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LIGHTING THE WAY…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotarians Karin Dreixler,
center, and Neil Schembre help a Fanwood resident with her purchase of
luminary kits to be used on Christmas Eve. The luminary sales will continue on
Saturdays, December 17 and 24, and Sunday, December 18, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Fanwood Municipal Garage.

Rotary Club Sets Dates
For Sale of Luminaries

FANWOOD – The Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club will continue to
hold its luminary sales on Saturdays,
December 17 and 24, and Sunday,
December 18, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The sales will take place at the
Fanwood Municipal Garage, located
opposite the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary on North Avenue.

The charge will be the same as last
year: 40 cents for each entire candle
kit. All proceeds from the sale will
benefit charities supported by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

The luminary tradition was initi-
ated in Fanwood 40 years ago with
the candle lighting beginning at 6
p.m. on Christmas Eve. In the event
of rain, the candles will be lit the
following evening. For additional in-
formation, please call Neil Schembre
at (908) 889-9500.
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Munoz Comments on Choice
Of Menendez for Senate

Corzine’s Statement on
Congressman BobMenendez
TRENTON – Governor-elect Jon

Corzine wrote, “In making this de-
cision I was blessed to have several
qualified individuals to choose
from. The voters have
given me the responsibil-
ity to make tough deci-
sions – I have made a deci-
sion that I believe is the
right one.

“The symbolism of the
American promise meets
reality in the person, ca-
reer and service of Con-
gressman Menendez. He’s
a fierce and articulate ad-
vocate for New Jersey’s
needs and is committed to
a progressive and responsible view
of the role of government in our
society.

“He has the courage and convic-
tion to stand up for what is right. He
left the corrupt administration of a
man he had once called his mentor

and testified against him in federal
court. When his life was threatened
for taking a stand, he put on a bul-
letproof vest and continued his fight.

“ C o n g r e s s m a n
Menendez’s record as a
legislator shows that he
has delivered on the is-
sues that matter to New
Jerseyans. I know that he
will fight for the same
things I fought for in the
Senate: quality education;
homeland security; equal
opportunity; a cleaner en-
vironment; and standing
up to the Bush Adminis-
tration on the War in Iraq.

“He has proven that a humble
beginning doesn’t have to be a bar-
rier to success. His life is a testa-
ment to the power of the American
Dream and the promise that if we
create opportunity for those willing
to work hard, anything is possible.”

SUMMIT — Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (LD-21), who is the high-
est-ranking Republican Hispanic
elected official in New
Jersey, issued the follow-
ing statement:

“Rather than choosing
a Senator who will best
represent New Jersey, it
is obvious that Jon
Corzine has chosen Bob
Menendez based solely
on political opportunity
and perception.

“The people I represent
want a leader who will
put partisan interest and personal
ambition aside and make the tough
decisions that are right for the people
of our state. Bob Menendez has
proven time and again that his only
interest is the ambitions of himself
and his cronies. We need leaders

who define honesty and integrity,
not self-interest.

“The Hispanic community is a
group of honest, intelli-
gent and hard working
people who want to live
the American dream and
choose leaders who will
fight for lower taxes, bet-
ter education for their
children and improving
the economy. Mr.
Menendez does not rep-
resent these values – and
they will not blindly fol-
low a leader based solely

on ethnicity.
“There is a clear choice of the

New Jersey voters. Do they want a
career political boss or a person
who truly idealizes public service,
honesty and inclusion? The people
of New Jersey deserve better.”

Jon Corzine

Eric Munoz

Stender’s Office Serves As
FoodBank Drop-Off Site

SCOTCH PLAINS — Asw. Linda
Stender is urging all residents to join
the fight against hunger by donating
non-perishable foods to the Commu-
nity FoodBank of New Jersey (CFB).

“Due to New Jersey’s high cost of
living, 1.7 million residents are con-
sidered poor and at risk of hunger,
many of them children,” said Asw.
Stender. “Private and corporate do-
nations allow the CFB to meet the
growing needs of this community.
Donating non-perishable food items
from your pantry to our drop-off site
will help provide less fortunate resi-
dents in our community with nutri-
tious meals for the holidays.”

Non-perishable items such as pea-
nut butter, canned meats, jellies, and
soups may be dropped off at Asw.
Stender’s office, located at 1801 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, Mon-
day through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Financial contributions may be
made payable to The CFB and mailed
to Asw. Stender, attn: Community
Food Drive, 1801 East Second St.,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

All donations will be taken to the
CFB, located in Hillside. The food
bank is one of the largest providers of

groceries to charities, soup kitchens,
and thousands of food pantries
throughout the state.

To learn more about the CFB, please
visit www.njfoodbank.org.

Estrada Defends Comments
Made On Fed Energy Policy

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
Freeholder Angel Estrada last week
defended his comments against the
Bush Administration’s energy policy.
The comments were issued in a press
release on the county’s new home
heating program.

At the board’s December 8 meet-
ing, Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son said he did not feel it was appro-
priate for freeholders to politicize the
program. The “Warm Homes” pro-
gram, in cooperation with Proceed,
an Elizabeth-based social services
agency, allows a maximum of $300 to
be paid directly to the homeowner’s
or renter’s utility provider from No-
vember 1, 2005 through April 30,
2006.

In a release put out by the county
and published by The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on November 24, Freeholder
Estrada said the county program be-
came necessary due to the “disas-
trous energy policies of the Bush
Administration” causing an “up-
swing” in energy costs this winter.

Mr. Paterson said he felt the county
press release “became a campaign
release.” He said freeholders should
not be making personal critiques of
federal programs.

Freeholder Estrada stood by his
remarks, adding it was important for
county residents to know why it was
necessary for the creation of a county
home-heating initiative. He said the
county has received 3,000 requests
for applications for the program, 1,200
completed forms of which have been
returned.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
would be happy to listen to anybody
“who can tell me what this country’s
policy is on energy.”

On another matter, Freeholder
Adrian Mapp said the board should
sponsor a resolution calling for the
immediate withdrawal of U.S. armed
forces from Iraq.

“This president just doesn’t have a
plan to win the war,” he said, noting
that the war may not be winnable.

During the business portion of
Thursday’s meeting, the board voted
to increase legal fees by a total of
$45,000 for nine lawsuits the county
is involved in. Among those is the
Estate of Edward Sinclair vs. Union
County. Edward Sinclair, 17, report-
edly hanged himself while being held
at the Union County Detention in

Elizabeth on May 10, 2003. Edward’s
mother, Yolanda Padilla, filed the
wrongful death suit against the county.

The board agreed to increase the
legal fees paid to Palumbo & Renaud
of Cranford by $5,000 for a new total
of $15,000 to represent a county em-
ployee in the lawsuit.

In another case, the board agreed to
pay the firm of Garrubbo, Capese,
D’Arcangelo, Millman and Smith of
Westfield an additional $5,000 for a
total contract of $60,000 to represent
the county in an employment dis-
crimination case brought by Maria
Todaro of Westfield.

Ms. Todaro was awarded $378,000
by a jury last January. She sued when
the son of a former Union Township
mayor was awarded the superinten-
dent of weights and measures posi-
tion with the county.

Ms. Todaro, a Republican, was as-
sistant superintendent and believes
she was better qualified than Michael
Florio who got the job. Mr. Florio is
the son of former Union Township
Mayor Joseph Florio, a Democrat.
Ms. Todaro settled her lawsuit for
$300,000 after the county appealed
the jury’s verdict.

The board approved a $129,219
amendment to the contract of Joseph
Jingoli & Son, Inc., of Lawrenceville
for the $4.6 million expansion of the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. Construction has
been completed and exhibits will be
next placed in the museum.

During the public portion of the
meeting Mr. Paterson questioned the
installation of water utility service at
the Deserted Village of Feltville in
the Watchung Reservation. Free-
holder Deborah Scanlon said water
service is needed in order for the
county to install toilets for visitors.

The board voted to hire the New
Jersey American Water Company of
Short Hills at a cost of $640,250 for
the project. Feltville, included as part
of the county’s parks system, was a
thriving mill town in the mid-1800s.

The board voted to support a Scotch
Plains ordinance for a dedicated left
turn lane in the westbound direction
at the entrance to the Union County
Vocational-Technical School.

The township was also given per-
mission by the county to hang a ban-
ner across Park Avenue at Front Street
through Saturday, December 24 to
advertise the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Rotary’s annual luminary sale.

Dr. Elkins Recognized by
State Gerontologists

SERVICE AWARD…Society On Ag-
ing of New Jersey Gerontologist of the
Year Distinguished Service Award win-
ner (center) Dr. Michele Elkins with
(left) Serena Collado, President SANJ
and New Jersey’s Commissioner of
Health, Dr. Fred Jacobs.

AREA — Dr. Michele B. Elkins of
Berkeley Heights has been presented
with the Society On Aging of New
Jersey Gerontologist of the Year, Dis-
tinguished Service Award. The award
was society’s annual meeting and con-
ference entitled, “Strategies of Ag-
ing: Mind, Body & Soul.”

Dr. Michele Akins has served the
geriatric population for over 25 years.
She is board certified in Internal
Medicine and Geriatrics. Dr. Elkins,
most recently, worked as the Medical
Director of the Long Term Care Divi-
sion for the Saint Barnabas Health
Care System. She also served as the
Medical Director at the Ashbrook
Nursing Home in Scotch Plains. As
Division Chief of Geriatrics at Over-
look Hospital in Summit, Dr. Elkins
created and implemented geriatric
assessment programs and conducted
geriatric rounding throughout nurs-
ing units. She is a member of the
Ombudsman’s Ethics Advisory Com-
mittee and the North Central Ethics
Alliance (NCEA).

As an attending physician at the

Philadelphia Center, Dr. Elkins
helped create a geriatrics fellow-
ship program. From 1983-1984, Dr.
Elkins conducted research on the
modification of exercise capacity
in the elderly with funding from
the National Institute on Aging.
She has given numerous lectures
on geriatrics through the years. Dr.
Elkins belongs to the American
Geriatr ics Association,
Gerontological Society of America,
and the American Medical Direc-
tors Association. Dr. Elkins is a
board member of the New Jersey
Medical Directors Association, as
well as the New Jersey Long Term
Care Leaders Coalition.

The Gerontologist of the Year for
Distinguished Service award is pre-
sented annually to a New Jersey pro-
fessional who has demonstrated out-
standing leadership on behalf of older
persons either as a practitioner, edu-
cator or administrator.

The Society On Aging of New Jer-
sey is a state organization dedicated
to providing a home for all profes-
sionals who serve the older adult com-
munity. SANJ has been serving pro-
fessionals since 1971.

P.B.A.’s Toy Drive
Ongoing Until Dec. 19
SCOTCH PLAINS – The mem-

bers of the Scotch Plains Policeman’s
Benevolent Association Local No. 87
will continue their 11th Annual “Toys
For Tots” toy drive through Monday,
December 19.

New toys and games are needed for
the drive. All donations may be
dropped off in a special barrel located
in the lobby of the Scotch Plains
Police Department, 430 Park Avenue.
For further information, please call
(908) 322-7100.


