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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the

difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

Call for a free quote.

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2005 RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP

REGISTRATION BY MAIL
Permits may be obtained BY MAIL or DOWNLOADED from

the Town website at www.westfieldnj.net provided the appli-
cations are received NO LATER than May 13. Residents are to
complete the attached Registration Application and mail it along
with a check payable to “Town of Westfield” to the Public Works
Department, 959 North Ave., West, Westfield, NJ   07090.
Permits and decals will be mailed back to the resident. CHECKS
ONLY will be accepted.  Registrants should have a general idea
of what they will be placing at curbside when they purchase the
permit to determine whether they will need more than one permit.

IN PERSON REGISTRATION
Permits may also be obtained in person at the Westfield Public

Works Center, 959 North Avenue, West. Residents are to com-
plete the attached registration application and bring it to the above
address along with a check or money order payable to the Town
of  Westfield.  Cash will NOT be accepted.  Permits will be sold
in accordance with, and NOT after, the following schedule:

Wards 1, 2, 3 & 4
Wed. - Fri. May 11 - 13 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wed. Evening May 11 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday May 14 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Mon. - Fri. May 16 - 20 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Tues. - Wed. May 24 - 25 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wed. Evening May 25 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Wards 2, 3, & 4 only
Mon. - Wed. June 6 - 8 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Wards 3 & 4 only
Mon. - Wed. June 13 - 15 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Ward 4 only
Mon. - Wed. June 20 - 22 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m

SPRING 2005 COLLECTION SCHEDULE

Collection of materials will be made BY WARD according to the
following schedule during the month of June.   If you are unsure
what ward you reside in, please call the DPW at 908-789-4100
ext. 600.

Ward #1 June 6 - 10
Ward #2 June 13 - 17
Ward #3 June 20 - 24
Ward #4 June 27 - July 1

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MEET THE PRESS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood School officials take time to meet
with writers in the office of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times to discuss details of the proposed 2005-2006 school budget which will be
presented to the voters for decision on April 19, when polls will be open from 2 to
9 p.m. The Leader/Times raised questions about the budget in an editorial on
March 31 while comparing the proposed budget to that of 10 years ago from the
legal notice in the archives of the newspaper. Shown above, from left to right, are:
Linda Nelson, President of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education;
Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi and Superintendent Carole Choye.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 23

William Diaz, 18, of Cranford was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop in the 200 block of Clifton Street
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. He was released with a sum-
mons.

MONDAY,
MARCH 28

Elvira Villegas, 45, of Elizabeth
was arrested and charged with shop-
lifting $90 worth of jewelry from a
store in the 600 block of North Av-
enue, West. Villegas was released on
a summons.

A Livingston Street property owner
reported that someone had spray-
painted several words and symbols to
depict some kind of gang affiliation
on his garage door.

WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 30

Daniel L. Davis, 24, of Westfield
was arrested at Rahway Avenue and
Grove Street and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of

drug paraphernalia. He was released
on his own recognizance with sum-
monses pending an April 13 court
date.

THURSDAY,
MARCH 31

Richard Pulsfort, 34, of Elizabeth
was arrested at Roger and Central
Avenues and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible adult pending an April
13 court date.

A North Avenue resident reported
the theft of two checks, possibly from
his mail, that were then cashed with-
out the owner’s authorization.

Veronica Lamar, 40, of Cranford
was arrested and charged with shop-
lifting brooches totaling $110.99 in
value from a North Avenue store. She
was released on her own recogni-
zance pending an April 13 court date.

Carlos Ortiz-Calderon, 54, of Hill-
side was arrested on Mountain Av-
enue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was held pending
sobriety and was given an April 13
court date.

DOING THE PAPERWORK…Westfield GOP hopefuls complete their paper-
work for filing as candidates for mayor and council, which will be submitted by
the filing deadline of Monday, April 11 at 4 p.m. Westfield Democratic Committee
Chairman Ken Rotter will make their candidates officially known at the filing.
Pictured above, from left to right, are: Eric Leuthold for Council, Fourth Ward;
Councilman Andrew Skibitsky for Mayor and Darielle Walsh for Council, Third
Ward. GOP candidates not shown are incumbent Sal Caruano for Council, First
Ward and Vicki Kimmins for Council, Second Ward.

site with “state of the art” machinery
should it be approved.

He added that it takes an average
of two to three minutes to process
one car, and that the conveyor would
have a variable speed control in
order to process cars more quickly
if necessary.

Mr. Criscuolo also said that peak
carwash hours, unlike peak com-
muting hours, are from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., and that weekends are when
carwashes generate most of their
business, so Westfield Auto Spa
would not create extra traffic on
South Avenue during rush hours.

Michael J. Tobia of Michael J.
Tobia, P.P., a community-planning
firm, explained that the proposed
signage for the business had been
modified to please the board. In
particular, a “lube center” sign fac-
ing the street, aimed at informing
customers on line for the carwash
that there also is a lube center on
site, was removed from the plans.

Mr. Tobia also explained how he
thought a variance for the building’s
insufficient side yard is easily justi-
fied.

“This building, coincidentally, is
perfectly constructed for this type
of use,” he said, arguing that en-

forcing the ordinance would require
its demolition. That aspect of the
case ought to be considered a hard-
ship, he said.

James Hely, owner of 201 and
203 South Avenue, was the only
member of the public during the
two sessions to speak out against
the proposal. He said there’s been a
“slow but continual improvement
of that area,” and construction of a
carwash would “alter the potential”
for the neighborhood.

After all the testimony was con-
cluded, the board discussed mem-
bers’ varying positions. Chairman
William Heinbokel said he was con-
cerned about “the intensity of the
suggested use.”

Board member Lori Duffy said
that, despite the many concerns she
originally had, “after hearing all
the testimony, those fears have been
alleviated.”

Board member Francis Smith dis-
agreed, saying, “I think we’re let-
ting Westfield down if we continue
allowing things like this to be shoe-
horned in.”

Town professional planner Blais
Brancheau gave a list of concerns,
including the amount of space pro-
vided for drying cars and the pros-
pect of driveway blockage. He also
maintained that he was not entirely
convinced that employee parking
would be sufficient, although the
applicant’s experts said that it
would be.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Adjustment
Considers Auto Spa

that a Hammerhead style road is for-
matted to allow vehicles to backup.

Ms. Dolin testified that an 18-
foot rural road was the minimum
amount of roadway that would ad-
equately provide two-way vehicu-
lar flow. She noted that this design
would allow for a shoulder area and
for a sidewalk. She also stated that
the design of a Hammerhead treat-
ment would make it easier for ve-
hicles to turn around, as opposed to
the “bulb” of a cul-de-sac.

She said in her testimony that the
proposed application does not com-
ply with the lot size for a rural lane,
but that it does comply with the
volume of a two-house road. She
concluded that, after correspond-
ing with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, the
road “could allow for 10 times the
development.”

Many Seneca Place and surround-
ing neighborhood residents were
present at the meeting. They were
also present at the December board
meeting, where testimony was  heard
regarding the application.

At that meeting, Mr. Kraus had
said that there were new ideas for
the proposal which included re-con-
figuring the lots and the proposed
right-of-way. He stated that the ap-
plicant was open to compromise

and was interested in a “give and
take” discussion regarding the sub-
division.

Mr. Kraus had also stated that
Mr. Buontempo was interested in
“talking through the application
and doing what was in the best
interest of everyone, not just the
developer.”

In December, Seneca Place resi-
dent and lawyer Tom Walsh ob-
jected to the “give and take” idea
proposed by Mr. Kraus, stating that
if the developer had new plans to
submit, then the application should
be re-submitted, thus giving inter-
ested residents ample time to re-
view the new plans.

At that December meeting, Plan-
ning Board Chairman Jay Boyle
stated that he didn’t have a problem
holding discussions about the ap-
plication, but that a decision re-
garding the application would not
be heard until new plans are sub-
mitted.

Mr. Boyle had noted several as-
pects of the revised plan which he felt
the developer should work on, in-
cluding scaling down the houses to
conform to the neighborhood —
especially in terms of height; the
safety of emergency access on the
proposed right-of-way, and con-
structing sidewalks.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Planning Bd.
Considers Seneca Place

Beechwood Roof Repaired;
Mr. Goggi to Leave BOE
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
borough’s board of education Tues-
day night announced that the rooftop
damage at the Beechwood School
that resulted from a leak has been
repaired.

In the latter part of next week, Sean
Reilly of Home Health Sciences, an
environmental microbiologist com-
pany, will test further to ensure that
the insulation is dry; a leaky roof
caused the insulation to get damp,
which resulted in a foul odor. Since
the roof is fixed now, the hope is that
the wet insulation problem is over
and that there will be no more odor,
officials said.

In other school news, Friday, April
8 marks the closing of the third mark-
ing period and Monday, April 18 is
the eighth grade class trip, and Thurs-
day, April 21 is Family Fitness Day at
Beechwood School for kindergarten
through second grade. Also, today,
April 7, is Family Fitness Day at
Deerfield School for third, fourth and
fifth grades.

Tonight at 7 p.m. at Deerfield
School, the Child Abuse Prevention
Program (CAP) will make a presen-
tation to eighth grade parents. In May,
CAP will speak to the eighth graders
in efforts to educate them about child
abuse. CAP is a 20-year old organiza-
tion that works to prevent child abuse
and educate our youth about this seri-
ous issue.

Interim Chief School Administra-
tor (CSA) Walter Rusak also an-
nounced that Linda Shanahan and
Anne Corley-Hand have been named
Union County Teachers of the Year.

Board member Gene Nagel an-
nounced the second reading of the
vacation policy for school personnel.
For employees to take vacation time
during the school year, they must
have written approval from their su-
pervisors. There will be some modi-
fications made for the third reading at
the next BOE meeting, and the policy
will be in effect if all board members
agree on its contents.

Another major issue discussed is the
fact that the 10-year contract between
Berkley Heights and Mountainside for
borough teenagers to attend Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights will soon expire.

Board member Carmen Venes made

a motion to create a separate board
committee for this issue because he
indicated it is a crucial to discuss
since Mountainside will be “locked
in for 10 years (under a new agree-
ment).”

Board member Patricia Knodel sec-
onded the motion, but then the board
collectively decided not to develop a
separate committee. The board in-
stead opted to discuss the issue as a
whole after Mr. Goggi’s suggestion
to put the matter in the hands of the
2005-2006 school board. As a result,
Mr. Venes withdrew his motion.

Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Paul Vizzuso earlier this
week presented the budget to the
district’s Parent-Teacher Association.

Board member Mary Beth
Schaumberg thanked Mr. Vizzuso for
his concise and easy to understand
presentation.

At the end of the meeting, it was
announced that Mr. Goggi would be
leaving the board. Mr. Goggi, who has
served for six years, is not seeking
reelection. Mrs. Schaumberg com-
mended him for his tenure on the board.

 “It’s been my pleasure and honor
to serve with this current board,” Mr.
Goggi stated. He indicated that al-
though the six years as a BOE mem-
ber were not always easy, they were
rewarding.

“We sit here and make decisions
for the better of our children,” he said.

Hadassah to Hear
Speaker on Torahs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will present a
Lunch and Learn program at noon
on Monday, April 18, at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Peter Fleischmann, a native of
Czechoslovakia, will speak on “The
Odyssey of the Czech Memorial
Torahs.”

Mr. Fleischmann, who has a per-
sonal connection to some of these
Torahs, will share the story of the
Torahs’ journey from Nazi-occupied
Czechoslovakia to London’s
Westminster Synagogue to syna-
gogues around the world.

All are welcome to attend. For
more information, please call (908)
668-1864. SPF-BOE Officials Discuss

Budget and Special Ed
By ANNA GITHENS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education met Monday with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in response to last
week’s editorial concerning the district’s
proposed $67 million school budget
and $58.7 million tax levy.

The editorial expressed concerns over
school costs and rising property taxes,
while making comparisons between
the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood budgets and school enroll-
ment numbers from 1995 and today.

Board of Education President Linda
Nelson, Dr. Carole Choye, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools,
and Anthony Del Sordi, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood School Business Administra-
tor, met with The Leader and The Times
staff members to discuss a wide range of
budget and enrollment issues – particu-
larly the costs of special education and
how enrollment figures are determined
today versus 10 years ago.

Mrs. Nelson was particularly con-
cerned with the editorial’s implication
that the district could be “hiding” infor-
mation, and wanted to make it clear that
the district would provide any informa-
tion that was needed on the district’s
budget. (See Mrs. Nelson’s Letter to
the Editor on Page 4).

The numbers cited in the editorial
were questioned. The 1995 newspaper
archive containing the school district
budget statement was noted as the source
and examined by the group. Mr. Del
Sordi pointed out that the enrollment
reporting procedures required by the
state in 1995 did not list special educa-
tion student enrollment as a separate
item, as is required today.

The officials made reference to what
they perceive as the danger of Senate
Bill 1701, signed into law last summer,
which reduces the amount of money
school districts may keep as surplus
funds for future emergencies. Follow-

ing passage of the legislation, the school
board was forced to transfer $478,822
out of surplus and into the revenue side
of this year’s budget to offset property
taxes.

School officials said the S-1701 leg-
islation has a big impact on how school
districts are able to develop their bud-
gets for this year and for the next few
years. They agreed with the example
provided in The Leader/Times editorial
of a ticking time bomb that will explode
next year after the general elections.
Property tax increases will be impacted
even further without infusion of funds
to avoid huge tax spikes.

Mr. Del Sordi noted that there were
not as many special education catego-
ries back in 1995-1996 as there are
today.

The categories are growing – for
example, the Autism program, which
provides special education for children
with Autism in pre-kindergarten through
fourth grade, did not exist in the district
10 years ago.

“The difference is a number of
things; increased enrollment in regu-
lar and special education, and also we
have children in school now that might
not have been in school at the age of
three in ’95,” said Superintendent
Choye.

They commented that there are a
growing number of special education
students that are everyone’s responsi-
bility. Right now, more than 10 percent
of students in the school system are in
special education.

Leader/Times Publisher Horace
Corbin asked Dr. Choye, “Do you feel
that property taxes are increasing at a
rate that is, sooner or later, going to be
unsustainable?”

Dr. Choye responded, “The Board
of Education is the fundamental basis
of our democracy. We have to look at
a more equitable way (to fund educa-
tion), and to hit the property taxpayer
over and over; it just doesn’t seem to
be an equitable way to do it.”


