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Westfielder Hopes Bike Race
Encourages Others to Exercise

Westfielder Thinks Schools Should Be
More Secure Like Cranford System

Shoobs Family Looks
Forward to Bike Race
We felt the need to state a positive

opinion on the Westfield Criterium Bike
race after the extremely negative one ex-
pressed in The Westfield Leader of 3/31.

When notice of the race was delivered
to our house last spring, our family marked
the calendar in anticipation of a fun day.
We live at the corner of Park and Summit,
and according to the map supplied by the
race organizers; our house was at the start
and the finish line.

We invited friends over and made a
party out of it! It was a beautiful, warm
sunny day, our son had a very profitable
lemonade stand with his friends, and we
got a chance to visit with friends and
neighbors after the long winter.

On the whole, we found the race orga-
nizers and competitors to be courteous
and polite. One of the racers was a former
Olympian who graciously took the time
to talk with a bunch of kids and sign
autographs for them. I had no problem
getting out of my driveway for the one
errand we had to run during the race.

The port-a-potty across the street in the
traffic triangle bothered no one. People
politely asked if they could sit on our lawn,
and isn’t that what lawns are for? There
was no detritus left behind in our yard. We
wish we could say the same for the numer-
ous students and commuters who treat our
corner as a trashcan as they walk past.

Our only disappointment in this year’s
race, is that the finish line has been moved
out of view of our yard. Of course our
view during the race is undisturbed.

We’re looking forward to it, and hope
that it continues in our neighborhood in
the years to come. Come on over, we’ll be
on the corner drinking lemonade!

Abbie Shoobs
Westfield

As the school board election ap-
proaches, and candidates make their final
attempts to gain public support, I would
like to propose that everyone involved
stop and think about an issue that has not
yet been properly addressed in the Town
of Westfield — Safety.

In a post-Columbine and 9/11 world,
why Westfield school doors remain open
to the public all day long baffles me. I can
walk into my child’s school during the
school day at any time and pass unnoticed
and unquestioned.

I could do the same at my child’s former
school in town, but I don’t own a gun and
I don’t have malicious intentions. Per-
haps school officials intend to make a
statement about the perceived safety of
our town by leaving school doors un-
locked, but it’s time to get real.

Our neighbor, Cranford, took a proac-
tive step four years ago to secure the
safety of all of Cranford’s students and
staff. Security cameras were placed above
the entrance doors to each school and
doorbells were installed. Today, you can-
not enter a school in Cranford after the
late bell has rung unless you are buzzed
in. In essence, no one goes unnoticed and

no one is unaccounted for by the start of
the school day.

Additionally, teachers and administra-
tors are required to wear photo identifica-
tion further insuring that strangers to the
building are readily spotted and ques-
tioned. If you work with children in
Cranford and are a part of the school
community, you know the rules, you fol-
low them, and are thankful that the super-
intendent and school board are focused
on this issue.

Westfield is known for its top-notch
educators and schools. It is a town that
fully supports its students and the people
who nurture their growth each day. It is
time to devote funds and technological
resources to securing our schools and
making sure that the people in them are
truly protected.

In general, we do live in a very safe
place, thanks to our police department
and to each other, but why allow even the
slightest chance for things to go awry?
Westfield’s schools and its children de-
serve better.

Lori Kraemer, Westfield
Cranford Teacher

I was extremely delighted to learn that
the Westfield Classic bicycle race will
once again (for the second year) be held in
Westfield this spring.

Some residents have written to this
paper to express their unhappiness at be-
ing inconvenienced by the race. I would

encourage them to park their cars outside
the boundaries of the race and walk to
their cars to run their errands. The exer-
cise will be good for them and the incon-
venience minimal.

Though my family does not live in the
race area, I wish we did. In fact, I would
love it if the race were moved to my
neighborhood. You see, America is in the
midst of an obesity epidemic and cycling
is an excellent way to get exercise that
combines calorie burning workouts with
tremendous fun.

My feeling is that people and kids need
to see exercise as fun and exciting in order
to be enticed to begin a healthy lifestyle.
This Criterium race is just the beginning
and will provide a real life, up close and
personal window into the joys and ben-
efits of exercise.

These races are held multiple times per
year in nearly every town in Germany,
Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, Portu-
gal, the United Kingdom and other Euro-
pean countries. Is it a coincidence that
those countries do not have an obesity
epidemic? I think not.

Westfielders and all Americans should
encourage these races to be held in their
towns for this reason alone. However, as
they become more popular - which they
almost certainly will - the increased level
of business to the town’s merchants will
be significant as folks from neighboring
towns come to Westfield to enjoy the fun
and intense competition of the race.

Bravo to the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, Cranford Bike Team, and
Carmichael Training Systems for choos-
ing to hold the race in Westfield!

By the way, I have been cycling seri-
ously now for the past 31/2 years. I have
lost some 40 pounds, feel better than I
have ever felt, have made many new
friends, can eat more than ever and still
keep the weight off, and have lowered
significantly my cholesterol and blood
pressure without taking any drugs - all
because of cycling.

I started cycling in 2001 because of my
fascination with Lance Armstrong’s tre-
mendous performance in the Tour de
France. My vision and hope is that the
Westfield Classic bicycle race may lead
to other Westfielders adopting a healthy
lifestyle (that includes cycling) and reap
the numerous benefits of doing so.

Anthony Cook
Westfield

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE President
Responds to School Budget Editorial

As a follow up to the Leader/Times
editorial of March 31, I would like to offer
information that may help readers under-
stand some of the points the writer tried to
make. The editorial notes that school fi-
nance is a complicated subject and it’s
hard to know what questions to ask. We in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) school
community think it’s helpful to get the
full picture before jumping to conclu-
sions.

The editorial wonders “who or what
are these ‘others?’” in referring to a cat-
egory of students, “…as they play a large
role in the numbers.” Most of the “others”
are special education students, and the
reasons they have increased are many.

In 1995, these students were mostly
included in the total enrollment number.
So the 3,996-student enrollment figure
the editorial gave for SP-F included in-
district special education students. The
82 others were out-of-district students in
various categories.

However, since 1995 the state has
changed how school districts must report
their enrollments. Special education stu-
dents now are listed in separate catego-
ries. So the current enrollment for SP-F is
5,090 in-school students (27.5% increase
since 1995), of which 590 are in-district
special education students. The district
also sends over 100 students out-of-dis-
trict for special education, vocational-
technical and shared-time programs.

To compare apples to apples using the
editorial’s numbers, the SP-F in-school
enrollment has grown from 3,996 to 5,090
in 10 years. The out-of-district enroll-
ment has increased from 82 to 106 (29%).

Special education costs have increased
over the past 10 years for a variety of
reasons:

General growing enrollment bringing
more students of all categories;

Better diagnosis and evaluation classi-
fying more children needing special ser-

vices, either in self-contained special edu-
cation classrooms, in resource rooms for
part of the day or mainstreamed into the
regular classroom, but needing more
teachers for team teaching and more in-
structional aides;

The increasing amount of required ser-
vices, such as occupational therapy, physi-
cal therapy, assisted technology support,
such as hearing devices and microphones,
and summer programs;

A growing pre-school handicapped and
autistic population;

Medical and psychiatric evaluations as
required by the state;

The rising cost of out-of-district place-
ments; Most out-of-district placements in
1995 cost less than $40,000 per year.
Now approximately half of the place-
ments cost more than $40,000 each.

And a last, very important reason – the
pitiful amount of state funding received
by local school districts. In SP-F’s case,
we spend $11.3 million on special educa-
tion and receive $2.9 million in state aid.

The editorial suggests we “avoid the
state’s unfunded mandates.” Besides be-
ing illegal and bringing strong sanctions
on us, such actions would not give much-
needed services to our special education
population. We value all of our children
and try to provide the services that each
needs. It is not their fault that special
education is expensive.

But it is the fault of the state govern-
ment that local taxpayers are left on their
own to meet this need. If state aid was
assigned to each special education stu-
dent and followed that student as he or she
moved from district to district, the cost of
educating our most vulnerable children
would be born equitably and the relief to
local taxpayers statewide would be im-
mense.

The editorial also opines “the size of
the increase in school expenditures can-
not be fully explained by the increase in

reported enrollment and general inflation
alone.” That’s true. Besides growing en-
rollment (1,094 students in 10 years) and
special education costs, schools are now
called on to keep up with technology,
provide elementary world languages,
mainstream special education students
back into the classroom, provide profes-
sional development for the young teach-
ers replacing the generation of teachers
reaching retirement, and pay escalating
insurance premiums.

And in the case of SP-F and other area
districts, we must repay the bonds that
have allowed us to provide badly needed
repairs and additions to our schools. We
are fighting to maintain program and class
sizes, not provide “smaller classes,” as
the editorial stated.

All of this we would have explained
had this newspaper asked us. Instead, we
were not given an opportunity to clarify
information or check the accuracy of the
numbers used in an editorial that was
really about Westfield.

I must protest your focus on SP-F only
when you want to make a comparison
with Westfield.

At this school budget election time
you, newspaper, and we, the Board of
Education, have a responsibility to in-
form the electorate and make sure the
voters know what’s driving the cost of
education and what’s keeping property
values high locally.

An editorial that implies our school
district is hiding information and that
gives only part of the picture does a dis-
service to a community that is trying hard
to present a fair budget that limits spend-
ing growth, but at the same time main-
tains a quality educational system.

Linda Nelson
President

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education

Scotch Plains Reader Responds to Call
For Ideas to Fix School Funding

Last week’s editorial, “Can a Fix Be
Found for Exploding School Costs &
State Mandates,” is an important topic.

There were three key points in your
editorial:

1. There has been an “explosion in the
number of students classified as ‘others’
though you are “not really sure who or
what these ‘others’ are, but they seem to
play a large role in the (budget) numbers.”

2. Educating children with learning
disabilities is expensive and mandated by
the state, and the state’s aid is inadequate
so we should do our utmost to avoid the
state’s unfunded mandates.

3. You characterize the subject as “com-
plicated” and you welcome the feedback
of someone who has good ideas.

The subject is not complicated. The
law requires a quality standard for edu-
cating all children. Local schools have
to implement and honor the law. Fed-
eral and state governments fail to de-
liver on the law’s funding requirements
every year.

Homeowners have to make up the dif-
ference through higher property taxes.

We are not tackling the root problem of
holding our legislators accountable for
getting the money to fund our schools that
we are due.

Let me address your other points.
Your “others” category is largely the

enrollment figures of children with learn-
ing disabilities. The various enrollment
categories are spelled out in the advertised
version of the school district’s budget.

Federal IDEA law requires our schools
to provide quality education for children
with learning disabilities. Your sugges-
tion to “avoid the state and their unfunded
mandates” would violate federal law.

Our schools implement the standards
of the law, whose indeed substantial costs
are in the advertised and unadvertised
(more detailed) versions of the school
budgets.

However, the real point is that both the
Federal and State created aid require-
ments that they consistently fail to fulfill.

In Scotch Plains this year, Special Edu-
cation cost $11 million. The state reim-
bursed $3 million while the Feds paid
$600,000. The State and Federal govern-
ment picked up a third of the tab. Local
property taxpayers funded the remaining
two thirds.

Federal government — by its own
IDEA law – is required to pay 40 percent.
Scotch Plains should have received $4.4
million from the Feds, not $600,000. That

is “short pay” of $3.8 million for the
current program.

Our federal legislators are not securing
the millions of dollars we are due under the
law; and therefore, homeowners are pay-
ing higher property taxes. The next time an
incumbent legislator boasts that he or she
has brought in say, $200,000, in education
relief, your readers should ask them what
they have done to get the real money – this
$3.8 million – that we are owed.

You ask for ideas to tackle this prob-
lem. Here are some:

Start by evaluating the real costs of
educating a child with an out-of-district
placement. Ask if the folks who run these
facilities are making an unreasonable profit.

Our congressman and state senators
need to fund these programs. All were
educators – two were teachers and one a
BOE member. Your paper should rou-
tinely score them on their results.

School boards and administrations
should be more engaged in pursuing aid,
too, and should document their efforts for
the public to see. This job has been largely
outsourced to the Garden State Coalition
advocacy group.

Change the NJ Constitution and stipu-
late the funding formula so that the annual
“budget appropriations law” cannot su-
persede the programs’ funding obligations.

You note that the local PTA, school
board and school administration will
market their budget to the community “in
hopes of approval at the polls.” Congratu-
lations to these folks for honoring the law
and delivering quality services.

You claimed that legislators seeking
re-election are vastly concerned about
this issue. I believe you are wrong. Leg-
islators seeking re-election are guaran-
teed their jobs thanks to gerrymandering
and a less than critical local press. The last
one is in your power to change.

Michael Smith
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Nullipara – A woman who has not

borne a child
2. Clachan – A hamlet in the Highlands

of Scotland
3. Strepitant – Noisy, loud
4. Eructation – The act of belching

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CASTRAMETATION
1. Marking or laying out of a military

camp
2. In military usage, a signal for retreat

or ceasefire
3. The cessation of natural selection in

generation
4. Revenge; reprisal

CARSE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Agitated; excited
3. Low, fertile land, adjacent to a river
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
ACROBATES

1. In aviation, a downward spiral
2. A dancer
3. A species of South African gazelle
4. Australian flying marsupial

GRAYWACKE
1. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
2. A conglomerate rock consisting of

rounded pebbles and sand firmly united
3. A scallop or large mollusk
4. A coarse product from tin dressing

DWC Encourages People to Contact
Organization Directly With Concerns
From time to time, the Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) is men-
tioned in newspaper letters to the editor.

For those people who want their views
and opinions simply published in the
newspaper without seeking answers or
a formal response, the letter to the edi-
tor is an excellent tool.

Regarding those who have questions,
concerns or ideas about our organization, its
policies, staff, volunteers or board mem-
bers, and are seeking a response, we encour-
age you to contact us directly, either in
person or in writing, to address these issues.

The DWC has an open door policy, in
full compliance with the open public
records and meetings act, and our staff
and board members are very accessible to
the public and the press. The office hours
are 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Phone messages, letters and emails
are monitored and addressed timely.

Our organization has over 100 volun-
teers, and we are always looking for
energetic, passionate volunteers to help
further the vision of the DWC. We rec-
ognize the importance of letters to the
newspaper, but respectfully request the
people with comments about our organi-
zation contact us directly in addition to
making their viewpoints public. We op-
erate as a formal office and respond to all
inquiries and concerns that are made
direct to us, while letters to the newspa-
per may offer subjectivity whether a
response is necessary or warranted.

David P. Martone
Chairman DWC

Community Thanked
For Finding Family Pet

This is a thank you letter to the great
people of the Scotch Plains and Westfield
area. Our dog, Murphy, recently turned
up missing and, through the goodness of
this community, we are happy to report
that he is home safe and sound.

We would especially like to thank the
kind people of the Gray Hill and Brookside
area of Scotch Plains. Without your help
we are not sure that we would have ever
found our beloved pet.

We were deeply touched by the out-
pouring of concern from people who
have never met us. During our search
we met with people who were out
searching, simply because they had
seen our fliers. We continue to receive
calls from folks who are concerned
about Murphy. A very special thanks
to Ashley, who was instrumental in
Murphy’s safe return.

We are so proud to be part of such a
caring community.

The Maines Family
Westfield

Summit Avenue
Resident Enjoys

Westfield Bike Race
I’d like the Downtown Westfield Cor-

poration and the organizers of the
Westfield Classic Criterium bike race to
know that not everyone shares the senti-
ments of Ms. Karlen who wrote to The
Westfield Leader last week. I live on the
600 block of Summit Avenue. My neigh-
bors and I are delighted that the race will
once again be held in our neighborhood.

In fact, I’m hosting a brunch on my
front lawn that morning for all my neigh-
bors and friends who will come out to
watch the race.

Last year we thoroughly enjoyed the
race. The neighborhood kids got a charge
out of participating in the kids race. Adults
and kids alike had fun cheering aloud for
our favorite racers in each heat. We
shouted encouragement to the stragglers
and whooped it up for the leaders.

The riders could not have been more
cordial. They came by after the races to
thank us all for our encouragement and
even hung around to sign autographs for
the kids.

Contrary to Ms. Karlen’s experience,
we found that the organizers went out of
their way to ensure that the street was left
clean of all debris. In fact, prior to the
race, they meticulously swept the street
clean of the many, many itchy balls that
fall from the sweet gum tree in my front
yard, as they would obviously have been
a hazard to the riders. Anyone who does
that has my undying gratitude.

I am sympathetic to some on the race
route who object to the noise and mild
inconvenience of race day, but the 600
block of Summit Avenue enjoys the spec-
tacle. So come on by our neighborhood
and cheer your hearts out. And please
stop by our neighborhood brunch. I’m
told my homemade lemon bars can make
a grown man cry.

Miriam Kulnis
Westfield

Spring, When Men Become Boys
It was a lost weekend. Starting last Saturday,  we

were deluged with rain and choked with flooding.
There was little evidence of spring – except that it
was opening day, Sunday night and the Yankees
clobbered their nemesis from ‘Beantown.’

Baseball is a sign of spring for the spectator,
but softball becomes the magic for the players
where a lawyer loses his suit, an accountant
forgets his pencil and an engineer sets aside his
calculator. Businessmen forget the bottom line
for an evening. The phenomenon occurs at this
time every year. It’s fun, sometimes hilarious.
It’s men’s softball where middle-aged men circle
the bases with a stride that can often be smaller
than their waistlines.

It happens all over the region on evenings and
weekends. One crucial element is a catchy name
for the team, and the name does not normally
describe the prowess on the playing field. There
are angels and saints battling when St. Jude’s
might maul St. Paul’s. In a Family Feud, the Jolly
Trolley could derail Charlie Brown’s or Comcast
could fall flat on the Mattress Factory.

The Mountainside Softball League is one of the
first to start while finishing mid-summer. In
Mountainside too, there’s the annual Chrone’s
Tavern Oldtimers game at the end of the season.
The St. Barts league draws teams from a hat,
resulting in random fun throughout the summer,

concluding with the championship and picnic over
Labor Day weekend – an event not to miss if you
can wrangle an invitation.

The little guys in Westfield get started on April
16 as the Westfield Baseball League opens in
Norman Rockwell fashion with their parade of
kids, family and dogs from Mindowaskin Park to
Gumberts Field for the first game.

If you’re one to be different but enjoy great fun,
take a look at area Rugby this Saturday afternoon
as they start their season at Unami Park.

The men love to be boys and they’re good at it.
If you believe things are quiet here over the spring
and summer, stop in at a local watering hole at
sundown. You will hear a pack of softball war
stories while enjoying the company. These are
boys who have temporarily traded in the suits of
men for cutoff shorts and a pair of Nikes – some
even have uniforms.

The County Police League is gunning for last
year’s champs from Westfield, hoping to make
them chumps. There’ll be a lot of firepower before
the matter is settled.

No matter who strikes out during play (even if
it’s a chairman of the board) by the end of the night
you can spot plenty of friendly slaps on the back
and a ‘Way to go, buddy.’

Aah, it’s spring. Good game guys! Enjoy the
season. Play Ball!


