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* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (2.75% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (2.75% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

** When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, FREE ATM fees up to $10.00; FREE service charge on Traveler’s Cheques; additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates 
limit one 0.25% premium.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month. 
Minimum 2.75% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.
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on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs

FREE First order of checks!

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!**

FREE ATM fees up to $10

2.75%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

DrivingDDr
UCC CAN GET 
YOU THERE.

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

for a Degree?
� Choose from Over 90 Programs of Study or

English as a Second Language (ESL)
� Fall ‘05 Semester begins September 1

(Register until September 7)
� Fall ‘05 Late Start classes begin September 15
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights 

or weekends and NEW Sunday classes
� Transfer as a Junior to prestigious 4-year

colleges or universities
� Only $78 per credit

(Union County residents)
� Learn from home with

Online Courses or
Telecourses

YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

�

Driving

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

Club Mid includes: 

Sports 

Snack 

Homework Time 

Fitness 

Computers 

Art Activities 

Available 2, 3, 4 

or 5 days/

week until 6:00 

Main Facility 

220 Clark Street  
 

East Broad Street Family Branch 

422 E. Broad Street 

Serving Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside & Westfield since 1923. 

Club Mid participants 
will be bused twice a 
week to the new East 
Broad Street Family 
Branch to use  the   

Pre-Teen/Teen Cardio 
Arcade and Computer 

Learning Center 

908-233-2700 x 273 * www.westfieldynj.org 

THE WESTFIELD AREA Y IS EXPANDING 

ITS CLUB MID AFTER SCHOOL  

PROGRAM FOR ROOSEVELT & EDISON 

STUDENTS.   

Corzine-Forrester Race: Let
The Double Talking Begin

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — The Gubernatorial con-
test between Democrat Jon Corzine
and Republican Doug Forrester has
been heating up this summer.

Charges have been flying back and
forth as both candidates seek to be-
come the first “elected” Governor
since Jim McGrevey.

The following is a synopsis of press
statements released by the Corzine
and Forrester campaigns for Gover-
nor over the past few months.

* * * * *
This past week The Philadelphia

Inquirer reported that the FBI is in-
vestigating campaign contributions
given to former Consumer Affairs
Director Susan Bass Levin, chief of
operations for the Corzine campaign.

July 27 – In response, Mr. Forrester
said: “If these news reports are true,
we can add Susan Bass Levin to the
list of Jon Corzine’s ethically chal-
lenged associates – Charles Kushner,
the felon and ex-developer, Bob
Torricelli, the disgraced senator who
was forced to resign, Jim McGreevey,
the disgraced governor who was
forced to resign and George Norcross,
the South Jersey party boss who is
also a embroiled in the current fed-
eral investigation.”

“This list of friends, business as-
sociates and advisors to Corzine
demonstrate clearly why he is part
of the problem in New Jersey, not
the solution.”

July 27 – Republican Assembly
Minority Leader Alex DeCroce chal-
lenged Mr. Corzine to “stop his empty
promises of property tax relief and
admit that his so-called plan is noth-
ing more than a warm-over version of
the unreliable Florio-McGreevey re-
bate program. Over the past five years,
the rebate amounts New Jerseyans
have actually received have oscil-
lated wildly.”

“The rebates are unreliable – Jon
Corzine’s plan is the same shaky and
unsubstantial program we have had
for years in Trenton,” Assemblyman
DeCroce said.

“With Corzine’s plan, New Jersey
taxpayers have to cross their fingers

for the relief they desperately need,”
Mr. DeCroce charged.

July 21 – Mr. Corzine accused Mr.
Forrester of playing politics at a NJ
Transit rail station. Tom Shea, his
campaign advisor, said: “Forrester’s
silence on Amtrak funding is em-
blematic of his silence on everything
else: he pops his head up for political
opportunism, a picturesque photo op,
or an exploitative press conference.”

July 18 – The Corzine campaign
accused Mr. Forrester of confusing
New Jersey voters with his (Mr.
Forrester’s) property tax plan.

“In less than one week Doug
Forrester has given New Jersey tax-
payers three different dollar figures
for the property tax relief they’d get
under his scheme,” said Mr. Shea.

“Doug Forrester is willfully mislead-
ing New Jersey taxpayers. And if he
can’t be truthful in his campaign, how
can taxpayers rely on Doug Forrester to
be truthful as their next Governor?”

July 14 – Corzine campaign senior
advisor Tom Shea noted “Doug
Forrester’s natural ability to speak
from both sides of his mouth on the
campaign trail.”

“Doug’s property tax plan had caps
– then it didn’t – then it did; Doug was
for cutting $1 billion in college schol-
arships and grants – then he wasn’t;
Doug was for increasing the gas tax –
then he wasn’t; Doug was for laying-
off 6,000 state workers – then he wasn’t;
Doug’s property tax plan cost $2.7
billion, then $3 billion, then $6 billion,
$5.8 billion, $6.3 billion; Doug was
against the Highlands Conservation
Act – then he wasn’t ... sort of.”

July 13 – Mr. Forrester called on
Attorney General Doug Harvey to
resign after a report in the Star Led-
ger indicated that 93 percent of home-
land defense funds had been distrib-
uted by the current administration to
Democratic legislative districts.

June 16 – Mr. Forrester submitted
an OPRA (Open Public Records Act)
request to the Sports and Exposition
Authority and the Governor’s office
to obtain all documents relating to the
Corzine/Kushner Nets deal.

“This week Forrester questioned
Corzine’s statement on Sunday
against public funding of sports fa-
cilities. In 2003, Corzine sought at
least $100 million in state taxpayer
dollars to help himself and his former
business partner, now-convicted felon
Charles Kushner, purchase the New
Jersey Nets,” according to a Forrester
campaign release.

“Corzine’s record is clear on these
issues, and the public deserves to
know the details of the Corzine/
Kushner/Torricelli deals,” said Sherry
Sylvester, Forrester for Governor
Communications Director.

Government has Advantage in
Complaints of Records Disputes

On July 8, 2002, the State Legislature
passed the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA). They also created the Govern-
ment Records Council (GRC) to oversee
complaints against records custodians.

To this date, the GRC has not found a
records custodian guilty of a “knowing
and willful” violation of OPRA, which
would lead to the custodian being person-
ally fined by the agency. In lieu of fining
custodians the GRC has been placing
violators on their ‘Matrix,’ which im-
poses a state oversight of how the custo-
dian handles OPRA requests.

I have filed eight GRC complaints
against the County of Union since 2003.
They were found not to have complied
with OPRA four times, without rising to
a “knowing and willful” violation of
OPRA. They have been placed on the
GRC ‘Matrix’ three times to date, with
more complaints still pending. A fifth
violation was determined recently, and
rather than the GRC ruling directly on
whether a “knowing and willful viola-
tion” had been committed, the GRC re-
ferred the case to the Office of Adminis-
trative Law (OAL).

By sending this complaint to the OAL,
the GRC gave an unfair advantage to the
county who will be represented by tax-
payer-funded attorneys, while I can’t af-
ford the expense of hiring an attorney to
represent me. I find it both ironic and
alarming that a government body can use
taxpayer dollars against a taxpayer trying
to pry information out of them regarding
how taxes are being spent.

After much consideration and research,
I have decided to formally withdraw this
OPRA complaint. Dealing with the OAL
is beyond the capability of the average
citizen. The process requires time that I
don’t have to give; I work, I have a family
which includes two young daughters,
friends and other interests besides bat-
tling Union County for information.

I am an activist who has learned that the
cards are stacked against the average per-
son and I think that it will be more produc-
tive for me to spend my limited time to
continue to work for greater access to
records without spending countless hours
trying to present a case to the OAL.

In trying to research the OAL process,
I went to their website where I found

several thousand words “summarizing”
their rules. The rules themselves are much
longer. If I enter into the OAL’s system,
I’d be expected to know about and deal
with motion procedure, discovery rules,
rules of evidence, etc; not exactly enjoy-
able beach reading. I find this to be the
equivalent of handing my 13 year old the
keys to my car, and with no driving knowl-
edge, directions or gas money, telling her
to drive to Chicago to pick up grandma.

I have become an active member of the
New Jersey Foundation for Open Gov-
ernment (NJFOG). I traveled to Trenton
recently to speak at a GRC meeting. After
relaying how I felt about trying to present
my case to an OAL judge, I asked the
counsel to candidly admit that there really
is no process that will lead to a custodian
being held accountable. It would be much
more honest for the GRC to simply tell
people that there is no process, than it is to
send them into a complex black hole that
promises a process that is not in reality
attainable.

Members of the GRC admitted their
frustration as well, and acknowledged
that they would accept an invitation from
the Legislature to take a look at how
OPRA can be improved. How refreshing
to see a government body actually listen
to the citizens, and be open and willing to
work towards better government.

As far as prying records out of the
County of Union I can tell you that OPRA
and the GRC were helpful for a short
period of time. This is no longer true.

Just this past month the county gave me
a record with a disclaimer “there may be
errors or omissions on this document” in
regards to an employee’s paid days off.
This is either incompetence or corrup-
tion; either way, as it stands in the State of
NJ, there is absolutely nothing a citizen
can do about it.

A closed government isn’t in the citi-
zens’ best interest, and should not be
allowed to flourish in a democratic soci-
ety. The county now spends more than $1
million of our money a day, which affects
our health, welfare and safety. With this
in mind, I will continue to work for greater
access to public records.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Letters to the Editor

UCPC CELEBRATES SIXTY YEARS…State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.  hon-
ors Marcyann Sosnoski (center) and Evelyn Hecker for their dedicated service to
UCPC Behavioral Healthcare in Plainfield. UCPC has been one of the state’s
leading organizations in providing healthcare services to the mentally ill.

Hovnanian Pays
$25,000 in Damages

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
has received a cash payment of $25,000
and will receive services worth many
times that figure from the developer
K. Hovnanian, of Red Bank, follow-
ing a dispute over encroachment onto
county land. Last week, the county
received preliminary plans to reforest
the land and is looking forward to the
beginning of the project by the fall
planting season.

During work on a housing develop-
ment in Scotch Plains in 2004, the
developer removed at least 25 trees,
forest understory and vegetation adja-
cent to the Watchung Reservation.

The county’s largest park, the
Watchung Reservation, encompasses
more than 2,000 acres across five
municipalities.

“Union County is the steward for
more than 6,000 acres of public park
land,” said Freeholder Deborah P.
Scanlon. “Whether it’s private prop-
erty owners, park users or businesses,
we will take encroachment on our
public land very seriously.”

In addition to the $25,000 cash pay-
ment, Hovnanian retained a landscape
architecture firm to develop plans to
restore the parkland and replace the
trees and vegetation that had been re-
moved. Following an April agreement,
the cost of planning the native trees and
vegetation that will be placed in the
park as part of a three-year restoration
plan and required maintenance to re-
store a healthy ‘edge of forest’ ecology
is believed to be as high as $250,000.

“We are happy to say that the devel-
oper not only acknowledged its ac-
tions, but is working to make fair resti-
tution,” said Freeholder Nancy Ward.
“After an unfortunate incident, they are
making themselves good neighbors.”

This month, county officials also
expect to finalize a settlement with a
Mountainside homeowner and a tree
service for removing 27 trees, under-
story and vegetation from a part of
the Watchung reservation adjacent to
his home in 2002.

Union County filed a lawsuit charg-
ing trespass when it was discovered
that the homeowner had cleared ap-
proximately 1/3 of an acre of county
parkland adjacent to his home. The
county has been working with the
homeowner and a tree service to reach
a settlement.

The homeowner and tree service will
pay a $65,000 settlement, which will
help pay for mitigation of the site
through a reforestation plan similar to
the one required of K. Hovnanian.

“Residents and businesses need to
know that Union County takes its role
as steward of public land very seri-
ously,” said Freeholder Scanlon.

In December 2003, the county
passed ordinances formally prohibit-
ing encroachment on county prop-
erty and protecting trees on county
property. Encroachment or damage
or destruction of each and any tree
would carry a $500 fine per offense
and $500 and up to 90 days in jail for
each subsequent offense. Each day
the encroachment exists a separate
summons could be issued.

The homeowner was not charged
under the ordinance because his of-
fense predated its passage. In the case
of K. Hovnanian, the developer coop-
erated with county officials from the
outset and worked to come to a resolu-
tion acceptable to the County of Union.

UCPC Celebrates Sixty Years
Of Community Service

AREA – State Senator Thomas H.
Kean recently presented a joint reso-
lution on the occasion of UCPC Be-
havioral Healthcare’s (formerly
known as Union County Psychiatric
Care) 60th anniversary to Marcyann
Sosnoski, Executive Director, and
Evelyn Hecker, President of the Board
of Trustees.

Judy Sturm of Scotch Plains and
Sheilah O’Halloran of Westfield,
members of the Board of Trustees,
report that the resolution, passed by
the Senate and General Assembly,
honors the organization and praises it
for its outstanding service to people
with special needs.

Initiated by Senator Kean and As-
semblymen Eric Munoz and John M.
Bramnick and signed by the Presi-
dent of the Senate and Speaker of the
Assembly, the resolution calls atten-
tion to the respect UCPC has earned
through providing accessible, cost-
effective, and culturally sensitive ser-
vices to residents of Union County
and surrounding communities with
mental health and substance abuse
problems.

UCPC, one of three major provid-
ers of outpatient mental healthcare
services in Union County, offers a
continuum of care provided by a
multiple-discipline professional staff.
Services include the Outpatient Pro-
gram with individual, group and fam-
ily therapies for children, adolescents
and adults; the Partial Care Program
for adults discharged from, having a
history of, or at risk of psychiatric
hospitalization; and the MICA Pro-
gram for adults dually diagnosed with

mental illness and chemical addic-
tion. Medication management and
nutrition counseling are important
services that the organization pro-
vides in all three programs.

UCPC Behavioral Healthcare, lo-
cated in Plainfield with a satellite
office in Union, was established 60
years ago as the Mental Hygiene So-
ciety of Union County. Initially, it
specialized in family and child guid-
ance. In 1953 it became the Union
County Psychiatric Clinic, and later
changed to UCPC Behavioral
Healthcare. As the number of indi-
viduals being discharged from state
psychiatric hospitals increased, the
need for community-based services
for adults also increased, making
UCPC’s client base more adult fo-
cused.

UCPC Behavioral Healthcare is li-
censed by the New Jersey State Divi-
sion of Mental Health and was re-
cently licensed by the New Jersey
State Division of Addictions. Since
September of 1997, UCPC has been
fully accredited by the Joint Com-
mission for Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations.
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