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Adjustment Board Rejects Neon Signs
Proposed By Cheeburger Cheeburger
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Parking Improvements Plan
Will Be Unveiled on April 26

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOOD FELLOWS…The Westfield Jaycees hold their annual alumni banquet
last Wednesday at the Jolly Trolley restaurant in Westfield. The event spirited a
record turnout.

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of adjust-
ment rejected an application Monday
night for neon signs at Cheeburger
Cheeburger, located on North Avenue
near the Westfield Railroad Station.

“I think it’s a bad precedent for us to
set,” said Chairman William Heinbokel
at Monday night’s meeting regarding
Cheeburger Cheeburger owner Dan
Colantuono’s application to allow four
neon signs to be displayed in the
restaurant’s windows.

“I think it’s a great restaurant; I think
it’s an asset,” he added, but said he could
not comfortably grant a variance from

Westfield’s town-wide ordinance pro-
hibiting neon signs.

The board agreed and unanimously
rejected Mr. Colantuono’s application.

Prior to the board’s vote, attorney
Erwin Brwinschnitzer, who represented
Mr. Colantuono, explained that the signs
would have helped draw attention to the
restaurant, located in a “dark corner” of
the train station parking lot located at
251 North Avenue West.

He also explained that there is a legal
precedent whereby a municipality-wide
ordinance banning neon signs was found
unlawful.

There is “no evidence that there are
specific problems” with such signs, said

Mr. Brwinschnitzer.
“Neon has a lot of historical signifi-

cance in our town,” said Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin, who testi-
fied on behalf of the restaurant. She
added that the signs, displaying phrases
such as “fabulous fifties,” would only
maintain the restaurant’s theme, and
would not be direct marketing devices.

Karrie Hanson, also a member of the
DWC, said that an ordinance is being
drafted by the town that would allow
neon and other illuminated signs in cer-
tain parts of town, specifically in loca-
tions “off the main thoroughfares” where
visibility to potential customers can be
an issue.

Ms. Hanson told the board that sev-
eral stipulations would be involved in
the ordinance. For example, no sign
would be allowed to cover more than 25
percent of the window’s surface in which
it is displayed. Also, only signs used to
maintain a business’s theme would be
allowed, and blinking and/or flashing
signs would not be permitted.

Board Member Chris Masciale agreed
that a revised ordinance would be more
effective than hearing each new appli-
cation if a variance were granted for
Cheeburger Cheeburger.

“We’re going to become the sign po-
lice,” he said, if the board were to allow
such signage on a case-by-case basis.

Such an ordinance would have to be
considered by the Town Council and
other officials before being adopted.

The board has been “pretty hard-
handed” in dealing with previous appli-
cations for neon signage, Mr. Heinbokel
said. He also said that many people,
particularly commuters, likely see the
establishment every day.
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his seventh year as a girls softball coach.
In the aftermath of the terrorist at-

tacks on September 11, 2001, Mr.
Caruana organized and led “Westfield
Cares,” a community effort supported
by over 100 local businesses to assist
Westfield families affected by the trag-
edy.

He was also Fundraising Chairman
for the Westfield September 11 Memo-
rial.

A graduate of Amherst College, Ms.
Fisch has been a Westfield resident since
1993. She earned a master’s and doctor-
ate degrees in English literature from
Rutgers University. She is now a profes-
sor of English and Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education at New Jersey City
University where she formerly chaired
the women’s studies program.

Dr. Fisch coaches second grade boys
basketball and officiates high school
field hockey and girls lacrosse.

Ms. Kimmins, a lifelong Westfield
resident, currently works as a substitute
teacher at the Presbyterian Nursery
School. She is a graduate of Penn State
University. She currently is a member of
the College Woman’s Club of Westfield
board and is a volunteer at the Agape
Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth.

She has also served as a past Co-
President of Westfield TWIG of
Children’s Specialized Hospital, com-
mittee chairwoman of the Wilson El-
ementary School Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation and Co-Chairwoman of
Catherine’s Closet, Inc.

Mr. Fusaro has lived in Westfield for
the past 39 years. He is a 1979 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate, he earned
both a Bachelor of Science degree and a
master’s in civil engineering from the
New Jersey Institute of Technology
(NJIT). He currently owns a small busi-
ness specializing in commercial con-
struction, engineering and construction
management in the tri-state area.

For the past eight years, he has served
as a member of the Westfield Baseball
League’s Board of Directors and has
been President for the past four years.
Mr. Fusaro has also served as an officer
of the Westfield Basketball Association
and the Westfield Soccer Association.

He currently coaches youth baseball
and basketball and is a volunteer for the
Westfield PAL Football program and
the Westfield Lacrosse program. He is a
current member of the Westfield Col-
lege Men’s Club and the Westfield

Booster Association and is a former
member of Rotary Club of Westfield
and Westfield UNICO.

Mrs. Walsh recently completed nine
years of service on the Westfield Board
of Education. First elected to the board
in 1992, she served one year as vice
president and three years as president.

She is currently serving her fourth
year as Chief Volunteer Officer and
Chairwoman of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors and has been an
active member of the Westfield Area Y
Board of Directors for 14 years.

She was recently recognized for her
volunteer efforts as a recipient of the
“2005 Woman of Excellence Award” by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Commission on the Status
of Women.

Mr. Haas earned a doctorate degree
from the University of California in
optical electronics. Holding 10 patents
in his field, Dr. Haas currently works as
a director for a large electronics manu-
facturer.

He represented the third ward on the
Town Council in 2003. He was the coun-
cil liaison to the Board of Health, the
Tree Preservation Commission and
PANDA, as well as a member of the
Planning Board.

Mr. Haas served for six years on the
Board of Adjustment and, prior to that,
he was a member of Past Mayor Jardim’s
Expenditure Review Board.

Dr. Haas is a member of the WHS Ice
Hockey Association board, the Rotary
Club of Westfield, and the Friends of
Westfield Memorial Library.

Mr. Leuthold, Administrative Director
of Radiology at Pascack Valley Hospital in
Bergen County, holds two undergraduate
degrees from the University of Vermont
and a master’s degree from New York
University. He has over 12 years experi-
ence as a healthcare professional with more
than nine years in management.

His record of community service in-
cludes being a member of the Westfield
Y’s Men’s Club, and a manager and
assistant coach in Westfield’s baseball
and soccer leagues.

Mr. Bigosinski has been a practicing
attorney for the past 11 years. He is a
graduate of Rutgers University and re-
ceived his law degree from the Seton
Hall Law School in Newark.

He currently serves as one of three
members of the Westfield Tree Preser-
vation Commission.
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Field Project
What followed was a lengthy deliberation
on a subject for which she said, “there is no
case law” to direct policy.

The board ultimately approved the
policy for first reading with a number of
amendments for the purpose of clarifica-
tion.

Tuesday’s meeting also marked the end
of Ms. Gardner’s nine years serving the
community as a board member. President
Anne Riegel presented Ms. Gardner with
a resolution lauding her “dedication to the
children of Westfield.”

Ms. Gardner’s three consecutive terms
lasted from 1996 to this year, and she has
served with over 20 different board mem-
bers. Additionally, she served as president
from 2001 to 2004 and was also the chair-
woman of the board’s Policy Committee
for five of her nine years.

Ms. Gardner thanked both the commu-
nity and her fellow board members, say-
ing that she received “tremendous plea-
sure” during her time as a member of the
board. She called the board an example of
“deliberative democracy in progress,” and
she made note of the “enormous change”
that the district has seen in the last nine
years.

The changes include enrollment
growth of almost 1,000 students, as well
as the massive integration of all forms of
technology into the district’s curriculum.

In addition to Tuesday being Ms.
Gardner’s last meeting, the board also
accepted the retirements of 16 Westfield
staff members.

Between them, this group of teachers
represents 468 years of service to Westfield.
The list included two teachers who have
served the community for more than 40
years, and five who have taught for over 30
years.

The board’s next public meeting will be
held on April 26, when the winners of next
week’s annual school election will be
sworn in.

budget.
Last year, because of the same formula,

the library had a $49,000 increase. The
mayor said that the borough’s library did
not request the additional funding that he
did not like to see this mandated increase
“passed on to the taxpayer.” The mayor
stated, “next year, we will see this again as
Mountainside is building $30 million in
new homes.”

At prior council meetings, Mayor
Viglianti noted that money was also being
appropriated for the mandated ordinance
from the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. Second reading and
council action is scheduled on this matter
at the Tuesday, April 19 meeting.

Mayor Viglianti stated that, because of
the mandated ordinance, called the Storm
Water Control and Flooding Plan Ordi-
nance, Mountainside and all other New
Jersey municipalities must comply with
all of the engineering requirements of the
ordinance, as well as map all of the storm
sewer drains.

The governing body did acknowledge
that an $8,468 grant had been awarded to
the borough this past winter to help com-
ply with the ordinance.

Other ordinances scheduled for a sec-
ond reading at next week’s meeting in-
clude: an ordinance supplementing regu-
lations regarding road opening permits on
newly paved roads and an ordinance to
reduce the speed limit from 35 to 30 miles
per hour on New Providence Road from
Deer Path to Tracy Drive.

Finally, it was noted that Councilman
Paul Mirabelli and Councilman Keith
Turner would be running again for their
council seats. Councilman Mirabelli will
vie for a fourth term and Councilman
Turner will be returning for a sixth term.

According to the Borough Clerk Judy
Osty, both men are running unopposed in
the June primary as well the November
General Election as no borough Demo-
crats filed nominating petitions by
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline.
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Women Achievers in 1999.
Ms. Ormsby Cary was Senior Vice

President at United Way and is co-
president of Tamaques Elementary
School’s Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO). PTO officers oversee more than
10 fundraising events and 30 service
events for the school. This year, the
organization is spearheading an effort
to purchase new playground equip-
ment.

Before becoming PTO Co-Presi-
dent, she served as Co-Vice President
of the PTO. She ran the Book Fair at
Tamaques for four years, and served
as variety show director for five years.
At the Edison Intermediate School,
the candidate has served as a chaper-
one on the eighth grade trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. and is currently co-chair-
ing the eighth grade party committee.

Ms. Ormbsy Cary and her husband,
Larry Cary, a partner at the New York
law firm of Cary Kane LLP, have lived
in Westfield for 10 years. They have two
sons, Charles, who will enter high school
next year, and William, a fourth grader
at Tamaques School.

Ms. Hunnicutt and her husband,
George Bogatoa, have lived in Westfield
since 1984, although he is a native of
Westfield.

The candidate graduated cum laude
from Ball State University with a degree
in music. She received her master’s de-
gree in music composition from the
University of Michigan. Her studies also
include participation in the Interpreter
for the Deaf Program at Union County
College.

A former professional musician along
with her husband, Mrs. Hunnicutt is
currently the director for the Statewide
Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN), an
organization that educates parents with
children 14 and over who have disabili-
ties transition from the school environ-
ment into the real world. In this role, she
offers workshops throughout the state
to parents and educators on parent and
professional collaboration, transition,
and other topics. She has presented at
New Jersey Education Association con-
ferences and other educational work-
shops.

The mother of five children ranging
in age from 15 to 25, Ms. Hunnicutt
currently has two sons attending
Westfield High School. One is a fresh-
man and the other, a junior. Her other
three children were also the product of
the Westfield school system.

Ms. Hunnicutt currently serves as the
Board of Education Facilities Commit-
tee Chairwoman, and was involved in
the track and artificial turf field project
that recently passed in a bond referen-
dum.

Ms. Hunnicutt was appointed by the
governor’s office to represent parents
on the State Rehabilitation Council and
the Disability subcommittee for the State
Employment and Training Commission
for the Department of Labor. She has
just finished a four-year term as Reha-
bilitation Council chairwoman. She is
also a member of the state special needs
advisory group for the Commission on
Higher Education, and the state charac-
ter advisory council for the state De-
partment of Education.

Mr. McCready has lived in Westfield
for 10 years. His oldest child attends
Roosevelt Intermediate School and his
two youngest are students at Wilson
Elementary School.

He and his wife, Jane, have three
children in Westfield’s schools, where
they moved from Manhattan in 1994.
After a short stint in California in
2000, they returned to Westfield. Their
oldest son, Ben, is a sixth grader at
Roosevelt. Madeline attends third
grade at Wilson, and Charlie is a first
grader at Wilson.

The candidate holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from Columbia College, including
coursework at Teachers College. He has
volunteered for a variety of roles for the
Westfield Public Schools, including the
Technology Committee where he coor-
dinated the installation of the first com-
puters and networks in the elementary
school libraries.

He has also served on the Strategic
Planning Committee in 1998, and served
as Co-President of the Advanced Learn-
ing Program Parents Association for
two years.

Mr. McCready is currently employed
as computer systems manager for
Sumitomo Mitsui, a Japanese bank
whose technology operations are lo-
cated in Jersey City. Previously, he has
worked in technology management po-
sitions for Cantor Fitzgerald/eSpeed,
the American Stock Exchange and
TIAA-CREF. He has consulted for law
firms and a Manhattan newspaper. He
began his career as a corporate instruc-
tor for the Digital Equipment Corpora-
tion.

Mr. Dorry, who is currently employed
as a general council with Net2Phone
Global Services, has lived in Westfield
for nine years and in New Jersey his
entire life. He and his wife, Sharon, a
registered nurse who now works as a
homemaker, have three daughters age
nine, seven and five. All three girls at-
tend Tamaques School.

He graduated from Boston College
with a bachelor’s degree in economics
and philosophy. He also earned a law
degree from the Seton Hall Law School
in Newark.

The school election will be held on
Tuesday, April 19. Polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

and has coached girls and boys soccer
and baseball.

“I have been involved with
Mountainside children for 22 years,” he
told The Westfield Leader. “This is just
another way for me to get involved.”

School board elections will take place
on Tuesday, April 19, from 2 to 9 p.m.

‘Mews’ Redevelopment
Project To Begin Soon

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD- The redevelopment
of the old Thomas and Betts site, lo-
cated across from the ShopRite will
soon be underway following some
adjustments to a plan that had previ-
ously been approved by the borough’s
planning board back in March of 2004,
it was announced by officials at
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.

ARC properties will be construct-
ing 21,000 square feet of retail space in
a “Main Street” setting. The residen-
tial-commercial development will have
84 residential units, 44 townhouses
and 40 apartments, with 20 retail stores.
A fall 2005 occupancy is expected.

In other business, Tuesday’s work-
shop session focused primarily on ad-
justments to the plan which mainly
involved height specifications to the
buildings. Developers of The Mews
project had requested that the first floor
height of the storefront and apartment
building that faces North Avenue be
raised three feet more to a 15-foot
height. The governing body has not yet
amended the re-development plan but
most likely will soon.

Pedestrian safety issues were also of
some concern at the previous meeting
to which ARC responded to by adding
wrought-iron railings to contain pe-
destrian traffic flow. Sprinklers for fire
safety were added as well.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy inquired,
“How is this (the height adjustments)
going to be advantageous to the town?”
The ARC representative responded that
since they are adding the height to it, it
would attract more tenants. Restau-
rants often want greater height for
ambience as well.

Also during the workshop session,
Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
brought the governing body up to date
on the borough’s sidewalk program.
Six storm water ordinances have been
completed and will be sent to the mu-
nicipal clerk at the end of the week.
Only two bids ($91,000 and $95,000)
were received on the sidewalk pro-
gram.

The cost will be $75,000 for the
sidewalks and $16,000 for the parking
lot. The money will come from a
$10,000 grant from community devel-
opment funds and $49,000 in capital
funds already designated for this
project.

There are some concerns regarding
the borough’s ability to fund this
project. Years ago, Hess put monitor-
ing wells into the borough parking lot
and said that they would make the

repairs when they are extracted. Bor-
ough attorney Robert Renaud said he
would check to see if Hess is ready to
pull those monitoring wells at this
time.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
made reference to the fact that the last
time the borough did sidewalk work
was in 2001-2002 and that the people
of Garwood have been very patient.
The grants must be awarded by the last
council meeting in May, officials said.

Councilman Walter Tucker also
pointed out some other sidewalks in
town that are in very poor shape on
North Avenue as you come into town.

Councilman William Schadewald
stated, “It is impossible to walk on
these sidewalks because of the rooted
trees, and it’s a state road so we can’t
touch the trees.”

During the public session of the
workshop meeting, Garwood residents
Ann Leonard and Bruce Paterson
brought forth some concerns over the
old Independence Bank building, lo-
cated at 345 South Avenue, that was
demolished.

The owner of MSI computers is
relocating to this site. Apparently, dur-
ing the reconstruction, the contractor
did not follow the blue print and a
three-story wall was erected too early
in the plans.

The residents said they are worried
that the wall could fall. Rich Belluscio,
the borough’s construction code offi-
cial, will look into the issue.

Mayor McCarthy said that he thinks
the contractor put the braces up so that
would not happen, but that officials
would check into it.

During the meeting’s regular ses-
sion, Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio gave a summary on the
Garwood school budget. The total bud-
get for 2005-2006 is $6,482,000, which
represents a total increase of $189,000
in spending.

There would be no increase in the local
tax levy due to an increase of $214,000 in
miscellaneous income, said Council-
woman Villaggio. Part of this is due to the
offset of the receipt of the de-
regionalization dollars the borough re-
ceived as part of a lawsuit settlement
following the breakup of the former Union
County Regional High School District.

Councilman Victor DeFilippo’s re-
ported on NJ Transit’s plan to build
another tunnel to New York.

“This is a $5 billion dollar plan that
will add 4,400 future jobs. It will also
double the rail capacity into New York
from New Jersey,” Councilman
DeFilippo said.

where for us to go,’” Councilman Ciarrocca
said.

During the public session, Jim Baker of
Lincoln Road questioned the status of im-
provements to municipal parking lots one
and eight at Elm and Prospect Streets. He
had previously raised a point on the expense
of a potential environmental cleanup of the
lots, given the fact that a gasoline station was
previously located on one of the parking lots.
The town plans on reconfiguring the lots to
create one large lot and, in the process,
increase parking capacity.

Mr. Gildea said the town wants to redo
the lots, improve the aesthetic look of the
lots, as well as do the necessary environ-
mental remediation “at the same time.”

“God forbid that thing should cost us a
lot of money, would that eat into that
$700,000 to $800,000 we are talking about
here?” Mr. Baker questioned. Mr. Gildea
said the project has to be sent out for bid.

He said the environmental remediation
work would not be paid out of monies set
aside for downtown parking improvements.

Mr. Gildea noted that he hopes the town
will regain access to spaces in the Waterson
Street commuter parking lot by the end of
May. Department of Transportation crews
completing improvement to the South
Avenue traffic circle are currently using
the spaces.

On another matter, Councilman Sal
Caruana asked town officials to submit
more information on a loan arrangement
by the owners of the Northside Trattoria
on Prospect Street, which was used to
purchase a full liquor license previously
owned by now defunct Wyckoff’s Steak
House on North Avenue.

Councilman Caruana said he was con-
cerned that unless the loan included inter-
est payments and a maturity date in the
agreement, the Internal Revenue Service
might consider it a gift instead of a loan.

“These are not problems that affect us,”
responded Councilman Rafael Betancourt.

Councilman Caruana said that he was,
“not trying to give anybody a hard time.
It’s just a matter of form.”

The mayor and council must approve
the transfer of the liquor license sought by
the Northside Trattoria. Per the town code,
only restaurants with full liquor licenses
can have a bar area.

There are four full bar licenses in town.
In addition to the one bought by the
Northside Trattoria, the Jolly Trolley on
North Avenue, Jeffery’s on Central Av-
enue and the Echo Lake Country Club
hold the others.

There are other liquor licenses in town
of limited scope, enabling the holder to
serve alcoholic beverages only at a table
where food is provided.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said he
would ask the Northside Trattoria owners
to provide the additional information. Mr.
Gildea said he expected the license trans-
fer would be on the council’s Tuesday,
April 19 regular meeting agenda for con-
sideration by the governing body.

The council went into closed session to
discuss continuation litigation filed by
Newpointe Realty, LLC concerning the
proposed Ward & O’Donnell Develop-
ment Co., Inc. proposal for an age-re-
stricted development in the downtown on
Prospect Street between East Broad Street
and Ferris Place.


