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SP-F BOE to Fill Vacancy;
Union Contract Talks Stalled

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Faced with
the task of filling a vacancy, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) last Thursday evening out-
lined the process that will ultimately
lead to a new board member being
chosen.

This new member, who must be a
resident of Scotch Plains, will re-
place former board member Lance
Porter, who had to resign due to job
relocation.

Board President Linda Nelson, who
clarified previous information re-
ported in last week’s Times, explained
that the entire process began August
1 and will last 65 days. Applications
are currently being received, and
people will be able to apply until
Monday, September 12.

On Thursday, September 15, the
board will conduct public interviews
with each of the applicants, begin-
ning at 8 p.m. Following the inter-
views, board members will recess
into executive session to discuss the
candidates and will return to vote in
public.

Ms. Nelson added that interviews
would be allotted a two-hour timeslot.
Should they require additional inter-
view time, interviews will be contin-
ued at the next board meeting.

The newly elected board member
will serve until April of 2006, when
board elections take place. At that
time, the member may run for re-
election; the winner of that race shall
serve the remainder of Mr. Porter’s
term, which is one year.

Any Scotch Plains resident wish-
ing to apply for the current vacancy
may pick up and submit an applica-
tion to the board secretary, Anthony
Del Sordi, or to Ms. Nelson, care of
Evergreen School. Applications must
be submitted by September 12.

In other board business, Thomas
Beese, Director of Special Educa-
tion, updated the board as to the sta-
tus of special education within the
district. Mr. Beese explained that a
full-scale review occurs every few
years, supervised by the State De-
partment of Education (DOE). The
district performs a self-assessment of
its programs and functions, which is

then submitted to the DOE for review
and revisions.

Following the assessment, on-site
monitoring by state workers takes
place. The state notes areas in need of
improvement and correction. After
all corrections are made, a district is
deemed compliant.

Mr. Beese stated that in the case of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the correc-
tions to special education had, “noth-
ing to do with students or programs”
or academics. Rather, he said, proce-
dures and roles needed to be re-ex-
amined and clarified. The idea of the
examination is to explain the many
facets of special education within the
district.

“This is what we did, this is how we
did it, and these are the people who
were there,” Mr. Beese explained, in
terms of what the state wanted to
know.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools
have been deemed compliant, said
Mr. Beese, but there are several con-
tinuing goals the district seeks to ad-
dress. The most important goal is to
explore and construct a “least restric-
tive environment” where children
with special education needs can ex-
cel in learning programs without any
sort of hindrances. To that extent, the
district has hired an additional 14
aides over the past three years to
assist in the learning process.

The standards for special educa-
tion were recently revised, and so Mr.
Beese noted that his team would now
have to review procedures again to
ensure compliance with the new stan-
dards. Still, he said, special education
within the district has been solid, as
times have changed.

“We’re changing a culture,” said
Mr. Beese about the programs. “We’ve
demonstrated it can work.”

Board member Don Parisi praised
Mr. Beese and his staff for all of their

hard work. Mr. Beese added his grati-
tude for his team, saying that, “The
teams have been phenomenal; they’re
always there working with me.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye commented, “(Mr.
Beese’s) focus is clearly helping each
and every child learn.”

In addition to the special education
report, the board also discussed the
district goals and objectives for the
upcoming school year. It was decided
that due to the nature of last year’s
objectives focusing on writing, those
same objectives would be renewed
for 2005-2006.

However, local resident Deborah
Asher commented that she did not
witness the renewed focus on writing
within the district. Ms. Asher ex-
plained that her children had not done
much writing in English or history
classes in high school, and that it
seemed the schools were not focus-
ing enough on development of one’s
writing.

“I see very little writing at the high
school,” she said. In her eyes, more
focus was put on multiple-choice tests,
in part so the teachers would not have
to read essays.

Dr. Choye responded that English
and history classes have utilized writ-
ing, and that the emphasis and focus
on improving writing will continue
this coming year.

Finally, in terms of contract nego-
tiations with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA), Ms. Nelson stated that, as
of July 12, “both sides jointly de-
clared an impasse” and that they were
seeking a mediator to work on a reso-
lution for a new contract. The SPFEA’s
contract expired June 30.

On another matter, Board Vice
President and Policy Committee
Chairman, Tom Russo, said he soon

Fanwood PB Postpones
Second St. House Vote

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – More than 20 resi-
dents crowded the Fanwood Court
House to attend last week’s meeting
of the Planning and Zoning Board of
Adjustments to voice their objections
to an application for a single-family
house on the corner of Second Street
and Belvidere Avenue. Brothers Don
and David Villane, from Westfield,
have filed an application requesting
several variances for a two-story,
Tudor-style house.

The board decided to postpone
voting on the application until their
attorney could clarify a legal issue
regarding the doctrine of contiguous
merger, which may apply to this par-
cel of land. The lot is 60 by 100 feet
in an R-75 zone, which requires a
minimum lot width of 75 feet. The
doctrine of contiguous merger, states
that any land that is non-conforming
to zoning ordinances should remain
merged with an adjoining parcel and
not sold as a separate parcel. This lot,
which was, at one time, owned by an

adjacent property owner, was sold as
a separate parcel to Katherine and
Robert Earley in 1994 after the zon-
ing was changed to an R-75 zone.

Attorney for the applicant, Robert
Kraus of Leib, Kraus, Grispin and
Roth of Scotch Plains purported that
since the borough neglected to re-
scind the sale within two years, the
sale of the lot as a non-conforming,
isolated parcel legally stands and now
meets the requirements of a hardship,
in need of variances to be reasonably
developed.

The residents told the Planning
Board that the house was too large for
the lot and would mar the character of
their neighborhood by its imposing
size. The house is approximately 35
feet wide and would require vari-
ances for less than adequate side yard
and front yard set backs and a bulk
variance for a non-conforming lot
size. The side yard set back is 15 feet
whereas the ordinance requires 20
feet and the front yard set back is 20
feet, which is 10 feet shy of the re-
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DNA Evidence Links Killer
To Murder of SPFHS Grad

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A Montana drifter, Ronald James
Ward, already serving a life sentence
for the murder of a homeless man, has
been linked, through DNA evidence,
to the rape and murder of Scotch
Plains resident Kristin Laurite in
August of 2000.

Ms. Laurite’s nude body was found
300 feet behind a rest stop along
Interstate 40 in Conway County, Ar-
k., near Little Rock. Ms. Laurite, 25,
was traveling cross-country by car to
a teaching job in California, when she
pulled off the highway to walk her
dogs. It was then when she was raped
and stabbed repeatedly.

Ward may soon merit the label of
serial killer if prosecutors collect
enough evidence to proceed with sev-
eral other pending murder charges
against him, Deputy Chief Sheriff
Michael Smith of Conway County
told The Times.

Ward was tried and convicted for
the murder of Craig Petrich, 43, who
was robbed, beaten and shot to death
in Montana on October 16, 2000.
Ward is also being looked at for sev-
eral other murders, including that of
Jackie Travis, 49, who was beaten to
death in her Merced, Calif. apartment
on December 7, 2000, and Shelia
Polly, 32, who was found dead on

December 30, 2000 in nearby
Modesto.

Although the DNA evidence en-
tered into a computer database linked
the murder of Ms. Travis with DNA
from Ms. Laurite’s case in 2001, nei-
ther case could be matched with a
suspect. The database evidence link-
ing Ward was not discovered until
this year, when evidence from Ms.
Polly’s case was entered into the
CODIS database system, Chief Smith
explained.

Ms. Laurite’s mother, Lynn
Dibenedetto of Scotch Plains, could
not be reached for comment. How-
ever, she published the following
statement on the website,
www.kristinlaurite.org, dedicated to
finding her daughter’s killer.

“My family and I are relieved and
comforted that a suspect has been
apprehended and incarcerated. We
are grateful to know that this sus-
pected predator can no longer take
another life. Although this is the day
we have long awaited, it opens the
deep wounds with renewed inten-
sity.”

Along with thanking the many
detectives and police who helped to
find her daughter’s killer, Mrs.
Dibenedetto also said, “I want to
give my genuine thanks to the media
who have kept my daughter’s story

alive.”
Due to the new DNA evidence link-

ing Ward with Ms. Laurite’s murder,
the Conway County Sheriff’s De-
partment has re-opened the case and
is gathering more evidence and re-
interviewing possible witnesses to
present to the prosecutor’s office,
Chief Smith said. They expect to sub-
mit that evidence to the prosecutor’s
office sometime in the next three
weeks, he added. If there is enough
evidence for a conviction, the pros-
ecutors will submit the evidence to a
Grand Jury for a capital murder
charge.

Mrs. Dibenedetto tried unsuccess-
fully to sue Arkansas Highway Patrol
for not providing adequate police se-
curity at the rest stop where her daugh-
ter was killed. In 1997, another per-
son was murdered at the rest stop and
the Arkansas Highway Transporta-
tion Department has now closed the
area, Chief Smith stated.

This month will mark the five-
year anniversary of Ms. Laurite’s
death. Ms. Laurite graduated from
Scotch Plains- Fanwood High School
in 1993. Her story has been featured
on “Inside Edition,” “America’s Most
Wanted” and the Montel Williams
Show.

An Associated Press Report article
on the case stated that in court docu-
ments, Ward admitted to frequent use
of heroin, methamphetamines, mari-
juana and alcohol. Ward also told the
court that his mother, who was a
prostitute, abandoned him at an early
age to live in foster care.

CODIS stands for Combined DNA
Index System. More information on
the database can be found at
w w w. f b i . g o v / h q / l a b / c o d i s /
index1.htm.
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FW Library Director Stabbed;
Ex-Wife Held In County Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Library Di-
rector Dan Weiss, 53, of Jersey City,
was recovering this week from a stab
wound to the neck inflicted by his ex-
wife, Rosemary Dunlap, 54, of
Westfield, Monday evening as he left

work, police said.
Police said Mr. Weiss, who has

headed the library for six years, was
to have been married to his fiancée
this Saturday, August 6.

Dunlap was arrested not far from
her home in Westfield following a
countywide radio broadcast alert,
police said.

She is a sales associate with a realty
firm in Westfield.

The Fanwood library is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Westfield police detained Dunlap
until Fanwood police officers arrived
and made the arrest, Westfield Police
Sergeant Scott Rodger told The Times.

Dunlap was arrested and charged
with attempted murder and posses-

sion of a knife with intent to
use it unlawfully, police
said.

Fanwood Police Opera-
tions Commander Lieuten-
ant Richard Trigo said Ser-
geant Howard Jarvis and
Detective Eugene Chin are
conducting the follow up
investigation.

Lieutenant Trigo said
police at the scene recov-
ered the knife they believed
was used in the attack.

Mr. Weiss was in guarded
condition at the University
of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey in Newark at
press time, said Union
County Prosecutor

Theodore Romankow.
On Tuesday, State Superior Court

Judge Scott J. Moynihan in Union
County ordered that Dunlap, a resi-
dent of Harding Street in Westfield,
be held in the Union County jail in
Elizabeth in lieu of $150,000 bail,
police said.

Dunlap was expected to appear later
this week before State Superior Court
Judge Joan Robinson Gross, accord-

ing to Prosecutor’s Office Investiga-
tion Supervisor David Hancock.

Police said they found Mr. Weiss in
his office following the stabbing out-
side the library at around 5 p.m.

“Our patrol officers responding
found the victim sitting in his office
with a large neck wound,” said Police
Chief Donald Domanoski.

Chief Domanoski said detectives
learned Dunlap was sitting in Weiss’
car in the back seat wearing gloves on
her hands, apparently waiting for her
ex-husband.

Mayor Colleen Mahr told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times the
stabbing was “just a complete and
utter shock to everyone.”

“Everyone is so saddened and shell
shocked that something that could
occur” in such a small “tight, knit
community” like Fanwood, she said.

Mayor Mahr credited the borough
rescue squad’s quick response and its
decision to transport Mr. Weiss to
UMDNJ with saving his life.

“This was a horribly shocking and
senseless act of violence against a
wonderful, dedicated borough em-
ployee,” she said. “All of us are send-
ing our best wishes to him, his fiancée
and his family along with our prayers
for a full and speedy recovery.”

Tom Plante, a friend of Mr. Weiss,
told The Times he understood the
library director “is doing better” and
that the hospital has allowed him to
see visitors.

Dan Weiss
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Jung Defends PARSA
Commissioners Hikes

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Former Fanwood
mayor Louis Jung addressed the bor-
ough council Tuesday night regard-
ing his vote in favor of increasing the
yearly stipend of Plainfield Area Re-
gional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
commissioners from $2,000 to
$2,500.

“My rationale for voting yes was
based on PARSA’s overall improved
performance and cost efficient op-
eration over the past ten years, and I
felt that the six commissioners who
worked on this from the beginning
deserved an increase to the previ-
ously approved maximum,” said Mr.
Jung, Fanwood’s representative on
PARSA.

Mr. Jung was speaking out in refer-
ence to a June council meeting, when,
after reading the PARSA meeting

minutes which indicated the raises
were approved, Mayor Colleen Mahr
and some council members expressed
their frustration that the council was
not notified of the raises by Mr. Jung.

As a result, a resolution was writ-
ten that mentioned Mr. Jung’s name
in several places. Councilman Stuart
Kline firmly took issue with the tone
of the resolution, indicating it was an
attack on Mr. Jung, and articulated
his respect for the former mayor,
pointing out Mr. Jung’s years of dedi-
cated service to the borough.

Ultimately, Council President
Katherine Mitchell, who also ex-
pressed her respect for Mr. Jung’s
character and work, moved to re-
move Mr. Jung’s name from the ma-
jority of the resolution, and this mo-
tion was passed.

PARSA, which provides a sanitary
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HONORED FOR HIS SERVICE…Scotch Plains Councilwoman Nancy Malool, right, presents retired policeman William
Irvando with a plaque recognizing his 26 years on the force at July 30’s Bravest vs. Finest softball game held at Brookside
Park, as Mr. Irvando’s wife, left, looks on.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRECISION TEAMWORK…The Rahway High School Marine Corp Drill
Team entertains the crowd with spectacular precision last Saturday at Brookside
Park before the charity softball game, Bravest vs Finest.


