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Brooks Crandall for The Times
ROCKIN’ THE 80s…The annual Coles Elementary School Variety Show was
held on Friday and Saturday at Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains. “WJAC
Rocks the 80’s” featured more than 250 talented performers from Coles School.
The event was a fundraiser for the Coles Parent Teacher Association.

Photo Courtesy of Greg Ryan
MARCHING ON…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School sent 300 members of its Marching Band, Jazz Ensemble and
Chorus to The Disney Magic Music Days. The Marching Band led in the Spectro Magic Parade at The Magic Kingdon on
April 17, the Chorus sang at Epcot on April 15, while the Jazz Ensemble performed a stage show at a cafe on April 17.

Construction of Communications
Tower Expected to Begin By June

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
officials expect construction of the
new communications tower at the
south side firehouse to begin in early
June and be completed within two
months.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the Township Council at its con-
ference meeting on Tuesday evening
that an additional $6,250 will need to
be appropriated to pay for security
fencing around the perimeter of the
tower during the construction phase.
It is expected the council will ap-
prove this expenditure at its meeting
next week.

Earlier this year, the council
awarded a $484,900 contract to
Procomm Systems Inc. to construct
the new tower, which will replace one
that is more than 40 years old and

allow for improved radio and cell
phone communications among fire
department and rescue squad mem-
bers. Three bids were also awarded
for the leasing of cellular telephone
communications space on the new
communications tower.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
the permit application process for the
June bulky waste pick-up is going
well. He reported that the Depart-
ment of Public Property, which is
handling the issuance of permits, is
fielding many questions from resi-
dents about the process, but that over-
all, the process has been “smooth.”

Councilman Frank Rossi asked
what would happen if a resident, for
some reason, forgot to secure a per-
mit and missed the scheduled pick-
up.

Mr. Atkins, noting that this will be
the first year of the new pick-up pro-
cedure, said township officials will
likely give such residents a few days
to secure a permit and then their waste
will be picked up.

“We want to work with people the
first year,” he said. “We’re trying to
be flexible.”

A letter explaining the new system

was sent out several weeks ago to all
township residents, and Mr. Atkins
said that the quarterly township news-
letter will be mailed soon and will
include a permit application.

Mr. Atkins said that an emergency
$25,000 expenditure would be neces-
sary to replace a comminutor, which
is a grinder, at the Lamberts Mill
Road pumping station. The existing
apparatus has experienced operational
problems recently, and Mr. Atkins
said the council will need to pass a
resolution next week declaring an
emergency regarding the comminutor,
which will allow the township to by-
pass the usual bidding procedures
and, instead, award the contract
quickly.

The township will receive two grants
from the state Sharing Available Re-
sources Efficiently (SHARE) program
to pursue further shared services pos-
sibilities with Fanwood and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
A $20,000 grant will fund a parking
and traffic feasibility study, while a
$15,000 grant will be used to deter-
mine the feasibility of shared public
works between the three entities.

Voters Pass School Tax Levy;
Elect Newcomers to BOE

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – By seem-
ingly the slimmest margin in four
years, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school budget got the green light
Tuesday, while two newcomers cap-
tured open Scotch Plains seats on
the district school board.

The final numbers were very close
on the budget vote, according to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education President Linda Nelson,
with 1,793 tallies in favor of the
school tax levy, and 1,661 votes
opposed to it.

Although absentee votes must be
counted, Don Parisi and Warren
McFall won the two Scotch Plains
vacancies on the school board, re-
ceiving 1,575 and 1,124 votes, re-
spectively. Incumbent Trip

Whitehouse failed to win a second,
three-year term, garnering 1,104
votes.

Sasha Slocum was unopposed in
her pursuit of the open Fanwood
seat. She was voted in with 676
votes.

As a result of yesterday’s vote
favoring the $58,662,794 school tax
levy, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
residents’ property taxes will in-
crease. Exactly 78.1 percent of the
levy will raise Scotch Plains taxes,
with the remaining 21.89 percent
affecting Fanwood. This will add
up to approximately $300 annually
for Scotch Plains homeowners, and
almost $400 per year for Fanwood
residents.

Mrs. Nelson told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that com-
munity support of the school bud-

get will actually be beneficial to
residents in the long run because it
will help maintain the quality of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school sys-
tem, which will keep property val-
ues high.

She explained that even if resi-
dents had voted no to the levy, a tax
boost would still occur due to an
increase in fixed costs.

“If the budget goes down due to
defeat, you’re still paying high
taxes, but you are also dismantling
the school system, which will have
an impact on our high property val-
ues right now. But fortunately, that
didn’t happen,” she commented.

Mr. Parisi spoke highly of his
opponents, and expressed his dis-
appointment that there were only
two seats open on the board. He
appreciated voters’ support, he
said.

“I want to maintain community
support by working tirelessly on
the budget process,” he stated.

The passage of the budget was
more critical than the school board
election, according to Mr. McFall.

He told The Times that he looks
forward to serving on the board and
wants to increase the channels of
communication between the school
board and the community.

Mr. Whitehouse said he had hoped
more residents would have turned
out for Candidates’ Night to famil-
iarize themselves with the election
before casting their votes.

Ms. Slocum said she was thrilled
that the school tax levy was passed,
but expressed her concern with the
close numbers, saying she hopes
that in the future more people will
support school budget issues.

“Hopefully, we can prove to the
public how important it is and the
next time the race will not be so
close,” Ms. Slocum said.

Planning Board Holds Old South Ave., First Downtown
Redevelopment Hearings; New Storm Water Plan Drafted

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjustments
discussed several upcoming hearings
at its Monday night agenda meeting.
Each of the four applications that will
be presented at the next regular meeting
has been assigned a time slot in order to
keep to the full schedule.

The continuation of an application
for a sideyard variance for a bath-
room addition on Montrose Avenue
will be heard from 7:30 to 8 p.m.

The continuation of an application
filed by Richard Trigo to build a Cape
Cod dwelling requiring several vari-
ances on Elm Street will be presented
from 8 to 8:30 p.m.

The third hearing will be the con-
tinuation of the application filed by
Scotch Plains attorney Robert Kraus
on behalf of Fanwood Plaza Partners,
of which he is part owner. The appli-
cation, which will be heard from 8:30
to 9:45 p.m., proposes to turn a
wooded lot abutting several residen-
tial properties on Old South Avenue
into a parking lot.

A new application filed by devel-
oper Michael Marcovecchio, for a site
plan at 221 South Avenue, is sched-
uled for the 9:45 to 10:30 p.m. time
slot. This application is the first to be
filed with the borough as a part of the
Downtown Redevelopment Plan.

A concept hearing for a proposed
development at Staggard Place was
not properly filed and, was removed
from the agenda. Several neighbor-
ing residents, who attended the meet-
ing, asked the board to inform them if

this application is rescheduled.
The board discussed its concerns

that the lots on Staggard Place are in

a light industrial zone, surrounded by
residential properties. As such, a de-
veloper could come in with a pro-

posal to build any number of indus-
trial or commercial buildings without
any recourse for the board to deny the

application.
The board discussed the possibil-

ity of rezoning these two lots to pre-
vent an incongruous application from
ruining the integrity of the neighbor-
hood.

Board member Daniel Zucker, who
is on the zoning subcommittee, re-
ported that the board could change
the zoning even after an application is
in progress. However, to avoid pos-
sible legal problems or the appear-
ance of impropriety, he suggested the
board should act on changing the
zoning as soon as possible, before an
application is underway.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
reported that a revised storm water
management plan has been drafted. He

Borough Resident, 19, Is Charged
With Shooting Cat With Pellet Gun

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — A cat was alleg-
edly shot three times, once in the eye
and twice in the stomach area, in a
Fanwood backyard on Thursday
evening, police said.

According to Police Lieu-
tenant Richard Trigo, the
Fanwood Police Department
received a call from 19-year-
old Fanwood resident Joseph
Pearson.

He reportedly requested the
telephone number and infor-
mation for the local American
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA),
stating that a cat in his yard had
been shot with a pellet gun.

Fanwood police were dis-
patched to the scene to conduct
an investigation. After ques-
tioning, Mr. Pearson revealed that he
had shot the cat himself.

“Evidently, the family has cats and
left a window open for them to enter
and exit the house. When this stray
cat came into the house, Mr. Pearson
went to remove it, and the cat
scratched him,” Lieutenant Trigo re-

ported. “He then took the cat out into
the yard and shot it three times with a
.117 caliber pellet gun.”

Mr. Pearson was subsequently ar-
rested and charged with unlawful
possession of a weapon. He was also

taken to the hospital to be treated for
scratch marks. Bail was set at $75,000,
and he was remanded to the Union
County jail.

Fanwood police contacted the As-
sociated Humane Societies of New-
ark, which brought the cat directly to
the emergency veterinary clinic in

                         Photo Courtesy of Associated Humane Societies

West Caldwell, where its wounds were
cleaned.

According to Roseann Trezza, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Associated
Humane Societies, the cat was
promptly sent to Dr. Tony Tavormina
of V.I.P. Animal Hospital in Elizabeth
the next morning.

Dr. Tavormina reportedly believed
the cat was too stressed by the inci-
dent and too overweight to chance
immediate anesthesia or surgery.

Ms. Trezza stated that the cat still
had bullets lodged in its eye and stom-
ach, and that Dr. Tavormina recom-
mended the cat have them removed
by a specialist.

At press time, the cat had been
stabilized on fluids and was being
transported to specialist Dr. Thomas
Scavelli at Garden State Veterinary
Specialists in Tinton Falls.

“This cat went through a lot of
misery and pain. There was no reason
for this,” Ms. Trezza remarked.
“Sadly, we see this stuff every day.
We see horrors every day.”

So far no one has come forward to
claim the neutered male cat, which
was described as a heavy, gray and
black tiger cat with no other distin-
guishing marks.

SURVIVOR...The cat, pictured above, was
allegedly shot three times by a 19-year-old
Fanwood resident.
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SPRING FLING FUN…Fanwood resident Joanna Marsh, far left, strolls through downtown Westfield in search of some
fun activities featured during the annual Spring Fling last Sunday.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times

Unofficial Area School Voting Results - April 19, 2005
Westfield WF Scotch Plains-Fanwood FW SP SP-F Mountainside MS Garwood GW
Alice Hunnicut * (3yr) 1,605 Sasha Slocum (FW) * (3yr) 676 John Perrin * (3yr) 435 Gary Maher * (3yr) 246
Ann Ormsby Cary * (3yr) 1,435 Don Parisi (SP) * (3yr) 1,575 Scot Worswick (WI) * (3yr) 318 Debbie Courtney * (2yr) 241
Gary McCready * (3yr) 1,375 Warren McFall (SP) * (3yr) 1,124 Linda Esemplare (WI) 119 Monty Brown * (3yr) 241
William Ziff 1,368 Trip Whitehouse (SP) 1,104 Tracey Schadewald * (2yr) 235
Steven Dorry 1,039 Christine Guerriero (WI) * (3yr) 140

Budget-Yes 1,463 Budget-Yes * 484 1,309 1,793 Budget-Yes * 426 Budget-Yes * 230
Budget-No * 1,528 Budget-No 480 1,181 1,661 Budget-No 249 Budget-No 123

Voters 2,991 Voters 964 2,490 3,454 Voters 675 Voters 353
Registered Voters 20,441 Registered Voters 5,013 15,361 20,374 Registered Voters 4,808 Registered Voters 2,440
Turnout 14.6% Turnout 19.2% 16.2% 17.0% Turnout 14.0% Turnout 14.5%
BOE Notes: WF elected 3 members; FW elected 1 member; SP elected 2 members; MS elected 2 members; GW elected 5 members; (WI) = write-in


