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Scotch Plains  Moving Ahead on Preliminary
For Scotch Hills’ Mininature  Golf Course

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last week,
the township recreation commission
awarded a $24,000 contract to the
engineering firm of Hatch, Mott and
McDonald of Millburn for consult-
ing services, which provided the town-
ship with preliminary conceptual
plans for an 18-hole, miniature golf
course.

The proposed course will be lo-
cated at the Scotch Hills Country
Club on the site previously known as
the shag field in the southern corner
of the club, located at Plainfield Av-
enue and Jerusalem Road.

The shag field, which is less than 5
percent of the total area of Scotch
Hills, is a triangular piece of land,
previously used for driving practice.
Approximately half of the shag field
will be used for additional parking
and the other half for the proposed
new miniature golf course, Recre-
ation Director Ray Porreo told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. En-
closed driving cages are also included
in the proposal.

The miniature golf course, like the
regular golf course, will be open to
the public and will provide the town-
ship with additional recreation, Mr.
Porreo said.

An open, public meeting was held
on June 13 to give residents an oppor-
tunity to voice their opinions and
concerns to the Recreation Commis-
sion regarding the proposal.

Mr. Porreo said that all residents
living within 200 feet of the field
were notified of the meeting. He said
that no one voiced any objections to
the prospect of a miniature golf course
in their neighborhood, although sev-
eral residents had complaints about
golf balls from the regular course
finding their way onto their proper-
ties.

The consulting cost for the course
was paid for with the township’s open-

space trust fund money, and all of the
design and construction costs will
also be provided by the fund, Mr.
Porreo reported. He did not want to
speculate about the total costs for
design and construction at this time
as costs could vary greatly, depend-
ing on the bids received.

Mayor Martin Marks told The
Times that the Recreation Commis-
sion proposed this idea in early 2004
and they have done extensive re-
search on the topic. He said that
according to their research findings,
the course would pay for itself within
a few years and then provide rev-
enue for the recreation commission
and the township.

The Recreation Commission ex-
pects to receive a more detailed en-
gineering and design report within

two months. The proposal will then
go before the Scotch Plains Plan-
ning Board at which time the public
will have another opportunity to
voice their concerns. Once approved,
the project can go out to bid and
construction could begin by 2006.

According to Mayor Marks, the
open space trust fund receives two
cents for every $100 of assessed
value, providing the township with
approximately $190,000 per year.

In other news, the Recreation Com-
mission will apply for a $200,000
matching grant with the county to
light one of the township’s ball-fields.
The commission has not yet estab-
lished where the lighting funds will
be applied, if awarded. The grant
must be applied for by the end of the
month and the county will announce

the awards by September, Mr. Porreo
said.

Mr. Porreo said he does not expect
to receive the entire amount applied
for, but the commission is prepared
to match up to $200,000. The com-
mission will look at where the light-
ing can be placed with the least
amount of impact on adjacent prop-
erties, he said.

“With today’s lighting technology,
spillover (of lighting) onto properties
is greatly limited. Neighbors are usu-
ally more concerned about late-night
noise than lighting,” he added.

Public meetings regarding the
placement of new lighting will be
announced.

According to Mayor Marks, there
are currently no lighted ball-fields in
Scotch Plains.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONCERT AT THE PARK…People of all ages gathered at Alan M. Augustine Park in Scotch Plains for a fun and
entertaining evening at the Scotch Plains Concert in the Park. These concerts take place weekly throughout the summer.
The band Sequoia performed last Thursday as part of the summer concert series at the Village Green  adjacent to the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building.

SP-F Board, Education Association
Contract Negotiations Continue

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

 

SCOTCH PLAINS – With the open-
ing of school a few weeks away, ne-
gotiations between the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association (SPFEA) will enter a new
phase shortly.

Teachers – who will be working
under their previous contract – are
working toward agreement on a new
contract with the school board.

At the board meeting held July 28, the
board announced that both they and the
SPFEA had declared a joint impasse,
and that the next few steps would involve
the state-sponsored Public Employee
Relations Commission (PERC). Step
one under PERC allows for a third-party
mediator to handle negotiations between
each side privately.

Board President Linda Nelson ex-
plained to The Times that the media-
tor basically goes “back and forth”
between the board and SPFEA, look-
ing for areas of agreement and/or
possible compromise.

“What he looks for is common
ground,” said Ms. Nelson.

She explained that while there is no
strict timetable that a mediator must
adhere to, at a certain point, the media-
tor may feel the process needs to go a
bit further in order to reach agreement.
That is where the next step comes into
play – the role of fact-finder.

In this role, a new mediator (differ-
ent from the previous one) speaks
with both sides, researches the issues
and then makes recommendations.
The parties may or may not choose to
follow the recommendations of the
arbitrator, said Ms. Nelson.

If for some reason the parties de-
cided not to accept the recommenda-
tions, a third and final stage would be
instituted. In previous years, the stage
was known as “last best offer” – when
the board would make one final offer
to the teachers which encouraged a
settlement quickly.

However, according to Ms. Nelson,
that stage was replaced recently with
a new stage entitled “super concilia-
tion.” The newly-amended rule,

N.J.A.C. 19:12-44, states in part, “…if
the employer and the majority repre-
sentative do not reach a voluntarily
negotiated agreement within 20 days
after the issuance of the fact-finder’s
report, the public employer, the em-
ployee representative, or the parties
jointly may request the Director of
Conciliation, in writing, to invoke
super conciliation.”

The issue with super conciliation,
explained Ms. Nelson, is that it does
not motivate or encourage parties to
settle. Under “last best offer,” the
board – if it chose – could legally
enforce the offer they made. This is
not the case with super conciliation.
However, the board is hopeful that
negotiations will not even approach
the final phase of super conciliation.

Past negotiations between the board
and the SPFEA have also been rather
prolonged at times. The contract that
expired in June of 1998 was finally
settled in December of that same year.
In 2001, the negotiations, which be-

gan early that year, stretched all the
way into 2002. Those settlement dis-
cussions were contentious as well, as
teachers, parents and even students
frequently attended public meetings
to voice their concerns and criticisms
of the overall process.

According to Ms. Nelson, the cur-
rent negotiations have been rather
peaceful between the two sides. She
pointed out that whereas in years past,
one side may have declared an im-
passe, this time around both sides
jointly declared the impasse. That,
she said, is a sign that the parties
continue to work toward a common
goal.

“The tone of our negotiations has
been very positive,” she commented,
adding that the board and SPFEA are
looking out for the best interests of
the district – students and parents
included.

Ms. Nelson also stated that the
board as a whole recognizes the tre-

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – In a phone interview
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Monday, Mary Olive “Mo”
Smith, fiancée of Fanwood Memorial
Library Director Dan Weiss, expressed
her gratitude and appreciation for the
community’s actions following the
stabbing incident that recently placed
Mr. Weiss in the hospital.

Mr. Weiss had allegedly been
stabbed in the neck outside the li-
brary on August 1 by his ex-wife,
Rosemary Dunlap of Westfield.

“We’ve just been really touched by
how attentive the police have been.
Sergeant (Howard) Jarvis, Lieuten-
ant (Richard) Trigo, and Detective
(Eugene) Chin have all been really on
top of things. And they’re just very
considerate of everybody as well, in-
cluding Danny’s son. And that’s re-
ally the most important thing to Danny

right now….his son’s welfare.”
Ms. Smith continued, “The mayor

(Colleen Mahr) personally called me
while Danny was in the hospital. There
were cards and flowers and phone
calls from her and from the town
council and everyone. And he got this
beautiful card and stuffed bear from
the Fanwood Rescue Squad. We’ve
just been so impressed by the
community’s caring.”

Ms. Smith said that she and Mr.
Weiss met six years ago while both
were performing in the Alphabet City
Opry, a country music show on the
Lower East Side of New York City.
Ms. Smith performs with Mr. Weiss
and his band, Silk City, as well as her
own band, The Smokies. Mr. Weiss
sings and plays guitar, while Ms. Smith
occasionally sings with them. The two
perform duet in their new band Reckon
So, which first played live recently in
March 2005, featuring a mix of blue

grass and honky-tonk. Mr. Weiss has a
45-year history of singing and playing
guitar with several bands.

For six years, the couple has been
doing a live radio show together on
the third Tuesday of each month on
WKCR 89.9 FM. Ms. Weiss empha-
sized that she and Mr. Weiss didn’t
begin dating until one and half years
after his separation from Ms. Dunlap.

“Our relationship had nothing to
do with his marriage ending,” Ms.
Smith said. “That’s why we just don’t
understand what’s going on or why.”

Ms. Smith reported that Mr. Weiss
and his ex-wife, Ms. Dunlap, have
always maintained an amicable rela-
tionship since their separation. They
filed for their no-fault divorce using
the same lawyer, a mutual friend.

She said the couple only communi-
cated occasionally, usually to discuss
issues involving their 21 year-old son,
Jesse, who reportedly resided with
Ms. Dunlap.
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Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMING SOON…The Tavern at Stage House, scheduled to open the week of August 29, will be a relaxing and welcome
addition to the Scotch Plains dining scene. The Tavern will focus on simple meals- all served in the handsome barn.

NJ DOE Releases
NCLB Progress Results

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) and
Park Middle School in Scotch Plains
were included on a list released Au-
gust 10 by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education (NJDOE) of
“Schools In Need of Improvement” -
schools that were designated by the
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) as
having failed to meet the guidelines
for adequate yearly progress (AYP).

The 851 schools named to the list
were identified after their standard-
ized test results on the state-man-
dated proficiency assessments fell
below benchmarks set for each grade
level. For 2004-05, the NJDOE man-
dated that 66 percent of eighth grade
students test proficient in Language
Arts Literacy on the Grade Eight Pro-
ficiency Assessment (GEPA), an in-
crease from 58 percent for the 2003-
04 school year. The Mathematics re-
quirement this year was 49 percent,
up from 39 percent in 2003-04. On
the High School Proficiency Assess-
ment, the set rates were 79 percent for
Language Arts Literacy and 64 per-
cent for Mathematics, compared with
the 2003-04 requirements of 73 per-
cent in Language Arts Literacy and
55 percent in Mathematics.

In addition to meeting the total
student body proficiency require-
ments, the test results are broken up
into ten subgroups: total grade popu-
lation, students with disabilities, lim-
ited English proficient (LEP) students,
economically disadvantaged students,
white, Hispanic, African American,
Asian/Pacific Islander and American
Indian/Native American students. A
series of forty indicators are then
evaluated regarding the test results,
including questions of whether at least
95 percent of the total students and
students of students in each subgroup
took the test, attendance rates and
high school dropout rates. Also, stu-
dents in each subgroup must indi-
vidually meet the benchmark per-

centages for the test. A school that
does not pass all forty indicators does
not meet AYP.

Two of the three local schools that
are on the list, Edison School and
SPFHS, met AYP for the 2004-05
school year but appeared on the list
due to a requirement that a school
meet AYP for two consecutive years
before being removed. Edison’s status
is held at “Early Warning,” designat-
ing that the school did not meet AYP
for the 2003-04 school year, when the
school missed two of the forty indica-
tors. SPFHS is held at “Choice,” mean-
ing that if the school was receiving
federal low-income aid, students would
have the choice of attending another
school in the district. This require-
ment does not apply to SPFHS for the
above reason, as well as because there
are no other schools in the district at
the same grade level.

Park Middle School was added to
the list after it missed one of the forty
indicators regarding the performance
of special education students, accord-
ing to Linda Nelson, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Ms. Nelson also told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
test scores have risen at SPFHS, al-
lowing the school to meet AYP for
2004-05. She stated that the school is
expected to meet AYP for 2005-06.

Schools that do not meet AYP are
notified of their failure and are ini-
tially placed on the list as “Early
Warning” schools. If the schools con-
tinue to fail to meet AYP, they progress
to stages that include offering stu-
dents the choice to attend another
school in-district, providing supple-
mental services such as tutoring, and
even restructuring by replacing the
school’s administration. Schools that
were added to the list after 2000-01
test results failed to meet AYP and
have remained on the list for five
years are now at the “Restructuring
1” level. These schools must now
make plans to “restructure,” which
may include replacing staff and ad-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAITING TO DUNK...Fanwood residents await the new Dunkin’ Donuts struc-
ture at the corner of South and Martine Ave.  Another floor will be added, but
donut lovers ponder if the decor of the new eatery will match the Victorian-
themed architecture that Fanwood is trying to incorporate into its’ downtown
plans.

Fiancée Provides Additional
Details of Weiss’ Stabbing


