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Blue Devil Matmen Will Not
Be Forfeit Victims This Year

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devil Ice Men Conquer
Bernards, 11-3, in Opener

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After last year’s successful sea-
son, culminating in a NJISSA state
tournament berth, goals for this year’s
Westfield High School ice hockey
team are high. The team lost a num-
ber of seniors that had played signifi-
cant roles last year.

The Westfield Blue Devils’ first
game demonstrated that the team has
several young players who are ready
to step in to those roles and produce at
the varsity level. The Blue Devils
opened its season with an 11-3 vic-
tory over conference foe Bernards on
December 1 in Woodbridge.

Bernards could not keep up with
the Blue Devils’ first line of sopho-
more Jimmy Bender, sophomore Craig
Esposito and senior Captain Sal
Esposito. The trio combined for eight
goals, five from team captain Sal
Esposito. The Blue Devils also re-
ceived goals from freshman Michael
Foley, senior Alex Hodara and senior
Captain Jay Anderson. For Foley and
Hodara, it was their first career varsity
goal. Both Adam Becker and Eric
Zagorski played well in goal.

The Blue Devils continued their
season this week in the Cron Tourna-
ment with a showdown against Old
Bridge on December 5.

SHOWING SOCCER LEADERSHIP…Scotch Plains residents Christian
Hambleton, left, and Coach Rick Jacobs hope to guide the St. Benedict’s Prep boys
soccer team to an undefeated season.

SP’s Hambleton Leads No. 1
St. Benedict’s Boys Soccer

Scotch Plains resident, Christian
Hambleton, a senior at St. Benedict’s
Prep in Newark, has captained his
team along with co-captain Michael
Pezza to an undefeated soccer season.

Such excellence is no surprise for
St. Benedict’s Prep. This year it won
the Essex County Championship,
garnered its 19th consecutive State
Championship (between Prep A and
Parochial) and the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America has
ranked the school number one in the
nation.

Christian played center back and
has completed his third year on the
varsity team and his second year start-
ing. Off the field, Christian excels in
the classroom, with a 3.94 GPA and is
ranked second in his class.

Head Coach Rick Jacobs, also a
Scotch Plains resident, is the
winningest high school soccer coach
of all time in win percentage (.958).
He has an appreciation for this year’s
leadership that sets it apart from years
past: “Christian captained what could
arguably be called the best team that
St. Benedict’s Soccer has ever had.
This group will go down as one of the
most dominating teams during my 21
years at the school. Much of the suc-
cess needs to be attributed to Chris-
tian and co-captain Michael Pezza,
who got a group of students to trust
and follow them.”

Christian has signed a letter of in-
tent to attend Davidson College in
North Carolina, where he has been
offered a soccer scholarship.

“Colin is a smart wrestler. He has
developed a strategy where he can go
in there at 189 a little undersized and
do well. With a little bit more size, he
is going to be fine up there,” Kurz
said.

Senior Bob Mroz, who was injured
last year, will add strength to the 189-
lb class.

“He’s got a lot of good instincts. He
is a hard worker and picks up quickly,”
noted Kurz.

Senior Matt Kamel came on very
strong at the end of the season and
qualified for the regions at 119. This
year, Kamel is expected to compete
in the 130-lb realm.

“Matt is the kind of guy who de-
serves everything he gets,” said Kurz.
“He had a very productive summer.
He does what you ask him. He does it

as hard as he can.”
Another veteran, junior Colin

MacKay, will compete at 125-lbs. A
healthy Steve Cruikshank will fill the
215-lb spot. Freshmen are expected
to fill the majority of the remaining
weight classes.

“There are a number of freshmen
who are going to step in and make an
impact. Sam Reichbach (119-lbs) was
all over the mats this summer. From
June until August, I have seen a huge
growth from him and he is going to
continue to experience that growth,”
said Kurz. “Ricardo (Johnson – 140-
145)! When I think about some of the
athletes we have had. Maybe Lee
Tomasso has a similar athletic ability
but Ricardo, in terms of ability alone,
is in a class by himself. We are going
to work on his technique and see how
his work ethic is.”

Kurz added, “We are going to be
filling the lineup. I think a lot of
teams will be overlooking us. The
kids we had in the lineup last year are
all solid and some of the kids who we
are adding to the mix are not just
bodies. These are good wrestlers. I
expect to have at least 10 wrestlers
who are over .500. Two, three years
down the road, if this group of fresh-
men work as hard as our seniors have,
we are going to be a great team!”

LINEUP POSSIBILITIES:
103: — Nick DeFreitas/John Barnes
112: — Drew Bergin/Joe Panarese
119: — Reichbach
125: — MacKay
130: — Kamel
135: — Matt Shafer/Kyle Gibbons
140: — To be determined
145: — Johnson/Joe Corea/Andy
Castrorao
152: — Andrew Shafer
160: — Boyd
171: — Whitney
189: — Willard/Mroz
215: — Cruikshank
Hwt: — Zach Bullek (Sr)

WF Warriors Handle
Three of Four in Hoops

The Westfield Warriors, the sixth
grade boys travel basketball team,
coached by John O’Leary, traveled to
The Hill Academy in Pottstown, PA
to participate in the 2005 Invitational
Turkey Tip Off. Westfield easily
handled three of their four opponents
defeating Perk Valley, PA, 48-13;
Spring Valley (A), PA , 43-17; and
Spring Valley (B), PA, 65-29.

The Warriors loss came at the hands
of Hershey, PA, who had finished
fourth in the nation in last year’s AAU
tournament. The Warriors lost in a
close game, 37-33.

Alex Williams, Jackson O’Leary,
Nate Mitchell and Michael Mondon
paced the scoring. Mike Giaccone
and Ryan Elliott dominated the boards
along with Ned Allen who, with Chris
Albanese, led the defense in steals.
Jake Harris led the team in assists.

PARTICIPATING IN A TURKEY SHOOTOUT…The Westfield Warriors sixth
grade basketball team won three of four games at the Pocono Invitational Turkey
Shootout Tournament in Pottstown, Pa. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Paul Werner, Nate Mitchell, Jackson O’Leary, Chris Albanese and Mike Mondon;
second row, Jake Harris, Ned Allen, Alex Williams, Dan Burke, Mike Giacone and
Ryan Elliott; back row, Assistant Coach Mike Giacone, Head Coach John
O’Leary and Assistant Coach Rick Elliott.

Karen Clarkson www.clarkson photos.com/icehockeyfor The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTIMIDATING THE GOALIE…Blue Devil ice hockey ace Sal Esposito scored
five goals against Bernards in the season opener.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO REACT…Blue Devils Bob Mroz, top, and Peter Protogiannis wait
to react to the whistle during wrestling practice.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROOTING FOR THEIR TEAMS…The Blue Devils and Raiders root their
swimmers on in one of the final races of the evening at Wallace Pool in Westfield.


