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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY,
AUGUST 1

A Barchester Way resident reported
the theft of jewelry valued at $8,500
from her bedroom sometime between
May and the present.

Two cameras, prescription medi-
cation and a Rolex wristwatch were
reported stolen from a residence in
the 100 block of Lincoln Road. The
watch was recovered two days later
from the front yard.

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 2

A resident of Mohican Drive re-
ported the theft of jewelry valued at
$8,350 while the occupants of the
home were away on vacation.

On August 8, Shawn Kuback, 24,
of Dover was arrested and charged
with burglary and theft in connection
with the case. Police said the jewelry
had not been recovered. Kuback was
released on a summons.

Cherian Elias, 44, of Philadelphia,
Pa. was arrested in the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated after he was
discovered slumped over the steering
wheel of the motor vehicle he had
been operating, according to police.
Elias was transported to Overlook
Hospital in Summit for treatment.

Bonni Martin, 50, of Scotch Plains
was arrested in the 1100 block of
West South Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated following
the investigation of a motor vehicle
accident that occurred there.

Martin, who sustained a laceration
on her foot, refused medical attention
and was released to a responsible
individual. No one else was injured
as a result of the accident.

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 5

Three East Orange men were ar-
rested on various charges on South
Avenue near the traffic circle. Vincent
Irving, 53, was charged with posses-
sion of suspected crack cocaine and
possession of drug paraphernalia. He
was also wanted on two outstanding

criminal warrants out of East Orange,
for $500, and South Orange, for $333.

Leon Guess, 46, was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia,
while Randy Coleman, also 46, was
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly providing false identifi-
cation to police.

Irving was held on $500 bail for the
Westfield charges and released on his
own recognizance on the warrants,
per the municipalities from which
they were issued. Guess and Coleman
were both released on their own re-
cognizance with summonses.

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 6

Alan I. Ozdamar, 19, of Westfield
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Harrow Road and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana,
possession of a false driver’s license,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
possession of an alcoholic beverage
while underage. He was released with
summonses.

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 12

Maurice D. Boatwright, 24, of
Westfield was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension and re-
sisting arrest when police officers
attempted to take him into custody in
the 600 block of West Broad Street on
traffic warrants issued by the
Westfield and Scotch Plains munici-
pal courts.

Boatwright, who allegedly gave
false information to police and then
fled as the officers attempted to arrest
him, turned himself in to authorities
later that day.

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 14

Joseph Abadir, 22, of Jersey City,
Brian Kostrowski, 23, of New Provi-
dence and Lenin Quijada, 24, of Union
City were arrested in the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. All were re-
leased with summonses.
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NJ DOE Releases NCLB
School Progress Results

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD’S NEW BAR…The Northside Trattoria Restaurant in Westfield
completed their rennovations and officially opened their bar service to the public
last Friday night. The restaurant bought the liquor license this spring that was
previously employed at the now defunct Wychoff’s Restaurant. Pictured above,
from left to right, are: Liz Cozzolina, co-owner Tim Boyle and Lily Flast.

Drunk Driving Crackdown
Announced For Region

Board Sets Sept. 26 Meeting
For Cell Tower Application

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s Board
of Adjustment announced August 8
that a special meeting regarding the
application made by AT&T Wireless
at 900 South Avenue West to seek
preliminary and final site plan ap-
proval to install 12 telecommunica-
tion antennas and other related equip-
ment will take place on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26 at 7 p.m.

During the regular meeting on Au-
gust 8, the board heard a proposal by
Mr. Anthony Mastrocola of 708
Dorian Way regarding the erection of
a six-foot fence on the street-side
yard, contrary to the requirements of
the town’s land use ordinance.

The fence, installed without board
approval, must be removed and re-
placed with a four-foot fence, offi-
cials said. The applicant will also
have to erect a new six-foot fence
around his existing pool.

Evgeniy Velkov’s application to
build an addition on his home at 437
West Broad Street will be carried
over to the next regular board meet-
ing on Monday, September 12, due to
confusion regarding his current ap-
plication and a previous approved
application from April 12, 2004.

The application of Mr. Giordano
DeCandia of 604 Leigh Drive to erect
an addition larger than the 10-foot set-
back, as required, will be carried over to
the September meeting, due to the over-
sight of the board regarding his pool.

“This is a brutal process,” Mr.
DeCandia said.

Gigi and Joe Tilocca of 75 North
Cottage Drive received approval on
their variance for the building of a
new larger front porch.

A variance was granted to Natalia
Penner of 205 Livingston Street for a
proposed deck.

The board approved a similar vari-
ance for Gregory Hobson of 618
Cumberland Street with an amend-
ment on the deck to he wants to erect
from the original 18 feet by 27 feet to
18 feet by 25 feet, because the pro-
posed deck size was too large.

Of the approved applications, one
was a proposal carried over from the
June and July meetings, submitted by
Sonia Rios-Cardoso of 628 Downer
Street. Ms Rios-Cardoso was granted
permission to build a single-family
residence larger than the town ordi-

nance allowed.
Robert Courtney of 1624 Summit

Street was granted approval of his
new addition, and Marion and Donald
Vanarelli of 740 Hanford Place were
granted permission to erect a new
attached garage.

The situation was described as
“unique” by Board Chairman Will-
iam Heinbokel, due to the shape of
the Mr. Vanarelli’s lot in relation to
the adjoining yard on Seneca Place.

Mitch and Anita Beinhaker of 656
Norman Place presented their appli-
cation to erect additions and a circu-
lar driveway, contrary to the require-
ments of the land use ordinance.

“Instead of moving, we would like to
expand our house,” said Mr. Beinhaker.

The town ordinance does not allow
a circular driveway on a corner lot.

“Circular Driveways are danger-
ous,” Mr. Heinbokel said.

The board did not object to the addi-
tion until Tim and Nina Donaghue of
834 Shackamaxon Drive balked at the
plan.

“The front-yard setback will ob-
struct our view down Shackamaxon
Drive. We will not be able to see our
two children playing in the street,”
said Mr. Donaghue.

Mr. Donaghue also pointed out that
the houses are very close together
already, and the Beinhaker’s proposed
garage will be too close to their living
room.

Mr. Donaghue said that the
Beinhaker’s were trying to do too
much, considering their lot size. The
board voted to carry over this appli-
cation to the September meeting.

Justin and Maria Barry of 1012 Irv-
ing Place appealed to the board about
constructing a covered porch and ex-
panding their third floor living space,
contrary to the town’s ordinance.

The board approved the porch,
which only adds two feet of setback
to the existing structure. However,
the third floor addition, as presented,
was not approved.

Board member Donald Lane said,
“Floor to Area Ratio (FAR) is prob-
lematic in this application. There is no
compelling reason to allow this appli-
cation. By approving this, we are show-
ing a disregard for the ordinance.”

The application was approved, with
amendments to the amount of livable
space to exclude a finished office and
walk-in closet.

be used on the second floor “may not
need an application (building permit)
because they’re coming in with the
bank,” which has been approved.

Ms. Neville explained that the bank
falls  under “permitted use because it
was a bank prior” and probably wouldn’t
need any variances passed.  Ms. Neville
said that if the new bank would be
operating similarly to the former  one, it
wouldn’t need board approval.

Ms. Neville said that the owner of
the building faxed over a floor plan for
a permitted bank, but she asked him to
send a full-scale version because the
one sent was too small. “Currently, I
haven’t seen anything,” Ms. Neville
said. She said she doesn’t consider the
business to be squarely in place until
either a plan or an application is sub-
mitted, and neither has.

Westfield Downtown Corporation
Chairman David Martone said the
DWC has heard “off and on (about the
possibility of HSBC bank coming in).
I don’t know anything for certain.”

Mr. Martone was skeptical about the
need for another bank, with Commerce
Bank already coming in, but noted, “The
market is the indicator. I’m sure they’ve
done due diligence on looking at the
bank’s possibility and perhaps there’s a
great need. But I’ve never heard anything
formal from any government agency.”

Mr. Cook said he reached a finan-
cial settlement with managing part-
ner Mitch Berlant.

“I bought out my managing partner
a month or two ago. Whatever delin-
quent taxes existed were paid for, and
we’re current now,” Mr. Cook said.

Samuel Bernhaut, a retail special-
ist of Blau & Berg in Springfield,
brokered the deal between the land-
lord and the bank.

“Construction will be starting any
month now. We have a 5,000 square
foot space available on the second floor.
The building has had an approval for
the second floor. HSBC will take pos-
session around January,” he said.

In the past few years, after a series
of restaurants (including a January 8,
2004 approval by the planning board
to allow the first floor to be used by
Wolfgang Puck’s restaurant) backed
out, HSBC prevailed.

The current landlords plan to build
an elevator and second floor, which
may be broken into a combination of
tenants. Mr. Bernhaut said he has
been approached by salons, daycare,
a high-end spa, children’s activity
center and will entertain any of these
proposals for the second floor space.

“It’s quite a build out, quite an
investment. You’re looking at a shell
pretty much. It’s just four walls. Four
ornate walls,” Mr. Bernhaut said.

In recent months, the site has been
home to possible tampering. On the
front door of the building, there is a
sign reading “Unsafe Structure. Pre-
vent Unauthorized Entry.”

Mr. Freedman explained that, “A
couple months back, someone broke
into the window of the building, so we
put up the sign to scare people off.”

Westfield Police Captain John
Parizeau of the Records Bureau con-
firmed the disturbance.

“On March 18, we got a call that
the front door dislocation was dam-
aged,” Captain Parizeau said. “There
were exposed wires and other haz-
ards inside. We notified the real estate
agent and the building department.”

“The building’s under renovation
and there was a damaged door, there
was exposed rubble and demolition
stuff,” he added.

a business owner who fits the require-
ments willing to accept the position,
which will have to be approved by the
mayor and town council before ap-
pointment. Candidates for the posi-
tion cannot be property owners.

“It’s a double benefit to have that
situation because the person has a
double interest to get things done,”
Board member Joe Spector said.

“But our bylaws do not allow it,”
Mr. Goldman said.

Mayor Skibitsky stated that if the
DWC feels the organization would
benefit from allowing the business
owner representative to also be a prop-
erty owner he would consider chang-
ing the ordinance.

“If the ordinance needs be changed
it will have to go before (town) coun-
cil for review,” he said.

Executive Assistant and Promotions
Coordinator Courtney Nemec re-
ported that although the DWC has
one prospective business owner who
is interested in the position, Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin feels there
are several business owners in town
who are not aware of the opening.

Ms. Nemec stated that Mrs. Cronin
suggested walking around to all busi-
ness owners in the SID to distribute
the DWC newsletter to ensure that all
those qualified were aware of the
open board position.

Director of Parking Services John
Morgan reported on the parking im-
provements project stating, “The
project is moving along.” He pre-
sented a glass top light pole that will
replace several plastic lampposts in
municipal parking lot no. 3 at the
train station on South Avenue.

“We have problems with wind-
storms and vandals where the globe
actually falls off,” he said.

The glass globe will have a locking
mechanism and four bolts securing it
to the pole.

“It is not going to fall off,” Mr.
Morgan said.

Mr. Morgan also reported that the
Department of Public Works (DPW)
is cutting down meter poles and num-
bering the lots due to the installation
of pay stations.

“Each pay station, although indepen-
dent, will be connected to a server. So, no
matter where you are in town you can add
money to your spot,” Mr. Morgan said.

“The lots look so much better without
those meters up,” Mayor Skibitsky added.

By the fall, all downtown lots will be
equipped with pay stations which will
accept coins, tokens or a Smartcard,
which is a prepaid parking card. The
pay stations are cellular based machines
that are all connected to one server.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if we didn’t
see a couple of them (pay stations) on
the sidewalks for convenience,” Mr.
Morgan said.

Board member Lee Hale reported
on the status of the RFP (request for
proposals), which was sent to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea earlier this
summer. The DWC has received ap-
proval from the town to pursue bids
for the specific streetscape projects.

“The definition of what we want is
overwhelming,” Mr. Hale said. “We have
a lot of people interested in it (the job).”

Mayor Skibitsky reported on the
Public Works Committee, a special
committee formed to make sugges-
tions in order to improve customer
service, as well as the efficiency of the
DPW. The committee has been work-
ing on what Mayor Skibitsky called a
“white paper” outside consult to ana-
lyze “how we’re doing things and make
recommendations to improve things.”

For the past six months a group of
three volunteers has been working
closely with the DPW to help im-
prove shortcomings.

“The DPW is a big part of our
budget,” Mayor Skibitsky said. “They
are responsible for a great deal of our
quality of life.”

The mayor continued saying, “The
Public Works employees have been
very forthcoming. When you are ana-

lyzed by outside people it can be
intimidating.”

The next meeting of the DWC will
be held on Monday, September 19, at
7:30 p.m. at their office located at 105
Elm Street.

DWC Reviews Financials;
Discusses Bd. Vacancy
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Borough And PBA Reach
Accord on New Contract

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — After two
and a half years of negotiations an
agreement has been reached between
the Borough of Mountainside and the
Mountainside Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) Local 126 for
the period of time of January 1, 2003
through December 31, 2006.

The council approved the agree-
ment Tuesday night. Both sides signed
the agreement following the council
vote.

According to Officer Jeffrey
Stinner, President of Local PBA No.
126, Mountainside police officers
have been without a contract since
December 31, 2002. He also noted
that changes in the new contract re-
flect a 3.5 percent increase for 2003;
a 3.625 percent hike for 2004; a 3.75
percent pay raise for 2005 and a 3.75
percent increase for 2006. He noted
that these increases would be retroac-
tive.

Officer Stinner also said that other
changes include an increase in the
starting salary for a probationary of-
ficer from $28,000 yearly to an an-
nual salary of $32,000. Also, the new
contract provides for a seventh step to
the top salary whereas, the old con-
tract only provided six steps.

The contract also notes that all cer-
tified Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (EMT) certified police officers
shall receive an annual prorated sti-
pend of $500.

Councilman William Lane ad-
dressed the audience at Tuesday’s
meeting stating, “I want to commend
the Mountainside PBA and the mem-
bers of the (council’s) Police Com-
mittee for working so hard to come to
a resolution and thank them for their
hard work, time and effort.

Council members of the Police
Committee included Councilman
Paul Mirabelli, Council President
Glenn Mortimer, Police Commis-
sioner Keith Turner and Borough At-
torney John Post.

Police Chief James Debbie noted
that a two-and-a-half year contract
negotiation “has never been done
before” in the borough.

In other business, the Mountainside
council appointed Frank Masella, who
has served as the Borough’s Assistant
Recreation Director for the last seven
years, to the position of the
Mountainside Recreation Director. He
replaces Sue Winans who is retiring
after 31 years.

 Kevin Donnelly will serve as As-
sistant Recreation Director effective
August 15.

vide air conditioning for the audito-
rium, cafeteria and instrumental mu-
sic room, and replace the front steps of
the school.

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley presented
his 2005-2006 projected elementary
school enrollment report to the board.

First grade enrollment for Jefferson
School is up, with 24 students per
classroom.

A new teacher for Jefferson School
will be hired for the upcoming school
year.

The report also projects that school
enrollment will increase by 77 stu-
dents from last year. There will be 85
more kindergarten students this year
in the district, 21 more second grad-
ers, and 35 more fourth graders.

First grade and third grade enrollment
will decrease throughout the district by
43 and 19. The schools with the highest
increase in students are Washington and
Wilson Schools, with 25 new students
each, while Franklin School projects an
increase of three students and Tamaques
with four new students.

Jefferson School and McKinley
School will each have 10 more stu-
dents attending in September.

Kindergarten classroom sizes will
be higher at Washington and Jefferson
School in the coming school year. As a
result, parents in those neighborhoods
can expect to receive a letter from Dr.
Foley suggesting that they send their
children to Wilson if they are enrolled
at Washington or McKinley if they are
enrolled at Jefferson.

Children will not be committed to
attend those alternate schools for sub-
sequent years.

WF BOE
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HSBC Bank
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WESTFIELD –  Chief Bernard
Tracy of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment announced its plans to partici-
pate in the You Drink and Drive, You
Lose Nationwide crackdown from Au-
gust 19 to September 5. This is the
second since all 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia enacted 0.08 Blood
Alcohol Content (BAC) laws for im-
paired driving. Additionally, for the
first time, the crackdown will take
place during Labor Day period to tar-
get the end-of-summer impaired driv-
ing problem.

The end of the summer season is
traditionally a time of social gather-
ings, which often include alcohol.
The goal of the program is to raise
awareness about the dangers of drink-
ing and driving through high-visibil-
ity enforcement, and to arrest motor-
ist who choose to drive while im-
paired by drugs or alcohol.

Impaired drivers kill nearly 18,000
people on our nation’s roads each
year.  In New Jersey 39 percent of
motor vehicle fatalities are alcohol-
related.  The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
reports that nearly 97 percent of
Americans view drinking and driving
by others as a threat to their families
and themselves.  Indeed, Americans
support tougher enforcement and rank
drunk driving ahead of healthcare,
poverty, the environment and gun
control as an important social issue.

Chief Tracy reminds everyone: Be
responsible and don’t risk it. You will
be caught, If you plan to drink, choose
a designated driver before going out,
take mass transit, a taxicab, or ask a
sober friend to drive you home, spend
the night where the activity is held,
report impaired drivers to law enforce-
ment and always buckle up – it’s your
best defense against an impaired driver.

“The summer season is a time for
fun with friends and family, not trag-
edy,” said Roberto Rodriguez, direc-
tor of New Jersey Division of High-
way Traffic Safety.

For more information about the crack-

down or alcohol – related crash statis-
tics, visit www.stopimpaireddriving.org,
or contact the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

dents in each subgroup must indi-
vidually meet the benchmark per-
centages for the test. A school that
does not pass all forty indicators does
not meet AYP.

Two of the three local schools that
are on the list, Edison School and
SPFHS, met AYP for the 2004-05
school year but appeared on the list
due to a requirement that a school
meet AYP for two consecutive years
before being removed. Edison’s sta-
tus is held at “Early Warning,” desig-
nating that the school did not meet
AYP for the 2003-04 school year,
when the school missed two of the
forty indicators. SPFHS is held at
“Choice,” meaning that if the school
was receiving federal low-income aid,
students would have the choice of
attending another school in the dis-
trict. This requirement does not apply
to SPFHS for the above reason, as
well as because there are no other
schools in the district at the same
grade level.

Park Middle School was added to
the list after it missed one of the forty
indicators regarding the performance
of special education students, accord-
ing to Linda Nelson, President of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Ms. Nelson also told The
Leader/Times that test scores have
risen at SPFHS, allowing the school
to meet AYP for 2004-05. She stated
that the school is expected to meet
AYP for 2005-06.

Schools that do not meet AYP are
notified of their failure and are ini-
tially placed on the list as “Early
Warning” schools. If the schools con-
tinue to fail to meet AYP, they progress
to stages that include offering stu-

dents the choice to attend another
school in-district, providing supple-
mental services such as tutoring, and
even restructuring by replacing the
school’s administration. Schools that
were added to the list after 2000-01
test results failed to meet AYP and
have remained on the list for five
years are now at the “Restructuring
1” level. These schools must now
make plans to “restructure,” which
may include replacing staff and ad-
ministrators, becoming a charter
school or hiring a private manage-
ment company.

NCLB calls for 100 percent profi-
ciency in both testing areas by 2014
and for every year thereafter. The
NJDOE has decided to meet this goal
by raising benchmark percentages
every three years, according to a state-
ment released by NJDOE Commis-
sioner William L. Librera.

Since NCLB went into effect in
2002, school districts across the coun-
try have expressed concern with the
requirements set forth by the act.
Many citizens are concerned that the
act limits local control over schools
and puts too much emphasis on evalu-
ating learning based upon standard-
ized test results.

In April, Utah’s state legislature
authorized schools to ignore any
mandates of NCLB that conflict with
the districts’ existing testing programs
or require the use of state funds. The
Texas commissioner of education has
ignored NCLB’s stipulation that spe-
cial education students be tested.
Many states have even considered
passing legislation to refuse federal
education funding in order to be freed
from the requirements of the act.

Detective Chambers Disciplinary
Hearing in Progress Wednesday

WESTFIELD – At press time on
Wednesday, part two of the public disci-
plinary hearing was in progress against
Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers, supposedly charged with fix-
ing a $20 parking ticket and covering up
the matter. Detective Chambers has been
suspended with pay since March.

The first part of the unusual hear-
ing in public forum was held July 21,
without charges being stated. The
July hearing was reported in the July
28 edition of The Westfield Leader.

The hearing, held in the Commu-
nity Room of the municipal building,
has been made public at the request
of Detective Chambers, which is

within her rights, according to de-
partmental procedures.

The police department’s case is be-
ing presented by James Plosia, Jr. of the
law firm of Apruzzese, McDermott,
Mastro & Murphy of Liberty Corner,
which represents the town in labor
matters.

Attorney Hassan Abdellah of
Elizabeth is representing Detective
Chambers.

James Damato, a Morris County
attorney, is conducting the hearing.
He has said his role is, “to determine
what the facts are and to listen to all
of the evidence.” His recommenda-
tions are non-binding.

Michael Pollack for 0
BUICK OPEN… George Roeck cleans and displays his 1952 Buick at last Wednesday’s
1950s Soc Hop and Classic Car Show in the North Side Train Station lot.


