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SCHOTT NETS 2 GOALS, 4 ASSTS.; SHARKEY, 3 GOALS

Blue Devil Laxmen Tune Up,
Crumble GR Panthers, 14-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gauging the progress of a team can
be difficult when competing against a
young, inexperienced team. One
thing, however, the 2-1 Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team took ad-
vantage of the situation and crumbled
the Glen Rock Panthers, 14-0, at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April
7 in a tune up for a tough game against

Montclair on April 9.
Senior attacker Andrew Schott

teamed up with attackers Joe Simone
and Ryan Sharkey to account for seven
goals and five assists. Schott flicked
in two goals and assisted on four
while Sharkey netted three goals and
an assist and Simone fired in two
goals. Six of their goals and all of
their assists came in the first half
before other Blue Devil attackers and

midfielders took over the scoring re-
sponsibilities.

“One thing I did want to work to-
day was work off cuts, off picks and
get the guy feeding, getting the assist
and we did. We still need to move a
little more, work the ball around and
take our shots,” explained Blue Devil
Head Coach Gerry Benaquista.

Senior middie Joe Geissler finished
with two goals and an assist and middie
Dave Iannazzone netted a goal and an
assist while Chris Mattes, Nick
DeRosa, Mike Patella and Matt
Gallagher each had a goal. Junior at-
tacker Mike Bialick contributed three
assists while middies Brady Lau and
Brian Bottini each added an assist.

With an extremely lopsided score
like this one, the Blue Devils led in
every category except, of course, saves
where senior goalie Chris Zaffuto
needed only to make two. The Blue
Devils overwhelmed the Panthers
with 46 ground balls – 25 in the first
half – and also took 25 shots on goal
in the first half while easing some-
what in the second half.

Additionally, the Blue Devils to-
tally controlled the midfield, especially
with some raw “muscle power” from
lacrosse newcomers, seniors Marc
Dowling and Mike Finne, former line-
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Blue Devils Down Rival
Raider Net Boys, 4-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Some early-season
questions about how well the Westfield
High School boys tennis team would
size up against Scotch Plains-Fanwood
were answered at Tamaques Park
courts on April 9. The Blue Devils
took four of the five matches while
senior Jason Krueger was the one
Raider to come up victorious.

“This is our third match of the year,
but I believe we’re still a little rusty,
however today we’re really hyped up
since this is the big rivalry match
between the kids. They all grew up
playing each other,” said Raider Head
Tennis Coach Mark Cunningham.
“We’re young, we have a freshman at
two doubles, a soccer player at one
doubles but they’re athletes and they
will be heard of. Not taking anything
away from Westfield, because they
are a good team, we just came out flat
to begin with and they took that op-
portunity to jump all over us.”

First single player senior Jason
Krueger using his patience and ag-

gressiveness finished off Blue Devil
senior Co-Captain Alec Wasserman,
6-2, 6-2.

Describing his match, Krueger said,
“From the start of the first match, I
played really calm and was patient
with my shots. I won the first two
games. However he (Wasserman) re-
taliated strongly. I waited for my shots,
built up the momentum and put him
away. I thought I played a pretty strong
first match. In the second set, he came
back to tie up the match at two, but
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JUNE 27th to JUNE 30th, 2005

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp
For Girls Entering Grades 2–9

Vivian Cortese-Strano
• Top Producer, Month of March
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
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®
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Vivian Cortese-Strano
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Vivian Cortese-Strano in, and she’ll bring results!

DIAZ HITS SOLO BLAST, ZIERLER WHACKS 2-RUN HR

Blue Devils Use Long Ball, ‘D’
To Top Baseball Raiders, 8-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior right-hander Billy Hearon
tossed a five-hitter, recorded five
strikeouts and yielded only two walks
to lead the Westfield High School
baseball team to an 8-2 victory over a
good-hitting Scotch Plains-Fanwood
team in Westfield on April 11. Blue
Devils Mike Diaz and Alex Zierler
(2-for-3, 3 RBI, 1 run scored) pro-
vided the offensive clout with a solo
blast and a two-run home run, respec-
tively, off starting pitcher Chris
D’Annunzio.

Hearon kept the Raiders off-bal-
ance for the first six innings, allowing
only a triple to D’Annunzio, who

scored on Kevin Urban’s ground out
in the first inning, and a double to
Sean Varsolona, who finished 2-for-
2, in the second inning. The other
three hits were given up in the top of
the seventh when John Maloney
singled, moved to third on Mike
Dinizo’s double to left and scored on
James Scalfaro’s ground out to sec-
ond.

“Billy held a good Scotch Plains
team to two runs. They came out
banging the ball right off the bat and
Billy made some adjustments. He
pitched a nice game today,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster.

Down 1-0 in the bottom of the third
inning, Diaz ignited a three-run rally

by launching his solo blast over the
right field fence.

“It was a 3-2 pitch. He gave me a
pitch on the outside and I took it the
other way. It started us off, got us
back into the game and we picked it
up from there,” said Diaz.

Mike Murray drew the second of
his four base-on-balls and pinch run-
ner Jayshawn King replaced him at
first and swiped the first of his three
stolen bases – King eventually scored
three times on behalf of Murray. Tom
Ricciuti, struck out but dashed to first
when the ball hit the dirt and skid past
the catcher into the backstop 70 feet
away. King rounded third and scored.

FIETKIEWICZ HRS, TRIPLES; GELMETTI YIELDS 8 HITS

Blue Devil Softball Girls Jolt
SP-F Lady Raiders, 10-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Great pitching, superb fielding,
team hitting and a breakout inning
was what it took for the 5-1 Westfield
High School softball team to jolt host
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 10-1, on
April 11. Blue Devil Kristina
Fietkiewicz led the offensive charge
with a two-run homer in the first
inning and a two-run triple to high-
light a five-run fourth inning.

“Our first inning was text book,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Tara
Pignoli. “We got a leadoff hit, crossed
her over and Fietkiewicz just crushed
the ball. You want to be aggressive
early and that’s exactly what they did.
It got rid of the nerves especially in a
game when the kids were really hyped
and psyched about a home type ri-
valry.”

Blue Devil pitcher Lauren Gelmetti
scattered eight hits while fanning four
and walking one.

“Gelmetti has taken a leadership
role on the mound. She gets ahead of
batters more often than not and is
really a center piece of this team,”

said Pignoli who added, “Jillian
Olsen, a first year varsity catcher and
has not missed a step at all. She’s
playing great behind the plate, knocks
down every ball and jumps on the
bunt really well, so the two of them
have great chemistry.”

Raider pitcher Elaine Piniat was
tagged for three doubles, two triples,
one home run and 11 singles while
striking out one and walking no one.

Centerfielder Mary Kate Flannery
led off the first inning with a single,
scooted to second on Jen Urcioli’s
sacrifice bunt and scored when
Fietkiewicz crashed her homer into
centerfield.

“I look for my pitch and swing hard
for line drives. She gave me a few
today and they went,” said
Fietkiewicz. “Our entire team has the
confidence that at any point in time
anyone can step up and get that big hit
that wins the game.”

The 3-4 Raiders retaliated with one
run on three hits in the bottom of the
second on singles by catcher Lauren
Mains, Piniat and an RBI single by
leftfielder Jance Easley. Westfield put

a run on the board in the third on a
leadoff double by Gelmetti, a fielder’s
choice by Katy Smith and a two-out
RBI single by Diana Dunnan.

Five Blue Devils streaked across
the plate in the fourth. Flannery beat
out a bunt single, Urcioli singled and
Fietkiewicz hammered a two-run
triple. Smith landed on first on an
infield error then scored off a triple
by Jillian Olsen. Dunnan followed
with an RBI single to give the Blue
Devils an 8-1 advantage.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING IT VERY TOUGH FOR A PANTHER…A trio of Blue Devils surround a Panther defender and cause the ball
to jolt loose. The Blue Devils trampled the Glen Rock boys lacrosse team, 14-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK TO THE BASE ON TIME…Blue Devil Jayshawn King slips back to first base as Raider pitcher Chris
D’Annunzio fires to first baseman James Scalfaro. King stole three bases and scored three times.
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WESTFIELD

 
Relax on the front porch of this magnificent new colonial to be built on a quiet 
cul-de-sac street. Features include designer kitchen, granite counters, family room 
with fireplace, nine foot ceilings on the first floor & hardwood floors. $1,495,9

SCOTCH PLAINS 

 
Ready for summer occupancy. This magnificent new center hall colonial features
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 story entry, family room w/gas fireplace & more. $869,900


