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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE…Project WET facilitator Hazel England of
South Plainfield (right) asks Kim McGowan (left) of Springfield to demonstrate
the affect of pollutants on our waterways through the use of an enviroscape model
at a teacher training at the Trailside Nature and Science Museum on October 6.
Pictured, left to right, are: Jeff Kaufman of Springfield, Park Naturalist Lori Kuo,
Naturalist Erin White of Berkeley Heights and Sue DaHon of Colonia.

Teacher Training At
Trailside A Great Success

Time For Personal Contact
To Replace Technology

HOW DO YOU DO…Children in the Jump Start classes taught by Celeste Gomes
and Bernadette Hoyer participated in a Thanksgiving Gathering at Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains on November 21. Students from Evergreen
Elementary School attended the gathering as the pilgrims, while Brunner stu-
dents attended as Native Americans. The teachers and students prepared for the
event by learning about how the pilgrims and Native Americans lived along time
ago. Each group crafted items to wear that emulated what the pilgrims and Native
Americans may have worn to the first Thanksgiving celebration. The Native
Americans prepared corn muffins and popcorn to share, and the Pilgrims made
cranberry muffins. Both groups sang songs about the group they represented. All
of the children worked on a colonial-type wreath to take home to their families for
Thanksgiving. Above, Native American Tommy Laucik and pilgrim Tommy
Nakonechny greet each other during the Thanksgiving Gathering at Brunner
Elementary School in Scotch Plains.

PILGRIMAGE…Students gather for Thanksgiving lunch at St. Bartholomew
The Apostle School in Scotch Plains on November 22 where the entire school
assembles in the gym for a traditional turkey dinner.
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MOUNTAINSIDE –The Trailside
Nature and Science Museum recently
hosted a “Project WET” teacher-train-
ing workshop. Teachers, substitute
teachers, home school instructors,
scout leaders and naturalists learned
about the importance of water through
a variety of interactive and educa-
tional activities and lessons for chil-
dren in grades K-12.

Each participant received six
NJDOE professional development
credits and a Project WET curricu-
lum and activity guide with more
than 90 interdisciplinary lessons cor-
related to the New Jersey Core Cur-
riculum Content Standards.

The next teacher training work-
shop, Project Learning Tree Teacher
(“PLT”), for adults, ages 18 and older
through Trailside will take place on
Thursday, December 1 from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the museum.

PLT is a nationally-recognized
activity guide that provides educators
with tools for increasing student

environmental awareness.
Pre-registration is required as space

is limited. The fee for this program is
$10 per person. Participants will
receive the PLT guide with more than
100 lessons included and six NJDOE
professional development credits.
Light refreshments will be provided,
but participants are encouraged to
bring a lunch.

For additional information on the
Project Learning Tree teacher-train-
ing workshop or for information on
upcoming programs at Trailside, call
(908) 789-3670 or visit
www.ucnj.org/trailside.

By CAROLYN DIPROSPERO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cell phones: they’re everywhere.
Walking down the street, in school, at
the office, you can’t escape them.
They have invaded our culture: text
messaging has its own vernacular and
the recent Cameron Crowe film
Elizabethtown even featured two main
characters who fell in love via cell
phone. A report in the British Medi-
cal Journal published November 4,
2000 even stated that cell phones
were replacing cigarettes as the latest
teen addiction. But where do we draw
the line? When do cell phone addicts
stop being technologically savvy and
start being rude and obnoxious?

It’s a funny thing to study these cell
phone addicts. Their disease is marked
by an air of distraction, a constant
need to talk to someone – anyone and
some users even show signs of carpal
tunnel syndrome or wrist stress from
the rapid-fire typing that is text mes-
saging.

But cell phone addiction is only
funny until someone gets hurt, and
the number of cell phone related inju-
ries is steadily increasing. A 2002
study from the Harvard Center for
Risk Analysis stated that an estimated
2,600 people are killed each year
because of motorists distracted by
cell phones. In 2003, a University of
Utah professor of psychology, David
Strayer, and several colleagues found
that the skill of drivers using cell
phones is comparable to that of a
drunken person with a blood alcohol
level of 0.08. Most recently, a Colo-

rado teenager hit and killed a cyclist
two days after Thanksgiving because
he lost control of his car while text
messaging.

Let’s face it. In this world of 24/7
communication, asking people to stop
using their cell phones or text mes-
saging is neither practical nor realis-
tic. But a code of conduct, written or
unspoken, must be adopted. No text
messaging while conversing with
other people, or at the very least while
driving.

Motorists should enjoy limited cell
phone use while driving to protect not
only themselves, but other drivers.
And someone should inform those
people yakking on their cell phones
during dinner at Ferraro’s that it is not
only rude and impolite to their dinner
guests to carry on a prolonged con-
versation, but to other diners as well.
It is time for personal contact to re-
place technology and for cell phone
addicts to rejoin the real world.

Carolyn Diprospero, 16, from
Fanwood, is a senior at Scotch Plains-

IN 1492…The Westfield Chapter of UNICO held its annual Columbus Day Essay
Awards Night at The Westwood in Garwood on October 12. Awards recipients
from Westfield High School were Charlotte Morabito, Shannon Murray and Allie
Tunis. They won for their essays on Italians or Italian-Americans who made
positive contributions to the world. Above, Columbus Day essay awards recipi-
ents Charlotte Morabito (left) and Allie Tunis pose with Westfield UNICO
members Tony Valles and Bob Tarte.

WF Schools To Initiate
Enrollment Committee

WESTFIELD – Superintendent
of Schools William Foley and the
Long Range Planning Committee
of the Westfield Board of Education
will establish a citizens’ advisory
committee to develop a recommen-
dation regarding current enrollment
issues.

The group will focus on the imbal-
ance of enrollments at the intermedi-
ate and elementary levels. According
to Beth Cassie, chairwoman of the
Long Range Planning Committee, “In
the fall of 2007, Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School will be unable to accom-
modate the incoming sixth grade with-
out significantly altering the educa-
tional program.”

The student populations of the el-
ementary schools will also be consid-
ered by the committee, since the en-
rollment of the elementary schools as
a whole will be higher in the fall of
2006 than it has been in 25 years,
according to Dr. Foley.

Information about joining the com-
mittee, its expectations and an appli-
cation form can be accessed from the
district’s homepage on
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

The deadline for receipt of the ap-
plications to the Westfield Public
Schools is Tuesday, December 6.

Patels Present $3,000
To The March of Dimes

SCOTCH PLAINS –Minal and
Devang Patel recently presented a
check for $3,000 to Mary Lou Dawson
of the March of Dimes, an organiza-
tion that helps save babies with birth
defects and prevents premature
deaths.

Minal raised $10,000 from per-
forming an arangetram, a classical
Indian dance graduation. She donated
all her gift money to many charities
and also to Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims.

Minal and Devang are both mem-
bers of the Future Business Leaders
of America chapter at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Devang also
attended a March of Dimes National
Youth Leadership Conference in
Georgetown University in the sum-
mer of 2005 and hopes to start a
March of Dimes Union County Chain
Reaction Council.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
29, 2005, there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO GRANT
A 30-YEAR EXEMPTION /
ABATEMENT FOR PROP-
ERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK
6102, LOT 12.01 ET AL. AND
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR
AND CLERK TO EXECUTE
THE ATTACHED AGREE-
MENT.

Purpose: As stated in title.
A public hearing for same will be held on

Tuesday, December 13, 2005 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/1/05, The Times Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
29, 2005, there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VIII, SECTION 8-
1.3E(1) REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, ENTITLED
“BUILDING AND HOUSING”
– UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION
CODE ENFORCING AGENCY

Purpose: Regulating fees for demolition
of structures.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, December 13, 2005 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/1/05, The Times Fee: $34.68

WHS Students Perform
In The Nutcracker

WESTFIELD – Allison Sharkey
and Jennifer Lane, both of Westfield,
will join the full-length production of
New Jersey Dance Theatre
Ensemble’s The Nutcracker. Perfor-
mances take place at Wilkins Theatre
at Kean University in Union on Satur-
day, December 3, at 2 and 7 p.m., and
Sunday, December 4, at 2 p.m.

Jennifer, the daughter of Don and
Beth Lane of Westfield, and a senior
at Westfield High School, will appear
in the role of Arch Angel. Allison, the
daughter of James and Lisa Sharkey,
and a sophomore at Westfield High
School, will appear in the role of
Lead Marzipan.

BOE To Open Budget
Discussion December 6

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education will hold a public meeting
on Tuesday, December 6, at 8 p.m. in
Room 105 of the board’s administra-
tive offices located at 302 Elm Street.

The agenda will include a prelimi-
nary discussion of the 2006-2007 school
district’s budget. A report on the audit
of the district will also be presented. A
complete agenda of the December 6
meeting will be available on December
2 at www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.

The Colon & Rectal Physicians 
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

If you are concerned about colon and rectal problems, you want the best colo-rectal screening 
and treatment services possible. You want the most experienced doctors who can offer advanced, 

innovative and successful treatments. 

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center. 

Muhlenberg offers advanced minimally invasive surgery performed by a team of Board Certified 
colo-rectal surgeons and has just opened a brand new advanced laparoscopic suite.  This state-of-the-art

suite utilizes high definition equipment and a voice activated system allowing physicians and nurses
greater control over a surgical procedure.

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has one of the largest colo-rectal residency 
programs on the East Coast. It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey.

Nearly half of all colorectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg.

Unparalleled knowledge and experience

Our group of surgeons has almost 100 years of combined experience. They have written and published
more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have been significant contributors 

to medical textbooks on the subject.

For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s 
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-577-4424.

Y Offers Computer
Learning Classes

WESTFIELD — In a continuing
effort to meet community needs, the
new East Broad Street Family Branch
of the Westfield Area Y contains a
Computer Learning Center. Programs
are available for adults with little or
no computer skills as well as those
with intermediate skills.

Classes include Microsoft Office for
beginners and Intermediate Microsoft
Office, Internet for Beginners and Ba-
sic Computing. Classes are taught in a
comfortable, non-intimidating environ-
ment, both day and evening.

New class sessions begin in Janu-
ary. Registration for members will
begin Saturday, December 17 and for
non-members, Monday, December
19. For more information, call Angie
Brogdale at the Westfield Area Y,
(908) 233-2700, extension 236.

WF Student Works On
Emergency Team

WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the
son of Susan Geoffrey Seeger of
Edgewood Avenue in Westfield, is
serving as an emergency medical tech-
nician (EMT) at Hamilton College
this year.

The Hamilton College Emergency
Medical Service is a New York State
certified agency made up of 19 stu-
dent EMTS who provide 24-hour
emergency service to the campus
community during the academic year.
Each New York State certified EMT
volunteers 30 to 40 hours a week,
during which time he or she is on call
to assist anyone needing medical at-
tention. On average, the EMTs re-
spond to 50 to 60 medical emergen-
cies on campus each semester.

Daniel, along with the rest of the
student volunteers, was honored for
his achievements as an EMT at
Hamilton during National Collegiate
EMS Week from November 7 to 12.

Daniel, a senior majoring in Chem-
istry at Hamilton, is a graduate of
Westfield High School.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held November 29,
2005, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
13th day of December, 2005 at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.: 1860
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:

SECTION I:
1.  Section 13-5 of Chapter 13 of the

Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:

Sec. 13-5.  Through streets.
Florida Street
Between Wyoming Street and Ayliffe

Avenue.

2.  Section 13-6 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:

 Sec. 13-6.  Stop intersections.
 Pinegrove Avenue and Ayliffe Av-

enue.
 Stop sign signs shall be installed on

Pinegrove Avenue.

3.  Section 13-21 of Chapter 13 of the
Town of Westfield shall be amended to
add the following subsection:

Sec. 13-21.  Parking prohibited at cer-
tain times.

Kimball Avenue, Southeasterly side-
line beginning at the intersection of the
northeasterly edge of pavement of Linden
Avenue and extending to the southwest-
erly edge of pavement at the intersection
of Canterbury Road between the hours of
8:00am to 9:00am and 2:30pm and 3:30pm
school days only.

SECTION II:
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in

conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III:
In the event that any section, part or

provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV:
All sections of this ordinance shall take

effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 12/1/05, The Leader Fee: $64.26

Former Teacher Talks
About Raising Readers
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Public School Dis-
trict invites all community members
to a presentation by Elizabeth
Ferguson Brown entitled, “Raising a
Reader” on Wednesday, December 7,
at 7:30 p.m. at Brunner School, lo-
cated on Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains.

Mrs. Brown is a former teacher
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Pub-
lic Schools and a published author.
She will discuss emerging reading
skills, what they look like, how they
develop and how to foster them in
children.


