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POLICE BLOTTER

THE BRITISH ARE COMING…Last Saturday, master cartoonist Frank Thorn,
dressed in a brilliant red coat similar to British General Howe and signed his new
book, The Illustrated History of Union County. Proceeds from the book sale at
Barnes and Noble went to the Aunt Betty Frazee Restoration Project.  For more
information, please see www.fsprotary.org/frazee or join the “Friends of Frazee
House” by calling Pat Plante at (908) 232-2162.

borough, the mayor told The Times,
“Mr. Mukherji was regarded as a le-
gitimate contract purchaser by Saver
Shares, the landowner, and as a legiti-
mate development partner by Land-
mark.

“We were satisfied that he had a
valid legal contract and controlled
the property,” she said. “The bor-
ough, not being in the line of title to
the land, was not obligated to verify
Mr. Mukherji’s background or quali-
fications,” Mayor Mahr stated. “He
only played a minor role in bringing
together the landowner, the devel-
oper and the borough’s redevelop-
ment agency,” she added.

Extensive background checks were
conducted on the principles for the
development plan, she added, and
Landmark will now assume full legal
and financial responsibility for de-
veloping the property.

Mr. Mukherji is named as a partner
along with Trenton attorney, former
gubernatorial candidate and former
Prosecutor of Morris County Michael
Murphy, with Impact NJ, LLC. Im-
pact NJ is described on its website as
a full-service government affairs firm
with an emphasis on lobbying.

Mr. Murphy verified that Mr.
Mukherji was a legitimate business
associate in his lobbying firm.

Mr. Murphy said that it is outra-
geous if law enforcement is engaging
in unfounded character assassination,
as Mr. Mukherji alleges. “They should
verify their facts and if proven wrong,
they owe Mr. Mukherji an apology,”
Mr. Murphy said.

Among Mr. Mukherji’s many
titles, published on several of his
websites, he claims to be: a CEO and
director of technology, marketing
consultant, political adviser and ex-
perienced adviser in government
contract procurement, a military de-
fense intelligence specialist and lin-
guist in the Marine Corps.

Mr. Murphy said he has known Mr.
Mukherji for seven years and said he
is an enormously accomplished and
remarkable young man. “He has many
accomplishments on record. He
doesn’t need to fabricate or embellish
any,” Mr. Murphy added.

Impact NJ lists approximately 20
client companies on its web site but
handled only $3,000 in expenditures
for 2004, according to the State of
N.J.’s lobbyist expenditure’s site. The
Impact NJ website states that their
partners have a combined total of 50
years of experience, but it does not
indicate how many of those years are
credited to Mr. Mukherji.

The Marine Corps Reservist Unit,
3rd Battalion, 14th Marines in Phila-
delphia verified that Mr. Mukherji
was a Corporal in their battalion.
Thomas Edison College also verified
that Mr. Mukherji was a graduate of
their college with a degree in Liberal
Arts.

On the web site Wiredvisions.com,
among Mr. Mukherji’s numerous
business associations, he listed realtor
Paul Di Francesco as a “partner” in
Murkerji Holdings, LLC. Local at-
torney Andrew Baron is listed as
Murkerji Holding’s “general coun-
sel.” Former Westfield Mayor and
attorney Tom Jardim is listed as being
“general counsel” to Mukherji Prop-
erties, LLC.

In separate interviews with The
Times, both Mr. DiFrancesco and Mr.
Baron denied having those exact busi-
ness relationships with Mr. Mukherji.
Mr. DiFrancesco stated, “I am not
and have never been a ‘partner’ with
Mr. Mukherji.”

Mr. Baron stated, “I am not general

The zoning board’s decision ended
a year of hearings as well as efforts by
neighbors to defeat the application. A
year ago, neighbors formed a group
called “Save The Island” to focus
their efforts on Mr. Lustbader’s ap-
plication.

The group held two rallies at the
island, hired an attorney, Marc Rogoff,
to represent their views before the
board, started a website, wrote letters
to local newspapers and turned out in
force at each hearing over the past 12
months.

One of the group’s founders, Don
Cardiff of Wellington Downs, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
after the board’s vote that he was
“really pleased with the outcome.”
The board “acted in a fair and bal-
anced and professional manner.”

He said he was proud of the legal
team and singled out the efforts of “so
many people who were involved in
the two rallies and the raising of money
to hire the professional help we needed
and kids passing out flyers.

He said the group “will remain
focused and active until we get [the
property] rezoned, and will not rest
until it’s preserved in its natural state.”
Currently, the eastern half of the is-
land is a township-owned conserva-
tion zone, and Mr. Cardiff said he
would like the township council to
either purchase the other half of the
island or rezone it.

Robert Kraus, the attorney for Mr.
Lustbader, told The Times after the
board’s rejection of the application
that Mr. Lustbader has not yet de-
cided whether he will take further
action in an effort to build a house on
the site.

Our 66th Year
389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains • (908) 322-7126

www.johnsmarket.com

For Christmas
& Hanukkah!

ORDER NOW!

• HOMEMADE KIELBASI

• FREE RANGE ORGANIC POULTRY

• FRESH HAMS

• FIRST CUT BRISKETS

• FRESH TURKEYS
Eberly Farms - No additives.  Also Geese, Capons & Ducks.

• SMOKED HAMS
(Spiral cut 1% salt, no fat; Guaranteed the best ham

 you’ve ever tasted or your money back.)

• ELEGANT CROWN ROAST
(Lamb or Pork)

When you buy

PRIME,

ask to see the

PRIME Stamp

Order Our
Fresh Seafood for

Christmas Eve

Old Fashioned
Custom Cuts &

Personalized Service

• PRIME FILET MIGNON
(De-fatted)

• USDA PRIME RIB ROAST
(1st Cut) Aged to perfection.  No finer Prime Rib anywhere.

DON’T BE FOOLED:

THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!
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Fanwood Developer
Removed From Project

counsel for Mukherji Holdings.” Nei-
ther Mr. DiFrancesco nor Mr. Baron
would comment further on their busi-
ness relationship with Mr. Mukherji.
Mr. Jardim could not be reached for
comment.

In legal documents obtained by The
Times, a real-estate transaction indi-
cated that Mr. Di Francesco was the
real-estate agent of record who
handled the sale of a piece of property
for Mr. Mukherji and Andrew Baron
was the attorney who handled a prop-
erty sale for him.

Attorney Michael Okechuku veri-
fied that he is the general counsel for
Wiredvisions Corporation operated
by Mr. Muhkerhi.

Rene Regencia, director of opera-
tions for Lucid Disposal Services,
LLC of Westfield, verified that Mr.
Mukherji was in fact a partner in his
company as “Director of Government
Affairs,” acting as his liaison with
government regulatory boards.

“There is no doubt in my mind that
I will be cleared of the absurd and
overreaching charges in last week’s
indictment. There is overwhelming
evidence in my favor,” Mr. Mukherji
stated.

Amy Criscuolo, Esq. of
Mandelbaum & Salsburg, confirmed
that they are the law firm represent-
ing Mr. Mukherji in the above indict-
ments. However, Ms. Criscuolo said
that they had no comment on the
matter at this time.

Mr. Mukherji added that being in
politics lends itself to making en-
emies, but he saidthat he will not
allow his enemies to stop him from
pursuing a successful career in poli-
tics.

Board member John Deitch com-
mented that certain types of busi-
nesses attracted loitering by certain
types of people, which was not de-
sired in Fanwood.

Board member Dale Flowers com-
mented that dollar stores might be too
specific and not clearly defined. Board
Chairman Gregory Cummings sug-
gested prohibiting all types of “bar-
gain stores,” “resale stores” and “dis-
count stores,” but not antique stores.

Other types of prohibited busi-
nesses that will be recommended to
the council include: tarot/fortune card
reading, car washes, car parts stores
and community drop-in centers. The
board discussed the need to clarify
the definition of gaming stores, which
would not necessarily prohibit
Internet access cafes. Video arcade
games would be permitted in stores
as long as it was not the predominant
type of business in that store.

The council will vote on the rec-
ommendations, which they can ac-
cept, reject or modify.

On another matter, the board voted
to recommend changes to the
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Fanwood Planning Bd.
borough’s cell-tower ordinance to the
council. Board member John Deitch
enumerated the changes to the ordi-
nance, which would require compa-
nies to agree to waive confidentiality
and to release confidential data and
information compiled regarding sur-
rounding towns.

Recommendations also limit place-
ment of cell towers to certain sites
while eliminating other sites. The cost
of placing antennas on existing tow-
ers would no longer be accepted as a
prohibitive factor justifying an
applicant’s need for a new tower.

Several applications were approved
at the November board meeting. A
two-story addition at 130 Tillotson
Road, a conditional use variance for a
two-story addition on Forest Road,
and a bulk variance on Helen Street
were among the applications ap-
proved by the board.

The next agenda meeting of the board
will be held on Monday, December 12
and the next regular meeting will be
held on Wednesday, December 21.
Meetings are held in the Fanwood coun-
cil chambers at 7:30 p.m.

Westfield
Monday, November 28, Kalief

McCauley, 29, of Plainfield, was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at South Av-
enue and Crossway Place for an outstand-
ing warrant out of Plainfield. He was
released after posting bail.

John Alyegbo, 59, of Hillside was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Virginia Street for an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield. He
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, December 1, Shanzi Li, 42, of
Flushing, NY; Keum H. Park, 40, of Cliffside
Park, were arrested and charged with en-
gaging in prostitution. Keum S. Park, 40, of
Cliffside Park was arrested and charged
with promoting prostitution. Police said the
arrest occurred at 348 South Avenue, East.
Bail was set at $750 for Li and Keum H.
Park and $1,500 for Keum S. Park, police
said. All three were released after posting
bail pending a court appearance on Wednes-
day, December 7 after press time.

Jose Miranda, 20, of Elizabeth was
arrested at the Clark Police Department
on outstanding warrants of $350 out of
Westfield, $350 out on Monmouth Junc-
tion, and $280 out of Elizabeth. Miranda
was transferred to the Union County jail
in Elizabeth where he was being held on
bail.

Friday, December 2, Carlos Vasquez-
Deleon, 37, of Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated at South Avenue and Drake Place.
Police said Vasquez-Deleon was arrested
after refusing a breathalyzer test. He was
released to a responsible adult.

Anthony Coles, 28, of Plainfield, was
arrested at the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding $250 warrant out
of Westfield. He was being held on bail.

Berangere J. Pierrelousis, 35, of Jersey
City, was arrested on North Avenue for
exhibiting a simulated insurance card to a
police officer. He was released pending a
court hearing on December 7.

Mark Collins, 20, of Jersey City was
arrested at South Avenue and Sussex
Street on a warrant out of Bayonne.

Saturday, December 3, a Glen Avenue
resident reported that someone broke into
their 1991 Lexus and stole a purse con-
taining $40 in cash, a $50 gift card, a New
Jersey’s driver’s license, credit cards and
personal papers. In addition, two elec-
tronic games and memory cards were
reportedly removed from the trunk.

Sunday, December 4, a Stanmore Place
resident reported that her 1999 Mercury
Villager was burglarized. The victim re-
ported that $200 in electronic items was
stolen.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 28, a student at the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported being the victim of criminal mis-
chief. The student stated that while at-
tending class unknown persons scratched
her vehicle’s side door, causing several
hundred dollars in damage.

Thursday, December 1, a resident of
Ravenswood Lane reported being the vic-
tim of theft. The resident stated that un-
known persons removed items from her
vehicle. There was no sign of forced entry
into the vehicle.

Friday, December 2, a patron of a Park
Avenue restaurant reported being the vic-
tim of theft. The victim stated that while
attending a party her wallet was stolen
from her purse. The wallet contained
money and credit cards.

Saturday, December 3, John E.
Johnson, 18, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with receiving stolen prop-
erty and possession of a weapon follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, Johnson was stopped for failure to
display license plates.

Police said a further investigation re-
vealed that the vehicle had a stolen tem-
porary tag. Johnson was also found to be
in possession of a silver-bladed knife. He
was held on $1,500 bail.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 29, a Midway

Avenue resident reported the theft of a
bike from her garage. The bike was val-
ued at $300.

Thursday, November 30, Edward
Lenkiewicz, 55, of Rahway was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for ficti-
tious plates revealed outstanding war-
rants. Lenkiewicz was also charged with
displaying fictitious plates.

Thursday, November 30, a Terrill Road
resident reported the theft of a motor
vehicle that was parked in the rear of the
residence. The vehicle was valued at
$3,200.

Thursday, November 30, Adam
Niecikowski, 30, of Manville was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, November 30, a South Av-
enue business owner reported the theft of
a snow plow from the rear of the business.
Stolen along with the plow was a plow
pump and a light assembly kit. The value
of the plow is $3,500. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Friday, December 2, Fredrick Knecht,
Jr., 64, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for out-
standing warrants.

Sunday, December 4, Anthony Reed,
36, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Police
said Reed was found asleep in his parked
car on LaGrande Avenue at 12:50 a.m.
with the motor turned off, but with the
keys still in the ignition.

Monday, December 5, a juvenile was
arrested for possession of stolen plates
following a motor vehicle stop for un-
clear plates.

Mountainside
Thursday, December 1, Walter H.

Singleton, 49, of Newark was picked up
at the Essex County jail on outstanding
warrants in the amount of $495.

Thursday, December 1, Marlon D.
Peek, 29, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a random motor vehicle stop,
which revealed an active warrant from
Georgia. Peek was also charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license and driving
with an open container of alcohol. Geor-
gia refused extradition.

Friday, December 2, Giomar A.
Martinez, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
on Route 22 following a motor vehicle
stop for a loud muffler. Martinez was also
arrested for driving with a suspended
license and possession of under 50 grams
of marijuana.

Sunday, December 4, Joseph K. Beford,
21, of Newark was arrested on Route 22
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants. Beford was
also charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana.

Sunday, December 4, Martyn R. Free-
man, 21, of Plainsboro was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Zoning
with or raise birds are most suscep-
tible to the avian flu.

“It’s really bird flu,” he said. He
said a major concern is that ultimately,
the deadly virus will begin to infect
people, spread and mutate into a new
strain.

However, Mr. Sherr expressed his
view that there is considerable “hys-
teria” surrounding avian flu and said
that he doesn’t foresee a U.S. out-
break in the near future. A vaccine is
not yet available, but research is on-
going.

Mr. Sherr and Ms. Trovisano also
discussed the emergency plan that
the board is developing in the event of
a local outbreak.

If an outbreak occurs and a vaccine is
available, first responders and their fami-
lies will be the first to be immunized; a
first responder is any emergency volun-
teer, including the police and fire depart-
ments, EMTs and any other municipal
official or citizen that volunteers to assist
the community in the event of disaster.

The Union County Local Informa-
tion Network and Communication
System (LINCS) is collaborating with
the Westfield Regional Board of
Health to compile a first responder
list for all participating towns. LINCS
has set January as the deadline for the
communities to submit their first re-
sponder lists.

In addition to protecting first re-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
Discusses Avian Flu

sponders and their families in the
event of an outbreak, it is imperative
for health officials and citizens to be
extremely hygienic.

“If you have no vaccine, you rely
heavily on good sanitation and good
hygiene,” Mr. Sherr said.

Mr. Sherr and Ms. Trovisano be-
lieve that the flu shot is extremely
beneficial for people of all ages.

“The thought is that yearly flu vac-
cines will help protect people down
the line,” Ms. Trovisano said.

The Jessica Lunsford Act was an-
other public safety item on the agenda.
The Jessica Lunsford Act sets a man-
datory sentence of 25 years to life in
prison for people convicted of mo-
lesting children under 12. If offend-
ers serve less than life, they will be
required to wear a global tracking
device upon their release so authori-
ties can monitor their whereabouts.

At a previous meeting, Council-
man Stuart Kline encouraged the
council to support legislation such as
this bill in efforts to protect Fanwood
from pedophiles.

Mr. Kline is a father of young chil-
dren, and he said that the recent at-
tempted abduction of a girl in Scotch
Plains really struck him and was the
impetus for his advocacy of the Jes-
sica Lunsford Act.

pected to approve a two-year contract
for Caffrey Tree Service for shade
tree work over the coming two years.
The hourly rate will be $115.50 vs. a
$200 bid submitted by Don’s Tree
Service. In a memorandum, Mr.
DiNizo said Caffrey, which has per-
formed this service for several years,
“has done an excellent job for the
township.”
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