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LINKING LEADERS…Two Wednesdays ago, members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club held their “Linking
Leaders” program at the Pantagis Renaissance restaurant. This annual function pairs students at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood high school with different business and professional leaders in the community. The students spend the morning
at the office of those participating in the program. They learn of the function and techniques of the organization, and then,
as guests of the Rotary for lunch, they report on what they learned.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BRIDGE UPGRADE...Scotch Plains Councilwoman Paulette Coronato discusses
proposed refurbishment of the Route 22 bridge at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains
with Department of Transportation officials at community forum on Monday.

DOT Expects Route 22 Bridge
Project to Start in 2008

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The state
Department of Transportation (DOT)
anticipates beginning the renovation
and upgrade of the Route 22 bridge in
Scotch Plains in mid-2008. The $15.5-
million project will take about two
years to complete and lead, it is hoped,

to safer passage between Park Av-
enue and Bonnie Burn and New Provi-
dence Roads.

On Monday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, DOT officials
held what was billed as a public
information center where residents
could examine preliminary draw-
ings detailing the project and the

three planned phases of construc-
tion and also speak with state trans-
portation officials about the plan.
DOT officials held a similar event
last week in Watchung.

In 2001, after considering several
DOT proposals that included a new
bridge to the east of the present
structure to directly connect Park
Avenue with Bonnie Burn Road,
the township council endorsed a
plan for a new, widened bridge in
the same location as the present
crossing. During the past several
months, there has been consider-
able survey work in connection with
the project.

The three-phase project will fo-
cus on lessening the intensity of the
traffic jams that plague the bridge
and its surroundings, especially
during the morning and evening rush
hours, while also improving safety
at both ends of the bridge. The DOT
plans to rebuild and expand the
northern intersection at New Provi-
dence and Bonnie Burn Roads by
adding two left-hand turn lanes from
the bridge onto Bonnie Burn Road,
adding an additional through lane
from the bridge onto New Provi-
dence Road and adding a right-hand
turn lane from New Providence
Road onto northbound Bonnie Burn
Road.

In the vicinity of the intersection,
Bonnie Burn and New Providence
Roads will be expanded to two lanes
in all directions and will have dedi-
cated left-hand turn lanes at all four
corners.

At the southern end of the bridge,
the project will include a new traffic
light to regulate traffic turning left
from the bridge onto Park Avenue as
well as northbound traffic on Park
Avenue. The bridge itself will be
expanded to three northbound lanes
and the installation of sidewalks on
both sides of the 45-year-old over-
pass.

In an effort to alleviate flooding
from the nearby Green Brook, three
detention basins will be built, one
between the intersection of Bonnie
Burn and New Providence Roads
and across the street from the
county-owned ballfields, another in
the grassy area along eastbound
Route 22 between Park Avenue and
the bridge and a third along the
state right-of-way on eastbound
Route 22 at the edge of the parking
lot at Snuffy’s Pantagis restaurant.
DOT officials said on Monday that
only one building — a small house
facing the northern intersection —
would be removed as part of the
project.

After a final design is finished in
January 2008, the project will pro-
ceed in three phases toward its ex-
pected April 2010 completion. The
initial phase will involve refurbish-
ment of the area from the turn-off
from eastbound Route 22 to Park
Avenue and onto the southern end of
the bridge as well as the northern
intersection of Bonnie Burn and New
Providence Roads.

The second phase will focus on
refurbishing the western section, or
southbound lanes, of the bridge while
the third phase would involve refur-
bishing and expanding the eastern
section, or northbound lanes. During
the latter two phases, vehicular traffic
will be re-routed onto the lanes not
under construction.

Conditional, Prohibited Uses
Create Fanwood’s Image

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The municipal land
use law (MLUL), the legal basis for
municipal planning in New Jersey,
requires that every municipal zoning
ordinance must be based on a master
plan. The purpose of each master
plan is to coordinate the land-use
policies of a municipality and to pro-
vide a clear description of the
municipality’s goals and the policies.

The master plan elements required
by the MLUL include a statement of
objectives, principles, assumptions
and policies underlying the master
plan, a land-use element, a housing
element with fair-share plan and a
community characteristics section.

According to the MLUL, each ele-
ment should include a review of ex-
isting characteristics, analysis of
trends and needs, statement of goals
and objectives and a proposed plan.

Among the many ordinances nec-
essary for the orderly operation of a
municipality and included in most
master plans are a conditional-use
ordinance and a prohibited-use ordi-
nance. A conditional-use ordinance
specifies the types of businesses or
residences that may be permitted in
certain zones, if a use meets certain
conditions.

The conditions imposed can be
specific set backs, building heights or
land-coverage maximums, as well as
outlining special requirements regard-
ing lighting, traffic flow, parking or

hours of operation.
Each municipality has its own list

of permitted conditional uses par-
ticular to each zone. Although the
uses may differ from town to town,
most conditional-use ordinances in-
clude many of the same types of uses
with some unique exceptions.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood, for
instance, both list houses of worship,
gas stations, public utilities and non-
profit charities, among others, in their
permitted conditional uses.

However, Scotch Plains also lists
antique stores, book stores, jewelry
stores, florists, camera stores, beauty
shops, tailor shops and luggage goods
as conditional uses, while Fanwood
does not.

Prohibited uses can be for a par-
ticular zone or for the entire town. A
prohibited use ordinance can also
permit existing establishments of that
type to be grandfathered in and per-
mitted to remain operational but for-
bidden to expand or relocate. Prohib-
ited uses and some conditional uses
requiring variances require an appli-
cant to apply for a use variance before

the zoning board of adjustment. A
developer must show just cause as to
why a prohibited use would be more
of a benefit than a detriment to gain
approval.

Fanwood recently proposed add-
ing community drop-in centers,
check-cashing operations, tarot or
fortune card reading, dollar stores,
pawn shops, car washes and video
arcades to their list of prohibited uses.
Planning board member and chair-
man of the ordinance committee John
Deitch explained at a recent board
agenda meeting that the ordinance
committee determined that these uses
could attract unwanted loitering that
was not desired in the borough.

Although only a town or borough
council can vote to change an ordi-
nance, a revision to the conditional-
or prohibited-use ordinance usually
begins with an ordinance or zoning
subcommittee making a recommen-
dation to the planning board or board
of adjustment, which in turn makes
a recommendation to the town coun-
cil. Sometimes the initial commit-

Planning Bd. Wants
Martine Specifics
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board this week asked
developers for more details on re-
vised site plans submitted in connec-
tion with a subdivision application
for a Martine Avenue property that
has raised concerns about increased
flooding among a number of nearby
residents.

Messercola Brothers Building Co.
is seeking to subdivide a four-acre
piece of land at 1461 Martine Avenue
into three lots, retain an existing home
fronting on Martine Avenue and build
two large homes at the rear of the L-
shaped property.

In October, plans were presented
to the board showing that the two rear
homes would be accessible via a new
cul-de-sac that would run along the
southern edge of the property, mean-
ing the roadway would be situated
behind the rear yards of several homes
on adjacent Inverness Drive.

At the time, those homeowners
objected, saying the new road would
result in a loss of privacy and could
also lead to increased flooding into
their rear properties. Board members
at the time wondered if a feasible
alternative would be to move the road
to the northern edge of the property,
which borders a single home.

At this week’s meeting, two re-
vised and non-detailed drawings were
presented showing access to the two
proposed homes at the rear via a north-
ern route. One plan showed a cul-de-
sac leading from Martine Avenue
straight into the rear of the site, which
will be nearly evenly divided between
the two new properties.

The other proposal showed access
via two side-by-side driveways lead-
ing from Martine Avenue, thus creat-
ing two so-called flag lots, which are
oversized pieces of property acces-
sible only via a narrow strip of drive-
way and which were outlawed sev-
eral years ago.

Township engineer Thomas Quinn
raised the possibility that township
emergency personnel might raise
objections to the driveway scheme
given the lack of maneuverability for
their equipment once they were in-
side the site. He suggested that, per-
haps, semi-circular driveways in the
immediate area of the two homes be
added to rectify the situation.

When it was noted that flag lots
were illegal, thus creating the need
for a variance in the Messercola ap-
plication, it was pointed out that such
lots are permissible in the R-1 and R-
2 residential zones as long as the lot
area is at least one-and-a-half times
the required 40,000-square-foot size.

Robert Freud, engineer for
Messercola, said each of the two rear
lots were in excess of 65,000 square
feet.

Several residents from Inverness
Drive, Martine Avenue and Duncan
Drive, which runs behind the prop-
erty in question and along a brook
prone to flooding, reiterated concerns
they expressed in October about
stormwater drainage and increased
flooding from any development of
the property.

Mr. Quinn said state law requires
that any new development lead to a
decrease in stormwater run-off,
something he said would be accom-
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SP Mayor’s Gala To Be
Held at Pantagis

SCOTCH PLAINS — The annual
Scotch Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala
will be held tomorrow, December 2,
at Snuffy’s Pantagais Renaissance,
from 7 p.m. to midnight.

The event will begin with a cock-
tail hour from 7 to 8 p.m. followed by
a recognition ceremony of township
volunteers of the year; dinner and
dancing.

Proceeds from this year’s Charity
Gala will go to the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Alliance Committee and the
American Red Cross for the Gulf Coast
Hurricane relief fund. Tickets are $55
and are available at the recreation de-
partment office. For more information
call (908) 322-6700, ext. 221.
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Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POLICE CHIEF MAHONEY...Brian Mahoney is sworn in as the new Scotch Plains Chief of Police Tuesday night in the
municipal building before a packed audience by Township Clerk Barbara Riepe. Chief Mahoney’s daughters, Brianna and
Kelly (right) assist. Town Attorney Doug Hanson watches in the foreground.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STANDING ROOM ONLY...The municipal building is packed Tuesday night by
well-wishers as Brian Mahoney is sworn as the new Chief of Police of the Township
of Scotch Plains.

Mahoney Sworn In As PD Chief;
Heather Glen Tax Plan Defended

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Brian
Mahoney was formally sworn in as
Scotch Plains Chief of Police on Tues-
day evening before the township coun-
cil and a standing-room-only crowd
of close to 200 family members,
friends and law enforcement col-
leagues.

Chief Mahoney, who joined the
police department in 1987, succeeds
Mark Zyla, who died on October 14,
only 17 months after assuming the
department’s top position.

“This has been a difficult month for
me and the police department,” Chief
Mahoney said after his swearing-in,

which took place at the beginning of
the council’s regular meeting.

Scotch Plains, he said, speaking of
Chief Zyla, “lost a community leader
and a leader of the police department.
And most of all, I lost a good friend.”
He said the late chief is “going to be
sorely missed here and among the
community.”

Chief Mahoney thanked Township
Manager Thomas Atkins and the
council members for their support of
the police department “during trying
times,” and commended his officers
for comporting themselves well in
the weeks since Chief Zyla’s untimely
death.

He acknowledged the presence

Tuesday night of three of his prede-
cessors — Marshall Nelson, Thomas
O’Brien and Robert Luce — as well
as his wife, three children, parents
and extended family along with Chief
Zyla’s wife and daughter.

Chief Mahoney, who was promoted
to Captain in April 2004, pledged
that, as police chief, he would “do
what I’ve done since I was a patrol-
man — do the best that I can,” and
said he would lead the department
“forward in a positive direction.”

Mayor Martin Marks, on behalf of
the township council, congratulated
Chief Mahoney and told him he had
“the utmost confidence that you are
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