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The newspaper headlines tell the same
story every year. “Once again districts
learn they will receive no help.” While
some of our legislators understand the
inevitable impact of Trenton’s failure to
fund its mandates, the majority still point
to spending by Boards of Education.

Special education costs are just one
example of how the state fails in its re-
sponsibility to fund mandated costs. Next
year Westfield will spend $15.1 million
on programs and related services for learn-
ing disabled students and yet it receives
only $4.5 million in state aid. The pro-
posed 2005-06 budget calls for a 4.85
percent increase, far below the last year’s
state budget increase of 15 percent. As
state aid slips to just 6.2 percent of our
total revenues, Westfield taxes to support
schools rise 5.1 percent.

No one wants property taxes to rise and
as a resident of this community I know
what these increases do to monthly pay-
ments on our homes. Nonetheless, I am
proud of all that has been accomplished
by our students. We have some of the best
test scores on a barrage of exams required
by the state. New Jersey Monthly Maga-
zine recently ranked Westfield High
School number 7 in the State and
Roosevelt was one of two middle schools
in the state to achieve Blue Ribbon status
by the United States Department of Edu-

Situation in Dafur
Requires Immediate

Multi-National Action
This week is the 11-year anniversary of

the Rwanda genocide, when we remem-
ber the 800,000 people who were killed in
100 days. Our leaders claim that “never
again” will the world stay silent during
genocide, yet the U.S. Administration
has kept silent for seven months since
declaring genocide in Darfur.

Breaking this shocking silence are
voices across the U.S. calling for a multi-
national humanitarian intervention to sup-
port the African Union to protect the
people. The violence is escalating and
now famine is on the horizon in Darfur.
We can no longer tolerate the failure of
the international community to help the
people of Darfur.

The U.S. must do everything in its power
to move the UN Security Council to ensure
a rapid and robust international interven-
tion in Darfur or up to a million people
could be dead by the end of this year.

Sara Baer
Scotch Plains

Readers Says Vote ‘No’
On School Budget for

Positive, New Look
It is difficult to have a positive outlook

on the financial planning of the Westfield
board of education. When it comes right
down to it, the responsibility for and the
power to plan for the education of
Westfield’s students rests with the local
board of education. If we don’t do it
locally, it won’t happen.

Why has the Board of Education ne-
glected to eliminate the waste of public
money spent on re-furbishing the admin-
istration building at 302 Elm Street? Why
has the board of education not created a
revenue stream for the public schools by
the sale of this expensive, aging, surplus
building? Superintendent Dr. William
Foley has stated that the board of educa-
tion offices would “fit quite nicely” in the
other surplus building, Lincoln School.

A detailed, researched report and re-
quest was made in January 1977 when the
Board of Education voted to spend sev-
eral million dollars on this white elephant
of a building with no students at a time
when Westfield’s young people were
going to school in trailers and classrooms
and buildings were in disrepair. Why
have they proceeded to do just that, sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars at a time,
when classrooms and facilities are still in
need? How much money is in this budget
for this losing proposition?

How can we have confidence in the
school budget? Two-thirds of our local
tax bill goes to the public schools. How
can we make it clear how we want the
money spent? We have a strong prefer-
ence for as much as possible to be spent in
the classrooms as near as possible to the
students.

A “No” vote on April 19 will allow
another governing body, Westfield Town
Council to take a look. It’s definitely
worth it. A “No” vote could result in
better curriculum, facilities, equipment
and staffing. It’s time to have a new and
better dialogue.

Joanne Hone
Westfield

Moving Out Of State
Can Be Taxing

If you are selling your home and mov-
ing out of state, you will have to pay an
“exit tax” to the State of New Jersey.

If you have lived in New Jersey; owned
a home; and sold it at a profit which
generated capital gains, you will have to
give the state an interest-free loan for a
year, at the time of closing.

Here is an example, based on my own
case: Sale of my home generated a capital
gain of approximately $50,000. The state
wants 8.7 percent of the gain, or 2 percent
of the selling price (whichever is greater).
This rate is normally used for those with
a taxable income of half a million dollars
or more. In my case, this figure comes to
$15,000, which we will have to leave with
the state for a year. An estimate of my
2005 tax liability, including the $50,000
capital gain, would be less than $1,000.

Isn’t that a pretty kettle of fish? I call it
an official case of rape.

 

Marguerite Newson
Westfield

It’s Time to Vote ‘No” as a Start,
Bring School Spending Under Control

Westfield Public Schools

By Dr. William Foley, Superintendent

Special Education Costs
Rising As Aid Declines

cation. Our students successfully com-
pete on the athletic field as well as in a
variety of co-curricular activities and go
on to attend some of the best colleges in
the country. Indeed the only areas where
we are below average are our costs per
pupil, which fall consistently below the
state average.

The proposed 2005-2006 budget is
guided by our strategic plan developed
last year. It expands access to technology
for second graders, increases staffing at
the high school where 70 more students
will be enrolled next year and provides
for an additional guidance counselor. A
new program, which will hopefully pay
dividends in improved educational pro-
gramming at reduced cost, is the creation
of an autistic class. We are committed to
bringing more of our learning-disabled
students home and educating them in
local schools.

On Tuesday, April 19 from 2 to 9 p.m.
the polls will open for the annual Board of
Education election. You will select three
Board of Education candidates and vote
on a tax levy of $66,025,201. There is an
abundance of information on our website
at westfieldnj.com, in our newsletter Em-
phasis, as well in a video presentation on
Channel 36.

I encourage you to inspect this infor-
mation and vote on April 19.

Since the school budget will be pre-
sented to the public for approval on April
19, the school boards have started their
“full court press” to convince us that once
again they need our money and are fully
justified in this demand.

In order to see the break down of the
budget and their justification, residents of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood can take a look at
the school board’s website
www.spfk12.org.

I will list a few facts and some of my
concerns and/or comments.

The school board is requesting that
based on an average assessed house in
Scotch Plains we give them an additional
$322 per year, which is a 5.89 percent
increase from last year. Fanwood’s in-
crease will be $371 per year and be a 7.97
percent increase. This is after the last four
years of 7.5, 8.7, 8.3 and 8.0 percent for
Scotch Plains alone. This amounted to
just $62 less than last year.

How many of us have received this
degree of raise from our employers in the
past years?

The school board sites increased sala-
ries, medical benefits, utilities bills, etc.
as reasons for needing more money. The
calculated salary raise is about 4.5 per-
cent. Once again, how many of us re-
ceived a 4.5 percent increase? I suggested
to the school board that they reduce this to
3.5 percent in the present negotiations.
This would save approximately $400,000.

When it comes to the medical benefits,
all our costs are increasing. Many are
paying several thousand dollars a year for
coverage. Yet our employees pay only
$300-$600 deductibles a year. I also sug-
gested that the employees contribute to
their medical coverage as we do. This
would save approximately $1.5 million.

But leave it to be said, no word from the
school board. It is far easier to get the
taxpayers to keep coughing up our hard
earned money than negotiate fair and
equitable contracts. This could be done
this year with the contracts open for nego-
tiations. Should we not act, we may be
suffering from the “give aways” for per-
haps three years.

When it comes to the existing salaries,
I requested from the board and after many
correspondences, received the salary
break down of our employees. Here are
the major high lights for the present 704
equivalent positions.

Number of school employees in salary
range: 41 at $80-90,000; 40 at $90-

100,000; 5 at $100-110,000; 14 at $110-
120,000; 3 at $120-130,000; 1 at $130-
140,000; 2 at $140-150,000; 1 exceeds
$150,000.

It is no wonder that so much money is
needed to run the schools with these sala-
ries that are well over the average of
approximately $60,000 for a white collar
male in Scotch Plains!

It is amazing that the school board
attempted to explain why we should sup-
port this ever-increasing budget because
they pointed out this is less than last year
and how much our homes have appreci-
ated in value. This is a remarkable justifi-
cation for us that are having to cut back
many expenditures and are even worried
about keeping our homes.

Why are they spending our money on
finding out how much our homes have
increased in value, in lieu of spending it
on education and what is the point? They
are proud of bleeding less this year than in
the past.

When it comes to the price of our
homes, they were unable to pinpoint the
relationship between spending on schools
and property values. Several financial
articles have mentioned that the rapid rise
in home values resulted from such things
as record low mortgage rates, influx of
immigrants, proximity to work, etc. These
were little, if any, mention of schools.

Residents of Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
please stand up to the ever increasing
property taxes in our town and vote ‘No’
on the school budget on April 19. This
will prove to our public employees (local,
county and state) who are getting rich off
our tax dollars that we have had enough.

There are those that may think that
there is nothing that we can do. However,
one should keep in mind that Scotch Plains
has approximately 16,000 voters. Last
year’s vote was 1,576 in favor and there
was 1,153 who voted against the budget.
Based on the latest census, Scotch Plains
has approximately 3,000 households with
children under 18 years old. Therefore,
based on two voters per household, there
are almost 10,000 voters who do not have
children in the school system and receive
no benefit from the schools.

This being the case, voters such as
senior citizens and/or those without chil-
dren have sufficient numbers to easily
defeat this budget and make their voices
be heard.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Castrametation – Marking or laying

out of a military camp
2. Carse – Low, fertile land, adjacent to

a river
3. Acrobates – Australian flying mar-

supial
4. Graywacke – A conglomerate rock

consisting of rounded pebbles and sand
firmly united

TIENDA
1. A booth or shop
2. Toss; hurl
3. A court entirely round a temple,

surrounded by a wall
4. Literary works

SAPO
1. Lacking adequate mental power
2. The toadfish
3. Pertaining to the maple family of

trees
4. Saturated; soaked

CARABAO
1. Relating to pigs; swine
2. A rabbit or hare
3. A Philippine water buffalo
4. A slaughterhouse for animals

PANDIT
1. An uproar; clamor
2. One who endures great pain or suf-

fering
3. A type of short whip
4. In India, a scholar or learned man

Parent of Autistic Child Says Condition
Inspired Her with Patience and Respect

Westfield Doctor States Courts
Shouldn’t be Involved in Right to Die

When our son Marco was first diag-
nosed with autism, we were disheart-
ened and crushed that there is far less
likelihood he would reach many of the
typical milestones most children casu-
ally triumph. My husband Tony is deal-
ing with relinquishing shared backyard
football experiences and other father/
son bonds. Participating in the second
grade spelling bee or playing cowboys
and Indians with other children – quite
improbable.

Marco’s cognitive, social and commu-
nicative deficits will thwart so many typi-
cal developmental experiences. Later, we
will struggle with the abilities of indepen-
dent care and living, job placement, and
acceptance within the community.

Because of overwhelming tasks, dif-
ferences, and stresses autistic families
experience, we remain very isolated from
our community.  Simple situations like
haircuts, grocery shopping, or commu-
nity gatherings, have quite a different
outlook for families having autistic mem-
bers. Because of the various characteris-
tics and tendencies of autistic individu-
als, together with the overwhelming de-
mands, anxiety, and frustrations for those

around, autism families like ours often
remain excluded from customary social
settings. For most, autism is its own world
within a community.

Autism creates high demands of our
time and energy. It takes a profound toll
on finances. There are ongoing frustra-
tions and self-esteem issues. Schedules
are overburdened with ongoing appoint-
ments, doctor visits, meetings,
childcare, educational communications,
logistical and family balance issues. It
puts a significant strain on all our rela-
tionships.

Although autism is difficult in so many
ways, it has also inspired us to act in ways
we never imagined. It has taught our
family patience and respect. We have
prioritized our lifestyle differently. We
see a much bigger picture. We need to
accept autism as a way of life. On behalf
of families with autism, we hope that you
will accept this life into yours. It’s very
lonely in our world!

For more information on autism visit
livingarrows@mindspring.com. FYI –
April is Autism Awareness Month.

Adrienne Robertiello
Scotch Plains

Several states are now considering
changes in their laws in regard to end-
of-life care. Education is needed, not
new laws.

A patient with flat brain waves is
dying and artificial support prolongs
the dying process. Patients who are in a
vegetative state, or who are brain dead
will never wake up.

You can’t fool Mother Nature and
say you are prolonging life. You are
not.

It is irrational and unkind to prolong
death artificially. In this terminal state,
patients do not experience hunger or thirst.
On the other hand, patients in a coma have
a working brain in some areas. They can

and often do wake up, sometimes after
many weeks.

We need not have to go to court to
have the right to die. Courageous doc-
tors, judges and family have been abused
and threatened by misinformation, ig-
norance and self-interest. Doctors and
families working together make end-
of-life decisions all the time and safe-
guards exist in hospitals and courts to
protect patients’ and families’ wishes.
When artificial support interferes with
the right to die in terminal patients, our
courts protect patients, even when na-
tional politics intervene.

Mary Helen Chamberlin, MD
Westfield

Could Good Intentions Go Awry
With ‘Value Engineering’ Bill?

Last week, Acting Governor Richard Codey signed
into law A-2809, a bill sponsored by Assembly-
woman Linda Stender of Fanwood. The bill, labeled
as ‘value engineering,’ permits contractors to pro-
pose substitutions of materials, methods and tech-
nology to government contracts after they are
awarded, to save money – the government and the
contractor split the savings.

The bill swept, without opposition, through the
assembly by vote of 77-0 and through the senate by a
vote of 37-0. Value engineering has been around for a
while and one would think this makes common sense
– and would benefit the public by reducing costs.

But is there another side to this? Value engineering
is supposed to be part of the engineering and design
phase – the results of which are incorporated into
specifications prepared by professional engineers
and architects. Contractors then build to specifica-
tion to ensure integrity of the work and safety of the
public.

If value engineering is required by contractors
after professional engineers and architects do the
design, then are the professionals not doing their
jobs? Is this what the bill implies?

Or is there something else that could open up here
– Pandora’s box? State politicians are holding meet-
ing after meeting exclaiming their desire to end pay-
to-play and to curtail corruption because so many of
them are going to jail.

But just think what this bill A-2809 could lead to,
given the thoroughly shaken ethics in New Jersey
government.

A contractor could make a deal going in by hand-
shake and envelope behind closed doors, purposely
bid low to get the job, then propose major changes to
the materials which they split with the government
and their political friends.

Putting aside the fact that the Utility and Transpor-
tation Contractors Association (UTCA) has named
Assemblywoman Stender Legislator of the Year for
her sponsorship of Assembly Bill 2809, we believe
her intentions are good. And we believe the same for
the other legislators that made it virtually unani-
mous. They hope to make government more efficient
and to minimize taxes.

Would you want to travel on that bridge – or ride
on that space shuttle – built by these rules and by the
players in New Jersey politics?

Failure Can Be Painful But Often
Necessary as Prelude to Correction
Given the considerable dialogue over the last

several years about property taxes, New Jersey
politicians will be keeping a careful eye on the
voting next week on public school budgets.

Should the voters reject a number of the school
budgets, politicians will consider the rapidly in-
creasing property taxes to be a real re-election
issue for themselves. It could dramatically impact
the races for governor, the assembly and county
freeholders this year.

Even Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage is squeal-
ing about property taxes – which is unusual since
Elizabeth is always blessed with a high dose of state
aid. But now, even Elizabeth is getting hit with what
other towns, such as we, have experienced for some
time now – a pounding in property taxes.

By far, the rising cost of public education is the
number one factor in causing property taxes to
rise in New Jersey. Still, counties and towns are
doing their share to keep up.

Most educators lament that rising special edu-
cation costs, coupled with insufficient funding
from state and federal sources, are the major
culprit. The numbers seem to bear most of this out.
Granted, there are other factors too.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public Schools Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del Sordi told us
that about 12 percent of our kids in these schools
are classified for special education. The situation
is similar, or even more pronounced in Westfield
Public Schools. We hear that trends are taking
this classification to an even higher percentage
next year.

We felt that special education was just that —
special for a small percentage of less fortunate
kids that need it. Significant extra costs are in-
curred with special education, but those less for-
tunate kids deserve and need it. No argument here
on this.

However, aren’t 12 percent and higher a little
out-of-bounds? – and beyond the covenant pre-
sumed by the general public? And to think, we
haven’t heard one educator say this number is too
high. In fact, we heard many proudly profess that
with new diagnostic tools and classification mea-
sures, more students will be able to be moved to
this category. Scary thought to us.

What happened to the good ol’ tradition that if
you study and work hard, you pass? If you don’t,
you fail. This has been quite an incentive to us in
the past. Test scores were much better then, too.
Only 10 percent made the honor roll and the
SAT’s did not need to be re-scaled to keep the
numbers up.

It seems telling of the times that last week, New
Jersey Commissioner of Education William Librera
reduced the score necessary to pass the General
Educational Development (GED) exams.

Things like this are not doing the children any
favors – to delude them into believing that they are
being educated – or to pamper them away from the
necessary tenacity.

Failure can be painful but it is often necessary as
a prelude to correction and success. Thomas Edison
failed more than most – and Albert Einstein failed
mathematics.


