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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCIBEK WHACKS 3-RUN HR, GATES GOES 3-FOR-3

Raiders’ Bats Awaken to Jolt
Linden Baseball Boys, 18-8

In a Short Time, Koury
Left his Mark at WHS

The news of the recent passing of
Norm Koury brought back a flood of
memories. It’s true when they say it’s
easier to remember things that hap-
pened when you were a teenager than
things that happened yesterday.

Koury was a baseball and football
coach at WHS, and later Morristown
and finally at his alma mater, Cranford.
He came to Westfield the same time I
entered the high school. But our paths
never really crossed. Still, I became a
huge fan of his, and his coaching style.

“Nemo” was a no-nonsense kind of
coach. He believed in fundamentals,
no hot-dogging, and fundamentals.
Today he’d be called “old school” but
to me, anybody who is called “old
school” is just somebody who be-
lieves in discipline, fundamentals and
doing things the right way.

While there are many things that
jump out at me when I think of Koury,
five stand out above the rest:

1. The 1963 baseball season: Koury
was undefeated in two years as the
junior varsity coach before getting the
call to replace John Lay as the varsity
coach in 1963. The ’63 team had maybe
the best pitching staff in school his-
tory – seniors Jim Smith and Marty
Howarth, juniors Dennis Burke and
Bill Richold and sophomore Greg
Chlan. But it would also be a very
young team, led by juniors Dwight
Davies, Charlie Widmer, Ed Thorne,
Rob Schram, Joe Wiendl, Charlie
Mason, Billy Myers and Roger Doyle.

Koury molded that team into a down-
and-dirty group that went 18-7, and
won the first Union County Tourna-
ment championship in school history.
There weren’t many outstanding hit-
ters on the team, but there was good
defense, very good pitching and great
coaching. The team bunted, stole bases,
squeezed, did whatever it could to get
runs.

2. The 1965 baseball season saw the
arrival of a very talented (and high
strung) sophomore named Bobby
Flynn. One of the best all-around ath-
letes ever at WHS, Flynn became a
rarity – a sophomore starter for Koury,
at third base. In one early-season game,
Flynn called off everybody to catch an
infield popup. But (as memory serves
me) he dropped the ball when he at-
tempted a “Willie Mays” basket catch.
The look from Koury, with his arms
folded, in front of the bench could’ve
melted an iceberg. Next inning (again,
as memory serves me), Flynn was in
centerfield, where he became one of
the state’s finest outfielders for three
years.

The irony to that story is that Flynn
went on to play shortstop at Miami
Dade Junior College in Florida, and
the third baseman on that team was
none other than future Yankees short-

stop Bucky Dent.
3. In 1966, the biggest end-of-sea-

son tournament in New Jersey was the
Greater Newark Tournament, which
had blossomed out of just a greater
Newark event to include the top teams
from New Jersey, regardless of Group
size. Most years, WHS entered the
GNT, and not the state tournament.
The 1966 WHS team was the best in
school history up to that time, posting
a 22-4 mark behind the right arms of
senior Donnie (Big D) Anderson and
sophomore Frank Tokash.

In the semifinal of the GNT, WHS
went up to Verona to play a talented
Parsippany team that featured future
big leaguer Rich Zisk and legendary
coach Jack Mott. In about as good a
game as you’ll ever see at any level,
Anderson took a 1-0 lead into the
bottom of the ninth. But a walk to
Zisk, a hit batter and a sacrifice bunt
that was misplayed left the bases
loaded with no outs. Mott put on a
squeeze play and the tying run scored
as Rick James threw to Chuck Hood
for the out. But pinch runner Jeff
Tapkas kept going and tried to beat
Hood’s throw to “Animal” Ed Down.
The throw and Tapkas arrived virtu-
ally at the same time and there was a
monster collision. Plate umpire Frank
Greco took his time and, after Down
raised his hand with the ball in it to
show he’d never lost possession, Greco
gave the “safe” sign, ending the game.

As memory serves me, Koury chased
Greco down Verona Ave., complain-
ing about the call. Many WHS fans in
attendance – including this one – still
don’t think Tapkas had ever reached
the plate.

“It will be a long time before I get
over a call like that,” Koury told a
newspaper. “It was a heart-breaking
way to lose.”

WHS did rebound to win the Union
County Tournament, with Anderson
(12-1, 0.81 ERA) handling Roselle
13-1 in the final.

4. This was passed down to me by
Dan Hely as we waited for Jock
Heatley to give us our loops one day at
Echo Lake. Hely had been a two-way
end for the 1964 WHS football team.

As the story goes, the Westfield
coaches weren’t too pleased with their
team’s play in the first half. So upset
was head coach Gary Kehler that he
just walked into the room, looked
around and walked out. Koury, in the
unexpected role of good cop, told the
quiet locker room, something to the
effect:

“I came home the other day and it
was my son, Norm Jr.’s, birthday. Me,
being a good father, I brought Normie
a nice, big birthday cake. And I cut
him a big slice and said, ‘Here you go
Normie, happy birthday.’ And do you

know what Normy Jr. did? He pushed
the plate away, he looked up at me and
he said, ‘Dad, let’s move out of this
cake-eating town.’ ” Koury then turned
and walked out of the room.

According to Hely, the inspired foot-
ball team rallied to win in the second
half.

5. Finally, Koury left Westfield and
led Morristown’s baseball team to a
couple of outstanding seasons, paced
by future Yankees draft pick Pete Helt,
a hard-throwing lefty. Then Koury re-
turned to Union County as the football
coach, baseball coach and athletic di-
rector at Cranford, where he’d gone to
school.

During the basketball season, Koury
showed up at the Cranford-WHS game,
which had its usual standing-room-
only crowd. As he made his way across
the gym, the infamous Westfield “Sec-
tion” at the top/center of the home side
stands, starting chanting … “nemo,
Nemo, NEMO, NEMO” and (if
memory once again serves me right) a
slight smile emerged from Koury as
he took his seat.

A BAD WEEK
Koury wasn’t the only loss of the

week, as former Westfielder Joe
Wiendl passed away in California.
Along with guys like Frank Ketcham,
Bob Brewster, Doug Merrill, Pat
Papaccio, Al Pfeiffer and many oth-
ers, Wiendl was one of the key guys in
the buildup of the Westfield youth
sports programs in the 1950s. By the
1960s and ’70s, WHS was clearly at
the top of the state in just about every
varsity sport, helped in no small part
by the coaches in its youth feeder
systems.

Wiendl’s son, Joe, was a three-sport
standout both at WHS (Class of 1964)
and Wilkes College in Pennsylvania.
A state champion wrestler in high
school and NCAA Division II cham-
pion in college, little Joe also was a
football (All-America safety in col-
lege) and baseball star, and a member
of the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.

DEN TRIVIA
Who holds the WHS record for most

home runs in a softball game?
REMEMBER WHEN …

April 15, 1992: Chris Wojcik scores
10 points in a lacrosse win over Suffern,
N.Y.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Though she’s better known for her

exploits on the basketball court, Liz
McKeon hit three home runs in a 1997
game against Irvington. Only a sopho-
more at the time, McKeon was hitting
ninth in the order. She finished the
game with seven RBI.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader. For comments
or suggestions, contact me at
bj1019@aol.com

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much needed offensive confidence
came back in a big way when the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team erupted for eight runs
in the second inning and continued
trampling the plate until the Raiders
jolted Linden, 18-8, in five innings in
Scotch Plains on April 6. The 1-1
Raiders, who found difficulty getting
hits in an opening day loss to Cranford
on April 1, pummeled the Tigers
with a 15-hit pelting, which in-
cluded a home run, a triple and two
doubles.

With his team trailing 5-1, Raider
Matt Scibek (2-for-4, 3 runs scored,
3 RBI) got the big momentum roll-
ing with a three-run homer over the
centerfield fence in the second in-
ning. Leadoff batter Kyle Gates,
who ended the game with a two-
run single in the bottom of the fifth,
went 3-for-3 with three runs scored
and three RBI.

Kevin Urban went 2-for-3 with
three RBI and two runs scored and
cleanup batter John Maloney went
2-for-2, including a triple, with three
RBI and a run scored. Urban and
Maloney highlighted a five-run
Raider third inning, each ripping
two-run singles. Mike Dinizo went
2-for-3, including an RBI double,
with two RBI and a run scored and
James Scalfaro cracked a ground
rule double and scored twice. Dan
Birnbaum had two singles, Rob
Moskal had an RBI single and scored
twice, Mike Baumwoll scored twice
and Sean Varsolona scored once and
had an RBI.

Raider pitcher Marco Giasullo went
the distance but did have control prob-
lems in the second and fourth innings
where the Tigers scored four and three
runs, respectively. The 0-1 Tigers sent
three pitchers to the mound and start-
ing pitcher Ray Wegrzynek was

knocked off the hill midway through
the second inning and relieved by
Danny Salerno who was bounced
midway through the third and re-
lieved by Eric Cuco.

“We hit the ball and scored 18 runs,
which is a good sign,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock. “Every-
one contributed. Everyone got some
hits. We hit the ball with power. We
sprayed the ball around with singles.”

Linden scored a run in the first

when Nick Russo singled and scored
on a grounder to short and the Raiders
answered with a run in the bottom of
the inning when Gates walked, stole
second and later scored on Maloney’s
sacrifice fly. The Tigers banged out
four runs in the second but the noise
definitely awakened the Raiders’ bats,
which produced five hits to go with
three walks and some miscommuni-
cation by the Tiger infielders.

In the third, the Raiders added five
runs and five hits but also took advan-
tage of a few passed balls and some

more infield miscommunication. The
Tigers scored three in the fourth. Bran-
don Czajkowski (2-for-3, 3 RBI, 2
runs scored) looped a two-run single,
Russo (3-for-3, RBI, run scored) laid
down a bunt single and Jon Kusky (2-
for-2) rapped an RBI single.

Maloney led off the fifth with a triple.
Dinizo tapped an RBI single and gal-
loped to third on a passed ball. Later,
Birnbaum lashed an RBI single to set
up Gates’ game-ending two-run single.

After the game, coach Baylock
commented, “I was just talking with
coach (Danny) Mondelli (Linden
Head Coach). We were just not get-
ting outside enough. The outfield is
not readable yet off the bat, little
bloops, balls dropping in that should
be caught, just little stupid mistakes
that you can’t correct in the gym. We
are not bad defensively. It’s just a
case of getting more repetition out-
side, getting into a rhythm, playing
some games every week and getting
the confidence. I think today was a
big confidence booster for us.”
Linden 140 30 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 185 04 18
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Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
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for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

SCOTCH PLAINS $465,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $899,000

WESTFIELD $639,000 WESTFIELD $729,000

Park Lover’s Dream!  Charming Cape Cod with deep yard and a jog to the park
also includes a Kitchen with breakfast area and central air conditioning and
vacuum.

High standards?  Live up to them in this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath Custom home
filled with light from many windows facing winter views, fabulous entry foyer,
Kitchen with amazing space and fireplace.  Much more to see.

Old world charm with hardwood floors, corner cabinets, framed windows and
an archway craft a timeless interior, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Kitchen with bayed eating area, sun-lit enclosed porch, vintage accented
bath, basement Recreation room, nice yard with patio and beautiful plantings.
Great location.

1920’s Colonial.  Gracious home with traditional detail.  New Kitchen with
granite, hardwood floors, Living Room with fireplace, central air conditioning,
22’x12’ Master Bedroom, new furnace and 200 amp electric, private rear yard
with large deck, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths and within walking distance of all schools,
town and transportation.

Viking Nine Edges
North Plainfield, 8-7
Kristian Cortizo produced two

doubles and five RBI to help the
Union Catholic High School base-
ball team edge North Plainfield, 8-
7, in Scotch Plains on April 7.
Cortizo cracked a tree-run double
in the first inning and a two-run
double in the fifth.

Viking Andy Koncen pitched six
innings, struck out nine and walked
none while allowing one earned
run and five hits. Dave Klimowicz
initiated a game-ending double play
to boost the Vikings’ record to 2-1.

Blue Devil Nine Stops
Minutemen Nine, 3-0
The Westfield High School baseball

team opened its season with a 3-0
victory over Elizabeth in Westfield on
April 5. Senior right-hander Billy
Hearon tossed a two-hitter, fanned six
and walked one for the Blue Devils.

Mike Diaz drilled an RBI double
and scored on Mike Murray’s RBI
single in the third inning. Sam Kim
also had an RBI.

Baseball Raiders Stop
Sayreville Boys, 6-1

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team stopped
Sayreville, 6-1, in Sayreville on April
9. Sean Varsolona tossed a five-hitter,
fanned six and walked two. Mike
Dinizo scored twice and Matt Scibek
had an RBI and a run scored.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVOIDING THE PICKOFF ATTEMPT…Raider Kyle Gates dives back to first base
to avoid being picked off by the Linden pitcher. Gates, who ended the game with a two-
run single in the bottom of the fifth, went 3-for-3 with three runs scored and three RBI.


