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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Recalling Westfield’s Best,
Adelaar to Zimmer/Zorge

Over the next few weeks, many
families will be getting together again
to celebrate the holidays. It’s a special
time of the year, and an especially
good time to recall the great memo-
ries of times spent together when ev-
erybody was younger, and their lives
were all still ahead of them.

It’s not as easy as A-B-C to come up
with things like this, and I sure hope I
didn’t forget some obvious names,
but here’s an attempt to capture one
person’s memories of Westfield High
School, its athletes and coaches, from
A to Z.

(Things got especially difficult with
M, as in MacCloskey, Mannino,
McGorty, Monninger, Morash, Mor-
ris, Mueller, Myers and others.)

A is for Adelaar, the brothers Bob,
Pete and Rick, all football and wres-
tling standouts in the 1960s.

B is for Brewster and Byrne, two
dynastic WHS families; the Brewsters
included football/baseball Bob, foot-
ball/track Brad, wrestler Daryl and
football/baseball Roger; the Byrne
athletes included Tommy (Holy Trin-
ity), Fred, Paul, Robert, John and Billy,
along with sisters Mary Jo and Terri.

C is for Campbell and Clarkson;
Chris Campbell being arguably the
greatest freestyle wrestler in New Jer-
sey history, and Walt Clarkson among
the finest coaches in state history, all
sports included.

D is for Dowling, a family that
produced four WHS captains, foot-
ball linebackers Kevin, Todd and
Marc, and Tara, a fine softball catcher.

E is for Elmuccio, sensational run-
ner Matt and sister Julie, one of the
finest gymnasts the town ever pro-
duced.

F is for Freeman, Spittin’ Joe, the
football, basketball and baseball
coaching legend of the late-1930s into
the mid-’50s, whose son Jody was a
basketball/baseball standout at WHS
in the late 1950s.

G is for Goski and Gottlick, prolific
producers of athletes at WHS; basket-
ball Ken, football Joe, basketball Tim
and Rich, football/lacrosse Paul and
softball Karen Goski; and the amaz-
ing Gottlick wrestling clan of state
champion Rich, Jerry, Phil and Will,
along with diver Annmarie, captain of
the first WHS girls swim team.

H is for Harbaugh, Harvey and
Howarth; Greg and Paul Harbaugh were
solid football players in the 1970s, and
brother Mark has fathered runner/
swimmer Carolyn and footballin’ Mark
and Will; the Harvey brothers of foot-
ball/wrestling fame included Pete,
Dave, Bob and Chris; the Howarths
gave us baseballers Mount and Bob in
the 1930s, and Mount’s sons Marty
and Jim in the ’60s.

I is for Infantino, Gerry Sr., who
helped construct the WHS baseball
field behind Edison Intermediate
School, and sons Gerry Jr. and Chris,
both topnotch baseballers.

J is for Jackson, a family that gave
us wrestler Tom, footballers Mark,
Paul and Dave, and early girl sports
superstars Eileen and Mary.

K is for Kehler, the finest football
coach, Gary, and Glen, the best foot-
ball player ever at WHS, plus wrestler
Todd and halfback Doug.

L is for Love, a family that’s given
us “five generations of Love,” starting
with Roger Sr., then basketballin’
Roger Jr., Roger III, Traci, Chris and
Amanda.

M is for McGinley, the football fam-
ily of the 1940s for WHS and coach Joe
Freeman, with lineman Ed, all-state
end/linebacker Gerry and scoring ma-
chine Rick, who all later starred at the
University of Pennsylvania. (Dad Ed
was a tackle on the original New York
Giants in 1925, and Gerry’s son John is
a TV star on Scrubs.)

N is for Nichols, All-American
swimmer Danny (Class of 1961), who
died much too young serving his coun-
try in Vietnam.

O is for Odenkirk, Bill, the long-
time and legendary football and wres-
tling coach at Roosevelt Junior High
School.

P is for Pfeiffer, a family that gave
us basketball/baseballers Art in the
mid-1930s and Al in the late-’30s,
who later gave us pitcher John, and
football/basketball standout Tom.

R is for Reddy, the point guard-
playing brothers Tom, Mark and Steve,
who helped put and keep WHS on the
basketball map in the 1960s and early
’70s.

S is for Schmidt/Selert, as in two-
time state tennis champion Kim
Schmidt, whose brother Greg was a
star wrestler, and husband Scott Selert,
a football/wrestle/baseball star whose
brothers John and Carl also wrestled.
Kim and Scott’s daughter Kirsten
captained the 2005 girls swim team.

T is for Taylor and Turner; Taylor a
family that gave us footballin’ Percy
just before World War I, basketball/
baseball Bill in the late ’30s, footballin’
Bill in the early ’70s, and daughter
Marci, whose marriage to footballin’
John Tourtellotte gave us soccer su-
perstars Amy, Stacey and Lexi; the
Turners include legendary Westfield
Merchants manager Robert, son
Monte who played some minor league
baseball, and his son Lamont, a super
football/basketball/baseballer in the
late ’90s.

U is for Urciuoli, a family whose
WHS roots started in the 1930s with
Dom, Anthony, Joe and Bill, contin-
ued into the mid-1960s with football
center Bob, whose daughter Natalie
was a standout defenseperson on the
first WHS boys ice hockey team in
1995.

V is for Victory, as in something
WHS has done as well as any New
Jersey school for a long time.

W is for Wilson, a family that gave
us football center George, his full-
back brother Bud, and George’s sons
Jack and Joe, both All-American
swimmers in the early 1970s, and
Williams, a family that gave us three-
sport standout Amy, and fireballing

right-handers Kris and Matt on the
baseball field.

X is for Francis X. Scott, the former
WHS assistant principal and father of
’80s standout swimmers Erin, Allison
and Kelly.

Y is for Yatcilla, a family of foot-
ball/baseballers that included Dave,
Jeff and Roddy, plus their uncles Tony
and Nino Carnevale.

Z is for Zimmer and Zorge; last in
the alphabet, but Dick Zimmer and
Les Zorge were two of the all-time
football coaches at WHS, Dick as an
assistant/associate from 1963-79, Les
as the head man from 1957-60, who
set the wheels in motion for Gary
Kehler’s powerhouse teams to follow.

DEN TRIVIA
The first victory of Gary Kehler’s

wrestling career at WHS came on
Dec. 19, 1958, by a 22-19 margin over
Cranford. Whose 3-0 win over Rich
Kupcho at heavyweight provided the
winning points?

UNION COUNTY LEAGUE?
As of The Den’s deadline, WHS

was among a slew of Watchung Con-
ference teams talking with the Moun-
tain Valley Conference about com-
bining leagues to form a giant Union
County League. The idea would be to
have several divisions of similar-sized
schools. It makes so much sense that
you almost know it will get voted
down by some small-minded athletic
directors.

Cranford is awaiting NJSIAA ap-
proval to make the switch to the MVC.
Also looking to leave the Watchung
are WHS, Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Plainfield, Union, Linden and Eliza-
beth. That could only happen if
Malcolm X Shabazz, Newark East
Side and Irvington can find a home in
the North New Jersey Interscholastic
League.

If the MVC takes the Watchung
wanderers, and can convince Summit
to return from the faraway Iron Hills
Conference, it would make for some
great old-time local rivalries, and elimi-
nate a lot of travel to faraway places.
THANKSGIVING POLL UPDATE

Frankly, it was quite disappointing
to ask for The Den’s readers to vote on
who they’d like to see for a Thanks-
giving opponent — Plainfield, Scotch
Plains, or Cranford — and get a grand
total of five responses. We’ll give the
readers another week to take 30 sec-
onds and send an email to the address
below with the team and one sentence
why you think that.

WHS VERSES SP-F
Just a reminder that next week’s

Devils Den will feature the all-time
sport by sport results of the Westfield
verses Scotch Plains-Fanwood rivalry.

This will include 21 varsity sports,
including the years 1929-30 through
2004-05.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Gene Barron was the WHS heavy-

weight whose win decided the meet.
Other WHS winners were: Barry Fritz
(98 pounds), Chuck Wistar (106), Jack
Fish (123), Dennis Powers (130) and
Bob Maltbie (168).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

Blue Devil Gridders Remain
Upbeat in Down Campaign

Recent Sports Photos
On goleader Website

Check out the following photos
taken during high school sporting
events. Go to www.goleader.com
and click:

05nov23-WF-PowderPuff
05nov24- WF-PF-Football
05nov-WFBand-Cheer
05nov-WF Homecoming
05nov24 WFSr Football Band

Cheer

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fortune did not change for the
Westfield High School football team
that finished the season with a 1-9
record, which is unusual for this highly
successful program. Yet, the record
does not truly reflect the team’s spirit
and future.

“I did not think we were a bad
football team this year. I thought we
were a good football team,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Edward Tranchina.
“I had teams in past years that were
not as good as this team, however
they had pretty good records. It just
shows that the good teams in our
conference are getting better and bet-
ter. Our schedule is ranked as number
two in New Jersey; therefore, we’re
playing the second toughest sched-
ule. We know what we’re up against
and we accept the challenge. To our
kid’s credit, I think we played hard,
we challenged everyone and we
battled every game. The difference in
our team and that of teams we played
was, team speed. That was our big-
gest problem. Speed in football cov-
ers for a lot of mistakes. For us to put
a scoring drive together, we needed to
put together a perfect ten-play drive.”

Perhaps the most disappointing
game of the season for the Devils was
the battle with Scotch Plains-
Fanwood.

“The fact that it happened so early,
it took us along time to recover from
that. When you have a 20-point lead
and end up losing that game in over-
time. We left a lot on the field that
day,” said Tranchina. “Coming off
the season we had last year, we needed
to win early. We needed to believe

that we could win. It’s a state of mind
and that kind of reinforced the fact
that we were not there yet in some of
our minds.”

Senior tri-captain/quarterback Nick
DeRosa finished the season with 52
completions for 788 yards in 142
attempts, which included two rush-
ing TD’s, five TD passes and seven
interceptions.

“His greatest quality was his com-
petitiveness and he was a great leader
for our offense,” said Tranchina. “If
he had a little more time and polish he
could have been terrific. He’s going
to have a great future at the next level
if he stays with this game.”

Senior defensive back Marcus Allen
Graham set a school record and was
the main thief with nine interceptions.

“He beat out some pretty good
people like Jan Coccoziello, Jay Cook
and Lemont Turner,” said Tranchina.
“They were all in there with eight
interceptions and to break that record
is pretty significant.”

Offensively, DeRosa looked to jun-
ior wide receiver Tom Bonard and
senior wide receiver Terron Rogers
most. Rogers had 20 receptions for
334 yards, including one touchdown,
and Bonard finished with 11 recep-
tions for 145 yards and one touch-
down. Bonard booted four field goals
and 10 points after touchdown.

Senior running back Jayshawn
King showed plenty of moxie by rush-
ing 364 yards, including four touch-
downs on 101 carries.

“He can play at the next level. He
had good runs, good speed and had a
great game against Scotch Plains with
significant runs,” Tranchina said.

Junior fullback Tyrell Simmons

powered his way for 205 yards on 57
carries and two touchdowns. Senior
tri-captain/tailback Andrew Shaffer
rushed for 104 yards on 46 carries
and one TD.

“Unfortunately we could never get
started because of his ankle injuries.
He got hurt in pre-season and never
was one-hundred percent and
struggled,” said Tranchina of Shaffer.

The Blue Devil defensive forces
proved tough in the trenches. Junior
linebacker Will Harbaugh led with
107 tackles, junior linebacker Ryan
Yarusi cracked 76 pads and had one
interception and senior tri-captain/
tackle Cowles Stuart recorded 65.

“Stuart matured so much this year
not only as a player but as a leader.
He’s a special kid and has a great
perspective on things,” said Tranchina.

Sophomore end John Dugan fin-
ished with 56 tackles; Simmons
dropped 54 opponents and junior end
Matt Ince 50.

Stuart will be missed big time. “He
anchored that entire defensive line,
became a real leader and was a major,
major force for us,” said Tranchina.
“He showed great pursuit and absorbed
two or three blockers every play.”

The Blue Devils will lose 19 se-
niors to graduation, however with 23
juniors and 27 sophomores returning
next year, Tranchina looks towards
success.

“We have a lot of good kids return-
ing with some experience. Now, they
need to focus, work hard and come
back with attitude. It’s about what
kind of attitude we’re coming back
with. Do we believe we can do this or
do we expect what happened the past
two seasons to happen again?”

 

Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE P LATINUM LEVEL 2004

CHARMING WESTFIELD COLONIAL  
 
Lovely 7 room Colonial home in quiet neighborhood boasting four Bedrooms, a 

new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite counters, tile floor and 

backsplash and stainless steel appliances. Formal Living and Dining Rooms 

underlain by hardwood floors, new Powder Room, finished Recroom, central air 

and new deck overlooking park-like property.  Walking distance to NYC train.        

                   Offered for $679,000. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real  
Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney
(908) 301-2052

Susan Checchio
(908) 301-2014

Home for the Holidays

Set upon a knoll in a desirable Westfield neighborhood, this gracious, quality built ranch offers a terrific
floor plan for comfortable living. A welcoming Foyer with slate floor opens to a spacious Living Room
with bow window and oversized formal Dining Room with a chairrail and a plate shelf. The sunny eat-
in Kitchen features a large pantry and wonderful space for casual dinners. Boasting a vaulted beamed
ceiling, the inviting Family Room showcases a brick fireplace with custom mantel and bookshelves and
features sliding doors to a private slate patio. The bedroom area of this wonderful home includes three
generously sized Bedrooms and two full Baths. A 30' x 23' Recreation Room with plumbing ready to add
a Bath is located on the lower level along with a Laundry Room, Bonus Room and access to the two-car
attached garage. All this plus hardwood floors, central air conditioning and more. This home’s close
proximity to Franklin Elementary School, downtown Westfield and New York City transportation
presents a wonderful opportunity.  Offered at $829,000. WSF0993

David B. Corbin (November 24, 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LEADER OF THE BLUE DEVILS’ OFFENSE…Senior tri-captain/quarterback Nick DeRosa finished the season with
52 completions in 142 attempts for 788 yards and five touchdown passes. DeRosa also had two rushing touchdowns.


