceremony on Tuesday, February 1. Chief Kelly has been a Westfield firefighter for more than 25 years; DADDY’S HOME…Captain Robert Seiler of the 980th Engineer Battalion stationed in Al Taji, Iraq, returns to Fort Hood, Tex., to reunite
with his wife, Kelly, and two-year-old daughter, Jordan. Kelly is the daughter of Barbara Bennett at the Westfield Board of Education.

See current news on inside pages.

Claire Gray

Gregory McDermott

Richard O’Malley

Breaking News

NEW CHIEF...Tuesday night, the
town council named Acting Police
Chief Captain John Parizeau as the
Chief of Police for Westfield. See story
on page 2.
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$5.8 million municipal budget, repre-
senting an increase of more than
$300,000 from the 2004 adopted bud-
get. The tax levy was $4.1 million.

APRIL
Union County hosted a TopOff 2

program, simulating a terrorist attack
to test New Jersey’s emergency ser-
vices responsiveness.

Area towns that are members of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
face increases in coming years, as the
utility began a $137 million court-
mandated upgrade of its facility in
Rahway.

Westfield
Former Democratic Mayor Tom

Jardim announced his plans
to run against first-term Re-
publican Councilman Andy
Skitbitsky in the race to
succeed Republican Mayor
Greg McDermott in the fall.
When elected in 1996, Mr.
Jardim was the first Demo-
crat to serve as mayor of
Westfield since 1912.

Mr. Jardim was joined on
the Democratic line by
Audrey Fisch, first ward;
Frank Fusaro, second ward;
Dave Haas, third ward, and
Tom Bigosinski, fourth ward.

Joining Councilman Skibitsky, who
represented the third ward on the GOP
ticket, were incumbent Sal Caruana
in the first ward; Vicki Kimmins, sec-
ond ward; Darielle Walsh, third ward,
and Eric Leuthold, fourth ward.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21) confirmed reports in late April
that Mayor McDermott had purchased
a house in Bernardsville and would be
resigning at the end of the school year
in June. No reason was given for the
mayor’s decision.

For the first time in a decade,
Westfield voters defeated the budget
proposed by the town’s board of edu-
cation (BOE). The vote, which was
held April 19, concluded with 1,528
Westfield voters against the budget
and 1,463 voting in favor of it.

Five candidates ran for three seats
on the BOE, with Alice Hunnicutt,
Ann Ormsby Cary and Gary
McCready defeating Steven Dorry

and William Ziff.
Cheryl Lambert, 40, of Westfield,

died in a car accident on Meisel Av-
enue in Springfield when her SUV
crossed the double yellow line and
careened into oncoming traffic, col-
liding with a tractor-trailer and then a
pick-up truck.

A downtown parking-improvement
plan was presented that expected to
generate upwards of 110 spaces
through the redesign of municipal lots
and on-street parking spaces.

The plan included improved light-
ing and landscaping in lots, consistent
signage throughout Westfield’s park-
ing system, improved handicap ac-
cessibility, redesign of on-street park-

ing and pushing on-street
employee parking out of
the center of the town.

WHS coach George
Kapner set the school’s all-
time win record for a coach
April 26 when his boys ten-
nis team defeated Bergen
Catholic, giving Mr.
Kapner his 740th win to
break coach Gary Kehler’s
previous record.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Youth Baseball
Association marked its 50th anniver-
sary with an April 9 opening day pa-
rade from the municipal building to
Booth Field.

The township council agreed to cut
the proposed municipal property-tax
rate from eight to six points.

Lisa Mohn was elected the new
president of the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association,
succeeding Steve Goldberg.

Voters narrowly approved the $58.7-
million school budget, while Don
Parisi, Warren McFall and Sasha
Slocum were elected to the board of
education.

Mayor Marks said he expected a
revaluation of all township properties
to take place in the next few years.

Fanwood
Raj Mukherji of Mukherji-Land-

mark LLC presented plans to construct
townhouse-style condominiums at the
former Dean Oil site on LaGrande
Avenue. The redevelopment agency

(borough council) pledged their sup-
port for the luxury-townhouse devel-
opment pending verification regarding
contamination levels of the land.

Republicans Michael D’Antuono and
Maureen Mawby announced their can-
didacy for Fanwood Borough Council
against Democrats Joan Wheeler and
Bruce Walsh. Republican Councilmen
Stewart Kline and Andrew Calamaras
chose not to seek re-lection.

The borough council adopted the
2005 municipal budget of $7.3 million.

Mountainside
Mountainside Police Sergeant Scot

Worswick announced that he would
seek a seat on the BOE as a write-in
candidate.

Mayor Viglianti introduced the
borough’s 2005 municipal budget of
$9,380,799, an increase of $317,463
from 2004. The three big increases
were insurance premiums, worker’s
compensation insurance and fees for
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. The mayor said the median as-
sessed Mountainside home of
$160,000 would see a municipal in-
crease of $88 in their tax bill. Resi-
dents faced a total property-tax hike
of $463 per household for county,
school and municipal services.

Mr. Perrin and Sgt. Worswick were
elected to the Mountainside BOE. Vot-
ers passed the school budget. Mr.
Perrin was named BOE president and
MaryBeth Schaumberg was reelected
as vice president.

Mr. Rusak said goodbye to
Mountainside students, parents and teach-
ers, as his duties as CSA came to a close.

MAY
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders unanimously adopted
a $390-million county budget that
called for a tax levy of $216.3 million,
an increase of $13.5 million over 2004.
County taxes increased in 19 of the 21
municipalities in the county.

Westfield
The Westfield Planning Board

unanimously denied the proposed sub-
division at 254 Seneca Place during
its regularly scheduled monthly meet-
ing. Applicants Joseph Buontempo
and Jean Genievich were seeking ap-
proval for a major subdivision, which
would create two new building lots

from an existing single lot.
The applicants sought to demolish

the house at 254 Seneca Place to con-
struct two new, single-family homes
and build a right-of-way for the houses.

Many neighbors, who were present
at all four meetings in November,
December and April, expressed their
opposition to the application.

The town council updated its zon-
ing code to eliminate loopholes in
order to combat the increase of
“McMansions” in residential neigh-
borhoods zoned for smaller homes.

The town council approved a reso-
lution on May 17 to cut the school tax
levy by $714,543, which will reduce
school taxes on an average home-
owner between $75 and $80. School
officials had originally sought to re-
duce the levy by around $360,000.

The proposed cuts contained some
28 different areas, hitting all
aspects of the town’s K-12
public school system. Town
and school officials have said
the cuts do not involve any
current instructional staff, al-
though several openings due
to retiring educators and sec-
retaries would not be filled.
New purchases and pro-
grams proposed in the 2005-
2006 school budget were cut.

Police Detective Sandra
Chambers was suspended for alleg-
edly having a $20 parking ticket
“fixed.” Detective Chambers filed
charges of discrimination against the
Westfield Police Department (WPD)
as a result of the incident.

Hassen Abdellah, an attorney rep-
resenting Detective Chambers, said
that the department is seeking her
removal from the force “primarily be-
cause of the parking ticket.” Mr.
Abdellah said that it was Mrs.
Chambers’s son who received the
parking ticket, but the car was regis-
tered to her. In addition, Mr. Abdellah
said the police chief retaliated against
Detective Chambers after the dynamic
of their “social relationship” changed.
Detective Chambers also alleged that
another police officer voided a sum-
mons for a friend.

Former Westfield resident and edu-
cator Walter Lee Clarkson, Jr., 73,
died in his sleep at his Hamburg, N.H.
home on May 21. Mr. Clarkson taught
English and journalism at Westfield
High School for 31 years before retir-
ing in June 1990. He was a 1950
graduate of WHS.

Four Union County residents were
arrested on weapons possession and
other charges early May 24, after three
loaded handguns—two of them sto-
len—were discovered in a motor ve-
hicle that police stopped for a routine
violation at South and Summit Av-
enues in Westfield.

The suspects were charged with un-
lawful possession of a weapon, receiv-
ing stolen property, possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana,
unlawful possession of prohibited
weapons (a knife) and possession of
hollow point bullets, which are illegal.

The BOE appointed Stewart Carey,
a long-time Westfield educator and
administrator, to principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School, where
he had been serving as interim princi-
pal since the departure of Ken Shulack
in June 2004.

Mr. Carey previously served as as-
sistant principal of Edison Intermedi-
ate School for eight years and assis-
tant principal at WHSfor five years.
Mr. Carey started his tenure in the
district as a physical education teacher
and coached at the intermediate and
high school levels.

Scotch Plains
The township council gave its ap-

proval to the $20.8 million budget
financed in part by a 4.7 percent in-
crease in municipal property taxes.

Mayor Marks took part in a prop-
erty-tax summit in Lawrenceville.

On May 26, Township Tax Clerk
Frederica Strickland died suddenly at
age 39. She was survived by her two
college-aged daughters.

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7) made an appearance at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day pa-
rade, speaking at the gazebo in Alan
Augustine Park and marching at the
head of the parade with Grand Mar-
shal Frank Chupko.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning and Zoning

Boards heard an application for a use
variance to construct a parking lot off
of Old South Avenue by Fanwood
Plaza Partners. The proposal also in-
cluded a bank and day-care center on
South Avenue in the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital parking lot.

Several borough residents requested
a rezoning of two lots on Staggard
Place from light industrial to residen-
tial over concerns that a large com-
mercial building would be built in
their residential neighborhood.

Police Chief Donald
Domanoski, Captain Ed-
ward White and Lt. Richard
Trigo meet with borough
council to discuss the im-
portance of maintaining a
21-member police force, in
lieu of the retirements of 35-
year force veteran Corporal
Stephen Sanislo and 27-year
veteran Corporal Martin
Haluza.

Work was started on im-
provements to tennis courts at
LaGrande Park and on an irrigation
system at Forest Road Park.

Fanwood officials announced that a
design was selected for the new his-
toric Fanwood sign.

The borough partnered with Arcadia
Publishing to distribute a historical biog-
raphy of Fanwood. The Fanwood Me-
morial Library renovation project began.

A block watch was implemented by
the Fanwood Community Policing Al-
liance (CPA) to focus on observation,
awareness and reporting of suspicious
activities to prevent crime.

A public hearing to introduce the
TDR program to the residents of
Fanwood, spurred questions by resi-
dents. Consultants were hired with a
$120,000 grant to launch the program.

The planning board approved a new
storm-water management plan to help
reduce flooding.

Mountainside
Resident Paul LoPapa pleaded

guilty May 3 in the Bergen County
courthouse to multiple charges in-
volving insurance and mortgage fraud
in Saddle River. The
charges included theft by
deception, falsifying
records and forgery. These
charges stem from a real-
estate scam that Mr.
LoPapa used from No-
vember 1, 1995 through
February 1, 1996. During
this time, he purchased
residential real estate in
Saddle River through
Castle Rock Real Estate.
Then, under the fictitious name of
‘Joseph Georges,’ Mr. LoPapa fraudu-
lently obtained $4.9 million by claim-
ing that ‘Georges’ wished to buy the
property from him.

Mr. LoPapa was ordered in Novem-
ber to pay more than $4.19 million in
restitution and fines and to serve five
years probation by Bergen County Su-
perior Court Judge William C. Meehan.

JUNE
The Leader and The Times spon-

sored a two-hour televised property
tax forum. State, county and local
officials from Westfield, Scotch Plains
and Fanwood participated.

Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott resigned

June 21 after nearly eight years as a
Westfield public servant. Mayor
McDermott ended his tenure prema-
turely and moved to Bernardsville,
necessitating his resignation prior to
the end of his term on December 31.

Following the mayor’s resignation
and farewell speech, the council
elected Third Ward Councilman An-
drew Skibitsky as interim mayor.

The town council’s Finance Policy

Committee presented plans to roll back
the cost of long-term parking permits.
Finance committee member and First
Ward Councilman Peter Echausse dis-
cussed specific procedures to lower park-
ing expenditures at the South Avenue
train station parking lot for commuters,
along with parking designated for down-
town employees at Trader Joe’s and the
North Avenue train station lot.

WHS graduated 365 members of the
Class of 2005 at a ceremony held on the
athletic field behind the school June 23.
For the first time in school history, the
entire senior class graduated. WCBS
news radio reporter Rich Lamb deliv-
ered the commencement address.

Two Westfield residents who were
arrested on March 4 protesting Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s visit to
Westfield were acquitted on June 27
at Springfield’s municipal court.

Jonathan Spitz and Emily Colvin
were charged with disorderly con-
duct. At the accused parties’ request,
the cases were moved to Springfield
in hopes of finding a more objective
court. The charges against Mr. Spitz
and Ms. Colvin were dropped for a
lack of probable cause.

Scotch Plains
The class of 2005, 351 students

strong, received diplomas during com-
mencement ceremonies at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The zoning board rejected an appli-
cation for the expansion of the Gulf
station on Route 22.

The township council passed a reso-
lution favoring a cap on state govern-
ment spending.

Fanwood
The borough council considered a

proposal to acquire and restore a 1940s
caboose for use as a museum to stand
beside the community center.

The bodies of an elderly Fanwood
couple were discovered in an appar-
ent murder-suicide. Police found
Carolyn Sweeney, 76, with a gunshot
wound to her head and her husband,
Thomas Sweeney, 81, lying in a bed
with an apparent self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to his head. A .38 caliber
handgun was found nearby.

The Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board approved an application by the
Shovlin family to relocate their
Garwood-based Mattress Factory to
South Avenue in Fanwood.

Fanwood’s DPW Director Ray
Manfra retired after 43 years at the
DPW. Clinton Dicksen was named

the new DPW director.
Borough resident

Calixto Martin won
$247,436 in the Jersey
Cash 5 lottery. He pur-
chased his ticket at the
Fanwood Corner Store.

Mountainside
Mayor Viglianti and the

borough council consid-
ered a policy that bills the
borough’s library for ser-
vices it receives from the

borough’s DPW. A library fee of $40
to $45 was proposed. Council Presi-
dent Paul Mirabelli focused on the
benefits if the library opened Sun-
days.

The BOE adopted the Everyday
Math and Connected Mathematics 2
curriculum starting in September. The
board appointed Roderic McLaughlin
as the business/board secretary at a
salary of $110,000.

Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy announced

that 20 out of all borough residents in
Garwood responded to a newsletter
survey concerning the construction of
a borough community center. Con-
struction and furnishings for the center
were estimated at $1.9 million.

The BOE appointed Anne Palmer
to fill an open seat on the board. Tracey
Schadewald was reelected to a two-
year seat in the April 19 school elec-
tion but announced her resignation a
few weeks later.

Meghan Gill, Carrie Hayes,
Fred Rossi, Debbie Madison  and
Don Williams helped compile this
summary.

Sandra Chambers

WINNING…Westfield High School (WHS) boys’ tennis coach George Kapner, on April 26, earned career win No. 740 (soccer, tennis, swimming) to break the WHS all-time record of 739 set by the legendary Gary Kehler; WINTER…The area was
pummeled with snow on Saturday into Sunday, January 22-23. Cars were almost unrecognizable after the blizzard; WHS…Three hundred-sixty-five grads bid farewell to high school on June 23.
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Coupons only valid on non-sale items.  Sales tax applies to all items.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.

WE CARRY SPECIALTY WINES THAT HAVE A LIMITED AVAILABILITY

• Caymus
• Sonoma Cutrer
• Decoy

• Cakebread
• Duckhorm
• Cloudy Bay

• Chapellet
• Opus One
• Justin

• Stags Leap Wine Cellars
• Conundrum
• Silver Oak  • and many more . . .

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH ANY
COMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Any Case

of Wine

$3 OFF Any 1.75L

Bottle of Liquor
$2 OFF Any 1.0L

Bottle of Liquor

$2 OFF
Case Of Beer (Bottles Only)

$5 OFF
 Beer Order over $100

(Bottles only)

Johnny Walker Blue Label
$16209

  1.75 Liter

Baileys Irish Cream
$1718

  750 ml

Mix & Match O.K

Any One Bottle of Wine – 750 ml
25% OFF5% OFF

Any Gift Box of Liquor – 750 ml

$2 OFF

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

7% OFF Any 3 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

12% OFF Any 6 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

17% OFF Any 9 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

22% OFF Any 12 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
sEASONS GREETINGS, Happy HANUKKAH

Special Year-In-Review Edition: Part 1 - January to June, 2005

WF Presidential Visit, SP Tax Forum, FW TDR Shaped First Half of ‘05
JANUARY

More than a foot of snow fell on the
weekend of January 22 to 23, and
schools were closed on Monday, Janu-
ary 24.

Newly appointed Union County
Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
outlined his agenda at the board’s
January 2 meeting, including five new
initiatives. The board would provide
matching funds to municipalities that
construct boundless playgrounds for
handicapped children, offer transpor-
tation vehicles to municipalities for
use by children involved in after-
school activities, help fund athletic
lighting improvements, create a
county-wide Reserve Medical Corps
and create a mobile ecology labora-
tory called “Traveling Trailside.”

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
approved a plan to install a closed-
circuit surveillance system in 17
county parks.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks was sworn in

on January 2 for his second four-year
term and vowed action on a new se-
nior/community center, possible ex-
pansion of the local open space trust
fund, a new “reverse 911” program,
exploration of new ways to conduct
the township’s spring clean-up and
leaf pick-up programs and deer man-
agement in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
also started her second term as the
Republicans began their second year
with a 5-0 council majority. Council-

woman Carolyn
Sorge was named
deputy mayor for the
year.

The zoning board
of adjustment began
hearings that would
eventually stretch out
through the end of the
year on an applica-

tion to build a home on a portion of
the Cooper Road island.

The township council, by a 3-1
vote, authorized deer hunts in the
Watchung and Ashbrook Reserva-
tions, where the burgeoning deer herd
has led to efforts in the past few years
to secure state and county approval
for a deer-reduction program. Efforts
to hold a deer hunt in the Ashbrook
Reservation would remain stalled at
year’s end.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
recommended a 2005 municipal bud-
get of $20.5 million, which called for
a nearly four percent increase in town-
ship expenditures.

Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced

the lowest tax increase in six years,
due to an aid grant.

Schoor DePalma, the downtown
development consulting firm, made a
presentation to the council. The coun-

cil is serving as the redevelopment
agency.

The new plan allows property own-
ers to develop their own properties
and choose their own developers. It
calls for 35 residential units above
new retail stores, 20 townhouses pro-
posed for the former Dean Oil site
and 16 condominium apartments
above existing buildings on Martine
Avenue, for a total of 71 units. Build-
ing height was set at three stories with
Victorian-style façades.

The borough received $130,000 in
state grants for field and park up-
grades. In addition, Fanwood received
a $180,000 grant from the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) to-
ward resurfacing and storm water
management of Pleasant Avenue. A
$50,000 county grant was received to
improve Forest Road Park.

Westfield
Town Clerk Bernard Heeney, Jr., a

pivotal presence in the Westfield’s
municipal government for more than
a quarter century, was remembered
for his friendly nature and ability to
get things done.

Mr. Heeney, 56, died of a massive
heart attack on New Year’s Eve in
New York City.

Former Westfield Mayor Bud
Boothe said he always found Mr.
Heeney to be helpful in assisting the
mayor and council on various projects.
“He was always on top of anything
you asked him to do,” said Mr. Boothe.
Mayor McDermott appointed Claire
Gray as acting town clerk for the
remainder of 2005.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) elected David Martone
as its new chairman. Other appoint-
ments included Joe Spector as vice-
chairman, David Capodanno as trea-
surer and Dominic Verdic as secre-
tary. Lee Hale was welcomed to the
board as a resident member.

Megan Victoria Beck, 20, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Wednesday, January 19 at JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), Miss Beck was a jun-
ior at Kean University in Union. She
was president of Theta Phi Alpha
Sorority at Kean University and em-
ployed by the university’s athletic
department.

Mountainside
The Board of Education (BOE) and

Mountainside Education Association
ratified a three-year contract. The new
contract allotted a 4.3 percent in-
crease in teacher salaries.

The borough council introduced an
ordinance to increase fees for the
Mountainside Community Pool and
applied for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for a senior citizen
coordinator, a senior van driver and
funding for the borough’s Senior
Handyman Program.

The LEW Corporation was hired
by the BOE to investigate an uniden-

tified odor at Beechwood School.
BOE President Peter Goggi an-

nounced that the board had narrowed
the search to three candidates for the
chief school administrator position.

FEBRUARY
Former State Senator Joseph Suliga

(D-22) was killed in a traffic accident
in Linden.

Mr. Suliga
served until
2003, when in
the midst of
his reelection
c a m p a i g n
against Mayor
Marks, he
w i t h d r e w
from the race
and was re-
placed by
N i c h o l a s
Scutari in the
wake of a September 2003 incident at
an Atlantic City casino that led to his
arrest.

Scotch Plains
BOE members Edward Saridacki

and Susan Dyckman said they would
not seek reelection.

Scotch Plains Republican Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool announced
her candidacy for the State Assem-
bly.

Fanwood
Sprint applied for a cell tower at the

borough’s recycling center.
Fanwood was chosen as one six of

towns to participate in the state’s
Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) project. The borough intends
to use the program to preserve the
borough’s historic district, a Victo-
rian neighborhood located around
North and Martine Avenues.

Westfield
Dan Kelly was sworn in as the new

fire chief on Tuesday, February 1. A
Westfielder for most of his life, Chief
Kelly has been a town firefighter for
25 years, serving under four chiefs
during his tenure.

He was appointed as a volunteer
with the department in the fall of
1978, following his graduation from
WHS. He credits his father, an active
member of the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment, for inspiring his initial partici-
pation as a volunteer firefighter in the
community.

Newpointe Realty, LLC filed a law-
suit against the Town of Westfield
and Ward & O’Donnell Property
Development Co., Inc., challenging
the town’s master plan and ordinances
that favor a 50-dwelling, age-re-
stricted residential development on
the Ward property located at 111, 112
and 129 Prospect Street, the former
home of Statistical Research.

The town council passed a resolu-
tion on February 1, terminating its
contract of sale with Newpointe for
town-owned property on New Street.
The town was to have sold the prop-
erty to Newpointe for $330,000. The

town contends the developer failed to
obtain Westfield-Board-of-Adjust-
ment approval of a proposed mixed-
use development for the site, thus
terminating the agreement with the
town.

The Westfield Republican Com-
mittee chose Third Ward Council-
man Andy Skibitsky over First Ward
Councilman Sal Caruana in a tight
race for the party’s mayoral slot in the
June 7 primary.

Mountainside
BOE President John Perrin an-

nounced he would seek reelection.
The Mountainside Borough Council
discussed new ordinances requiring
home contractors to register with the
borough and restricting the feeding
of wild animals.

The search for a new chief school
administrator was narrowed to Dr.
Richard O’Malley and Dr. Vincent
Taffaro.

Nextel Communications submitted
an application to erect a 140-foot cell
tower on a piece of private property
located at 1193 Route 22, East, a
property owned by the Mountainside
Chapter of the Elks Club.

Ron and Betty Glenn were named
recipients of the 2005 Mabel Young
Good Neighbor Award.

Garwood
Borough Engineer Donald

Guarriello presented Second Avenue,
Willow and Spruce Streets between
Maple Street and the Westfield line
for the borough council to review for
a Department of Transportation
(DOT) grant.

MARCH
Scotch Plains

The township council unveiled a
new user-fee spring clean-up pro-
gram, requiring residents to purchase
annual permits to dispose large house-
hold items.

William Mascarichi, 3rd, a 14-year-
old Boy Scout, became one of the
youngest applicants to appear before
the zoning board when he presented
his case for a use variance to allow
him to place a freestanding sign on

the lawn in front
of the Emmanuel
Cancer Founda-
tion on Front
Street.

The planning
board approved
an application al-
lowing the Stage
House Inn on Park

Avenue to expand its restaurant fa-
cilities.

The township awarded a $485,000
contract to Procomm Systems Inc. to
construct a new communications
tower at the south-side firehouse.

The zoning board approved a park-
ing lot variance for the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA on Martine
Avenue and preliminary site plan ap-
proval for the YMCA’s expansion
plans.

Fanwood
The Marcovecchio family was ap-

proved as redevelopers for a proposed
redevelopment project at 222 South
Avenue for retail and residential units.

State Superior Court Judge Walter
Barisonek ruled against the Fanwood
governing body’s decision that over-
turned a planning-board vote approv-
ing the placement of Verizon Wire-
less antennas in the borough.

The Fanwood Borough Council
introduced a budget of $7.3 million,
an increase of $320,281 over 2004.
The $4,033,942 tax levy represented
a 2.9 percent increase.

Westfield
On March 1, Mayor Greg

McDermott officially announced that
he would not seek reelection. “I be-
lieve it is time for me to move on,”
Mayor McDermott told The Westfield
Leader.

The mayor said his decision fol-
lowed his own philosophy of rotating
people in and out of various munici-
pal boards.

Mayor McDermott was first elected
mayor in November 2000, following
three years as the councilman from
the first ward.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin announced that the 2005 op-
erating budget of $377,575 was “pub-
lished and ap-
proved on first
reading” by the
Westfield Town
Council.

The $3.1 mil-
lion, six-year
capital budget
plan for the
DWC was also
discussed at the
meeting. The plan has monies dedi-
cated for specific projects, such as the
Station Square North project and the
square at the entrance from Central
Avenue to lot five behind the Rialto
Theatre.

President George W. Bush took his
message of reforming the social se-
curity system to Westfield on Friday,
March 4 in a forum entitled,
“Strengthening Social Security for
the 21st Century.”

Before an audience of approxi-
mately 2,000, President Bush con-
ducted a town hall-style meeting with
a panel of individuals who favor
changes to social security.

Westfield was part of the president’s
60-city, 60-day nationwide tour. The
event was carried on local and na-
tional broadcast news networks, as
well on the Sunday news talk show
circuit.

President Bush was introduced by
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7), who said
the last sitting president to visit
Westfield was President William Taft,
in 1912.

“Today, almost 100 years later,
Westfield is proud to once again host

a president,” Rep. Ferguson said.
Protestors held counter demonstra-

tions at the Westfield Municipal
Building and at the intersection of
Clark Street and Ferris Place. The
protests led to nine arrests after po-
lice moved in to prevent the crowd
from getting too close to the Armory.

Demonstrators from New Jersey
Citizen Action (NJCA) and Ameri-
cans United to Protect Social Secu-
rity (AUPSS) arrived early in the
morning in a bus organized by Con-
gressmen Frank Pallone (D-6) and
Robert Menendez (D-13).

After three months of negotiations,
the Westfield Education Association
(WEA) and the Board of Education
reached an agreement on a new three-
year contract that includes health cov-
erage for domestic partners of WEA
members.

Though they had all entered not-
guilty pleas, according to Westfield
Municipal Court Administrator Linda
Chieffo, only one of four people ar-
rested during demonstrations against
President Bush on March 4 was ar-
raigned on March 23.

The town council adopted its 2005
municipal budget of $32,369,504 and
accompanying $17,585,345 tax levy
on March 15. The spending plan rep-
resents an increase of $2.2 million
over 2004, with the tax levy rising
almost $1.1 million.

The tax levy was lowered from the
amount introduced in February fol-
lowing the receipt of a $140,000
homeland security grant from the
state. The grant helped lower the tax
increase from 6.1 to just above 5
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

The grant increased Westfield’s
state aid this year to $4,484,903. Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Peter Echausse said the 2004 munici-
pal tax increase was $200 on a home
assessed at $180,000, and this year’s
is “a shade over $100.”

Mountainside
The BOE approved the 2005-2006

preliminary school-operating budget
of $11,917,497, with a Spending
Growth Limitation Adjustment
(SGLA) of $221,990. The total bud-
get was $12,714,432, which included
a tax levy of $10,442,048. Mr. Perrin’s
was the only candidate to file for two
BOE seats by the February 28 dead-
line. Mr. Goggi said he would not
seek reelection.

The Union County Superintendent
of Schools revised the Mountainside
2005-2006 preliminary school bud-
get to a total of $13,279,940, with a
local tax levy of $9,704,615. The tax
levy translated to an estimated de-
crease of $81 per household over
2004.

Dr. O’Malley was introduced as
the BOE’s choice for chief school
administrator at a salary of $130,000.

The BOE announced that the roof-

See current news on inside pages.

President Bush

Nancy Malool

Rick Proctor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WINTER…The area was pummeled with snow on Saturday into Sunday, January 22-23. Cars were almost unrecognizable after the blizzard; PRESIDENTIAL VISIT…President George W. Bush visits Westfield on March 4 on his tour to discuss Social Security
reform; CROWD RESPONSE... The President’s town hall-style meeting, held in the armory, drew a large crowd of supporters and demonstrators. Nine protesters were arrested for disorderly behavior; PROPERTY TAXES…Leaders from the area and
state debated  on Sunday, June 5 at the Scotch Plains municipal building about combating rapidly rising property taxes. The President’s visit and the tax debate were televised on TV 34, and videos remain available on the Internet at goleader.com.

Joseph Suliga
Charity Boxing ‘02

RUNNING THE TOWNSHIP...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA students ran the meeting of the Scotch Plains Township Council beside Mayor Martin Marks; HATS OFF TO THE CLASS OF 2005...Three hundred and fifty one hats are
thrown into the wind at Tyson Field  as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2005 are joyous in celebrating their graduation; DEDICATED POLICE OFFICERS…Fanwood police officers pose for a picture after the Fanwood Borough
Council meeting following an awards ceremony; RALLY AT THE ISLAND…Neighbors and supporters of the Save The Cooper Road Island Committee participated at a rally to oppose the construction of a house on the wooded portion of the island.
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top damage at the Beechwood School,
which resulted from a leak, had been
repaired. It was determined that the
leaky roof caused the insulation to
get damp, which resulted in a foul
odor.

Teachers Linda Shanahan and Anne
Corley-Hand were named Union
County Teachers of the Year.

Garwood
The borough council introduced a

$5.8 million municipal budget, rep-
resenting an increase of more than
$300,000 from the 2004 adopted bud-
get. The tax levy was $4.1 million.

APRIL
Union County hosted a TopOff 2

program, simulating a terrorist attack
to test New Jersey’s emergency ser-
vices responsiveness.

Area towns that are members of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
face increases in coming years, as the
utility began a $137 million court-
mandated upgrade of its facility in
Rahway.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth

Baseball Association marked its 50th
anniversary with an April 9 opening
day parade from the municipal build-
ing to Booth Field.

The township council agreed to cut
the proposed municipal property tax
rate from eight to six points.

Lisa Mohn was elected the new
president of the Scotch Plains Busi-
ness and Professional Association,
succeeding Steve Goldberg.

Voters narrowly approved the $58.7
million school budget, while Don
Parisi, Warren McFall and Sasha
Slocum were elected to the board of
education.

Mayor Marks said he expected a
revaluation of all township properties
to take place in the next few years.

Fanwood
Raj Mukherji of Mukherji-Land-

mark LLC presented plans to con-
struct townhouse-style condomini-
ums at the former Dean Oil site on
LaGrande Avenue. The redevelop-
ment agency (borough council)
pledged its support for the luxury
townhouse development pending veri-
fication regarding contamination lev-
els of the land.

Republicans Michael D’Antuono
and Maureen Mawby announced their

candidacy for Fanwood Borough
Council against Democrats Joan
Wheeler and Bruce Walsh. Republi-
can Councilmen Stewart Kline and
Andrew Calamaras chose not to seek
re-lection.

The borough council adopted the
2005 municipal budget of $7.3 mil-
lion.

Westfield
Former Democratic Mayor Tom

Jardim announced his plans to run
against first-term Republican Coun-
cilman Andy Skitbitsky in the race to
succeed Republican Mayor Greg
McDermott in the fall. When elected
in 1996, Mr. Jardim was the first
Democrat to serve as mayor of
Westfield since 1912.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21) confirmed reports in late April
that Mayor McDermott had purchased
a house in Bernardsville and would
be resigning at the end of the school

year in June. No
reason was given
for the mayor’s de-
cision.

For the first time
in a decade,
Westfield voters
defeated the bud-
get proposed by
the BOE. The vote,
held April 19, con-

cluded with 1,528 Westfield voters
against the budget and 1,463 voting
in favor of it.

Five candidates ran for three seats
on the BOE, with Alice Hunnicutt,
Ann Ormsby Cary and Gary
McCready defeating Steven Dorry
and William Ziff.

Cheryl Lambert, 40, of Westfield,
died in a car accident on Meisel Av-
enue in Springfield when her SUV
crossed the double yellow line and
careened into oncoming traffic, col-
liding with a tractor-trailer and then a
pick-up truck.

A downtown parking-improvement
plan was presented that expected to
generate upwards of 110 spaces
through the redesign of municipal
lots and on-street parking spaces.

The plan included improved light-
ing and landscaping in lots, consis-
tent signage throughout Westfield’s
parking system, improved handicap
accessibility, redesign of on-street
parking and pushing on-street em-

ployee parking out of the center of the
town.

Westfield High School coach
George Kapner set the school’s all-
time win record for a coach on April
26 when his boys tennis team de-
feated Bergen Catholic, giving Mr.
Kapner his 740th win to break coach
Gary Kehler’s previous record.

Mountainside
Mountainside Police Sergeant Scot

Worswick announced he would seek
a seat on the BOE as a write-in candi-
date.

Mayor Viglianti introduced the
borough’s 2005 municipal budget of
$9,380,799, an increase of $317,463
from 2004. The three big increases
were insurance premiums, worker’s
compensation insurance and fees for
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity. The mayor said the median as-
sessed Mountainside home of
$160,000 would see a municipal in-
crease of $88 in their tax bill. Resi-
dents faced a total property tax hike
of $463 per household for county,
school and municipal services.

Mr. Perrin and Sgt. Worswick were
elected to the Mountainside BOE.
Voters passed the school budget. Mr.
Perrin was named BOE president and
MaryBeth Schaumberg was reelected
as vice president.

Mr. Rusak said goodbye to
Mountainside students, parents and
teachers, as his duties as CSA came
to a close.

MAY
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders unanimously adopted
a $390 million county budget that
called for a tax levy of $216.3 mil-
lion, an increase of $13.5 million
over 2004. County taxes increased in
19 of the 21 municipalities in the
county.

Scotch Plains
The township council gave its ap-

proval to the $20.8 million budget
financed in part by a 4.7 percent in-
crease in municipal property taxes.

Mayor Marks took part in a prop-
erty-tax summit in Lawrenceville.

On May 26, Township Tax Clerk
Frederica Strickland died suddenly at
age 39. She was survived by her two
college-aged daughters.

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7) made an appearance at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day pa-

rade, speaking at the gazebo in Alan
Augustine Park and marching at the
head of the parade with Grand Mar-
shal Frank Chupko.

Fanwood
The Fanwood Planning and Zon-

ing Boards heard an application for a
use variance to construct a parking
lot off of Old South Avenue by
Fanwood Plaza Partners. The pro-
posal also included a bank and daycare
center on South Avenue in the
Children’s Specialized Hospital park-
ing lot.

Several borough residents re-
quested a rezoning of two lots on
Staggard Place from light industrial
to residential over concerns that a
large commercial building would be
built in their residential neighbor-
hood.

Police Chief Donald Domanoski,
Captain Edward White and Lt. Rich-
ard Trigo met with borough council
to discuss the importance of main-
taining a 21-member police force, in
lieu of the retirements of 35-year
force veteran Corporal Stephen
Sanislo and 27-year veteran Corporal
Martin Haluza.

Work was started on improvements
to tennis courts at LaGrande Park and
on an irrigation system at Forest Road
Park.

Fanwood officials announced that
a design was selected for the new
historic Fanwood sign.

The borough partnered with
Arcadia Publishing to distribute a his-
torical biography of Fanwood. The
Fanwood Memorial Library renova-
tion project began.

A block watch was implemented
by the Fanwood Community Polic-
ing Alliance (CPA) to focus on obser-
vation, awareness and reporting of
suspicious activities to prevent crime.

A public hearing to introduce the
TDR program to the residents of
Fanwood spurred questions by resi-
dents. Consultants were hired with a
$120,000 grant to launch the pro-
gram.

The planning board approved a new
storm-water management plan to help
reduce flooding.

Westfield
The Westfield Planning Board

unanimously denied the proposed
subdivision at 254 Seneca Place dur-
ing its regularly scheduled monthly
meeting. Applicants Joseph
Buontempo and Jean Genievich were
seeking approval for a major subdivi-
sion, which would create two new
building lots from an existing single
lot.

The appli-
cants sought to
demolish the
house at 254
Seneca Place to
construct two
new, single-
family homes
and build a right
of way (ROW)
for the houses.

Many neigh-
bors, who were
present at all
four meetings in November, Decem-
ber and April, expressed their opposi-
tion to the application.

The town council updated its zon-
ing code to eliminate loopholes in
order to combat the increase of
“McMansions” in residential
neighborhoods zoned for smaller
homes.

The town council approved a reso-
lution on May 17 to cut the school
tax levy by $714,543, which will
reduce school taxes on an average
homeowner between $75 and $80.
School officials had originally
sought to reduce the levy by around
$360,000.

Police Detective Sandra Cham-
bers was suspended for allegedly
having a $20 parking ticket “fixed.”
Detective Chambers filed charges of
discrimination against the Westfield
Police Department (WPD) as a re-
sult of the incident.

Hassen Abdellah, an attorney rep-
resenting Detective Chambers, said
the department is seeking her removal

from the force “primarily because of
the parking ticket.” Mr. Abdellah said
that it was Mrs. Chambers’s son who
received the parking ticket, but the
car was registered to her. In addition,
Mr. Abdellah said the police chief
retaliated against Detective Cham-
bers after the dynamic of their “social
relationship” changed. Detective
Chambers also alleged that another
police officer voided a summons for
a friend.

Former Westfield resident and edu-
cator Walter Lee Clarkson, Jr., 73,
died in his sleep at his Hamburg, N.H.
home on May
21. Mr.
Clarkson taught
English and
journalism at
Westfield High
School for 31
years before re-
tiring in June
1990. He was a
1950 graduate
of Westfield
High School.

Four Union County residents were
arrested on weapons possession and
other charges early May 24, after
three loaded handguns—two of them
stolen—were discovered in a motor
vehicle that police stopped for a rou-
tine violation at South and Summit
Avenues in Westfield.

The suspects were charged with
unlawful possession of a weapon;
receiving stolen property; possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, unlawful possession of
prohibited weapons (a knife) and pos-
session of hollow point bullets, which
are illegal.

The BOE appointed Stewart Carey,
a long-time Westfield educator and
administrator, to principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School, where
he had been serving as interim princi-
pal since the departure of Ken Shulack
in June 2004.

Mr. Carey previously served as as-
sistant principal of Edison Interme-
diate School for eight years and assis-
tant principal at Westfield High
School for five years. Mr. Carey
started his tenure in the district as a
physical education teacher and
coached at the intermediate and high
school levels.

Mountainside
Resident Paul LoPapa pleaded

guilty May 3 in the Bergen County
courthouse to multiple charges in-
volving insurance and mortgage fraud
in Saddle River. The charges included
theft by deception, falsifying records
and forgery. These charges stem from
a real estate scam that Mr. LoPapa
used from November 1, 1995 through
February 1, 1996. During this time,
he purchased residential real estate in
Saddle River through Castle Rock
Real Estate. Then, under the ficti-
tious name of ‘Joseph Georges,’ Mr.
LoPapa fraudulently obtained $4.9
million by claiming that ‘Georges’
wished to buy the property from him.

Mr. LoPapa was ordered in No-
vember to pay more than $4.19 mil-
lion in restitution and fines and to
serve five years probation by Bergen
County Superior Court Judge Will-
iam C. Meehan.

JUNE
The Leader and The Times spon-

sored a two-hour televised property
tax forum. State, county and local
officials from Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Westfield participated.

Scotch Plains
The class of 2005, 351 students

strong, received diplomas during
commencement ceremonies at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

The zoning board rejected an ap-
plication for the expansion of the
Gulf station on Route 22.

The township council passed a
resolution favoring a cap on state
government spending.

Fanwood
The borough council considered a

proposal to acquire and restore a 1940s
caboose for use as a museum to stand
beside the community center.

The bodies of an elderly Fanwood
couple were discovered in an appar-

ent murder-suicide. Police found
Carolyn Sweeney, 76, with a gunshot
wound to her head and her husband,
Thomas Sweeney, 81, lying in a bed
with an apparent self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to his head. A .38 caliber
handgun was found nearby.

The Fanwood Planning and Zon-
ing Board approved an application by
the Shovlin family to relocate their
Garwood-based Mattress Factory to
South Avenue in Fanwood.

Fanwood’s DPW Director Ray
Manfra retired after 43 years at the
DPW. Clinton Dicksen was named
the new DPW director.

Borough resident Calixto Martin
won $247,436 in the Jersey Cash 5
lottery. He purchased his ticket at the
Fanwood Corner Store.

Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott resigned

June 21 after close to eight years as a
Westfield public servant. Mayor
McDermott ended his tenure prema-
turely and moved to Bernardsville,
necessitating his resignation prior to
the end of his term on December 31.

Following the mayor’s resignation
and farewell speech, the council
elected Third Ward Councilman An-
drew Skibitsky as interim mayor.

The town council’s Finance Policy
Committee presented plans to roll
back the cost of long-term parking
permits. Finance committee member
and First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse discussed specific proce-
dures to lower parking expenditures
at the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot for commuters, along with
parking designated for downtown em-
ployees at Trader Joe’s and the North
Avenue train station lot.

Westfield High School graduated
365 members of the Class of 2005 at
a ceremony held on the athletic field
behind the school June 23. For the
first time in school history, the entire
senior class graduated. WCBS news
radio reporter Rich Lamb delivered
the com-
mencement
address.

T w o
We s t f i e l d
r e s i d e n t s
who were ar-
rested on
March 4 pro-
testing Presi-
dent George
W. Bush’s
visit to
Westfield were acquitted on June 27
at Springfield’s municipal court.

Jonathan Spitz and Emily Colvin
were charged with disorderly con-
duct. At the accused parties’ request,
the cases were moved to Springfield
in hopes of finding a more objective
court. The charges against Mr. Spitz
and Miss Colvin were dropped for a
lack of probable cause.

Mountainside
Mayor Viglianti and the borough

council considered a policy that bills
the borough’s library for services it
receives from the borough’s DPW. A
library fee of $40 to $45 was pro-
posed. Council President Paul
Mirabelli focused on the benefits if
the library opened Sundays.

The BOE adopted the Everyday
Math and Connected Mathematics 2
curriculum starting in September. The
board appointed Roderic McLaughlin
as the business/board secretary at a
salary of $110,000.

Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy an-

nounced that 20 out of all borough
residents in Garwood responded
to a newsletter survey concerning
the construction of a borough com-
munity center. Construction and
furnishings for the center were es-
timated at $1.9 million.

The BOE appointed Anne Palmer
to fill an open seat on the board.
Tracey Schadewald was reelected
to a two-year seat in the April 19
school election but announced her
resignation a few weeks later.

Fred Rossi, Debbie Madison,
Meghan Gill, Carrie Hayes and
Don Williams helped compile this
summary.

Mike Ferguson

Sandra Chambers

Ray Manfra

Rich Lamb

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FLOCKING TO THE CLUB...A group of geese enjoyed the pleasant weather on Sunday at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains; STANDING AT ATTENTION…The Color Guard stands at attention at the wreath laying ceremony during
Monday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Parade. This year’s parade saluted Vietnam veterans; GET READY, GET SET, GO…Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce tries her best to avoid being run over by the mad rush of children looking
for Easter eggs at Forest Road Park; COMING TOGETHER…Completion is nearing on the construction of the Union County Engineering Building on South Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Coupons only valid on non-sale items.  Sales tax applies to all items.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.

WE CARRY SPECIALTY WINES THAT HAVE A LIMITED AVAILABILITY

• Caymus
• Sonoma Cutrer
• Decoy

• Cakebread
• Duckhorm
• Cloudy Bay

• Chapellet
• Opus One
• Justin

• Stags Leap Wine Cellars
• Conundrum
• Silver Oak  • and many more . . .

SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

COUPON COUPON

COUPON COUPON

WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH ANY
COMPETITORS ADVERTISED PRICE

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Any Case

of Wine

$3 OFF Any 1.75L

Bottle of Liquor
$2 OFF Any 1.0L

Bottle of Liquor

$2 OFF
Case Of Beer (Bottles Only)

$5 OFF
 Beer Order over $100

(Bottles only)

Johnny Walker Blue Label
$16209

  1.75 Liter

Baileys Irish Cream
$1718

  750 ml

Mix & Match O.K

Any One Bottle of Wine – 750 ml
25% OFF5% OFF

Any Gift Box of Liquor – 750 ml

$2 OFF

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

7% OFF Any 3 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

12% OFF Any 6 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

17% OFF Any 9 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

22% OFF Any 12 Bottles of Wine – 750 ml

Cash Prices Only.  Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Cash Prices Only. Valid Dec. 22 thru Dec. 28

Sale Items Not Included. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
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908-232-3423
900 South Avenue West, Westfield

In appreciation to all our
loyal customers, we proudly

announce a very Special
Anniversary Sale! All new
garments will be sold at

wholesale pricing! Plus, no
Sales Tax! This Sale applies to

in-stock garments. Never
before has any fur salon or
department store sold their

inventory at wholesale
pricing. Do not miss our

once-in-a-lifetime Anniversary
Sale and bring a friend.

Alterations and monograms additional.  Custom-made garments slightly higher.  Very few restrictions apply.

Celebrating Our Silver Anniversary

La Marqué Fur Salon

Ample parking in rear of salon.

All New Garments will be sold at
wholesale pricing!  Plus, no Sales Tax!

Several Vacancies Reported
On DWC Board of Directors

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader/Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
have several spots to fill on its board
in 2006.

During its last meeting of 2005
on Monday night, the DWC board
said goodbye to Town Council Liai-
son Larry Goldman, Secretary/
Property Owner Dominick Verdic
and Treasurer/Resident David
Capodanno, whose terms expire
December 31, 2005. The business
operator position is also vacant.

In other business, board member
and Parking Services Director John
Morgan announced that smart cards,
to be used in lieu of cash and/or
tokens at parking lot pay stations,
are just about up and running.

Mr. Morgan said that much like
the parking permits, patrons can
obtain a smart card at the parking
office and pay up front for usage.
People can then add time at any pay
station.

“For commuters who use pay sta-
tions, the card is perfect,” he said.

The parking office will be able to
monitor every sale and any prob-
lems at the machines, according to
Mr. Morgan.

He said, “the new machines
should never run out of paper” be-
cause there are two printers in each
one. “The up time should be sub-
stantial.”

Mr. Morgan said that in Novem-
ber alone, more than 72,000 people
used the pay stations.

“I anticipate adding more ma-
chines next year,” he said, adding

that the smart cards, as well as the
parking tokens, are expected to
make parking more convenient.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
announced that the clothing com-
pany Eileen Fisher will open a retail
store at 9 Elm Street. Mrs. Cronin
said the store is slated to open early
next year, pending permits.

Board Chairman David Martone
touted the town’s new addition, call-
ing it a “very respected name in
women’s clothes.”

Some of the promotional ideas
discussed for next year include an
image campaign for Westfield’s res-
taurants, including an “outdoor cu-
linary theater” highlighting some
of the area chefs.

Mrs. Cronin also encouraged
people to tune into ABC Family and
Nickelodeon to see commercials
running for downtown Westfield.

Mr. Martone mentioned that the
DWC is also exploring some pro-
motional ideas with The Westfield
Leader.

During open discussion, a local
property owner encouraged the
board to get major property owners
involved in the DWC to “voice con-
cerns” and “contribute ideas.”

Mr. Martone said the DWC would
host a forum for property owners
early next year. He said the board is
“hoping to develop an additional
committee of property owners.”
Currently, two board members rep-
resent the property owners during
meetings.

Finally, Mrs. Cronin said the
DWC expects to be “right on tar-
get” with its budget this year.

John Parizeau Named
Westfield Police Chief

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader/Times

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the town council named
acting Police Chief John Parizeau as
the full-time police chief Tuesday night.
The council unanimously selected act-
ing Chief Parizeau over Captain Clifford
Auchter, following a four-month pro-
cess which included six candidates.
Former captain Barnard Tracy vacated
the position when he retired in Septem-
ber.

After Mr. Gildea recommended act-
ing Chief Parizeau in executive deci-
sion, the council reconvened and an-
nounced their decision. Shortly after-
ward, during a second private session,
Mr. Gildea phoned both men to inform
them of the council’s decision.

Last Saturday, the two final police
chief candidates interviewed with the
town administrator and the entire coun-
cil. Mr. Gildea said the body worked
towards finalizing their choice, slim-
ming the applicant pool from six to two.

“We look for a lot of different quali-
ties,” Mayor Skibitsky told The Westfield
Leader after the meeting. He said the
new chief must “be a good communica-
tor.” The mayor also indicated that he
looked for a person who was “fair, but
firm,” had “good listening skills” and
was “respected for his knowledge.”

“Both candidates met the qualities,”
he said. “There are slight differences,
but both have stellar records, great files.”

The mayor said his goal is to further
a “community-oriented” police force.
“I’m looking for a transparent, on-street
team that’s out meeting people. John
(Parizeau) will move that forward.”

“He (Parizeau) has ideas on person-
nel matters, budget, public safety and
community policing,” the mayor added.

Chief Parizeau told The Westfield
Leader that he’s excited about the op-
portunity and “can’t wait to start.” He
mentioned that one of his primary goals
is to increase the size of the traffic
bureau. “There are a lot of complaints
about speeding and accidents. We need
to replace the people who have left and
increase the size.” In the past, Chief
Parizeau has been integral in conduct-
ing traffic studies and surveys and
“bringing the department up to present
technology,” including installing com-
puters in police cars.

“I want to start a quick review of
everything and see where our man-
power is being used and shift around,”
he said. The chief considers himself a
“team player, who will not dictate from
the top down.”

He said he will not be “a chief who
rules with an iron fist,” viewing the job
as a team effort. He said he will evalu-
ate the entire department and “judge
everything and see what everyone can
add to the department.”

Ultimately, he forsees a “fair and
impartial department.”

The town offered eight individuals
the opportunity to apply and four lieu-
tenants and both captains — Captain
Auchter and Captain Parizeau did so.

Mr. Gildea said the applicants under-
went a psychological analysis — some-
thing that every new town hire experi-
ences. While an important aspect of the
selection process, the psychological
analysis “is only one piece of the puzzle.
It’s not a deciding factor,” Mr. Gildea
said. “It’s an independent look at a
candidate’s suitability for chief.” He
said the town examines the characteris-
tics to make sure the person is not
“unstable.”

The council also investigated each
candidate’s education, background,
work history and own personal and
management styles. Just as in the hiring
of the fire chief, Mr. Gildea surveyed
the police to gauge their feeling of the
department. “We of course didn’t ask
who should be chief, but we got a pro-
file of the person we need.”

While acknowledging that no “nor-
mal procedure” exists for selecting a
replacement, he said the severity of the
position warranted a look at the lieuten-
ant rank. “My feeling is that this is so
crucial of a decision for the town and
the department, I want to make sure we
weren’t missing things. The council
supported my decision 100 percent to
open things up to the lower ranks.”

“It comes down to intangibles,” he
added.

Mr. Gildea agreed that the police
department’s profile was heightened in
the wake of a claim filed against Mr.

Tracy by Detective Sandra Chambers.
Detective Chambers alleged favoritism
in the department led to her termination
when a similar offense committed by
another officer was handled differently.

In addition, claims were made that
the police department supposedly con-
ducted background checks against resi-
dents who spoke out against the planned
parking deck. Mr. Gildea said that in
light of the Chief Tracy situation, the
town subjected applicants to questions
pertaining to their aptitude to handle
specific situations such as those over
the past year.

“I wouldn’t be a good manager if we
didn’t consider those things,” Mr. Gildea
said. “Absolutely, we need to get the
sense how they would react. Questions
were asked to that realm to see how
they would react and what their man-
agement style would be.”

“Policing and managing has changed
drastically,” he added. “So, we want
someone to adapt to be a modern leader
and take things head on, not squelch
anything,” he added. He also admitted
that the “perception (of the department)
is not the greatest,” but what occurred
recently (Tracy situation, alleged unau-
thorized background checks) is really
“few and far between.”

“We’re looking at the pieces and asking
the appropriate questions,” said Mr. Gildea.

Saying that Chief Tracy “did a good
job,” Mr. Gildea noted that filling the
vacancy “provides an opportunity or a
challenge to put a fresh face on the
department or the opportunity to turn
over a new leaf and change the culture.”

No decision has been made on the
new chief’s salary. As with the fire
chief, the town fills the position, and
then undergoes a “short negotiation”
with the candidate. Mr. Gildea said the
town must take into consideration that
Chief Tracy’s salary is on the books
until the end of January. While not
knowing the range, he estimated that
the salary would be between $80,000
and $120,000.

The swearing in should take place
the first week or two in January and the
compensation will follow shortly. Mr.
Gildea said he was recommending that
the new chief be sworn in during the
town’s reorganization meeting on Tues-
day, January 3.

Captain Parizeau was named acting
chief in September. He was promoted
to the rank of captain on February 1 of
this year.

He graduated from the College of
New Jersey and was appointed to the
department on March 29, 1981. He
pointed out to The Westfield Leader that
he is the first chief to hold a four-year
degree in criminal justice. He was pro-
moted to the rank of plainclothes of-
ficer on February 1, 1987 and assigned
to the Juvenile Detective Bureaus, Ser-
geant on July 1, 1988, Detective Ser-
geant on January 1, 1997 and Lieuten-
ant of Police on December 27, 1999.

He has served as the Records Bureau
Commander and is the department’s
informational technology and media
officer.

WHS Receives Middle States
Schools Accreditation Award

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation meeting held on Tuesday night
featured a presentation by Westfield
High School (WHS) Assistant Prin-
cipal Robert Eyre, who discussed
WHS’s recent receipt of the Middle
States Association of Colleges and
Schools Accreditation award.

This accreditation, as  explained
by Mr. Eyre, reflects research-based
“best practices” evident in schools,
serves as a mechanism for continu-
ous school improvement and re-
spects the “individual nature and
character of each school and does
not seek to make all schools alike,”
he explained.

There are 12 accreditation stan-
dards, including a school self-study
process that took place from May
2004 through June 2005. In October,
a validation team visited the school.
This team consisted of 12 members
of the accreditation body, from vari-
ous school districts and colleges
throughout the country. The team pre-
pared a comprehensive report, “unani-
mously recommending full accredi-
tation,” Mr. Eyre said.

The board also received the names
of citizens who will participate in the
Citizen’s Advisory Committee on
enrollment, and announced a new five-
year Internet access contract agree-
ment with Verizon, including the re-
placement and upgrade of switches,
increasing bandwidth.

The Long Range Planning Com-
mittee  consists of Superintendent
Dr. William Foley, who will be fill-
ing an advisory role, four board
members, 12 parents of students rep-
resenting each of the six elementary
schools and four interested citizens
who have older children educated in
the district, including two local
realtors.

Members of this committee in-
clude Joe Aronds, Christina Gorman
Wanfried, Michael Lapolla, Denise
Jackson, Sam Della Fera, Kelly

Kessler, Michael Giordano, Angela
Slifer, Kate Blatz, Cristin Quinn
Moore, Jane Clancy, Jill Brown,
Eileen Passananti, Doug Miller,
Hope Muzeni and Carol Tener. Board
of education members on the com-
mittee included Beth Cassie, chair,
Kim Rhodes, Ann Cary and Julia
Walker.

The committee will meet every
Thursday evening at 7 p.m. from Janu-
ary 5 to February 9. The results will
be recommended and presented to
the whole board at a meeting sched-
uled for end of February. The analy-
sis and recommendations will include
a financial impact statement for tax-
payers.

The school district’s annual report
for 2004-2005 has been printed and
will be mailed to every household in
Westfield the first week of January.
This report lists data,  school objec-
tives, budget information and stan-
dardized test results.

Dr. Foley will invite pre-school
parents to discuss enrollment during
“Kindergarten Round-up” through-
out January. He will be at Tamaques
School on January 9 at 7 p.m.,
McKinley School on January 17 at
8:45 a.m., Franklin School on Janu-
ary 19 at 2:15 p.m., Jefferson School
at 7 p.m. and Wilson School at 7:30
p.m.

In addition to this meeting, Dr.
Foley will send out a letter to all
pre-school parents regarding the en-
rollment strategy for September
2006. There is a chance that “90
percent of Kindergarten students
will go to their neighborhood
schools,” Dr. Foley said. Parents
will know which school their child
will attend in March.

In other news, The WHS instru-
mental concert, with symphonic and
concert bands, wind ensemble, sym-
phony orchestra and jazz band will be
held tonight at 7:30 p.m., and broad-
cast live on Blue Devils Channel 36.
The board will resume its public meet-
ings on Tuesday, January 10.

Traffic Alert
Martine Ave. Bridge to Close Next Week

FANWOOD – The Martine Av-
enue Bridge in Fanwood will be
closed for revitalization by NJ
Transit from Tuesday, December
27 to Friday, December 30,
weather permitting.

Motorists are asked to follow the
posted detour or plan an alternate
route to avoid delays. For further
information, contact the Fanwood
Department of Public Works at (908)
322-7404.

Annual Reorganization
Meetings Scheduled

AREA – Municipal government and
the County of Union have scheduled
their annual re-organization meetings
for the first week in January.

The meetings are as follows:
Sunday, January 1, Garwood Bor-

ough Council, noon, Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue.

Monday, January 2, Fanwood Bor-
ough Council, noon, Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue.

Tuesday, January 3, Scotch Plains
Township Council, 6:30 p.m., Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue.

Mountainside Borough Council, 8
p.m., Borough Hall, 1385 Route 22.

Westfield Town Council, 7 p.m.,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street.

Sunday, January 8, Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, 1 p.m.,
Courtroom of State Superior Court
Assignment Judge Walter R.
Barisonek, main floor, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth.

The Scotch Plains governing body
will hold a special meeting on Thurs-
day, January 5, at 6:30 p.m. to interview
candidates for township attorney.
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25% OFF WINE
Buy any mix and match case of wine

and receive 25% off!
(No further discount on sale items, mix and match sale and regularly priced

items for quantity discount. Valid on 750ml size only.
Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion.

Valid 12-22-2005 - 12-29-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

20% OFF
any Cheese or Gourmet or

Food Product
(Valid on Cheese or Gourmet Food Product.

Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion.
Valid 12-22-2005 - 12-29-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace •  Your Resource for Exceptional Living
The Value Leader with the Widest Variety of Beer, Wine & Spirits, and the Friendliest,

Most Knowledgeable Staff Anywhere.

TOWN & COUNTRY

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV.
In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090
908-232-8700

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m - 10 p.m. Sunday - 12 noon - 7 p.m

Free Parking

Happy Holidays From Your Friends at
Town & Country

Icardi Barbera Tabarin
750 ml. $  8.99

Luigi Pira Dolcetto D'Alba
750 ml. $   9.99

Frescobaldi Nipozzano Chianti
750 ml. $ 16.99

Allegrini Palazzo Della Torre
750 ml. $ 12.99

Banfi Brunello Di Montalcino 
750 ml. $ 47.99

Veramonte Primus
750 ml. $ 12.99

Los Vascos Cabernet Sauvignon 
750 ml. $   7.99

Samantha Starr Pinot Noir
750 ml. $   9.99

Marquis Philips S2 Cabernet
Sauvignon 750 ml. $ 26.99
Marquis Philips Shiraz 9

750 ml. $ 26.99
Angus The Bull Cabernet
Sauvignon 750 ml. $   9.99
Rosemount Shiraz

750 ml. $   8.99
Moet & Chandon White Star

750 ml. $ 28.99
Veuve Clicquot Brut N/V

750 ml. $ 33.99
Zardetto Prosecco

750 ml. $   9.99
Domaine Chandon Brut & Blanc
de Noir 750 ml. $ 13.99
Dom Perignon

750 ml. $119.99

(Cannot be combined with
any other

offer or promotion. Prices valid
12-22-2005 - 12-29-2005)

HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Grey Goose Vodka,
All Flavors 750 ml. $25.19
Zyr Vodka 750 ml. $26.99
Ketel One Vodka

1.75 lit. $34.19
Smirnoff Vodka

1.75 lit. $18.09
Viking Fjord

1.75 lit. $17.49
Bombay Sapphire Gin

1.75 lit. $34.99
Tanqueray Gin

750 ml. $16.19
Maker's Mark Bourbon

1 lit. $27.99
Wild Turkey Rare Breed

750 ml. $32.99
Jack Daniels

1.75 lit. $35.99
Seagram's VO

1.75 lit. $19.99
Canadian Club

1.75 lit. $15.99
Jose Cuervo 1800 Tequila

750 ml. $19.99
Sauza Gold Tequila

750 ml. $14.99
Patron Silver Tequila

750 ml. $36.99
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila

1.75 lit. $35.99
Dewars White Label Scotch

1.75 lit. $29.99
Chivas Regal

750 ml. $25.99
Johnnie Walker Black Scotch

750 ml. $26.99
Cutty Sark Scotch

1.75 lit. $24.99

Macallan Single Malt Scotch
750 ml. $34.99

The Glenlivet Single Malt Scotch
750 ml. $30.99

Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch 
750 ml. $31.99

Courvoisier XO Cognac
750 ml. $89.99

Remy Martin VSOP Cognac
750 ml. $32.99

Hennessey VS Cognac
750 ml. $25.99

Kahlua Coffe Liqueur
750 ml. $15.99

Starbuck's Coffee Liqueur
750 ml. $20.99

Licor 43
750 ml. $18.09

Cointreau
750 ml. $26.99

Grand Marnier
750 ml. $27.99

Bailey's Irish Cream
750 ml. $17.99

Drambuie 750 ml. $24.99
Amaretto Di Saronno

750 ml. $17.99

SUPER WINE VALUES
Georges Duboeuf Nouveau
Beaujolais 750 ml. $ 6.09
Cavit Pinot Grigio

1.5 lit. $11.99
Ruffino Chianti

1.5 lit. $10.99
Beringer White Zinfandel

750 ml. $  4.99
Mondavi Woodbridge Cabernet,
Chardonnay & Merlot

1.5 lit. $10.99

Sutter Home All Types
1.5 lit. $ 8.99

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio 
750 ml. $18.19

Lageder Pinot Grigio
750 ml. $11.99

Zenato Pinot Grigio
750 ml. $  7.99

Kendall Jackson Chardonnay
750 ml. $10.10

Edna Valley Chardonnay
750 ml. $10.99

J. Lohr Riverstone Chardonnay 
750 ml. $  9.99

Toasted Head Chardonnay
750 ml. $10.99

Chalone Chardonnay
750 ml. $22.99

Sterling Cabernet Sauvignon
750 ml. $17.99

Stags Leap Artemis Cabernet
Sauvignon 750 ml. $36.99
Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet
Sauvignon 750 ml. $10.99
BV Rutherford Cabernet
Sauvignon 750 ml. $19.99
Simi Cabernet Sauvignon

750 ml. $16.99
Edna Valley Sauvignon Blanc

750 ml. $  8.99
Merryvale Starmont Sauvignon
Blanc 750 ml. $12.99
St Supery Sauvignon Blanc

750 ml. $12.99
Cline Red Truck

750 ml. $  6.99
Antinori Santa Christina

750 ml. $  8.99

Rabbit Corkscrew
$39.99

25% OFF
Any Riedel Glassware

(Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotion.

Valid 12-22-2005 - 12-29-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

(Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotion.

Valid 12-22-2005 - 12-29-2005, must present this coupon at purchase.)

 VALUE + QUALITY + CONVENIENCE = TOWN & COUNTRY
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I Tried to be Careful Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good most of the year
and that Santa would be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke Mr. Jones’
window with the foul ball that it was an accident. I
was sure Santa would also understand that when we
heard the shattering glass, there was a moment of
panic. Yes, we all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that broken window
before we ever got home. A stern lecture and direct
orders to go over to Mr. Jones and confess that I did
it – that’s what I got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his garden to help pay
for it. I did. He then thanked me for owning up and
asked that I be more careful next time. I think he even
smiled, now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because

Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer bicycle.

Christmas then was also such a happy time of the
year – everyone smiled and wished all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year. For a moment at
least, there was “Peace on Earth and Goodwill To-
wards Men.”

I didn’t understand political correctness back then.
The only thing I believed was that “Merry Christ-
mas” was the warmest possible greeting that one
person could give to another. It was only pure good
in the intent.

We’ll, after all those years I might have broken a
few other windows since – but I always owned up. I
tried to be careful Mr. Jones. And thank you Santa for
understanding.

I still think it’s okay to say “Merry Christmas.”
In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone

– and Happy New Year!
Reprinted from December 26, 2002 edition of The Westfield Leader

and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Rafael Betancourt Was
Dedicated Councilman

As Councilman Betancourt leaves his
post at the end of the month we would like
to thank him for his time and dedication to
our town. Being a councilman in our town
is a tough and demanding job. Rafael has
always tried to do what was best for the
town. When it came to “what to do about
parking” Rafael spearheaded the initia-
tive to “allow the people to decide” by
putting it to a vote.

His initiatives have helped to calm
traffic on many streets in our ward. These
are just a few of the many improvements
he has helped to implement in our town.

Rafael is a man with an incredible
amount of integrity and conviction. He
knows the importance of civic responsi-
bility and giving back to his community.
He stands by who and what he believes in.
Thank you Mr. Betancourt for all of your
hard work.

Chris and Karen Masciale
Westfield

MAMAMAMAMAYYYYYOR OR OR OR OR reMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKSMARKS

By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Your December 15 editorial “Re-
jection of Cooper Road House Shows
Power of Grass Roots” is commend-
able, and I am particularly pleased
that you acknowledged that our board
members “do care about the charac-
ter of neighborhoods and that local
zoning laws do matter.” There is no
question that the residents in and
around the Cooper Road island should
be praised for their participation in
the recently concluded zoning board
of adjustment public hearings.

Their enthusiasm and hard work
is duly acknowledged and should
be a model for future public input
for subsequent land-use board hear-
ings. I, for one, am pleased with the
result of the hearings and I am con-
fident that our zoning board would
have reached the same conclusions
even if the grassroots efforts had
not taken place.

Your editorial continues by stating
“Township officials earlier this year
expressed little enthusiasm for possi-
bly buying the property and turning
the entire island into a conservation
zone, saying that open space trust
funds probably weren’t available.”

I Am Pleased with The
Result of Cooper Road

More accurately, we felt that it would
be inappropriate to meddle and make
offers during an active land use appli-
cation. Now that the application is
concluded we will certainly entertain
all possible options for this property.

Your suggestion that the current
owner (AT&T) “consider either do-
nating the property to the township
or, at least selling it at a very cut rate”
is on point and township officials
would welcome such an overture.

Above all, it should be acknowl-
edged that our land use board mem-
bers are all volunteers that put in a lot
of time for the benefit of our commu-
nity. They must work within the con-
straints of prevailing state and local
zoning laws. They must render deci-
sions with these laws in mind, even if
grass roots neighborhood sentiments
run contrary to them. It is truly a
thankless job except, I imagine, for
the letter you are now reading.

So, on behalf of some 23,000 resi-
dents, I offer my thanks and com-
mendation to the volunteer members
of our zoning and planning boards for
helping make Scotch Plains the spe-
cial place that it is.

Advisory Committee to Begin
To Look at Enrollment Issue

Letters to the Editor

The Westfield Public Schools are fac-
ing rising enrollments that are affecting
class sizes, particularly at the elementary
and intermediate levels in some of our
schools.

Together with the board of education’s
long range planning committee, we have
established a Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee on Enrollment (CACE), which will be
charged with developing a recommenda-
tion to the board of education about cur-
rent enrollment. In addition to the four
members of the board of education who
serve on the Long Range Planning com-
mittee, the CACE includes 16 Westfield
residents who equally represent all of the
elementary and both middle schools in
the district.

The CACE also includes four citizens-
at-large, whose children are high-school
level or have graduated from the system.
More than 25 percent of committee mem-
bers have children at more than one school
in the district and therefore bring a depth
of knowledge that will be valuable to the
process.

With an aggressive schedule of meet-
ings through the end of February we look
forward to a process of research, review
and deliberation that will once again en-
gage community members in providing a
recommendation to the entire board of
education. School administrators will
serve as advisors on specific topics as the
committee meetings develop. More in-
formation about the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Enrollment and its mem-
bers is posted on the district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

More than 60 applications were re-
ceived for consideration on the new com-
mittee. We were impressed with the quali-
fications that were evident in all of them.
Most importantly, we sincerely appreci-
ate the interest of all the applicants in their
willingness to volunteer their time to serve
the students of the district.

William Foley, Supt. of Schools
Beth Cassie, Chair

Long Range Planning Committee
Westfield Board of Education

Red Cross Dir. Thanks
Residents for Blood

The Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
of the American Red Cross would like to
extend a big thank you to all residents
who participated in our blood drive on
last Wednesday, December 7. Despite the
cold weather, we had a successful drive
with over 50 people.

It is estimated that 75 percent of the
population will need blood at some point
in their lifetime. However, less than 5
percent of the eligible population donates.

The chapter’s next drive will be on
February 1 from 3 to 8 p.m. Walk-ins are
always welcomed! Together, we can save
a life.

Maureen Kaufmann, Exec. Director
Red Cross, WF/MS

WF United Way Services Designed
For And Dependant on Community

Let’s All Consider the
“Honorable” Thing

I read in The Westfield Leader last
week a call to do the “honorable” thing
concerning the election in the fourth ward.
I am a registered Republican (and proud
to say so) who also believes that the
election results of the fourth ward should
be accepted ‘as is’ at this point. Hope-
fully, this election result will get more
people to see just how important each and
every vote truly is.

However, let us not talk about doing
the “honorable” thing as if it should only
apply to the Republicans. The “honor-
able” thing was not done with the election
fiasco concerning Bob Toricelli, the “hon-
orable” thing was not called for when Jim
McGreevey left our state unprotected from
terrorists so that his lover could have a job
at the taxpayers’ expense and safety.

I find it irksome when people are so
partisan in every single issue that arises.
We should look at the bigger picture and
what is truly in the best interests of this
great town that we live in and not because
of what political party one belongs to.

Linda Attanasio
Westfield

WF Rec. Dept.
Thankful for Support
On behalf of the Westfield Recreation

Department, I would like to thank Tho-
mas Connors and the Westfield Commu-
nity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso and the Edison Broad-
way Singers for participating in our an-
nual Holiday Concert held on Wednes-
day, December 14, at Edison Intermedi-
ate School.

We had over 150 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed
by the Community Concert Band and the
Edison Broadway Singers. It was a per-
fect way to begin the holiday season!

Once again, thank you all for an out-
standing performance. I look forward to
working with you again.

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Rec. Dept.

Peace on earth requires more than good
wishes. It means reaching out to all people.
The holidays are a special time to reach
out and share our joys by bringing happi-
ness to others in our community. The
Westfield United Way is devoted to bring-
ing peace and joy to everyone.

The 19 member agencies of the
Westfield United Way provide year-round
services and programs to Westfielders.
Many programs are necessary and en-
riching to the quality of life during the
holidays. Our agency clients say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.”

“Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.”

“Thank you for giving my son a safe

and nurturing place to go after school,
while I’m still at work.”

“Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.”

“Thank you for helping me care for my
mother with Alzheimer’s.”

“Thank you for taking me to my dialy-
sis treatment twice a week.”

Agency services are designed for you
and are made possible by you. The holi-
days are brightened for children, families
and elderly by special seasonal activities
conducted by Westfield United Way agen-
cies, and the spirit of caring and sharing
will continue throughout the new year.

All Westfielders are invited to become
part of the caring network by contributing
to The Westfield United Way Campaign.
Your gift enables 19 community agen-
cies to meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and helps make Westfield a
better place in which to live and to work.

The Westfield United Way is grateful
to the many Westfielders who already
have contributed to the 2005 campaign.
Those who have not yet sent in a donation
are urged to do so today. The support of
each and every Westfielder is important.

From all of us at the Westfield United
Way and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a joyful and
peaceful holiday season.

Tom Cusimano
Campaign Chair

Westfield United Way

Tolerance Goes in All Directions,
Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays

There is an old saying that says that
proving the other guy wrong doesn’t make
you right. That concept could be applied
to the notion that using the expression
“Merry Christmas” to celebrate our holi-
day somehow offends another who doesn’t
observe Christmas. Why are the people
who insist that my holiday not impinge on
them so intolerant? Why have stores be-
come so wary of offending the small
minority that they offend the majority? I
know many non-Christians who wish me
a Merry Christmas.

So if we observe the true meaning and
spirit of Christmas (peace among men,
good will to all), no matter what your
religion or belief, or lack thereof, won’t it
be easy to accept someone else’s “Merry
Christmas/Happy Holidays” without feel-
ing they are forcing their religion on us?
Tolerance goes in all directions.

So to each of you in this wonderful
town, Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays,
and best wishes for 2006.

Joe and Sue Boscia
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vanglo – The West Indian name for

sesame
2. Dicastery – In ancient Athens, a

court of justice
3. Vansire – A small, weasel-like ani-

mal of Madagascar
4. Rapparee – A plunderer or robber

DEAURATE
1. To put on a pedestal; adore
2. Having a golden color
3. In mining, the process of removing,

filtering or separating gold from its impu-
rities

4. To convert or change the character
GOMPHIASIS

1. Looseness of the teeth
2. Constant wateriness of the eyes
3. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the nose or throat
4. The state of being afflicted with

boils
DAYSMAN

1. A doorman or valet
2. An umpire or mediator
3. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
4. A small suitcase

POCOSIN
1. A carefree person
2. A mountain retreat or resort
3. A marsh or swamp
4. A tobacco or money pouch

Online Archives Spark Westfield Memories
Westfield and says the town doesn’t
change. I’m glad. It was a wonderful
place to live with many, many happy
memories.

I remember a wonderful little shop-
ping area in Fanwood with
Scotchwood Pharmacy (and later
Irma’s Bag across the street-loved
that name), a great little meat market
and a lumberyard or yard center. I
remember our first Christmas after
returning from Colombia, we bought
our tree at that place, we were so
excited as it our first winter, first cold
weather in three years and getting a
live tree was so exciting.

More memories —my first time
eating at the Jolly Trolley. It was
Christmas Eve 1966 and we were
doing last minute shopping and were
all to meet up at the JT, it was my first
time there as I was going to college in
Illinois, but my parents were loyal
customers. I can almost remember
the owner’s names…two guys—they
were so young, older than me but
young for restaurant owners. My dad
was the last to arrive and walked in
grinning from ear to ear and announc-
ing to the entire room “It’s snowing.”

I had such a wonderful time going
through the archived Leader from
1967. I was 18 and in college when
my parents moved to Scotch Plains in
1966. They had lived in Westfield in
the early 1950’s and were thrilled
when dad was transferred back to the
area.

During college I worked summers
at Hahnes and I’d accompany my
parents to the Rialto for the latest
movies and we loved the Jolly Trol-
ley. It was so nice to see all the old ads
and interesting to read the “Letters to
the Editor” about Vietnam and even
see the ads for the peace marches.

My parents briefly lived in
Westfield around 1950 and moved to
Scotch Plains in 1966 after stints in
Indiana and Colombia, South
America. They eventually belonged
to Echo Lake Country Club and loved
golfing and so retired to a golf course
in Florida in 1980.

They counted the Westfield area
amongst their favorite places to live,
and I feel the same. One of these days
I’ll wander on out there and see if
anything is left that I remember.

My insurance agent has a sister in

Mom and I ran to the door to look; we
laughed so hard at the sight of snow-
flakes. We must have looked so
strange to others in the restaurant, to
be so excited at snow.

Dad finally explained to the room
that we’d been in the jungle for a few
years. Boy did it snow and snow…and
it even thundered, which was very
strange indeed. We had so much fun
that Christmas Eve.

My mom and dad were in The
Leader every so often, (even a picture
of me in 1975 when I got engaged.).
They saved the clippings and, having
the honor of being the family histo-
rian, I’ve just recently finished scrap-
books of our family for all the future
Turner generations. I do have an older
brother and a sister who were too old
to live at home in the 1960’s but
visited often. They were in school in
Westfield in the early 1950’s, though,
and my brother claims Westfield as
his all-time favorite place to live.

Thank you; I hope you’re able to do
more for those of us who are so far
away.

Susan Turner
Chicago
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Letters to the Editor
Doug Hansen Touched Many Lives

Throughout Community
Back on Tuesday, November 26, 2002

at the invitation of Mayor Martin Marks
of Scotch Plains, I had the opportunity to
give a presentation about Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva, or FOP, to the
mayor and council at their town meeting.

My 10-year-old son Eric escorted me,
and this was our third live presentation.
We had written to all 21 municipalities in
Union County asking them to adopt a
proclamation stressing and urging further
awareness and research into FOP, and we
did this on behalf of then 10-year-old
Whitney Weldon of Westfield, who had
recently been diagnosed with FOP.

Mayor Marks had invited us to accept
the proclamation adopted by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains was no different than any
other town in their difficulty in pronounc-
ing the name of the disease, so most, if not
all times, the microphone was usually
handed over to my son Eric so he could
say the words “Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva.” It was usually a good ice
breaker and it was at that point that we had
formally been introduced to Mayor Marks
and Township Attorney Doug Hansen.
They presented FOP with a proclamation
that day but more so, they asked what they
could do to help.

It was on that November evening back in
2002 that I formed a special relationship with
the mayor and the township attorney. They
not only became friends, but mentors as well.

Reaching out to all phases of state
government, whether it be local, county
or state can be confusing and frustrating
at times, but Doug Hansen and Mayor
Marks were always there to help me and
FOP and more importantly, they gave me
direction. On a side note, a total of 295
New Jersey mayors have since adopted a
proclamation on behalf of FOP.

Doug and I communicated for years not
only about FOP but a variety of subjects.

I never had the opportunity to meet his
son Douglas Jr., but Doug Sr. had shared
many stories and achievements about his

Reader Thanks Reporter for
Election Official’s Comments

Referring to the December 1 front page
article “Officials Recertify...,” the remarks
of the election board deputy administrator
reveal more about his approach to adminis-
tration of elections than he might have wished.

The deputy administrator apparently con-
dones some undefined level of voter irregu-
larities (failure to provide an address) be-
cause everybody does it. He goes on (in
typical apparatchik fashion) to divert atten-

tion from his problem at hand to a “national”
problem for which he obviously cannot be
responsible. He goes on again to seemingly
blame senior citizen (whatever that means)
poll workers because...well, you know how
senior citizens are. There is a widely used
barnyard epithet that aptly describes the es-
sence of his comments to the reporter.

Confusion apparently exists in the ad-
ministrative offices of the board of elec-
tions because the same article reports that
the county clerk regards the poll workers
as upstanding people who “do a great job.”

Which is it? Councilperson Foerst is
absolutely correct when he states: “We
need to uphold the integrity of the process.”

I am grateful to your reporter Michael
Pollack for giving us a glimpse into the
work ethics and dedication exhibited by
the election board deputy administrator in
the administration of our electoral process.
Give us more of this quality of reporting.

Robert Sampson
Westfield

Thank You for
Successful Toy Drive
On behalf of the Westfield Coldwell

Banker Office and the families served by
Family and Children’s Services, we want
to thank those of you who supported our
annual Toys for Tots drive and distribu-
tion program. Your generosity was truly
amazing and helped to serve more than a
thousand children. These children are
among the most disadvantaged and in-
clude those who have been abused, re-
moved from their families, live in domes-
tic shelters, experienced domestic vio-
lence or live in the county’s foster homes.

We trust that you have all enjoyed your
own holidays a little more, knowing that
you have given something very special to
brighten the lives of children in the com-
munity. Again, we sincerely appreciate
your most thoughtful generosity.

Kathy Shea and Faith Maricic
Westfield

son, as we are both in the shipping indus-
try. I know Doug was very proud of how
his son was moving through the ranks of
one of the major shipping companies in
the world and he shared that joy and
elation with me many times.

Scotch Plains was hit with back-to-back
tragedies, first with the sudden death of their
police chief and now with the sudden death
of their township attorney, Doug Hansen. It
takes a very special person to want to con-
tinue to help with a cause, and Doug Hansen
was that kind of person. My deepest sympa-
thy goes out to the entire Hansen family,
Mayor Martin Marks and the Township of
Scotch Plains on their loss.

Doug Hansen touched the lives and
souls of many and I am very proud to be
among that very special group of people
that benefited from his wisdom, knowl-
edge, love and compassion.

Gary W. Whyte
Mountainside

Westfield Mayor Urged to Clear Up
Background Check Contentions

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

*****
You have certainly walked into a diffi-

cult position at a difficult time in
Westfield’s history. Over the last several
months, a number of incidents have cast
a shadow over Town Hall that need your
attention. These incidents are not consis-
tent with what I believe are your values,
or the values of Westfield.

First, there are too many lawsuits filed
by present and former employees against
the town and/or specific police officials.
Some claims have seen the light of day,
whereas others were buried or settled.
Why is there so much litigation in such a
small community? Whether or not these
claims have a factual basis is irrelevant if
the Town Hall culture either allows ha-
rassment to develop and go unchecked, or
it prompts employees to litigate too often.
Without a doubt, it is obvious that most
officers and town employees do their jobs
incredibly well. However, the problem
needs to be isolated and addressed.

Second, it would be truly unfortunate if
these problems spilled over to the treat-
ment of citizens. A recent lawsuit against
the town alleges members of the citizen’s
group, WECARE (Westfielders Con-
cerned About Responsible Development),
were illegally targeted by police officials
and subject to computerized background
checks.

This accusation has huge implications
for civil rights, and I don’t understand
why it is not formally put to rest. We
know the State of NJ audits these back-
ground checks, and we know that its

scheduled bi-annual audit turned up
“…nothing out of the ordinary.” This
does not mean, however, that these checks
were not done.

To answer that question, you need to
gather data on whether specific checks
were run, and why they were run. Back-
ground checks are legal when investigat-
ing crimes and vetting hiring decisions in
many jobs (e.g., childcare workers). They
are not legal when used to target commu-
nity members and intimidate them for
speaking out at public meetings.

I urge you to call for these data to
finally clear up this contention. If these
checks were done, it is your responsibil-
ity to address this. If data show these
checks were not done, showing this to the
public would only reinforce the credibil-
ity of your administration.

While I know you are not at fault and
that you clearly inherited this problem,
you do have the power to correct the
record and influence the town’s way of
doing business.

Ken Sumner, WECARE
Westfield

A gift for friends
goleader.com/subscribe

Why Is Menorah
Near Nativity Scene?
How did the placement of the menorah

on North Avenue in Westfield come to be
so near, and in front of, the nativity scene?
Why is a Union County organization (as
opposed to a Westfield organization) per-
mitted to place it there? Do Christian
Westfielders find this as offensive as I
do? Is this not a deliberate insult to the
Christian community of Westfield? Did
the two groups who placed these impor-
tant symbols of their faith consult one
another and agree on the placement?

Did they agree on the dates between
which the displays would be seen? When
was the menorah first placed here? (I
think last year was the first time). What is
this organization and how is it financed?
Is there any reality to the “War on Christ-
mas?”

Donald Siano
Westfield

Businesses Thanked
For Donating Planters
As we are rushing around preparing for

the upcoming holidays, I want to take a
moment and thank those Fanwood busi-
nesses that have donated to the holiday
planters that line our downtown streets. I
have consistently said that the downtown
revitalization efforts have become a real
community effort with so many people
contributing in so many ways.

This latest project is another example
of how by working together we all can
enjoy the outcome.

Thank you for helping us add a bit of
holiday charm to our downtown: Family
Investors Company, Independence Bank,
Irma’s Hallmark, Laser Design, The
Chelsea at Fanwood, Unity Bank and to
Scotchwood Florist, which created the
wonderful look after being approached
by the borough.

I look forward to a healthy and prosper-
ous 2006 for all of us and a downtown that
we will all be proud of.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 12/28/05

10 %
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10 %
OFF

20 %
OFF

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341 HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

Feature Special

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Gin / Rum
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$28.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

JOIN OUR
WINE OF THE MONTH

CLUB!
A perfect gift!  Have up to three wines

delivered to your door each month with a
very informative newsletter.  Call for details.

For a Perfect Holiday!  A Mixed Case for Wine Lovers!
Buy One Case and Get 20% Off!

La Jota Howell Mountain 18
th

 Anniversary Release

Cabernet Sauvignon 1999  (California)  $90.00

Without the hype and acclaim of many of California’s most hotly pursued wines,
La jota continues to produce some of the best Cabernet made anywhere.  Their

1987 may have been one of the best ever produced in California.  While the 1999
is just entering its mature phase, the currant, wild berry and plum flavors are

already melding with the earth, herb and oak notes.   Decant for an hour.

Girard Petite Sirah  (California)  $26.99

Intense & rich in color and full of flavor without being “too much”.  Blue and black
fruit flavors with hints of flower, chocolate and coffee.  Perfect with a spicy steak.

 Fruhwirth Scheurebe Klassik  (Austria)  $21.99

A cross between Silvaner and Riesling that was produced first in Germany in the
1920s.  Electric bright in the mouth with grapefruit, lime and currant flavors.  This

has that slight pine needle like tingle that marks South Styrian wine.

Chateau Ste. Michelle Horse Heaven Vineyard

Sauvignon Blanc  (Washington St.) $15.99

Citrus and floral notes mark the pronounced nose on this blend with 22%
Semillon.  The Semillon adds texture and depth to the wine, as does the aging

on the lees and the judicious use of a mixture of new and aged oak barrels.
Try with chicken fish or goat cheese.

Casa Castillo Las Gravas Jumilla  (Spain)  $24.99

A rich and seductive blend of Monastrell (Mouvedre) and Cabernet, with just a hint
of Syrah.  Plum, blueberry, blackberry, licorice and coffee flavors. This kind of a big
wine with show its best with lamb or beef dishes.  Your palate will remember this.

Two Hands Gnarly Dudes Shiraz  (Australia) $23.99

When vines get older they can become more twisted and gnarled – hence the very
Aussie name.  They also produce fewer, better and more concentrated grapes.

Full of raspberry, plum, black pepper, and a hint of cedary oak.

Henri Boillot Chassagne–Montrachet 1er Cru –

Les Chaumees  (France)  $57.99

The type off-white Burgundy that earned the place its fame.   Rich, complex fruit
against a frame of limestone, acidity and moderate oak.  Still developing- it

should be decanted for half an hour.  Try with lobster.

Monarchia Demeter Tokaji Late Harvest Furmint

(Hungary)  $34.99

Light and complex with a floral and tropical fruit nose.  Lemon, orange peel,
apricot and honey on the palate.   Delightful bright acid balances the sweetness.

Try before dinner with light cheeses or with dessert.

TeMata Awatea Cabernet /  Merlot  (New Zealand)  $30.99

A beautiful Bordeaux style blend from the increasingly good Hawkes Bay
region on the North Island.  The wine is entering its mature phase.  Filled with
dark berry / cassis fruit with violet and spice accents, it is perfectly integrated.

Perfect with roast beef on Christmas.

Chateau Haut-Gravet St. Emillon  (France)  $34.99

The right bank wines of Bordeaux are still one of the smartest buys for people looking
for Merlot flavors.  The addition of Cabernet Franc to the wine adds aromatics and
complexity.  Flavors of dried blackberry, cherry and plum, along with tones of spice

and leather, make this far more interesting than most things labeled Merlot.

Ascheri Arneis (Italy)  $19.99

The great white grape of the Piedmont region.  Highly aromatic with floral,
mineral and herb accents.  The palate is both bright and complex, with lemon
and almond notes.   Very refreshing and wonderful before dinner or with fish.

Les Hauts Du Fief Crozes-Hermitage  (France)  $17.99

A 100% Syrah from the Rhone Valley.  Tones of blueberry and dried cherry mix
with leathery, mineral, black pepper and clove highlights.  Drinking well now, it

will improve for several more years.  Perfect with lamb.

Produttori del Barbaresco Nebbiolo Delle Langhe  (Italy)  $15.99

A lighter, less aged, younger drinking and more affordable version of a
Barbaresco.  Cherry and blue fruit flavors on the palate with notes of white
pepper, anise and violet.  Try it with pasta, pizza, ham or sausages.  A great

introduction to Piedmonts most important red grape.

Sale Price $69.99

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE: 9am to 8pm

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY: 12pm to 5pm

Gift
Baskets

Our Gift Baskets make Holiday Shopping
Easy!  Pick from our ready-made selections
or let us design something special for you.

Apartment Help Sought
For Family in Need

This morning (Tuesday), I received a
phone call from a McKinley mom. She
and her son will be evicted from their
apartment as of Thursday, December 22.
I have called human services but to no
avail. If you know of someone who would
like to rent a mother-daughter or studio
apartment, please advise. It will be for
just the two of them. Thank you for the
consideration. Please also offer any ideas
that you might have.

Claudia Andreski
McKinley School
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Budget

Scotch Plains Municipal Budget

Fanwood Municipal Budget

In a 10-year span: Fanwood Borough's
Municipal budget has increased about 37%,
Scotch Plains Township Municipal budget
is up 38.5% and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School budget is up almost 65%.

Chart of Budgets for Scotch Plains - Fanwood
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MR. AND MRS. THOMAS ROBERT SCHLIEM
(She is the former Miss Mary Jane Langton)

Miss Mary Jane Langton
Marries Thomas R. Schliem
Miss Mary Jane Langton, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James
Langton of Westfield, was married on
Saturday, August 13, to Thomas Rob-
ert Schliem of San Diego, Calif. He is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Schliem of Frisco, Tex. and Mr. and
Mrs. Monty Harris of Winchester, Va.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the oldest mission in California,
Mission Basilica San Diego de Alcalá,
with the Reverend Sergio Rizo, a
friend of the Schliem family, and
Deacon Bill Vasquez officiating. A
reception followed at the Hotel Del
Coronado in Coronado, Calif.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a pearl colored, silk or-
ganza strapless gown designed by
Cocoe Voche, featuring a delicately
beaded empire bodice and chapel-
length train. She carried a bouquet of
blush colored roses and peach orchids.

Miss Kelly Langton of Boston,
Mass. was her sister’s maid of honor.
The bridal attendants were Miss Chris-
tina Ciganda of San Diego, Mrs. Cheryl
Nowak Conk of Garwood and Miss
Lauren Crutcher of Seattle, Wash., the
bride’s best friends. All wore maize
colored gowns by Lazzaro in irides-
cent taffeta and carried bouquets of

butter yellow roses and orchids.
Miss Emily Schliem and Miss

Ashley Schliem, the bridegroom’s
second cousins from Bloomfield,
Mich., were the flower girls. They
wore ivory colored gowns by Vera
Wang, trimmed in winter melon, and
carried bouquets of pink titantic roses.

Andrew Smith of San Diego, a friend
of the bridegroom, was the best man.
Serving as groomsmen were Ryan
Rogers of Addison, Tex., the step-
brother of the bridegroom, along with
Frank Quijada of San Diego and Jer-
emy Cohen of Broomfield, Colo., both
friends of the bridegroom. Jacob
Grauel, the bridegroom’s nephew from
Lota, Australia, was the ring bearer.

Ms. Marlynn Langton, the bride’s
aunt from Rahway, and Thomas
Schliem, the bridegroom’s father, did
readings, as did Mrs. Amie Osborn,
the bride’s cousin, and Robert Osborn
of San Francisco, Calif.

The bridegroom’s sisters, Ms. Amy
Schliem of Surfside Beach, S.C. and
Mrs. Stacey Grauel of Lota, Australia,
presented the gifts. The bride and bride-
groom were honored to have in atten-
dance their grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Cyga of Watchung, Mrs. Helen
Schliem of Houston, Tex., Mrs. Emma
DiMaio of Wilmington, Del. and Mrs.
Glyniece Zielen of Plano, Tex.

A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride was awarded a de-
gree in graphic design from San Di-
ego State University in 2003. She is
employed at the Images of Nature
Gallery in La Jolla, Calif.

The bridegroom graduated in 1996
from Frisco High School in Frisco,
Tex. and is attending the University
of Phoenix in Phoenix, Ariz., where
he is majoring in business manage-
ment. He is employed by Steren Elec-
tronics International in San Diego.

The bridegroom’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Schliem, hosted a re-
hearsal dinner on the eve of the wed-
ding at the University Club atop Sym-
phony Towers in San Diego.

Following a wedding trip to Ire-
land, the couple resides in San Diego.

Miss Megan Lynn Sitcer and Robert J. Culbertson

Miss Megan Lynn Sitcer
To Wed Robert J. Culbertson

CONTACT Seeks Volunteers
For Board and Committees

WESTFIELD – The nominating
committee of Westfield-based CON-
TACT We Care, as part of its process
of presenting to the board of directors
nominees for membership, is seeking
volunteers from the local community.

Since 1975, CONTACT has offered
active, empathetic, non-judgmental
listening to callers in all forms of
emotional distress. Thoroughly
trained volunteers provide anony-
mous, confidential crisis intervention,
reassurance, support, information and
referrals on community resources to
callers throughout New Jersey.

The nominating committee is seek-
ing individuals with expertise in fi-
nance, fundraising, leadership and
governance, as well as mental health
services, to serve as trustees. New
nominees will be presented to the full
membership of the organization at its
annual meeting on Tuesday, March 7.

Additionally, the committee is seek-
ing new members for board commit-
tees, particularly those with special
skills or interest in resource develop-
ment, volunteer management and
public relations. Committee mem-
bership may serve as an alternative
to, as well as preparation for, full
membership on the trustee board.

CONTACT We Care is one of 53
crisis centers affiliated with CON-

TACT USA, the American arm of
Lifeline International, an international
network of crisis hotlines. It also is
part of the National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline, 1-(800) 273-TALK, and
the Kristen Brooks Hopeline, 1-(800)
SUICIDE.

The United Way provides core fi-
nancial support for CONTACT, along
with numerous private foundations,
churches, civic groups, corporations
and individuals.

 Members of the public interested
in serving on CONTACT’s board or
on one of its committees are invited to
call Executive Director David Owens
at (908) 301-1899 to discuss the op-
portunity.

Lukas Welcome
Audrey Maye

Douglas and Karen Luka of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Audrey Maye Luka,
on Monday, July 4, at 2:50 p.m. at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Audrey weighed 8 pounds and 2
ounces and measured 21½ inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Declan, age 5.
The baby’s maternal grandparents

are Robert and Ann Root of
Dunnellen, Fla.

Dr. Norman and Kristina Luka of
Westfield are her paternal grandpar-
ents.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Sitcer of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Megan Lynn Sitcer, to Robert James
Culbertson. He is the son of Mrs. Fay
N. Brady and Harry S. Culbertson, Jr.
of Randallstown, Md.

Miss Sitcer graduated from
Westfield High School in 1989. She
received a bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation from Wittenberg University in
Springfield, Ohio in 1993 and also
holds a master’s degree in education
from Marygrove University in De-
troit, Mich. The bride-elect teaches
third grade in Mendham Township.

Her fiancé is a 1988 graduate of

W
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 Dreams Com

e True
5 Hours Open Bar

Cocktail Hour
Full Course Dinner

Tiered Wedding Cake
Private Bridal Rooms

Specializing in White Glove
French Service

FROM $4495

VIEWING THE WATCHUNG MOUNTAINS

Every Wednesday • 5:00pm to 10:00pm
$995 Children

Featuring Greek Music with Pianist “Jerry”

$1995 Adults

Classic Seafood Selections

$2895per adult
(plus tax &
service)

$1395 Children 12 & Under

$6670 (plus tax & service)

MEDITERRANEAN SEAFOOD BUFFET
Every Friday Night •  5:00pm to 10:00pm

$2995 per adult • $1495 per child  (8 Yrs Old & Younger)

BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY
11:00am to 3:00pm

$1995 per adult • $995 per child  (8 Yrs Old & Younger)

908-322-7726
Park & Mountain Ave., Scotch Plains

Visit our website at:
www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Elegant Marble Staircases • Easy Access From Rts. 78 & 287

Snuffy’s

Plus Tax & Service

Plus Tax & Service

LET’S DO ITALIAN BUFFET!
Every Thursday Night

Cavetelli Broccoli, Beef Burgundy, Tortellini Alfredo, Chicken Marsala,

Shrimp Scampi, Lobster Ravioli, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini,

Baked Haddock Sicilian Style, Chicken & Sausage Italian Style

Soup: Pasta Fagioli, Minestrone, Potato Leek, New England Clam Chowder

Dessert: Canoli, Assorted Cheesecake, Tiramisu

PLUS OUR FABULOUS CARVING STATION AND MUCH MORE!

COLD ANTIPASTO:

Add an extra $1200 For A Live Lobster

$1795 Plus tax
& service

 Per Child
8 Yrs Old & Younger$895

Plus Tax & Service Plus Tax & Service

Grouper, Red Snapper, Octopus, Shrimp & Clams

CHRISTMAS
BUFFET

Join us at

Shrimp, Clams, Oysters, Chef Carved Turkey, Prime Rib, Ham,

Lamb, Assorted Salads, Viennese Table and Fresh Fruit

NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL
Open Bar: 8:30pm - 2:30am

Music & Dancing All Night with a DJ in Every Room

CALL TODAY FOR OUR

 MARKET REPORT

908-322-1800
Member NASD & SIPC

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1960
Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood NJ, 07023

Visit us on the web at www.familyinvestors.com

®

Bottom Row Left to Right:  Matthew P. Chemidlin; Peter J. Chemidlin, President; Fred

J. Chemidlin, CEO; Joseph P. Chemidlin, VP; WIlliam Achtel
Top Row Left to Right:  Edna Trujillo; Darraugh Valli; Diana Cilluffo; Neil Schembre; Emmy
Salerno; Steve Goldberg

HAPPY HANUKKAH
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

May the peace, joy and love of the

holiday season remain in your

hearts throughout the year.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Randallstown High School in
Randallstown, Md. He served in the
United States Air Force from 1988
until 1997 and continues to serve in
the Air Force Reserves. Mr.
Culbertson earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Southern Illinois Univer-
sity and works at McGuire Air Force
Base for the Department of Defense.

The wedding is being planned for
the summer of 2006.

Mount Saint Mary
Sets Labyrinth Walk
COUNTY – Members of the pub-

lic are invited to walk the labyrinth
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 31, in Mercy Hall at Mount Saint
Mary in Watchung.

Mount Saint Mary is located at
1645 Route 22, opposite Sears. For
further information, please call (908)
756-0994, extension no. 4018, on any
weekday.

Volunteers Needed
For Tax Counseling

SCOTCH PLAINS – Volunteers
are needed for the IRS/AARP Tax
Counseling to the Elderly program.
This program provides free income
tax preparation to senior citizens, low-
income individuals and those on So-
cial Security Disability.

 Interested persons are asked to call
Edward Evans, coordinator, at the
Scotch Plains Public Library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 208, for fur-
ther information.

Library Plans Program
About ‘Healthy Living’

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will present a pro-
gram called “Healthy Living After
the Cookies” on Tuesday, January 10,
from 7 to 8 p.m.

Anne Travisano, a Public Health
Nurse with the Westfield Regional
Health Department, will lead a dis-
cussion on healthy eating and living
after people have indulged during the
holiday season. Recipes and refresh-
ments will be available.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more details, please call
Nancy Kipping at (908) 322-6400.

Health Dept. Confirms
Reorganization Date
WESTFIELD – The 2006 re-orga-

nization meeting of the Westfield
Regional Health Department is sched-
uled for Monday, January 9, at 5:30
p.m.  in the town council conference
room, located on the first floor of the
Westfield Municipal Building at  425
East Broad Street. Members of the
public are welcome to attend.

First Congregational
Sets Christmas Services

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will cel-
ebrate Christmas with three separate
services, beginning on Christmas Eve
and continuing through Christmas
morning, in the sanctuary at 125 Elmer
Street.

On Saturday, December 24, at 5
p.m., there will be a children’s pag-
eant based on the book “The Last
Straw,” by Fredrick H. Thury. The
pageant will be a retelling of the
Nativity story from the perspective of
the camel that carried the Wise Men’s
gifts. At 10 p.m. that evening, a tradi-
tional candlelight Christmas Eve ser-
vice of Lessons and Carols will take
place.

On Sunday, December 25, a Christ-
mas Day Family Service for all ages
will be held at 10 a.m. There will be
no crib room or church school that
morning.

The First Congregational Church
is a member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible by
a wheelchair ramp and offers infrared
listening devices for the hearing im-
paired.

���������	
A Fine Sea & Land Dining Experience

������
������������
��������	����������	

������	�����

Appetizer, Soup, Salad, Entree, Dessert and Coffee
$69.00 per person

plus tax & gratuity

Three seatings available
5pm    7pm    9pm

Call for reservations and details.

Open Daily for Lunch and Dinner

235 North Avenue, West
Westfield, NJ

908-233-0052

Gift Certificates Available

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE
stage house

restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
See our website:

www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!
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Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Services For Christmas

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, located at 108
Eastman Street in Cranford, will hold
services geared for all ages on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. The
Reverend Carol Lindsay, pastor, will
preside and preach at all services.
Music will be provided under the
leadership of Len-Yin Jao, director
of music.

Three services will be offered on
Saturday, December 24, beginning
with a young children’s Christmas
Eve service at 4 p.m. This service
will include simple carols, the read-
ing of the Christmas story and the
placing of the nativity figures by
some of the children. The Alleluia
Choir, composed of four-, five- and
six-year-olds, will sing.

Christmas Eve services of Holy
Communion will be held at 7 and
10:45 p.m. The 7 p.m. Family Ser-
vice will begin with the musical play
entitled “A Shepherd’s Christmas,”
presented by Calvary’s Sunday
school children.  Soloists will in-
clude Justin and Kristin Rupp and
Bridget, Kyle and Alyssa Gautieri,
all Cranford residents. Lauren Huff
of Westfield will be the flute soloist.
In a Calvary tradition, Cranford na-
tive Katie Mertens, soprano, will sing
“Oh, Holy Night.”

The 10:45 p.m. Candlelight Ser-
vice of Holy Communion will lead
worshippers from Christmas Eve into
Christmas Day. The Senior Ringers
hand bell choir will present seasonal
music and the Calvary Choir will
perform J. S. Bach’s Cantata No.
142, “For Earth A Child Is Born.”

Vocal soloists will include John
Page, baritone, of Plainfield; Sean
Garnhart, tenor, of Westfield; Peg
Bernhardt, mezzo-soprano, of

Dunellen and Melissa Toddings, so-
prano, of Cranford.

Instrumental accompaniment will
be provided by Ingrid Tang and
Phillip Pugh, violins; Myeong Kim,
cello; Jean Mitroski, organ, and by
Calvary members Heather Patterson
of Cranford and Lauren Huff of
Westfield, flutes; Rebecca Schlenker
of Cranford, oboe, and Daniel Nelson
of Scotch Plains, alto saxophone.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated on Sun-
day, Christmas Day, December 25,
and on Sunday, New Year’s Day,
January 1. Both services will take
place at 10 a.m.

HAZAK to Feature
‘Lunch and a Movie’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Congre-

gation Beth Israel HAZAK group, a
Jewish social group for those age 55
and older, will present “Lunch and a
Movie” on Wednesday, January 11,
at noon.

Broken Wings, a film in Hebrew
with English subtitles, is described as
a realistic drama about a middle class,
recently widowed Israeli woman and
her children.

The film won nine Israeli Academy
Awards, including Best Picture for
2002. It also was the winner of the
Grand Prix for Best Picture at the
Tokyo International Film Festival and
won for Best Picture and Best Script
at the Jerusalem International Film
Festival.

The cost is $3 for members and $4
for non-members. Reservations are
required and may be made by calling
(908) 889-1830. Congregation Beth
Israel is located at 18 Shalom Way in
Scotch Plains.

HO-HO-HO…Over 300 people attended the Westfield Area “Y”’s debut Lunch
with Santa at the new East Broad Street Family Branch on December 11. All
proceeds benefited the Y’s Y CARES Annual Support Campaign, which provides
financial assistance to those in need who wish to participate in “Y” programs,
services and memberships. Sponsors included Commerce Bank, Cosimo’s Res-
taurant, Jersey Mike’s Subs, the Downtown Westfield Corporation and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce. Pictured above are Brianna Alger, left,
and Erica Moreno with Santa.

Torah Center Announces
Area Menorah Lightings

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center, located at 418 Central
Avenue in Westfield, has revealed the
dates for several area menorah lightings
to be held in observance of Hanukkah.

A menorah lighting ceremony is
set for Sunday, December 25, at 5
p.m. at the North Avenue train station
in downtown Westfield. The Scotch
Plains Menorah Lighting is planned
for Monday, December 26, at 7 p.m.
on the Village Green on Park Avenue.

On Tuesday, December 27, at 7
p.m., the Cranford Menorah Lighting

will take place opposite the munici-
pal building near the gazebo. There
will be live music, refreshments and
“Chanukah Gelt” for everyone in at-
tendance at all three lightings.

Chanukah, known as the Festival
of Lights, will begin on December 25
at sundown and continue through
Monday, January 2. For nearly 22
centuries, it has reflected the mes-
sage of civil liberties and religious
freedom. For more information,
please call the Torah Center at (908)
789-5252.

Red Cross Chapter to Offer
Lifesaving Skill Courses

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has scheduled its De-
cember and January course/classes in
lifesaving skills.

An Adult CPR (Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation) class will be held at
four different times, but participants
need only attend one of these classes.
The class will be offered on Friday,
December 30, from 9:15 a.m. to 1:45
p.m. It also will take place on Wednes-
day, January 4, from 6 to 10:30 p.m.;
Tuesday, January 17, from 9:15 a.m.
to 1:45 p.m. and on Thursday, Janu-
ary 26, from 6 to 10:30 p.m. This
course will teach participants how to
deal with choking, breathing and car-
diac emergencies with adults. It also
will include training in AED (auto-
mated external defibrillation) use.

An Infant and Child CPR class is
scheduled for Sunday, January 15,
from 12:30 to 5 p.m., covering chok-
ing, breathing and cardiac emergen-
cies in infants (birth to one year old)

  Celebrate Christmas
CHILDREN’S EUCHARIST & CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Saturday, December 24 at 4:00 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Primary & Junior Choirs

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL EUCHARIST

Saturday, December 24 at 10:30 P.M.

Carol Sing at 10:15 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Parish Choir,
St. Paul’s Choir of Men, Girls & Boys,

Brass Quintet & Percussion

CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST

Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.

with Homily & Carols

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street in Westfield

(across from Town Hall)

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

   at St. Paul’s          

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Youth Are Invited to Enter
Knights’ Free Throw Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – All boys and
girls ages 10 to 14 are invited to
participate in the annual Free Throw
Competition sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Father John S.
Nelligan Council No. 5730 of Scotch
Plains.

The event will be held at 1:15 p.m.
on Saturday, January 7, in the St.
Bartholomew School gymnasium,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. All applications will
be accepted that day prior to the
competition.

Participants will compete in their
respective age divisions, and each
youngster will receive a participa-
tion certificate. Winners on the local
level progress through district, re-
gional and state championships.

International champions are an-
nounced by the Knights of Colum-
bus International Headquarters,
based on scores from the state-level
competition.

All contestants on the local level
will be recognized for their partici-
pation in the event. Participants will
be required to furnish proof of their

age and written parental consent.
For entry forms or additional in-

formation, please call Michael
D’Antuono at (908) 889-1735. Win-
ners also will be invited to receive
their trophies at the Knights council’s
annual awards ceremony.

The Knights of Columbus is an
international Catholic family frater-
nal service organization with nearly
1.7 million members in over 12,500
local councils. Membership is open
to all practicing Catholic men age 18
and over.

and children (ages one to eight). A
stand-alone class of Infant CPR will
run on Monday, January 9, from 6:30
to 9:30 p.m., and a stand-alone Child
CPR class will run on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

A Community First Aid and Safety
class will be held on Monday and
Tuesday, January 23 and 24, from
9:15 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. both days. This
course will deal with choking, breath-
ing and cardiac emergencies and first
aid, and will certify participants in
CPR for infants, children and adults
and first aid. The CPR portion of this
class can be taken on these days with-
out the first aid. For those who need to
re-certify in this course, the class will
be held Friday, January 6, from 9:15
a.m. to 1:45 p.m.

First Aid classes will take place on
Tuesday, December 27, from 9:15
a.m. to 1:15 p.m. and Wednesday,
January 18, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Participants will learn how to check
the condition of conscious and un-
conscious victims, handle choking
emergencies, and recognize and care
for life-threatening bleeding, sudden
illness and injuries.

A CPR/AED for the Professional
Rescuer (infant, child, adult, two-
person CPR and AED) class will be
offered twice. It will be held on
Wednesday, December 28, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and again on Saturday,
January 14, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This course is designed for indi-
viduals who have a duty to respond to
emergencies such as lifeguards, Emer-
gency Medical Technicians and health
care professionals. For those who have
current certification in this course but
need to renew, re-certification classes
will be held on Tuesday, December
27, and Friday, January 27. Both classes
will run from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

For a full listing of classes and
courses offered this winter, please
visit the chapter website at
www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org.

All training sessions will take place
at the Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross, lo-
cated at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.
Advance registration is required and
space is limited. For more informa-
tion, please visit the Chapter House,
call (908) 232-7090 or send an email
to the director of health and safety at
johnsonl@crossnet.org.

First Baptist Posts
Christmas Services

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, has invited the commu-
nity to attend its services for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day.

A full-scale nativity scene in the
decorated sanctuary will serve as the
centerpiece of the church’s Christ-
mas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:30
p.m. on Saturday, December 24. Spe-
cial music will precede this service at
7 p.m., with organist William
Mathews, cellist Jim Redeker and
violinist Elke Griggs.

The Chancel Choir will provide
music at the service itself, which will
include the traditional reading of the
Christmas story and singing of car-
ols. Childcare will be provided.

A special offering will be received
and divided between the building cam-
paign of the Bethel Baptist Church in
Westfield and the ministry of the In-
terfaith Council for the Homeless of
Union County.

At 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December
25, an informal, family-style worship
service will take place. For additional
information on any of these services,
please call (908) 233-2278 or email
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Patient Support Group Set
To Begin on January 10

WESTFIELD – The Northern New
Jersey Chapter of the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society, based in
Westfield, in collaboration with
Morristown Memorial Hospital has
announced the start of a new family
support group.

Meetings are scheduled to begin
on Tuesday, January 10, and will take
place weekly from 10:30 a.m. to noon
for six sessions  in the Carol G. Simon
Cancer Center at Morristown Memo-
rial Hospital. Martha Lehlbach, a
Registered Nurse, and Kathy
Sonnabend, a Licensed Clinical So-
cial Worker, will be co-facilitators.

This group is for adult patients and

family members whose lives have
been touched by a blood cancer, leu-
kemia, lymphoma, myeloma,
Hodgkin’s disease, Myelodysplastic
Syndrome and myeloproliferative
disorders. The group is open to those
receiving treatment at any medical
center.

There is no charge to attend; how-
ever, advance registration is required.
Participants will be offered social and
emotional support as well as educa-
tion.

For more information or to regis-
ter, please call Deborah Halpern or
Laura Mott at (908) 654-9445 or email
halpernd@lls.org or mottl@lls.org.

The Parish Community of Saint Helen
Westfield

May the light of this holy season
fill our hearts with love and our

world with peace . . .
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has joined the practice of
Epifanio Calcara, MD

Anuradha Lin Chaddah, MD, JD, MPH

Dr. Chaddah
specializes in

Internal Medicine

Dr. Chaddah previously trained and practiced at
Massachusetts General Hospital / Harvard Medical School

before relocating to New Jersey

908-789-0118
400 Center Street, Garwood NJ 07027

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

Freeholders Receive 5.3
Percent Raises For ‘06

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – County freehold-
ers Thursday approved salary increases
for themselves and department direc-
tors following a public hearing.

The nine board members adopted
the salary ordinance unanimously.
The ordinance includes raises of 5.3
percent for the freeholders and be-
tween 3 and 4 percent for department
directors. The freeholders’ last salary
increase was in 2003. Board member
salaries will rise from $28,000 to
$29,500 while the chairman will earn
$31,500. The increases are effective
January 1, 2006.

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said the freeholder raises are spread
out over three years and average 1.6
percent per year, although the ordi-
nance does not specify how long the
raises are in effect.

Elizabeth Cox of Summit said she
was opposed to the increases given
the economic situation of the state
and families. “I do think the county
taxpayers are deserving a little re-
lief,” she said.

Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood
said board members should have con-
sidered that “this is a very difficult
time” economically for many county
residents and not taken an increase
this year.

Bruce Paterson, also of Garwood,
said he felt the board’s 2005 perfor-
mance did not merit salary increases.

He named a number of issues such
as employment discrimination law-
suits settled out of court for hundreds
of thousands of dollars, the “pension
padding” of Acting Governor Rich-
ard Codey’s brother, Robert, to the
“abuse” by freeholders of assigned
county vehicles.

“You deserve no raise,” Mr. Pater-
son said. He described the raises to
county directors as “hush money, be-
cause they are looking the other way”
on some board actions.

Deputy County Counsel Joseph
Ascione warned Mr. Paterson for vio-
lating Roberts Rules of Order, which
sets the code of conduct in addressing
elected officials.

Freeholder Proctor warned him that
he was crossing the line of what were
acceptable comments. Mr. Paterson
quipped, “I’m on the line baby.”

Freeholder Holmes than responded
that Mr. Paterson should not refer to
the freeholder chairman as “baby”
but by his official title.

In terms of director salaries, County
Manager George Devanney’s salary
was increased $7,000 to $151,471.
Deputy County Manager/Director of
Administrative Services Elizabeth
Genievich’s new salary is $132,330,
an increase of $6,000. County Coun-
sel Robert Barry’s salary increased to
$136,500, up $5,250. Other salaries
are: Director of Engineering and Pub-
lic Works Frank Dann, $116,357, up
$5,400; Public Safety Director Harold
Gibson, $109,793, up $4,000; Finance
Director Larry Caroselli, $122,002,
an increase of $4,500; Human Ser-
vices Director Frank Guzzo, $119,423,
up $4,500; and Parks, Recreation and
Facilities Director Charles Sigmund,

$113,816, up $4,500. Only the salary
of Director of Economic Development
James Daley, at $102,375, remained
unchanged from last year. Directors
increases are retroactive to January
2005.

In addition, the board approved sal-
ary increases for both County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi and County Surrogate
James Lacorte. They received a 3.75
percent pay hike retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 2005 as well a second increase
of the amount effective January 1,
2006. Their salaries in the new year
will be $133,500, an increase of $9,500
over their 2005 wage.

The resolution was approved 8-1
by the board with Freeholder Adrian
Mapp dissenting. Mr. Paterson said
Freeholder Mapp “showed some
backbone” by voting against the
increase as well as several resolu-
tions approving professional con-
tracts to what he deemed “pay to
play” firms.

The board also approved a $7,500
raise to Freeholder Clerk Nicole
Tedeschi, bumping her annual pay to
$82,500. The increase is retroactive
to January 1 of this year.

The board also unanimously ap-
proved a resolution introduced by
Freeholder Mapp seeking immedi-
ate withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Iraq.

After hearing the public’s com-
ments Freeholder Holmes said he
doesn’t “begrudge them (the di-
rectors) from getting a raise.” He
said they “have done a remarkable
job.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada said the
board had numerous accomplishments
this year. He cited the board’s “out-
standing performance,” including a new
home heating initiative for eligible resi-
dents, improvements to roads and
bridges, preservation of open space and
the opening of the new public safety
building in Westfield and the new de-
partment of public works building in
Scotch Plains.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
county residents “appreciate what
they (board members) do.” “It shows
in the elections,” she said. Democrats
have not lost a freeholder race since
1994.

Freeholder Proctor added, “all of
our (board) committees functioned
full blast [this year].” He thanked
board members “for all the hard work
you did.”

Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella said he has received
mostly positive comments on the
board’s approval of health benefits
and pension plans for domestic part-
ners approved December 8 by the
board.

The board’s reorganization meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday, January
8 at 1 p.m. in courtroom of State
Superior Court Assignment Judge
Walter R. Barisonek.

 The courtroom is located on the
main floor of the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth. Mr. Mirabella, a Fanwood resi-
dent, will be sworn in as chairman
for the new year. He chaired the
board in 2001.

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S
See our website:

www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

Republicans Have Yielded to Lower
Instincts In Fourth Ward Election

Why Do Freeholders Increase Their
Salaries? Because They Can

What is wrong with the Republican
Party? I ask myself this question not be-
cause of some stupid actions that resulted
in a stupid bungled war that has left at
least two countries in a mess; but rather,
because of the recent news that the local
Westfield Republican Party has filed a
lawsuit to try and wrest the fourth ward
council seat from the Democrat, Tom
Bigosinski.

What is wrong with this or any other
party or individual to be so intensely fo-
cused on winning and having control with
little respect for the legal process that has
already been doubly validated as legiti-
mate? Why is there shown no respect for
the merits of Mr. Bigosinski? For indeed

he is being portrayed by the WRP as a
loser, not worthy of a seat on this council.

What is wrong when some insist on
having it their way all the time, in spite of
the evidence suggesting that their way is
perhaps not the right way?

Time was when certain values like honor
and nobility and especially grace were
highly prized character attributes that sepa-
rated the true statesmen from the pool of
mundane politicians. These were those
highly principled men and women who
truly aspired to a nobler instinct and put
honor above personal outcome and placed
their own dignity at stake when deciding
issues, both serious and petty. They sought
to improve the lot of the ordinary man and
were willing, if necessary, to sacrifice, at
least some of their own good fortune for
the benefit of a common humanity. They
abounded in grace. A special quality of
those true statesmen was that they were
politically non-partisan when deciding is-
sues of importance to those constituents
whom they served; and presumed them-
selves to be representatives of all their
constituents.

By pursuing a lawsuit to oust Mr.
Bigosinski, the local Republicans have
chosen to yield to their lower instincts. In
playing partisan roles, not only do they
discount him, they clearly place winning
above honor and show a definite con-
tempt and disrespect for the citizens that
elected him. In fact, it does appear that
they only care about themselves. Where
are the statesmen in the WRP now?

Donnell Carr
Westfield

Sometimes, some things in life are just
too puzzling for the average person to
comprehend especially when it comes to
the actions and attitudes of others. We
human beings tend to judge the perfor-
mance of other people by the same stan-
dards that we set for ourselves even when
we know that we will be disappointed.
This is just human nature. Ever the opti-
mist, I will admit that I did just that this
week.

What was I thinking when I dared to
believe that at least one concerned Union
County resident would show up at the
board of chosen freeholders meeting to
ask the board not to award themselves a
raise in pay. The local newspapers, as
well as the paper with the largest circula-
tion in the New Jersey, had run articles as
early as last week about the planned sal-
ary increases, and letters to the editor
appeared this week regarding this subject
and still there was no one but the regular
attendees (there are the two of us) at the
meeting last Thursday. Also in atten-
dance was the long-time Union County
representative to the state Republican
Committee and a woman to voice her
repeated complaint that again this year
the snow and ice were not removed from
a stretch of sidewalk which borders county
property making it impossible for her to
walk to her bus stop each morning.

Though there appeared to be about 20
others in attendance this is deceiving be-
cause these people are actually reporters
or county employees who are meeting
participants, in short they have no choice.

Though I did step up and voice my
dissenting opinion on the amount of the
county manager’s raise and that of the
freeholders as well, my opinion as a former
Republican candidate for the office is
most assuredly viewed merely as “sour
grapes.” What amazes me is that this
“gang of nine” justifies this raise almost
as though it were an entitlement evi-
denced by Angel Estrada telling a re-
porter that he and his colleagues deserve
the raise.

I am quite sure that just about everyone
who is employed feels that he deserves to
be paid more money for his or her labors,
but there is generally some trace of altru-
ism when one seeks public office and
holding office should not be viewed as a
money making proposition.

Mr. Estrada along with the six other
Union County freeholders are currently
on the county medical and dental plans at
an average of $12,000 a year apiece. (Just
a note: a good medical insurance plan can
be had for about $500 to $600 a month or
$7,200 a year per person. This plan must
be the Cadillac as opposed to the Chevy).

While campaigning this past fall I re-
peatedly heard the same lament over and
over from county residents regarding the
out-of-control spending by county gov-
ernment, as well as the endless construc-
tion projects, and excessive legal fees.
The basic line was “what are they doing?”
Yet the residents of Union County cannot
take the time out of their busy schedules
to attend a meeting and ask the question
themselves, perhaps doing just that would
put some pressure on these board mem-
bers to take the high road and say, “in
fairness to the struggling taxpayers of
Union County I will not vote affirma-
tively to increase my compensation.” But
since the residents don’t come out, the
freeholders really believe that they should
and they do. Who can blame them?

Freeholder Scanlon made a telling com-
ment last Thursday during her closing
statement at this the last meeting of the
2005, when she stated that obviously the
residents of Union County must approve
of the good job that they are doing with
the exception of the three here, referring
to we Republicans. So there it is folks, by
not saying anything to the contrary, this
all-Democratic freeholder board can take
it to the bank that you are all pleased with
how they are spending your money, and I
guess that they are right.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Union County Baptist
Posts Christmas Events

CLARK – The Union County Bap-
tist Church (UCBC), located at 4 Val-
ley Road at the Clark circle in Clark,
will hold its Christmas celebration on
Sunday, December 25.

A refreshment program will begin
at 10 a.m. with a breakfast buffet. At
10:45 a.m., the UCBC Praise Band
will begin playing. A presentation of
music and Christmas carols will
complement the program as the audi-
ence participates.

Members of the community are in-
vited to attend the festivities. For direc-
tions or more information, please call
the church office at (732) 574-1479.

First Congregational Church
125 Elmer Street, Westfield

Celebrate Christmas at

Visitors are always welcome!

Saturday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.

Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

Christmas Eve

Sunday, December 25
Family Worship, 10 a.m.

Christmas Day

Sunday, January 1
Family Worship, 10 a.m.

New Year’s Day

Member, the United Church of Christ. The sanctuary is accessible by a wheelchair
ramp.  Infrared listening devices are available for the hearing impaired.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-2494
www.fccofwestfield.org

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

  MELLAS
ORTHODONTICS, P.A.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

STELLA P. MELLAS, DDS, MS
NJ Specialty License #5371

Board Certified
American Board of Orthodontics

is pleased to announce 
the opening of her practice in

Berkeley Heights
(908) 665-0244

Hackettstown
(908) 850-6618&

“Providing Quality Care Orthodontics with Individualized Attention”

Now Accepting Patients
Convenient Hours: Evenings & Saturdays

www.mellasortho.com
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Park Announces First
Marking Period Honor Roll

HELPING…Children from Miss Tyminski’s Class 3/5 at McKinley School in
Westfield  have sent school supplies to Pineville Elementary  in Pass Christian,
Miss., a school affected by Hurricane Katrina. The class is also selling wristbands
to the students at McKinley School to aid Pineville Elementary.  Front row: Justin
Fields, Melissa Boutsikaris, Michael Leahy and Erica DiBella.  Back row: Marcell
Whitfield, Terence Gmelin, Erick Merz, Melanie Werner and Alberto Ortis.

MLK Assoc. Sponsors
Contest For Students

WESTFIELD –Members of the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Association
of Westfield hope to encourage stu-
dents to focus on the principles of Dr.
King by participating in the
association’s annual essay/poetry/art
contest. The theme for the 2006 con-
test is “Poverty: The Shame of Our
Nation.”

The contest is open to all Westfield
students in public and private schools.
Members of the contest committee
will collect the essays, poems and
artwork from the schools on Thurs-
day, January 5. The prizes for the best
essays, poetry and artwork will be
awarded at the annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. commemorative ser-
vice to be held at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield on
Monday, January 16 at 1 p.m.

The committee will notify all prize
recipients the week prior to the ser-
vice. Students can refer to Dr. King’s
Nobel Lecture given on December
11, 1964 at the University of Oslo, in
which he stated, “The poor in our
countries have been shut out of our
minds, and driven from the main-
stream of our societies, because we
have allowed them to become invis-
ible” for more background on his
philosophy.

Specific instructions for elemen-
tary, intermediate and high school
students are available in the schools.

Prizes for the contest are savings
bonds in $50, $100, $200 and $500
denominations at the various grade
levels and categories. Contest com-
mittee members include Donnell Carr,
Patricia Faggins and Elizabeth Wolf.

For further information about the
contest, Ms. Wolf can be reached at
(908) 654-6770 or
elizabethwolf@comcast.net.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School Principal Lisa Rebimbas an-
nounced that the following 6th
through 8th grade students were
named to the first marking period
honor roll for the 2005-2006 school
year at Park. They are:

6th Grade - 92 Students

Omar Amer Kevin Lewis
Rachel Armus Robert Lockatell
Arthur Chandler Patrick Manfra, III
Ibukun Babalola Jessica McGovern
Dory Baron Meghan McGrath
Jacqueline Batts Connor McGuire
Dominque Bray Joseph McQuoid
Samuel Brown Jake Metsky
Robert Bunnell Luke Mineo
Christopher Burke Michael Misiak
Bryan Canfield Megan Morelli
Adam Carabba Kristina Palazzolo
Daniel Carabba Raushan Palejwala
Jessica Cepparulo Dhruvi Patel
Olivia Checchio Sara Payne
Ara Cho Kelly Prieto
Clare Cohen Alyssa Provenzano
Robert Colonna Francis Quigley, III
Lindsay Curtis Max Reo
Jordan Dagostaro Maria Paz Rivero
Octavia Dails Carlie Roessle
Anthony DeBellis Kathryn Romagnano
Alivia DeMaria Michael Romanowski
Jennifer Denman Annabelle Rosen
Nicole DePaola Benjamin Ross
Louis Dodge Jose Sanchez
Casey Dugan William Schauer
Amanda Ekstrand Jillian Schuster
Luke Emnas Kevin Scully
Jaclyn Friedman Cassandra Segulin
Emily Gill Rose Sigona
Allison Grimm Daniel Slegowski
Alexandra Harmon Allen Smith
Kevin Hesson Brandon Smithwrick
Patrice Hayden Alex Suriano
Quade Ibarra Raymond Taylor
Tamara Itzkowitz Jonathan Tomasulo
Matthew Jegede Steven Vadas
Christina Karpel Brain Van Brunt
Amira  Khalil Jessica Viglianti
Ryan Kiel Alfred Voelker
Kerri Killeen Precious White
Joshua Knechtel Aliyah Williams
Raymond Kraus Andrew Wilson
Patrick Leahy Alan Woodfield
Stacy Leinfuss Michael Ziegler

6th grade Distinguished- 48 Students

Alyssa Apuzzio Thomas Lyons
Lisa Awaitey James Marvosa
Elizabeth Baldwin  Lisa Matrale
Gregory Baliko Anna McGuinness
Karen Bao Mariel Mital
Dominika Blach Dylan Mruczinski
Ajit  Bopalkar Claire Muirhead
Kelsey Boyea Emily Nardone
Laura Cappelli Taylor Novello
Jason Cepparulo Margaret O’Brien
Abigale Churaman Marisol Pacaja
Isabel Crystal Erin Pierce
Erin Dempsey Melissa Quarto
Margaret Diaz Disha Rao
John DiBattista Delaney Reimers
Ramona Dunning Zachary Shanker
Kendall Fawcett Allison Speck
Katherine Fletcher  Emily Stefanik
Steven Garber Christine Szpond
Carly Grossman Alex Tannenbaum
Christopher Hornung Chayakorn Triamarit
Kathryn Lee Sarah Vanbuskirk
Kristen Lee Alexandra Zaller
Victoria Lesce Kristina Zekunde

7th Grade- 83 Students

Kimberly Agbo Yevgeniy Mayorenko
Nikolai Alexander-Himlan Melissa McKenna
Bria Barnes Jake Merlo
Stephanie Bauman Faith Mirto
Micaela Jo Bernardo Tomo Mizutani
Kyle Berwick David Mullen
Jerry Bi Alexandria Nychay

Celeste Bilkerdyk Folaranmi Ogunfemi
Christina Bobyack Tyler Palkoski
Meghan Bruckman Lindsay Payne
Ryan Burger Alexandra Pearl
Toni-Ann Capace David Pinkowski
Christopher Cerchio  Miles Pitre
Robert Cerchio Adam Redfield
Elizabeth Churaman Brittany Reilly
Jacqueline Close Alissa Ricci
Nicole Danik Stephanie Robak
Paige Della Badia Nereida Rodriquez
Rachel Dolan Carl Rosen
Raeneice Eleby Anne Rubin
Angelica Ewaska Stephen Ruggieri
Kimberly Federico Morris Sato
Morgan Foxton Kevin Schmidt
Camille Handy Micah Seaman
John Howarth David Sherman
Evan Hubbard Rachael Siegel
Peter Huether Ashley Romans
Danya Jacobs Oleg Solovyev
Priyanka Kamath Shane Squier
Gregory Kashmer Bartosz Stawicki
Molly Kildow Sarah-Elis Stein
Richard Krema Elizabeth Stranzenbach
Kenneth Lee Jamie Swanton
Kathleen Leeper Damian Tardi
Daniel Lesce Elizabeth Tenzer
Alexa Levy Connor Thompson
Edward Logie Rose Thompson
Taryn  Luby Jeffrey Uehlinger
Brianna Mahoney Demetria Vanderveer
Vidhan Malik Terence White
David Mandala Alyssa Young

Beverly Zayas

7th Grade Distinguished – 35 Students

Brie Adamczyk Marc Henry Estriplet
Lauren Berk Brendan Farrell
Elle Bernardo Tessa Felegy
Erin Brown Elena Haggan
Laura Bruce Amanda Hanna
Lauren Buckley Emma Kelly
Santino Butler Matthew Kersey
Michael Canicosa Anna Leistikow
Joanna Carroll Connor Lockier
Marianna Caruso-Gilbert Nathalia Montoya
Rachel Chan Adam Monzella
Hayley Cornwell Benjamin Parisi
Jennifer Cua Hyun-Jin Park
Meghan Cunningham Danielle Schweizer
Matthew D’Apuzzo Harmeet Sohal
Meredith Davis Michael Spaeth
Desli Demarscio Allison Staniec

Rory Szeto

8th grade – 65 Students

Nikki Appezzato Maxim Kachalov
Andrea Barone Joseph Kaiser
Remy Bernardo William Kaiserman
Rachel Blom Hershita Kaushik
Rebecca Brand Nicholas Kosiolek
Alessandri Bubnov Leigh Kwasny
Karolyn Buckridee  Michelene Lambros
Michael Burke Michael Lee
Colleen Campbell Samantha Mannino
Michael Campbell Kimberly Many
Timothy Carroll Michael Marsan
Zachary Cimafonte Ryan McTernan
Peter Citera William Muirhead
Zaria Combs Marguerite Murad
Charles Cummings, IV Richard Murray
Dionysos Curry, Jr. Veronica Painter
Joseph D’Auria Rachel Pincus
Michael Demmel Cory Rickmers
Brian Dempsey Monica Rodriguez
Jack Diaz Julia Ross
Adam DiBattista Troy Sacks
Vangelis Dimopoulos Maria Seidel
Marisa Dolan Richard Shevlin
Tara Dorilus Theres Sigona
Brian Dunn Courtney Smeltzer
Joshua Foote Christopher Smith
Katrina Gans Vanessa Stanback
Jennifer Geoghegan Thomas Strowe
Andriana Gerritsen Adam Terry
Lauren Harnett Justin Terry
Noorene Helm Kimberly Wenson
Madeline Holt Edwin Yip

Allison Zimmermann

8th grade Distinguished- 24 Students

Stephanie Baier Nicole Ostrowski
Stephanie Baliko Renata Pacaja
Sarah Brumfield Jason Pearl
Sarah Canfield Kerry Pierce
Sophie Chou Allison Prestridge
Aditya Dahiya Morgan Puleo
Alexander Davis Shannon Reimers
Robert Frazee Lauren Rosenthal
Matthew Glassett Stephen Scannell
Melissa Goldberg Aleksandra Szczuka
Lauren Hirschhorn Devra Traiman
Nivedita Malik Andrew VanHaasteren

BUSINESS SCHOLAR…Frank May (second from left) of Jersey City, a senior
at New Jersey City University, has received the 2005-2006 Nathan Hart Scholar-
ship Award for Excellence in Business Studies at NJCU from the Newark chapter
of the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE). At a recent campus
ceremony, Peter Nachbur (right) of Westfield, chair of SCORE’s scholarship
committee, presented the award to Mr. May.

ACCEPTING AWARD…Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
member Jay Rice awards $1,400 to (from left) Farrah Barthelus, Jazzmine Smith
and Leandro Zaneti at St. Mary of the Assumption High School in Elizabeth to
purchase SAT software to aid students.

TCI GIVES THANKS…Tyler O. of Westfield (left) recites a poem, “Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner,” during a Thanksgiving celebration held at The Children’s Institute,
a school for children three to 21 who are diagnosed with autism and emotional and
learning disabilities. For more information, call (973) 509-3050.

WHO’S WHO…Congratulations are extended to Terri Mandrillo, director of the
Westfield Cooperative Nursery School for election to Who’s Who Among Ameri-
can Teachers. Pictured, from left to right, are: Cindy Babetski, Diane Young, Pat
Michaels, Angela Murphy, Susan Bonnell, Ms. Mandrillo and Meredith Feniak.

Winter Session 
Begins Tuesday

December 27, 2005
•

Register through
December 29, 2005

•
All Classes are on the

Cranford Campus
•

Earn a Full Semester of
credit in 3 weeks

•
For information 

call 908-709-7518 
– or – visit us online at

www.ucc.edu

3
+3
1

weeks
credit
hours =
completed
course

requirement.

• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE Car Charger

• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE Headset

• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE• FREE Case

Washington College
Recognizes Eisner

WESTFIELD – Washington
College’s Business department an-
nounced that Erica Eisner of Westfield
received silver place accolades in the
college’s 2005 Collegiate Maxi Com-
petition. Students must develop two
campaigns, one to promote ING’s
online savings accounts and another
to promote its home mortgages uti-
lizing a limited budget and a form of
direct response marketing.

Erica is a senior at Washington
College. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Averall Eisner. Erica is ma-
joring in Economics, with minors in
Business Management and Art His-
tory. She is a member of Students in
Free Enterprise (SIFE) and plans to
pursue post-graduate work in the area
of cultural economics.

Erica is a 2002 graduate of Westfield
High School.

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS

N
E

W
 K

U
N

D
A

L
IN

I 
C

L
A

S
S

E
S

N
E

W
 K

U
N

D
A

L
IN

I C
L

A
S

S
E

S

SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Monday January 2, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday January 5, from 1:00 to 5:30 pm
Saturday January 7, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday January 9, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JAN. 9

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Wednesday, January 4 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, January 7 @ 1:45 pm

or by appointment

State Senate Passes
Patient Protection Act

TRENTON – The senate has ap-
proved a bill by Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.,
and Asm. Eric Munoz (LD-21) that
would suspend the New Jersey li-
cense of a physician whose license
has been revoked by another state.

The bill requires the State Board of
Medical Examiners to immediately
suspend a physician’s New Jersey li-
cense upon receipt of documentation
that his or her license has been revoked
or suspended by any other state, agency
or authority. The board must notify the
physician in writing that his or her
New Jersey license has been suspended
and conduct a hearing within 60 days
of the date of that notice.

The bill was spurred by the Angel

Prado story – a New York doctor
banned from practicing in New York.
He moved to New Jersey and contin-
ued performing plastic surgery. One
of the cases that lead to his suspen-
sion in New York ended in the death
of patient Carmen Berrios.

“This measure will help provide
immediate protection for New Jersey
patients,” Senator Kean concluded.
“It represents an important step for-
ward in protecting patients and will
help insure that our residents receive
proper care from competent physi-
cians.”

The bill, previously approved by
the Assembly, now heads to the gov-
ernor for action.
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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Visit us @ www.thejollytrolleybarandgrill.com

Soup
New England Clam Chowder  2.99

Choice of Salad
Unlimited Bowl of House Salad or 

Caesar Salad or Farmer’s Market Salad Bar

Entrée
9 oz. Filet Mignon with Gorgonzola  18.99   
Crab and Spinach Stuffed Chicken 13.99   

Rack of Lamb 20.99
Seafood Trio 15.99

(Stuffed flounder, crabcake and crab stuffed shrimp)

Crab Stuffed Shrimp with any entrée.   6.99

Dessert
Reese’s® Peanut Butter Cookie Soufflé 4.29 

Champagne Toast
J. Roget Brut Sparkling Wine  2.99

Our full dinner menu is also available.

Dinners include choice of salad and entrée, 
plus choice of baked potato, seasoned fries, or rice pilaf.

Westfield
411 NORTH AVE.
WESTFIELD, NJ.

(908) 232-1207

Celebrate New Year’s Eve at...

WEBER, STRONG ROWBOTHAM LED IN TOUCHDOWNS

Raider Gridders Experienced
Year of Hard Luck, Miscues

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A little luck and good fortune at the
right time can make the difference
between having a winning record and
qualifying for a playoff berth or hav-
ing a losing record. This year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball team happened to end up on the
short end of the good luck scale and
finished with a 3-7 record.

After a “game to remember” 32-
29, overtime victory over rival
Westfield, the then 2-0 Raiders were
burned six straight times – outscored
by a total of only 26 points – in games
that very well could have made them
8-0 – if the good fortune would have
been on their side.

“It’s frustrating for the coaches and
players because we were that close.
The reality is that we lost and we had
to keep working,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “The big plus
was that we kept playing hard and we
kept giving ourselves a chance.”

The first heartbreaker came against
Irvington when the Blue Knights
broke a 0-0 tie and managed to score
with 11 seconds remaining in the first
half. The following week, the Raid-
ers erased a 20-0 deficit in Cranford
to tie the score and had a chance to
win in regulation, but missed the ex-
tra point attempt. Adding insult to
injury, a costly penalty in overtime
gave the Cougars a first down at the
Raider one-yard line where they
rammed the ball over the goal to win
26-23.

A third degree burn came on Octo-
ber 8 when the Raiders fumbled in the
end zone to give the visiting Shabazz
Bulldogs a safety and a 16-14 victory.
One week later, the Hornets of Passaic
Valley kicked a fourth-quarter field
goal to sting the Raiders, 10-7.

The momentum of misfortune con-
tinued on October 28 in Linden when
a ruled fumble was snatched by a
Tiger and returned 52 yards for a
touchdown that led to a 19-14 victory
for the home team. The last of the
string of burns occurred a week later
in Union when the Raiders were
marching toward pay dirt; however,
quarterback Colin Weber’s pass was
intercepted and returned 62 yards for

a touchdown, eventually leading to a
22-12 setback.

Offensively, Weber, previously a
wide receiver, took over the quarter-
back position and completed 77 of
187 attempts for 1,160 yards and nine
touchdowns while being intercepted
13 times. He also rushed 65 times for
290 yards and five touchdowns.

“We needed a quarterback. He was

LEWIS SINKS 12; DOUGHER, DORICH NET NINE EACH

Shabazz Bulldog Cagers Chill
Raider Boys, 64-51, in Opener

PRITSKER BUCKETS 16; BONARD, VENEZIA 10 EACH

Linden Basketballers ‘Swipe’
Victory from Blue Devil Boys

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Winning the season opener did not
happen as the Malcolm X Shabazz
High School boys basketball team
made great use of its experience at the
point guard position to subdue Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 64-51, in Scotch
Plains on December 16. The Raiders
featured a more experienced team
this season, consisting of seniors Sean
Young, Rob Lewis and Derrick
Garrett, junior Greg Bayard and
sophomore Brian Dougher.

“They know what to expect and
they know to get ready with respect to
the conference,” said Raider Head
Coach Dan Doherty prior to tip-off.
“Our strength is in our shooting and
our defense has improved very well.
Rebounding will be our biggest chal-
lenge since we do not have that much
size; however, our guards are strong,
so I believe we will rebound well off
the guard position. The competition
of the conference will be strong, but
we are ready to compete against it.”

New faces adding depth included

senior Travis Morgan, 6’4” sopho-
more Lordy O’Carter, under the
boards, and junior Darnell Dorich in
the backcourt. “He’s a strong
rebounder and we expect a lot of him
this year,” Doherty said of Morgan.

Three Bulldogs hit double figures
with Alray Blackman leading the pack
with 16 points. Da’Shan Barrino laid
in 15 and Kralif White rolled in 13.
Raider Lewis burned the net with 12
points. Dougher found the mark three
times from beyond the 3-point circle

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Immediate acts of thievery set the
pace for the Westfield High School
boys basketball team’s opening game
that was won by Linden, 74-55, in
Westfield on December 16. The 1-0
Tigers accurately anticipated the 0-1
Blue Devils’ telegraphed passes and
converted nearly all 10 of their steals
into lay-ups to grab a 20-5 first-quar-
ter lead.

Tiger guards Jerry Jones and L.J.
McGhee committed the majority of
overt acts of thievery that they con-
verted to points and finished the game
with 22 and 14 points, respectively.
Charles Miller came off the bench
and netted 14 points.

“We had 33 turnovers. Obviously,
that is the number one reason we
lost,” said Blue Devil Head Coach

Kevin Everly. “I think we did a good
job in the half court but they won the
game by us giving up easy points with
easy baskets. If we keep doing that,
we are not going to beat anybody.”

Junior forward Dan Pritsker held
the hottest hand for the Blue Devils,
bucketing 16 points, including two
from 3-point range. Junior point-
guard Tom Bonard (two 3-pointers)
and junior guard Mike Venezia each
put in 10 points. Josh Gerckens scored
nine points, Terron Rogers scored
seven points, including a 3-pointer,

and Peter Antonelli nailed a 3-pointer.
“Dan did a decent job. Offensively,

he did a very good job. He was six-
for-eight from the field and two-for-
two from the free throw line,” said
Everly of Pritsker. “Defensively, he
made some mistakes but he did well.
He needs to work on his rebounding.”

Gerckens pulled down five re-
bounds and had three assists. Bonard
had six assists and four rebounds.

The Tigers’ thievery continued
throughout the game, although not as

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

goleader.com

Reserve a table between 5pm and 6pm and enjoy a glass of champagne
compliments of the house! (No reservations after 6pm)

Yes, You Can . . .
Book your birthday, retirement, wedding or
holiday party . . .  in our historic setting.

Yes, You Can . . .
Bring your kids every Saturday and Sunday
between 11:30am and 4pm to enjoy a great

meal  and the kids are on us!

Yes, You Can . . .
Order from our menu to-go with certain

items by the pound.

Yes, You Can . . . celebrate

CHRISTMAS EVE & NEWYEAR’S
See our website:

www.stagehouserestaurant.com for details

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE
stage house

restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .
THE TAVERN AT STAGE HOUSE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASHING FOR THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Mike Venezia, No. 22 – white jersey, clashes with Linden’s Jerry Jones for
the rebound. Blue Devil Santo Nardi, No. 50, is ready for action.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO MANEUVER AROUND BULLDOGS…Raider sophomore Brian Dougher, left, tries to maneuver around
two Bulldogs. Dougher was successful in hitting three 3-pointers.
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There are many neighborhood ri-
valries — backyard brawls, if you will
— in New Jersey that could be consid-
ered almost in the “life or death” cat-
egory, where a win or a loss could
mean the difference between a good
season, a great season, a horrible sea-
son and a similar off-season.

Bound Brook vs. Manville …
Millville vs. Vineland … Bloomfield
vs. Montclair … Phillipsburg vs.
Easton (Pa.) … Randolph vs. Roxbury
… Paulsboro vs. Glassboro … River-
side vs. Florence … Hackettstown vs.
Warren Hills, and many, many others.

For those of us who grew up in
western Union County, the biggest
rivalry is Westfield vs. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. Once upon a long ago time,
before there was a Scotch Plains or a
Scotch Plains-Fanwood high school,
those students attended WHS. In the
mid-1920s, in fact, the heart of the
WHS baseball team included “Scotch
Plainsmen” pitcher Jess Harvey, short-
stop Bill Jackson and a slugger named
Hunter who belted two home runs in
a 1924 game against Bayonne.

After sending its high school-age
students to Plainfield and Westfield
for years, Scotch Plains opened its
first high school (now Park Middle
School) in September 1926, later
moving to its current location on
Westfield Road in 1956 (becoming
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in 1961).
WHS and SP-F have been going at it,
off and on, in varsity competition for
76-plus years. Things reached a higher
level in the early 1960s, when the two
schools were the premier powerhouses
in the newly formed Watchung Con-
ference. It’s still safe to say the rivalry
is still such that there are few teams on
either team’s schedules they would
rather beat than each other.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood have
produced an amazing list of talented
athletes over the years, in almost ev-
ery varsity sport. There’s been names
like Bill Austin, Bob Beam, Dana and
Steve Berkowitz, Ali Buckley, Bob
Calhoun, Vince Cartier, Mike Colum-
bus, Artie Coon, Brian Crawford, Jim
Crowley, Lino DiCuollo, Mickey
Donovan, Frank Duffy, Annie
Espinoza, Susan Fane, Caroline
Faraldo, Hayward Gipson, Walt Grote,
Reggie and Jeff Hammonds, Steve
Harris, Bob Hering, Randy Hughes,
Cheryl Iaione, Rich and Tom Jackson,
Nathan Jones, Hillary Klimowicz,
Christine Knudsen, Joe Kolesar, Rudy
Lanza, Sam Martin, Jim McDede,
Bryan Meredith, Jeff Miller, Sarah
Milligan, the Mineo family, Terry
Morton, Skeets Nehemiah, Steve
Parker, Vic Passucci, Gary Proto, Ed
Reilly, John Runnells, Tommy
Rutishauser, Joe Scarpati, Ray
Schnitzer, Bruce Springer, Art Swarts,
the Swenson swimmers, Paul Tirsbier,
Pete Vanderheyden, Kenny Washing-
ton, Steve Williams, Harry Wowchuck,
and many, many others.

The Den decided to spend a few
afternoons going through the records,
seeing if either team had an edge over
the other. We went through old year-
books, old Westfield Leader micro-
film, and season-ending reports in the
WHS athletic office that athletic di-
rectors Bob Duncan, John Lay, Gary
Kehler and Ed Tranchina have been
compiling for 76-plus years.

The results were, to put it mildly,
quite surprising. They are surprisingly
good if you’re a fan of the Blue Dev-
ils, surprisingly not so good if you
root for the Plainsmen/Raiders. Ac-
cording to available records, in 21
varsity sports for the 1929-30 through
2004-05 seasons, there have been 968
varsity contests between the two
schools, with Westfield owning an
overall record of 671 wins, 269 losses
and 28 ties. WHS has won 71.4 per-
cent of the time. The WHS girls have
won 72.9 percent, while the WHS
boys are at 70.4.

To put it into perspective, if SP-F
were to win the next 400 consecutive
games against WHS, it would still be
short of the .500 mark! With the talented
athletes that have been produced in both
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, that’s al-
most impossible to even imagine.

Here is the sport-by-sport break-
down, with the team with the better
record listed, followed by the wins-
losses-ties. There are 21 sports, with
Scotch Plains having a better record
in boys soccer, girls basketball and
girls gymnastics, the teams being tied
in girls track, and WHS having the
better record in the other 17 sports.

WHS vs. SPF
These are the won-loss records of

all athletic contests between Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood high
schools, between the 1929-30 and
2004-05 seasons. They do not include
results from this fall or winter. The
team with the better won-loss record
is listed under “school,” followed by
its wins-losses-ties.
Boys School W-L-T
Baseball WHS 62-31-1
Basketball WHS 71-46-0
Bowling WHS 23-4-0
Cross country WHS 39-8-0
Football WHS 33-10-2
Golf WHS 54-13-2
Soccer SPF 29-23-12
Swimming WHS 20-4-0
Tennis WHS 53-1-0
Track WHS 20-14-0
Wrestling WHS 27-18-3
Total WHS 425-178-20
Boys win % WHS 70.4

SPF 29.6

Girls School W-L-T
Basketball SPF 37-28-0
Cross country WHS 13-1-0
Field hockey WHS 26-0-3
Gymnastics SPF 14-11-0
Soccer WHS 35-6-4
Softball WHS 45-10-1
Swimming WHS 5-0-0
Tennis WHS 49-2-0
Track tie 5-5-0
Volleyball WHS 29-16-0
Total WHS 246-91-8
Girls win % WHS 72.9

SPF 27.1
Combined WHS    671-269-28
Combined win% WHS 71.4

SPF 28.6
DEN TRIVIA

In 1999, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
ended WHS’s national record 42-year
win streak at the county swim cham-
pionships. Two years later, SP-F ended
a 45-match losing streak to WHS in
boys tennis. Which WHS athlete was
involved in both losses?

TURKEY DAY POLL
Given an extra week, things picked

up big-time last week in our poll to see
who the WHS fans would rather play
on Thanksgiving Day, the tradition
game vs. Plainfield, or a game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, our bitterest
rival. Given that more people may be
home for the holidays this week and,

hopefully, reading The Den, we are
extending the voting hours for one
more week. So please take 30 seconds
and send an email to bj1019@aol.com
with the team you’d rather play, and
why. Complete results and comments
in next week’s Devil’s Den.

A TO Z ADDITIONS
Last week we presented Westfield,

from A to Z, picking athletic names
from the athletic past of Westfield to
represent each letter of the alphabet
(except Q). We got many responses,
and many suggestions for people/fami-
lies who also could have been (and in
some cases should have been) consid-
ered. Here are a couple of those.

C is for Cognetti, a family that’s
given WHS seemingly an endless
stream of athletes, starting with foot-
ball/baseball Chris back in 1989, and
continuing through to sophomore
twins Catherine and Christina on this
year’s soccer team.

H is for Hearon, as in swim captain
John, baseball standout Bob,
softballin’ Patty, plus Bob’s basket-
ball/baseball son Billy, and sister
Mary’s field hockey/swimmer daugh-
ter Chrissy Isabella.

M is for McCoy, starting with
standout quarter-miler Bob back in
the 1930s, and his All-American sons
Steve (dive) and Tom (swim) in the
’60s.

V is for Venezia, as in Lisa, an 11-
letterwinner and three-sport captain
at WHS, younger brother Mike, now a
junior captain on the basketball team,
and eighth-grade sister Dianna, who
will join the WHS girls basketball
team next winter.

’70 FOOTBALLERS SOUGHT
The unbeaten 1970 WHS football

team is being inducted into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame on
Monday, Nov. 20, 2006, at the seventh
bi-annual induction ceremony at the
Westwood, Garwood.

Coach Gary Kehler has requested
information on the current addresses
of the following team members: Kevin
Bonner, Bruce Cant, Jeff Davis, Monte
Garrabrant, John and Rich Grey, Mark
Jackson, Bruce MacKay, Bob Mansell,
Tim Metcalf, Ed Morton, John Rabin,
David Scott, Larry Simmons, Lee
Waring, Mark Westerbeck.

If anybody can help with those ad-
dresses, they should contact Kehler at
130 Effingham Place, Westfield, NJ
07090, call 908.233.5024, or email at
gwkehler@juno.com.

The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
is also looking for additional nomi-
nees for possible induction in upcom-
ing classes. If you have somebody
you’d like to have considered, please
contact Kehler (see above), or get a
nomination form at the high school
athletic office.

In the first six induction classes, 49
athletes, nine coaches/administrators,
nine teams and one individual have
been inducted.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Devin Power swam in the 1999

county championships, and played
doubles on the WHS tennis team.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Going Just By the Numbers,
WHS vs. SPF is One-Sided

Lady Blue Devils Rip
Tiger Cagers, 49-35

Consistency ruled as the Westfield
High School girls basketball team
scored 12 points in the first three
quarters and 13 in the fourth to tame
the Tigers of Linden, 49-35, in the
season opener in Linden on Decem-
ber 16. Erin Miller, who netted 24
points, including three 3-pointers, got
the momentum rolling by bucketing
10 of her points in the first quarter.

Casey El Kourey was 4-for-4 from
the line and hit three two’s to finish
with 10 points and Gab O’Leary was
6-for-10 from the line and also fin-
ished with 10 points for the 1-0 Blue
Devils. Katie Cronen, who had two
points and three steals, led in re-
bounds with seven. LeAnne Skorge
had four steals and Tara Handza had
three rebounds, one point and a steal.

Miller also had five rebounds, three
assists and three steals. O’Leary had
eight assists and five steals. ElKourey
also had two rebounds and a steal and
Danielle Infantino contributed two
points, one rebound, one assist and a
steal. Deonna Overton led the 0-1
Tigers with 17 points.
Westfield 12 12 12 13 49
Linden   4   7 11 13 35

Westfield Icemen Nip Cougars,
Tie Summit, Fall to Warriors

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team started its week on a
positive note, beating rival Cranford

High School for the first time since
the 2001-2002 season. The Blue Dev-
ils bested the Cougars, 2-1, on two
goals by senior Captain Jay Ander-
son. The win earned the Blue Devils
third place in the Cron Tournament.

The Blue Devils’ week continued
with two key matchups against top
divisional competition Summit and
Watchung Hills. Westfield fell be-
hind 2-0 to Summit on two early first
period goals, but came roaring back
on three late, first-period goals by
senior Captain Sal Esposito, sopho-
more Craig Esposito and sophomore
Jimmy Bender.

Westfield maintained its lead for
the entire second period and most of
the third, but Summit tied the game at
3-3 with two minutes and 51 seconds
remaining in the game. Adam Becker
played a strong game in goal. The
game ended in a 3-3 tie.

In its next game, the Blue Devils
also let up an early goal to Watchung
Hills and fell into an early 1-0 hole.
The Warriors expanded their lead to 2-
0 and then 3-1, and never trailed in the
game. Westfield eventually lost 5-3.

Freshman Michael Foley, Craig
Esposito and sophomore Evan
Einstein scored goals for the Blue
Devils against the Warriors. Einstein’s
goal was his first at the varsity level.

Pioneer Cagers Stun
Viking Boys, 62-57

The New Providence High School
boys basketball team stunned the
Union Catholic boys, 62-57, in New
Providence on December 16. Mike
Seamon led the 0-1 Vikings with 20
points and Kyle Mellusi led the 1-0
Pioneers with 21 points.

Senior Viking Obi Nwizugbo net-
ted 14 points while Chris Esperon,
Chris Varga and Christian Corteso
each sank six points. Tyler Kitson
netted 18 points for the Pioneers.
Union Catholic 15   9 12 21 57
New Providence 16   8 15 23 62

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112, 25 Independence
Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special counsel to handle certain various
confidential personnel matters within the
Township in which the Township has a
vested interest (C-II).

DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $2,500.00

billed at the hourly rate of $175.00 per hour
plus usual and reasonable costs of said
action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January
23, 2006 at 8:00 P.M., for the election of
three Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed Everson F. Pearsall,
Anthony Scutti, and William J. Shepherd,
whose terms will then expire and for the
transaction of such other business as may
be presented at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $15.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
CHANGE IN CORPORATE STRUCTURE

TAKE NOTICE that a change occurred
in the stockholdings of 22 Spirits Enter-
prises Inc., a New Jersey Corporation,
trading as Buy Rite Liquors, holder of
Plenary Retail Distribution License Num-
ber 2016-44-009-005, for premises located
at 1985 Route 22 West, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076, resulting in the follow-
ing persons acquiring 100% of the shares
of corporate stock.  Below are the names
and home addresses of the stockholders,
the number of shares owned and the posi-
tions held:

Prabhakar Nandivada,
President & Secretary,

owner of 10% (10 shares)
79 Freemont Court

Somerset, New Jersey 08873

Prem Anand Nandiwada,
owner of 90% (90 shares)

15 Mockingbird Drive
Cols Neck, New Jersey 07722

Any information concerning the qualifi-
cations of the above stockholders should
be communicated in writing to:  Barbara
Riepe, Clerk of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076,
Telephone 908-322-6700, ext. 211.

22 SPIRITS ENTERPRISES INC.
BY: Prabhakar Nandivada,

President/Secretary
1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Tax Assessment List for The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains for the 2006 Tax
Year will be open for inspection on Wednes-
day, December 28, 2005 between the
hours of  9:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. in the
Tax Assessor’s Office, RM. 122, Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains.

Michael A. Ross, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $11.73

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

CONCENTRATING ON DEFENSE…The Blue Devil girls used strong defense
and consistent shooting to win their season opener against the Linden Lady
Tigers, 49-35. Erin Miller bucketed three 3-pointers and led all scorers with 24
points. Gab O’Leary led Westfield with eight assists.

 

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE P LATINUM LEVEL 2004

CHARMING WESTFIELD COLONIAL  
 
Lovely 7 room Colonial home in quiet neighborhood boasting four Bedrooms, a 

new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite counters, tile floor and 

backsplash and stainless steel appliances. Formal Living and Dining Rooms 

underlain by hardwood floors, new Powder Room, finished Recroom, central air 

and new deck overlooking park-like property.  Walking distance to NYC train.        

                   Offered for $679,000. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real  
Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 
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Shabazz Bulldog Cagers Chill
Raider Boys, 64-51, in Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Gridders Experienced
Year of Hard Luck, Miscues

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

     There is no better time than the Holidays to express
my appreciation for your business and friendship.  Help-
ing families find and acquire the home of their dreams
has always been, and will continue to be, the most sat-
isfying aspect of my service to each of you.

     May the spirit of  the season fill your heart with
peace and joy!

     Hye Young Choi

Happy Holidays

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext. 165
(908) 301-2015 - Direct

hye-young@att.net

 

Coldwell Banker  
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 

 

Expect More 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004   

Completely renovated, 12 room Colonial nestled in the heart of the “Brightwood” 

section of Westfield. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship and magnificent appointments, 

this exceptional residence combines classic charm and detail with modern luxury and 

convenience. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests 

with grand room sizes, architectural molding with custom detail.  All the while, the 

renovation is the perfect complement as the ease of everyday living is most apparent.  

Set on more than 1/2 acre of lush grounds, this unique property awaits a most 

discerning buyer.            Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,159,000. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

This spectacular and impressive Wychwood Colonial home, designed by Forefront 

Designs and crafted by ER Development, offers quality craftsmanship and custom 

details throughout its 14 meticulously detailed rooms.  Highlights of this five 

bedroom, four bathroom residence include a state of the art gourmet kitchen with 

separate breakfast room, luxurious master bedroom suite with dressing area, walk-

out basement w/recreation room and office and attached three car garage.  This 

fine home will be ready for Spring occupancy.  Call today for plans and a tour of 

the property.           Offered at a pre-construction price of $2.5 million. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERING PREMIER 

WYCHWOOD LOCATION ON PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC 

STUNNING BRIGHTWOOD COLONIAL HOME 

 BACKING TO THE PARK 

hesitant at first but we knew he could
do it. He had some outstanding games.
Any mistakes he made were just mis-
takes of inexperience. If he was a kid
in our program who had four years as
quarterback, he would have been one
of the best around,” said Ciccotelli.

Weber’s primary receiver was jun-
ior Kyle Rowbotham who grabbed 36
passes for 545 yards and six touch-
downs. Senior wide receiver
Nehemiah Burney-Porter, a kickoff
and punt return specialist (307 yards),
had 18 receptions for 338 yards and
three touchdowns. Senior Dan Ragan,
an excellent blocker, also had seven
receptions for 89 yards.

“Kyle is an athlete. As he under-
stands the game, he’s going to be
much better, 545 yards, six touch-
downs, 15.1 yards per catch. For a
first-year kid, that’s phenomenal,”
Ciccotelli said. “Nehemiah! I got more
confident in him. As the season went
on, he was a danger every time he
touched the ball.”

Senior halfback Rashawn Strong
rushed 349 yards on 85 carries for

seven touchdowns and had four recep-
tions for 72 yards. Junior back Greg
Brand rushed 343 yards on 75 carries
and had two touchdowns. Senior full-
back Nick Giannaci, primarily a
blocker on offense, did rush 87 yards
on 17 carries and had one touchdown.

“The tough thing for them was that
they ran behind an very inexperi-
enced offensive line. These kids were
young. They are going to be good but
they were still inexperienced,” said
Ciccotelli.

Defensively, junior linebacker Tom
Pennella made 28 solo tackles and
assisted on 35, which included three
sacks, a fumble recovery and two
blocked kicks. Linebacker Giannaci

had 23 solo tackles, 44 assisted tack-
les, a sack and a fumble recovery.
Brand, a linebacker, made 24 solo
tackles, assisted on 50 and had 2.5
sacks. Weber had 27 solo tackles, 14
assisted, three interceptions, two
fumble recoveries and forced a
fumble. Burney-Porter and Jason
Zelesnik each had two interceptions
and Rowbotham had an interception
and a forced fumble.

“Giannaci was a kid who always
showed up to play. He set the ex-
ample for all the kids on the field. He
loves the game and plays hard,” said
Ciccotelli.

Sophomore Keith Baker had two
fumble recoveries and a sack, 13 solo
and 12 assisted tackles. Seniors Rob
and Tom Ventura combined for 14
solo and 18 assisted tackles, 2.5 sacks,
one fumble recovery, one forced
fumble and one blocked kick. Colin
Campbell made 12 solo and 13 as-
sisted tackles along with three sacks
and a fumble recovery. Max Carow
made 11 solo and 18 assisted tackles
while Ragan and John Badala each

made 19 solo and 19 assisted tackles.
“We have a lot of young kids who

are going to be very capable next
year. We have a great nucleus, which
is going to make us a strong team,
hopefully,” said Ciccotelli.

A SEASON OF BURN:
RAIDERS OPPONENT W/LOT
SPF 21 East Side 6 W
SPF 32 Westfield 29 W OT
SPF 19 Irvington 21 L
SPF 23 Cranford 26 L OT
SPF 14 Shabazz 16 L
SPF   7 Passaic Val 10 L
SPF 14 Linden 19 L
SPF 12 Union 22 L
SPF 40 Montgomery 18 W
SPF   0 Elizabeth 27 L

and Dorick fired in nine points.
The Bulldogs, with the heat of

Blackmon’s nine points, staggered
the Raiders, 18-10, in the first quar-
ter. Bayard scored five of the Raiders’
points while Garrett, Dorich and
Morgan added the rest.

Early in the second quarter, Dorich
and Lewis hit baskets to narrow the
score to 18-14 but the Bulldogs tight-
ened up the defense, controlled the
boards and chomped up 14 points to
take a, 32-17 lead into the locker room.

The Raiders had more success in
the third quarter, outscoring the Bull-
dogs, 15-12. Dougher banged in two
from down town, Lewis struck with

two jumpers, sank two from the stripe
and Bayard nailed a lay-up.

Down by 12 points, the Raiders
hustled to have their best offensive
output with 19 points but the Bull-
dogs also had their best quarter with
20 points. Young came alive with two
baskets and went 3-for-6 from the
stripe for seven points. Dougher and
Garrett each hit a three-pointer and
Dorich added four points.

“Our defense was a little off in the
first half and we blew too many points
but we sort of came alive in the sec-
ond half. We started stopping people
and rebounded better,” said Dougher.
“I was not looking for my shot in the
first half, but was happy to find it in
the second half.”

“We just need to take better care of
the ball but I thought we played a
decent game. The intensity definitely
was there, however there were some
careless turnovers,” said Young.

“Shabazz is a very quick team. One
of the quickest teams you will prob-
ably see in Jersey. During the off-
season we prepare for them by play-
ing tough scrimmages, but there is
really no way to try to compare their
speed in preparation,” added Lewis.
“We need to play better against the
pressure because that’s what the
Watchung conference is about. If we
didn’t have so many turnovers in the
beginning, kept our heads in the game,
we would have done fine.”
Shabazz 18 14 12 20 64
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10   7 15 19 51
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UC Lady Vikings Nip
Lion Cagers, 39-38

The Union Catholic High School
girls basketball team won an excit-
ing, 39-38, overtime thriller with ri-
val Roselle Catholic in Scotch Plains
on December 16. Courtney Harris
banged in a jumper with less than a
minute remaining in overtime to give
the 1-0 Vikings the victory.

The Vikings trailed 32-21 entering
the fourth quarter but Ally Walls, who
finished with 11 points, nailed a 3-
pointer to cap a 14-3 run to send the
game into overtime. Harris and Arielle
Belk each finished with six points while
Lesley Hendricks netted eight points.
Roselle Cath.   7 13 12   3  3 38
Union Cath.   5   9   7 14  4 39

Raider Icemen Out-Skate
Clifton Ice Hockey Boys, 4-2
There is an old saying in hockey

that a team is only as great as its
goaltending. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School goalies Chris Bauer, An-
thony Ingato and Brian Jascur showed
that it is true on December 16 in a 4-
2 victory over a rugged and talented
Clifton team.

The Raiders were out-shot 36-13
overall, but were very opportunistic
when they had to be. Nick Ryskasen
opened the scoring in the first period

on a slick pass from Max Jones. The
Raiders stretched the lead to 2-0 on a
goalmouth pass from Tyler Mattern
to Dan Long. Bauer played a superb
first period in goal.

With the score 3-0, the Clifton team
turned it up and was able to narrow
the score on goals in the second and
third periods. During the second pe-
riod Ryskasen scored again on assists
from Rich Kickenwicz and Long.
Ingato played a strong second period
in goal for the Raiders.

Clifton continued the pressure
throughout the third period but the
Raider defense kept its composure
and Jascur made the saves that kept
Clifton from tying the score. Once
again, the Raiders were able to score
an empty net goal to insure the vic-
tory.

Ryskasen had the first Raider hat
trick with the empty netter. The Raid-
ers are now 2-0 in their first season.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/10/2006
and opened and read for:

Route 1 & 9 Section 1K & 3M, Contract No. 037960126; Widening, Safety
Improvements & Structures; Township of Woodbridge, City of Rahway

& City of Linden, Middlesex and Union Counties
FEDERAL PROJECT NO: NHS-0033(262

DP  NO: 05140

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of the Treasury, division of Revenue, prior to the time of
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as
soon as possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/8/05, 12/15/05 and 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
IMPORTANT NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Martine Avenue Bridge located in
Fanwood will be closed for revitalization
by NJ Transit from December 27th to
December 30th weather permitting. Please
follow the posted detour or plan an alter-
nate route to avoid delays. For further
information you may contact the Depart-
ment of Public Works at (908) 322-7404.
Thank you for your patience.
1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 05-23-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 67 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD RELATING TO
EMPLOYMENT OF OFF-
DUTY POLICE OFFICERS
FOR POLICE-RELATED AC-
TIVITIES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 13, 2005.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III., Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro
& Murphy; P.O. Box 112, 25 Indepen-
dence Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New
Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special counsel to handle various confi-
dential legal matters within the Township
(B.P).

DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000.00

billed at the hourly rate of $175.00 per hour
plus usual and reasonable costs of said
action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $20.40

David B. Corbin (November 2005 files)for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT AN EXTRA EFFORT…Raider quarterback Colin Weber, No. 6,
reaches just enough to get into the end zone against the Union Farmers.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING UP FOR THE JUMPER…Raider junior Greg Bayard attempts a jump
shot against the Bulldogs. Bayard hit five points in the opening quarter.

Alex Cena (alex@shaleridge.net) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON THE BURNERS…Union Catholic Viking Aerielle Belk, No. 21,
drives toward the Roselle Catholic Lady Lions’ basket. The Vikings won 39-38.
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Linden Basketballers ‘Swipe’
Victory from Blue Devil Boys

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

frequently as in the first quarter; how-
ever, the Blue Devils did have more
success in the second quarter and
outscored the Tigers, 21-16, to nar-
row the margin to 36-26 by halftime.
In that quarter, after Pritsker hit two
free throws, Antonelli banged in his
3-pointer to bring Westfield within
five of the Tigers. Later in the quarter,
the Blue Devils went on a seven-
point run that was capped by Bonard’s
3-pointer then Pritsker hit a 3-pointer
at the buzzer.

Pritsker sank his second 3-pointer
in the third quarter but the Tigers
outscored the Blue Devils, 18-11, to
carry a 54-37 lead to the final quarter,

forcing the Blue Devils to commit
fouls. The Tigers went to the line to
hit 11 of 15 shots. Bonard and Rogers
each netted a 3-pointer late in the
quarter.

“As a team, we shot 56 percent
from the field. That’s not bad! But we
must learn to handle the ball better
against pressure defenses. They are
probably one of the fastest teams we
will meet,” said Everly. “We need to
be disciplined. We must do all the
details. Against bad teams, we may
be able to get away with it but, against
good teams, we are not going to get
away with it.”
Linden 20 16 18 20 74
Westfield   5 21 11 18 55

WF Y Devilfish Girls Swamp
Metuchen/Edison Y Girls

WF Y ‘B’ Swim Girls Nipped
By Morris Center Y, 105-103

The Westfield Area Y Girls’ “A”
swim team won their meet against the
Metuchen Edison Y bringing the Dev-
ilfish record to 3-1.

10-and-unders R. Zhang and E.
Daniel and 13-14s A. O’Neill and A.
Li placed one-three in IM events. 11-
12 S. Thomas placed second and 13-
14s. M. Smith placed third.

In freestyle events, 11-12s O. Scrofani
and C. English, 13-14s K. Higgins and
S. Lemberg, and 15-and-over K. Mor-
gan and K. Johnson out-swam the com-
petition. Eight-and-unders J. Mermer
and C. Day placed two-three and 9-10
A. Korba placed second.

Devilfish breaststrokers racked up
numerous points. Eight-and-unders
J. Thomas, J. Myers and E. Phillips
swept their event. First-second place
touches were delivered by 11-12s O.
Scrofani and M. Fleschler and 13-14s

E. Anderson and M. Boersig. The 9-
10s R. Zhang and C. Kerr placed first
and third, respectively. Breaststroke
events concluded with 15-and-overs
K. Morgan capturing first.

In backstroke, 8-and-unders C. Day
and J. Mermer and 9-10s A. Bangs and
A. Korba turned in first-second place
finishes. The 13-14s M. Smith and E.
Anderson placed one-three and 15-
and-overs L. McCurdy, K. Johnson
and J. Metz swept their event. The 11-
12s A. Rose and K. Bangs also scored.

In butterfly, 9-10s C. Kerr, C.
Whitmer and E. Daniel; 13-14s S.
Lemberg, K. Higgins and E. Budnick,
and 15-and-overs A. O’Neill, K.
Kosenick and S. Thomas swept their
events. Also scoring for the Devilfish
in fly were 8-and-unders K. Duffy
and 11-12s A. Adsit and M. Kaveney.

Winning their medley relay events
were the squads of 8-and-unders Day,
Mermer, Duffy and Devin; 9-10s Bangs,
Zhang, Whitmer and Korba; 11-12s
Rose, Scrofani, Adsit and Thomas; 13-
14s Smith, Anderson, Higgins and
Lemberg; and 15-and-overs Johnson,
Morgan, Kosenick and McCurdy.

The Westfield Y Girls B Devilfish
swim team was nipped, 105-103, by
the hosting Morris Center Y on De-
cember 10.

8-and-under: Hallie Rosenburgh
(50-free) and Caroline Felix (25-
breast) touched first. Caroline Basil
placed second in the 25-breast. Shan-
non Pyle touched third in the 25-
backstroke, as did Cecily D’Amore
in the 25-fly and Caity Collins in the
50-free. Pyle, Basil, Felix and Collins
finished first in the 100-medley relay.

9-10: Molly McKeown finished
first in the 100IM and second in the
50-breast, while Michaela Cavanagh
placed first in the 50-fly and third in
the 100-free. Shannon Sokolow (100-
free) and Amy West (50-fly) finished
second. Gemma Larche, Sokolow,
West and Cavanagh finished second
in the 200-medley relay.

11-12: Sarah Crawford placed first
in the 200IM and second in the 50-
breast, while Lizzie Stellar finished
first in the 100-free and second in the
50-back. Anastasia Bogdanovski fin-
ished second in the 50-fly. Stellar,
Crawford, Meghan Bachmann and
Clair Drumbakis finished second in
the 200-medley relay.

13-14: Kathleen O’Neil placed first
in the 100-fly and second in the 200-
free. Cassie Green (200IM) and by
Kelsey Wilson (200-free) placed first.
Green, O’Neill, Wilson and Jill Ceasrine
finished first in the 200-medley relay.

15-18: Callie Meserole placed first
in the 100-breast. Ilene Goodman
(200IM and 100-fly) and Cathryn Win-
chester (200-free and 100-back) fin-
ished second. Caitlyn Oster, Meserole,
Goodman and Winchester placed sec-
ond in the 200-medley relay.

Holy Trinity Places First
At Cross Country Meet

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Cross Country team completed a stel-
lar season by capturing first place at
the Our Lady of Sorrows Invitational
Cross Country Meet in November.
The team, coached by Laura Brucia,
also won the Holy Trinity Cross Coun-
try Meet and the Assumption School
Invitational in Morristown.

An outstanding Varsity Girls team
consisting of Caroline Williams,
Caraugh Ball, Katie Griefeld, Cate
Munkittrick, Patricia Whitehead, Emily
Nuila and Veronica Glennon won every
meet they entered. Williams, the fastest
Holy Trinity runner since Alexis
Anzelone (Class of 1997), qualified for
the Junior Olympic Cross Country
Nationals held in Smithfield, R.I.

Jeff Harris, Jake Penders and Ron
Munkittrick led the Varsity Boys team.

Junior Varsity runners include Ryan
Baird, Sean Puzzo and James Potter.
On the girls’ side, JV runners Kristen
Ulrich, Lisa Cavallo, Kayla Pantano
and Tess Lukowiak performed well.

A strong Novice group also helped
the team. They are: Tara Smith, Emily
Wieszczek, Caitlin Glynn, Mary Kate
Hrinkevich, Sarah DiIorio, Maddie
Pfeifer, Lindsay Penders, Jonathan
Tice, Jack Skinner, Clark Burnett,
Nicholas Nuila, Mark Cavallo,
Connor Fech, James Ulrich and Billy
Fitzpatrick.

Many Holy Trinity graduates ran
well this season in high school and
college. Several serve as team cap-
tains and in other leadership roles at
their respective schools, including Pat
Muldoon (Seton Hall Prep), Tom
Fitzpatrick (St. Peter’s Prep), Mark
DelMonaco (St. Joseph, Metuchen)
and Megan Rauch (Mount St. Mary
Academy).

Coaches Tom Glynn, Stephanie
Nuila and Nancy Ulrich assist Coach
Brucia. Arlene Hrinkevich, Team
Coordinator, remarked, “We were
pleased with our season and with the
good response by over 50 children.
We look forward to over 100 students
coming out for Spring Track.”

Alex Cena (alex@shaleridge.net) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON THE BURNERS…Stephen Cena, left, of Scotch Plains ap-
proaches the hand-off while running the leadoff leg of the 4x200m relay for Seton
Hall Prep at the Passerelli Relays track and field tournament held at West Point
(USMA) on December 18. Cena and his team won a silver medal for this event.

UC Baseball Hall of Fame
Inducts Four New Members
The Union County Baseball Asso-

ciation (UCBA) will induct four new
members into the Union County Base-
ball Hall of Fame during award cer-
emonies on Sunday, February 12. The
four inductees will be honored for
their outstanding contributions to our
national pastime on the baseball dia-
monds of Union County.

Fred Henderson of Rahway, Ed Kovac
of Hillside, John Langan of Linden, and
Lou Sneizak of Elizabeth will be hon-
ored at the 70th Annual Hot Stove League
Baseball Dinner which begins at 1 p.m.
at the L’Affaire Banquet Center, 1099
Route 22 East, Mountainside. The din-
ner is sponsored by the UCBA, in coop-
eration with the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the Union
County Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities.

The special guest speakers will be
Willie Wilson of Summit, the former
star outfielder and base-stealer for
the Kansas City Royals, and Keith

Hamilton of Montvale, the former
12-year defensive tackle for the New
York Giants.

In addition to the new Hall of Fame
inductees, the dinner will also honor
young athletes and local baseball
teams for their achievements in 2005.

Tickets for the dinner are $35, with
proceeds going to help fund the Union
County Summer Youth Baseball
League for youngsters 8 to 15 years,
and the Fall Teen League. Tickets may
be obtained by calling (908) 527-4910.

Since 1937, the annual Hot Stove
League Dinner has been the primary
fund-raising effort for the UCBA’s
summer and fall programs. Over the
years, the awards dinner has honored
many local and national baseball lu-
minaries, including Phil Rizzuto of
Hillside, Jeff Torborg of
Mountainside, Don Newcombe of
Elizabeth, Wilson, Joe Collins of
Union, Jake Wood of Elizabeth, and
Elliott Maddox of Union.

WF PAL Matmen Rip
Middlesex PAL, 50-30
Westfield’s PAL Central Jersey

wrestling team rolled past Middlesex,
50-30, in the season opener.

Fifty-three-lb. Rookie Brendan
Curry won his first match, 12-8. Sixty-
lb. Joe Johnston scored a fall in the
second period. Sixty-seven-lb Nick
Velez won, 7-5, in a close decision.
Seven-three-lb Mike Kalimtzis
battled to a 0-0 stalemate in the third
period. With 15 seconds remaining in
the match, he cradled his opponent
and scored a pin.

Seventy-seven-lb. Brian Bulger
dominated his opponent, 17-2, earn-
ing a technical fall. Matt Barber scored
a decisive second-period fall. Troy
Skibitsky out-dueled his opponent
earning a 3-1 victory. Sixty-three-lb
Nick Mele and 110-lb. Brendan Oster
received forfeits. Heavyweight Tony
Pafumi ended the match with a sec-
ond-period pin.

Branchburg ‘A’ Edges
Warrior Cagers, 44-40
The Westfield Warriors 6th grade

Travel Basketball team suffered its
first loss of the season to undefeated
Branchburg “A” team, 44-40, this past
weekend. Alex Williams and Michael
Mondon pumped in nine points each
for Westfield.

Westfield led most of the game
until the final four minutes, but com-
peted to the final second. Michael
Giacone , Dan Berke, Jake Harris and
Paul Werner kept Westfield in the
game with strong defense. Addition-
ally, Ryan Elliot had multiple blocked
shots and clutch foul shooting by
Jackson O’Leary, Chris Albanese and
Alex Williams was consistent
throughout the game.

Westfield will compete in the South
Brunswick Holiday Classic held from
December 26 through December 31.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on December 13, 2005 by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

RESOLUTION

Code Review & Town Property Committee
December 13, 2005

BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:45A-1, the Organization Meet-
ing of the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield for the year 2006 will be held on
Tuesday,  January 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $16.83

WF’s Hugh Gets 2nd
At Nat. Table Tennis
At the 2005 USA National Table

Tennis Championships, Adam Hugh
of Westfield, reached the champion-
ship match in Men’s Under 22, fin-
ishing second to Mark Hazinski of
South Bend, Indiana. Both Adam and
Mark are previous Men’s Singles
Semifinalists and Top 10 rated U.S.
players.

The annual competition this year
had 890 players competing in 57
events, including trials for the U.S.
Men’s and Women’s Teams that will
represent the United States in
Dortmund, Germany in spring of
2006.

Table Tennis in America is orga-
nized and administered by USA Table
Tennis, online at www.usatt.org. For
the second place finish, Adam, a fresh-
man at Princeton, received an award
of $125. In total, $20,000 will be
awarded during the tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING UNDER THE BOARD…Blue Devil Josh Gerckens, No. 11, and
Tiger Charles Miller, No. 24, battle for possession of the ball.

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
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Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

~Air Conditioning            
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing 
~Transmission 
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

PERFECT

908-272-4456
Residential • Commercial

PAINTING
&

POWER WASHING

J.C. Interior  

Painting 
 

“Let Me Beautify Your Home” 
 

Attention to detail 

Wallpaper removal 

Chair rail & crown molding 

Wire shelving 

Call Jim Costantino 

908-358-2836 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

IMPROVEMENTS TO RAHWAY ROAD,
SECTION 2 CONTRACT E2005-2

Major items and approximate quantities
for this project are:

Granite Block Curb – 2,065 Linear Feet
Roadway Excavation, Unclassified –

1,296 Cubic Yards
Hot Mix Asphalt Stabilized Base Course,

6 inch Thick – 1,239 Tons
Hot Mix Asphalt Surface Course, 2 inch

Thick – 607 Tons
Traffic Striping, Epoxy Resin – 1,764

Linear Feet
Lawn Area Construction – 1,062 Square

Yards

This project will be partially funded by
the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation, Bureau of Local Aid.

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until 10:00 a.m. on January 9, 2006. The
Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter
“Township”) shall not be responsible for
any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service or
other delivery service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes, clearly marked “Bid for IM-
PROVEMENTS TO RAHWAY ROAD,
SECTION 2, CONTRACT E2005-2, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076”. No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Plans and specifications
for this work may be examined at the
Office of the Township Engineer, Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, during business hours,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., beginning Decem-
ber 29, 2005, and purchased for a $25.00
non-refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed Bid Package must
accompany the bid proposal. Additionally,
a certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond issued by a responsible bank, trust
company or insurance company, payable
to the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the Bidder shall
execute said Contract. The Bid Security
shall be in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or Twenty-
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00), which-
ever is lower. All bid Security, except the
Bid Security of the three (3) apparent
lowest responsible Bidders shall, if re-
quested in writing, be returned after ten
(10) days from the opening of the bids
(Sundays and holiday excepted) and the
bids of such Bidders shall be considered
withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. In the event of
an equal or tie bid, the Township shall
award the bid to the Bidder which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves
the interest of the Township. The Town-
ship also reserves the right to reject any
and all bids if sufficient funds are not
available and/or appropriated. The se-
lected Bidder, will, within seven (7) days of
award of the bid, enter into an appropriate
contact with the Township.

All Bidders must comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27, relat-
ing to Equal Employment Opportunities.
All Bidders must also comply with the
Americans With Disability Act, where ap-
plicable.

All Bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.51 through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1. All Bidders must comply with
P.L. 2004, c. 57 and be registered with the
N. J. Division of Revenue.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Thomas Atkins  Barbara Riepe
Municipal Manager Township Clerk
1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $102.51

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-12867-05
FILE NO. 8852-05

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
DEO MANAGEMENT, INC.;
GERALDINE MEYERS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 US Highway 46
West, DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834,
an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which B & C INVESTMENT
ENTERPRISES, LLC. is the plaintiff and
DEO MANAGEMENT, INC., ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-12867-
05 within thirty-five (35) days after Decem-
ber 22, 2005 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
3507, recorded on 7/21/1994, made by
ROBERT A. MACK, Collector of Taxes of
ELIZABETH, and State of New Jersey to
CITY OF ELIZABETH and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, B & C INVESTMENT
ENTERPRISES, LLC. This covers real
estate located in ELIZABETH, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 1026 BLOCK 03 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of ELIZABETH. and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 212-214
THIRD STREET, ELIZABETH, New Jer-
sey.

YOU, DEO MANAGEMENT, INC., are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, GERALDINE MEYERS, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on August 4, 1997, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Union County by Geraldine
Meyers against Deo Management Inc. dis-
closing a debt in the amount of $ 51,865.11
plus costs. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-356178-1997. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien
DATED: December 15,, 2005

Donald F. Phelan,
Clerk of the Superior Court

of New Jersey
CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
1 Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey  07054
1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $69.36

Horace

Dave
Fred

Paul
BenSuzette

Fred

Mike Karen Mike

Rob

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year

From the Staff of
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains -
Fanwood Times

And Our Trusted Correspondents:
Meredith Mannino, Betsey Burgdorf, Kim Broadwell, Marylou Morano, Brad Tinfow, Susan

Dougherty, Debbie Madison, Anna Githens, Dale Neseman, Victoria McCabe, Michael Goldberger,
Carol Davis, Ben Solomon, Patrick Connor, Jim O’Connor, Michelle LePoidevin, Carrie Hayes,

Meghan Gill, Elisia Lau, Eli Lopatin, Michele Monico, Don Williams, Cassandra Lo & David Riggs

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-18413-05
FILE NO. XWZ L 73210

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
MAUREEN A. REGAN , HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST

YOU ARE  HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon  ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s  attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey  07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Amended Complaint filed in a civil action,
in which NetBank as successor in interest
to RBMG, Inc. is plaintiff, and MAUREEN
A. REGAN, et al., are defendants, pending
in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chan-
cery Division, Union County, and bearing
Docket F-18413-05 within thirty-five (35)
days after 12/22/2005 exclusive of such
date, or if published after 12/22/2005, (35)
days after the actual date of such publica-
tion, exclusive of such date.  If you fail to do
so, judgment by default may be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the
Amended Complaint. You shall file your
Answer and proof of service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey  08625, to-
gether with your check in the sum of
$135.00 representing the filing fee in ac-
cordance with the rules of civil practice
and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated  02/28/1996 made by Maureen A.
Regan, a single person as mortgagors, to
Intercounty Mortgage, Inc. recorded on
03/07/1996 in Book 5856 of Mortgages for
Union County, Page 0156 which Mort-
gage was assigned on 09/03/1997 to the
plaintiff, NetBank as successor in interest
to RBMG, Inc. by Assignment Of Mort-
gage recorded on 09/12/1997 in Book
0992 of Assignments Of Mortgages
forUnion County, Page 0326 and (2) to
recover possession of, and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 517 Hort Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey Bar Association by calling 732-249-
5000. You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 908-353-4715. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services office of the County of
venue by calling 908-354-4340.

Maureen A. Regan , her heirs, devisees,
and personal representatives, and her,
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest are made party defendants to
this foreclosure action because executed
plaintiff’s obligation and mortgage being
foreclosed herein and may be liable for
any deficiency and for any lien, claim or
interest  may have in, to or against the
mortgaged premises.

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $69.87

CLASSIFIEDS

OPEN FOR BUSINESS…Mayor Andy Skibitsky joined representatives from the
WACC, DWC and Esprit in cutting the ribbon Saturday to officially open the
store’s new location on East Broad Street. Pictured are (l-r) Esprit employees
Delus Active and Danielle Servedio, Esprit Area Manager Kristy Prunetti, Mayor
Skibitisky, Sarah Lefever, WACC President Allison O’Hara and DWC Chair-
man David Martone.

SAGE Drive Collects
Essentials For Seniors
COUNTY – SAGE Eldercare, a

community resource for eldercare
located at 290 Broad Street in Sum-
mit, completed its fifth annual “Es-
sentials for Seniors Drive” on De-
cember 12.

The event provided senior citizens in
Union, Morris, Essex and Somerset
counties with basic items for living
such as new towels, razors and shaving
cream, bed sheets, toiletries, supermar-
ket gift certificates and/or new clothing
items such as gloves, hats, shirts, slip-
pers, undershirts and sweaters.

These items were wrapped and
delivered to area seniors in need by
SAGE Eldercare’s HomeCare Depart-
ment after being collected at various
locations, including SAGE Eldercare,
the Summit Medical Group offices in
Summit and Warren, the Hilltop Com-
munity Bank branches in Summit and
Berkeley Heights, Summit High
School and New Providence Internal
Medicine Associates in New Provi-
dence. For more information about
the “Essentials for Seniors Drive,”
please call Kathy Aira, director of
HomeCare, at (908) 273-8400.

Esprit Opens Boutique
In Downtown Westfield
WESTFIELD – Esprit, a leading

international lifestyle fashion brand,
opened a boutique in Westfield re-
cently at 151 East Broad Street. Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce President
Allison O’Hara and Downtown
Westfield Corporation Chairman
David Martone joined Esprit’s Area
Manager, Kristy Prunetti, and staff in
celebrating the opening with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony December 17.

In addition, live models “per-
formed” in the store windows as cu-
rious spectators passed by and an
afternoon fashion show highlighted
current fashion offerings at the store.

Founded in 1968 in California, Es-
prit continues to be one of the most
recognizable lifestyle brands in the
world. Esprit is about attitude, not age,
and offers a wide variety of women’s
casual wear and accessories.

Esprit in Westfield offers women’s
casual wear and accessories. Store
hours are Monday through Saturday,
9 a.m. to 8 p.m., with late hours on
Thursday until 9 p.m., and Sunday
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  For more
information, contact Esprit at (908)
233-7878.

Allstate Insurance Co.
Recognizes Paul Taeschler

MOUNTAINSIDE – Paul
Taeschler of Mountainside, an inde-
pendent agent affiliated with Allstate
New Jersey Insurance Company, has
been recognized by Allstate Insur-
ance Company for high standards in
customer satisfaction, customer re-
tention and profitability. Allstate New
Jersey is a wholly owned subsidiary
of Allstate Insurance Company.

Because of this, Mr. Taeschler has
been invited to attend Allstate’s na-
tional conference in San Diego, Ca-
lif., where he will be recognized by

the top officers of the company.
The Paul Taeschler & Associates

Agency, 1122 Route 22 West in
Mountainside, is one of only 10 per-
cent of insurance agencies and fi-
nancial specialists for Allstate na-
tionwide to reach this level of
achievement.

“It’s a tremendous honor to earn
the national conference designation,”
Mr. Taeschler said. “This award sym-
bolizes our agency’s commitment to
provide the best customer service
available. It has been great to provide
the residents of Mountainside with
all their insurance and retirement
needs.”

CAR FOR SALE

MAZDA - 1999 626EX
67K miles, 6 Cyl, AC, CD,
MoonRoof & Alloy Wheels

GREAT CONDITION - $5500
CALL Tony at (908) 518-0814

I LIVE IN WESTFIELD!!!

SUMMER JOBS

Day camp counselor. Group
counselors, lifeguards/WSI,
instructors for sports, crafts,
nature, outdoor skills. Warren
Township (Somerset County) NJ.

(908) 647-0664
rvrbnd1@aol.com

www.campriverbend.com

PART TIME NANNY

Widow with 3 school aged children
looking for Part Time Nanny. Mon-
day - Friday 2-6 pm (some week-
ends). Must drive and speak fluent
English. Need references. Please
contact Jen at (908) 233-8128

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

DINING ROOM SET

Beautiful double pedestal table,
lighted hutch & buffet, 8 padded
chairs. Still in boxes.

List $5200. sell $2395.
Can deliver. (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

7 pcs. Cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser, mirror, chest & night
stand. New, still  in mgf. box.

Value $4000 sell $1575.
(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

Pillow top. Brand new in plastic
with mfg. warranty,

sell Queen $125, King $175
Can Deliver. (732) 259-6690

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Also
needed:  copy editor. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:
edi tor@goleader .com .

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

Newly renovated prestigious
colonial office building,

prime location adjacent to
Municipal Courthouse.

Call Maria at (908) 928-9200

CONTRACTOR / HANDYMAN

The Portuguese Craftsmen
For all Home maintenance

repair and improvement needs!
~ Any job large or small !

~ (908) 647-7672 ~
& check: www.portcraftmen.com

Beautiful home for rent in
Londonderry Vermont. Close to
Stratton, Bromley, Magic, and
Okemo skiing. 3 large
Bedrooms plus huge loft and
family room. Sleeps 10-12. Ideal
for 2-3 families. Many amenities.
Rent year round - daily, weekly.
Discount for Westfield residents.

(908) 789-9072

VERMONT
COUNTRY HOME

OFFICE FOR RENT

Northside Westfield-Center of town,
Beautiful, Landmark Building, The
Roosevelt Suites. 850 sq ft, 7
windows, corner property, Furnished,
includes all utilities, Available
immediately. (908) 301-0301

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD- 400 sq.ft.
very bright, many windows in
Professional Building in Town

Center. Reasonable.
(908) 789-8961

FITNESS EQUIPMENT

Virtually new Impex4000
multi-exercise glider/rower.

Rarely used, exc. cond.
Adj. positions. $100/best offer

(908) 889-4749

P/T TEACHER NEEDED

ARE YOU ENERGETIC
& EXCELLENT WITH KIDS?!

We have a Fun,
Creative Curriculum!

Travel to local preschools!
4-12 hrs/wk. $15-$20/hr.

Teaching cert, a plus, not nec.
Perfect for stay-at-home moms!!
Some classes start in late Jan!

Call or email Now!
(908) 233-2708

Julie@geckokids.com

LUCY’S

Portuguese house cleaning
services. Family owned &

operated. Honest & Reliable.
Reasonable prices.

Please call (201) 835-0601

HOUSE CLEANING

DO YOU NEED A
HOUSE CLEANER?

Any House, Cost $60.00 Dollars
Good References.

PLEASE CALL ME!
(201) 726-8580 -  Neide

SILVER MOMENT…Members of eighth-grade Girl Scout Troop No. 905 of
Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield completed their Silver Award re-
quirements by hosting a “Women’s Health” badge workshop for Junior scouts on
October 22 at the First Baptist Church in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Chloe Rothenberg, Denise Virzi, Diana Vasel and Lia Fagan; back row,
Lauren Hughes, Jill Pate, Emily Harris and Megan Reilly.

CASA Sets Date to Swear In
First Class of Volunteers

COUNTY – CASA (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates) of Union
County, Inc. will swear in its first
class of volunteers on Friday, Janu-
ary 6, at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth. The ceremony
will take place at 1:30 p.m.

In Union County, more than 1,000
children live in out-of-home place-
ment because their homes are no
longer safe. These children lead un-
certain lives; some are in foster care,
others in group homes or shelters.
Many are separated from their sib-
lings and many don’t understand

what has happened or why.
CASA programs and the volun-

teers who serve them are dedicated
exclusively to helping these vulner-
able children. Volunteers with CASA
of Union County reside in the county
and vary in age, gender and socio-
economic background.

They stand up for these children in
court, advocate for their best inter-
ests and seek to ensure that these
children receive the services they
need. They strive to minimize the
amount of time the children spend in
placement before reaching perma-
nency either with their biological or
adoptive family, and they work to
protect them from any further risk of
abuse.

The first class of volunteers has
undergone intensive technical train-
ing to provide the necessary sup-
port, consistency, and communica-
tion. CASA training covers, but is
not limited to, the history of child
abuse and neglect and the laws es-
tablished for child protection, which
include the structure and governance
of New Jersey’s Child Protection
System and the factors that impact
children and families whose lives
have been affected by abuse and
neglect.

Cultural sensitivity is stressed, as
well as how to plan an investigation
and manage a case, and the role and
responsibilities of a CASA volun-
teer. To request more information
about the CASA program or to be-
come a volunteer, please call (908)
820-8967 or visit the CASA website
at www.casaofunioncounty.org.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com

LIV. ROOM FURN FOR SALE

Southwood Sofa, Loveseat, &
Chair(all COM). 2 rugs, window
treatment, tables, 2 fireside arm
chairs(old), 6 dining room chairs (old)

(908) 347-4206
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/31/2006
and opened and read for:

Existing Drainage Restoration and Repair Contract, North - 2006;
Various locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and

Warren Counties.
100% State

DP  NO: 05427

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/31/2006
and opened and read for:

Drainage Restoration Contract 2006 Region North;
Various Drainage Systems on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson,

Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren Counties
100% State

DP  NO: 05430

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
January 5, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeal(s):

Viacom Outdoor, Inc. (successor-in-
interest to NextMedia Outdoor, Inc.) for
a Use Variance and Waiver of Site Plan
Approval to permit the installation of a
single-faced 10 feet-6 inch x 36 feet, 32
feet - high advertising sign on the property
located at 201 Union Avenue (Block 1902,
Lot 1), Scotch Plains, from the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-7.3(a)(9), All Billboard
signs are prohibited.

 In addition, Viacom Outdoor, Inc. has
applied for waiver of, or in the alternative,
site plan approval, and any other vari-
ances, waivers, exceptions, interpretations
or other relief, either for existing or created
conditions required by the Board after its
review of the application, if deemed nec-
essary, including, but not limited to, vari-
ances for minimum front yard setback (50
feet permitted, 5.0 feet proposed); rear
yard setback (50 feet permitted, 6.5 feet
proposed); front setback (10 feet permit-
ted, 5 feet proposed); maximum height 15
feet permitted, 32 feet proposed; and
maximum sign face area (32 square feet
permitted, 378 square feet proposed).

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, and is available for
public inspection during regular office
hours.

Viacom Outdoor, Inc. (successor-in-
interest to NextMedia Outdoor, Inc.),

by its attorneys,
Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.

Louis L. D’Arminio, Esq.
1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Stewart, P.C.; 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel for Chief Thomas
O’Brien in the matter of Lonergan et el v.
Township of Scotch Plains et el

DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000.00 to

be applied toward fees and costs for those
services which shall be subject to the
approval of the Township Attorney and
which are not covered by insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112, 25 Independence
Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special counsel to handle certain confi-
dential personnel matters within the Town-
ship in which the Township has a vested
interest (M v S.P).

DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $2,500.00

billed at the hourly rate of $175.00 per hour
plus usual and reasonable costs of said
action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $21.42

Westfield
Sunday, December 11, Minora

Rodriguez, 33, Ana Pichardo, 25, and
James Iosue, 45, all of New York City,
were arrested in the 400 block of
Central Avenue on charges involving
prostitution.

Rodriguez and Iosue were charged
with engaging in prostitution while
Pichardo was charged with promot-
ing prostitution. All three were re-
leased on their own recognizance with
summonses.

Monday, December 12, Sandra M.
Heffernan, 47, of Westfield was ar-
rested in the 100-block of Wells Street
and charged with driving under the
influence (DUI) and refusal to submit
to a breath test. She was released on her
own recognizance to a responsible in-
dividual.

Monday, December 12, a
Westfield-based construction con-
tractor reported that tools valued at
approximately $6,000 were stolen
from his construction storage trailer,
which was being stored at a building
site on Golf Edge.

Monday, December 12, a North
Euclid Avenue resident reported the
theft of his Schwinn bicycle, which
was removed from a signpost on
Elm Street to which it had been se-
cured.

Thursday, December 15, an Avon
Road resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and stole a
radio.

Thursday, December 15, a Tudor
Oval resident reported that two motor
vehicles belonging to her and her
husband were entered while parked
in the couple’s driveway and that vari-
ous items were removed.

A DVD player valued at $300
was taken from one of the vehicles,
while a Motorola cellular telephone,
a wedding ring and a silver and gold
wristwatch, valued at a total of
$1,200, were taken from the other.
Police said both vehicles had been
unlocked.

Thursday, December 15, a New
Providence resident reported that
someone stole her sunglasses while
she was at a North Avenue store.

Thursday, December 15, Inez
Martinez, 46, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested at the Middlesex County jail
on an outstanding traffic warrant
from Westfield for $500. She was
later released on her own recogni-
zance.

Saturday, December 17, Marcos
Shenouda, 52, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue near Windsor Av-
enue on an outstanding, no-bail
criminal warrant from the Union
County Sheriff’s Office. He was
turned over to Union County au-
thorities.

Saturday, December 17, Josiah
Austin, 21, of Roselle entered the
Westfield Police Department to sat-
isfy an outstanding traffic warrant for
$500 issued by the Westfield Munici-
pal Court.

Sunday, December 18, Omar Har-
ris, 25, of Westfield was arrested in
the 600 block of Sterling Place on an
outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant for $500. Harris was unable to
post bail and was transported to the
Union County jail.

Sunday, December 18, Hanife
Hoxha, 28, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DUI following a
motor vehicle accident on South Av-
enue. No injuries were reported.
Hoxha was released on her own re-
cognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, December 15, a church

on Terrill Road reported that a win-
dow valued at $1,055 was broken
sometime over night.

Friday, December 16, the driver’s
side mirror of a vehicle parked on the
side of Crestwood Drive was dam-
aged. Police said the window was
valued at $500.

Friday, December 16, James
Jarkovsky, 40, of Westfield was ar-

POLICE BLOTTER

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/31/2006
and opened and read for:

Existing Drainage Ditches & Swales Restoration Contract North / Central 2006;
Various places in Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union, Warren, Somerset, Hunterdon, and Middlesex.
100% State

DP  NO: 05428

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

rested and charged with possession
of marijuana and DUI after police
responded to a report of an accident
on the Route 22 overpass. Jarkovsky
was transported to headquarters and
released with a summons.

Saturday, December 17, a resident
of Mountain Avenue reported his
motor vehicle was struck while it was
parked in front of his house. He told
police that an unknown vehicle struck
the rear of the vehicle causing minor
damage. The unknown vehicle fled
the scene.

Saturday, December 17, Veda
Chapman, 25, of Edison was arrested
for DUI after police responded to a
report of an accident on Rahway Road.

According to police, Chapman was
transported to Scotch Plains police
headquarters and released with a sum-
mons for DUI and refusing to give a
breath sample.

Fanwood
Sunday, December 4, Anthony Q.

Reed, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
for DUI following a motor vehicle
stop on LaGrande Avenue.

According to police, Reed refused
to give a breath sample.

Tuesday, December 13, Victoria A.
Tankard, 42, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue and Watson Road
revealed outstanding warrants.

Tuesday, December 13, Michael
Klahr, 47, of Middlesex and Michele
J. Grossman, 40, of Carteret were
both charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue and Terrill Road.
Klahr was also charged with drug
paraphernalia. Grossman was also
charged with hindering apprehension
and outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, December 14, Michael
F. Watkins, 24, of Garwood was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue at Hunter Avenue.

Wednesday, December 14, Elder P.
Zhunio, 31, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with DUI on North Av-
enue and Westfield Road.

Thursday, December 15, Marga-
ret E. Palmieri, 54, of Alpha was
arrested on South Avenue and
Martine Avenue following a motor
vehicle stop, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Friday, December 16, Carlos M.
Riveria, 46, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with obstruction
following a motor vehicle stop on Shady
Lane and Winfield Place. Francia E.
Granada, 43, of Scotch Plains, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was also arrested
for active warrants.

Saturday, December 17, Rafael A.
Marquez, 41, of North Bergen was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for outstanding warrants on South
Avenue and Martine Avenue.

Sunday, December 18, Ruben
Penafiel, 34, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with DUI on
LaGrande Avenue and South Martine
Avenue.

Monday, December 19, Ronald
Smith, 42, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants on
South Avenue.

Monday, December 19, Philip M.
Fladger, 35, was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road,
which revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 13, Rolando

Pargas, 42, of Elizabeth was picked
up at the Woodbridge Police Depart-
ment and transported to Mountainside
where he was arrested for outstand-
ing warrants.

Thursday, December 15, James A.
Finney, 45 of East Orange was picked
up at the Essex County jail and trans-
ported to Mountainside where he was
arrested for outstanding warrants in
the amount of $1,039.

Friday, December 16, a hospital on
New Providence Road reported an
attempted burglary to their office suite.
According to police, the office door
had visible pry marks on it. The door,
an outward swinging door, was
pushed in during the prying attempt
and became stuck, police said. As a
result, no entry to the office was
gained. The alarm was on, but not
activated.

Friday, December 16, Hiu Fung
Leung, 24, of New York City was
arrested and charged with DUI on
Route 22 West following a motor
vehicle stop for erratic driving.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regu-
lar meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, December 13, 2005 the following
ordinances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO GRANT
A 30-YEAR EXEMPTION/
ABATEMENT FOR PROP-
ERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK
6102, LOT 12.01 ET AL. AND
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR
AND CLERK TO EXECUTE
THE ATTACHED AGREE-
MENT.

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VIII, SECTION 8-
1.3(E)(1) REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, ENTITLED
“BUILDING AND HOUSING”
– UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION
CODE ENFORCING AGENCY

were adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $29.58

A BRIGHTER CHRISTMAS…Peter Chemidlin, president of the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association (FBPA), delivers FBPA member donation
Christmas gifts to Judy Wussler of Children’s Specialized Hospital.

State Senate Passes Kean’s
Smoking-Ban Bill

TRENTON – The New Jersey Sen-
ate last week approved a measure
sponsored by Senator Tom Kean Jr.
(R-21) to make public places in New
Jersey, including bars and restaurants,
smoke-free.

“This bill will save lives; it will mean
thousands of families will be spared
the tragedy of chronic, deadly illness
resulting from exposure to second-hand
smoke,” said Senator Kean. “Study
after study has shown that second-
hand smoke poses a serious health
threat to non-smoking customers and
workers. We shouldn’t permit workers
and patrons to be exposed to second-
hand smoke anymore than we would
allow them to be exposed to asbestos.”

Anti-smoking groups contend that
second-hand smoke causes as many
as 53,000 deaths in the United States
each year. Senator Kean also noted
that studies have concluded banning
smoking in public places is actually
good for business, citing a 9 percent
increase in receipts in the year fol-

lowing New York City’s implemen-
tation of a public smoking ban.

“However, the focus here is health,”
said Senator Kean, “especially the
health of waiters, bartenders and other
service employees. They are at a
greater risk of cancers, lung and heart
diseases than office workers because
they are exposed to much higher lev-
els of tobacco smoke. They deserve
the same protection from harmful
smoke as office workers.”

He said that research studies have
concluded food-service workers have
the greatest exposure to second-hand
smoke of any occupational group and
up to a 50 percent greater risk of lung
cancer than the general population.

The Assembly companion bill, A-
3424, sponsored by Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (LD-21) and co-sponsored by
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21)
was introduced and referred to the As-
sembly Health and Human Services
Committee. The Assembly committee
has yet to act on the proposal.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
2006 RECYCLING SCHEDULE

Northside/Tuesday Southside/Wednesday
January 3, 17,31 January 4, 18
February 12, 28 February 1, 15
March 14, 28 March 1, 15, 29
April 11, 25 April 12, 26
May 9, 23 May 10, 24
June 6, 20 June 7, 21
July 5, 18 July 5, 19

August 1, 15, 29 August 2, 16, 30
September 12, 26 September 13, 27

October 10, 24 October 11, 25
November 7, 21 November 8, 22
December 5, 19 December 6, 20

   Please Note: Northside - Independence Day
Tuesday July 4th changed to July 5th

Trenton Needs
Procedural Change

By JON BRAMNICK

The Trenton method of law-making
needs procedural reform. The legisla-
tors receive between 30 and 50 new
bills only four days before a Monday
vote. A small percentage of the new
proposed laws actually pass through
one of my two committees, and there-
fore I am fully familiar with only a
small percentage of the new bills.

The time period for review and con-
stituent input is simply not sufficient
before a legislator is to vote. The short
time period was probably crafted to
avoid controversy and limit the ability
of the press and constituent groups to
thoroughly explore the issue.

This is not a criticism of the party in
power, because the system has been in
place for many years. I would hope the
rules are amended to provide a full
week before a vote is permitted.

The committee system is also flawed
as a result of the amendment proce-
dure. We are presented with a new bill
in committee and we debate the im-

pact of the proposed law in committee.
We take testimony from experts and
citizens and carefully decide whether
to release the bill for a vote to the full
house or senate for a vote. The proce-
dural and substantive problem is that
significant amendments are made to
the bill after the bill leaves committee
and there is no longer an opportunity
for public comment and a fair exami-
nation of witnesses.

The local governments permit the
public to speak on changes in the law
during the first and second readings
at the town council meetings. The
state government does not afford such
an opportunity. Open discussion on
substantive changes in laws prior to
voting is essential for the democratic
process. The changes are particularly
important when one party controls
the legislative and executive branches
of government.

I am working on the procedural
changes and look forward to the sup-
port of the public.

21st District News
Asm. Jon Bramnick, Westfield

Postmaster Advises Use Of Express Mail
WESTFIELD – With Christmas just a few days away, Westfield Post-

master Kenneth Brown has recommended that people use Express Mail
overnight service to guarantee delivery by Sunday, December 25. He
explained that Express Mail is delivered 365 days a year and is guaranteed
next-day delivery to most major markets in the United States.

With Christmas falling on a Sunday this year, the federal holiday will be
observed on Monday, December 26, with no regular mail delivery or retail
services. All services will be resumed on Tuesday, December 27.

Extensive mailing information, including ZIP Code look-up, is avail-
able online at www.usps.com or by calling the Postal Service’s toll-free
customer service call center at (800) ASK-USPS (275-8777).

‘Sweat and Get Wet’ Is
Scheduled at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will kick off its 20th
anniversary celebration and 2006 with
a free program for the whole family
entitled “Sweat and Get Wet.”

During the month of January, par-
ticipants may take advantage of un-
limited visits to the JCC to use the
gym, pool, fitness room, sauna, whirl-
pool and locker rooms.

While there, they will be invited to
use their free, 10-class pass to partici-
pate in available fitness, athletics and/
or aquatics classes. Some of the many
classes offered include Yoga, Pilates,
For Men Only, Teen Fitness Potpourri,
swim lessons for all ages, Aqua Fit-
ness, and a host of sports for children
and adults, including basketball and
volleyball.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For a com-
plete list of “Sweat and Get Wet”
program options, please contact JCC
Membership Director Marla Itzkin at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 236 or
mitzkin@jccnj.org. Information also
is available on the JCC’s website,
www.jccnj.org/.

WF Education Assoc.
To Award Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Edu-
cation Association (WEA) will be
awarding two $1,000 scholarships to
2006 high school graduates. Kristine
Smith-Morasso, chairperson of the
WEA scholarship committee, will
present the scholarships at the annual
awards night held at Westfield High
School.

The WEA Scholarship will be
awarded to a member of the Westfield
High School class of 2006. The Barry
Judd Memorial Scholarship will be
presented to a WEA member’s child
who will attend an accredited college
or university.

Both scholarship applications will
be available in the WHS Guidance
Office and at the public schools
throughout the district. The deadline
for submitting applications is Febru-
ary 17.

Applicants will be evaluated on a
variety of criteria including grades,
SAT scores, involvement in school
and community activities and per-
sonal goals and objectives. After re-
viewing the applications, the scholar-
ship committee will invite the final-
ists for a personal interview before
making the final selection.
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– Obituaries –

Lewis Winkler, 82, Was Navy Veteran;
Product Executive at Exxon Chemical

George R. Yenzer, 99, Helped Develop
Transatlantic Cable, NASA Footpads

Francis Csorba, 78, Chemical Engineer;
Leader of Westfield Boy Scout Troop

Maura J. McMillion, 46, McGinn Aide;
Formerly Worked as Registered Nurse

Maura Jude McMillion, 46, of
Fanwood died on Friday, December
16, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

Born in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, N.Y.,
she had lived there before moving to
Fanwood eight years ago.

Mrs. McMillion was employed as
a school aide at McGinn Elementary
School in Scotch Plains for the past
five years. Prior to working at
McGinn, she had been a Registered
Nurse at the Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter in Brooklyn.

She graduated from City Univer-
sity in Staten Island, N.Y. with a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing de-
gree.

Mrs. McMillion was a member of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Ro-

man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains,
where she was part of the Thursday
Morning Prayer Group. She also was
a member of the Belvidere Book Club
in Fanwood.

Surviving are her husband, Robert
McMillion; two daughters, Lenore
McMillion and Elizabeth McMillion;
her father, Michael Sullivan, and three
brothers, Richard Sullivan, John
Sullivan and Michael Sullivan.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
December 20, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Interment took place at St.
Mary Stony Hill Cemetery in
Watchung.

December 22, 2005

Francis S. Csorba, 78, of Kenilworth
died on Saturday, December 17, at his
home.

Born in Hungary, he had lived in
Austria and Canada before coming to
the United States in 1965 and settling
in Westfield. He relocated to
Kenilworth in 2001.

A pharmaceutical chemical engi-
neer, Mr. Csorba had been in charge of
the international laboratory and the
development of new products for
American Home Products, now Wyeth,
Inc., in Cranford for 26 years. He
retired in 1991.

He also operated a piano repair and
tuning service in Westfield for 35 years.

He received his engineering degree
in 1954 from the University of
Budapest.

Mr. Csorba was a long-time leader

of Boy Scout Troop No. 73, chartered
by the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. He also chaired
fundraising activities at Holy Trinity
School in Westfield for many years,
and was active as a high school soccer
referee.

Surviving are his wife, Sylvia
Reardon Csorba; two daughters,
Natalie Schickel and Diane Csorba; a
son, Michael Csorba; a brother, Jozsef
Csorba; two sisters, Magdi Csorba
and Cathy Csorba, and three grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered Tuesday, December 20, at the
Holy Trinity Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

December 22, 2005

George R. Yenzer, 99, of Westfield
died on Friday, December 16, at Ber-
keley Convalescent Center in Berke-
ley Heights.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he moved
to Westfield in 1945.

An electrical engineer, Mr. Yenzer
had worked for Bell Telephone Labo-
ratories in Murray Hill and Whippany
from 1924 until 1971 and held nu-
merous patents.

He was part of the design team that
developed the Transatlantic Cable and
the team that designed the footpads
for the Lunar Landing Module of
NASA’s Apollo program.

During World War II, he was part of
the Bell Labs research, development
and design team that received the
Army-Navy Production Award five
times.

He received a bachelor’s degree in

electrical engineering from Brook-
lyn Polytech Institute.

A member of the Westfield Tennis
Club since 1945, Mr. Yenzer was a
longtime member of the board of
governors and club secretary from
1958 to 1971.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Gertrude Yenzer, in 2000 and a son,
Robert Yenzer, in 1999.

Surviving are three daughters, Mary
LaPoint of Howell, Dorothy
Vecchione of Westport, Conn. and
Kathleen Rauch of Colonia; 14 grand-
children; 15 great-grandchildren and
seven great-great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Tues-
day, December 20, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. Interment was at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

December 22, 2005

Lewis Alden Winkler, 82, of
Mountainside died on Friday, De-
cember 16, at his home.

Born in Phillipsburg, he lived in
Mountainside since 1960.

Mr. Winkler had been a product ex-
ecutive at Exxon Chemical in New
York City for 30 years, retiring in 1979.

A member of the Class of 1944 at
Lafayette College in Pennsylvania,
he earned a degree in chemical engi-
neering and then was an instructor at
the college from 1945 to 1947.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II and a member of
the Springfield Presbyterian Church
in Springfield.

He was predeceased by his first
wife, Doris Winkler, in 1975.

Surviving are his wife, Doris Dohm
Winkler; three daughters, Barbara
Gorman of Pittsburgh, Pa., Carol
Meier of Convent Station and Patricia
Schor of Westfield; a sister, Elinor

Landis of Kutztown, Pa.; a brother,
Richard Winkler of Pilot Mountain,
N.C., and eight grandchildren.

Private services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, December 21, under
the direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the American
Cancer Society, 2600 U.S. Highway
1, North Brunswick, N.J. 08902 or to
Lafayette College Alumni Affairs,
Easton, Pa. 18042.

December 22, 2005

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, December
13, 2005, there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES

Purpose: Establishing salary or wage
range classification for certain
officials,officers, and employees of the
Township of Scotch Plains.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, January 10, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 1/10/2006
and opened and read for:

Maintenance Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2006
Various locations including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Moris,

Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren
100% State

DP  NO: 05464

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to Executive Order 134, apparent low bidder
must provide a completed, signed Executive Order No. 134 Certification and Disclo-
sure Form within seven (7) state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/22/05, 12/29/05 and 1/5/06, The Leader Fee: $214.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Thursday, January 12, 2006 at 8:00
p.m. in Council Chambers in the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey to hear and con-
sider the following application:

05-18(V) C.F.G.R., L.L.C., 430 - 510
CENTRAL AVENUE, BLOCK
3006, LOTS 5, 6 & 7, SEEKING
PRELIMINARY & FINAL MA-
JOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL
WITH VARIANCES. APPLI-
CANT SEEKS TO DEMOLISH
EXISTING BUILDINGS ON
THE THREE LOTS AND TO
CONSTRUCT A NEW BUILD-
ING THAT WILL HAVE BASE-
MENT PARKING, RETAIL/OF-
FICE ON FIRST FLOOR AND 8
APARTMENTS/CONDOS
EACH ON THE SECOND AND
THIRD FLOORS. APPLICA-
TION ALSO INCLUDES RE-
LATED SITE IMPROVE-
MENTS. (i.e., PARKING,
LIGHTING, ETC.).
Applicant seeks variances from
the following Land Use Ordi-
nances:
List of New C.40:55D70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 11.26E4 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires building height of 40 feet,
3 stories. Applicant proposes
43 feet, 3 stories.
Section 11.26E4 & E3 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires buffer of 10 feet
minimum. Applicant proposes
5-foor buffer, fence.
Section 11.26E4 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires side yard non-zone + 1.03
half building height adjacent to
residential zone, or 21.5 feet,
non-zone 10 feet. Applicant pro-
poses 12.42 feet residential
zone.
Section 11.26F1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires storefront facade window
area not less then 40%. Appli-
cant proposes 31.2%.
Section 17.02C1G of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires parking spaces of 126.
Applicant proposes 45 parking
spaces.
Section 17.02E2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quired off site loading spaces of
3 stalls. Applicant proposes
zero.
Section 17.04A of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires
minimum parking stalls of 20
feet by 9 feet. applicant pro-
poses 18 feet by 9 feet.
Variances, waivers or excep-
tions from certain site plan de-
tails or relief from requirements
may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $68.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
JANUARY 5, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the fol-
lowing appeals:

Cumberland Farms, Inc., a non-con-
forming use in the R-2 residential zone, for
a Use Variance and Site Plan Approval in
conjunction with the proposed improve-
ments to the existing service station, in-
cluding the installation of a canopy, at the
property located at 2660 Route 22 @
Mountain Avenue (Block 5503, Lot 1),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-6.1(3) whereby “no non-con-
forming use may be expanded.”

Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances deemed to be necessary at the
time of hearing.

ViacomOutdoor, Inc. for a Use Vari-
ance in order to permit the installation of a
378-square-foot outdoor advertising sign
at the property located at 201 Union Av-
enue @ Route 22 East (Block 1902, Lot
1), Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-7.3(9) whereby “all billboard
signs are prohibited.”

Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances deemed to be necessary at the
time of hearing.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-18165-05
FILE NO: 36.1499

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KEISHA WALKER

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action, in which NATIONAL CITY
MORTGAGE is Plaintiff, and
WOOSEVELT DORTILUS, et als. are De-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County, and bearing Docket F-18165-05
within Thirty-five (35) days after DECEM-
BER 22, 2005 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgement by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint (and amend-
ment to complaint, if any). You shall file
your answer and proof of service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, 25
Market Street, CN-971, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated January 24, 2003, made by
WOOSEVELT DORTILUS AND
BRIDGETTE DORTILUS, HIS WIFE, as
Mortgagor(s), to OCEANSIDE MORT-
GAGE COMPANY, recorded on February
26, 2003, in Book 9928 of Mortgages for
UNION County, Page 989, and subse-
quently assigned to the plaintif, and (2) to
recover possession of, and concerns the
premises commonly known as: 797 EAST
MILTON AVENUE, NJ 07066.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the  County
of Venue by calling (908) 353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling (908) 354-
4340.

You, KEISHA WALKER, hold a mort-
gage/lien/judgement that may affect the
mortgaged premises and the mortgage
being foreclosed herein. Yare entitled to
Notice of this action for any right, title,
claim or interest you may have in, to, or
against the said mortgaged premises.
Dated: December 22, 2005

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey

Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 12/22/05, The Leader Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Stewart, P.C.; 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special legal counsel to represent Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins in the
confidential employment matter (C-II vs.
SCOTCH PLAINS).

DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $10,000.00 to

be applied toward fees and costs for those
services which shall be subject to the
approval of the Township Attorney and
which are not covered by insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 05-26-R

AN ORDINANCE ESTAB-
LISHING REGULATIONS AND
REQUIREMENTS FOR ISSU-
ANCE OF PERMITS IN THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
FOR NEWSRACKS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 13, 2005.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $17.34PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: James L. Plosia,
Esq.; Apruzzese, McDermott, Mastro &
Murphy; P.O. Box 112, 25 Independence
Boulevard, Liberty Corner, New Jersey
07938

NATURE OF SERVICE: Appointed as
special counsel to handle an internal in-
vestigation within the Township in which
the Township has a vested interest.

DURATION: Completion of matter.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00

billed at the hourly rate of $175.00 per hour
plus usual and reasonable costs of said
action.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/22/05, The Times Fee: $20.40

REUNITED...Pictured are the four writers of the Washington School Show. From
left to right, they are: Mary Lynne Nielsen, Chris Nielsen, Ken Fagan and Madeleine
Lee Fagan.

Westfield Recreation Department Events
by: Traci Kastner

tkastner@westfieldnj.net
(908) 789-4080

Family Bowling Day, Wednesday,
December 28, noon to 2 p.m., Linden
Lanes, 741 North Stiles Street. The
$8 per fee includes two hours of bowl-
ing, shoe rental, a slice of pizza and
soda.

Doodler Art Classes. This class,
for children 18 to 36 months, will be
held from 9:15 to 10 a.m on Wednes-
days from January 4 until February
22. The Mini-Doodlers class, for ages
three to five, will be offered from
10:15 to 11 a.m. on those same days.
The fee is $98 per person.

Kids On Canvas art class for grades
1 to 6 will be held from 4 to 4:45 p.m.
and for ages 3 to 5 from 3 to 3:45 p.m.
Both classes will be held on Mondays,
January 23 to February 13. The $85
fee includes all materials including
canvas board, paper and acrylics.

Bowling League (Ages Pre K-
Teens): This 12-week program will
be held on Mondays beginning Janu-
ary 9 at 3:50 p.m. at Linden Lanes for
all children ages five to 14. Children
ages five to seven will bowl in a spe-
cial bumper division. An additional
bumper program is available to kin-
dergarten and pre-kindergarten chil-
dren and mothers on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m. This program
will begin Wednesday, January 11.

Manners Class (Ages 4-7): This  pro-
gram teaches children about etiquette
and how it should be practiced in today’s
world in a fun, interactive manner. Hosted
by Patty Manning of “Mannerations.”
Offered 3:45 to 4:30 p.m. on Wednes-
days, February 15 through March 1. The
cost is $83. It will be held in the Munici-
pal Building Community Room.

Total Body-Works: This 60-minute
class involves an invigorating warm
up to get hearts pumping, then moves
into toning exercises using light
weights. All levels are welcome.
Classes will be held Tuesdays from

9:20 to 10:20 a.m., January 3 through
March 7. The cost is $65 and the
program will be offered in the Com-
munity Room.

NYC Night Light Tour: This nar-
rated tour will be held on a luxurious
motor coach and will feature the holi-
day lights of New York City with
many popular stops and a dessert at
New York’s Skylight Diner. The cost
is $35 and the bus will depart at 5:30
p.m. and return at 10 p.m. Call for
available dates.

The Teen Center is open on most
Friday evenings during the school year
between 7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield
High School students. The center fea-
tures pool tables, ping-pong tables, air
hockey, video games, large TV, VCR,
stereo system, vending machines and
more. Student I.D. is required.

The Night Place program is held
throughout the school year on select
Friday evenings and is open to all
sixth, seventh and eighth grade
Westfield residents for a nominal fee.
The program is held from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School.
Featured activities include a live DJ
with dancing, movies, passive games,
basketball, refreshments and more.
The cost is $2 in advance and $3 at the
door. The remaining dates are January
13, February 3, March 31 and May 12.

WESTFIELD – Tickets for the 2006 Washington School Show, The
Incredible, Super Reunion, go on sale Sunday, January 1. Tickets for the
Friday, January 27 (8 p.m.) and Saturday, January 28 (2 and 8 p.m.)
performances at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield can be
purchased online at reuniontix@aol.com. Tickets also can be purchased in
person at Roosevelt  School on Saturday, January 7, at 9:30 a.m. Ticket
prices are $7 for matinee and $9 for evening shows. This year’s play,
written by Madeleine Lee Fagan, Ken Fagan, Mary Lynne and Chris
Nielsen, is the 58th installment and features comedy, magic, chorus and
dancing performed by Washington School teachers and parents.

The play is directed by Bruce Vasel and Dorothy Norris and produced
by Jen Schildge, Katie Virzi, Anita Mushell and Barbara Bagger. The
community is invited to attend. All proceeds will go directly to the
Washington School Parent-Teacher Organization. To place an advertise-
ment in the playbill, please call Mary Aronds at (908) 233-2259.

Washington School to Present
Reunion Play in 2006

More Community & Education
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The Staff of the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

Website: www.carolynmusic.com
Tel: 908.233.9094

E-mail: carolyn@carolynmusic.com

wishes their students and families a

Very Happy Holiday Season!

229 Charles Street

Westfield, NJ 07090

908.389.0222

Sunita Merriman, DDS

SUNITA MERRIMAN, D.D.S.
GENERAL AND AESTHETIC ENHANCING DENTISTRY

We would like our patients to know what a privilege it is

to be part of their health care team.

Whether it was routine preventive care, total reconstruction

of your teeth or a smile makeover that we did for you, we

are truly grateful for your trust and loyalty.

We wish you and your loved ones a peaceful and healthy

holiday season and look forward to seeing you in the

New Year!

IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OUR PATIENTS

WYACT Concerts to Benefit
Hurricane Relief Efforts

WESTFIELD – WYACT
(Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre) will present two benefit
concerts to raise funds for the Gulf
Coast hurricane victims on Friday,
December 30. “Richard Rodgers, A
Celebration of His Music,” will take
place at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
170 Elm Street.

Net proceeds will go directly to the
Salvation Army Hurricane Relief
Fund. Guests of honor will be Major
Barbara Kelly, Salvation Army Divi-
sional Secretary for Program Devel-
opment and Director of World Trade
Center Assistance, and Major Charles
Kelly, Salvation Army Executive Di-
rector for Newark Area Services.

Major Kelly’s job in New Orleans
was to set up warehousing for much
needed supplies and necessities.

In an interview with Major Kelly,
he commented that many communi-
ties, like Westfield, are coming to-
gether nationwide to assist the south-
ern states impacted by Hurricane
Katrina through concerts WYACT and
other various events.

He stated firmly, “Assistance is still
very much needed.” He added that
people in the arts are particularly
sensitive to situations like this, and
are quick to develop and support hu-
manitarian efforts. He will direct the
net proceeds from the Richard
Rodgers concerts to the Salvation
Army’s Relief Fund Headquarters in
Atlanta. Other Headquarters are lo-
cated in New York, Chicago, and San
Francisco.

When Major Kelly arrived in New
Orleans after Katrina, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) was overwhelmed trying to
get into some of the worst areas,
searching for survivors, bringing in
basic supplies, and directing home-
less survivors to shelter and safety.

He said there was no real infra-
structure and that the amount of dam-
age was “mind boggling.” For the
most part, relief organizations were
on their own. Major Kelly was given
a list of some of the “worst” places
and immediately went to work to
organize mobile feeding operations—
kitchens and hot meals—in the midst
of shelters and people trying to find
and claim their belongings.

Major Kelly then went about the
task of locating warehouse space, fa-
cilities large enough to hold as many
supplies as could be stuffed into the
buildings.

“Some space was donated, some
was rented. The Salvation Army
picked up the slack and paid for what-
ever was needed,” Major Kelly said.

Major Kelly had to develop sys-

tems of transportation, trucking and
transportation, to bring to the ware-
houses water, ice, clothing, bedding,
toiletries, and he also had to coordi-
nate corporate donations of materi-
als. He verbalized his frustration say-
ing, “In the neighborhoods, you felt
helpless. You wanted to help immedi-
ately, but you realized this was long
term.”

Now, having returned to Newark,
Major Kelly is assisting the evacuees
who have relocated to New Jersey. As
of December 9, the Salvation Army
has aided 205 homeless victims of
Katrina. Now, evacuees must get out
of shelters. FEMA has told families
staying in hotels in Newark that they
had to move out as of December 2.
That was not enough time to find
apartment space so FEMA extended
the deadline to December 15.

Major Kelly said FEMA will pay
for apartments but the families have
to find available apartments. He said
insurance policies are not covering
enough of their expenses. That’s
where the Salvation Army steps in.
The Salvation Army pays for what-
ever is needed: counseling, furniture,
and locating apartments for these
evacuees.

Major Kelly and his wife have re-
worked their busy holiday schedule
to attend “Richard Rodgers, A Cel-
ebration of his Music,” because he
feels it is important to that the com-
munity contribute in whatever way
possible to raise the funds necessary
to help these people who have lost
everything they own.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15
for students (age 17 and under), and
are available at Tarpley & Co., 106
Quimby Street; the UPS Store, 321
North Avenue West; and Boogie’s
Tickets, 41 Elm Street. Tickets will
also be sold at the door. For further
information regarding the concert,
call (908) 233-3200.

WINNING ENTRY…Jonathan Nanna, 11, of Westfield has been named local
round winner in Panera Bread’s 1st annual “Art That’s Good Enough to Eat
Contest.” Pictured here with the winner is Panera area coordinator Ryan Richter,
who presented Jonathan with a $250 cash prize. The winning piece of art, entitled
“Panera to the Rescue,” was selected by customers at the Westfield Panera Bread
bakery-cafe. In addition, a matching donation in Jonathan’s name will be made
to the Community FoodBank of New Jersey. Jonathan is now eligible for the
statewide grand prize of $5,000.

Franklin School Student
Wins Panera Art Contest

WESTFIELD — Jonathan Nanna,
11, of Westfield has been named the
winner of Panera Bread’s inaugural
“Art That’s Good Enough To Eat”
contest. In earning this honor and a
$250 cash prize, Jonathan’s artwork
was voted by Panera Bread custom-
ers to be the best among hundreds of
submissions that local schoolchildren
submitted to the Westfield Panera
Bread bakery-cafe.

The contest, which was also held at
other Panera Bread locations through-
out northern and central New Jersey
(owned by the Princeton-based
Fenwick Group), invited children in
grades three through five to “whip-
up” their tastiest food-inspired art-
work for a chance to win cash prizes
and help support the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey at the same
time. In addition to the $250 cash
prize that Panera Bread awarded
Jonathan, the company will also make
a matching donation in his name to
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey, to help fight hunger through-
out the state.

Jonathan now qualifies to compete
in the state-wide grand prize round of
the “Art That’s Good Enough to Eat”
contest where his submission will
compete with local bakery-cafe win-
ners from other Panera Bread loca-
tions for a chance to win the grand,
second and third prizes of $5,000,
$2,500 and $1,000. The grand prize
round of the “Art That’s Good Enough
to Eat” contest will take place in

January 2006 where entries will be
reviewed and judged by representa-
tives of Panera Bread and the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey.

Concurrent with the awarding of
these prizes, Panera Bread will make
an additional matching donation to
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey in honor of the conclusion of
the contest.

“The first annual ‘Art That’s Good
Enough to Eat’ contest is proving to
be a tremendous success and we are
very pleased with the students’ eager-
ness to participate,” said Jim Nawn,
Fenwick’s Managing Member. “We
are proud to celebrate the creativity
of Jonathan and, at the same time,
support the efforts of the Community
FoodBank, who are so passionate in
their efforts to help New Jersey’s
neediest families.”

War on Christmas Ignores
The Holiday’s Message

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

WF’s Mucci to Attend
Presidential Program
WESTFIELD – Alexander Mucci

of Westfield will attend the Presi-
dential Classroom’s (PC) National
Security in a Democracy Program
from July 15 to 22, 2006, in Wash-
ington, D.C.

With Washington, D.C. as the class-
room, PC’s mission is to provide the
highest quality civic education pro-
grams for outstanding high school stu-
dents. For nearly four decades, more
than 115,000 students from across the
United States and around the world
have attended PC’s weeklong pro-
grams, gaining knowledge, insight and
experience from this extraordinary
educational opportunity.

PC expands students’ knowledge of
politics, government and roles and re-
sponsibilities of institutions and orga-
nizations involved in policymaking.
Students gain insights into the com-
plexities of the policymaking process,
as well as the interaction between gov-
ernment and policy formation first-
hand, through seminars and site visits
in Washington.

For more information about PC,
visit www.presidentialclassroom.org.

SP School Participating
In Community Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Magnet High School is one
of 30 high schools selected by the
state Department of Education to par-
ticipate in a three-year pilot program
requiring juniors to complete 15 hours
of community service before gradu-
ating. The pilot program, part of a bill
Acting Governor Richard Codey
signed into law in September, makes
New Jersey the second state in the
nation to require community service
for high school students.

By KATE MCGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This Christmas season has been an
interesting one, to say the least. For
years, people have argued during the
Christmas season whether stores
should say ‘Merry Christmas’ or
‘Happy Holidays.’ Yet this year, the
“war” on Christmas seems to be get-
ting a little out of hand.

Books, such as “The War on Christ-
mas: How the Liberal Plot to Ban the
Sacred Christian Holiday is Worse than
you Thought,” by John Gibson, are
being published, department stores are
being boycotted by the American Fam-
ily Association for saying “Happy Holi-
days” instead of “Merry Christmas,”
and wristbands similar to the
“Livestrong” bands are made with the
inscription, “Just Say Merry Christ-
mas.”

Even Fox news host Bill O’Reilly
accused “Happy Holidays” support-
ers of being part of a “secular pro-
gressive agenda... to get Christianity
and spirituality and Judaism out of
the public square.” The whole idea of
political correctness during the Christ-
mas season is becoming ridiculous.

Personally, I think that people are
getting too stressed out over the small
details of the Christmas season, such
as the fact that department stores
might say “Happy Holidays” instead
of “Merry Christmas.”

Department stores decorate up the
kazoo for Christmas. Lord and Taylor
in New York City decorates their fa-
mous windows that depict some type
of Christmas scene, Macy’s adorns
their main entrance with a huge Christ-
mas tree made of Christmas lights.
The spirit of Christmas can also be
seen with the tree at Rockefeller Cen-
ter, and the Christmas specials,
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer and
A Charlie Brown Christmas, aired on
NBC and CBS. Not to mention the 25
Days of Christmas on ABC Family.

You can also hear Christmas music
24/7 on radio stations such as 106.7.
Yet the fact that some stores say “Happy
Holidays” instead of “Merry Christ-
mas” puts everyone into hysteria, and
pushes the real focus of the Christmas
season onto more trivial issues.

Believe it or not, everyone has his
or her own political agenda. Stores

that refrain from saying “Merry
Christmas” don’t want to alienate their
customers by supporting one specific
holiday. As reported in Adam Cohen’s
Op-Ed piece in the New York Times,
Home Depot stated that, “In order to
avoid endorsing a particular set of
beliefs and to encourage the diversity
we desire, The Home Depot has cho-
sen to refer to this time of year as the
‘Holiday Season’.”

Mr. Cohen also reported that, “The
percentage of the population that de-
scribes itself as Christian has declined
to 77 percent in 2000, from 86 per-
cent in 1990.” In a country that is
home to a wide range of diversities,
stores need to recognize all religious
and ethnic groups.

Furthermore, O’Reilly and the rest
of FOX News are pushing their own
political agenda just as much as the
liberals they accuse of banning Christ-
mas. With their 58 segments about
“the War on Christmas” in five days
and their constant coverage of which
stores say “Happy Holidays” instead
of “Merry Christmas,” they have over-
shadowed the more important sto-
ries, such as the situation in Iraq or oil
drilling in the Arctic National Wild
Refuge.

By using scare tactics, they have
endorsed a huge controversy that has
riled up Americans, and further pre-
vented people from celebrating the
true meaning of Christmas.

The Christmas season should be a
time of peace, and a reminder to help
others. Why has Christmas now be-
come a holiday of political agendas,
where organizations are boycotting
stores because their employees don’t
say “Merry Christmas,” or whether
schools should call their vacation
winter break or Christmas break?

Christmas is supposed to be a time
of remembrance and celebration for
the coming of Jesus Christ, who was
born to save us. He wasn’t born to save
us so that we could finger-point at
opposing political parties  and wage
wars every Christmas season. He came
so he could teach us to help the less
fortunate and love one another, which
is what Christmas should be all about.

Kate McGee, of Cranford, is a jun-
ior at Mount Saint Mary Academy.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by
the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/Department of
State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the
Arts. The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible
through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American
Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer. This
national program is designed to provide orchestras with
resources and tools to support their presentation of new
music to the public and build support for new music within
their institutions.
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

A CELEBRATION OF THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE 
AMERICAN MUSICAL FEATURING STARS DIRECT

FROM THE BROADWAY STAGE
Saturday, December 31, 2005 at 7 PM  

Westfield High School, Dorian Road, Westfield NJ 

NewYearsEve 
The “Guys and Dolls”of Broadway

and Commerce Bank present

TICKETS: $50 & $25
available at Symphony Office 
224 East Broad St, Westfield, 
Tel: (908) 232-9400 
WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This New Year’s Eve, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra will present The
Guys and Dolls of Broadway, a musi-
cal revue of classics from American
theater. The performers will be stars
from the Broadway stage. The event
will take place in the auditorium of
Westfield High School and is family-
friendly. Tickets are $25 to $50, with
discounts for students and senior citi-
zens and may be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or by contacting
westfieldsymphony@yahoo.com.

* * * * * * *
The Chanukah Festival of Lights

Dinner will take place from Decem-
ber 22 – 29 at the Grain House Res-
taurant located at 225 Route 202 in
Basking Ridge. The traditional meal
of brisket and potato pancakes with
applesauce, will be served, along with
the regular menu items, and dreidels
and gelt for the kids. Call to reserve
your spot at: (908) 221-1150.

* * * * * * *
The Newark Museum’s Tibetan

collection is hosting a special exhibit,
Reflections: His Holiness, the 14th
Dalai Lama, in celebration of his re-
cent visit to New Jersey. A collection
of objects and photographs related to
the Dalai Lama will be on display at
the entrance to the museum’s Tibetan
Buddhist altar. While you are there,
get a glimpse of the holidays as they
were celebrated in the 1800’s, now
through January 8 for the annual Feast-
ing with Family and Friends: Christ-
mas in the Ballantine House. The
Museum is located at 49 Washington
Street. For hours and information call
(973) 596-6550, or log onto:
www.newarkmuseum.org.

* * * * * * *
Through January 8, there will be a

holiday celebration in historic
Princeton, at the Morven Museum
and Garden. Admission to the Festi-
val of Trees is $5 to $10, and includes
refreshments and parking. The mu-
seum is at 55 Stockton Street. Call
(609) 924-8144, or visit: http://
www.historicmorven.org.

* * * * * * *
The Bickford Theatre in the Morris

Museum will present the Steadfast Tin
Soldier on Wednesday, December 28,
at 11 a.m. Ticket are $8.50 for this
holiday classic. For information call
(973) 971-3706, or visit them on the
web at: http://www.morrismuseum.org/
static/bickford/bickford.html.

Get Outta’
The House

Itzhak Perlman Captivates NJPAC
Cora Transports Provence,
France To Westfield Gallery

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield may be
thousands of miles from Provence,
France, but in terms of art, the two
cities are closely knit neighbors, thanks
to the relationship between contem-
porary impressionist painter Cora
Alaux and Jacie Civins.

Mrs. Civins is the owner of Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery, an artistic venue that
has exhibited  Cora’s artwork for nearly
six years. On Saturday, December 10,
Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery hosted a re-
ception for Cora, who is currently on
a several weeks-long visit to the United
States.

The artist, who wants to be known
simply as “Cora,” was born Kyunj
Xwa Choi in South Korea. She moved
to Provence in 1994.

Primarily self-taught, the artist also
attended Hongik University in Seol,
where she received formal training in
visual arts.

Cora knows minimal English, and
speaks through her husband, Ber-
nard, who acts as her interpreter.

According to Mr. Alaux, Cora
works in a studio in her flat near the
center of the town in the area of
Provence known as Uzes. She often
begins a painting by hopping on her
bicycle and taking a ride to the coun-
tryside. Cora prefers to work from
nature directly, instead of from a pho-
tograph.

Painting is a process, the author
explained through her husband. She
first makes a sketch, and then paints
what she calls “first colors.” Then, she
comes back to the canvas and adds
other colors to it, both pastels and oils.

The result is color-rich landscapes
and still-lives that transport the viewer
directly to the French countryside.

Cora has exhibited at the Newman
Galleries in Philadelphia as well as in
North Carolina, Miami and Naples,
Fla.

“Cora is very diversified,” ex-
plained Mrs. Civins, who added that
Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery has sold ap-
proximately 30 of Cora’s paintings
over the last five years.

The reception in Cora’s honor gave
her a chance to personally meet some
of the collectors of her work.

Cora’s renditions of France are on
permanent display at Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, located at 549 South Av-
enue, Westfield. For gallery hours,
contact the gallery at (908) 232-
0412.

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times

The realm of classical music is a
funny thing. All over the world, bril-
liant musicians dedicate hundreds of
hours to mastering their craft; they
devote themselves wholly to music,
giving the majority of their waking
hours to practicing their instrument,
spending years working their way up
the orchestral ladder, fielding count-
less auditions and conquering a count-
less number of pieces by a countless
number of composers. They are tal-
ented beyond words, and yet the vast,
vast majority of them lead a life of
complete anonymity. The point of clas-
sical music performance begins and
ends with the music and its composer;
often, the face of the person who
provides that music fades. It is almost
the complete opposite of the rock
music world; the personality behind
the music is as important as a song
itself, so the musician becomes fa-
mous along with his music.

So there has to be something truly
extraordinary about the classical mu-
sic virtuoso, the one face that stands
out among a whole sea of similarly
skilled musicians. It is something more
than technical proficiency; there is a
whole different, immeasurable kind
of talent – an emotional connection
with music that manifests itself in a
musician’s interpretation of a
composer’s work, a gift for perform-
ing music in a way that breathes life
into it and allows an audience to expe-
rience that music on a deeper level
than just notes and sounds.

On November 27, a sellout crowd
at the New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) in Newark witnessed
that kind of otherworldly talent from
a true virtuoso. World-famous violin-
ist Itzhak Perlman performed an ex-
hilarating, provocative set of classical
and contemporary works to a capti-
vated, receptive audience in a truly
inspiring recital.

The setting for the performance was
striking. NJPAC’s gorgeous Pruden-
tial Hall played host to the recital, and
upon first entering the hall, the lone

piano, music stand and chair on stage
seemed dwarfed by the backdrop of
huge sound-directing panels. But as
soon as Mr. Perlman and piano ac-
companist Rohan de Silva played their
first notes, the enormous strength of
their performance rendered their min-
iature visual appearance rather ironic.
The audience sat in a great hall in the
presence of this tremendous musical
force, yet the performance was so
intimate and so accessible – a rare
delight. Indeed, the title of the pro-
gram, “A Conversation with Itzhak
Perlman,” captured the feel of the
recital perfectly.

Mr. Perlman opened the program
with Johann Sebastian Bach’s Sonata

No. 4 in c minor and immediately
mesmerized all in attendance with his
command of his instrument and his
acute sense of the kinds of phrasing
and dynamic treatment each move-
ment required. The interplay between
Mr. Perlman and Mr. de Silva was
extraordinary; in the mark of what
makes a great musician (as opposed to
merely a great soloist), Mr. Perlman
never tried to hide Mr. de Silva’s piano
themes, allowing the pair to engage in
convincing musical dialogue.

The real highlight of the recital was
Mr. Perlman’s interpretation of Ber-
lin-born Lukas Foss’s “Three Ameri-
can Pieces,” a trio of short pieces penned
in 1944, a few years after the composer
moved to the United States. Each of
the three works assumed its own tone
and asserted its own thematic and rhyth-
mic ideas, yet they complimented each
other quite nicely – a musical reflec-
tion of the many facets of American
life. Mr. Perlman moved from navigat-
ing the tricky harmonic passages of
“Early Song” to generating the drama
of “Dedication” with an intense dy-
namic buildup and a wistful, fading
closing line. “Composer’s Holiday,”
the jovial final part of the work, drew
on pizzicato passages and a rhythmic
gallop effect to evoke the sentiments
the title of the piece suggests.

Mr. Perlman even treated the audi-
ence to his comedic side; he an-
nounced from the stage the titles of
the Fritz Kreisler works that made up
his encore, complete with little quips
and side commentary, several times
drawing chuckles from the audience.
His conversational tone somehow
added a new depth to his performance
persona – the prolific violin master’s
informal banter allowed the audience
to see him really reveling in the music
he played and understanding the art
of communicating with an audience
within a live performance.

When a solo instrument is so ex-
posed, even the most minor slips can
seem magnified. The mark of the true
virtuoso is not to play without flaw
but rather to provide such breathtak-
ing moments of musical transcen-
dence that any little blemishes are
immediately forgotten. This was Mr.
Perlman’s gift to his audience; he
provided so many brilliant, beautiful
phrases that he made the whole hall
come wonderfully, musically alive.

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANGEL TREE…Middle school teachers and students at the Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison gather to select a name and buy a present for a child in need this
holiday season. Coordinators of the angel tree - student council adviser Nancy
Duddy of Westfield, left, and English teacher Mary Norris of Flemington helped
set up the trio of trees with the names of the children who have an incarcerated
parent. Eighth grader Brett Murray of Scotch Plains, center, is first to make his
selection from the wooden angels. The presents will be wrapped by the student
council officers and members and will be gathered for distribution by the
Reverend Cecelia Logan from the Plainfield United Methodist Church.

Itzhak Perlman performs at NJPAC

THE ARTIST KNOWN AS....“Cora”
poses with her husband, Bernard
Alaux, and daughter, Song Hee, in
front of a wall featuring her paintings
at Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery, in
Westfield. The Gallery held a recep-
tion in Cora’s honor on December 10.

Broadway ‘Guys and Dolls’
Ring In New Year’s In WF

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A hallmark of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) has been its annual New Year’s
Eve Broadway-revue concert, attract-
ing Broadway stars and sellout audi-
ences. This year, the orchestra pre-
sents “The Guys and Dolls of Broad-
way,” a program featuring classic
Broadway show tunes penned by a
variety of the genre’s most beloved
composers in a performance that will
feature both current and veteran
Broadway singers.

In the past, the WSO’s New Year’s
Eve concerts have each featured works
by two Broadway composers (last
year’s concert highlighted Andrew
Lloyd Webber and Stephen
Sondheim), but this year, the orches-
tra is taking the concert’s concept in a
new direction. “This year, we will
celebrate the classics of the Broad-
way stage,” said Mr. Wroe. “We will
feature well-known pieces by a wide
variety of Broadway composers.”

Highlights of this year’s show will
be such standards as Irving Berlin’s
“There’s No Business Like Show
Business” and Jerome Kerns’ “Smoke
Gets In Your Eyes.”

The veteran singers who will head-
line the WSO performance are so-
prano Rita Harvey, who is currently
starring as Hodel in Fiddler on the
Roof on Broadway and has performed
the role of Christine Daee in the Broad-
way production of The Phantom of
the Opera, and soprano/mezzo-so-
prano Sandy Binion, a comedic singer
who has appeared on Broadway in
Jane Eyre: The Musical and on televi-
sion in All My Children and The So-
pranos. Tenor Keith Buterbaugh, who
has played both the Phantom and Raul
in Broadway and national tour pro-
ductions of The Phantom of the Op-
era, and baritone Charles Bergell,
whose credits include Jean Valjean in
the Broadway and national touring
productions of Les Miserables and
Mssr. Andre in the second national
tour of Phantom of the Opera, will
also star in the WSO performance.

The WSO began its New Year’s Eve
concert tradition as one of several
attractions at Westfield’s now-defunct
“First Night” New Year’s Eve activi-
ties initiative. “After Westfield stopped
doing ‘First Night,’ we wanted to carry
the flag and continue to provide the
public with cultural activities on New
Year’s Eve,” said Mr. Wroe.

As an independent program, the
WSO’s New Year’s Eve concert con-
cept expanded from its original clas-
sical-music performance to a more
accessible, family-oriented Broad-
way-themed performance. Mr. Wroe’s
working relationships with multiple
Broadway composers and performers
have each year drawn a new set of
current Broadway stars to headline
the WSO concert.

Last year, more than 200 people
over-attended the performance, Mr.
Wroe estimated, prompting a venue
change for this year’s concert.
Westfield High School’s (WHS) newly
renovated auditorium will host the
WSO this New Year’s Eve, allowing
accommodations for a 1,000-person
audience. Even with the expanded
seating capacity, the WSO expects a
sellout crowd for the event, and tick-
ets are “selling fast,” noted WSO Op-

erations Manager Elizabeth Ryan.
Significantly, said Mr. Wroe, this

will be the third in the WSO’s series
of non-subscription concerts this con-
cert season – “We are working with
new presentations of the symphony,”
he said, “and we are moving away
from pure classical concerts to be
more accessible and relevant to the
general public.”

In keeping with the spirit of
Westfield’s “First Night,” the WSO’s
show is very family-oriented, he said.
“If there was ever a show that families
could come and see together, this is it
– we’ll be performing top-notch ren-
ditions of classics in the comical, lyri-
cal and dramatic spheres. The show is
going to be all-around fun.”

“This is an adventure in popular
music culture,” Mr. Wroe said. “[The
WSO is] becoming ever more rel-
evant to a broader New Jersey audi-
ence.”

The hour-and-a-half concert will
begin at 7 p.m. on Saturday, December
31 in the WHS auditorium, located at
550 Dorian Road in Westfield. For
more information or to purchase tick-
ets ($50 for adults, $25 for children),
contact the WSO office at (908) 232-
9400 or visit one of the WSO ticket
outlets – The Town Book Store (255
East Broad Street, Westfield), Martin
Jewelers (12 North Avenue West,
Cranford) or Beautiful Things (1878
East Second Street, Scotch Plains).
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Crafty Kitchen Closes, Marks The
End Of The ‘Go Ask Alice’ Era

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – There have been
many crafting conundrums in my
33-year-old life. From figuring out
the best weather-resistant sealant for
glass painting as a 30-something
adult to selecting the perfect felt for
my Holy Communion banner in
grade school, I’ve always been able
to follow my mother’s advice and
“go ask Alice.”

But, after 36 years in business, Alice
Lefebvre and her husband, Rich, will be
retiring and closing the doors to the Crafty
Kitchen on North Avenue in Garwood on
January 15, ending an era for many arti-
sans and crafts persons who have turned
to the Lefebvres for their personalized
attention and expertise.

Her pockets filled with farewell notes
penned by youngsters, Mrs. Lefebvre
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in a telephone
interview, “We’ve known our custom-
ers as they’ve grown up and we’re really
going to miss people. We just hope
we’ve made an impact on people’s lives
and taught them creativity.”

The Crafty Kitchen began as a
candle shop on Centennial Avenue in
Cranford, The Candle Kitchen. The
Lefebvres moved their store to South
Union Avenue in Cranford, then 300
North Avenue in Garwood (now
Added Attractions, which is owned
by their daughter), and then Chestnut
Street in Union before returning to
their current locale at 477 North Av-
enue in Garwood.

The Lefebvres announced the clos-
ing of their family-owned, indepen-
dent craft store with a special mes-
sage to treasured customers on their
website, www.crafty-kitchen.com
and with fluorescent signs in their
windows. Many customers, Mrs.
Lefebvre noted, have said that they
are saddened by the announcement,
but wish them well.

For example, on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17, when The Leader/Times stopped
by to snap a photo of The Lefebvres,
the shop was filled with such custom-
ers who stopped to tell the couple about
how much they would be missed. Many
of the shelves were bare, some prices
slashed to 50 percent, yards of ribbon
purchased spools and all, and employ-
ees relating how the store has been a
part of their personal histories.

Why is the closing of this craft shop
more poignant that the closing of an
A.C. Moore or Michael’s chain store?

With every changing trend in the
crafting industry, The Lefebvres have
stayed on the cutting edge, while
maintaining a warm family atmo-

sphere in their stores. Every product
on every shelf features an example of
how it can be used and special project
ideas that go beyond the norm.

When you had a quandary or need
the confidence to start a new craft, Alice
and her band of long-standing merry
employees (young and old) had the
answers and provided the encourage-
ment. They weren’t just employees earn-
ing a paycheck, they were members of
a family with the training and knowl-
edge of every craft product and the
willingness to share their talents.

Sadly, many customers, and even
The Lefebvres themselves, acknowl-
edge employees in the franchise craft
stores are not as eager to help. In my
experience, clad in their predictable
uniforms, they are more likely to dodge
customers and less likely to know their
products or the crafting industry in
general. They could never answer all

of the questions I’ve brought to Mrs.
Lefebvre over the years.

My mother introduced me to crafts
at such a tender age. Often we would
stroll the aisles of the Garwood and
Union locations after a doctor’s ap-
pointment, to mark a special mother/
daughter day out, or to simply dis-
cover the latest craft trend to try at
home.

Around the bend, we always found
Mrs. Lefebvre – a welcoming smile,
a warm greeting, and a fount of
knowledge that can never be replaced.

Westfield Boy Cast in
NJ Ballet’s Nutcracker
WESTFIELD – Nine-year-old

Spencer Pascal was cast as a soldier
in the New Jersey Ballet’s perfor-
mance of Nutcracker at the Paper
Mill Playhouse. The play, which be-
gan December 16, is running until
Monday, December 26.

Spencer, a fourth grade student at
Redeemer Lutheran School, started
his dance career at the age of two and
a half under to guidance of Joanne
Carey, owner of the Westfield School
of Dance.

Last year, Spencer was accepted to
study with New Jersey Ballet in
Livingston where he dances twelve
hours a week. All this work is to
maintain his focus of pursuing a ca-
reer in dance with goals of Broadway,
New York City Ballet and eventually
teaching in his own studio.

For ticket information, contact the
box office at (973) 376-4343 or New
Jersey Ballet at (973) 597-9600.

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPECIAL FAREWELL...Alice and Rich Lefebvre, owners of the Crafty Kitchen
in Garwood, will be closing their independent craft shop in mid-January and
retiring. Over the past 30 years, the store has served generations of customers (all
who have been bidding the Lefebvres cheerful and bittersweet farewells) in varied
locations in Garwood, Union and Cranford.

Fall Drama Ghetto A Success In
Newly-renovated Auditorium

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The new lights came
up in the Westfield High School (WHS)
Auditorium for the first time last Fri-
day as the WHS Drama Department
presented its first performance of this
year’s fall drama, The Ghetto, by Is-
raeli playwright Joshua Sobol.

The Ghetto, which premiered in
Berlin in 1984, focuses on the hard-
ships of a theater company made up
of residents of the Vilna ghetto in
Poland from 1941 through 1943.

The action began with a preface by
the Srulik, played by Aaron Eisenberg,
as an old man recalling his experi-
ences at Vilna, particularly the events
leading up to the company’s tragic
final performance.

Mr. Eisenberg, who shifts between
playing a young boy and a reminis-
cent old man, enthusiastically and
believably takes on both roles, all the
while mastering the Eastern Euro-
pean accent that is used by almost the
entire cast.

As the curtain came up, the audi-
ence was greeted by a convincing set
of a World War II ghetto, complete
with dilapidated huts, gritty walls and
barbed wire. Set designer Roy Cham-
bers and the student scenic artists did
a spectacular job.

Max Lazar made a conniving, dan-
gerous Kittel, the S.S. officer in charge
of the ghetto. The tension created on
stage between he and the Jewish char-
acters set the troubled tone for the
production. Zal Spialter played Jew-
ish police chief Gens with convic-
tion, portraying his character’s con-
flicting duties to his position as the

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A THEATRE IN A GRAVEYARD…Gens (Zal Spialter) presents Srulik (Aaron
Eisenberg) with the details for a theatre production to take place in the ghetto,
where 50,000 residents were killed only a week before.

ghetto’s authority figure and his sta-
tus as a Jew.

Nick Williams gave an outstanding
performance as the librarian Kruk,
delivering his soliloquies and engag-
ing in heated dialogues with impas-
sioned energy.

Georgia Mierswa and Alex
Forstenhausler played their charac-
ters enthusiastically, and Chloe
Zeitounian captured the audience’s
undivided attention in her roles as a
member of the theatre company and a
doctor who is struggling to determine
how to disburse limited medication.

Adding contrast to the overall dark
mood of the play was the comic relief
provided by the dummy Djugan,
played by James Seip, who flung his
body around on stage in the manner
of a puppet, encouraging others to act
on their desires and cutting a comical,
and believable, appearance.

Music students performed in the
small ensemble on stage, which ac-
companied the play, under a part of
the set. The play was scored with
occasional instrumental accompani-
ment for scene changes and company
musical numbers. Students Ben Baron
and Toni Ma directed the group, and
students did the orchestrations.

The performance was a resounding
success for the first production to
take place in the newly-renovated
WHS auditorium. Despite construc-
tion delays moving back the dates of
the show and even canceling
Thursday’s scheduled performance,
the action was well choreographed
on stage and the cast and crew proved
skillful in their use of the new light-
ing and sound equipment.

Congratulations go to Director Joe
Nierle and all those involved for a
wonderful show. If The Ghetto serves
as an indicator, the WHS spring pro-
duction of Jesus Christ Superstar is
sure to be a treat.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
IN THE GHETTO…Nick Williams
cuts a dashing figure as Kruk, the li-
brarian and revolutionary who opposes
the authority of Kittel and Gens and
works to record the events of the ghetto.
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New Year’s SpecialNew Year’s SpecialNew Year’s SpecialNew Year’s SpecialNew Year’s Special
Traditional Honey Baked Virginia Ham!

• 6 to 8 lb. Baked Virginia Ham with a Honey Glaze
• 4 lbs. Vegetable Medley with Asparagus, Carrots, String Beans etc.

• 4 lbs. Glazed Carrots
• 5 lbs. Oven Roasted Potatoes

• Dinner Rolls
• Cookies and Brownie Squares

$149$149$149$149$149
For Party of Ten to Twelve

(with leftovers)

Spencer Pascal

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
INSPECTION…Kittel (Max Lazar)
interrogates Hayyah (Georgia
Mierswa), who he believes to be in
possession of contraband goods.


