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Rejection of Cooper Road Home
Shows Power of Grassroots

Who says you can’t fight City Hall? Twice in the
past year we’ve seen stellar examples of citizens
banding together to protest what they believe to be
an ill-conceived idea — and triumphing in the end.

Last year, it was WeCare (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Redevelopment) that led the
charge against the Westfield parking deck referen-
dum that was soundly defeated at the polls in No-
vember 2004. And earlier this month, it was the Save
The Island group in Scotch Plains that won their own
yearlong battle to prevent a large house from being
built on one half of the wooded island on Cooper
Road.

The group behind the Cooper Road effort was
made up mostly of neighborhood residents who
viewed the proposed home as a further threat to
traffic safety along an already dangerous and wind-
ing section of Cooper Road. And perhaps more
importantly, they saw the home as destroying what
one resident called “an asset to our entire neighbor-
hood.” Most of our area is pretty well built up, and
anything that can be done should be done to preserve
what little open space remains in our towns. The
Cooper Road island is one of those pieces of open
space that should remain in its pristine state.

The Save The Island group deserves great credit
for all of their efforts over the course of the past year.
Their enthusiasm never lagged, even as the hearings
dragged on throughout 2005. They held two rallies
on the island, took out ads in local newspapers,
wrote letters to the editor, created a website to keep
people informed, raised funds to hire an attorney and
expert witnesses and, most vital to their cause,
showed up in full force at each of this year’s five
hearings on the matter.

Thankfully, the township zoning board of adjust-
ment agreed with these residents and had the cour-
age not to bend to the will of yet another developer

seeking to squeeze yet another home in a most
inappropriate spot—a property whose size was more
than 15 percent smaller than zoning requirements for
that area. Their comments before the December 1
vote showed that board members do care about the
character of neighborhoods and that local zoning
laws do matter.

The question now for township officials is, what
do they do with a piece of property that’s zoned for
residential development but has been deemed un-
suitable for development? Half of the two-acre Coo-
per Road island is owned by the township, which
earlier this year designated it as a conservation zone,
thus putting it off-limits to development of any kind.
The proposed house was to be located on the other
half of the island, which is currently owned by
AT&T. The small building the utility has maintained
there for years is no longer needed by AT&T, thus the
reason for their attempt to sell the property.

Township officials earlier this year expressed little
enthusiasm for possibly buying the property and
turning the entire island into a conservation zone,
saying that open space trust funds probably weren’t
available. We’d urge them to take another look at this
option. On the other hand, we can safely surmise that
this piece of property is not exactly a jewel in
AT&T’s crown or one whose disposition will make
or break the telephone giant. Might they consider
either donating the property to the township or, at
least, selling it a very cut rate?

While these questions are discussed and hopefully
resolved in the coming months, it is worthwhile to
keep in mind the grassroots efforts of residents who
cared enough to not only organize but also maintain
the level of energy and commitment necessary over
the long run to emerge victorious in the end. The
Cooper Road island decision was not just a victory
for that neighborhood but for the township as well.

GOP Wants to Keep
Control of Westfield

I find it hard to imagine that after an
election and recount, the Westfield Re-
publican Party has decided to waste tax-
payers money by filing suit against the
results. What is at stake here that warrants
the lawsuit? Fraud? No, Mr. Bigosinski
won the election based on two counts.
Principle? No, the Republicans would be
screaming if the Democrats did the same.
Equal Representation? No, the Republi-
cans argued that voters needed to end the
all-Democratic Union County Freeholder
Board because the more representation,
the better the government. Equal Rights?
No, they want to overturn the duly elected
representative of the fourth ward.

What is at stake here is good govern-
ment and power. The Republicans do not
want any voices that disagree with them
when they award contracts or spend other
monies and they want to ensure their
hegemony so Westfield will always re-
main a Republican town.

Power corrupts and absolute power
corrupts absolutely.

Lawrence Berman
Westfield

Republicans Engaging
In Frivolous Lawsuit
I have lived in the fourth ward of

Westfield for the past 46 years. During
the recent campaign, Eric Leuthold vis-
ited our home, among others on our street,
which afforded me the opportunity to
have an informative chat with him. He
struck me as being a very nice person and
might make an excellent councilman in a
future election, should he run again and
garner a majority.

I am, however, very dismayed that he
and the Republican party are engaging in
this frivolous and un-American lawsuit to
overturn the election results which have
already been recounted and have held firm.

President Bush and the national Re-
publican Party made a big issue, during
the 2004 presidential elections, of their
disdain for frivolous and unnecessary liti-
gation. How then does the Westfield Re-
publican party justify this ridiculous at-
tempt to waste our tax money on this
lawsuit?

We teach our young people, at home
and in school, about democratic elections
and that the majority wins. We are trying
to get nations all over the world to emu-
late this concept.

How do we get the Westfield Republi-
can party to learn?

Diana Cohen
Westfield

Reader Questions the Fear of
Mentioning Christmas

It Would Be Honorable
To Concede the Election

Is Westfield still part of the United
States or some strange dystopia? When
elections are held and there is a victor
(even by one vote), the American way for
over 200 years has been for the loser to
respectfully concede and honorably con-
tinue their work for the community as a
good citizen, and perhaps run again in the
next election.

Somehow the Westfield Republicans
feel they are above the law of the land and
want to change the American tradition of
voting. So they lost one ward. Why can’t
they be gracious about it? If our football
team won by one point, would it be justi-
fied for the opposing team to insist on one
more play?

Lisa Quackenbush
Westfield

Whatever Happened to ‘Gracious In
Victory, Gracious In Defeat?’

DWC Was Helpful
To Business Owner

I’ve recently read some bad press about
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), and I thought I needed to chime
in with my experience.

The DWC has been the most helpful,
professional organization that I have en-
countered in Westfield. I own a small
business in town, and Sherry Cronin, the
executive director of the DWC, was an
amazing resource for me during the first
two years I was in business. She and her
staff always have consistently gone above
and beyond to help me out. I have always
been impressed with their thoroughness
and kindness. Thank you to the DWC for
a job well done.

Julie Stewart, Director
Gecko Kids, Westfield

On December 4, the Union County
Board of Freeholders hosted the arrival of
Santa Claus at the Watchung Stables and
lit a “Holiday Tree.” Since Santa Claus
and a Christmas tree are secular symbols
of Christmas, why is it okay for public
officials to welcome Santa Claus when
they cannot acknowledge that the tree
being lit is a Christmas tree?

Christmas is a federal holiday, one of
10 such designated days. Government
offices, courts, post offices, banks, finan-
cial markets and businesses are closed.
Sadly, students are only taught about nine
of the 10 federal holidays in school.

Public school leaders have led the
charge to eliminate Christmas from pub-
lic dialogue. The Christmas vacation is
now a holiday break. Christmas music

and carols are not allowed during the
holiday show, formerly the Christmas
pageant. Christmas trees cannot be dis-
played in school. Why are political lead-
ers joining with public schools in being
afraid to mention Christmas, a federal
holiday?

If the elected officials who are calling
the tree decorated with lights on public
display at the Watchung Stable “Holiday
Tree” want to eliminate Christmas as a
federal holiday, then they should sponsor
the legislation to do so. Until such time,
that tree and all such trees being displayed
this month should be called what they are
— a Christmas tree!

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Following the election on November 8,
Tom Bigosinski was certified the winner
by the Board of Elections. The election
was close and a recount was conducted - as
it should have been in a close race.

However, in an effort reminiscent of
Florida and the 2000 Presidential elec-
tion, nearly a dozen Westfield Republi-
can Party officials and loyalists who par-
ticipated in the recount poured over each
and every absentee ballot looking for the
proverbial “hanging chad.” Yet the result
remained the same and Tom Bigosinski

was again certified the winner.
Now, the Westfield Republican Party

is planning to go to court in an effort to
invalidate selected Westfield voters. I
hope the Westfield Republican Party will
reconsider this ill-conceived lawsuit that
sends the wrong message to Westfield’s
voters and their families. Whatever hap-
pened to “gracious in victory, gracious in
defeat”?

Ken Rotter, Chairman
Westfield Democratic Committee

Freeholders Job Performance Less
Than Stellar, Undeserving of Raise

Union County Freeholders Dan
Sullivan and Deborah Scanlon appear to
be a bit miffed that they have been pushed
to give up their taxpayer supplied SUVs.
Their Scarlet O’Hara mindset of “tomor-
row is another day” appears to have kicked
in and along with their trusty sidekick,
County Manager George Devaney, have
managed to come up with the perfect
we’ll get even plan of corrective action.

Not wanting to be left out of the fun and
since no one or two freeholders can act on
their own, the “gang of nine” are prepar-
ing to vote themselves and George a nice
fat pay increase taking effect after Janu-
ary 1, 2006.

Already the fifth-highest-paid free-
holder board in the state, they will be
boosting their salaries, for their part-time
jobs, by 5.3 percent, and the county
manager’s salary by 5 percent. Obviously
all of us would love to be able to control
our salaries and those of our friends and
relatives; however, that is surely not the
case of the average county resident. And
it is highly improbable that the average
resident received an increase of this size
from their employer this past year.

Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella, in a Star Ledger article, related
that they were compensating for the ris-
ing cost of living. Well, perhaps Mr.
Mirabella, if you didn’t raise the county
taxes almost 50 percent in the last five
years you wouldn’t feel the pinch.

And this past summer, Freeholder Dan

Sullivan appeared to be almost apolo-
getic when talking about county-owned
vehicles, which some employees, includ-
ing himself, were in possession of 24/7.

He said he would be turning in his
county-owned SUV supposedly because
during these difficult economic times, it
was just not good policy to expect taxpay-
ers to finance the use/operation/gas and
insurance of vehicles for workers whose
county job duties did not demand they be
mobile around the clock. But wait, a nice
raise would certainly help defray the costs
of securing a vehicle of his own to com-
mute daily to his state job in Trenton.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, reelected this
past November, was asked at the free-
holder debates how much a freeholder
earns. She responded that she didn’t know
because she had “direct deposit.” It is a
pretty good bet that she will approve an
increase to her pay since she doesn’t
know what the numbers are anyway. To
think, this woman participates in spend-
ing over $1 million a day.

County Manager George Devaney,
Senator Ray Lesniak’s nephew, should
be subjected to a performance review by
an independent entity before he is given
raise to his already six-figure compensa-
tion package. One has to assume that
keeping spending in check would be one
of his job duties and with that in mind he
has failed miserably, evidenced once again
by the almost 10 percent increase to the
2005 county operating budget.

Rather than deserving a raise, this free-
holder board has instead betrayed the
trust that the residents have put in them.
They have raised taxes an average of 10
percent a year over the last five years,
paid large monetary settlements to former
employees because of mismanaged em-
ployment practices, allowed the irrespon-
sible misuse of county-owned vehicles,
compromised the quality of life of resi-
dents along the reactivated train line and
allowed a child to die on Mothers’ Day
while entrusted to the care of the County
Juvenile Detention Center, all the while
holding no one responsible and no one
accountable, least of all themselves.

Pat Quattrocchi
Garwood

Yes Westfield, There Is a Santa Claus
Right Here in Our Town

Last week, after trying to assemble and
keep together some very old “O” gauge
train track that belonged to my wife, I
spent several days looking for clips that
would keep them from separating. I wanted
to surprise my wife and grandchildren
with some pre-war trains that have been in
our basement for many years. However, I
soon found out that clips from that era
don’t exist anymore, except perhaps from
ebay.

My last stop was at Barron’s Drug
Store since they have a Lionel train sec-
tion, but they too didn’t have any clips for
my old “O” gauge track. Finally, a good-
looking gentleman whose name is Greg
came to my rescue. He saw how disap-

pointed I was and said, “let me look in the
basement and see what I can find.” In ten
minutes or so, he came up smiling with a
small bag of clips that he said were as old
as my track – and with a Merry Christmas,
handed me the bag and refused any pay-
ment for the clips or his time.

In my 45 years living in Westfield, I
have watched all but a couple of locally
owned stores remain that give that small
hometown feeling.

Thank you Barrons for being one of
them and giving me an old-fashioned
Christmas spirit.

Frank Nelson
Westfield

Councilman’s E-Mail Demonstrates
Disdain for Constituents’ Opinions

I was extremely disturbed to read in the
Star-Ledger about Councilman (Jim)
Foerst’s “satirical” e-mail suggesting
ways to limit comments from town resi-
dents at council meetings. This e-mail
was prompted by members of We Care
speaking out against over-development
in Westfield. Rather than displaying a
sense of humor and political satire, as Mr.
Foerst claims was his intention, his e-
mail demonstrates yet again the smug
disdain some elected officials have for
the opinions of their constituents.

I applaud the members of We Care for
their concern about Westfield and their
willingness to remain involved. It is ad-
mirable that they devote so much time

from what I’m sure are busy lives. I will
be eternally grateful that the efforts of
their group, and other involved citizens,
forced the former mayor and council to
allow a referendum on the parking deck.
We Care helped save us from having that
ill-conceived project rammed down our
throats.

Unfortunately, I believe that other town
officials share Mr. Foerst’s disdain for
involvement by residents. Perhaps they
believe they know better what is best for
us than we know ourselves. This attitude
is troubling and no, Mr. Foerst, your e-
mail was not funny.

Marian Romano
Westfield

GOP Should Accept
Results, Move Forward

I understand that the Westfield Repub-
lican Party has filed a lawsuit that seeks to
challenge individual votes in an effort to
invalidate the election of Tom Bigosinski
to the Town Council - Ward 4.

Mr. Bigosinski won on Election Day,
and again won after a recount. Give it up,
Republicans. There are no hanging chads.
This action sends the wrong message to
all citizens of Westfield. Let us all accept
the results so that we can move forward to
real issues.

Carolyn Campen
Westfield

What Message Is WF
GOP Sending To Kids?

I think the Westfield Republican Party
should think hard about the signal they
are sending—particularly to our chil-
dren—in legally challenging Tom
Bigosinski’s victory in ward four. We
teach our kids on the soccer field and in
the classroom to win gracefully (as Tom
has) and to lose gracefully as well. It is an
important thing to learn because we enter
into contests, matches, games and races
every day of our lives.

After two recounts and two confirma-
tions of the vote, what kind of message is
sent by bringing a lawsuit — that the
Republicans in our town no longer en-
dorse the democratic process? Instead of
pitting neighbor against neighbor in a
legal battle, I think we should be celebrat-
ing the fact that we have such great can-
didates running for our local offices that
we have a hard time choosing between
them.

I can only hope that more even tempers
prevail and that we can all support Tom in
the office he has won. He has pledged to
fairly and vigorously represent his neigh-
bors in our local government, and I, for
one, think this is something to embrace
verse challenge.

Linda Habgood
Westfield

Westfield Town Leaders Seem to
Believe That No One Is Watching

The seemingly endless string of stories
about the conduct of Westfield’s public
servants needs to be discussed.

From the questionable behavior of the
former police chief and his possible abuse
of power to the childish emails of a cur-
rent councilman, Westfield’s leaders seem
to believe that no one is watching or
seems to care what they do.

Public servants represent the citizens
of the community for whom they serve.
From the way they answer the phone to
how they address incompetence and abuse
of power, we should demand and expect
that they uphold the highest standards.

While Mayor Skibitsky appears to re-
alize that he must represent all the citizens
of Westfield as he has demonstrated in his
Saturday morning chats while running
for office, it appears that a business as
usual attitude from the police department
to the public works department and every
department in between has been tolerated
for far too long.

I believe the mayor should signal his
intention to steady a troubled ship by
selecting a police chief from outside the
ranks of Westfield’s force. The selection
of a chief from outside the current ranks
would allow Mayor Skibitsky to send a
powerful signal — the end of business as
usual in Westfield.

The mayor, the council and all of
Westfield’s public servants should take
the opportunity in 2006 to realize that

what they do matters, and that how they
do it does as well. It is time that they
respect their office and the citizens they
serve — ending childish behavior and
acting in the best possible manner. People
are watching.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Soe – A large wooden vessel for

holding water
2. Antephialtic – Preventing nightmare
3. Tharos – A small American butterfly

having orange wings spotted with black
and white

4. Messet – A dog

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

VANGLO
1. A traveler; a wayfarer
2. A ghost in Shakespeare’s MacBeth
3. A type of orange
4. The West Indian name for sesame

DICASTERY
1. In ancient Athens, a court of justice
2. The process of ornamenting plain

glass with transparent pictures
3. A narration; a recital of facts
4. The use of two languages

VANSIRE
1. A Dutch father
2. A small, weasel-like animal of Mada-

gascar
3. A comon domestic pigeon, with an

inflated breast
4. A confidence man; swindler

RAPPAREE
1. A French swordsman
2. The victim of a sexual assault
3. A plunderer or robber
4. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick

Trustee Is Proud of
Westfield United Way
Westfield United Way (WUW) is the

largest single fund-raiser in Westfield
that supports our fellow citizens. I joined
the WUW Board ten years ago because I
witnessed the impact the programs, which
it supports, have on my neighbors. While
the slogan “2 out of every 3 Wesfielders
are helped” may seem an unlikely possi-
bility in an affluent town such as ours,
when you analyze the family of agencies
whose programs are made possible by the
WUW, you realize the validity.

Consider your neighbors with children
in Girl or Boy Scouts, your shut-in neigh-
bor who has a hot meal delivered, seniors
who are transported on the van made
possible by WUW funding, parents able
to use affordable child care, your neigh-
bor with a disability who needs a health-
care worker, your friend across the street
who has a child with cerebral palsy or
programs in youth leadership develop-
ment. The list of programs for our 20
member agencies goes on and on. It takes
a collection of funding for any agency to
survive, and WUW dollars are critical to
the budgets of our agencies.

I am proud to be a trustee, and I am
proud of what WUW does for our commu-
nity. I hope all Westfielders will pitch in to
help support this worthy organization.

Mary Brautigam, Past President
Westfield United Way Trustee

Mr. Leuthold Should
Bow Out Gracefully

The Republican Party (in Westfield)
has, in my opinion, gone too far now that
it has filed a lawsuit seeking to overturn
the election of Tom Bigosinski to the
Town Council in Ward 4. I don’t live in
Ward 4, but this whole thing is totally
ridiculous. Why can’t Mr. Leuthold ad-
mit defeat, bow out gracefully and not be
a sore loser?

What kind of message does this send
to the citizens, both young and old, of
our town? Why is the integrity of our
election system being challenged? The
citizens of Westfield need to know that,
ultimately, the taxpayers will be re-
sponsible for the legal fees involved for
the Board of Elections and County Clerk
to defend this suit, as well as the addi-
tional costs that will accrue if another
election is held.

Sheraine Arbitsman
Westfield
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