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Meghan Gill for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAYOR’S GALA AWARD...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
Executive Board is all smiles, being named the 2005 Volunteer Organization of the
Year award winner at the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala last Friday night at
Shackomaxon Country Club.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WONDERFUL PAIR...As in each year, these beautiful animals dutifully await
children to climb into the carriage for a ride around downtown Scotch Plains
during the holiday celebration last Sunday.

Meghan Gill for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOLUNTEER AWARD...Richard Bousquet smiles with his wife Suzanne upon
being named the Male Volunteer of the Year at the Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
last Friday night.

SP Mayor’s Charity Gala
Awards Volunteers of Year

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The fifteenth
annual Mayor’s Charity Gala was held
at Pantagis Renaissance last Friday
evening, December 2. The evening’s
festivities featured an award presen-
tation to volunteers in the commu-
nity, dinner, music, a silent auction
with prizes donated by local mer-
chants and individuals, a 50-50,and a
raffle sponsored by the Scotch Plains
Fanwood YMCA.

All proceeds will benefit the Mu-

nicipal Alliance Committee (MAC)
and American Red Cross. The Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee is a
grassroots volunteer organization, as-
sisting the community in the preven-
tion of substance abuse by coordinat-
ing efforts of a wide variety of com-
munity agencies.

Mayor Martin Marks and gala com-
mittee members continued the tradi-
tion of recognizing volunteers-of-the
year honorees. The mayor presented
the annual award to a male and fe-
male and an organization who have

demonstrated exemplary voluntary
service in the Township of Scotch
Plains.

This year, the recipients of this
esteemed award were Jeanette
Rotella, Richard Bousquet and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer As-
sociation.

Mrs. Rotella has been an integral
part of the success and growth of the
Golden Age Senior Club. She was
club president for 10 years, ensuring
the organization of guest speakers,
hosting several events and escorting
seniors to medical appointments. She
has also volunteered at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
for three years.

“Since I am the youngest daughter
from a large family, I understand how
to help older people. I always would
treat them with respect and dignity, as
I did my own mother,” she said.

Mrs. Rotella was born and raised in
Westfield and has been a resident of
Scotch Plains for 40 years.

Originally from Plainfield, Mr.
Bousquet and his family moved to
Scotch Plains in 1980 after living in
Rhode Island. He owns a construc-
tion services consulting firm in Scotch
Plains and has been an active member
of the Scotch Plains community for
many years, giving his time and re-
sources to many organizations.

Mr. Bousquet was involved in the
World War I monument restoration
project, the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association and the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and he has been an active
member of the St. Barthlomew’s
School for nine years. He has served
as the president of the Historical So-
ciety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
since 1990 and as an active member
of the Union County 200 Club, a not-
for-profit organization concerned with
supporting families of police, fire and
EMT services members injured or
fatally hurt in the line of duty.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soc-
cer Association was founded in 1977.
The association is the single largest
youth sports provider in the town-
ship, serving 2,000 youngsters and
330 parent volunteers.

Many positive things have come to
pass for the association, such as six new
travel teams, new training programs for
second and third graders, age-specific
coaches training curriculum, scholar-
ships for high-school seniors and pre-
kindergarten training with the
MetroStars Training Academy.

Jim Fawcett, president of the
association’s board, said, “Although
the current executive board is here to
receive this award, it is testimony of
those who built the association 28
years ago.”

Attendees at the Mayor’s Gala in-
cluded committee members, past
mayors, the board of education, past
award recipients and friends and fam-
ily members of current recipients.
The invocation was presented by Fa-
ther John Paladino, Pastor of St.
Bartholomew’s Parish.

Indicted Developer Removed
From Fanwood Project

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the Fanwood
Downtown Redevelopment Project
would not be hindered or impacted
by the recent indictment of one of the
development partners for the former
Dean Oil Site on LaGrande Avenue.
A five-count indictment was handed
down on November 30 by a Middlesex
County Grand Jury, charging
Fanwood resident Raj Mukherji, age
21, with stalking two women, bur-
glary, contempt of court and witness
tampering, according to court docu-
ments.

The alleged crimes took place in
various locations throughout
Middlesex and Union Counties, in-
cluding Fanwood, between Novem-
ber 2003 and October of 2005.

“The Fanwood Police are assisting
the Middlesex County Prosecutor’s
Office,” said Lt. Richard Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department. A search
warrant was executed over the sum-
mer for Mr. Mukerji’s apartment in
Fanwood, Lt. Trigo confirmed. The
charges allege that Mr. Mukherji pres-
sured one of the women to not testify
against him, violated a restraining
order and broke into a Fanwood resi-
dence.

A Fanwood resident, who does not
want to have his name published,
called The Times to say that he wit-
nessed law enforcement officers re-
moving computers from Mr.
Mukherji’s apartment several months
ago, including officers wearing what
appeared to be FBI uniforms.

Assistant Middlesex County Pros-
ecutor Manuel Samaro said he would
not comment on the case and did not
want to try the defendant in the press.
Neither the Prosecutor’s Office nor
the Fanwood Police Department
would confirm if the FBI was in-
volved.

Mr. Mukherji told The Times that

the indictment stemmed from an
elaborate retaliation scheme con-
cocted by a former female acquain-
tance, whom he alleges has made
numerous false accusations.

“The prosecutor has cast doubt
before the grand jury on my reputa-
tion and past business connections,
which I am anxious to defend,” Mr.
Mukherji told The Times. “I am cer-
tain that as information comes out, I
will be cleared of these charges,” he
added.

The Landmark Company has re-
moved Mr. Mukherji as a develop-
ment partner from the limited liabil-
ity company, Mukherji-Landmark
LLC, reported Jeff Weinflash, project

manager and spokesperson for Land-
mark.

The decision, to remove Mr.
Mukherji from the LLC was made,
Mr. Weinflash said, in anticipation of
his being deployed as a reservist in
the Marine Corps.

“His removal had nothing to do
with the recent indictments against
him,” Mr. Weinflash, told The Times.
The Mukherji-Landmark LLC is now
known as the Station Square,
Fanwood LLC, Mr. Weinflash said.
When asked whether the borough
screened Mr. Mukherji’s background
as a prerequisite to his being named
as a development-partner with the

Ho, Ho, Ho!
I want to thank the children who

came out to see me at the Holiday Cel-
ebration in Scotch Plains this past Sun-
day. Approximately 300 children came
by to visit. Mrs. Claus and I had a lot of
fun meeting so many great children
and their families.

Thank you to the Fire Department,
Department of Public Works, Recre-
ation Department and TV-34 for help-
ing to set up the event, allowing it to run
smoothly. Thank you to the Police De-
partment for keeping everyone safe.
Thanks also to the volunteer elves for
making it a fun day. A special thank
you goes to Mayor Marks for his help
in lighting the beautiful Christmas tree
in Alan Augustine Park. The park
looked beautiful covered in snow. I’m
just sorry I couldn’t grant the mayor’s
wish for a victory for his beloved Hokies.

A special thank you goes to SPBPA
President Lisa Mohn of Apple Blossom
Flower Shop and the volunteers of the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association for planning the event and
making it a wonderful success.

I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies and milk on
Christmas Eve! You might make it
skim milk – I’ve put on some weight
this year.

Santa Claus, North Pole
Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SANTA’S IN TOWN...Last Sunday, Santa Claus visited Scotch Plains and listened to all the children’s Christmas wishes.

SP Zoning Board Rejects
Cooper Road Island Home

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — To the de-
light of dozens of neighborhood resi-
dents, the township zoning board of
adjustment last Thursday turned down
an application to build a house on the
western half of the Cooper Road is-
land.

In rejecting the application by Mark
Lustbader of West Orange, who rep-
resented HUB Realty and was seek-
ing a lot-size variance to build a large
home on the property currently owned
by AT&T, the board cited traffic safety
concerns as well as unease about what
such a large house might do to the
character of the neighborhood that is
situated between Terrill Road and
Rahway Road.

“Safety is the paramount concern,”
said board member Tim Livolsi at the
start of the board’s discussion of the
application. He cited questionable
sight distances from the property’s
proposed driveway, the safety of ve-
hicles traveling along the winding
stretch of Cooper Road near the prop-
erty and the stream at the rear of the
proposed home that he said was situ-
ated in a ravine seven or eight feet
below the level of the property.

Board member Chris Abeel, noting
that a variance was being sought be-
cause the lot size was 33,405 square
feet in a zone where the minimum
size is 40,000 square feet, said that
“even if it met zoning requirements, I
cannot envision any circumstances”
where he would favor a house being
built there.

Mr. Anderson pointed out that the
proposed home would be located
“substantially closer to the road than
other homes in the area” and, due to
the unusual shape of the property,
would, in essence, have three front
yards and no backyard. Those were
factors he said, that “can’t be miti-
gated.”

Board member Brian Doyle cited

an April 2005 police department traf-
fic study that concluded that the is-
land “is not a safe place to build a
home.”

The board’s 7-0 rejection of the
application, which met with loud ap-
plause from the several dozen resi-
dents in attendance, came after testi-
mony earlier in the evening from Pe-
ter Dorram, a professional planner
hired by Cooper Road resident Vince
DeLisi who cited a number of con-
cerns with the proposal and said it
was “inconsistent with local zoning
ordinances and the master plan as it
relates to environmental consider-
ations and the character of the neigh-
borhood.”

Mr. Dorram termed the proposal
“an aesthetic disaster.”

Following Mr. Dorram’s testimony
on the neighbors’ behalf, 12 residents
of Cooper Road and Wellington
Downs spoke in opposition to the
application, with most raising con-
cerns about increased traffic in the
area as well as destroying a piece of
property that Cooper Road resident
Art Lieberman called “an asset to our
entire neighborhood.”

Mr. Lieberman, urging the board to
enforce local zoning regulations, said
“if we didn’t care about the character
of neighborhoods, we wouldn’t have
zoning laws.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FW Proposes Changes to
Laws on Types of Businesses

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning and
zoning board discussed changing sev-
eral ordinances and procedures at their
monthly meeting on November 30.

The board discussed whether they
could prevent an application from
being pulled immediately prior to a

likely denial, as occurred during a
hearing held last month. The current
procedure allows an application to be
withdrawn after hours of testimony,
questioning of witnesses and after
hearing the board’s discussions, but
prior to a vote.

This withdrawal allows applicants
to resubmit an application after hear-
ing the board’s position. By making a
motion to vote prior to discussing an
application, the rule could prohibit a
premature withdrawal.

The board referenced the Sansone
case as setting the legal precedent
that would allow them to make this
change to their procedures. The re-
vised resolution will be read and voted
on at the next regular meeting.

In other business, the board de-
cided to revise recommendations that
they will make to the borough council
regarding additions to the prohibited
uses ordinance. Board members dis-
cussed adding dollar stores, video
arcades, tattoo parlors and pawn shops
to the existing list of prohibited uses
in the downtown redevelopment area.

With a limited amount of window
space and only two blocks of store
fronts, the board decided that they
wanted predominantly retail stores to
display goods rather than these types
of service shops.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Hedge Property Subdivision
OK’d; Rezoning Is Next Step

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After years
of debate by the municipal govern-
ment, the piece of township-owned
property next to the Municipal Build-
ing on Park Avenue will be subdi-
vided, and the town intends to sell it
for private development.  At the town-
ship council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday evening, Mayor Martin
Marks said the planning board had
recently ratified the formal subdivi-
sion of the so-called hedge property,
a rectangular-shaped grassy area situ-
ated between the municipal parking
lot and Park Avenue.  Presently, the
property is home to the lighted town-
ship bulletin board.

For several years, there have been
calls from the business community
for the property to be sold to a private
developer who, in an effort to bolster
a declining downtown business dis-
trict, could then build a mixed-use
building on the site. As noted in sev-
eral Times reports in the past, bureau-
cratic delays and “a lack of any real
enthusiasm on the part of the coun-
cil” led to the question of the
property’s future sitting on the back

burner for many years.
Mayor Marks admitted this week

that the subdivision approval was a
significant step, although there is no
sense of an imminent sale or even any
interested potential buyers.  Instead,
the property must first be rezoned
from its present “P”-Public to a “B-
2”-Business designation to make it
consistent with the rest of the neigh-
borhood.  The council will consult
with the planning board about the
zone change before acting, the mayor
said.

In other business, at its meeting
next week the council will approve a
bid for a house-to-house recycling
contract submitted by Great North-
ern Recycling.  The three-year con-
tract, with an option for a fourth and
fifth year, will be effective as of Janu-
ary 1, 2006, with the first three years
costing $600,300 and the two option
years costing 414,300.  Great North-
ern, the sole bidder, also submitted
proposals for one- and five-year con-
tracts, but Walter DiNizo, director of
Public Property, recommended the
three-year pact.

Next week, the council is also ex-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FW Council Discusses
Flu, Lunsford Act

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Westfield Regional
Board of Health officials Bob Sherr
and Ann Trovisano presented the
Fanwood Borough Council with a
detailed report about deadly
influenzas, such as the avian flu, at
the council’s agenda meeting Tues-
day night.

The department collaborates with
the Fanwood Board of Health, as well
as such departments in several other
nearby towns.

According to the World Health
Organization (WHO), avian flu is a
contagious disease that affects pre-
dominately birds, and sometimes pigs.
Avian bird influenzas are species-
specific, according to WHO, “but
have, on rare occasions, crossed the
species-barriers to infect humans.”

Cambodia, Indonesia, Vietnam and
Thailand are, during the most recent
outbreak, the only countries where
humans have contracted the deadly
virus.

Mr. Sherr reiterated these facts,
and emphasized that people who work

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12


