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THE TAVERN AT

STAGE HOUSE

stage house
restaurant and wine bar
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224
366 park avenue, scotch plains, nj

908 322 4224

Yes, You Can . . .

stage house
restaurant and wine bar

Yes, You Can . . .
bring wine from your private selection and we will

waive the corkage fee every Tuesday.

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy a great dining experience in a Colonial building with

its original fireplaces from 1737, with our new American fare

menu created by chef-owner Eric Hambrecht.

Check out our new affordable prices!

Yes, You Can . . .
enjoy our great menu at the place of your choice

(off-premises catering).

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting

Lifeline Screening
Radiology, LLC

LifeLine Screening Radiology provides non-invasive, painless
screenings using Doppler ultrasound technology.  The tests detect
arterial abnormalities which can cause disrupted blood flow. The
screenings are fast, accurate and affordable. Visit their website for
more information at www.LifeLineScreeningRadiology.com 
Reservations required.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the Public – Please take advantage of these valuable screenings.

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

WHEN: Friday, December 2, 2005
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue, Fanwood

Pre-registration is required – 
Call 1-800-636-0418.

GW Discusses Pay-to-Play,
Boro Pedophile-Free Zone

By ELISIA LAU
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough
council listened to the benefits of
enacting a pay-to-play law and a
September 11 remembrance day.
Also, during the borough’s Novem-
ber 22 meeting, council members
stated their interest in creating a pe-
dophile-free zone. In addition, sev-
eral residents expressed concern over
the maintenance of business proper-
ties along South Avenue.

Borough attorney Robert Renaud
said he heard the pay-to-play law
discussed at three or four seminars.
He said the law would affect persons
who make campaign contributions
and propose to do business with cer-
tain municipal groups. Mr. Renaud
raised questions to be addressed if the
law is seriously proposed, including
whether or not an individual’s contri-
bution would disqualify a company
from a government contract.

He said the borough might deter-
mine a person’s history of contribu-
tions through a questionnaire or sur-
vey; that he or she has made no con-
tributions which would disqualify the
firm from receiving a contract with
the borough.

On another matter, Mayor Dennis
McCarthy discussed a suggestion via
e-mail from a resident concerning the
creation of a September 11 obser-
vance resolution. The mayor said that
elsewhere in the state, towns have
begun to mark the day with
celebratory events like school parades

and picnics.
He did not state examples of these

towns, but asked for a resolution that
would ensure no celebratory agenda
on that day and clear it only for the
function of remembrance. The
memory of September 11 is somber,
and he recommended that the council
draft a resolution to that effect.

Council members Victor DeFilippo
and Kathleen Villaggio raised their
interest in making Garwood a pedo-
phile-free zone. Mr. Renaud intuited
potential effects of that law.

Currently, he said, no convicted
sex offenders live in town. Approxi-
mately 20 New Jersey towns have
passed similar ordinances, Mr.
Renaud stated. He said that a federal
appeals court upheld the constitu-
tionality of the law in another circuit,
but in New Jersey, the Third Circuit
of Appeals Court has yet to rule on
whether this law is constitutional.

Therefore, it is possible that the
introduction of such a law could
present a legal challenge down the
road, he said. Mr. Renaud said the
earliest such an ordinance could be
introduced is 2006.

Two residents expressed concern
over the way South Avenue looks
when entering Garwood, including
the appearance of an auto body shop
and parking lot across from Home
Depot. There is also an issue with a
new drainage spout pouring water
onto the sidewalk near Mama’s Piz-
zeria that will be looked into and
rectified by the borough.

“I think the architect could have
put the red flag up sooner,” board
member Carmine Venes said. “My
concern is that we’re going in the
same direction.”

Board President John Perrin ex-
plained that it was the responsibility
of the general contractor to oversee
all construction work. He also stated
that Musial Group did “periodic ob-
servation of the project.”

“Services that were a miserable
failure in Mountainside were the
contractor’s responsibility,” Mr.
Perrin said. Board Secretary and Busi-
ness Administrator Roderic
McLaughlin added, “We are looking
into a construction management firm
to oversee the work.”

Mr. McLaughlin, who joined the
district in June, stated that he has “some
experience in construction manage-
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, November 21, Darren
Crumley, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Springfield Avenue and Nomahegan
Drive and charged with driving while
intoxicated; possession of suspected co-
caine; possession of drug paraphernalia;
hindering apprehension; refusal to sub-
mit to a breathalyzer test; driving with a
revoked license and possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance in a motor
vehicle. He was also charged with hinder-
ing apprehension for allegedly providing
police with a false name. Crumley was
held on bail.

Monday, November 21, a Springfield
Avenue business reported a vehicle bur-
glary that occurred on Springfield Av-
enue near Cardinal Drive. Someone
smashed the driver’s side window and
broke open the glove compartment; noth-
ing was reported missing.

Monday, November 21, a Westfield
resident reported that someone damaged
his motor vehicle while it was parked in
the area of Dorian Road and Codding
Place. The vehicle had been scratched,
possibly with a key, along the entire length
of the driver’s side.

Wednesday, November 23, Adali
Baigorrea, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with aggravated assault af-
ter she and three other women allegedly
assaulted an employee at a South Av-
enue business. Westfield Rescue Squad
personnel treated the victim at the scene.
Baigorrea was released on her own re-
cognizance with a summons. No one
else had been charged in the case at press
time.

Friday, November 25, Matthew
Clemente, 19, Laura Wagenblast, 18,
and Alisa Flesher, 18, all of Cranford
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at Virginia Street. Clemente was
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana; posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in a
motor vehicle and careless driving.
Wagenblast and Flesher each were
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. All three
were released on their own recognizance
with summonses.

Saturday, November 26, Christopher
Romine, 21, of Pittsburgh, Pa. was ar-
rested at Summit Avenue and Midvale
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). He also was taken into
custody on a contempt of court warrant
for $81 out of Kenilworth. Romine was
released to a responsible individual after
satisfying bail on the warrant.

Sunday, November 27, Steven Danatos,
52, of Edison was arrested at Central
Avenue and Virginia Street and charged
with DWI. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, November 23, a patron of

a Park Avenue restaurant reported being
the victim of theft. The victim stated he
left a gift under the table and when he
returned it was missing. It is not known
how much the gift was worth.

Wednesday, November 23, an owner
of a business on Waldheim Court re-
ported that tools were stolen from one of
his trucks. The tools were valued at ap-
proximately $1,500. There are no sus-
pects at this time.

Thursday, November 24, a patron of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that his
vehicle was entered and several items
were taken. The vehicle was parked in the
lot when unknown persons entered the
vehicle and removed an iPod and some
clothing.

Friday, November 25, a resident of
Country Club Boulevard reported being
the victim of theft. The victim said that
unknown suspects stole his cell phone
and made several thousand dollars’ worth
of calls.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 16, Natwan T.

Jenkins, 28, of Plainfield was arrested at
9:11 a.m. at the intersection of Farley
Avenue and Midway Avenue following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Wednesday, November 16, Frank
Jurado, 27, of Edison was arrested at 3
p.m. at the intersection of Woodland
Avenue and Martine Avenue following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Thursday, November 17, Jason J.
Wright, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a field
investigation at 2:40 a.m. on Martine
Avenue.

Thursday, November 17, Jeffrey M.

Lerner, 33, was arrested at 6 a.m. at the
intersection of King Street and Martine
Avenue following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Saturday, November 18, Christopher
T. Dufour, 43, of Flemington was ar-
rested and charged with DWI at the inter-
section of Park Ave. and Church St.

Saturday, November 18, Mindy E.
Davidson, 49, of Berkeley Heights was
arrested for outstanding warrants follow-
ing a motor-vehicle stop on North Av-
enue and Hetfield Avenue.

Saturday, November 18, Ronald R.
Dismuke, Jr., 18, of Somerville was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Friday, November 25, Gregory E. Bell,
33, of Carteret was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for providing officers
with false information. He was charged
with obstruction of justice. The arrest
took place at South Avenue and Martine
Avenue at 1 a.m.

Saturday, November 26, Daniel W.
Morales, 22, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue
and Watson Road.

Saturday, November 26, Isabel D.
Marques, 39, of Garwood was arrested on
outstanding warrants on Midway Avenue
and Willoughby Road at 1:40 p.m. fol-
lowing an investigation.

Sunday, November 26, Roger W.
Fleitas, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at 9:48 p.m. on
South Avenue and Martine Avenue re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, November 27, Cliff X.
Navarro, 21, of Union was arrested at
11:11 a.m. on Martine and Midway Av-
enue following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Tuesday, November 28, Daryl L.
Cunningham, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue and Terrill Road revealed he had
outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, November 24, patrons of a

Route 22 West restaurant reported that
the headlights were stolen from their car.
The area around both headlights had
been pried and the driver’s side door
window was smashed, police said. Po-
lice said there was glass on the driver’s
seat and on the ground and no tools were
left behind.

Thursday, November 24, criminal mis-
chief to a vehicle was reported at a Route
22 West business. The front bumper of
the vehicle was partially removed and
one headlight was partially removed.
Closer inspection revealed the other head-
light to be intact;  both had small pry
marks around the rim. A witness de-
scribed the suspects as two black males
wearing jeans. One was wearing a long-
sleeve white t-shirt and a black wool cap.
The suspects drove away in an off-white
Honda.

Thursday, November 24, Javier
Castillo, 22, of Mexico was spotted uri-
nating outside of his car on Route 22 East.
When officers approached the vehicle,
the suspect attempted to drive away, po-
lice said. Police said Castillo could not
produce a driver’s license or identifica-
tion. The suspect was unable to speak
English and a Spanish-speaking officer
was unavailable. Officers were unable to
process a report due to the language bar-
rier, police said.

Saturday, November 26, Kyle A.
Corbin, 19, of Somerville, Ali T. Haskins,
18, of Bridgewater and Andrew J.
Buckmire, 19, of Bridgewater were ob-
served idling with their vehicle lights off
in a Route 22 East business parking lot
after hours. Police said a search of their
vehicle produced under 50 grams of mari-
juana. As all three passengers were being
arrested for possession of marijuana,
Corbin attempted to prevent officers from
placing them in custody, police said.
Corbin was also charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). Haskins was
additionally charged with having an out-
standing warrant out of Bridgewater for
$250.

Saturday, November 26, Nancy C.
Marques-Matos, 30, of Union was ar-
rested following a motor-vehicle stop on
Route 22 West for failure to have a front
plate. Police said it was determined that
she had a suspended driver’s license and
the vehicle was uninsured.

Sunday, November 27, Logan Morales,
23, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor-vehicle stop on Route 22 West for
fictitious plates. It was determined that
Morales was unlicensed and uninsured,
police said.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

Call for a free quote.

Bob Green for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY THANKSGIVING…Paris Mercurio beams in her father’s arms, as
WO1 Mike Mercurio returns home from duty in Iraq on the eve before Thanks-
giving along with others of the 250th Signal Battalion from the Westfield Armory.

ment.” He also stated that the Musial
Group is familiar with the project and
if the BOE went with an outside con-
tractor it would cost the district ap-
proximately $150,000, almost twice
the cost of hiring the Musial Group.

Board member Ray Haggar stated
that he would also be hesitant to ob-
tain the services of the Musial Group
if no other changes were made. “We
all learn from past experience,” Mr.
McLaughlin concluded.

The motion to hire the Musial
Group was unanimously passed.

In other news, Mr. Perrin announced
that the Governor Livingston High
School Highlander Band took first place
in the Tournament of Bands competi-
tion in the Group 1 competition. Ac-
cording to Mr. Perrin, the Highlanders
beat out “27 other bands who had en-
titlement to be there.” The Highlanders
were recognized for Best Music and
Best Visual. “It was a super huge, big
deal,” Mr. Perrin said. Mountainside
students in grade nine through 12 at-
tend Governor Livingston, which is in
Berkeley Heights.

Second grade students from
Beechwood School presented the
board with their solution to the ero-
sion problem occurring on the play-
ground behind the school. The Play-
ground Erosion Project was meant to
help students come up with solutions
for a problem, while incorporating
social studies, science and math, as
well as real world solutions.

Three students took the podium
and explained how their solution could
help solve the problem and save the
playground, while their classmates
looked on. The cost for the project
had to be calculated and fundraising
ideas were presented.

“Some of these solutions are pretty
imaginative,” Mr. Perrin said in comple-
menting the students on their ideas and
all the work that went into them.

The board reluctantly approved a
motion accepting the resignation of
Erma Hennings, who has served as a
teacher’s assistant for the past nine
and a half years. Mr. Perrin and other
board members recognized her for
her outstanding contribution to the
district and wished her luck in the
pursuit of her teaching certificate.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
POLICE CHIEF MAHONEY...Brian Mahoney is sworn in as the new Scotch
Plains Chief of Police Tuesday night in the municipal building before a packed
audience by Township Clerk Barbara Riepe. Chief Mahoney’s daughters, Brianna
and Kelly (right) assist. Town Attorney Doug Hanson watches in the foreground.

provements to Max Place and dedi-
cate it as a public right-of-way. Mr.
Macaloon described the ordinance as
a “formality to accepting the land as
a town road.” Max Place creates an
intersection with Normandy by Wil-
low Grove.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said he
is organizing a proclamation for the
individuals in charge of the wel-
come home efforts and hopes to give
credit to those people involved in
welcoming home the soldiers.

The town will approve four demo-
litions, including one on East Broad
Street. Mr. Gildea said the property
in question was deferred from last
year as it relates to the Temple E-
manuel parking situation. “Now that
that the matter is closed, we can now
go forward with the demolition.”

Prior to any business discussed at
Tuesday’s meeting, the council ob-
served a moment of silence for Jerry
Gerardiello, the owner of Jerry’s Bar-
bershop, who passed away Novem-
ber 18.

tainerized.
Two weeks ago at the council’s

November 22 conference meeting,
they discussed a $60,000 budget in-
crease for the library. Mayor Robert
Viglianti stated that he wanted to see
an increase in services for the in-
creased expenditure.

Planning board and board of ad-
justment members will be required to
take five to 15 hours of courses start-
ing in January – the cost of which will
be added to the budget.

Councilman Keith Turner reported
that two months ago the borough ten-
nis courts were resurfaced at a cost of

$47,000 and that now there are ap-
proximately 100 or so scuff marks
from rollerblades or skateboards. He
asked that an ordinance be consid-
ered making it unlawful to use such
equipment on the tennis courts. Other
councilmen, including Paul Mirabelli,
stated that they would like to see a
$1,000 fine. Mr. Mirabelli also sug-
gested that the courts be locked im-
mediately until the ordinance is passed
and a video camera is installed. Bor-
ough Administrator James Debbie
stated that there were funds from a
state grant to purchase a video cam-
era.
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