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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 Popcorns

In “Beethoven” (1992), after waking
and finding a cuddly St. Bernard puppy
in her bed, little Emily Newton (Sarah
Rose Karr) ecstatically announces, “I
dreamt I had a puppy and my dream
came true.” It doesn’t get much better
than that, does it?

All the same, director Gary David
Goldberg thinks nothing of bursting our
bubble. He makes a movie titled “Must
Love Dogs” and then proceeds to practi-
cally avoid man’s best friend at all costs.
Oh sure, there’s a canine here and there.
But it’s mere lip service, and nothing to
really slobber over. We never forgive him.

As you’ve probably figured by now, the
title line is used in a personal ad. And
thus, though neither pre-school teacher
Sarah (Diane Lane) nor boat builder Jake
(John Cusack) owns a dog, for their first
meeting each manages to have one in
tow. Sarah brings a big Newfoundland to
the park, and Jake arrives with a little
Westie. Ah, the contrasts begin. Our
romantic comedy is afoot. And what
follows is as dedicated to that genre as it
is to our four-legged pals.

Ironically, even with the dearth of dogs,
all the flea-bitten mechanisms abound.
And granted, “Must Love Dogs” does
manage to be moderately amusing in
that fluffy, noncommittal, production
line way that has you writing the scenes
just seconds before they appear. But there’s
hardly a fully felt or uniquely expressive
emotion to be found among its albeit
quick-paced ninety-eight minutes.

There’s no confusing it with the real
thing. Where there should be kismet and
serendipity, coincidence and illogicality
prevail. Not that anything quite so out of
the ordinary occurs. It’s the mood and
context. We welcome a lie if it’s enter-
tainingly told, or if we like the teller,
despite his fibbing ways. However, Mr.
Goldberg’s movie deserves no such dis-
pensation. Remember, there was the im-
plied promise of dogs.

In spite of everything and much to
their credit, Ms. Lane and Mr. Cusack,
while never terribly convincing as the
focus of Cupid’s arrows, prove rather
likeable. Although a conman in “Grifters”
(1990), Mr. Cusack exuded a plaintive
honesty. And we sided with him even
though he was a hit man in “Grosse
Pointe Blank” (1997). Here his sin is
being in a film hampered by director-
writer Goldberg’s uninspired adaptation
of Claire Cook’s book. It’s easy enough to
forgive him.

Insofar as Diane Lane is concerned,
you can’t help but notice that she’s a
vision. I’m told that kind of thing goes a
long way in swaying folks, and it sort of
works here.

Regrettably, both Lane and Cusack are
relegated to treading water as the
filmmaker’s sitcom sensibilities work their
detrimental wiles, furnishing us with but
another lowest common denominator
take on love. Which makes you think. If
life imitates art, and this sort of middling
stuff is what’s being passed off as ro-

SPECIAL VISIT…Miss New Jersey, Julie Robenhymer, came to the Westfield
Summer Workshop to visit with students and perform for them. She answered
questions from the students and discussed self-esteem, her platform during her
reign in 2005.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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mance, no wonder everyone is in such an
affection-challenged tizzy.

The principal characters are anything
but cleverly written, let alone believable.
Instead, the screenwriter covers every-
thing with that pall of cynicism so popu-
larly substituted for wit these days.

Other than that, Sarah teaches pre-
school, has an overly supportive set of
siblings, two perfunctorily played gay
friends and says she loves dogs even
though she doesn’t own one; we really
don’t know much about her. Jake is even
more elusive, or unwritten to put it more
aptly.

To make him appealing in a misunder-
stood, er, underdog sort of way, he is a
builder of classical wooden racing boats
that no one wants to buy. Check out the
metaphor. The contemporary scullers,
turning their backs on time-honored
custom and pageantry, have swarmed to
the cheaper, flashier and, alas, faster ves-
sels. We must then assume that Jake’s
wife left him for a more fiberglass sort of
fellow.

But we question if we missed some-
thing about a trust fund or some other
great source of wealth that’s financing
Jake’s passion. He has this great work-
shop/warehouse/groovy abode, replete
with tools, boating paraphernalia and all
those appurtenances you see hanging
from the walls and ceilings of restaurants
nowadays. There’s no mention of in-
come.

It’s funny. For the majority of us, set-
tling the daily accounts and making ends
meet is a stern preoccupation. But
Filmdom generally has no patience for
such mundanity, unless, of course, that’s
what the story is about.

Therefore we usually don’t give a hoot
how the mad scientist financed his eight-
room colonial or whether the ballerina is
stashing enough away in her 401k. Yet,
when the information becomes curious
by its omission, as is the case with Jake’s
money-losing enterprise, then we feel
that the director is asking us to take a leap
of faith he hasn’t really earned.

Resultantly, when it comes to the af-
faire de coeur that’s supposed to be evolv-
ing between Jake and Sarah, our skepti-
cism precludes our interest. Naturally,
being humans concerned with our spe-
cies’ mating habits, we still root. But it’s
more for the idea of love itself and not for
any specific nuance of that notion that
we’re seeing on the screen.

All this said, one still might have been
inclined to cut the director some slack.
But only if he hadn’t perpetrated that
ruse in the title. We suspect a cat con-
spiracy; the pooch enthusiast’s grudge is
built into our evaluation. OK, so it wasn’t
much of a love story. But scratching our
heads as we leave the movie theater, we
can’t help but wonder. To paraphrase the
poet: Who left the dogs out?

……………..……………..……………..……………..……………..
“Must Love Dogs,” rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by Gary
David Goldberg and stars Diane Lane,
John Cusack and Christopher Plummer.
Running time: 98 minutes

South Ave. Car Show
May Become A Fixture

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD -- A new way of
bringing together the residents and
merchants of the Plainwood Square
section of Plainfield began on Satur-
day, August 6, and it promises to be
more than a one-time event.

In fact, if organizer, Angela Oxley
has her way, The 1st Annual South
Ave. Classic Car Show, held at the
Netherwood Train Station Parking
Lot, will become a yearly happening.

Approximately 200 spectators
showed up throughout the day to view
the cars.

“There’s never been a car show on
South Avenue,” said Ms. Oxford, who
also owns The Sleepy Hollow Café
and Gallery, located across the street
from the train station. She added that
it’s been at least 12 years since a car
show was held anywhere in Plainfield.

“I thought it would be something
good to do for the community,” she
explained.

The city of Plainfield whole-
heartedly endorsed Ms. Oxley’s idea.
After clearing her plan with NJ Tran-
sit, which operates trains out of the
Netherwood Train Station, and other
Plainwood Square merchants, Ms.
Oxley and her brother, Chris Lynch,
began preparing for the event, which
boasted a registration of approxi-
mately 50 classic cars.

In addition to The Sleepy Hollow
Café and Gallery, other local spon-
sors, such as Corey’s Auto Body, also
located on South Avenue, and D &
DG Design Development Group from
New York (among others) helped fi-
nance the event.

It was The Sleepy Hollow Café and
Gallery clients that gave Ms. Oxley
the spark of an idea to organize the
Car Show.

“Many of my customers are keen
on cars,” she said, adding that her
restaurant frequently sponsors “car
club breakfasts.”

Five hundred dollars in cash prizes
were awarded at Saturday’s Car Show,
which required a modest registration
fee for the cars, but was free and open
to the public.

According to Ms. Oxley, the South
Avenue Car Show was not a
moneymaking proposition. Rather,
the success of the event was the op-
portunity it gave area residents and
merchants to meet and greet one an-
other and develop pride in the neigh-
borhood.

“It’s nice to see people coming out
into the community,” continued Ms.
Oxley.

With this year’s event behind her,
Ms. Oxley is already looking forward
to next year’s Car Show.

“There will definitely be a second
car show,” she said.

MUSTANG ALLEY…Westfield resident Bill Mackey stands beside his 2001
Mustang at the First Annual South Ave. Classic Car Show, which was held in
Plainfield on August 6. Mr. Mackey’s car is detailed by G-Wiz of Westfield.

Friends Of WF Library
Award Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Mary Orlando and
Sally Brown, co-chairs of the Friends
of the Westfield Memorial Library
Scholarship Committee, announced
that Megan  Yudd has been selected
to receive the Friends’ 2005 “Future
Librarian” Scholarship. The $1,000
scholarship is awarded annually to a
Westfield resident who wishes to
pursue a career in library science.

Ms. Yudd is a graduate of Mount
St. Mary’s Academy in Watchung
and received a B.A. in English Lit-
erature from Loyola College in Bal-
timore, Maryland. She is working
towards a master’s degree in Library
Science at Rutgers University and
will graduate in the spring of 2006.
Ms. Yudd spent three summers as an
assistant for the Children’s Summer
Reading Club at the Westfield Li-
brary. She observed the operations
of the children’s department and it
inspired her to pursue a career as a
school library media specialist,
which will allow her to work with
children and fulfill her dream of
making a difference in a child’s life.

The Friends established this schol-
arship to promote interest in and
support individuals who have cho-
sen Library Science as a career.
Arlene Burgess and Colleen
Bodayla, co-presidents of the
Friends, noted that in New Jersey
nearly half of the estimated 4,000
working librarians in schools, uni-
versities and public libraries will
reach retirement age by 2015 ac-
cording to a study by the New Jersey
Library Association. The Friends are
happy to encourage and support fu-
ture librarians of America.

Vandervort Attends TV
News Institute in Conn.

WESTFIELD – Megan
Vandervort, of Westfield, attended
the Television News Institute for high
school students from July 11-15 in
the Ed McMahon Mass Communi-
cations Center at Quinnipiac Uni-
versity in Hamden, Conn.

The institute covered writing ef-
fective and balanced news stories for
television as well as shooting and
editing video. Students produced a
newscast in the high-definition tele-
vision studio.

Megan is a rising senior at
Westfield High School. She is the
daughter of Greg and Colleen
Vandervort.

Megan Vandervort

Megan Yudd

Local Students Make
Pingry Honor Rolls

AREA – Pingry Headmaster Nat
Conard and Assistant Headmaster,
Lower School Director Ted Corvino,
are pleased to announce the names of
students who were recently appointed
to the Lower, Middle, and Upper
Schools’ end-of-year honor roll. The
honor roll recognizes students for
achieving a B+ average or better with
no individual grade lower than a B-.

The following Scotch Plains resi-
dents were named to the Honor Roll:
Alexander Russoniello, grade 7; John
Guiffre, grade 9; Melissa Loewinger,
grade 10 and Rachel Van Wert, grade
11.

The following Westfield residents
were also honored: Helen Daifotis,
grade 6; Kasra Manoocheri, grade 6;
Jason Reitman, grade 6; Taylor
Shepard, grade 6; Alexander Daifotis,
grade 7; Aaron Davis, grade 7; Samuel
Fisher, grade 7; Meghan Hager, grade
7; Paul Zoidis, grade 7; Brendan
Bruno, grade 8; William Weldon,
grade 8; Elizabeth Lynch, grade 9;
Gordon Peeler, grade 9; Adrienne
Spiegel, grade 9; Isaac Davis, grade
10; Sean Hager, grade 10; Max
Horlbeck, grade 10; Elizabeth Zoidis,
grade 10; Sean Bruno, grade 11;
Caitlin Jennings, grade 11; Kelly
Peeler, grade 11; Nadine Reitman,
grade 11; Rita Biagioli, grade 12;
Elizabeth Encarnacion, grade 12;
Daniel Scheininger, grade 12 and

THE BOYS ARE BACK IN TOWN…The Eric Mintel Quartet will return to the
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival in Westfield on Tuesday, August 16.

FACE TO FACE...Westfield’s Julianne DiLeo doesn’t seem worried as she comes
face to face with an endangered species of sea turtle on a beach in Hawaii, as only
one part of her scientific study during a recent biology field study trip with the
Pingry School in Martinsville. The Pingry students and faculty studied these
endangered sea turtles under the supervision of local environmentalists at a
secluded beach near Waimea Falls Park on the island of Oahu, Hawaii.

SP Resident to Attend
Fairleigh Dickinson

SCOTCH PLAINS– Sarah Schiff,
a 2005 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, will attend
Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
College at Florham Campus in Madi-
son this September. She is the daugh-
ter of Stephen and Hindy Schiff of
Scotch Plains.

More Education News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

SP Bucknellians Chosen For
Innovative Summer Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Steven
Doremus and Nicole Impellizzeri, both
of Scotch Plains, were two of 20
Bucknell University students selected
for an innovative program designed to
teach future managers and engineers
how to work together in the global
economy of the 21st century.

The two-summer program, the Insti-
tute for Leadership in Technology and
Management, brings together manage-
ment and engineering students for a
summer of intensive course work, in-
dustry projects and field trips the first
year. During the second summer, the
students serve internships with com-
pany managers, engineers and execu-
tives.

A junior enrolled in the B.S. in Elec-
trical Engineering program, Steven is
the son of Bruce and Donna Doremus,
Scotch Plains and a 2003 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

A Dean’s List student, Steven is a mem-
ber of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity.

A junior enrolled in the B.S. in Busi-
ness Administration program with a
major in Management, Nicole is the
daughter of John and Jayne
Impellizzeri, Scotch Plains and a 2003
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

While at Bucknell, Nicole has been
named to the Dean’s List for achieving
a grade point average of at least 3.5 of
a possible 4.0.

The program is in its 13th year. The
students spend six or seven hours daily
in courses with faculty and executives-
in-residence. They visit businesses and,
building on what they learn in the class-
room and in the field, they tackle real
problems confronting real companies.
Executives for the companies work with
the students and critique the students’
analysis and proposed solutions.

Sweet Sounds Down-
town’ Continues

WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC), continues its 9th an-
nual season in downtown Westfield,
NJ on August 16, 2005.  The perfor-
mances will take place on sidewalks
and street corners every Tuesday in
July and August from 7:00 to 9:00
p.m. Rain dates will be the following
Wednesday evenings at the same time.

The Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival schedule for Tuesday, August
16 includes performances by Stringbean
and the Stalkers, The Soul Searchers,
Eric Mintel Quartet and Butterball.

While enjoying the musical perfor-
mances of “Sweet Sounds Down-
town,” enjoy dining at one of
Westfield’s fine restaurants or shop
and stroll through downtown. For
more information about Westfield and
other downtown events taking place,
call the DWC at (908) 789-9444 for a
free Destination Westfield brochure,
including a shopping, dining and ser-
vice directory, as well as a 2005 events
calendar and Jazz Brochure or visit
their web site at
www.WestfieldToday.com for further
details.

NJWA Alphorn Ensemble
Performs in New York City

TOOT YOUR OWN HORN…Pictured from left: Martina Struck, Dr. Schlosberg
giving Raymond Loretan, consul general of Switzerland, pointers on the Alphorn,
Walter Metzger and William Carter.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Alphorn En-
semble performed in the Swiss Na-
tional Day Celebration in New York
City on Pier 54 on July 30 from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dressed in traditional Swiss
clothes, the quartet performed 24 se-
lections arranged by Swiss compos-
ers and members of the ensemble.

Raymond Loretan, Consul Gen-
eral of Switzerland in New York,
welcomed the ensemble and requested
a lesson in Alphorn playing, to which
director Dr. Ted Schlosberg enthusi-
astically agreed.

The 20,000 attendees of this an-
nual event were treated to Swiss style
wrestling (Schwingen), Swiss Yodel-
ing, flag throwing, authentic Swiss
food, wine and music. The 2005 Swiss
Champions in Schwingen, Yodeling
and Flag Throwing signed autographs
and photographs for their audiences
after their performance.

The debut of the fist NJWA Alphorn
Ensemble CD entitled “Swiss N’US”
was made available to the partici-
pants of the celebration and will be
available at the Westfield Festival on
September 25.

Members of the NJWA Alphorn
Ensemble are: Ted Schlosberg, Di-
rector; Martina Struck, Walter
Metzger and William Carter and
Matthew Forman, who was absent
from this performance. The ensemble
rehearses every Wednesday from 8:30

to 9:45 p.m. Interested players should
call NJWA at (908) 789-9696 for
further information. Classes for be-
ginners will begin in September.

Call or log on to find out more! Call or log on to find out more! 
908.322.TJAM

www.tumblejam.com

A fun, unique children’s

activity center,

TumbleJam offers a

series of classes in

music and movement

designed to stimulate

your child’s physical,

social and creative

development.

• Weekly Classes • Music Lessons • Birthday Parties 
• Open Play • Special Needs Classes


