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DAVID B. CORBIN for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MERRY CHRISTMAS…Georgette Chrystal of Scotch Plains, Janell Paviolitis of Green Brook, Susan Schuman of
Fanwood and Michelle Metallo of Hillsborough of the Escape barbershop quartet harmonize Christmas songs  in The Leader/
Times office. The national, award-winning group is entertaining shoppers in Westfield throughout the Christmas season.

Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
BIG DAY…On January 1, 2002 Dou-
glas W. Hansen was sworn in as the
new Fanwood Municipal Court Judge
after which he traveled to Scotch Plains,
where he was reappointed to a third,
one-year term as Township Attorney.

Douglas Hansen Recalled
With Affection, Respect

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Township Attorney Douglas
Hansen was remembered this week
for his kindness, his love of the law
and his affection for the towns he
served over a 36-year-long career.

Mr. Hansen died suddenly last Fri-
day morning at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield at the
age of 61. He had served as township
attorney since January 2000 and also
served as municipal court judge in
Fanwood from 2002 through 2004.

Flags at township buildings flew at
half-mast this week in honor of Mr.
Hansen. His wake on Monday at Memo-
rial Funeral Home in Fanwood was at-
tended by hundreds of family members,
friends, township officials and colleagues.

Township Prosecutor Michael
Blacker, who shared a law practice in
Scotch Plains with Mr. Hansen, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that he would always remember “the
great passion he had for the citizens
of Scotch Plains and for representing
the township.” Calling Mr. Hansen
“an excellent lawyer,” Mr. Blacker
said his late colleague “loved the
town and loved serving the town.”

Mr. Hansen’s death came less than
two months after the unexpected death
of Police Chief Mark Zyla and sev-
eral months after Tax Clerk Frederica
Strickland died at age 39.

out of his way to do anything for you
that you’d ask him to do.” The mayor
said Mr. Hansen — who could cite,
from memory, legal precedent and case
law, sometimes arcane and from long
ago, to bolster the discussion during
township council sessions — “had a
great knowledge of American history
and what the roots of the law were.”

He called Mr. Hansen “a big part of
the legal profession not only in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood but in Union
County as well.”

Mr. Hansen was a member of the
American Trial Lawyers Association,
the American Bar Association, the New
Jersey State Bar Association and the
Union County Bar Association. He was
president of the county bar in 1989.

Gary Roth, a Scotch Plains-based
attorney who was county bar associa-
tion president in 2002, called Mr.
Hansen “a highly competent lawyer
and a terrific human being.” He said
that Mr. Hansen, who he knew for 25
years, “always put his clients first,
and was always there to help young
lawyers in any way he could.”

Louis Jung, who was mayor of
Fanwood when Mr. Hansen served as
municipal judge, recalled that when
he had initially talked to Mr. Hansen
about the position in 2001, Mr. Hansen
had told him that becoming a judge
was a lifetime goal of his.

“He was so excited about being
named judge,” Mr. Jung told The
Times. “It was great to see someone
so enthusiastic.”

Mr. Hansen, he said, “was always
respectful of people,” and he noted that
he “never had any negative feedback
[about Mr. Hansen’s tenure as judge].”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
called Mr. Hansen “a larger than life”
figure. “I wish I could only talk about
him as the head of our legal depart-
ment,” he told The Times, “but I also
considered him a real friend.” Calling
Mr. Hansen “a wonderful and com-
passionate guy,” Mr. Atkins, whose
association with him dates back to
the early 1980s, said, “Doug would
go out of his way to help you totally.
It was never halfway. And he also
helped a lot of people quietly.”

Mr. Atkins said that it would be a
mistake for people “to take him lightly
as a lawyer. He always would im-
merse himself in a case, and nobody
ever got less than a maximum effort.”

Over the past six years, Mr. Hansen
— who had been retained by the
township as a special counsel in sev-
eral cases prior to being appointed
township attorney — oversaw the
township’s legal efforts in a variety of
cases including the two police officer
lawsuits filed and still pending against
the police department, the 2001 em-

SPF BOE Addresses Teacher
Negotiation, OK’s New Roof

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
last Thursday evening touched on
teacher contract negotiations, the
2006-2007 budget process, curricu-
lum revisions and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Graduation Project pilot program.

The board also approved engineer-
ing services and a bid for the Coles
School roof replacement, which will
commence Monday, December 19.

Board President Linda Nelson, in
response to a question raised to the
board regarding teacher contract ne-
gotiations, said, “The public is not
supposed to know the details. We will
maintain confidentiality. It is very
hard to negotiate in public. The board
will continue to honor confidential-
ity, and we don’t want to put parents
and students in the middle.”

She continued to explain that the
board and teachers met with a media-
tor on November 29, and felt that the
meeting was encouraging.

However, Mrs. Nelson did indicate
that if there is not resolution through
the mediation process, then the issue
will enter into a new fact finding
phase and will eventually be a phase
of supercilliation.

This is a new policy, recently
adopted by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education, and it has not
been tested in New Jersey to date.
“The board will continue to respect
confidentiality. I have read statements
in daily newspapers that misrepre-
sent the truth.”

She explained that starting salaries
in the district are competitive, start-
ing at $43,460, with the highest paid
teacher earning $99,192 per year un-
der the current contract.

Mrs. Nelson pointed out that the
median total household income for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains is between
$80,000 and $85,000, a figure that
matches the salaries commanded by
teachers under the current contract.

Board Vice President Thomas
Russo also addressed the public re-
garding teacher contract negotiations.
He said, “We started negotiations
early this time. We met with the nego-
tiating committee 11 times, in addi-
tion to the three mediated meetings.
We don’t get paid for our time, and
we will hopefully get the job done.”

Board member Craig Nowlin also
pointed out that most letters received
from parents and citizens in the dis-
trict support the board and their efforts
to obtain a fair contract. “All the letters
received support us, with the excep-
tion of one letter in opposition, which
was submitted from a teacher who
works in another district,” he stated.

In other business, the board ap-
proved changes made to the high

school program of studies revision,
including a new Introduction to Phi-
losophy class that will be offered to
juniors and seniors.

The board is also considering a
SPFHS Graduation Project Pilot, a
self-directed program for seniors al-
lowing them to explore career op-
tions through internships. The dura-
tion of the program will be from May
to June and is designed for students
who have completed their AP exami-
nations and are looking for some-
thing to keep them engaged in the
final weeks of high school. “A num-
ber of high schools are doing similar
programs,” Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Margaret Hayes explained. The
board is expected to approve this pro-
gram at the next meeting.

Coles School will get a new roof
with the contract awarded to VMG
Group of Paterson in the amount of
$107,540 plus alternate of $66,700.
This was the lowest bid submitted.
Engineering services will be con-
tracted to ARMM Associates, Inc. in
lieu of Potter Architects, for $12,000.

Anthony DelSordi, business admin-
istrator and board secretary, explained
that the roof should take between
four and five weeks to complete.

Regarding the budget process, Mr.
DelSordi also encouraged members
of the public, through their local PTAs,
to contact the principals with budget
allocation suggestions because “the
more cooperation we have, the better
the budget process will be.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Asw. Stender to Challenge
Ferguson for Congress Seat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D) of
Fanwood, State Legislative District
22, Tuesday night announced her can-
didacy to unseat Rep. Michael
Ferguson (R, New Providence) for
the Seventh U.S. Congressional Dis-
trict.

Asw. Stender, who has served in
the General Assembly since 2002, is
vice chairwoman of the Tourism and
Gaming Committee and serves on the
Transportation Committee. She was
first elected in 2001
and was reelected in
2003 and again in No-
vember of 2005.

The legislator
served on the Union
County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders for
eight years. She was
chairwoman in 1997.
Asw. Stender was
mayor of Fanwood
from 1992-1995. She
had previously served
as a borough council-
woman from 1988-
1990.

Mr. Ferguson defeated another
former Fanwood mayor, Maryanne
Connelly, in 2000 when he was first
elected to Congress. Reelected in
2002 and 2004, he is seeking his
fourth term.

He currently serves as vice chair-
man of the Health Subcommittee and
is a member of the Telecommunica-
tions and Internet Subcommittee, the
Commerce, Trade and Consumer Pro-

tection Subcommittee, and the Over-
sight and Investigations Subcommit-
tee.

According to his website, Demo-
crat Joseph Tricarico Jr., assistant
commissioner of the New Jersey De-
partment of Health and Senior ser-
vices and a dentist by training, de-
clared his candidacy for Rep.
Ferguson’s seat on September 19.

Asw. Stender stated in her press
release that she filed paperwork Tues-
day with the Federal Election Com-
mission to meet the requirements of a
candidate for the House of Represen-

tatives.
“This is the first

step in preparation of
a formal announce-
ment of my candi-
dacy,” Mrs. Stender
said. “I look forward
to discussing the
wide array of issues
that effect the lives
of the people of the
7th Congressional
District.”

“Issues such as ac-
cess to affordable
health care, providing
a quality education for

our children, improving our economy,
creating jobs, homeland security and
preparedness are the issues that face
the average person in New Jersey
each and every day.”

A lifelong resident of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains, Asw. Stender
and her husband Richard have lived
in Fanwood for 28 years and have
three children - Caroline, Niel and
Tyler.

Linda Stender

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROTECTING THE BOOKS...Workers are busy this week putting a new roof on
the Scotch Plains Public Library – implementing much needed improvements
recently approved by the township council.

Rezoning Unlikely to Impact
Staggard Place Outcome
by DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After hearing testi-
mony presented Monday night by
Fanwood developer Michael Galbraith
of JMG Properties regarding his ap-
plication to construct a new house on
Farley Avenue, the Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ments decided to continue the appli-
cation to next month’s meeting.

The application sought to construct
a house in a flood zone, which requires
a conditional use variance. JMG had

already demolished the existing house
and began construction on the new
foundation prior to knowing that a
conditional use variance was required.

The board requested more infor-
mation from JMG’s engineer, Adnan
Khan, on topographical calculations
that would indicate storm-water,
run-off conditions. Borough Engi-
neer, Joseph Pryor told the board
and the applicant that he disagreed
with Mr. Khan’s calculations. Mr.
Pryor said that building a larger

Planning Board to Resume
Lake Avenue Hearing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Next year,
the township planning board will con-
tinue a hearing on a subdivision appli-
cation on Lake Avenue that has raised
concerns from residents and some
board members who are concerned
about the suitability of building three
new homes on a property that is tra-
versed by a brook.

Northeast Developers Inc. is seek-
ing to subdivide the property at 1925
Lake Avenue into three new lots, with
two homes fronting on Lake Avenue
and the third situated behind them.
The brook that cuts through the rect-
angular-shaped property results in sig-
nificant wetlands at the rear of the
property. At a hearing in May, the
developers presented several possible
site plans, including one calling for a
cul-de-sac to be created for access to
the rear property and another calling
for a flag lot-type property at the rear.

Neighboring properties on Lake
Avenue, which are also cut in half by
the brook, are similarly shaped. Sev-
eral neighbors in May had spoken in
opposition to the application, mainly
citing the effects of flooding from the
brook on the proposed rear house.

Board members also asked for an

environmental impact study to be con-
ducted at the site and said the site plans
had to comply with recently issued
storm-water management regulations.

At the hearing on Monday evening,
revised plans were presented address-
ing storm-water management compli-
ance, a wider buffer area for the brook
and the results of soil testing. But board
engineer Thomas Quinn said there were
still some engineering issues needing
to be addressed, and questioned the
suitability for development of the rear
lot, which is closest to the brook. Board
planner Mary Moody agreed.

A handful of neighborhood residents
spoke about the application, reiterat-
ing their concerns about the effects of
development on the wetlands area,
which is populated with various spe-
cies of animals and birds. Several said
the subdivision would be “out of char-
acter for the neighborhood,” with one
saying such a move would “set a bad
precedent for the neighborhood.”

Northeast’s representatives will sub-
mit revised site plans in time for the
board’s February 13, 2006 meeting.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a subdivision application for
John DeRose, who will divide the
property at 839 Jerusalem Road into
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Kline, Calamaras End
Tenures on Borough Council

By ELISIA LAU
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood bor-
ough council closed the year by ex-
pressing thanks and bidding farewell
to council members Andrew
Calamaras and Stuart Kline at the
council’s meeting Tuesday night.

In addition to the retirement of Re-
publican members Calamaras and
Kline, six Webalo scouts from Den 8,
Pack 98 attended as special guests of
the council. Each scout read the com-
mittee reports for a council member.

Mayor Colleen Mahr honored Mr.
Calamaras for his service on the coun-
cil from 2003-2005. She described
him as a man who got the job done and
was a pleasure to work with.

Mr. Calamaras, who served three
years on council, stated his apprecia-
tion for the job of serving his commu-
nity and said he was particularly
pleased to have been able to meet
many Fanwood citizens who he ordi-
narily would not have met. He thanked
Eleanor McGovern, borough clerk and
administrator, for her dedication and
help as a councilman.

A resolution read by Mayor Mahr
described Councilman Calamaras as
“quiet and unassuming.” The coun-
cilman said, “three years is a short
time or a long time, and in this case it
has been both.”

Mayor Mahr subsequently honored
Mr. Kline, a nine-year council mem-

ber. She thanked Mr. Kline’s family
for sharing him with the council and
the community.

“Government ethics is measured
by the sincerity and dedication of the
people who serve their communities
and has been by you, Mr. Kline,”
Mayor Mahr said, reading a resolu-
tion of congratulations.

Mr. Kline said that it had been an
honor and a privilege to serve
Fanwood.

“During that time I’ve worked with
three mayors, 15 members of council,
three police chiefs, two public works
directors, two library directors and
one borough administrator, as well as
countless board members and com-
mittee volunteers,”he said.

“Serving on council has been per-
sonally rewarding, frequently challeng-
ing and occasionally tiring,” he added.

He told residents it is important to
be involved in local politics by read-
ing the papers, writing to council
members, attending meetings and un-
derstanding the issues. Both Mr.
Calamaras and Mr. Kline received
framed plaques with the borough seal
from the council.

Resident Michael D’Antuono in-
quired about the newly formed Sta-
tion Square LLC, which has replaced
the prior Landmark LLC in develop-
ing the Dean Oil Site. In light of
former LLC partner Raj Mukerji, who

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mayor Martin Marks said he was
“weary of having to deal with this again
and again: losing a good worker and a
good friend well before his time.” Speak-
ing to The Times about Mr. Hansen,
who was named township attorney when

Mr. Marks became mayor nearly six
years ago, Mayor Marks said it was
“very hard to believe he’s gone.”

“He really loved his job. He loved
the law. He loved being township at-
torney and he loved being municipal
judge in Fanwood,” the mayor said.
He called Mr. Hansen “an incredibly
likable and lovable guy who would go


