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Ratner Articulates on
Neo-Communication
I enjoyed reading Frank Arena’s mono-

syllabic response to my Letter to the Edi-
tor of July 21 because it represented a
perfect textbook Republican reaction to
inconvenient realities: Ignore the facts,
manipulate the facts and when the facts
are simply too obvious or blatant to dis-
tort, resort to inarticulate and meaning-
less grunts.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Permanent Batting Cage, Netting
Needed On Town’s Baseball Fields

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Podex – The rump or anal region
2. Loob – Cornish for the sludge that

comes from washing tin ore
3. Poditti – A kingfisher having a ser-

rated yellow beak
4. Decolletage – A dress with a low cut

neckline bearing the neck and shoulders

MIRADOR
1. A balcony or gallery commanding

an extensive view
2. A lane leading from the main road
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. A looking glass, small telescope

ORLOP
1. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
2. The lowest deck of a warship
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
MICTURITION

1. Moving with a wiggling motion, as
a snake

2. Distressing; perplexing
3. The act of urinating
4. The foam formed by the force of a

waterfall on the rocks below
MIXEN

1. A compost heap
2. Turmoil
3. A wigmaker or hairdresser
4. A battle ax or mace

A Concerned Wife Writes: My
husband “Guy” (disguised name) is a
good, hardworking man who has been
very successful in his professional
life; he works on Wall Street and
makes tons of money.

We have two children, boys ages
12 and 14. He is a devoted father, but
for years, has been preoccupied with
his work. As a result, the children
only see him at night before they go to
bed and/or weekends, when he tries
to attend their baseball or soccer
games. They have expressed resent-
ment, and I have tried to talk to him
about his frequent absence from
home, but to little avail. A brief coun-
seling session proved fruitless. Any
suggestions.

Answer: Unfortunately, this is a
way of life for many families. Time
passes quickly, and we cannot undo
the feelings children build up inside.

A good example of this is the song
“Cat’s in the Cradle” by Harry Chapin.
An equally good example of the im-
portance of family bonding appeared
in The Star-Ledger on July 8 in the
Blondie comic strip. Mr. Dithers, a
rigid boss, says to Dagwood, “Where
do you think you’re going?” as
Dagwood is about to leave work. “It’s
quitting time,” responds Dagwood.
Mr. Dithers yells, “Are you a com-
pany man or a family man?” In the
last frame, Dagwood is seen eating
dinner with Blondie and the children,
and as he smiles, he says, “I love
those easy questions!” Show this to
your husband, please.

A Husband Writes: My wife and
I disagree as to whether we should
permit our daughter to have a
nightlight in her bedroom. She claims
she is afraid of the dark and this helps

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Career-Driven Father Should
Make More Time For Family

  

   

  

   

   

   

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, the Westfield
Baseball Association, Town Attorney
Robert Cockren, the Westfield Recre-
ation Commission and copied to The
Westfield Leader.

* * * * *
I am writing you this letter to inform

you of an accident that occurred on June
21, 2005 at Gumbert Field No. 2 in
Westfield. My son, Daniel Palumbo, was
struck full force by a bat while walking to
the snack shack to purchase a soda. There
is only one way to walk to the snack shack
and one path.

He was severely injured, fracturing
three bones; his cheekbone, eye socket
and nose. In addition, three permanent
teeth were broken and will need bonding
continuously throughout his lifetime. The
ten-year old child who struck him was
from Scotch Plains and was simply warm-
ing up before his turn at bat.

I have been a resident for 14 years and

think this town is a wonderful place to
raise my three children. I feel Westfield
does not concentrate enough on the safety
of our children. The baseball fields are
unsafe without a designated area for warm-
ing up. How can the Town of Westfield
take pride in our baseball fields and actu-
ally invite towns in to play on them?

The day after the incident the Westfield
Baseball Association implemented a no
hitting/warming up rule for all team play-
ers. You and I both know that once the
wounds are healed and once this season is
over this rule will be forgotten. I have
already observed children swinging bats
at games after this rule was put into effect.

Unless there are permanent batting
cages and netting at every field, this will
happen again and could lead to a tragic
fatality. My son was fortunate. Let’s take
a moment and concentrate on the safety of
our children because they are our future.

Lenny and Kim Palumbo
Westfield

Former Westfield Teacher Dissatisfied
With Leader Photos of Graduates

Former Resident Gives
Advice on Cell Towers
As a former Westfielder, I have been

reading in your paper about the proposed
cell tower that the town is considering.

Hilton Head Plantation spent months
researching various antenna systems and
even erected a mock tower so it could be
better visualized and it was voted down.

We ended up with seven locations. The
towers are brown poles, situated among
our tall pine trees. I watched two being
put up and now I cannot find them.

I’m certain Crown Castle International
can be located on the Internet.

Maybe you know someone on the ARB
who would be interested in researching
this company.

Mary Lee Roberts
Hilton Head Island

Recent Article Failed to Reflect
New Jersey Legislators Proposals

her feel more secure. I believe this
plays into her being frightened easily,
and she should learn to be brave. No
ghosts or goblins will appear.

My daughter is also afraid of learn-
ing to swim, and I believe that if she
learns that there is nothing to be afraid
of – by insisting she attend swim-
ming classes – she won’t cry easily
when she has to learn a new experi-
ence. My wife disagrees (My daugh-
ter is three).

Answer: Your daughter should
have a nightlight in her bedroom if
she feels comfortable with it; many
young children are afraid of the dark.
And if she shows anxiety about swim-
ming, she may not be ready for this
now. You would do better listening to
her as she expresses herself and not
demand or command that she does
something because you feel it will
make her strong. Don’t project your
needs onto her!

An inquisitive Parent Writes: Any
hang-ups about a child reading the
Harry Potter series? Some experts
feel they are too violent.

Answer: I highly recommend the
Harry Potter books. Children are
finally reading books that they en-
joy. Harry and his friends are caring
and empathetic in relationships.
They want the good to triumph in
this world.

Ms. Rawling has created an atmo-
sphere filled with intrigue, magic and
adventure. Readers can escape into
an exciting fantasy where camarade-
rie and the magic of life overwhelm
the evil. Some paragraphs have a sense
of poetry. But most of all, there is
much humor to which children do
respond. In other words, enjoy the
adventure. It’s a hoot!

I read with interest the July 28th article
written by Fred Rossi entitled “Smoking
Ban In Cars.” Fred Rossi identifies spe-
cific bills of each legislator that he deems
to be either inappropriate or unnecessary.
Mr. Rossi’s article does not address the
many proposals and or changes that any
of these legislators made to affect prop-
erty tax, however.

It would only be fair and reasonable to
address what each legislator has done
with respect to property tax reform. He
asks a question as to whether or not my
resolution promoting kindness and civil-
ity is really the role of an elected official.
The answer to the question is that kind-
ness and civility is the responsibility of all
individuals, especially anyone who as-
sumes a leadership role in society.

In addressing Mr. Rossi’s concerns, it
is important to note that legislators are
able to work on more than one idea at any
time. Legislators have many interests and
concerns, and to isolate one specific bill
that is supposed to prove that the legisla-
tor is not working on tax reform is unfair.

The writer never addressed any of my
extremely radical bills that would have an
impact on property taxes. There were no
discussions of my economic swat team
that would make government more effi-
cient, or my bill to study county govern-
ment. The writer never addresses the fact
that I stood up and attempted to introduce
a hostile bill in the legislature to attempt
to have immediate discussion on property
taxes, which was quickly overruled by
the democratic majority.

The article written by Mr. Rossi is very
limited and really does not provide a full
picture of what each legislator has pro-
posed to end the unfair system of property
taxes.

Clearly, in an open society, letters like
this are permitted and encouraged, but
rarely valued. If perhaps, Mr. Rossi had
contacted the undersigned regarding my
specific proposals on property tax reform
in a fair and civil way, he would have
never written the article.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Please Adopt Homeless
Animals as Your Pet

August 20th is Homeless Animals’ Day.
The International Society for Animal
Rights began this day to publicize com-
panion animal overpopulation, increase
public awareness of the millions of ani-
mals killed in shelters annually due to a
lack of homes, and to emphasize the im-
portance of spaying and neutering.

The total number of animals killed in
shelters has been debated; some estimate
there are about 4 to 5 million animals
killed per year in shelters, while others
think the number is much higher (10 to 12
million). These estimates are only for
shelter animals; they do not include street
animals that die before ever making it to
a shelter. Whatever the true estimate is,
millions of animals die because there are
not enough homes for them.

On Homeless Animals’ Day, make a
commitment to support rescue efforts.
Support your local shelter, your local
rescue group and your local independent
rescuers. You can do this by having your
own animals spayed or neutered, adopt-
ing your next companion animal and by
educating others about the importance of
spaying or neutering and adoption.

We can help end the tragic cycle of
killing.

Michelle Sullivan, V.P.
Homeless Animal Lifeline

Plainfield

Since 1997, when I retired and moved
from Westfield, my subscription to The
Westfield Leader has enabled me to main-
tain a connection with the town where my
husband was born, we raised our family
and where, for 20 years, I was a teacher in
the Westfield public schools.

One feature of the newspaper that I
eagerly anticipate each June is the photo
spread of the graduating seniors. I love
seeing youngsters from our old neighbor-
hood, children and grandchildren of
friends, and most important to me, my
former students.

Years ago, the name appeared under
each photograph. However, more recently,
it has been a disappointment to observe
how the quality of the reproduction has
deteriorated. In the interest of saving
space, names have been placed in the left
margin of each row, necessitating the
tedious exercise of enumerating across a
row of 12 to 15 miniature photographs to
match the name with the graduate. Last
year the reproduction of the photographs
was so poor, the individuals were indis-
tinguishable.

This year, although the quality of the
photographs improved, the names were
omitted! Three hundred and seventy-four
seniors were identified collectively as
“Blue Devils.”

The June 30 news story of the com-
mencement mentioned the keynote
speaker’s topic was effective journalism.
The front page carried a delightful photo-
graph of eight graduates “posed to com-
memorate the end of their high school
career.” What about the other 366 gradu-

ates? Their names were not mentioned
anywhere in the paper.

I think The Westfield Leader should
remedy this disservice to the Class of
2005 by running the feature again, and
enlarging the 2-page spread that could
accommodate each name under the pic-
ture. The graduates would then be pro-
vided with a meaningful keepsake to com-
memorate this milestone.

Westfield High School’s graduating
seniors deserve better recognition than
they have received from the hometown
newspaper.

Ellen Linden
Cape Carteret, NC

Letters to
the Editor

Freeholders Should Make Agendas,
Meetings More Publicly Accessible
Last week’s Union County freeholders meeting in-

cluded a number of major actions by the board: ap-
proval of a $30 million bond ordinance for a state-
demanded juvenile detention center, approval of a final
agreement for the $6 million purchase of the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway and acceptance of a $1
million Green Acres grant for the development of a park
on the former Esposito Farm in Clark.

Keeping that in mind, anyone attending last week’s
meeting would have expected some comments from the
freeholder board. There were none – just the usual roll
call, votes on ordinances, and resolutions on the agenda.
Anyone reading the agenda would not have had a clue
about these projects. Reporters were given several
press releases, but there were no comments from the
board or county officials made in public session.

Also, there are few details given on projects during
agenda sessions. Why not? When do they discuss these
matters? They can’t be deciding matters in private
because that would be against the law.

The ordinance on the juvenile detention center men-
tioned the $30.1 million the county was issuing on
bonds to build the facility in Linden. The legal state-
ments on ordinances are extremely vague to non-law-
yers. On an agenda item accepting $1 million in Green
Acres funding for the Esposito Park project in Clark,
the name of the park was not mentioned. Why not?

A few years ago, the county included explanatory
statements in plain language on ordinances. We believe
it’s time for the county to go back to this concept and
expand its usage to all main agenda items.

Freeholder meetings used to be broadcast over local
cable access channels. However, the board has not
provided tapes to the cable broadcaster of its weekly
meetings since June of 2004. Freeholder Angel Estrada
said Thursday night that this is because of the poor
quality of the recordings of the meetings. For many of
the half million Union County residents, viewing these
meetings and reading press clips are the only way
people know what their county government is doing.
County taxes are second only to school taxes in terms
of total funds collected from property taxes.

It is time for freeholder meetings to be televised
again, and not just the regular meetings. The agenda
sessions are equally important and need to be included.
Also, not all of the meetings should be held in Eliza-
beth, for many people are afraid to go there at night.

The county has many facilities for freeholder meet-
ings, such as the new public safety building in Westfield,
the soon-to-be-opened engineering building in Scotch
Plains, the newly-expanded Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside, the Vo-tech/Magnet school
and the police academy in Scotch Plains, all of which
could be utilized. Municipal buildings and schools
would also be good venues for freeholder meetings.

The county should post the meeting agendas on the
Internet in advance. Surely, discussing the issues at the
meetings before casting 9-0 votes is appropriate.

The county needs to do a better job of making
meetings more informative and open to citizens if they
truly are “connected to you.” After all, county officials
serve at the will of the people – not the other way
around.

SCC’s Mess Leaves State In Chaos,
Taxpayers on the Hook as Usual

Last week, it was reported that New Jersey’s Abbott $6
billion school construction fund has run dry, leaving
many school districts without the new facilities they
were promised by the Schools Construction Corp. (SCC).
Another $2.5 billion has been spent on non-Abbott
school projects, bringing the total to $8.6 billion.

The state’s ranting over education funding problems
is nothing new. But is funding the main issue? Big
bucks coming out of the taxpayers’ pockets have been
splashed everywhere. Many involved in spending the
taxpayers’ dollars are crying wolf, saying they have had
to tighten their belts over the past three years. Tighten-
ing their belts in school system vernacular means
increasing operating spending no more than about 6
percent a year. In SCC capital spending vernacular, it
means blowing $8.6 billion with less than half the work
done, then bemoaning they want more.

In July of 2002, former Governor James McGreevey
created the SCC, a subsidiary of the New Jersey Eco-
nomic Development Authority (EDA), to manage the
billions allocated from borrowing for new school con-
struction. Alfred McNeill was named CEO of the SCC.
Mr. McNeill was known as a “doer” and quickly
outlined a plan, which would include every school
district in the state. In a surprise to many, Mr. McNeill
didn’t last, as the governor canned him in September
2003. No reason was ever given for his firing.

McGreevey then named John Spencer, a 33-year
veteran of the Port Authority, as CEO of the SCC.
Presumably, Mr. Spencer attempted to follow a well
thought out plan. Too bad though; spending has been
reckless by all accounts and reckless is one of the
kindest words used to describe the situation.

According to www.schoolconstructionnews.com in
April 2005 when asked where the $8.6 billion went, Mr.
Spencer said, “When the act was first proposed, they

were using a price of $125 per square foot. Subsequently,
that was raised to $138 a square foot, including soft costs.
Land acquisition, relocation and remediation were never
considered, so the $138 was the cost that was used to
develop preliminary estimates. Right now, I am building
what I believe to be very cost effective schools at an
average of about $200 to $210 per square foot, just for the
construction.”

What was once a plan to finance court-ordered con-
struction of improved public schools has, in the last few
months, become a fight for the last few dollars the SCC
has left. Many related to the program are being fired,
leaving or are under investigation.

Perhaps responding to the crisis, William Librera,
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation (DOE), is resigning in September. He is joining
Rutgers – in our opinion, hopefully not as an economics
professor. Commissioner Librera is another one of
Governor McGreevey’s appointees. He has held his
position since the beginning of that administration. It
has been a most tumultuous time for the DOE and this
is but one of the many legacies of the former governor
that New Jersey is trying to shed.

Over $800 million of the $6 billion Abbott money
went to architects and construction managers on a “no-
bid” basis. Some of the money was even spent to buy
land that cities already owned. The more one finds out
about the details, the sadder it becomes – only in New
Jersey.

The worst isn’t over, unfortunately. Billions have
been borrowed and are now placed on the taxpayers
account, as ordered by the courts; but this has been
blown, bungled and ‘burglared.’ If the courts are going
to take action again, be it not with the taxpayers – be it
with all those that put the publics’ money in their
pockets.

Uniform Parking Signs
Sought for WHS

Regarding the parking situation around
Westfield High School, (WHS) consider-
ation should be given to the type of uni-
form signs used by Cranford around their
high school. On an alternate side basis
they state, “No Parking Odd (or even)
Numbered Days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School
Days, Resident Permit Excluded.”

The ‘resident permit excluded’ allows
people to park in front of their own house.
All surrounding streets have the same
type of sign with no exceptions.

Westfield needs uniform parking
around WHS and to eliminate privileged
street exemptions with such a variety of
signs such as, “No Parking School Days,
2-Hour Parking, Monday to Friday and
No Parking 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. School Days.

These varying signs, which leave empty
streets next to streets with cars lined up on
both sides, do nothing but create an unfair
burden-sharing situation.

Please [Westfield Mayor and Council]
consider installing uniform signs around
WHS by September 1.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Excellent Diner Update,
Hello From Germany
Your diner [formerly the Excellent

Diner in Westfield] is now named Hoagies
Restaurant. The address is Robert-Bosch-
Strasse 4 in D-73431 Aalen [Germany].
Phone +49 – 7361 – 44777.

Unfortunately, they don’t have a
homepage [website]. Kind regards.

Patricia Krafzik
D-45889 Gelsenkirchen, Germany

www.american-diner.com
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