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Seniors Rip Juniors
In Powder Puff, 28-0

Cardinals Top Blue Devils, 9-0
In 101st Football Showdown
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Raider Thanksgiving Grid Victory Hopes
Dimmed by Elizabeth Minutemen, 27-0
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vember 15, 2003 against Sayreville.
“My eighth interception was against

Sayreville. That was a playoff game.
I didn’t even know that was the record
until later in the week. People were
saying, ‘It was a record. It was a
record.’ I said, ‘Oh! Really?’ I really
didn’t pay attention to that stuff. I just
wanted to win that year,” Cocozziello
recalled.

Before Cocozziello, Jay Cook had
set the record of seven interceptions
on Thanksgiving Day 2001.

“I know Jay personally. We talk
when we are home for Thanksgiving
and Christmas. I’m glad that some-
one broke the record because records
are meant to be broken and Marcus,
it’s a great feat for him. I’m proud of
him,” said Cocozziello. “I talked to
him last night. He said, ‘I’m going to
break your record. I’m going to break
your record.’ When he broke it, I went
over to him and I told him, ‘you
deserved it. You worked your butt off
for it.’ Marcus Allen Graham!”

“I thrilled. Right now, I really can’t
believe that I have it. It’s a dream
come true for me. I am so happy. I’m
ready to go home and celebrate with
my family,” said Graham whose in-
terception at the one-yard line stopped
a Cardinal scoring drive. “I was read-
ing him (quarterback) and I thought
that I really have to make a stop right

now because I did not want him to
score. When he threw the ball, I said,
‘it’s going to be mine. It’s not going to
be anybody else’s.’ It’s going to be a
nice dinner talk for Thanksgiving.”

On the series before Graham’s in-
terception, the Blue Devils had
marched from their own 40 to the
Cardinal six where fullback Tyrell
Simmons took the handoff and blasted
to within inches of the goal line where
the ball was jarred loose and recov-
ered by Cardinal Elijah Hunter in the
end zone.

“I really thought we scored. I didn’t
know we fumbled the ball. I’m proud
of my team but I am disappointed we
lost this game. I really wanted this
game. The close ones hurt.

The Blue Devils finished with 72
rushing yards on 36 attempts and
quarterback Nick DeRosa completed
four of 13 pass attempts for 23 yards
– two were for minus yardage. Wide
receiver Sean Ferro had a 21-yard
reception and wide receiver Terrence
Rogers had two receptions totaling
eight yards. Simmons rushed for 35
yards and Ferro had four rushes for
24 yards. Defensive end Brandon
Simmons recorded a nine-yard sack
and defensive tackle Cowles Stewart
recorded a five-yard sack.
Plainfield 0 0 6 3 9
Westfield 0 0 0 0 0

Strong finished with eight yards.
Defensively, senior linebacker

Nick Giannaci had a team-high, 13
tackles. Brand shredded the Minute-
men with 10 tackles and Weber
notched eight.

“We have great kids here at Scotch
Plains. We work hard, we play hard
and they’re a pleasure to coach,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
“There is disappointment, but you
have to handle disappointment be-
cause it’s part of life. They have noth-
ing to be ashamed of. I saw a quote in
the comics the other day where ice
hockey great Wayne Gretsky said, ‘I
missed a hundred percent of shots I
never took.’ You’ve got to take shots.
You’re not going to make them all
but, at least, you lay it on the line and
you give yourself an effort. Coming
back against Westfield being down in
the fourth quarter was a great, great
effort. The thing that I’ll remember
this season is that these guys played
hard all the time and that’s important.
Whether you’re going to win it all the
time, you still have to play hard all the
time.”

After a scoreless first quarter, Eliza-
beth quarterback Josh Pryor scored
on a 25-yard burst with 4:33 remain-
ing in the half. Two minutes later,
Thompson galloped 48 yards into the
end zone. He added a two-point con-
version to give the Minutemen a 14-
0, halftime lead.

In the third quarter, Pryor connected
with a 21-yard completion to Michael
Eargle for a score. Elizabeth struck
the final blow with eight minutes
remaining in the game on a five-yard
end run by tight end Richard Tabor.

With the season over, Raider cap-

tain Giannaci said, “You never expect
it to go by this fast. You just look out
there and know you’ll never come
back here with pads on. It kind of
brings a tear to your eye. These years
have been very fun. Our program
here is about of great bunch of guys.
Everyone bonded well despite the
record, which doesn’t matter. It’s all

what goes on behind the scene. Coach
Ciccotelli, he’s like a father figure to
us during the season. We’re all broth-
ers; he’s our father. He really looks
after us and cares about us.”

Wide receiver Dan Regan added,
“We know what brotherhood and
teamwork is about. We learned a lot
from each other from this experience.
Coach Ciccotelli pushed me during
the entire season. He got on my back
if I made a mistake either small or
big, trying to push everyone on this
team to be the best they can be.”

A very emotional Strong said, “The
four years were pretty great. Run-
ning behind Gianacci and having
him block is going to be different
now that I’m hoping to play at Temple
or North Texas and having someone
else block for me. We bonded a lot.
People whom I used to look down
on, they caught my attention. They
stepped it up, played with their heart
and made me change my whole per-
spective of them. All I saw is Blue
and White – Raider brotherhood.
Coach C, we all looked up to him. He
doesn’t take a day off, seven days a
week, watching films, studies teams,
trying to get us ready. He’s barely
with his family because he’s with us.
Going to school, if you slack off in
one class or interrupt the class, you
know Ciccotelli is going to hear about
it. You dot your I’s and cross your T’s
while you’re in school because you
know he’s going to watch over you.
If there’s one thing we learned from
coach C, a blind squirrel finds a nut
once and awhile and a broken clock
is right twice a day.”
Elizabeth (6-4)   0 14   6   7 27
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   0 0

work. In that way, it allows us to be
more efficient on offense.”

As to Gross’ three straight flag
sacks, Garfinkel commented, “She’s
a maniac. We had no idea how good
she was going to be. She gets in the
backfield every time.”

Garfinkel related his strategy for
the second half. “We are going to take
our time on offense and play solid
defense but I think we will definitely
get another score.”

Gelber, now playing quarterback for
the juniors, had a 12-yard reception to
halfback Shelman but Mathew later
recorded her interception and blazed
40 yards down the left side and into the
end zone to give the seniors a 21-0 lead
early in the fourth quarter.

Skorge was trying desperately to
get an offensive game working and
managed to pull off a six-yard gain
and Luker rolled right for a 20-yard
gain but senior Katie Read recorded a
nine-yard sack to stall the drive.

With 17 seconds remaining in the
game, Zucker connected with
Sinnenberg for the 25-yard TD re-
ception to finalize the scoring.
Juniors   0   0   0   0 0
Seniors   7   7   0 14 28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAD OVER HEELS FOR A FIRST DOWN…Blue Devil quarterback Nick DeRosa, No. 10, gets upended after getting a
first down against the Cardinals in the annual Thanksgiving Day football game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLASTING STRAIGHT AHEAD…Junior Whitney Pryor blasts for a seven-
yard gain in the Powder Puff football game. See more pictures on page 15.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A LOT OF PRACTICE…Raider punter Matt Hirschhorn, No. 11, got
a lot of practice against the Minutemen on Thanksgiving Day. Senior Sam Tepper,
No. 3, blocks.

See photos on Web!
www.goleader.com

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,450,000 Westfield                                                        $499,900

Scotch Plains $879,900 Fanwood                                                         $449,900

3500+ sq ft new construction by B & B Properties.  All
the quality touches B & B offers.  Generous lot.  April
occupancy.  WSF0883

Move-in condition split in Tamaques School area.  3 bed-
rooms, tons of updates such as cac, furnace, full bath, roof
& more. WSF0921

Beautifully maintained split near park. 4 bedrooms, 2.1
baths, sunny family room, hardwood floors, patio.
WSF0969

4 bedroom center hall colonial.  Neutral decor, refinished
floors, 2.1 baths, full finished basement, approximate acre.
WSF0933

Great home, Wilson School area.  Large private level lot.
Spacious, bright & sunny rooms.  New windows, roof.  4
bedrooms, 3 baths. WSF0995

Warm & inviting cape near schools, train & parks.  3
bedrooms, updated eat-in kitchen, finished basement,
hardwood floors.  WSF0813

Scotch Plains                                                 $724,900

Westfield                                                        $749,000
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