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Sheriff Officers Seek “Tree of
Hope” Donations for Kids

SHERIFF’S CHRISTMAS…Now in its 9th year, “Tree of Hope” provides gifts
for children. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Investigator Marybeth Gray,
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and Sgt. Marianne Hopko.

ELIZABETH — Union County
Sheriff’s Officers have set up their
annual “Tree of Hope” and are seek-
ing donations of toys and clothing for
children in need throughout the county
this holiday season.

“At this time of year, we think
about children enjoying the fun and
excitement of the holiday season but
it is important not to forget those kids
who are less fortunate,” Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich said.

Now in its 9th year, “Tree of Hope”
provides gifts for children with ter-
minal illnesses, who have been vic-
timized by domestic violence, or
whose lives have been affected by
HIV/AIDS.

“For almost a decade, these caring
Sheriff’s Officers have done a tre-
mendous job in helping these chil-
dren,” Sheriff Froehlich added. “I call
on everyone in Union County who
can lend a hand to please join in this
effort.”

Donations of cash to help provide
additional donations are also being
sought.

Contributions of money (tax-de-
ductible), toys and clothing can be
sent to: Union County Sheriff’s Of-
ficers Tree of Hope, Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J., 07207.

For more information, call Sgt.
Marianne Hopko at (908) 558-2574.

Mass. Senator Tells Panel
How to Reduce Counties

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CEDAR GROVE – Elected offi-
cials from Essex and Union counties
were given first-hand information on
how to abolish county government.

Massachusetts State Senator Rich-
ard Moore presented the November
30 forum, entitled “The Massachu-
setts Experience: Ending County
Government” and sponsored by
Montclair Area League of Voters and
the Change County Government
Steering Committee.

Massachusetts has reduced its num-
ber of counties from 14 to five. County
boundaries still remain intact due to
the legality of property lines. County
offices, such as registers of deeds and
registers of probates, were transferred
to the state, as were buildings and
land. Courts personnel had previously
been transferred to the state budget.

Differing from New Jersey, many
of Massachusetts’s counties had seri-
ous financial problems, which could
have lowered the state’s credit rating,
Senator Moore said.

“It was a 30-year effort (to abolish
county government). I hope it doesn’t
take you that long,” the senator told a
packed council chambers at the Ce-
dar Grove Municipal Building.

Senator Moore, serving his sixth
term, chaired the Senate Committee
on Counties and sponsored legisla-
tion to abolish county government in
Massachusetts because of antiquated
boundaries, unstable fiscal conditions
of counties, corruption, patronage and
mismanagement.

The legislator said one of the first
steps New Jersey citizens need to do
is investigate if any of the county
officials are in the state constitution.
“In our state, the sheriff is in the
constitution, while the rest of county
government was all by statute.”

In 1974, local communities in Mas-
sachusetts “became very frustrated
with county government. They didn’t
see it as really doing anything to help
them and it was an added burden onto
local property taxes,” Senator Moore
said. At this time, legislative control
of county budgets ended. County ad-
visory boards, represented by all
towns in a county, were created with
the authority to review and vote on
county budgets. In 1978, the state
took over the district courts, which
had been under the control of the
counties.

In 1980, Massachusetts’s citizens
adopted Proposition 2 ½, which stipu-
lated that property taxes could not
increase by more than 2.5 percent
over the previous year, excluding new

growth. “That started to strangle the
county budget process,” he said.

In 1990, Governor William Weld, a
proponent of eliminating county gov-
ernment, was elected. As chairman of
the County Government Committee,
Senator Moore sponsored legislation
to abolish county government. Other
leaders soon joined his effort.

Although some counties still exist,
he said the state took over control of
many of their functions, such as the
sheriff’s office, courts and agricul-
tural schools.

Among those attending the forum
was Summit Councilwoman Kelly
Hatfield, a member of the 14-mem-
ber Change County Government
Steering Committee. She noted that
county government in New Jersey “is
a $6 billion industry.” She added that
transferring some county responsi-
bilities to the state could be difficult
given the “dire condition” of the state
budget.

Senator Moore said many of the
costs were already in the state budget,
such as county jails and courts per-
sonnel.

Ms. Hatfield also asked what the
impact of the county takeover had on
local property taxes. Senator Moore
said there was not a reduction, but the
change “eased the increase” in taxes.

In response to a question by a Nutley
resident, Sally Goodson, Senator
Moore explained that Massachusetts
allows for dual office holders, but an
official cannot collect two salaries.

Essex County Freeholder Muriel
Shore of Millburn noted that the Essex
County debt is $87 million and pro-
jected to hit $105 million by 2007.

Senator Moore said the most debt a
Massachusetts county had was $30
million, which was mostly through
operation of a county hospital in the
red. He said the state sold some of the
property to generate revenue to pay
off the debt.

A Montclair resident questioned
how legislators were able to gain sup-
port of the rural counties in the take-
over of county governments. Senator
Moore said “the rural areas are actu-
ally making out better by getting rid
of (county) property taxes.”

Senator Moore said those in favor
of changing county government ion
New Jersey need to build alliances
and support among state lawmakers
and “sustain the momentum,” despite
likely setbacks along the way.

Glen Ridge Mayor Carl
Bergmanson said New Jersey’s prop-
erty tax system “is not fair. It’s not
based on your ability to pay.”

Ms. Hackett told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the committee is
building alliances. She said there is
support in Trenton for state takeover
of some county operations.

She said the location of a home
could cause a huge disparity in the
amount an owner pays in property
taxes. For instance, a Summit home,
which moved to Morris County, would
cause a $1,500 reduction in county
taxes, while the same home in Essex
County would jump taxes by $3,000.

“Is that a fair system? It’s really not
a fair system,” she said.

The Summit Common Council and
the Change County Government
Steering Committee will host a fo-
rum entitled, “The Millburn and Sum-
mit Studies on County Government”
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on Thursday,
December 15 at Summit City Hall.

JUST A FEW DAYS AGO…Y’s Men’s Club member Steve Suriano helps set up
the Christmas Tree sales lot in Westfield on Elm Street in balmy weather.

Freeholders, Directors
To Receive Pay Raises

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Last Thursday
night, the Union County Freeholders
introduced an ordinance to authorize
pay increases for themselves, as well
as department heads.

The freeholder chairman salary will
increase to $29,500, with the vice-
chairman’s salary rising to $30,500.
The remaining seven members of the
freeholder board will be paid $29,500,
a $1,500 increase from the current
$28,000 salary. Board salaries have
steadily climbed since 1999, when
they were $25,000.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the new salaries place
Union County sixth out of the state’s
21 counties in terms of wages. The
county, he said, is also the sixth in
total population.

In terms of department directors’
wages, County Manager George
Devanney’s salary will jump $7,000
to $151,471 from his current $144,258
pay, while Deputy County Manager
Elizabeth Genievich will be paid
$132,330, up almost $6,000.

Other department salaries are rising
as follows: County Counsel Robert
Barry, $136,500, up $5,250; Director
of Economic Development James
Daley, $102,375, saw his salary re-
main unchanged; Director of Engi-
neering and Public Works Frank Dann,
$116,357, up $5,400; Public Safety
Director Harold Gibson, $109,793, a
$4,000 hike; Finance Director Larry
Caroselli, $122,002, up over $4,500;
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo, $119,423, a hike of $4,500;
and Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Director Charles Sigmund, $113,816,
up $4,500. Department head raises are
retroactive to January 2005. A public
hearing and final vote on the ordi-
nance will be held Thursday, Decem-
ber 15 at 7 p.m. at the county adminis-
tration building in Elizabeth.

The board also approved a contract
with Green Meadow’s Children’s
Farm Company of Great Meadows to
operate a 25-exhibit educational farm
at the 23-acre Sevell property in
Scotch Plains. The farm is expected
to open by the end of spring.

The county purchased the Sevell
Ponderosa in 2003 for $10 million
through its open space fund. Accord-
ing to the county’s public information
department, the Green Meadows Farm
will feature approximately 140 ani-
mals from 15 different types of ani-
mals, tours, pony and hayrides, pump-
kin picking and picnic facilities.

The board approved a resolution au-
thorizing the inclusion of domestic part-
ners as eligible dependents under the
county’s heath benefits and pension plan.

At the start of the board’s agenda
meeting, the board presented resolu-

tions to members of the Union County
Emergency Response Team (UCEMP)
for their efforts in the Gulf Coast in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
congratulated the UCEMP teams “for
the sacrifices you made on our behalf.”

Freeholder Vice Chairman Al
Mirabella added, “You gentleman did
an outstanding job.”

UCEMP Captain Joseph Vitelli said
the group handled numerous responsi-
bilities, including search-and-rescue for
victims and search for bodies. The units
also patrolled against looters. Each unit
worked 14 days, with one day off—
time they spent rescuing animals.

Members of the team honored were:
1st Deployment, Captain Vitelli,

County Prosecutor’s Office; Martin
Mogensen, Lieutenant, Union County
Police Department; Donald Tempalsky,
Lieutenant, Linden Police Department;
George Marmarou, Sergeant, County
Sheriff’s Office; Daniel Fay, Detective,
Prosecutor’s Office; Brendan Sullivan,
Sheriff’s, Sheriff’s Office; Erik Finne,
Sheriff’s, Sheriff’s Office; Robert
Bartkus, Patrolman, Westfield Police De-
partment; Matthew Cove, Patrolman,
Hillside Police Department; Sean Young,
Patrolman, Hillside Police Department
and Clint Sporman, Patrolman, Kean
University Police Department.

Second Deployment, William
Hannon, Lieutenant, Kenilworth Po-
lice Department; Donald Amberg, Pa-
trolman, Mountainside Police Depart-
ment; Tindaro Caminiti, Detective,
Plainfield Police Department; Jonathan
Tilton, Patrolman, Rahway Police De-
partment; Art Bruschetti, Patrolman,
Scotch Plains Police Department; Oliver
Kalebota, Detective, Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, and James Weinberg, Detective,
Prosecutor’s Office.

Third Deployment, Ernest Schmidt,
Patrolman, Berkeley Heights Police
Department; Daniel Sims, Patrolman,
Kenilworth Police Department; Dou-
glas Fortuna, Detective, Linden Police
Department; Jerry Plum, Patrolman,
Plainfield Police Department; Thomas
Sarnecki, Patrolman, Scotch Plains
Police Department; Richard Proctor,
Patrolman, Summit Police Department;
Dennis Burke, Sergeant, Sheriff’s Of-
fice, and Richard Cederquist, Lieuten-
ant, Sheriff’s Office.

During the board’s agenda meet-
ing, freeholders considered a resolu-
tion from Joseph Jingoli & Son, Inc.
of Lawrenceville to increase their
contract construction services at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside by $129,319 to a
total of $489,976.

The contract is part of the $5.9 mil-
lion expansion project that will triple
the size of the museum. Construction
is nearly complete, with placement of
exhibits still to be completed.

PLEASE HELP...Isabelle, a Husky/
Shepard mix is missing since Sunday,
last seen near Tamaques Park in
Westfield. Please contact Noreen at
(908) 578-1730 or Dawn at (908) 419-
5995 with information. She is a gentle
and friendly dog.

Y’s Men Christmas
Tree Sales Start

WESTFIELD — It was a nice
balmy November day when the Y’s
Men’s Club set up the tree lot at the
Elm Street Field. Now it’s beginning
to feel a lot like Christmas!

All proceeds of purchases at the
Y’s Men’s Tree Lot get funneled back
into the community for local
children’s programs.

Hours are weekdays from noon to
9 p.m. and weekends from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. through December 23. A variety
of trees including fir and balsam are
available, in varying sizes, as are
wreaths, grave covers and stands. The
Y’s Men’s Club members and volun-
teers will cut, trim and bag the tree for
you and carry it to your car.

For more information, please con-
tact ysmensclub@westyfieldnj.com.


