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Letters to
the Editor

Don’t Be Confused: There Is Only
One Westfield United Way

Dear Fellow Westfielders: Don’t be
confused. There is only one Westfield
United Way (WUW). It has been the
WUW since 1937 that has assisted in
maintaining the unseen safety net of hu-
man care services in our town should you,
your family or your neighbors ever need
it.

It was the WUW that coordinated the
multifaceted support for the families dev-
astated by September 11th and continues
to do so today. It was WUW that in
response to citizens’ request developed
the WORD (Westfield Organizations
Resource Directory) supplying useful in-
formation regarding resources available
to all Westfield residents. It was the WUW
senior-citizen survey that identified the
needs of our elderly neighbors, resulting
in development of a senior transportation
service and the handyman program, both
facilitated by our member agency, Ameri-
can Red Cross of Westfield &
Mountainside. It was the WUW that
worked with the Westfield Caring Com-
munity Council to help settle Kosovo
refugee families and will be doing the
same for Katrina Gulf Coast families.
These are just a few examples of our local
touch.

This is our nature. We are proud to be
a locally focused grassroots agency. We
are Westfielders helping Westfielders and
always have been. This local focus sup-
ports the 19 human care agencies that

have demonstrated service to Westfield
residents. Through your support of us,
these agencies are also able to serve other
residents of the county as well, such as
ARC (Association of Retarded Citizens)
of Union County, Cerebral Palsy League
of Union County, Mental Health Asso-
ciation of Union County, Prevention Links
(substance abuse prevention), Union
County Legal Services, Visiting Health
Services of Union County, to name just a
few. Every year, each of these agencies
must demonstrate the value and effec-
tiveness of their programs and undergo a
review of their financial condition by our
Fund Distribution Committee to ensure
your dollars are spent wisely. This is our
promise to you.

All of this is accomplished by a staff of
only 1 full-time and 2 part-time dedicated
employees, allowing the WUW to boast
of a low dollar-donated-to-cost ratio that
is the envy of many a charitable organiza-
tion, much less our fellow United Ways.
Our secret is simple; it is the more than
300 neighbors who volunteer their time
and talents year after year as a way to give
back to others.

For more than 70 years through your
generous support, WUW has been consis-
tently improving the lives of our neighbors
in need. And we will continue to do so.

Scott Cassie
Vice President Board of Trustees

Westfield United Way

Skibitsky Thanks
Voters for Support

I am honored that the people of
Westfield have elected me to a four-year
mayoral term. Thank you for your trust
and confidence.

I want to express my appreciation to
the Westfield voters for their participa-
tion in the election process. I have often
said that our involved citizens are key to
our town’s strength. I also want to thank
all of the candidates who spent hundreds
of hours of their time seeking to improve
Westfield. Their campaigns contributed
many positive ideas that will help im-
prove our town in the years to come.

I am also grateful for the scores of
people who volunteered for my campaign.
I am humbled by your support. Finally, I
want to thank my wife Debbie and our
four children. Your love and support al-
low me to continue in public service. The
families of candidates make the greatest
sacrifice and are often overlooked.

Thank you all and I look forward to
continuing our public discussion over the
next four years as together we work to
make our great town even better.

Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor

Westfield

‘Guys And Dolls’ at
Deerfield School, Great!

The students at Deerfield School under
the direction, guidance and talent of
Jeannette Maraffi performed the produc-
tion of “Guys and Dolls,” Jr. Mrs. Maraffi
is a tireless perfectionist and that asset
was evident in the casting and talent of the
many students who performed.

Our hats go off to Assistant Director
and Choreographer Elizabeth Murad and
Wayne DeVico for his outstanding assis-
tance in design and set building. And to
Principal Burkardt, you should be very
proud of the hard work displayed by the
students, the staff and the many volun-
teers who assisted with ticket sales, pro-
gram book, painting and costumes.

For those of us sitting in the audience
and watching these students perform, it
truly was an experience. It was almost as
though the roll was designed for that
student.

A truly magnificent role was played by
Rebecca Witt as Miss Adelaide and by
Danielle Fine as Miss Sarah. Their voices
echoed the room and their performance
out shined the spotlights that were beamed
in their direction. I think we were all
mesmerized by the immense talent of
Alex DeRose as Nicely-Nicely, Tom
Black as Benny, Michael McGee as Rusty,
Dylan Turner as Sky and there are not
enough words to describe the remarkable
performance by Robbie Krienke as Nathan
Detroit.

But in order to make the production a
complete success, it couldn’t be done
without the other talented performers with
roles as the Hot Box Girls, Crapshooters,
the policeman and the Mission Band. A
cooperative effort by everyone made for
an extremely enjoyable evening.

For Eric Whyte in his role as Brother
Arvide Abernathy, there’s always a job
waiting for you with the Peace Corps.
And for Harry the Horse played by Dylan
Cunningham and Big Jule played by Joe
Komisinski, you guys were absolutely
great!

So Mrs. Maraffi, if in the beginning
you had any thoughts or reservations about
“Guys and Dolls” being a gamble or you
didn’t know where the ball would stop or
the chips would fall, you rolled them dice
and scored a big return on your invest-
ment. Congratulations to everyone!

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Rescue Squad Optimistic of Future
In Continuing to Attract Volunteers

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
thanks The Westfield Leader for publish-
ing an editorial in its December 1 issue
that indicates that our squad answers in
excess of 2,400 calls every year that in no
way costs the patient any expense.

Our squad is funded entirely by dona-
tions (which are tax deductible) and
manned by 60-plus certified EMTs who
are all volunteers and receive no mon-
etary compensation for their service to
the town. Additionally, we receive no
monies from the municipal government
to offset our expenses, so there is no
impact on any homeowner as far their tax
dollar is concerned.

We are in a position where each and
every duty crew is covered by at least two

EMTs. We have been certified by the
state as a class site for teaching basic
EMT courses and every class that has
been held at our location has been very
well attended.

From our perspective, as long as the
businesses and residents of the Town of
Westfield continue to support their squad,
we will attract the volunteers necessary to
continue to provide the best service to the
residents, visitors and guests of the town.
We are very optimistic that future
volunteerism, – as far as EMTs are con-
cerned – is very healthy indeed and we
look forward to providing the best care
for many years to come.

Executive Board
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

Westfielder Urges Residents to Attend
Cell Tower Meeting on Dec. 14

On Wednesday, December 14 at 7
p.m., in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing on East Broad Street, the Westfield
Board of Adjustment will hear and con-
sider the continuation of Cingular Wire-
less’ application for numerous variances
and site plan approval for the construc-
tion of an 85-foot cell phone tower on
the Wychwood Gardens property. I urge
not only the directly affected residents
of the surrounding neighborhoods, but
also all residents of Westfield, to turn
out at the hearing and voice their oppo-
sition to this application.

Any resident who feels that his or her
neighborhood will not be affected should
think again. Cingular indicated at the pre-
vious hearing that it is scouting out other
locations in residential neighborhoods in
Westfield to construct more towers.

Your neighborhood could be next on
its hit list. If the present application is

granted, it will be much easier for
Cingular to argue in the future for the
granting of additional approvals for other
towers in town.

This is an issue that affects all of us.
Do we want industrial towers to be
constructed in Westfield’s residential
neighborhoods?

This week, I am hand-delivering a 10-
page letter to the Board of Adjustment
and our other elected and appointed of-
ficials with citations to decisions from
other towns that successfully defeated
similar applications. This is a battle that
we can win.

At the previous hearing, more than
100 residents showed up in opposition
to Cingular’s application. I hope to see
at least as many of you at the December
14 hearing.

Joe Aronds
Westfield

DWC Dir. Comments on Editorial,
‘W’ Lawsuit With WF Chamber

Over my four years as executive direc-
tor of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), I have made a point of not
responding to adverse comments on the
editorial or news page. However, I must
respond to the editorials/cartoons in The
Westfield Leader’s election issue and sub-
sequent editions, as they are a grave dis-
service to the town and the volunteers
who make downtown Westfield the suc-
cess that it is.

Until reading your editorial, neither I
nor any of us at the DWC was aware that
you feel the DWC owes you money.
There are no unpaid bills from The
Westfield Leader in possession of the
DWC, and no communications from you
to this effect. Furthermore, our annual,
audited financial statements reflect no
such outstanding accounts payable. Had
you made the DWC aware of this issue,
I’m sure we could have resolved it.

The Record Press, Suburban News,
Courier News, Union County Voice, The
Star-Ledger have printed most of the
DWC’s press releases over the years, and
worked with us to communicate the down-
town news and events to the community.
Only The Westfield Leader refuses to
print the DWC’s press releases or con-
verts them to editorials – frequently con-
fusing the facts and re-writing them in a
sensationalized or controversial manner.
We would be pleased to advertise more
frequently in The Westfield Leader if we
were able to forge a partnership.

You insinuate that the DWC is some-
how attempting to skirt its by-laws with
respect to the appointment of a new vol-
unteer board member. In fact, the DWC
does not appoint its own board members.
They are appointed by the Town Council.
Furthermore, the Town Council has not
made any changes to the DWC’s by-laws
with respect to the appointment of direc-
tors. The Council, with the DWC Board
input, has recently discussed the possibil-
ity of some changes to the DWC’s by-
laws regarding the composition of the
board but has taken no action. As for the
board position currently open, the appli-
cations for this position go directly to the
Mayor’s office  the DWC does not handle
or consider them in any way.

You questioned the legality and ratio-
nale for the DWC hiring off-duty police
officers for the downtown. We hired these
officers to supplement the overstretched
police resources in response to concerns
expressed by the downtown businesses
and residents of an escalation of incidents
involving crowds at the Rialto Theater
and elsewhere. This is a common practice
of Special Improvement Districts and
specifically included in the enabling leg-
islation. This pilot program has been suc-
cessful.

The issue of the trademark W was
more than an argument about a letter of
the alphabet. We simply asked the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
not to use our branding created by the
DWC on a gift card program that we
have some specific concerns about, as
does our state legislature, which has
two bills pending concerning similar
programs and their related problems. In
spite of this, we pledge to continue to
work cooperatively.

The occupancy rate downtown contin-
ues at a solid 97 percent. Investment in
downtown exceeded $25 million in the
past three years alone. Over 125 build-
ings have been rehabilitated. Over 100
facades have been enhanced. Event activ-
ity has increased. The vibrant local shop-
ping and dining is the envy of many.
“Mom and pop” retailers (over 40 percent
of our total retail) have done well and
over 31 percent of our retailers have been
in business 25 years or more. Downtown
and residential real estate values have
advanced. Many business owners and
residents often report they are very happy
with the changes in town and often make
recommendations on how to make it bet-
ter. Many volunteers have contributed to
the success of the DWC.

Your editorials have suggested that it is
time to review the leadership and func-
tionality of the DWC. Officers are elected
annually within the volunteer Board of
Directors. The staff is reviewed annually.
Our mission, goals and objectives are
documented and our accomplishments
are made known in press releases, com-
munications and in an annual report to the
Town Council, business owners and the
community and can be found on our
website www.WestfieldToday.com.

Your last and all encompassing issue
was “Has the DWC morphed into some-
thing unintended.” The DWC Board of
Directors, committee volunteers and I
strongly disagree. Our accomplishments
and its continuing mission keep Westfield
downtown economically vibrant, attrac-
tive, user-friendly and safe and have re-
ceived state and national accolades. We
need to keep it moving forward.

I am proud to serve my town and have
done so with honor and the utmost integ-
rity on behalf of the downtown business
community, a job that can be very diffi-
cult and extremely rewarding. True lead-
ership is always controversial, but con-
troversy for the sake of controversy only
divides the community. We look forward
to working with our volunteers and wel-
coming new volunteers to the DWC in
2006.

Sherry Cronin
DWC Executive Director

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Should Governments, Boards and
Counties Be Merged in Our State?
New Jersey government entities borrowed enor-

mous sums of money to contend with operating
budget appetites, under-funded pensions, enlarged
salaries and benefit commitments and failed school
construction initiatives. This has occurred to such
an extent that debt cannot be expanded to deal with
these issues as prohibited by the State Constitution
and as ordered by the State Supreme Court.

Arguably, Wall Street imposes more practical
limits on government borrowing by setting the
bond ratings. New Jersey crossed over the line a
year or so ago and the bond rating was clobbered.
Acting Governor Richard Codey brought it back
under the threshold and the bond rating has since
been stabilized.

Every means thought of and possible to date for
increasing revenues, from gambling to traffic fines,
has been tapped.

Our new Governor Jon Corzine will have his
hands full dealing with this legacy and meeting his
campaign promises.

How will this be dealt with? Unfortunately, the
old standby method seems to be the only alterna-
tive – increasing property taxes. There are basi-
cally no controls on this hated, but readily acces-
sible, form of taxation in New Jersey.

Calls for a property-tax convention have failed
after much rhetoric. In fact, it never was a serious
effort from the start because all talk was limited to
only about how to tax, not coupled with how to
bridle expenditures and debt.

A new discussion is on the horizon now. The
Summit Common Council and the Change County
Government Steering Committee will co-sponsor
an educational forum entitled “The Millburn and
Summit Studies on County Government.” This
forum, the third of four offered at various loca-
tions in Union and Essex County, will take place
at the Summit City Hall Building, 512 Springfield
Avenue, Summit, in the Council Chambers from
7:30 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, December 15. The
featured speakers will be Millburn’s Mayor Tom
McDermott and Summit Councilwoman P. Kelly
Hatfield. The forum is free and open to the general
public.

Last week, a steering committee looking into
either abolishing or reducing the size of county
government held a meeting in Cedar Grove. It
featured a Massachusetts state senator who helped
in reducing the number of county governments in
his home state from 14 to five.

There is a big difference between New Jersey
and Massachusetts. Massachusetts’ counties were
facing fiscal emergencies when they were chopped.
Also, the state assumed control of much of the
operations handled by the county; i.e., county
hospitals and the courts. Despite Massachusetts’
action, the county portion of property taxes was
not reduced, although tax increases leveled off.

New Jersey has 21 counties, 566 municipal
governments and 603 school boards, not to men-
tion numerous authorities, agencies and organiza-
tions, which all have a stake in how government
spends, how money is borrowed and how taxes are

imposed.
Would merging services reduce property

taxes? How would the various government
unions react to such a move? Should the county
jails be under state control? Should the prosecu-
tors be in the state budget? Should municipali-
ties assume control over maintenance of county
roads in their jurisdiction? Does it make sense
to have 21 municipal tax assessors or should the
county assume this responsibility? Is there merit
to merging school districts to save money on
administrative costs?

Massachusetts voters approved a proposition
to limit county budget increases to 2.5 percent
annually. Would such a restriction work in New
Jersey? What about outstanding bonded debt?
Neighboring Essex County is approaching $100
million in debt.

According to Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, county government in New Jersey costs
taxpayers $6 billion annually. But would shifting
county operations to the state and towns actually
save taxpayers money? Or is this simply shifting
county government from the property tax to the
state income tax?

We encourage the Change County Government
Steering Committee to continue their efforts with
more of a focus on projected cost savings and not
simply a shift in responsibilities.

It seems easy to pick on the county, but there
appears to be the need for county government to
bridge the gap between the state and towns. The
question now is what should that role be?

There are many other questions such as why
does government spend more than it has? – “Be-
cause they can?” Some think spending more than
one has is progressive and good policy – well,
maybe, at times.

For the property taxpayer at the end of the line
that is forced to pay the bill, it’s beyond mounting
frustration for many. Too many are feeding out of
the trough fed by the bleeding stream of this open
wallet.

We don’t see property tax conventions or fo-
rums on county government having much of a
chance to be effective, although we heartedly
encourage the dialogue. The issues are too com-
plex and the interest groups are too deeply en-
trenched. Even well-meaning elected officials ad-
mit they have little control.

Since it’s all about money – your money –
radical simplicity may be the only solution. Per-
haps — limit the allowable amount of property
tax, period. Put it all in a pot and force the special
interest groups to fight it out amongst themselves
for their slice. If someone wants a bigger slice,
they will have to take it from someone else – not
you. This may cause corruption and fraud to
implode in a self-policing manner.

This may help you from being taxed out of your
home. But, it will do little about ‘eminent domain’
– the other battle being raged and coming over the
horizon.

How did we get ourselves into this, anyway?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Omphalocele – An umbilical hernia
2. Omophagia – The eating of raw flesh
3. Maugre – In spite of; in opposition to
4. Palpless – Having no feelers; such as

with insects
SOE

1. A large wooden vessel for holding
water

2. Folklore with reference to the sun
3. A toll formerly taken by millers for

grinding grain
4. In old English law, the power or

privilege of holding court in a given dis-
trict

ANTEPHIALTIC
1. A cover or lid for a basin or bowl
2. Preventing nightmare
3. A soothsayer; prophet
4. Food or drink presented as an appe-

tizer
THAROS

1. In botany, a spore case or sac as for
ferns or mosses

2. An ancient Greek lighthouse
3. A small American butterfly having

orange wings spotted with black and white
4. In Greek mythology, the Muse of

pastoral and comic poetry
MESSET

1. A piece of land cultivated by the
tenant for a share of the proceeds

2. A dog
3. Thin, soft, twilled silk cloth
4. An unsettled or confused state

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


