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quired 30 feet.
Several residents stated that, in their

opinion, the board should give more
weight to community sentiment than
the presumed hardship of the devel-
opers or owners. Second Street resi-
dent Sandra Shelton quoted case laws
that were decided in favor of the
community when the doctrine of con-
tiguous merger was not adhered to
within two years. Mr. Kraus objected
to a lay- person from the audience
interpreting case law and legally ad-
vising the board. Board Chairman
Gregory Cummings told Mrs. Shelton
and the applicant that the attorney for
the board would review the laws and
advise the board accordingly.

Other residents voiced their opinion
that the presumed hardship of the owner
was self-imposed and that the owners
should have researched the ordinances
before making a bad purchase.

The proposed 2400 square foot
house is small by today’s standards,
according to David Villane. With four
bedrooms and two and a half baths,
the designer sacrificed a double car
garage for a single to make it fit the
non-conforming, undersized lot. He
testified that if the house were de-
signed any smaller it would not sell.

James Watson of EKA Associates,
a professional planner and surveyor
for the project explained to the plan-
ning board that the only size house
that would fit on this size lot and not
require variances would be 20 feet
wide. Mr. Watson measured other
homes in the neighborhood and testi-
fied that more than 67% of the other
homes in this neighborhood were 35
feet or wider. He also measured
heights, lot coverage and setbacks
and stated that the proposal was con-
gruous with the majority of other
houses in the neighborhood in all
these other respects.

Mr. Cummings asked the residents
if they would be amenable to a 20-

foot wide house, which would not be
in character with the neighborhood,
but would conform to the current
zoning ordinances. Several residents
said they would prefer to see the land
not developed at all and wanted the
board to consider this option.

Mr. Kraus pointed out that if all of
the variances were denied, the Bor-
ough would have to condemn the
property as non-developable and pur-
chase the lot for fair market value.

Several residents testified that they have
had water-problems in their basements and
had concerns that the increase in impervious
coverage would worsen their water prob-
lems. Borough Engineer Richard Pryor tes-
tified that the downspouts would be directed
into trenches in order to comply with storm
water management for new development.

After testimony by Mr. Watson and
Richard Lapinski, a professional planner,
several residents emphatically implored
the board not to approve the application.

Regarding another proposed appli-
cation, for a parking lot behind homes
on Old South Avenue, Mr. Kraus told
The Times that as co-owner and devel-
oper, he has decided to redesign the
application, utilizing parking on South
Avenue, due to the amount of opposi-
tion to his initial proposal. Residents
of Old South Avenue expressed staunch
opposition during the first hearing of
this application. Old South Avenue
resident Bruce Walsh recused himself
from the planning board to voice his
objections to the application, as a resi-
dent, alleging that he would be detri-
mentally affected by a parking lot be-
hind his house. The revised develop-
ment proposal will be on the agenda
sometime in the fall, Mr. Kraus said.

The next meeting of the Planning
and Zoning Board will be on August
15 for a combined agenda and special
meeting. The next regular meeting of
the planning board will be on August
24. Both meetings will be held in the
Fanwood Court House at 7:30 p.m.

expects to present the board with a
rough draft on a proposal for parents
funding additional teams at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

A group of parents have formed an
association in an effort to form an ice
hockey team at the school.

Erratum
In the article on OPRA last week,

the correct website for Mr. Lehotsky
should have been http://
unioncountyreporter.org/.

We regret any inconvenience this
error may have created.
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The Scotch Plains Volunteer Firefighters Association
and the Scotch Plains PBA Local No. 87 would like to
thank the sponsors of this year’s Scotch Plains Charity
Cup, who raised over $18,000 for The McAuley School for
Exceptional Children:

Allstate, Brian’s Liquors, F&B Fine Catering, Inc.,
John’s Meat Market, Natalie Plumbing, Nunzio’s Pizza,
Pantagis Renaissance, Sideline Sports, BKC of Westfield:
Kitchen Design Gallery, John Daniel Deck, CPA, Center
for Hope Hospice, Crowning Achievement, Cuccurullo
Enterprises, Michael M. Dill, DMD, DiFrancesco Paving,
Greenskeeper, Schuster Kelly, Vitamin Express, Dominick
Verdic, Ace Towing, Connection Personnel, Dr. Mary’s
Transmission/Big Bear Auto, Family Investors, Fanwood
Bagels, Homestretch, Standard Pest Control, Pizza Broth-
ers, Nancy Malool: Attorney at Law, Aire Tech, Frank R.
Besson, DMD, Caffrey Tree, Complete Care, Craigco, Inc.,
Rossi Funeral Home, the Samel Family and Schiller &
Pittenger.

Signs and banners for the event were donated by Sign
Max.

A special thank you to the Outback Steakhouse for
donating catering for the event.

Thank You Sponsors!
for your support of the

Scotch Plains Charity Cup
‘The Bravest vs The Finest’
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Fanwood Planning Bd.
Postpones Second St.
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SPF BOE
Vacancy

Mr. Plante said his wife, Patricia,
“is so upset she doesn’t want to talk
anybody.”

Mr. Plante was attending a meet-
ing Monday night with Assembly-
woman Linda Stender and Mayor
Mahr when they were informed of
the stabbing.

“Everybody pulled out their cell
phones and started making calls,” he
said.

“He (Mr. Weiss) is a man of many
talents. He is just a great guy. What
a shock to the community it is,” said
Mr. Plante. He and his wife have
attended performances by Mr. Weiss,
who has his own band, Silk City. The
band plays a mix of blue grass, folk
and classical music, as well as Broad-
way show tunes. Mr. Weiss performs
vocals and plays the guitar.

Mr. Weiss performs at the annual
Fannywood Day street fair as well as
other borough events, said Mr.
Plante.

Mr. Plante serves on the Fanwood
Cultural Arts Committee with Mr.
Weiss.
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Attempted
Murder

Shared Services Commission
Only One Of Its Kind In NJ

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tomes

AREA — The Shared Services
Coordinating Council, which is com-
prised of Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, is very unique and pro-
gressive. It is the only Shared Ser-
vices Council in the state that con-
sists of two municipalities and a board
of education.

The Shared Services Council was
created five years ago after Scotch
Plains native and Councilman Frank
Rossi pointed out to Mayor Martin
Marks that there needed to be an
official mechanism between the board
of education and the two municipali-
ties.

According to Councilman Rossi,
prior to the creation of the Shared
Services Coordinating Council, there
was always a great working relation-
ship between the various departments,
but things became more formalized
when the policy making council mem-
bers and the board of education joined
forces.

Mr. Rossi explained that one of the
many benefits of the Shared Services
Council is that it truly keeps the dia-
logue fresh and continuous between
the two towns and the school repre-
sentatives, enabling the exchange of
perspectives and expertise.

“Ideas that you never thought of
might be brought to the table through
this constant communication,” Coun-
cilman Rossi said.

The Coordinating Council, which
consists of approximately two repre-
sentatives from each entity, meets
every six weeks. Subgroups are cre-
ated as issues arise and meet periodi-
cally.

The Union County Field of Dreams
grant project is one example of a
successful endeavor of shared ser-

vices. This project was funded by a
major grant from the county, which
supported a renovation of the field at
Park Middle School.

“Tax wise shared services are ex-
tremely important,” said Councilman
Rossi. “It gives us the ability to fund
things we normally couldn’t do alone
as one entity, and gives taxpayers
more bang for their buck.”

The Shared Services Council has
also received a grant to fund a feasi-
bility study about the parking sur-
rounding Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. The traffic jams and
crowded streets around the high
school and elementary schools Ever-
green and Brunner affect both Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents.

Once the study is completed, which
should be by the end of the summer,
the Shared Services Council will re-
view it and then meet probably in the
fall to discuss how the problem can be
rectified.

“We greatly appreciate that the
municipalities are willing to work
with us to solve this mutual problem.
Because of previous shared services
involvement, we’ve established a cli-
mate of understanding and coopera-
tion among the three entities,” said
Board of Education President Linda
Nelson.

The libraries of the two towns pro-
vide another example of the benefits
of shared services. Whether you’re a
Fanwood resident or a Scotch Plains
dweller, you may use your card at
either library, and a plan to make the
curriculum’s textbooks available at
both locations is in the works.

Mayor Mahr expressed her pride in
the fact that shared services is a win
for the taxpayers.

“By being an active part of shared
services, we’re doing our job,” she
said.

sewer system for Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Watchung, Green Brook and
South Plainfield, was created in 1995
and replaced the Plainfield Joint
Meeting (PJM). Mr. Jung explained
that in the late 1990s, $2,500 was set
as the maximum yearly stipend al-
lowed for the commissioners, and he
also pointed out that in 1998, the
commissioners’ salaries were in-
creased from $1,000 to $2,000.

“With this significant increase caus-
ing no friction in 1998, my first reac-
tion is why I am getting called to the
carpet?” Mr. Jung said.

According to PARSA Executive
Director Robert Villee, PARSA is not
obligated to obtain the consent of its
member municipalities, and noted in
a letter to Mayor Mahr that “one of
the reasons PARSA was formed was
to eliminate the inefficiencies that
plagued the PJM that were the inevi-
table byproduct of needing to obtain
multiple municipal consents prior to
taking action.”

Mayor Mahr said that she and coun-
cil members did not take issue with
the increase itself, but with the lack of
communication between the borough
and PARSA.

“It’s not the $500; it’s the fact that
we weren’t told about the raises. It is
my hope that protocol is set moving
forward, and I’d like to see a more
open and positive relationship be-
tween the commissioner and the coun-
cil,” she said.

Councilman Jack Molenaar ech-

oed the mayor’s sentiments by say-
ing, “I was surprised and upset that
(the increase) happened. This is not a
matter of numbers, but a matter of
principal. This is my role to question
these things as an elected official.”

Mr. Jung agreed to comply with the
wishes of the council in terms of
keeping the channels of communica-
tion between PARSA and the bor-
ough open.

“I have no problem doing a monthly
or quarterly report, whatever struc-
ture you desire,” he responded.

He added that he was very dis-
mayed at the accusations that arose
against him from the June meeting,
and felt it was unfortunate that he and
Mr. Villee were unable to present to
the council current PARSA progress
and happenings due to the time re-
straints of a filled agenda.

In other news, the borough council
is expected to vote on a resolution at
its Tuesday, August 9 meeting to ap-
ply for a Department of Environmen-
tal (DEP) grant to fund the placement
of a 1940s caboose near the Fanwood
Community Center.

The borough is considering accept-
ing a donation of a 1940s caboose to
be utilized as a railroad museum.

In its role as the borough’s redevel-
opment agency, the borough council
heard a proposal by Mr. and Mrs. Jeff
Ling on their plans to redevelop 234
South Avenue into a three-story,
20,000 square-foot mixed residential
and retail use.

Mrs. Ling and her husband came to
Fanwood approximately 15 years ago
to develop their business, Enchant-
ments, because they were attracted to
the borough’s small-town feel.

“Our roots have been planted here.
Our hearts are here,” Mrs. Ling said.

Council members said they were
impressed with the Ling’s plans and
felt that the design that their architect
created is congruent with the look the
borough is striving to maintain.

Though the Lings will have to ob-
tain final approval to from the
borough’s planning board, the coun-
cil, as a result of the Ling’s presenta-
tion, will draft a redevelopment reso-
lution that will be added to Tuesday’s
council meeting agenda.
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Fanwood Council
Discusses PARSA

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A CHARITY EVENT…Scotch Plains PBA president Brian Cheney and police-
man Lou Fugett present Sister Lee Ann Amico of the McAuley School for
Exceptional Children with a check for $18,000 at the Scotch Plains Bravest vs.
Finest softball game last Saturday. The record amount was raised through
sponsors and ticket receipts at the event.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY AFFAIR…The children quickly grab the air-filled toys for play at the
softball outing last Saturday at Brookside Park, where it was the Scotch Plains
Bravest vs the Finest.

Sewer Authority Dir. Writes
FW Over Questions Asked

Dear Mayor Mahr:
I am in receipt of the Borough’s

June 24, 2005 letter and the accompa-
nying Resolution 05-06-117 that ap-
pears to have been adopted on June
14, 2005. I must say, initially, that I
am rather disappointed that there was
no mention during our June 28, 205
phone conversation of the Borough’s
decision to formally censure PARSA
for a decision it made that was wholly
consistent with law and the limita-
tions imposed by the Authority’s con-
stituent municipalities. As you know,
the Authority works very hard to pro-
vide the best service – in all regards –
to its members and those it serves. To
that end, the Authority has asked me
to respond to the Borough’s resolu-
tion in order to briefly address several
of the issues raised.

Regarding the Borough’s request
that PARSA obtain consent prior to
taking certain actions, it warrants
pointing out that PARSA is a duly
organized sewage authority, created
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:14A-
1, et seq., commonly known as the
“Sewage Authorities Law.” As such,
PARSA is given broad powers over
its operations and administration that,
for better or worse, free the Authority
from needing to obtain the consent of
its member municipalities where it is
acting within its statutory authority.
Given the history that led to the for-
mation of PARSA, I believe those
broad powers have worked over the
years for the better of all served by the
Authority. In fact, one of the reasons
that PARSA was formed was to elimi-
nate the inefficiencies that plagued
the Plainfield Joint Meeting that were
the inevitable byproduct of needing
to obtain multiple municipal consents
prior to taking action.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, it
does warrant pointing out that any
future decision to increase the
Commissioner’s stipend will require
each of the Authority’s constituent
municipalities to amend their ordi-
nance creating the Authority. It is
within that ordinance that the param-
eters of Commissioner Compensa-
tion were established by Fanwood
and PARSA’s other member munici-
palities. Therefore, you may be as-
sured that no future action will be
taken to increase the stipend amount
without first obtaining formal mu-
nicipal consent. While I believe this
assurance addresses the primary thrust
of the Borough’s resolution, there are
a number of additional Borough con-
cerns touched upon that I believe I
must address.

When we spoke on June 28, we
discussed the Borough’s concerns
about the apparent lack of communi-
cation it has had with its Commis-
sioner on the Authority Board. As
you know, a municipality’s represen-
tation comes via its Commissioner,
who is appointed by the council for a
five-year term. That municipality’s
relationship with its commissioner
and how communications are handled
between them is something that each
town must establish. Therefore, it is
appropriate that Resolution 05-06-
117 attempts to establish the commu-
nications protocol of that relation-
ship.

Although PARSA can neither con-
trol nor direct the communications
between a municipality and its repre-
sentative, it has always independently
provided its member communities
with information via a monthly mailer
to the administrator, or clerk, and,
when asked, has provided informa-
tion to others designated by the town.

Furthermore, as the Executive Direc-
tor, I am always available and willing
to discuss any issue.

With regard to your request that
PARSA provide justification for its
decision to increase the stipend paid
to its Commissioners, I think you
only need to look at PARSA’s suc-
cess, and the role played by the board
in reaching that. In less than ten years,
PARSA has transformed itself from
an agency created as the product of a
settlement agreement that concluded
seven years of litigation. Upon its
creation it was saddled with its prede-
cessor agency’s legacy of odors, over-
flows and poor maintenance. From
that rather inauspicious and unprom-
ising start, PARSA has risen over the
course of its existence to an agency
that is recognized as an industry
leader. That turn-around happened
because the commissioners, in con-
junction with the staff and profes-
sionals, developed policies that tar-
geted I/I (Infiltration/Inflow) reduc-
tion, capital improvement, preven-
tive maintenance, staff education and
the use of technology to eliminate the
problems that previously caused
NJDEP imposed regulatory restric-
tions. PARSA’s latest capital project,
the Joint Meeting Interceptor (JMI)
Rehabilitation, utilized innovative
construction techniques to minimize
the disruption to businesses and resi-
dences along the 12,500 feet of pipe.
The savings obtained by avoiding
complete replacement were consid-
erable. In fact, a paper about this
project is selected for presentation at
this fall’s Water Environment Fed-
eration National Conference. Another
innovative policy is the I/I reduction
program for the municipalities, which
is PARSA funded and manned. This
is the program that led to the installa-
tion of the manhole inserts in Fanwood
that keeps several hundred thousand
gallons of rain water from entering
the sanitary sewer system during each
rain storm. And that program is only
one of the many programs that dem-
onstrate the Board’s determination to
foster close relationships with the
municipalities served by the Author-
ity.

The current project that the com-
missioners are focusing on is a study
of whether it is feasible for PARSA to
provide O&M services to its member
towns. We are now at a point in that
study where a presentation to each
municipality’s political body is ap-
propriate. Since I am currently sched-
uled to attend the Borough’s Agenda
Session on August 2, 2005, along
with Commissioner Jung, I would be
glad to give yourself and the council
a brief update on the project.

I believe that I have addressed the
concerns raised in the Borough’s reso-
lution; however, in the event you or a
member of the council may have ad-
ditional matters that you would like
to discuss, please feel free to call me
any time.
Very truly yours,

Robert A. Villée
Executive Director

Reading is Good For You!

goleader.com

Westfield Officials Assess
Tamaques Pond Problems

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky joined several residents and
various town officials at Tamaques
Park on July 28 to discuss  problems
with the park’s pond.

Director of Public Works and Town
Engineer, Ken Marsh, and Fourth
Ward Councilmen Jim Foerst and
Larry Goldman joined the mayor and
other  officials.

The meeting focused on issues with
the flow of water from the stream to the
pond. The two fountains that aided in the
movement of water had been clogged
due to algae, and  even after  the  dredg-
ing took place were not functional.

There is currently a bubbler and
aerator in the middle of the pond,
which was installed during the week
of May 2, but it is  not as aesthetically
pleasing or as productive as the foun-
tains. Residents wish to see another
fountain added to the pond.

Fountains are better for fish and turtles
that residents  hope can return to the pond.

“We want the two fountains back.
We want the pond to be the way it was
before the dredging, because the job
was  done poorly and the area was left
in shambles,” said Westfield resident

Lori Kraemer, referring to the dredging
that took place in the winter of 2003.

Residents hoped that replacing the
fence with shrubs or fencing in the play-
ground area would suffice. Councilman
Foerst explained that some kind of fenc-
ing or shrubbery would be necessary
because of an insurance requirement.

The Tamaques Park Association
wishes to beautify the pond by add-
ing new benches, re-mulching the
area and maintaining the weeds near
the playground. Also, lights designed
to light the pond at night for ice-
skating have been broken for 20 years.

The main problem facing the pond is
the lack of constant maintenance. Resi-
dents want a maintenance schedule so
the algae does not build up in the pond,
the weeds don’t become overgrown
and the water system doesn’t clog again.

The mayor said a playground  would
be included in the 2006 town budget.


