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Democrats Kickoff Campaign
For Mayor, Town Council Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Democratic Committee officially
kicked off their quest for the mayor’s
office and four town council seats
during an informal gathering Sunday
afternoon.

The event, which attracted a few
dozen supporters, was held at the
home of Councilman Larry Goldman,
who has represented the fourth ward
for 10 years. Councilman Goldman is
not seeking reelection.

The Democratic ticket this fall is
headed by former two-term mayor
and 2005 mayoral candidate Tom
Jardim. The ticket also includes
Audrey Fisch, first ward; Frank
Fusaro, second ward; Dave Haas, third
ward; and Tom Bigosinski, fourth
ward.

“When Tom became mayor you
will recall, the downtown vacancy
rate was around 20 percent. When he
left mayor, it was around one per-
cent,” said Westfield Democratic
Committee Chairman Ken Rotter.

Mr. Rotter noted that Mayor Jardim
started the Raritan Valley Line Coali-
tion in an effort to spearhead direct
service from Westfield to Penn Sta-
tion in New York.

Although that goal has not been
reached, as a second tunnel would be
needed, Mr. Jardim was able to get NJ
Transit to add direct train service
from Westfield to Newark Penn Sta-
tion during the morning rush hour, as
well as from Newark to Westfield in
the evening.

“So Tom has been an effective
leader for this town in the past and I
believe he is going to be an effective
leader for this town in the future,”
said Mr. Rotter.

Mr. Jardim said his campaign would
focus on, “getting back to the basics.”

He said the biggest reason he is
running again is because holding pub-
lic office, “is not just about doing a lot
of talking.”

“We spent about four or five years
talking about a parking deck and we
spent about a million bucks and we
are left with nothing except a million
dollars out of our pockets for the
taxes spent on it,” he said.

“I don’t think that is a good record
of accomplishment,” said Mr. Jardim.

“There was a lot of talk but little
action; very little was done (since he
was last mayor),” he said.

Mr. Jardim said other than work on
Houlihan and other fields and pre-
liminary studies to build a parking
deck, nothing has been done for the
past few years in town.

“A lot more could have been ac-

complished in the last four or five
years,” Mr. Jardim said.

Of the 2,000 to 3,000 homes Mr.
Jardim has canvassed thus far, resi-
dents have told him, “they do not
mind paying taxes they just want to
get something for their money.”

“The truth is that mayors and coun-
cils in this town have for years kept
taxes pretty stable, about the rate of
inflation, two cents, three cents. And
the fact is that in the last several years
there have been some spikes, ten cents
one year and six cents another year.
And I don’t know if we saw the value

of those spikes,” said Mr. Jardim.
He said his goal if elected would

not be to cut taxes, but to stabilize
municipal property taxes by focusing
“on things that would keep the budget
in check and not growing wildly.”

While praising the police and fire
departments, Mr. Jardim said a lot
more work needs to be done with the
Department of Public Works before
they are a productive department. He
said weeds are growing out of the
bushes in the South Avenue train sta-
tion lot and work must be done at

Bd. Discusses Proposed Changes to Land Use
 Ordinance As Recommended By Town Council

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Before the monthly
Planning Board meeting held Mon-
day evening, members discussed pro-
posed amendments to Westfield’s
Land Use Ordinance concerning
maximum height and corner lots.
Councilman James Foerst, who serves
on the Planning Board, had been
working with the Town Council on
revising the two portions of the Ordi-
nance.

According to the proposed revised
ordinance, the maximum building
height of principal buildings in single
family and two-family residential
zone districts shall not exceed be-
tween 32-35 feet, depending on the
depth of the shallowest side yard. For
example, according to the proposed
ordinance, on lots where the depth of
the most shallow side yard measures
20 feet or greater, the maximum build-
ing heights shall equal 35 feet.

The proposal also looks to revise
the definition of lot depth and lot
width, while updating the require-
ments for corner lots in the one and
two-family residential zone districts.
According to the proposal, lot depth
shall be defined as the shortest
straight-line distance between the
front line and the rear lot line. Lot
width shall be re-defined as the short-
est straight-line distance between the
side lot lines measured, so that the
portion of the line that is closest to the
lot line equals the minimum required
front yard setback. The numbers vary
depending on the zone.

During the discussion, Councilman
Foerst stated that he felt there were
situations where houses were being
built that he thought were too big and
overpowering for the neighborhood,
but could not deny a developer be-
cause it was within the Land Use
Ordinance. He stated that sometimes
the Planning Board’s “hands are tied
by the municipal land use law.” He
further noted that he could not defini-
tively state what many people refer to
as a ‘Mc-Mansion,’ saying, “I don’t
know how to define it, but I know it
when I see it.”

Mr. Foerst also said, “Builders have
to have integrity; most do but there
are some who abuse the system.” He
further noted that since 2001, there
have been 150 ‘knock-downs’ in
Westfield, which he stated equals
1.5% of houses within the town. He
said, “These applications are con-
forming so maybe this shows that the
ordinances need to change. It seems
as if builders are finding loopholes.”

Planning Board member Mr. Rob-
ert Newell stated that sometimes the
development of a house is not so clear

Westfield Officials Assess
Tamaques Pond Problems

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky joined several residents and
various town officials at a meeting in
Tamaques Park on Thursday, July 28
to discuss the problems with the park’s
pond.

Director of Public Works and Town
Engineer, Ken Marsh, and Fourth
Ward Councilman Jim Foerst joined
Mayor Skibitsky. The three men an-
swered many questions raised by con-
cerned Westfield residents.

Trustee of the Tamaques Park As-
sociation Ignacio Rivera was also on
hand to discuss the concerns that his
group had and Councilman Larry
Goldman, Eric Leuthold, a Fourth
Ward candidate for Town Council,
and Jonathan Jones from the Westfield
Recreation Commission joined the
group as well.

The group toured the pond, visiting
various problem areas around the pe-
rimeter. Mayor Skibitsky noted the
concerns raised by the people in at-
tendance at each site, and compiled a
list of tentative improvements that he
said will be printed as a letter to the
editor in The Westfield Leader.

The meeting mainly focused on
issues with the flow of water from the
stream to the pond. The two fountains
that aided in the movement of water
had been clogged due to algae, and
even after the dredging took place
they were not functional.

There is currently a bubbler and
aerator in the middle of the pond,

which was installed during the week
of May 2, but it is not as aesthetically
pleasing or as productive as the foun-
tains. Residents wish to see another
fountain added to the pond Mayor
Skibitsky and Mr. Marsh both said
this problem would be addressed.

These fountains would also be bet-
ter for the fish and turtles that resi-
dents hope can return to the pond
once the renovations are complete.

“We want the two fountains back.
We want the pond to be the way it was
before the dredging, because the job
was done poorly and the area was left
in shambles,” said Westfield resident
Lori Kraemer, referring to the dredg-
ing that took place in the winter of
2003.

In addition to the water situation,
Mr. Rivera mentioned several other
concerns. There are no garbage cans
in the pond area and he wishes to have
one installed. The new fencing around
the pond is also not practical, as chil-
dren might try to climb on it.

Residents hope that replacing the
fence with shrubs or fencing in the
playground area would suffice. Coun-
cilman Foerst explained that some
kind of fencing or shrubbery would
be necessary because of an insurance
requirement.

Mr. Rivera and the Tamaques Park
Association wish to beautify the pond
by adding new benches, re-mulching
the area and maintaining the weeds
near the playground. He said that
earlier this year the area was “ram-

cut as to restrict by numbers, but that
it has to be equal to the housing on
both sides of the building. He also
noted that it was important to see how
a house “relates to the ground and the
sky.”

Planning Board member, Matt
Nilsen, said, “The beauty and charm
of Westfield is the diversity in hous-
ing. I have seen other towns where
there are many houses on a street that

are exactly the same.”
Westfield Architect Barbara

Vincentsen encouraged Planning
Board members to look at the neigh-
borhood and scale of individual ap-
plications. She also noted that some-
times the legal front yard and the
practical front yard of a given home
are not the same. She added that some-
times a side-yard becomes a back-
yard.

Westfield Architect David Bailey
told members that he felt, “some of
our older homes in Westfield built
100 years ago might be considered by
today’s standards as Mc-Mansions.”
He encouraged members to be care-
ful with revision wording.

Planning Board Chairman, Jay
Boyle, told audience members that
often sometimes it is hard to know if

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FLOW OF IDEA’S…Westfield’s Mayor Andy Skibitisky, Councilman Larry
Goldman and Councilman Jim Foerst listened intently to the residents’ com-
plaints and suggestions about Tamaques pond.

Taxes Due Aug. 19
WESTFIELD — The Office of

the Westfield Tax Collector reminds
residents that the last day to pay
taxes without penalty is Friday, Au-
gust 19.

Tax payments received after that
date will be charged interest revert-
ing back to August 1.

Please note that East Broad Street
(from Elmer Street to Springfield
Avenue) will be closed through this
Friday, August 5, due to the paving of
East Broad Street by Union County.

For any questions regarding taxes,
please call (908) 789-4051 or e-mail
taxcollector@westfieldnj.net
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN KICKOFF…Mayoral candidate Tom Jardim, center, listens to
Westfield Democratic Committee Chairman Ken Rotter address supporters
during Sunday’s kickoff of the party’s campaigns for mayor and town council. At
left are Mr. Jardim’s wife, Karen, and their daughter.

Downtown Parking Stations
To Emphasize Convenience

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday
night’s Town Council meeting, Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
detailed Westfield’s plans to over-
haul downtown parking.

New pay stations are complete in
most lots. By September, shoppers
and diners will be able to “have din-
ner and park at the north side train
station lot and go to Starbucks after
dinner and use a pay station behind
the Rialto,” Mr. Ciarrocca said.

The councilman noted that the new
layout and plan presented a “signifi-
cant improvement and convenience.”
He maintained that by the end of
September, visitors to Westfield will
be offered a new feature on the meters.
On the side of the meters is a button
that will allow 10 minutes for free
parking. Long-term parking for em-
ployees will accept nine hours, and
workers “won’t have to go during the
course of the day (to pay the meters).
It will be convenient and encourage
workers to use the spots.”

Councilman Ciarrocca noted that
repaving, milling and lighting will
cause the temporary shutdown of the
South Avenue train station lot, dis-
placing commuters. Repaving is to
be complete by the end of this month,
and notices were sent out to space
holders and those who use daily
passes. Drivers will be redistributed
to the Watterson Street and Central
Avenue lots.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse spoke about improving as-
sets in town through user fees “paid
in conjunction with athletic leagues.”
Councilman Echausse, along with the

Finance Policy Committee, is spear-
heading a user fee system that di-
rectly impacts the athletic programs’
fees and charges. All Westfield-based
youth athletic programs will be sub-
jected to the new fees. It will cost $10
per child, per season, per sport, with
fees collected from each private sports
league that uses a field administered
by the recreation department (not in-
cluding Board of Education fields).
Non-Westfield based and adult ath-
letic programs also will be affected.
A fee of $30 per game, per three-hour
period, will be charged to adult
leagues and or teams. “We’ll be able
to offset tax liabilities and future
projects for athletic leagues,” Coun-
cilman Echausse said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said the Code Review and Town
Property Committee conducted the
first phase of over development regu-
lation changes, focusing on amend-
ing the corner lot and height ordi-
nances, both of which were sent to
the planning board for public com-
ment. “The planning board has been
good about suggestions,” Council-
man Foerst said, noting that archi-
tects and developers looked at the
proposals, and the process is taking
“very good steps.”  Councilman Foerst
said he is “confident that we can
move forward to partially control the
over development by putting these
ordinances into place.”

During Tuesday’s public meeting,
Martin Gitter of Knollwood Terrace
alerted the council to, and protested,
the “virtual clear cutting of more than
a dozen mature trees this past week at
717 Hyslip Avenue,” an adjacent prop-
erty, “where a new single-family resi-

dence is under construction.” He
charged that this was a violation of the
town’s General Ordinance 1806. After
Councilman Foerst offered apologies
and promised to “fix the loopholes in
the tree preservation (ordinance),”  and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea prom-
ised to meet with Town Engineer Ken
Marsh, Mr. Gitter added that the ordi-
nance should protect homeowners, but
also adjacent homeowners. “If clear
cutting trees is allowed, it’s a rape of
the area,” he remarked.

After Mark Elsasser, Executive
Director of the Westfield Area “Y,”
complimented the council for address-
ing traffic safety on Clark Street
through lit crosswalks that “make it a
safer area for all pedestrians,” John
Blake addressed the governing body.
Mr. Blake said that, in his opinion,
the council had acted prematurely,
and he derided what he considered to

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
START YOUR ENGINES... James Ward (left) and Dave Martone (right),
chairman of the Downtown Westfield Corporation, lead the Downtown Westfield
5 K Run and Pizza Extravaganza in Mr. Ward’s red Ferrari ‘pace car.’

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader
RUN FOR IT.... Over 1,300 participants took part in the annual Downtown 5K Run last Wednesday, July 27.  Gene Mitchell
of Franklin Lakes took first place with a time of 15:26.


