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Reborn Cepp’s Vets Squash
Sofa Kings, 13-4, for Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

they did. We started the year, 4-4, had
a lot of guys hurt; however, we just
kept hanging in there and we won the
game. It was just a total team effort.”

Doug Del Donne led Sofa Kings by
thumping a triple, a double, and 3
RBI while Jay Everett went 3-for-4
with a double. Pitcher Craig Gatto
and Chris Houlihan rapped two
singles each. Bill Mariani contrib-
uted an RBI single. Defensively, short-
stop Brandon Lorenz executed two
major league stops.

Vets Gutierrez and Cunha drilled
singles and scored on Link’s, RBI
sacrifice in the top of the first then
three more Vets scored in the second.
Ramsey and Santo each yanked a
single and scampered across the plate
when Valley powered a triple.
Simpson followed with an RBI single.

In the third, Gutierrez tripled over
the right fielder’s head and slid across
the dish on Cunha’s single. Play was
halted several minutes while three
deer dashed their way across the field
of play. “You all better pay close
attention guys,” said one of the noto-
rious ‘Hecklers’. “They came out
there to show you how to run the
bases.”

Sofa King answered with two runs
in the bottom of the inning on a bases
loaded two-run double by Del Donne.

In the sixth, Gutierrez slapped a
single and Cunha powered a triple.
Sofa King immediately matched that

run when Everett punched a ground-
rule double. Joe Cossolino stepped
up and powered a shot to left for what
was destined to be a home run; how-
ever, he was called out at the plate.

“He missed the third base bag, so I
called him out on an appeals play at
home,” said the umpire.

Everett later scored on Houlihan’s
single.

Cepp’s Vets took a 13-4 lead with
six runs in the eighth, highlighted by
Panacchio (1), Gutierrez (2), Cunha
(1), Mineo (1) and Link (1) RBI. The
Kings added a run in the eighth and
ninth innings. Lorenz tripled and
scored on Del Donne’s sac fly and
Everett singled in the ninth and scored
on Mariani’s single.

“We wanted to put together a team
with a bunch of our friends. Pauly,
Tonto, Tony Mineo, O.J. Simpson,
Valley and Link are guys who have
not played for 10-to-15 years. They’re
still wearing their original cleats that
are now held together with tape,”
added Cepp. “We’re buddies forever
and it’s fun to be out there with these
guys. We knew that we would be
tough and it showed in the playoffs.
Mineo, however is our real leader.
The key thing is that this was a group
of guys who hung out together with
their families for over 25 years and
we came back to have more fun.”
Cepp’s Vets 231 001 060 13
Sofa King 002 001 011 5

SUCCESSFUL SEASON…The Westfield Blue 13s baseball team had a successful
season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Tyler Becker, Brian Maehl, Dan
Nash, Zach LaPorta and Mike Buentempo; middle row, Manager Doug Schwartz,
Evan Weinburg, Nick Polak, Justin Schwartz, Connor Hewitt, Matt Sanders and
Mike Gismondi; back row, Coaches Nick Gismondi, Tony LaPorta, Ken Maehl
and Jeff Becker.

Westfield Blue 13s Capture
New Providence League Title

Union County Youth Flag Rugby
Concludes 3rd Successful Season

COUNTY – The Union County
Rugby Football Club’s co-ed youth
flag rugby program finished its third
successful season.

This season saw their program grow
to over 200 players aged 5 to 13 with
teams in Cranford, Westfield and
Berkley Heights. The sport was intro-
duced to a whole new crop of athletes
and the seventh and eighth graders
will serve as a feeder to the boys and
girls high school teams. All partici-
pants played non-contact flag rugby
with their appropriate age group.

The program is comprised of four
aged based teams: the Falcons, Owls,
Hawks and Eagles. The older the age
group the more rugby skills are em-
phasized. Many of these players be-
gan the sport for the first time.

Unlike the traditional game of rugby,
youth flag rugby is a non-contact form
of the sport that emphasizes teamwork
and sportsmanship. During practice,
the young players were taught game
skills such as running, kicking, pass-
ing, and space strategy.

The game is played with the team

that has the ball running and passing it
to each other until a player is tackled.
A tackle is made when an opposing
player grabs the ball carriers flag. When
a player is tackled the player must
immediately pass the ball to another
teammate. The team on the defense
can quickly regain the ball back.

The trick is to make a good pass to
a teammate, who has a chance to run
the ball farther up the field. To main-
tain a more balanced game the team
that scores a try kicks the ball back to
the other team.

During the games the coaches can
be heard reminding the players to
look where they pass and to spread
out across the field.

Every player gets an equal amount of
playing time, regardless of skill level.

The Union County Rugby Football
youth flag teams concluded their sea-
son with an appearance in the Ameri-
can Flag Youth Rugby Festival, hosted
by the Morris Youth Rugby Club. The
festival is the largest youth rugby
tournament in the nation, with 10
youth rugby and over 700 players
participating.

“Union RFC Youth Flag Rugby
program was an unqualified success,”
said Tim Dobbs, director of Union
County Youth Flag Rugby Program.

“Over 200 boys and girls from over
a dozen communities ranging in ages
from 5 to 13 took part in our six-week
summer season,” Dobbs said.

The Westfield Blue 13-year-old
baseball team won the New Provi-
dence Green League championship
with an 11-5 victory over Summit
behind the pitching of Nick Polak
who went the distance.

In the first round, Blue defeated
Westfield Black, 14-8, behind the
pitching of Polak, Tyler Becker and
Justin Schwartz. Trailing, 7-6, after
four innings, Blue erupted for eight
runs in the fifth. Mike Buentempo,
Brian Maehl, Evan Weinberg,
Connor Hewitt, Matt Sanders and
Polak had key hits. Dan Nash and

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS… The Scotch Plains Cobras 18U softball team won
the Triple Crown Sports College Showcase Tournament on July 17. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Bernie Kolo (Catcher), Stephanie Shields (2B), Stephanie
Goines (3B), Courtney Schraer (Catcher), Nicole Colineri (SS) and Ashley
Cappiello (RF); second row, Ron Lusk (Coach), Katie Smith (3B), Kelli Kaskiw
(CF), Carrie Mokar (P), Jillian Lusk (1B), Allison Schraer (P), Julia Beese (CF),
Elaine Piniat (P) and Tony Piniat (Head Coach).

WTA Women Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

Listed below are the standings for
the Westfield Tennis Association
Women’s Singles Ladder, which re-
flect a few late season upsets among
the five matches that were played
through August 14. Numbers in pa-
rentheses beside each name indicate
matches played so far. Players can
access weekly updated standings as
well as matches played on WTA’s
website: www.westfieldnj.com/wta.

Further information about rules, or
how to join the ladder is available by
calling Jean Power at (908) 654-7418
(or e-mail at jbpumpiron@aol.com.)
This last reporting period will con-
clude at 8 p.m. on Labor Day, Mon-
day, September 5. Match scores
should be reported within 24 hours
and weekend scores by Sunday
evening to J. Power.

  1. Danielle Coleman (5)
  2. Sheri Pardo (4)
  3. Diane Barabas (1)
  4. Janet Cornell (5)
  5. Linda Coleman (8)
  6. Lisa Black-Polak (5)
  7. Ellen Smith (3)
  8. Lisa Sottung (1)
  9. Dianne Mroz (2)
10. Hong Jiang (1)
11. JoAnn Purdy (0)
12. Jean Power (0)
13. Monica Morin (0)
14. Paula Brotman (0)
15. Nancy Freundlich (0)
16. Alison Fleder (0)
17. Judy Robertson (0)
18. Lucila Vollbrecthausen (0)

Max Bryk led the defense.
In the semifinals, Westfield Blue

defeated Berkley Heights, 13-7, be-
hind the pitching of Zach LaPorta
and Schwartz. Trailing, 4-3,
Westfield tallied four runs in the
fourth and six more in the fifth.
Schwartz, Sanders and Polak had
key hits in both innings. Buentempo
bashed a clutch three-run double.

In the finals, Hewitt started the
scoring with a two-run double but
Westfield trailed, 4-3, after three
innings. In the fourth, Maehl
walked, stole second and was sacri-
ficed to third by Becker. Nash tapped
an RBI single, Buentempo walked
and LaPorta ripped a two-run double
then scored on Schwartz’s sacrifice
fly. Sanders and Polak singled to
give Blue an 8-4 lead.

In the fifth, Weinberg, Maehl and
Becker walked. After two quick
outs, LaPorta cleared the bases with
a three-run triple to put the game out
of reach.

Manager, Doug Schwartz said, “I
was really impressed with the heart
and determination that the team
showed. They jelled at the right
time.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004

Platinum Level: 2003, 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Westfield      $385,000

Westfield     $679,000

Westfield   $684,500

Move-in condition Colonial
conveniently located to town, NYC
transportation and schools. Large
Rooms, newer furnace and central air
conditioning. New driveway to be
installed by owner on right side of
house. WSF0898

Wonderful home conveniently located to
town and NYC transportation featuring
a Living Room with fireplace and Formal
Dining Room, both with beautiful crown
moldings; Eat-In Kitchen w/built in
seating; sunny Den with lots of windows;
4 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths including a
3rd floor suite; great Recreation Room
with powder room. Beautifully
landscaped lot with patio.

Spacious expanded 4 Bedroom 3 full
bath split level on deep lot featuring a
Living Room, formal Dining Room,
Kitchen open to large Family Room
with fireplace leading to large rear deck;
2 Bedroom suites including Master
Bedroom with full bath and walk-in
closet. This home also features 3-car
garages; 1 attached and a 2-car
detached with attic storage. WSF0705

Softball Pictures
Available on Website

Pictures of the Scotch Plains
and the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League games for the
month of July are now available to
be viewed on The Westfield Leader
website www.goleader.com.

August photos will be posted
toward the end of the month.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOU MUST BE KIDDIN’…Sofa King’s second baseman Joe Cossolino banged
a towering blast and slides home in the sixth, however, he was called out by the
ump after missing third base.
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2003, 2004 NJAR Circle of Excellence
Coldwell Banker President’s Club

Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-6982

Irene Katz

email: irenekatz@aol.com
www.irenekatzhomes.com

Wonderful opportunity to live in a beautiful, completely reconstructed Colonial Style home featuring 4 large
bedrooms, 2.1 baths, formal DR, high quality new country kitchen with separate dining area and large deck
overlooking private yard. Many special features and amenities. Convenient location. Offered at: $739,000. Call
Irene for additional information.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Gracious 4 BR, 2.5 bath colonial home perched high on a picturesque .93 property. Features include spacious and
sunny rooms, elegant living room, formal dining room, large updated kitchen with separate eating area, sunken family
room with wood burning fireplace, full master bath and first floor laundry. The in-ground pool, screened in porch,
greenhouse and deck are just some of the special features of this wooded and private property. Offered at  $795,000.
Call Irene for additional information.
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