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Winter Session 
Begins Tuesday

December 27, 2005
•

Register through
December 29, 2005

•
All Classes are on the

Cranford Campus
•

Earn a Full Semester of
credit in 3 weeks

•
For information 

call 908-709-7518 
– or – visit us online at

www.ucc.edu

3
+3
1

weeks
credit
hours =
completed
course

requirement.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 54th year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Jan. 30th, 2006.

  MELLAS
ORTHODONTICS, P.A.

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

STELLA P. MELLAS, DDS, MS
NJ Specialty License #5371

Board Certified
American Board of Orthodontics

is pleased to announce 
the opening of her practice in

Berkeley Heights
(908) 665-0244

Hackettstown
(908) 850-6618&

“Providing Quality Care Orthodontics with Individualized Attention”

Now Accepting Patients
Convenient Hours: Evenings & Saturdays

www.mellasortho.com

Auditions for Ira Levin’s
Deathtrap In December

WHS Performs Sobol’s
Ghetto This Weekend

GHETTO…Joshua Sobol’s play Ghetto will be performed this weekend by the
Westfield High School drama department. Dealing with a theatre group in the
Vilna, Lithuania ghetto during World War II, cast members, from left to right, are
Mike Burns, Jennifer Kujawski, Arielle Smelkinson, Mike Tannenbaum and Zal
Spialter. In the background are Kate Douglas, James Hooper-Hamersley, Alex
Forstenhausler, Max Lazar and Bobby O’Rourke. A matinee performance is on
Thursday at 3:30 p.m. with evening performances on Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.

WESTFIELD – Ghetto, the Westfield
High School fall drama by Israeli play-
wright Joshua Sobol, will be presented
this weekend. This play is one third of
Sobol’s The Ghetto Triptych, which is
three related plays, including Adam
and Underground. Show times are a
matinee show on Thursday, December
15 at 3:30 p.m. and evening perfor-
mances on Friday and Saturday, De-
cember 16 and 17 at 8 p.m. in the
Westfield High School Auditorium, 550
Dorian Road in Westfield. All tickets
are general admission at $7.

Ghetto is the story of a theatre com-
pany in the Vilna, Lithuania ghetto dur-
ing its World War II Nazi Occupation. It
is based on diaries from camp personnel
and shows how this theatre group re-
sponds to despair with song, satire and
criticism of the Nazi regime. This play-
within-a -play contains actual songs sung
in the ghetto and was inspired by an
actual historical theatre that operated
from 1942-1943 in this Jewish ghetto.

Leading the camp personnel are:

Aaron Eisenberg as Srulik, James Seip
as his dummy, Max Lazar as Kittel,
Georgia Mierswa as Hayyah, Zal
Spialter as Gens, Alex Forstenhausler
as Weiskopf, Nick Williams as Kruk,
Billy Geltzeiler as The Hassid and
Mike Burns as Dressler and Avrom.

Theatre Company actors are Arielle
Smelkinson as Yosef, Jennifer Kujawski
as Judith, Chloe Zeitounian as Ooma,
and Mike Tannenbaum as Yitshok. Com-
pleting the supporting cast are James
Hooper-Hamersley, Erin Scialabba, Kate
Douglas, Patrina Caruana, Bobby
O’Rourke, Ellen Scariati, Lauren Farrell,
Dara Silverman and Lindsay Ryan.
Ghetto musicians include Kate Dou-
glas, Natalie Narotsky, Rachael Kreutzer,
Samantha Ritter and Eriene Sidhom.
Ben Baron directs musical pieces.

The  production team includes Roy
Chambers, WHS art teacher, scenic
artist and set design, and stage man-
agers Charlie Tripp and Tim Mathews.

For more information on the show,
call (908) 789-4549.

Comedy Helps Political
Issues Become Relevant
By JESSICA RIEGEL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Instead of tuning into the network
news to keep up with current events,
many young Americans are now flip-
ping to Comedy Central.

A growing number of viewers are
getting most or all of their news in-
formation from comedic media such
as “The Daily Show with Jon
Stewart,” a mock-news show that sa-
tirically reports on world events, poli-
tics and pop culture. Over the past
few years, the humorous approach to
serious issues has become more popu-
lar, appealing to young viewers and
effectively capturing their attention.

During the 2004 elections, “The
Daily Show” attracted more 18 to 34
year-olds than cable news channels,
reported the National Annenberg
Election Survey. The survey also
found that “Daily Show” viewers
knew more about election issues than
people who regularly read newspa-
pers or watched television news.

Studies by the Pew Research Cen-
ter show that younger Americans
spend much less time focused on the
news than their older counterparts.
Whether the younger demographics
are becoming too apathetic to care or
just too busy to concentrate, their
interest in current events has been
fading. At the same time, comical
approaches to relaying the news have
become more prevalent. Comedy
helps make political issues that may
seem irrelevant or boring become
more personal, quicker to communi-
cate, and easier to understand.

The aim of satire, by definition, is
to expose foolishness and foster re-
form through exposure of folly.
Throughout history, it has been used
as a vehicle for social and political
criticism. In past interviews, Stewart

claimed his program is strictly for
entertainment, not for news purposes
or a call for reform. However, popular
opinion is proving him wrong. The
Pew study found that 21 percent of
those under 30 get their news exclu-
sively from comedy sources like “The
Daily Show” and “Saturday Night
Live,” a 100 percent increase in view-
ers from four years ago.

By highlighting the hypocrisies of
politicians and the absurdities of as-
pects of the democratic process,
Stewart does more than elicit laughs
from his audience; he forces them to
think and evaluate what they have
heard.

Whether it was the original inten-
tion of “The Daily Show” or not, the
satirical approach to capturing young
viewers has been working well and
has been emulated by other media.
TBS recently aired “Earth to
America,” a comedy show, to raise
awareness about global warming.
Rather than hosting a night of facts
and activist pleas, comedians such as
Robin Williams and Will Ferrell poked
fun at global warming and how people
are responding to it. By laughing at
the problem, “Earth to America” ef-
fectively engaged its audience, sub-
liminally heightening interest in fight-
ing global warming.

It is unsettling that such a large
percentage of the public seems to
have such little concern over serious
topics without some sort of gimmick
involved. Still, for a responsible citi-
zenry and a bright future, Americans
need to revive their waning interest in
current events. If a method can effec-
tively spread information and keep
the public involved, it is worth being
used. Maybe comedy is the answer.

Jessica Riegel is a junior at Westfield
High School.

WESTFIELD –Director of Westfield
Community Players (WCP) John Correll
is holding open auditions for the Ira
Levin thriller Deathtrap on Saturday,
December 17 and Sunday, December
18 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the WCP theater
at 1000 North Avenue West in Westfield.
For information, call (908) 232-9568.

Play rehearsals will start in early
January for performances on March
4, 10, 11, 17 and 18.

The suspense builds as Clifford Ander-
son sends his mentor Sidney Bruhl a
copy of his first attempt at playwriting.
The play Deathtrap is so perfect in its
construction that Sidney schemes to steal
the script and market it as his own. But
shortly after Clifford arrives, it’s not
clear who is double crossing whom to
become the toast of Broadway.

The cast requirements are as fol-
lows:

Sidney Bruhl (The Writer): Any-
where from age 45 to 65. Very sharp
“British-style” wit. Must be able to
project a sense of fun on stage, even
when things are going very wrong.

Myra Bruhl (Sidney’s Wife): 45 to
55. Attractive, a bit fragile (due to
heart condition), very sweet, self-ef-
facing lady who loves Sydney very
much.

Clifford Anderson (The Young
Writer): 20s. Athletic looking. Must
be able to look naïve in the beginning
and, later, very menacing. He also
needs to be able to have fun on stage.

Helga Ten Dorp (The Neighbor):
Woman 40s to 60s. A psychic from
Holland. Big gestures, wild mood swings,
a completely bizarre human being.

Porter Milgram (The Lawyer): Man
50s to 60s. Very straight-laced but with
a sense of humor. The opposite of Helga.

Registration Underway for
NJWA Winter Programs

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), lo-
cated at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, is currently registering stu-
dents for courses in its winter pro-
gram schedule.

The Music Studio, which offers
private vocal and instrumental music
lessons to both children and adults,
will begin its 14-week winter session
on January 2. Beginning to advanced
level students may enroll for 30-, 45-
or 60-minute lessons in strings, gui-
tar, woodwinds, brass, percussion,
piano or voice.

The Music  Studio is open Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
and on Saturdays, from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. Lessons, given by a professional
staff, are arranged at a time that is
convenient to both the instructor and
student.

Group lessons are also offered in
the Kids on Keys program, which
helps children to learn piano funda-
mentals through Musique Rapid.
Taught by Susannah Marks, the sys-
tem includes a take-home kit with a
keyboard and game board. Classes
are currently being held on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays.

The Music Studio also offers op-
portunities for area musicians to play
in its diverse bands, orchestras, and
ensembles. These include the Full
Count Big Band, the NJWA Concert
Band, The Alphorn Workshop and
Ensemble, the NJWA Symphony Or-
chestra, the String Ensemble, the Sat-

urday Chamber Orchestra and the
Monday Morning String Ensemble.

Kids ‘n’ Arts, a drop-off program
in art, music and theater for children
ages three through five, will be held
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-
days. The 15 two-hour sessions are
offered from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. beginning January
24. Taught by Diane Burkam and
Valerie Pineda, children are encour-
aged to create arts and crafts while
listening to Mozart.

Kids learn about rhythm and pitch
using their voices, and percussion
and tonal instruments. This winter
session also includes learning to play
the recorder. In the theater segment,
children learn to express themselves
through acting, theater games, cre-
ative movement, dance, puppetry and
pantomime.

For more information on The Mu-
sic Studio and Kids ‘N’ Arts, or any
NJWA program, call (908) 789-9696.
Also visit NJWA on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Richards Inducted
Into Epsilon Pi Tau

WESTFIELD –Westfield’s David
Richards is among the 24 Millersville
University of Pennsylvania students
recently inducted into Epsilon Pi Tau,
Beta Phi Chapter (MU). Epsilon Pi
Tau is the international honorary for
professions in technology. David is
majoring in Technology Education.


