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220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – In a move
to ensure that patients can see the
doctors they know and trust, Rep.
Mike Ferguson, R-N.J., voted last
week to approve medical liability re-
form to prevent excessive jury awards
that drive up health care costs and
encourage frivolous lawsuits.

The legislation, which won House
approval 230-194, would curb multi-
million jackpots for trial lawyers in-
volved in frivolous lawsuits, which in
turn lead to rising insurance costs for
doctors and hospitals. Skyrocketing in-
surance premiums are forcing health
care providers in New Jersey, and na-
tionwide, to avoid high-risk procedures
and jeopardize patients’ access to care.

“America’s doctors, nurses and
medical researchers are the best in
the world, but our health care system
is broken,” Rep. Ferguson said after
the vote. “In New Jersey, lawsuits and
doctors’ skyrocketing liability insur-
ance are jeopardizing patient care. If
we don’t take corrective action now,
we will lose many valuable physi-
cians. After all, without insurance,
doctors can’t practice, but high insur-
ance premiums force doctors to aban-
don their practices.”

The House-approved legislation
would permit unlimited economic
damages - out-of-pocket costs like
lost wages and medical costs - and

7th Congressional District News

Representative Mike Ferguson

Candidates And Officials Are
Invited to Write to You

The Westfield Leader and The Times
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood will pro-
vide space each week from now
through election to candidates seek-
ing elected office to express their views
to our readers. This  is  also a standing
offer extended to all elected officials
of the region currently serving.

We commend those who take the
time to write to you. If you’re not
hearing from your officials or candi-
dates, write them and let them know
about it.

We’d also like to hear from our
readers about the issues you feel are
important for the candidates and
elected officials to address. It is help-
ful to the candidates to know your top
items of concern.

Please e-mail all items to
editor@goleader.com.

Our intent is to get to the heart of the
issues important to you locally, while
avoiding generic releases, personal
attacks on opponents, spin and “fluff.”
Our editors’ sole judgment shall ap-
ply, and submissions may be rejected
if criteria are deemed out-of- policy.

For candidates and officials, a sub-
mittal of about 500 words is recom-
mended. Alternately, a photograph
with caption information and a smaller
write-up of about 200 words may be
submitted. Submissions must be re-
ceived by Friday evening of the week
prior to publication.

On the last Thursday edition prior
to the general election, no releases
are accepted as the space is dedicated
for our editors to summarize the cam-
paign, the candidates and issues of
the election.

To promote voting, in addition to
our regular subscribers in the region
and around the country, we will mail
the election edition of the newspaper
to all residents in Fanwood and
Westfield because of the races for
municipal office in those towns.

The general election this year is
Tueday, November 8. Our last edition
prior to the election is Thursday, No-
vember 3.

Paid political advertisements are
welcome from all candidates for all
editions and on goleader.com. They
will be clearly denoted as such.

This year, we’ve developed the ca-
pability to webcast about five min-
utes of interview of the candidates on

the Internet at our site, goleader.com.
We invite all candidates to be part of
this and we will include an article of
the interview in the newspaper. Please
contact the editor at
editor@goleader.com to schedule an
evening for the video taping.

Those seeking office this year in
our region include Governor, Assem-
bly, Freeholders, Mayors and Coun-
cils. We invite them all.

Several years ago in an editorial
about campaigning in New Jersey,
we coined the term “silly season.” It’s
necessary to keep a sense of humor
about politics in New Jersey, but we
know how important the job is — of
those serving in elected positions. We
appreciate their effort and good in-
tentions of all those serving and seek-
ing to serve.

Thank you in advance and good
luck to all.

House Votes to Limit Jury Awards
To Control Health Care Costs

contingency fees lawyers can charge
would be limited to increase the share
of the damage awards that go to in-
jured patients.

The bill does not limit an award of
an injured patient’s “economic dam-
ages” - anything whose value can be
quantified, including lost wages or
home services, medical costs, drugs,
therapy and lifetime rehabilitation
care. In addition, there is no limit -
only guidelines, the greater of twice
the economic damages  or $250,000 -
for punitive damages or damages
awarded for the purposes of punish-
ment. This provision ensures gener-
ous awards will be available in cases
of true negligence.

Across the country from 1976 to
2000, doctors’ insurance rates in-
creased 505 percent, triggered in large
measure by the dramatic increase in
multi-million dollar jury awards. The
medical liability premiums in New
Jersey are forcing some doctors to
leave the state or to scale back their
practices, including dropping some
riskier procedures like obstetrics.

In a separate measure, the House
last Wednesday overwhelmingly ap-
proved legislation aimed at improving
medical care and saving lives by en-
couraging doctors and other health
care providers to share data about er-
rors without triggering new lawsuits.

Arboretum Sponsors
‘Tea on the Terrace’

COUNTY – The Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum, located at 165 Hobart Av-
enue in Summit, is sponsoring “Tea
on the Terrace” through August.

This free, bi-weekly event – cel-
ebrating a bygone era when after-
noon tea was customary – takes place
on the terrace of Wisner House over-
looking the garden and grounds.

Guests are treated to iced tea and
home baked goodies, as well as an
optional guided tour of the grounds.

Pre-registration for Tea on the Ter-
race is required. To schedule, please
call the Reeves-Reed Arboretum at
(908) 273-8787.

Parent Praises Staff at
Jefferson Playground
I would like to thank all those involved

in the success of the Jefferson School
Playground Program. For six weeks, the
children at Jefferson have been provided
a different theme, a variety of activities,
and a crew of counselors that deserves
applause.

Some of the program highlights in-
cluded softball and soccer tournaments
(Jefferson won the softball tourney- Yeah
Jefferson), a fair, Olympics, arts and crafts,
street hockey, water fun, picnics, movies,
and more. Games like Knockout, Indian
Pin, Tetherball, board games, and cards
are enjoyed daily.

The trained staff of counselors is fabu-
lous. Some have been on staff for years
and serve as role models for the children.
These counselors encourage, initiate, and
involve themselves in the fun. They don’t
just supervise, they play and the kids love
them.

The Jefferson Playground Program
ends August 11th, with a Coin War Party,
celebrating with pizza, soda, and ice
cream. Jefferson came in first place rais-
ing $414.88 in The Coin War, which was
held at all seven playground sites over the
past six weeks. The monies collected will
go toward a playground memorial for
Megan Beck, a former staff member of
the Recreation Department who passed
away as a result of cancer.

A lot of planning, effort, and heart are
behind the day-to-day activities of the
Playground Program. Thanks to all who
serve at each of the seven sites, and my
personal thanks especially to those at
Jefferson.  The Jefferson Playground Staff
members are: Ryan Cookerly, Shaun
Elwell, Bill Steinfeld, Christine Isabella,
Lucille Bonfanti, Lauren Mullman, Katlyn
Ropars.

Laura Gribbin
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Blood Platelet Drive
To Be Conducted at ‘Y’

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Blood
Services will be at the Westfield Area
“Y” on Friday, August 26, to conduct
a blood platelet drive between 2 and
6 p.m.

The New Jersey Blood Services
bus mobile will be parked outside the
“Y” on Ferris Place in Westfield.
Donations will be made inside the
van. No appointment is necessary.

There is currently a blood platelet
shortage. For more information,
please call the Westfield Area “Y” at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 251.

‘Y’ Program Teaches Youth
Leadership, Counselor Skills

Rotarians Discuss
Children in Calcutta
WESTFIELD – Ms. Rosalie

Giffoniello presented an in depth talk
on July 12 to the membership of the
Westfield Rotary Club about “Work-
ing with Children in Calcutta.” Her
presentation included past conditions,
current improvements and future
plans for the development of the chil-
dren in Calcutta, India.

Pictured in the photograph right
are Westfield Rotary President Nancy
Jackson, Rosalie Giffoniello and
Darielle Walsh, Director of Club Ser-
vice.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday from 12:15 to 1:30
p.m. in the Westfield YMCA. The
public is invited to the $12 weekly
luncheon, interesting weekly pro-
grams, and an opportunity to enjoy
the comradeship of Rotarians. In ad-
dition, the Westfield Rotary club can
provide speakers for organization
events.

LEARNING TO LEAD…Westfield Area “Y” Counselors In Training participate
in leadership development training. Pictured, from left to right, are: Nick
Dougert, Ryan Rocha, Carolyn Ortiz Wood and CIT Assistant Director Subahan
Darby.

WESTFIELD – Summer camp is
about learning new skills, making
new friends and building relation-
ships, and the common thread be-
tween all camps and all activities is
the counselors.

At the Westfield Area “Y,” the Lead-
ers-In-Training (LIT) program for
youth ages 12 and 13 and the Counse-
lors-In-Training (CIT) program for
those ages 14 and 15 are designed to
develop counseling skills and values.

In the LIT program, activities are
focused upon leadership training, ser-

vice work and self-esteem. In the CIT
program, teenagers study group dy-
namics, team building and communi-
cation skills; learn about group dy-
namics, and gain insight into the de-
velopmental characteristics of chil-
dren.

CITs then participate in activities
that utilize the skills they have gained
by working with the younger chil-
dren in “Y” day camps. The Westfield
Area “Y” is located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield.
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SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 8/17/05

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

Family owned for over 400 years and from a great vineyard site
in Mosel.  Ungrafted rootstock that gives a sense of old European
wine.  Slate, apple, floral tones and much more.  Decant for at
least an hour.  Spectacular vintage – will age for 40 plus years.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$33.99 1.75L
$24.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$9.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Reg $54.99   Sale  $44.99

Joh. Jos. Christoffel Erben Urzinger
Wurzgarten Riesling Auslese 2001

Casamatta Bianco  $10.99
A Tuscan blend of Chardonnay, Sauvignon
Blanc and Trebbiano.  Crisp with melon, pear
and green apple flavors.  Try with seafood, light
pasta and creamy sauces.  Sips very well on its
own as well.  Different and fun.  91 pts –
Veronelli’s Guide to Italian Wines.

Ch. La Grande Clotte Lussac –
St. Emilion 2002  $19.99

The right bank of Bordeaux remains one of the few
places in the world that Merlot lovers can get their fix
without going broke.  A long elegant and smart wine
with characteristic red fruit tones and an admirable
diversity of food partners.  Decant for 30 minutes.

Another wine that demonstrates the emergence
of Santa Barbara as an area that can produce
quality Pinot Noir at affordable prices.  Lovely
long cherry fruit with tobacco and herb make it
great with vegetarian food as well as poultry.
Try pork chops with mushrooms.

Lincourt Pinot Noir  2002  $19.99

GET TOGETHER...Westfield Rotary
President Nancy Jackson, Rosalie
Giffoniello and Darielle Walsh, Direc-
tor of Club Service.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

Last Call to Poets for Fanny
Wood Contest, Sept. 1

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Arts
Council reminds all interested poets
that the deadline for the third annual
Fanny Wood Poetry Awards is Thurs-
day, September 1. Poets who are 17
years of age and older are eligible to
enter.

Submissions must be typed in trip-
licate on 8½” x 11" paper. The
entrant’s full name, address, and tele-
phone number must appear in the
upper right corner of only one copy to
facilitate anonymous judging.

Quality poems of any length and
style are welcome. Poets are not re-
quired to reside in Fanwood in order
to participate in this contest. Only
unpublished poems will be consid-

ered.
There is no entry fee. Entrants may

submit up to five poems, which will
not be returned. Poems must be re-
ceived on or before Thursday, Sep-
tember 1. Winning poets retain all
rights to their poems.

First, second, and third place awards
will be made, and the winners will be
invited to participate as featured po-
ets in the Carriage House Poetry Read-
ing Series at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center in Fanwood. An-
nouncement of winning poets will be
made during the Fanny Wood Day
festivities on Sunday, October 2.

Poets are invited to send their en-
tries to: Fanny Wood Poetry Awards,
c/o Fanwood Arts Council, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023.

For additional information, please
contact the Fanwood Arts Council at
(908) 889-7223.


