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Audrey Fisch (D)
1st Ward Candidate

‘Election Night Live’
Will Air on TV-36
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will televise
“Election Night Live” beginning at
9:15 p.m. on Tuesday, April 19, on
TV-36 from the Westfield High
School studio.

Election results will be announced
as they are received on the 2005-
2006 school budget, as well as the
three open seats on the Westfield
Board of Education.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William Foley will host the show.

David Haas (D)
3rd Ward Candidate

Tom Bigosinski (D)
4th Ward Candidate

Tom Jardim (D)
Mayoral Candidate

Andy Skibitsky (R)
Mayoral Candidate

Borough Residents to Vote on $13 Mil. Budget;
Sergeant Scot Worswick Confirmed as Write-In

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education will
be seeking support from residents for
their $13,279,940 total budget for the
2005-2006 school year on Tuesday,
April 19. Residents will also be asked
to vote for their choice of candidates
in the school board election.

Specifics of the budget include an
operating budget of $11,917,479, a
Spending Growth Limitation Adjust-
ment (SGLA) in the amount of

$219,464 and a Capital Outlay SGLA
in the amount of $491,526. The Capi-
tal Reserve amount of $651,471 and
a tax levy of $9,704,615 are also
included in the budget.

Superintendent of the Union
County Department of Education Dr.
Carmen Centuolo originally declined
the proposed budget. She recom-
mended that the board adjust the dis-
tribution of the dissolution fund re-
ceived from the deregionalization.
After her suggestions were taken, Dr.
Centuolo then approved the budget.

Mountainside Police Sergeant Scot
Worswick has formally announced that
he will be seeking a seat on the board.
Sgt. Worswick will be added to the
ballot as a write-in candidate at the
polls on April 19. In order to secure a
victory, he must obtain at least 10 votes.

Incumbent John Perrin is also seek-
ing reelection to the board. Board Presi-
dent Peter Goggi, whose seat is up for
grabs, will not be seeking another term.

Mr. Perrin and Sgt. Worswick will

be vying for two empty seats on the
board. No other write-in candidates
have announced their intent to run, so
the election could prove to be a shoe-
in for the two candidates.

Sgt. Worswick has a Masters in
Public Administration degree and a
Bachelor’s in Public Administration
and Criminal Justice degree, both
from Kean University.

He has been a member of the
Mountainside Police Department for
22 years and has been  teaching at the
Union County Police Academy since
1985. He was promoted to the rank of
Sergeant in 1994.

Sgt. Worswick was a Deerfield
School Resource Officer and a Juve-
nile Officer. For the past 12 years, he
has been the Mountainside D.A.R.E.
Officer. For the past seven years, he
has been the President of the
Mountainside Police Athletic League.

Scot and his wife, Carol, have been
Mountainside residents for 13 years.
They have three children in the school

district in the third, fifth and seventh
grade, all who attend Deerfield
School. Mrs. Worswick is a school-
teacher in New Providence.

Sgt. Worswick has been a substi-
tute teacher at Deerfield School for
the past six years. He also coaches
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1st Ward Candidate
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2nd Ward Candidate

Vicki Kimmins (R)
2nd Ward Candidate

Darielle Walsh (R)
3rd Ward Candidate

Eric Leuthold (R)
4th Ward Candidate
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Three-Yr. Parking Improvements Plan
Will Be Unveiled by Panel on April 26

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee is expected to make rec-
ommendations on downtown parking
improvements within the next two
weeks, Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca announced at Tuesday
night’s council agenda meeting.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee
would make a presentation to the full
council at its Tuesday, April 26, agenda
meeting on a three-year plan for down-
town parking improvements. A total
of $500,000 has been set aside for
improvements in this year’s capital
budget.

The parking plan will focus on many
things including reallocation of spaces
as well as increasing capacity and

improving efficiency of the parking
system. The improvements follow last
November’s defeat by voters of a
downtown parking deck.

Mr. Ciarrocca said that $700,000
to $800,000 in improvements needs
to be done this year.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said that $500,000, already available
this year, includes $400,000 from the
capital improvement fund. Another
$100,000  has been left over from the
town’s parking ordinance from the
last few years. He said the council
might have to appropriate additional
monies to the budget to meet all the
objectives in the proposed parking
improvement plan.

The Parking Committee met with
Parking Services Director John Mor-
gan prior to Tuesday’s council meet-

ing.
“We had a very good meeting to-

night. It has given us a good outline of
what we are referring to as a three-
year plan,” said Mr. Gildea, noting
the plan would include “across the
board improvements in all of our park-
ing areas in town, aesthetic and other-
wise.”

Councilman Ciarrocca noted that
the town has stepped up enforcement
efforts to remove downtown employ-
ees from parking in short-term spaces
intended for shoppers.

He said long-term spaces are avail-
able everyday on Orchard Street and
Walnut Avenue for employees.

“There are places for those em-
ployees to go so they can’t say ‘we’re
starting to get tickets but there is no

Voters Will Decide $66 Mil.
School Tax Levy, Three Seats

By MICHELLE HELEN LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Voters in Westfield
will go to the polls on Tuesday, April
19, to decide the fate of the $66 mil-
lion proposed school tax levy that
will fund this year’s $77 million bud-
get and which of the five candidates
will fill three
available seats
on the school
board.

If passed, the
school tax levy
would raise taxes
$324 on a home
assessed at
$180,000. The
overall spending
plan represents a
4.85 percent in-
crease over last year.

Arlene Gardner, who served as the
board president and has been a mem-
ber of the school board since 1996,
opted not to seek reelection.

Incumbents William Ziff and Alice
Hunnicutt are joined in this year’s
race by Steven Dorry, Gary
McCready, and Ann Ormsby Cary.

Mr. Ziff, an attorney in Westfield,
is seeking his second term on the
board. He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in History from the American
University, a Masters of Science de-

gree from Tulane University and a
law degree from the Delaware Law
School.

A resident of Westfield since 1994,
he currently serves on the town’s plan-
ning board and ran for Town Council
in 2000.

At his downtown Westfield office,

Mr. Ziff specializes in the representa-
tion of insurance companies and self-
insured’s. His wife, Heidi, works as a
mental health counselor for the Em-
ployee Assistance Program. Their 10-
year-old son attends Washington El-
ementary School.

He is currently the Standing Secre-
tary, District XII Ethics Committee.

A graduate of Drew University,
Ms. Ormsby Cary earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English Literature
and Writing. She received a master’s
degree from the Graduate School of

Journalism at New York University.
Before becoming a fulltime home-

maker, she worked for 20 years in
public relations. She was the Senior
Vice President for Marketing Com-
munications at the United Way of
New York City. She was the Director
of Public Affairs for the New York

City Bar Association and also served
as an Assistant Press Secretary for the
New York City Council.

Since moving to Westfield, Ms.
Ormsby Cary has been a consultant
to the United Way of Westfield and
the Trinitas Health Foundation in
Elizabeth. Currently, she serves on
the Strategic Communications Advi-
sory Board for Columbia University’s
Master’s Degree Program in Strate-
gic Communications and was in-
ducted into the YWCA Academy of

Jardim to Face Skibitsky
In Race for Town Mayor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
Democratic Mayor Tom Jardim will
face off against first-term Republican
Councilman Andy Skitbitsky in the
race to succeed Republican Mayor
Greg McDermott this fall.

When elected in 1996, Mr. Jardim
was the first Democrat
to serve as mayor of
Westfield since 1912.

Mr. Jardim is joined on
the Democratic line by
Audrey Fisch, First Ward;
Frank Fusaro, Second
Ward; Dave Haas, Third
Ward, and Tom
Bigosinski, Fourth Ward.

Joining Councilman
Skibitsky, who repre-
sents the Third Ward on
the GOP ticket are incumbent Sal
Caruana in the First Ward; Vicki
Kimmins, Second Ward; Darielle
Walsh, Third Ward, and Eric Leuthold,
Fourth Ward.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
Chairman of the Westfield Republi-
can Committee, said the Republican
candidates are “an incredibly ener-
getic and talented group of people,”
who will “move Westfield forward
into the future.”

Councilman Skibitsky, who was
nominated by the Westfield Republi-

can Town Committee over Mr. Caruana
in February, said the GOP candidates
“come from diverse backgrounds, but
we all value public service and giving
back to the community.”

“I’m looking forward to working
with them to meet Westfield resi-
dents, hear about their concerns, and
make our town a better place for
taxpayers and for families,” Council-
man Skibitsky said.

Mr. Rotter was energetic in an-
nouncing the return of Mr. Jardim to
head the Democratic line this No-
vember for the first time since 1998.

“We need to re-elect Mayor Tom
Jardim to get Westfield back on track
by preserving and protecting our
neighborhoods and making our streets
cleaner and safer. When he served as
mayor, Tom demonstrated the leader-
ship skills necessary to bring together
people, regardless of political affilia-
tion, all working for the common

good of the town,” Mr. Rotter said.
Councilman Skibitsky was elected

to his seat in November of 2002, and
noted he has worked to improve traf-
fic safety by initiating effective and
programs such as the TEAM and
DROP programs and Citizen Radar.
He currently serves as Vice-Chair-

man of the Public Works Com-
mittee and is a member of the
Public Safety, Parking and Trans-
portation Committee.

He graduated cum laude from
Rider University and has worked for
Schering-Plough for the last 16 years.

Former Mayor Jardim stated,
“My time away from local elective
office has also provided me greater

perspective on
how important
town govern-
ment can be in
our daily lives.
And I again find
myself asking,
why aren’t our
streets safer and
cleaner? Why
are developers
being allowed
to alter forever

the character of some of our neighbor-
hoods? Why do we spend so much
time — and money – endlessly study-
ing problems rather than fixing them? In
my view, we need to get back to basics.”

Mr. Jardim graduated from Ameri-
can University in Washington, D.C.
in 1993, where he received a law
degree and a master’s degree in for-
eign affairs. He served as Westfield
Mayor from 1997 to 2001.

During his tenure as mayor, he was
President of the Union County League
of Municipalities. A lawyer in
Morristown, he serves on the boards of
the Westfield Foundation, Westfield
Neighborhood Council, Westfield In-
terfaith Community Preservation As-
sociation, Raritan Valley Line Com-
muter Coalition, Morristown Commu-
nity Theatre and Ceasefire New Jersey.

First elected to office in 2002, Coun-
cilman Caruana is President of Foster
Capital Corporation, an investment
management firm he founded in 1991.
He has lived in Westfield since 1993.
He is currently in his third year as a
Director of the United Way and is in

Borough’s Municipal Budget Slated
For Review By Council Next Week

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti announced at Tuesday
night’s Borough Council agenda meet-
ing that the municipal budget for the
borough would be ready for members
of the council to review by next week.

The mayor noted that there was
three big increases in the budget,
which included insurance premiums,

worker’s compensation insurance and
fees for the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority.

He stated that in the budget for
2004 there was $1.8 million allotted
for surplus and that only $1.445 mil-
lion was replenished.

“We cannot keep taking from our
surplus,” the mayor said.

He did note, however, that a pay-
ment of $175,000 from the settle-

ment of the board of education’s de-
regionalization suit was recently put
into the surplus.

The mayor stated that, because of
mandated increases from the state
and from rising insurance costs, the
average Mountainside household will
see an average increase of $93 to
$100 in their tax bill to support mu-
nicipal services this year.

Earlier in the year, the mayor had
noted that, because of the major in-
creases mandated by a formula from
the state, the library must be given an
increase of $60,000 in next year’s

Work on Turf Field
At Kehler Stadium
To Begin In June

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board
of Education Secretary Robert
Berman revealed at Tuesday night’s
board meeting that construction on
the new artificial turf field and new
track at Kehler Stadium will start
on or about Monday, June 6.

The bid opening date for the
project is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 26, and the bid will be
awarded on Tuesday, May 17.
Currently, the school district is
courting four different compa-
nies for bids on the new field and
track, Mr. Berman stated.

Mr. Berman and Facilities
Committee Chairwoman Alice
Hunnicutt, have visited four dif-
ferent sites, each site represent-
ing one of the companies that are
expected to compete for the bid.

“We’ve done a lot of investiga-
tion,” said Ms. Hunnicutt.

The pair visited Livingston High
School, Watchung Hills Regional
High School in New Jersey and
Wilton High School and Greenwich
High School in Connecticut. Each
of the companies that installed fields
at these facilities uses a different
style of turf field on its projects.

Variables include whether or not
the lines on the fields are painted
on or sewn into the turf, as well as
whether or not the turf is filled
with rubber or a combination of
sand and rubber. The rubber in the
turf can be either ambient rubber,
which means the rubber is shred-
ded and then placed in the infill, or
cryogenic rubber, which is frozen
and then shattered. The shattered
rubber is then used on the infill.

Carpet weight, which can vary
from 33 to 51 ounces per square foot
and impacts the firmness of the field,
must also be taken into account.

The bid will be awarded based
on both price and each company’s
ability to meet the district’s bid
specifications.

The board also held a discus-
sion about its use of electronic
communication, and whether or
not the sending of sequential e-
mails could constitute a violation
of the Open Public Meetings Act.

Policy Committee Chair-
woman Arlene Gardner brought
a policy concerning the subject
before the board for first reading.


