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A member of

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.
Virtual surgery that can treat even 
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor.  Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body.  And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time.  Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

SENIOR SURVEY UNDERWAY…Susan Jacobson, Westfield Senior Citizen
Task Force Chairwoman, left, reviews the Senior Citizen surveys with Linda
Maggio, Executive Director of the Westfield United Way. The survey will be
conducted from April 15 until May 15. See survey form on Page 19.

United Way to Survey
Westfield Senior Citizens

WESTFIELD — With an under-
standing that the results will be used
to bolster the quality of life for
Westfield senior citizens, the
Westfield United Way will begin this
month to survey the town’s senior
population about its needs.

The United Way conducted a similar
survey in 1998. “Because of the 1998
survey, we now have senior transporta-
tion, a handyman program and the
Westfield Organization Resource Di-
rectory (WORD),” said Linda Maggio,
Executive Director of the Westfield
United Way. Mrs. Maggio hopes that
the 2005 survey will provide informa-
tion that can be translated into projects
and programs that benefit the senior
citizens.

The survey is being distributed at a
number of sites, including the Westfield
Memorial Library, the Municipal

Building and the Westfield Area “Y”.
Those who fill out the survey may
return the forms by Sunday, May 15,
2005 to those sites or to the Westfield
United Way offices at the northside
train station.

In addition to providing demo-
graphic information, the respondents
will be asked questions about their
needs for food, money, transporta-
tion, health care, etc. The survey also
allows the seniors to check off, if they
desire, their concerns about emotional
problems or companionship.

“The form takes just a few minutes
to fill out,” said Mrs. Maggio. “We do
not ask for your name, but only infor-
mation about how we can assist you.”

Results of the survey will be for-
warded to the town, United Way agen-
cies, churches, synagogues and the
media.

The Westfield United Way provides
funding for more than 20 agencies that
benefit Westfielders. The United Way
also has been a support service for
those in need, and was the lead organi-
zation in providing help to those who
lost loved ones on September 11, 2001.

Susan Jacobson chairs the Westfield
Senior Citizen Task Force. Members
include Donnell Carr, Lillian Corsi,
Jane Francz, Amy Gantz, Jim Gildea,
Frank Isoldi, Dennis Kinsella, Jim
Nixon, Nancy Otchy, Thelma Smith,
Nan Statton, Robert Tobias and Anita
Weinberg. Information about the se-
nior citizen survey can be obtained by
calling the Westfield United Way of-
fice at (908) 233-2113.

Mindowaskin Cleanup
To Be Held on April 23
WESTFIELD — A spring cleanup

is scheduled for Mindowaskin Park
on Saturday, April 23, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Volunteers and organizations
are urged to participate and bring
gloves and rakes.

For more information on this event,
please call (908) 233-0028. The event
is being sponsored by the Friends of
Mindowaskin, a non-profit organiza-
tion founded in the early 1990s to
revitalize and preserve the park.

Current Friends of Mindowaskin
board members include Nancy Priest,
Debby Burslem, Diane Cesarz, Sherry
Cronin, Richard Edge, David Foltz,
Fontaine Gatti, Carol Molnar, Marilyn
Shields, Craig Stock, Barbara
Vincentsen and David Williams.

Fanwood to Hold Annual
Clean Communities Day

FANWOOD — Fanwood will hold
its 14th annual Clean Communities
Day on Saturday, April 23, as part of the
community’s observance of Earth Day.

Individual volunteers of all ages,
Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, interested
organizations and family groups are
invited to assemble at 8:30 a.m. by
the Millennium Clock at the south
side parking lot of the Fanwood train
station.

Before the work begins, the chair-
man of the event, Fanwood Public
Works Director Ray Manfra, will give
a short briefing. Earth Day T-shirts,
work gloves, pick-up devices and
plastic bags will be passed out. Earth
Day caps will be given away.

Joanne Gemenden, county recy-
cling coordinator, will provide par-
ticipating children with additional
“goodies.”

The 100 or so expected volunteers,
which  usually includes Fanwood offi-
cials, will be organized into teams
with a leader and then transported by
Department of Public Works employ-
ees to one of 13 locations designated
for clean-up. These include Forest
Road Park, LaGrande Park, Carriage
House Park, Borough Hall, Fanwood
Public Library and the municipal park-
ing areas, as well as the area around
the railroad tracks.

At no cost to the Borough of

Fanwood, NJ Transit will provide two
flagmen to ensure security for those
assigned to this area.

In addition, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along Fanwood’s stretch of
South Avenue as part of the club’s
involvement in the Adopt-a-High-
way program.

For more information on this event,
please call the Fanwood Public Works
Department at (908) 322-7404.

CONGRATULATIONS...Dolores Graves of Lorey's Day Care Center, who
recently retired after 39 years as director and owner, receives congratulations
from Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott at town hall.

Tree Planting Seminar Slated
May 5 at Westfield Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Tree
Preservation Commission will host a
tree planting and maintenance semi-
nar at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary, located at 550 East Broad Street,
on Thursday, May 5.

Local landscape designer Craig
Stock will present his list of recom-
mended tree species for Westfield, and
also will discuss tree-planting prac-
tices. The multimedia presentation will
feature information with examples and
recommendations for improving one’s
landscape.

Mr. Stock is a graduate of Texas
Tech with a degree in Horticulture. An
award-winning landscape designer, he
is active in the Westfield community,
volunteering and consulting on a num-
ber of local projects, including
Mindowaskin Park, the September 11
monument and, most recently, the
Korean War Memorial.

Members of the Department of
Public Works will also be on hand so
homeowners can request inspections
and tree pruning for trees on town
streets and right-of-ways.

Munoz, Bramnick to Face
Merman, Bergen in 21st Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

AREA — Incumbent Assemblymen
Dr. Eric Munoz of Summit and  Jon
Bramnick of Westfield filed for reelec-
tion this week. They will face Demo-
crats Steven Merman of Cranford and
Bruce Bergen in the fall election.

Dr. Munoz, who was first elected to
the Assembly in 2001 and reelected in
2003, is a trauma surgeon with the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey (UMDNJ) in Newark.

Assemblyman Munoz serves on the
Assembly Commerce and Economic
Development Committee and the As-
sembly Health and Human Services
Committee. He is the Republican chair-
man in Summit and is a former coun-
cilman in his hometown.

He is a graduate of the University of
Virginia and has a medical degree
from Albert Einstein College of Medi-
cine. Dr. Munoz also has a Master of
Business Administration degree in Fi-
nance from Columbia University.

Dr. Munoz said he is seeking reelec-
tion in order “to try to keep spending
reasonable, although it certainly isn’t
reasonable right now” under the Demo-
cratic majority in the Legislature.

Assemblyman Munoz also said eth-
ics and corruption have become a se-
rious problem in the state capital. He
said he is “almost ashamed” to be an
elected official in Trenton given the
recent alleged “kickbacks” to political
bosses over the past few years.

Noting he has voted against all tax
hikes thus far, Assemblyman Munoz
predicted Democrats will increase the
gas tax next. He said the move would
“raise hundreds of millions of dollars”
and hike consumer cost to over $3 per
gallon. He said wasteful spending has
forced the reduction of funding for
road projects, adding that Democrats
would argue the gas tax is needed to
fund these projects.

Assemblyman Bramnick is seeking
his second term in the assembly. He
was named to fill a vacancy in the state
Legislature upon the elevation of Tom
Kean, Jr. to the state Senate to replace
Richard Bagger, who resigned.

Assemblyman Bramnick is a mem-

ber of the Assembly Consumer Affairs
Committee and the Assembly Law
and Public Safety Committee.

Mr. Bramnick, an attorney in Scotch
Plains, served on the Plainfield City
Council from 1984 to 1991. He was
elected to a full term in the Assembly
in November of 2002. The Assembly-
man also raises money for charity
through his standup comedy act.

He received his undergraduate de-
gree in political science from Syracuse
University and his law degree from
Hofstra University School of Law.

Mr. Bergen, the Township Attorney
for Springfield for the past 12 years, is
a lifelong Union County resident and
a 19-year resident of Springfield. He
grew up in Cranford, where his law
practice is currently located. He is a
member of the Cranford Rotary Club.

The candidate previously ran for
Congress in 1990.

“I had the privilege of being (former
Congressman) Matt Rinaldo’s last
opponent,” Mr. Bergen told The
Westfield Leader and The Times.

The candidate said soaring property
taxes is the key issue that faces Tren-
ton lawmakers today.

“I think the state is facing a rather
severe budget crisis, which is not eas-
ily going to go away,” Mr. Bergen said.
He also indicated that New Jersey’s
property tax system is in need of a
“major budget overhaul.”

Mr. Merman, Deputy County Coun-
sel for the County of Union, is the
municipal prosecutor for the Borough
of Garwood and board of adjustment
attorney for Hillside and Roselle. Mar-
ried and the father of two children, the
candidate grew up in West Orange and
has resided in Cranford for 18 years. He
is a graduate of American University in
Washington, D.C.

Noting the difficulty of getting elected
in the Republican leaning 21st Legisla-
tive District, Mr. Merman said he felt
running on the same line with Guberna-
torial candidate and current U.S. Sena-
tor Jon Corzine would be helpful for
Democrats seeking office this year.

“I felt that if there was a time that
this could be a Democratic district,
this is it,” Mr. Merman said.

Chad Geis Completes
Navy Basic Training

AREA — Navy Seaman Recruit
Chad Geis, the son of Margaret and
Carl Geis of Scotch Plains, recently
completed United States Navy basic
training at Recruit Training Com-
mand, Great Lakes, Ill. with honors.

A 1994 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in  2000
from Fitchburg State College.

The eight-week program included
classroom and practical instruction
on naval customs. An emphasis was
also placed on physical fitness.

 

   

      

    

      
       


