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Sean Baran Honored
For London Efforts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Since his efforts to
help the wounded following the July
7 London tube bombings, Westfield
resident Sean Baran has been inter-
viewed by national and local media
outlets, and has received resolutions
commending his actions from gov-
ernment representatives.

Mr. Baran was spending his last day
in London as part of an internship with
British-American Business, Inc. and
was riding a double-decker bus when
he witnessed injured people coming
out of the Edgeware tube station fol-
lowing one of the bombings.

This past Thursday, Mr. Baran was
presented with a resolution sponsored
by Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blymen Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz
of Westfield Summit, respectively.

Assemblyman Bramnick, who pre-
sented the resolution to Mr. Baran at
the offices of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
said the actions of Mr. Baran to jump
in and help the injured is, “an example
of someone who is a true American.”

He said most people often see an-
other individual in trouble, but do not

want to get involved.
The assemblyman, who lives a few

doors down from the Baran family,
said, “To see someone who goes the
extra mile – it’s such a great thing.”

Mr. Baran said he was “blown away”
by the latest resolution in his honor.

“I was just doing what I was trained
to do,” he said, noting that anyone else
on the Westfield squad would have
likely taken the same actions he did.

The resolution commended “the
swift and courageous efforts and his
determined actions in response to the
people of London, England, have
earned him the respect and admira-
tion of the legislature and the people
of this state.”

Mr. Baran identified himself as an
EMT (Emergency Medical Techni-
cian), at which point he assisted in
triage and other medical areas.

He worked 12-hour days this sum-
mer in New York City on a second
internship at Bear Stearns, an invest-
ment banking, securities trading and
brokerage firm.

Mr. Baran was also presented reso-
lutions from the Union County Board
of Freeholders and the Westfield Town
Council earlier this summer.

Limited Time Only

*Applies to Ultra Premium sets (8-way hand-tied styles). †After rebate prices for purchase of complete set – no rebate on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. Savings off Sugg. Retail.

Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.   Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. 

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAVOY*
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QUEEN SET

KING SET

SOFT CLOUD*
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CRYSTAL
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QUEEN SET
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JADE
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WAKE UP!

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different?
Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's finest materials.
Features like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and
eight-way hand-tied boxsprings assure the most durable and
luxurious comfort available. Plus right now, when you 
purchase an Ultra Premium set, you'll also enjoy 
extraordinary savings – and a great 
instant rebate. Wake up and 
count the savings.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus an Instant Rebate of up to $200*

SUGG. SALE

$240 $119
$360 $189

SUGG. SALE

$350 $189
$470 $249
$1120 $599
$1630 $899

SUGG. SALE

$450 $249
$580 $319
$1420 $799
$2110 $1179

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$950 $529 $516
$1150 $649 $624
$2520 $1399 $1324
$3600 $1999 $1899

SUGG. SALE REBATE†

$2840 $1599 $1549
$3360 $1899 $1824
$3960 $2199 $2099
$5400 $2999 $2799

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

VOTYKES Has
Openings for 2005-06
SCOTCH PLAINS – There are still

openings in Union County Vocational-
Technical High School’s Child Devel-
opment program for children called
VOTYKES.

VOTYKES is a preschool program
for children ages three to five that are
toilet trained. The preschool offers chil-
dren a secure and healthy environment
for learning and having fun. The pro-
gram times are 8:15-10 a.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. It begins on
October 3 and runs through June 2006.
The cost is $45 per month.

VOTYKES is housed at the Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School, 1176 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. For more information, please
call (908) 889-8288 ext. no. 314.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

STANLEY GERSCH, DMD
Specialty Permit # 2684

is pleased to announce that his son

SCOTT D. GERSCH, DMD
Specialty Permit # 5639

is joining his practice in

Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

NYU College of Dentistry - Orthodontic Residency

University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey

University of Michigan

547 East Broad St.

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-8668

401 No. Wood Avenue

Linden, NJ 07036

908-486-4333

Clark Library To
Reopen This Saturday
CLARK – The Clark Public Li-

brary will reopen this Saturday, Au-
gust 20, at 9:30 a.m.

Located on Westfield Avenue in
Clark, the library closed in March of
2004 for an expansion and renova-
tion project. The new facility is al-
most 20,000 square feet – nearly
double its former size.

The library has improved access
for handicapped individuals; a new
area for young adults; an expanded
Children’s Department; quiet study
areas and new meeting rooms.

Additional computer Internet work-
stations have been installed and the
library will offer wireless access to
the Internet for users with their own
laptop computers.

The library is planning a grand
opening ceremony for Saturday, Sep-
tember 10, as part of “Get a Library
Card” month.

Candidates Being Sought
For ‘Women of Excellence’

COUNTY – Nominations are being
sought for the 14th annual “Women of
Excellence” awards program sponsored
by the Union County Commission on
the Status of Women.

The commission is looking for out-
standing women nominees of Union
County who have distinguished them-
selves in one or more of the following
categories: Arts and Humanities, Busi-
ness/Entrepreneur, Community Ser-
vice, Education, Government, Law,
Law Enforcement, Medicine/Health
Care and/or Women’s Advocacy. 

The women selected from among
the nominees will be honored at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Av-
enue in Garwood, on Friday, March 24,

2006 at 7 p.m.
For the official Women of Excel-

lence Award nomination form, please
call Sean Faughnan at (908) 527-4107
or visit www.ucnj.org to download the
form.

Once the form is completed, it should
be mailed to Joan Abitante, 322 Dietz
Street, Roselle 07203.  The Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women will accept nominations until
Tuesday, November 1. For additional
information, please call Mrs. Abitante
at (908) 241-4889.

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, GOP Candidate for Freeholder

The way things are going my oldest son
will be 60 years old before Union County
pays off its current debt according to the
county Director of Finance Lawrence
Caroselli. This year the county will shell
out $35.8 million in debt service pay-
ments, currently Union County has a debt
of $348.5 million and it is growing.

In fact, the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers is in the process of passing more
ordinances totaling another $33.5 million
in bonds for the construction of the new
Juvenile Detention Center and what is
called the “County Prosecutor’s Office
Project.” I’m not sure what that is all
about.. There is also an additional $21.5
million in short term notes for “various
public improvements and the acquisition
of new additional or replacement equip-
ment and machinery, new vehicles, addi-
tional furnishings” and on and on.

When government entities talk about
debt service they are, in laymen’s terms,
talking about loan payments. Freeholder
Daniel Sullivan is quoted in a local news-
paper saying that “debt service payments
are similar to mortgage payments on a
home.” The $35.8 million payment for
this year includes interest as well as the
principal payment and according to
Sullivan “it is really just another line
item” in the budget – Imagine that, “just
another line item!” Easy for him to say as
it is not his personal money.

The amount of debt a county can carry
is regulated by state statues and is up to 2
percent of the assessed value of all the
property in the county over a three-year
period. Union County is currently at about
0.71 percent. But wait, there are some
other projects coming up besides those
already mentioned which will need fi-
nancing as well, including another addi-
tion to the Union County Vocational and
Technical School and the remaining phases
of the Union County Arts Center project.

Not to worry. According to county
officials, we have plenty of what can be
called “wiggle room.” The wiggle room
is what concerns me.

If We Build It, They Will Pay

The annual debt service payment is
already almost 10 percent of the county
operating budget. Payroll costs are cur-
rently around 30 percent and it is a given
they will go up each year as will insurance
costs and pension contributions.

The Freeholder Board must be think-
ing: Thank heavens that the value of Union
County real estate is climbing as well to
provide an endless stream of tax dollars to
draw upon.

Think about it, when they go out to
bond for projects they are actually bor-
rowing money, which will have to be
repaid down the road. The more the free-
holders borrow, the more money they
will need to find to repay the loans and
there is really only one place to raise the
funds, the taxpayers.

The surge in building projects in the last
several years has to be drawing to a close
soon as I cannot imagine what is left to
build. However, this wiggle room seems to
give them carte blanche to find something.
Just as children theorize, “if I have it I
should spend it” because that five dollars is
sure to burn a hole in their pocket and
besides there is more where that came from.

The freeholders seem to believe “if we
can, we will,” but at this rate how long
before the “wiggle room” is gone?

Vote for Patricia Quattrocchi, Stu Kline
and Al Dill, GOP Candidates for Union
County Freeholder. We will keep you
informed of where your money is going.
To learn more, visit unioncountygop.org
or call (908) 789-0200.

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.WestfieldRescueSquad.org

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

Photo Courtesy of Ignacio Rivera
SUNNY DAY…In July, this giant turtle, long-time resident of Tamaques Pond in
Westfield, takes advantage of the bubbler being off to use it to sun himself.

Surrogate’s Employee
Admits Stealing Donations

COUNTY – A former employee in
the Union County Surrogate’s Office
has been charged with stealing nearly
$6,000 in donations she had collected
from co-workers and friends for the
family of a car accident victim.

The accident occurred in New
Providence but was investigated by
the Scotch Plains Police Department
because the because the widow lives
in Scotch Plains, authorities told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Assistant Union County Prosecu-
tor Ann R. Rubin said Marie
Pinkewicz, 52, of Third Avenue in
Elizabeth, was working as a clerk in
the surrogates office back in April
when authorities charged her with
stealing $5,933 from the charitable
fund following an investigation by

Scotch Plains Detective Sergeant
Brian Donnelly.

The defendant admitted in court on
August 11 that she took the dona-
tions, put them into a bank account
that had her own name on it and then
withdrew funds which she used for
personal expenses, Ms. Rubin said,
adding the monies were to be used to
help pay mortgage expenses for an
acquaintance whose husband was
killed in the car crash.

“Instead, she spent it on things like
car tires and groceries even though it
was clearly intended for someone else
who desperately needed money,” Ms.
Rubin said, adding that once she
stopped receiving funds, the victim
became suspicious and notified au-
thorities.

Pinkiewicz, who pled to a single
third degree count of theft by failure
to make required disposition before
State Superior Court Judge Scott J.
Moynihan, will be sentenced on Fri-
day, December 9 and must have paid
the entire amount by certified bank
check to the victim by then and per-
form community service as a condi-
tion of probation.

“If she can’t come up with it, her
attorney is going to have to get cre-
ative,” Executive Assistant Prosecu-
tor Robert O’Leary told The Leader
and The Times.

Pinkiewicz will also be banned from
future public employment, authori-
ties said.

Govornor Mandates
State Records Reform
TRENTON –  Executive Order 49

signed on Friday, August 5, by Gov-
ernor Richard Codey mandates that
the state records and archives depart-
ment initiate a global review of all
state agencies records retention,
schedule, practices and procedures.

Secretary Thomas, who oversees
archives and records, noted that an
efficient records system promotes fis-
cal responsibility and this executive
order provides for re-engineering the
way public records are administered.

NJEA PAC Endorses
Corzine for Gov.

AREA – The New Jersey Educa-
tion Association Political Action Com-
mittee last week endorsed U.S. Sena-
tor Jon Corzine in his bid to be New
Jersey’s next governor. The NJEA
PAC claims to speak for 190,000 ac-
tive and retired N.J. educators.


